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About This Edition



This volume gathers the international ministry documents of the Rev. Albert B. Collver III for 2005 – 2010 as a reading edition for print and e-readers.

Narrative documents are reproduced as reflowable text. Charts, maps, and scanned letters (including the World Map, the Travel History Analysis, the Country & Year Tracker, and scanned correspondence) are reproduced as page images so they keep their original appearance, with a searchable text layer behind each image. Agendas and dockets retain their outline structure. Photographs are drawn from the original documents; logos and signatures are omitted.

The Biographical Introduction and World Map appear in each volume of the series.
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Biographical Introduction



Director of Church Relations — Assistant to the President

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

General / Executive Secretary

International Lutheran Council

Senior Managing Director

International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg


A Note on These Volumes

The volumes that follow represent something unusual in the literature of Lutheran ministry: a nearly complete documentary record of fourteen years of international church relations work. Between 2005 and 2019, The Reverend Albert B. Collver, III, Ph.D., traveled to more than sixty countries on six continents, conducting two hundred twenty-five recorded trips on behalf of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the International Lutheran Council (ILC). The documents collected here—trip reports, meeting minutes, correspondence, agendas, itineraries, fellowship agreements, and theological memoranda—constitute a primary archive of that work.

These volumes were not assembled as a vanity project. They are a working record. The materials gathered here tell the story of Lutheran churches around the world at a particular moment in history: the first two decades of the twenty-first century, when global Lutheranism was navigating questions of ecumenical relationship, theological identity, confessional faithfulness, and the practical challenges of mission in an era of rapid change. Through these documents, a reader can trace how churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Central Asia, and Europe wrestled with those questions—and how the LCMS and the ILC sought to accompany them.

This biographical introduction is intended to provide context. It situates the documents within the life and ministry of the man who produced them, and it attempts to name the accomplishments that these pages represent—accomplishments that are easy to miss when one is immersed in the day-to-day details of travel schedules and meeting agendas. The documents themselves tell the story in granular detail. This introduction tells it whole.



Biographical Introduction


Formation: Jackson to St. Louis

Albert B. Collver, III was born on October 5, 1972, in Jackson, Michigan. He came of age in the tradition of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, a tradition that placed high value on theological precision, confessional faithfulness, and the life of the local congregation. These instincts—formed in childhood—would prove decisive for everything that followed.

The author gratefully acknowledges his parents, Albert B. Collver, Jr., and Sally Collver, whose love and steadfast support made possible the life of service recorded in these volumes.

He pursued his undergraduate education at Concordia College in Ann Arbor, Michigan, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Languages in 1993. He had a particular aptitude for classical languages. His studies in Classical Greek, Biblical Hebrew, and Aramaic gave him not only the tools of exegesis but a lifelong habit of returning to primary sources—a habit that would later express itself in his scholarly work on Reformation-era texts and in his insistence, in ecumenical dialogue, on letting the confessions speak for themselves.

From Ann Arbor, Collver proceeded to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, where he earned the Master of Divinity in 1997. He remained at Concordia Seminary for graduate work, earning the Master of Sacred Theology (STM) in Systematic Theology in 1999 and the Doctor of Philosophy in 2001. His doctoral dissertation, written under the direction of Dr. Norman E. Nagel, was titled "‘Real Presence’: A Confession of the Lord's Supper — The Origin and Development of the Term in the Sixteenth Century." The work was emblematic: meticulous in its historical research, clear in its theological conclusions, and concerned above all with the Lutheran confessional heritage.

While completing his doctorate, Collver served as a Teaching Assistant in courses on Athanasius and the Lord's Supper, and as a Graduate Research Fellow under Dr. James Voelz. He supported his studies through the Village Lutheran Church Graduate Scholarship and a Graduate Tuition Grant. He was also active in the Concordia Seminary Library, where he served as Senior Reference Assistant from 1997 to 2001—building, in the stacks, the kind of relationship with primary documents that would later make him a careful reader of church agreements and meeting minutes in a dozen languages.

The seminary years also produced an unexpected artifact. Between 1996 and 1999, while studying for the ministry, Collver wrote and sold a piece of software called Calendar Explorer—a Windows program for exploring the Western church year, written in Visual Basic 5 and distributed as shareware through CompuServe and the shareware CD-ROMs of the era. The program, and the conviction behind it—that the church’s calendar is a humane way of keeping time—are treated more fully later in this introduction; they are mentioned here because they show the liturgical instinct present from the beginning, expressed in whatever medium lay at hand.



Parish Ministry: DeWitt, Michigan (2001–2006)

Ordained to the holy ministry, Collver served as Pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in DeWitt, Michigan from 2001 to 2006. Parish ministry in a small Michigan congregation might seem an unlikely preparation for a decade and a half of international travel, but the formation it provided was irreplaceable. Collver learned in DeWitt what it means to care for a people over time—to

marry them and bury them, to catechize their children, to preach week after week to the same faces. That pastoral instinct, the instinct to see every church body and every encounter not as an institution or a diplomatic occasion but as a community of people with names and histories, would characterize all of his subsequent international work.

During his years in DeWitt, Collver was also active in the wider church. He served as a regular presenter for the Michigan District Pastors' Confessions Study from 2001 to 2006, and from 2004 to 2006 as Field Work Supervisor and Vicarage Supervisor for Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. He served on the Michigan District Convention Worship Committee and as Liaison for the Commission on Worship to the Michigan District. He wrote for Logia, the confessional Lutheran quarterly, beginning in 1999, contributing articles on Melanchthon, the Lord's Supper, lay elders, worship, and the status confessionis. He was, in short, a working theologian as well as a parish pastor—and his parish work was enriched, not diminished, by his engagement with the broader church.

In 2004 and 2005, Collver also served as Adjunct and then Visiting Assistant Professor at Concordia University in Ann Arbor, teaching courses in Renaissance and Reformation history, Christian doctrine, and the life and work of C.F.W. Walther. And in October 2005, he traveled to Novosibirsk, Russia, as a guest instructor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church—the first of what would become multiple teaching trips to Siberia, and the beginning of a relationship with Russian Lutheranism that would bear fruit for many years.



World Relief and Human Care: Saint Louis (2006–2010)

In 2006, Collver joined the staff of LCMS World Relief and Human Care in Saint Louis as Executive Pastoral Assistant. It was a pivotal transition. He moved from the relatively contained world of parish ministry into the complex landscape of international humanitarian work and church relations, and he proved extraordinarily capable in that environment.

His responsibilities at World Relief and Human Care were broad. He assisted the Executive Director with international relations, prepared agendas and docket materials for the Board for Human Care Ministries, supported research and writing for major presentations, and visited natural disaster sites both domestically and internationally. He coordinated a re-branding effort for the organization, oversaw a charitable music project in partnership with the Erin Bode Group supporting the Themba Girls in Africa, and served as a Contributing Editor for the journal Logia throughout this period.

The years at World Relief and Human Care brought Collver into direct contact with human suffering on a scale that parish ministry rarely affords. He traveled to Kenya in 2007 and 2008, leading a Medical Mercy Team and being interviewed on Kenyan National Television about Diakonia Compassionate Ministry. He witnessed the aftermath of natural disasters. He saw firsthand what Lutheran mercy work looks like on the ground—and what it costs.

When the earthquake struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, Collver was among the first responders. He made three trips to Haiti in January and February 2010 alone, working with LCMS Mercy Medical Teams in the aftermath of one of the most devastating natural disasters in Western Hemisphere history. The experience left its mark. He would later write and speak extensively

about the theology of mercy—about the relationship between witness, service, and life together— and about the distinctive capacity of the church to respond to suffering in ways that secular organizations cannot replicate.

During this period he also began teaching in Russia. In 2007, he traveled to Novosibirsk to teach at the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church's seminary (November 1–17) and to conduct a human care seminar at the Lutheran Center there. In May 2009, he returned again to Novosibirsk for an extended teaching residency (May 11–29), delivering a course on Justification for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. He also presented at a Lutheran conference in South Africa in August 2009 and attended the International Luther Congress in Canoas, Brazil in July 2007, where he presented on Luther and the Common Chest. These early international engagements were the seedbed of the global ministry that would follow.

On February 15, 2007, Collver attended as a guest the White House Compassion in Action Roundtable on "Controlling Malaria in Africa—The Unique Role of Faith-Based and Community NGOs," held at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C. The event was convened by the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives and presided over by First Lady Laura Bush, who addressed the approximately one hundred participants drawn from faith organizations, NGOs, academia, the private sector, and government. Mrs. Bush articulated the administration's conviction that faith-based institutions occupy a uniquely irreplaceable role in global health: "In many African villages," she said, "churches are the only formal institutions that can manage malaria control and prevention. In malaria-prone regions, people look first to their churches, mosques or synagogues for help. They trust their pastors to provide it." Ambassador Randall Tobias, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, and Admiral R. Timothy Ziemer, U.S. Malaria Coordinator for the President's Malaria Initiative, also participated. The roundtable was a follow-on to the December 2006 White House Summit on Malaria at which President and Mrs. Bush had launched the Malaria Communities Program—a thirty-million- dollar initiative to fund grassroots malaria-control projects across Africa, part of a larger 1.2 billion-dollar program directed to fifteen African countries. A recurring theme was the Bush administration's effort to channel humanitarian work previously reserved to government agencies into partnership with faith-based and community organizations—cutting red tape, in Ambassador Tobias's phrase, so that decisions could actually be carried out on the ground. The roundtable reflected a significant shift in U.S. foreign assistance policy: under President Bush, annual international aid would grow from 1.4 billion dollars in 2001 to 4 billion dollars by 2008. That Collver was present as a representative of LCMS World Relief and Human Care was itself a recognition of the organization's standing as a trusted partner in faith-based international humanitarian work.



Director of Church Relations: LCMS (2010–2019)

On September 13, 2010, Collver was formally installed as Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in a service at the LCMS International Center. It was the position for which his entire formation had prepared him. The installation sermon was preached by President Harrison himself—an indication of how closely the two men's ministries would be intertwined in the years to come. For nine years, Collver would be the principal officer responsible for the LCMS's relationships with Lutheran partner churches around

the world—roughly three dozen church bodies in full fellowship, and scores more in various stages of exploration and formal dialogue.

Among Collver's most consequential contributions during this period was one he had developed even before taking office. In the weeks before his installation, he drafted the theological framework that would become the defining emphasis of President Harrison's entire administration: "Witness, Mercy, Life Together" (Martyria, Diakonia, Koinonia). The original version 1.1 of the three-circle diagram was dated July 31, 2010—six weeks before his installation. Version 1.2 followed on August 5, 2010. The framework depicted the three Greek terms most often used throughout the New Testament to describe the Church's essential mission—Witness (martyria), Mercy (diakonia), and Life Together (koinonia)—as three overlapping circles with the cross of Christ at the center, each flowing into and supporting the others. In January 2011, Collver published the definitive theological explanation of the framework in The Lutheran Witness under his own byline. The article, titled "Witness, Mercy, Life Together," articulated the scriptural foundations of each element and showed how all three are inseparable yet distinct, each centered on the cross. The framework was adopted as the LCMS's organizing theological emphasis and gave structural coherence to all of the church's programs in witness, human care, and fellowship during the Harrison years. Posters, curricula, and institutional materials across the Synod were organized around it. That its architect was Collver—installed as Director of Church Relations just weeks after finalizing the framework—was no coincidence. The three-circle diagram expressed, in elegant theological shorthand, the convictions that would animate all of his subsequent ministry.

The framework's reach extended beyond the institutional. Concordia Publishing House published a companion study—Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study (CPH, 2011, 64 pp.)— which Collver authored to make the theology accessible to adult Bible classes and congregation- wide use. The study was accompanied by a DVD of President Harrison presenting the same material. In a review published in Logia's online forum in September 2011, Pastor Robert Zagore of Trinity Lutheran Church and School in Traverse City, Michigan, contrasted the study favorably with the usual synodical programming: "The emphasis is not a focus-group-tested slogan set forth to move forward with strategic objectives. 'Witness,' 'Mercy,' and 'Life Together' are words the Lord has spoken describing the work of His church." Zagore declared it "easily the most useful item to come out of the Synodical Office Building since the sainted A. L. Barry's What About series; and in many ways, it is more important." He praised Collver for "wrestl[ing] the word back to its biblical intent" in each lesson, commending the study as "biblical, sacramental, genuine, doctrinally solid." Such an endorsement from Logia—the premier journal of confessional Lutheran theology—validated that the WML framework was received not merely as a programmatic initiative but as a serious theological contribution.

The scope of the role was extraordinary. Collver chaired the President's Church Relations Cabinet, participated in the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) and its Committee 1 for church relations and fellowship, and served as Chairman of the LCMS Global Seminary Initiative from 2011 to 2019—a program that provided support, curriculum development, and faculty training for Lutheran seminaries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe. He also served briefly, from 2014 to June 2015, as Director of Regional Operations for the LCMS Office of International Mission, adding a layer of direct operational responsibility to his already substantial portfolio.

The travel began in earnest. In the nine years between 2010 and 2019, Collver made more than two hundred trips—domestic and international. He visited South Korea, Indonesia, the Dominican Republic, Kazakhstan, the Czech Republic, Poland, Germany, Russia, Madagascar, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria, South Africa, Brazil, Ethiopia, Uganda, South Sudan, the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan, Mongolia, Kyrgyzstan, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Norway, Belgium, France, Ukraine, and dozens of other destinations. He was seldom home for more than a few weeks at a time.

The work took different forms in different places. In Africa, it meant visiting seminary students in Nairobi, accompanying LCMS missionaries in Madagascar, attending the dedication of a Kenyan hymnal, and sustained engagement with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) in Addis Ababa. Two visits in 2016 illustrate the depth of that engagement. In April, Collver served as a speaker at the EECMY Pastors' Conference on Sola Scriptura at the Gudina Tumsa Retreat Center in Addis Ababa, alongside Rev. Dr. John Denninger, Rev. Dr. Yared Halche, and Rev. Allan Buss. Two months later, in June, he was a speaker at an EECMY workshop titled "Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church)," also at the Gudina Tumsa Center, alongside Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and Deaconess Faith Swenson. Approximately 138 attendees participated, drawn from all twenty- four EECMY church units and from Addis Ababa congregations—many of whom had never before encountered the Scriptural and confessional Lutheran teaching on the distinct and complementary roles of men and women in church and family life. The workshop was warmly received; the EECMY sent a formal letter of thanks. The work in Ethiopia was among the most theologically sensitive of Collver's international engagements: the EECMY was a church of eight million members navigating enormous internal pressures, and the LCMS's willingness to offer careful Lutheran instruction—rather than endorsing the direction of its liberal European partners—was received as a genuine act of friendship. In Asia, it meant teaching pastors in Indonesia, attending a Pastors' Conference in Papua New Guinea with nearly a thousand attendees, visiting the Japan Lutheran Church in Tokyo, and—in 2015—making a brief but significant journey to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, documenting the presence of Lutheran witness even in that remote corner of the world. In Latin America, it meant strengthening fellowship relationships in Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay, and negotiating new agreements with churches in Chile, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Nicaragua.

In September 2014, Collver also appeared before the LCMS Council of Presidents at its quarterly meeting at the International Center in St. Louis, presenting a detailed mission update in his dual capacity as Director of Church Relations and Director of Regional Operations for the Office of International Mission. At that time, the LCMS had workers serving in thirty-six countries: ninety career missionaries and forty-seven Globally Engaged in Outreach personnel, totaling one hundred thirty-seven workers, of whom fifty-five were clergy. The presentation illustrated the breadth of the operation Collver was overseeing and the data he was tracking and reporting to the highest levels of Synodical leadership.

In Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the work was particularly complex. Russia required ongoing engagement with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in St. Petersburg, the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk, and the broader network of Lutheran communities across the country. Kyrgyzstan required travel to Bishkek—where, on one

memorable occasion, the KGB visited the church during a service—and Kazakhstan required delicate diplomacy with Lutheran communities operating under significant governmental scrutiny. Ukraine required multiple visits to Kyiv and Odessa, where the LCMS was supporting the development of the Ukrainian Evangelical Lutheran Church (DELKU) and negotiating a new partnership agreement. In August 2016, Collver returned to Novosibirsk for the Twentieth Anniversary Summer Seminar—marking two decades of the LCMS's continuing education partnership with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church that had begun with his own first teaching visit in 2005.

Throughout this period, Collver was also deeply engaged in the formal ecumenical dialogues that were reshaping Lutheran relationships in the early twenty-first century. He participated in the Informal Dialogue Group between the International Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU), which met in Rome, Paderborn, and Bleckmar, and he attended the ILC-Lutheran World Federation consultations in Geneva. He held discussions with the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) and the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA) regarding potential fellowship. He was, in every sense, the frontline diplomat of confessional Lutheranism's engagement with the wider Christian world.

In June 2015, Collver was invited as a delegate to the Fifth Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, held June 10–11 at the Palace of Peace and Reconciliation in Astana, Kazakhstan. Convened under the initiative of Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev around the theme “Dialogue of Religious Leaders and Politicians in the Name of Peace and Development,” the triennial congress gathered some eighty delegations from forty-two countries, including UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, King Abdullah II of Jordan, and Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. During the proceedings Collver met and briefly spoke with both King Abdullah II of Jordan and President Nazarbayev, and conferred with Cardinal Tauran. He also met Lutheran World Federation President Bishop Munib Younan and Bishop Yuri Novgorodov of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan, among other religious and civic leaders. His participation reflected the global ecumenical and interreligious dimension of his work in church relations, placing The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s witness within one of the world’s premier gatherings for interfaith dialogue.

One of the most visible expressions of the scope of this work came at the 66th Regular Convention of the LCMS, held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 9–14, 2016. Collver addressed the assembled delegates on the theme of global Lutheranism, invoking Psalm 22:27—'All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord'—and drawing a connection between the Day of Pentecost and the worldwide confessional Lutheran fellowship. He introduced church leaders and representatives from approximately twenty countries spanning Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, Latin America, and North America. He then formally presented each newly accepted fellowship partner church on the convention floor as each resolution was adopted, introducing by name the bishops, presidents, and pastors who had traveled to Milwaukee for the occasion. His remarks situated the seventy international church relationships the LCMS then maintained—in fifty-five countries—within a theological vision of the church as a global, Pentecost-born family. The convention also affirmed the ILC's work by an additional resolution (Res. 5-07), adopted by a standing vote. That Collver stood at the podium introducing representatives from Liberia to Latvia to Uruguay to Japan was a visible embodiment of a decade of relational investment.



The International Lutheran Council: Executive / General Secretary



(2012–2019)

Beginning in 2012, Collver took on the additional role of serving the International Lutheran Council (ILC) in an executive secretarial capacity—first informally, and then, after the ILC's formal legal incorporation in 2017, as its appointed Executive Secretary and subsequently as General Secretary. The ILC is the fellowship organization of confessional Lutheran churches worldwide, committed to the inerrancy of Scripture and the binding authority of the Lutheran Confessions. Tracing its roots to confessional Lutheran conferences begun in 1952, it was formally constituted in 1993 and grew, by the end of Collver's tenure, from 33 to 53 member churches—an addition of 20 new church bodies under his leadership. During his seven years at the ILC helm, Collver also led the effort to incorporate the organization as an independent legal entity, opened an office for the ILC at Concordia Publishing House, expanded its bylaws, initiated formal dialogue with the Vatican's Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and brought new church bodies into membership from Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America.

The ILC secretariat role added a new dimension to Collver's already demanding responsibilities. He now served not only as the LCMS's representative to its partner churches, but as the executive officer of the ILC itself—responsible for organizing the ILC's world conferences, executive committee meetings, and specialized consultations; maintaining the organization's relationships with its member churches; corresponding with church leaders across the globe; and advancing the ILC's theological and ecumenical agenda.

One of the most significant institutional achievements of Collver's tenure was establishing the International Lutheran Council as a legally recognized non-profit corporation. Prior to this, the ILC had operated as an informal fellowship body without formal legal status—its assets and organizational functions hosted by LCMS on behalf of the broader fellowship. The path to incorporation was long: the question was first formally discussed at the ILC Executive Committee meeting in December 2013 (via Skype), where Collver proposed the transition from custodian organization to independent non-profit. By September 2017, the incorporation was complete; at the ILC Executive Committee Skype meeting of September 5–7, Collver was formally and officially appointed as Executive Secretary of the newly constituted ILC, Inc. The title was subsequently changed from Executive Secretary to General Secretary at the ILC 26th World Conference in Antwerp in September 2018, reflecting the organization's matured institutional standing. This was not a glamorous achievement—it involved lawyers and paperwork and careful attention to the legal requirements of multiple jurisdictions—but it was foundational. It gave the ILC the standing it needed to function as a genuine international organization in the twenty-first century.

Collver organized the ILC's 25th World Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in September 2015, where he served as both plenary speaker and conference organizer, presenting on the theme of "Augustana VII: The Church and Fellowship." He organized the ILC's 26th World Conference in Antwerp, Belgium, September 25–28, 2018—for which he personally compiled the 160-page conference book. At the opening worship service in Our Lady's Chapel (the fifteenth- century chapel of the medieval St. Elizabeth convent), he served as liturgist while ILC Chairman Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt preached. On the first morning he introduced the conference theme ‘Ecclesiology and Ecumenism’ alongside Rev. Dr. Roland Ziegler of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. In his remarks, Collver noted that the first arrest of Lutherans had taken

place 497 years earlier in Antwerp, and the first Lutheran martyrs—Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes—had been burned at the stake in that same city. That this conference now received greetings from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Antwerp, and that the ILC had been in dialogue with the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, prompted his characteristic observation: "Times have changed, yet our Confessions remain the same."

In the afternoon of the first conference day, Collver delivered the Executive Secretary's historical report, tracing the ILC from its antecedents in nineteenth-century confessional Lutheran assemblies through its silver anniversary. Two statistics from his report captured the scope of what had happened during his tenure: "Back in 1993 when the ILC was formed, it represented approximately four million Lutherans worldwide." By contrast, the Antwerp gathering "has church leaders in attendance representing around 20 million Lutherans worldwide." Over the course of the conference, the ILC formally admitted 17 new member churches representing approximately 4.15 million Lutherans across Africa (10), Europe (3), and Asia (4)—more than doubling the number of Lutherans associated with the ILC and bringing the total membership to approximately 7.15 million members in 54 church bodies. Among the most significant new additions was the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM), one of the largest Lutheran churches in the world with approximately four million members. Collver had visited and supported the FLM repeatedly since 2007; its admission to the ILC was in part the fruit of those years of relationship. He also delivered the conference's historical address, "A Brief History of the International Lutheran Council," which was subsequently published in the conference proceedings and received a 2019 CHI Award of Commendation.

He also organized the ILC’s World Seminaries Conferences—gatherings of seminary rectors and professors from across the ILC member churches, designed to foster theological education and curriculum development in global Lutheranism. The sixth such conference was held in Wittenberg, Germany, in October 2016.

An earlier milestone in Collver's convening work was the International Conference on Confessional Leadership, held near Atlanta, Georgia, in the fall of 2012. The conference brought together more than one hundred twenty Lutheran leaders from around the world for theological edification and mutual encouragement, with funding from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation and the Lutheran Church Extension Fund. The 2013 LCMS Convention formally gave thanks for this gathering (Res. 4-04, adopted 981–to–6) and called for a similar conference in 2015—which became the ILC’s 25th World Conference in Buenos Aires in September 2015. The Atlanta conference was thus both a significant ecumenical gathering in its own right and the direct antecedent of the Buenos Aires World Conference that Collver organized three years later.

Under Collver's leadership, the ILC engaged in its first formal theological dialogues with the Roman Catholic Church, represented by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. These dialogues—meeting in Rome, Paderborn, and Bleckmar—were historically significant: they represented the first sustained theological conversation between the ILC and the Vatican, and they addressed questions of ecclesiology, sacramental theology, and the nature of Christian unity that had divided Western Christendom since the Reformation. Collver was a dialogue participant at three of these meetings and played a key role in shaping the ILC's theological contributions.



New Church Fellowships Established (2010–2019)

One of the most concrete measures of Collver's impact is the number of new or renewed church fellowship relationships established during his tenure. Fellowship between Lutheran churches— the formal recognition of shared confession, mutual pulpit and altar fellowship, and ongoing cooperation—is not lightly given. It requires extended theological conversations, formal agreement on doctrinal matters, and the approval of church conventions or synodical assemblies. Each new fellowship represents years of careful work.

Between 2010 and 2019, under Collver's leadership and with his direct involvement, the LCMS entered into or renewed fellowship with the following church bodies:

Church Body / Country Fellowship Year

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia

2013

Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia)

2013

Lutheran Church of Togo 2013

Lutheran Church in Norway 2015/2016

Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile

2016

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty (Kazakhstan)

2016

Lutheran Church of Uruguay 2016

Lutheran Church in Guatemala (renewed)

2016

Lutheran Church of Venezuela (renewed)

2016

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELKB) *

2019 Convention

Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark (ELFCD) *

2019 Convention

Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELP) *

2019 Convention

Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa (CLCSA) *

2019 Convention

* These four fellowships were formally recognized by the 2019 LCMS Convention (July), after Collver had concluded his tenure as Director of Church Relations. The groundwork for each had been laid during his years of service; the convention acted on the relationships he had cultivated.

The nine fellowship actions completed during his active tenure represent churches across four continents. Several of them—Liberia, Togo, and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in particular—were long-anticipated completions of relationships that had been developing for years. The Siberian ELC fellowship was especially meaningful: Collver had been teaching and visiting in Siberia since 2005, and the formal recognition of fellowship in 2013 was in part the fruit of those years of personal presence and theological engagement. The 2013 convention record formally documents that in October 2010, Collver—together with Dr. Timothy Quill and Dr. Joel Lehenbauer—conducted the on-site fellowship visit to the SELC at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, hosted by Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin. It was Collver and Lehenbauer's subsequent report to the CTCR in December 2010 that formally triggered the recommendation for fellowship. The fellowship with the Lutheran Church in Norway reflects a similarly gradual cultivation: Collver was personally named in the convention resolution (Res. 5-01) as one of the LCMS representatives who conducted doctrinal discussions with the Lutheran Church in Norway beginning in 2011, alongside Rev. Dan Gilbert, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, and Rev. Daniel Preus. The CTCR formally recommended fellowship in May 2014; President Harrison declared it on November 7, 2014; a protocol agreement was signed March 7, 2015. In August 2015, representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) visited St. Louis for meetings hosted by Collver and the LCMS, a visit that served as a significant precursor to the formal fellowship action completed in 2015–2016. Four additional fellowship relationships—with churches in Belgium, Denmark, Portugal, and South Africa—were formally recognized by the 2019 LCMS Convention, after Collver had already left his position. Each was the fruit of years of preparation and relationship-building under his leadership; the convention completed what he had begun.

Beyond formal fellowship, Collver was also involved in signing or renewing working partnership agreements with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (November 2014), the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (2018), and other church bodies. These agreements, while falling short of full altar and pulpit fellowship, represented significant commitments of mutual cooperation and theological accountability.

At the time of the partner churches report (October 2018), the LCMS maintained relationships—at various levels of formality—with 106 Lutheran church bodies worldwide. Thirty- five of these were in full fellowship. This network represented millions of Lutheran Christians across every inhabited continent.



The Global Seminary Initiative

Beginning in 2011, Collver chaired the LCMS Global Seminary Initiative—a program designed to strengthen theological education in the LCMS's partner churches worldwide. The initiative recognized a fundamental challenge: many of the LCMS's partner churches lacked the trained pastoral leadership necessary for sustained growth and confessional faithfulness. Seminary education in many parts of the world was underfunded, understaffed, and conducted without access to the theological resources that Lutheran pastors in North America and Europe took for granted.

Under Collver's leadership, the Global Seminary Initiative worked to address this deficit. The initiative supported faculty development, curriculum design, library acquisition, and cross- cultural theological education partnerships. Collver himself contributed directly: he made

multiple teaching trips to the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church seminary in Novosibirsk, taught at seminaries and training programs in Africa and Asia, and regularly brought international faculty and students to LCMS seminary campuses in the United States. The ILC's World Seminaries Conferences, which Collver organized, were an extension of the same vision.

The scale of the initiative's impact was documented in a report Collver presented to the LCMS Council of Presidents at its September 20–23, 2014 meeting in St. Louis. By that point, 1.2 million dollars had been invested in the Global Seminary Initiative for fiscal year 2013–14 alone. The funds supported scholarships for twenty-five international students attending LCMS seminaries in the United States (thirteen at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and twelve at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne). Thirty scholarships went to Ethiopian students; fifteen to students in Togo; twelve to students in Russia; twenty students were trained in Tanzania; and fifty in Madagascar. In all, one hundred fifty students received theological education through the initiative at an average cost of eight thousand dollars per student. This was confessional Lutheran theological education deployed at scale—systematic, global, and measurably fruitful.

The initiative also intersected with Collver's concern for global Lutheran confessionalism. Theological education, he believed, was not merely a practical matter of training pastors; it was the means by which the church passes on its confession from one generation to the next. A seminary that does not teach Lutheran theology faithfully will not produce Lutheran pastors. And a church without Lutheran pastors will not remain Lutheran. This conviction animated the Global Seminary Initiative and gave it its urgency.



The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (2017–present)

Among the most enduring legacies of Collver's international ministry is a program whose completion he would see only after his active tenure had ended: the Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP). Conceived as a response to the urgent need for doctrinally grounded pastoral and theological leadership in the LCMS's global partner churches, the LLDP was formally established in January 2017, when a protocol agreement was signed by The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, LL.D. honoris causa, D.D. honoris causa, President of the LCMS, CTSFW President Dr. Lawrence Rast, Rev. Albert Collver, and ILC Executive Committee Chairman Dr. William Kintz.

The program was funded in part by a five-hundred-thousand-dollar grant from Concordia Publishing House. It was structured as a two-year academic program—bringing pastors and church leaders from partner churches in Africa, Asia, and Latin America to the United States for intensive theological education at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, with additional instruction from LCMS and ILC faculty. A detailed planning meeting was held at CTSFW on May 17, 2017, to finalize the curriculum and logistics.

The first cohort of LLDP students began their studies in early 2019, in the final weeks of Collver's active service as ILC General Secretary. On January 15, 2019—just days before the first class convened—the ILC published an announcement in which Collver said: "We are grateful for our partners in this project, and are excited to work with them in raising up a new generation of global Confessional Lutheran leaders. We look forward to welcoming the LLDP's first class of

students in just a few weeks, and pray for God's blessings on their studies." That first class gathered at the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, Germany, February 18–March 1, 2019—fittingly, in the city of the Reformation itself. Future sessions would be held at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki of CTSFW served as Director of the program. The program had been Collver's initiative, but its fruit would come later. The first LLDP commencement was held on November 17, 2022, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School in Troy, Illinois—where Collver was then serving as pastor. Collver gave the commencement address at that ceremony and had served as thesis advisor to two of the four graduates. In the words of the program's own announcement, he was present as "former ILC General Secretary"—a title he wore with characteristic modesty. In November 2022 and again in November 2023, Collver also taught the LLDP course on World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement, conducting sessions at CTSFW for the program's next cohort of students from Africa and Tanzania. The documents in these volumes that date from 2022 and 2023 belong to this chapter: they record not the beginning of a new career but the continuation and fruition of work that had been planted during the years of active international service.



Return to Parish Ministry: Troy, Illinois (2020–Present)

Following the conclusion of his years of international service, Collver returned to full-time parish ministry. He was installed as Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School in Troy, Illinois on August 30, 2020—an event noted in the Troy Times-Tribune and welcomed by the surrounding communities of Madison County. St. Paul's holds services on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, with the Lord's Supper celebrated at each service. The return to the parish was not a retreat from the theological convictions and international commitments that had shaped his previous decade; it was their continuation in a different key. The pastor who had introduced bishops from Liberia and Latvia on the LCMS convention floor now preached weekly to a congregation in southwestern Illinois and catechized their children.

His connection to the ILC network and the Lutheran Leadership Development Program continued in an advisory and teaching capacity, as described above.

In January 2026, Collver joined the board of the Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway (FOLCIN), an organization that supports confessional Lutheran witness in Norway and the ongoing mission of the Lutheran Church in Norway. His engagement with Norwegian Lutheranism was deep and long-standing. As Director of Church Relations, he had initiated and led theological conversations between the LCMS and the Lutheran Church in Norway beginning in 2011—conversations that culminated in a formal fellowship declaration on November 7, 2014, and the signing of a protocol agreement on March 7, 2015. In August 2015, representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission visited St. Louis for meetings he hosted at the LCMS, a visit that strengthened the Norwegian connection still further. Board membership with FOLCIN is a natural continuation of that history—a new avenue of service to confessional Lutheranism in Scandinavia, rooted in more than a decade of shared theological work.

Outside the parish, Collver and his wife Terra operate Three Doves Kennel (three- doves.com), breeding English Springer Spaniels under the motto "All About Beauty, Balance, Desire." Once he stepped back from constant international travel—leaving the LCMS post in 2019 and settling into parish ministry—the kennel became a genuinely shared, day-to-day project

rather than something tended around long absences abroad. Being consistently home meant being present for the rhythms that cannot be scheduled around a trip: whelping, the critical early weeks of a litter, and show weekends. Terra leads the hands-on side—whelping and raising each litter through its first eight weeks—while Collver carries the business and correspondence, from prospective buyers and contracts to the website; breeding and showing decisions they make together. In 2026, Three Doves earned recognition as an AKC Breeder of Merit—a designation the American Kennel Club awards to breeders who demonstrate a documented commitment to health testing, responsible breeding practices, and genuine improvement of the breed. The designation reflects what the kennel has been doing since its inception: producing sound, healthy, versatile dogs with proper OFA certifications on hips, elbows, eyes, and PRA genetic screening for every dog in the program.

The Three Doves dogs are active competitors across multiple AKC disciplines. Fergus (CH Calico's Blue Moon Fergus at Three Doves), an AKC Champion in conformation, also carries titles in obedience, rally, therapy dog work, and working dog sports. Aster (Int. CH Three-Doves Aster Star of the Field) is an IABCA International Champion, with titles in rally, barn hunt, and Fast CAT. BlazE (CH Vinewood Three Doves Plays With Fire) is an AKC Champion who has also earned titles in rally, barn hunt, therapy dog sports, working dog designation, and Fast CAT. Etta rounds out the current pack. The kennel's retired foundation bitch, Lily Belle of CollverHaus—the springer spaniel named in the 2019 St. Louis Post-Dispatch profile of Collver's departure from the LCMS—retired with an impressive performance record including Companion Dog (CD), Beginner Novice (BN), Rally Master 2 (RM2), and Rally Advanced Excellent 2 (RAE2) titles, and competed at the AKC Rally National Championship in 2022. The kennel uses Early Neurological Stimulation and Early Scent Introduction protocols with all litters, reflecting a methodical approach to developing well-rounded, confident dogs from birth. Three Doves maintains an active presence at three-doves.com and on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.



From Calendar Explorer to Lutheran Lectionary: The Technologist



Thread (1996–2026)

Alongside the pastor, the theologian, and the churchman, there has always been a technologist. In 1996, as a seminary student, Collver wrote Calendar Explorer, a 32-bit Windows program for exploring the Western church year. Written in Visual Basic 5, it offered the Three-Year and Historic (One-Year) lectionary series, minor feasts, Roman Catholic feasts, the dates of both Eastern and Western Easter through the centuries, Julian and Gregorian calendar conversion, conversion to the Islamic and Indian civil calendars, lunar phases for any year from 4714 BC to 9999 AD, and a twelve-month “Year in Brief” view. Its church-year data followed Lutheran Worship (1982), the LCMS hymnal of the day. Version 1.86 was released on March 24, 1997.

Calendar Explorer was sold as shareware—seventeen dollars through CompuServe’s SWREG registration service—and traveled the distribution channels of its era: the PsL Monthly discs, the CICA Windows Collection, the Monster Media CD-ROMs (which filed it under /religion/), and a 1998 religious-shareware compilation called Essential Bibles. It shipped with a 1996 essay, “The Church Year — A Brief Overview,” which opened with Jane Austen’s “I will have you married by Michaelmas” and argued that ordinary people had marked time by the church’s feasts for a millennium. A small web operation, Collver Designs, followed in 1998, offering a second program, CopyScan, alongside web design. His web work was not confined to his own ventures:

in the late 1990s he built and maintained websites for Lutheran institutions, including Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and its library, and he later served for several years as webmaster for Logia: A Journal of Lutheran Theology, among other technology projects. In December 1996, Collver answered a programming question on Usenet with hand-written Julian Day Number conversion algorithms—the seminarian and the programmer, indistinguishable.

Between these two projects lies a third, and in some ways the most quietly pervasive: a font. In 2005, as the Commission on Worship of the LCMS prepared Lutheran Service Book, Collver designed the liturgical symbol font used to typeset its services. The work was done in FontLab and delivered in the three formats of the day—PostScript Type 1, TrueType, and OpenType— encoding the small but essential marks by which a Lutheran service is set on the page: the dialogue letters that cue Pastor, Congregation, and Lector ([image: liturgical symbol P C L]); the versicle and response signs ([image: liturgical symbol V R]); and the cross ([image: liturgical symbol T]) printed wherever the rubrics invite the sign of the cross in remembrance of Baptism. Prototype sheets were circulated for review—one surviving set bears the name of Jon Vieker, assistant director of the LSB project—as the letterforms were widened, squared, and resized through dozens of iterations. The finished font runs silently through Lutheran Service Book (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) and its companion volumes—the Altar Book, the Agenda, the Pastoral Care Companion, the accompaniment and lectionary editions—wherever a worshiper’s eye meets a [image: liturgical symbol V], a [image: liturgical symbol R], or a [image: liturgical symbol T]. Collver’s name appears among the hymnal’s acknowledged contributors. It is perhaps the purest instance of the technologist in service to the church: not a program to be downloaded, but a tool for setting the church’s prayer in type—hidden in plain sight in the pew racks of LCMS congregations.

Thirty years later, the program was reborn. On June 8, 2026, Collver launched Lutheran Lectionary (lectionary.collver.biz), an open-source web application—Python and Flask, MIT- licensed, self-hosted on his own server—which he describes explicitly as the rebirth of Calendar Explorer. The 2026 version offers both Lutheran Service Book lectionary series, the complete LSB Daily Lectionary, the Hymn of the Day for both series, One-Year propers drawn from the public-domain Common Service Book of the Lutheran Church (1917)—the same traditional wording familiar from The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), but taken from the earlier, copyright-free source, calendar feeds, PDF exports, and a JSON API; its editorial policy—public-domain texts only—is documented in the project’s README. Within days of launch, users from LCMS and ELS circles were verifying pericopes, catching bugs, and submitting fixes. Even the bugs rhyme across the decades: a 1996 changelog entry reads “Fixed problem that caused the Church Year to be one week too short,” and in 2026 a commenter caught an off-by-one error in the Sundays after Trinity—both fixed promptly, the latter now guarded by an automated test. The distribution arc—from CompuServe and shareware CD-ROMs to GitHub, Docker, and open source—is the history of software in miniature. The continuity beneath it is theological: the conviction that animated the 1996 Michaelmas essay, that the church’s calendar is a humane way to keep time, animates the 2026 project still. The liturgical core was present before the Ph.D., before the travels—expressed first in Visual Basic.



International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (2016–2019)

In 2016, Collver assumed an additional role as Senior Managing Director (Deployed) of the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW), based in Wittenberg, Germany. The ILSW was a new initiative designed to provide a permanent Lutheran confessional presence in the city of the Reformation itself—the city where Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 and where the trajectory of Western Christianity was forever altered.

The year 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, and the Lutheran world marked it with hundreds of events, conferences, and commemorations in Wittenberg and around the globe. Collver was present in Wittenberg for much of this commemoration. In May 2015, two years before the anniversary, he had spoken at an international conference in Wittenberg on the theme "Celebrating the Reformation Rightly: Remembrance, Repentance, Rejoicing." In July 2017, he attended the International Congress for Luther Research in Wittenberg. Throughout this period, the ILSW was working to establish a lasting institutional presence that would outlast the anniversary celebrations and continue to offer confessional Lutheran witness in the cradle of the Reformation.

The ILSW role required Collver to be based in or near Wittenberg for significant stretches of time—hence the designation "Deployed." It added yet another layer of complexity to an already demanding professional life, but it reflected his deep commitment to the theological heritage that grounded all of his international work. Lutheranism, for Collver, was not merely an institutional affiliation but a theological identity rooted in the Reformation's recovery of the Gospel. To be present in Wittenberg—in the city of Luther, Melanchthon, and the Augsburg Confession—was to stand at the source.



Humanitarian Presence: Haiti, Refugees, and Mercy

Running alongside the church relations and ecumenical work was a sustained engagement with humanitarian ministry. This dimension of Collver's work is easy to overlook in a collection of trip reports and meeting minutes, but it was never peripheral to his understanding of his calling.

The Haiti earthquake of January 2010 was the defining humanitarian event of his first decade of ministry. Collver made three separate trips to Haiti in January and February of that year, working with LCMS Mercy Medical Teams in the immediate aftermath of the disaster. He gave multiple radio interviews about the crisis—on Issues, Etc., The God Whispers, and other programs—and continued to follow Haiti closely in subsequent years, returning in 2012 to assess the ongoing situation.

In 2016, Collver traveled to Uganda and visited the Nyumanzi refugee camp, where tens of thousands of South Sudanese refugees had fled the violence of the civil war. The trip to South Sudan—to Juba, where he met with the leadership of the Lutheran Church in the Nuba Mountains—gave him direct exposure to one of the world's most acute humanitarian crises. His report on the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church, filed later that year, reflects both careful observation and deep pastoral concern.

Madagascar was another consistent focus of humanitarian engagement. Collver visited the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) repeatedly—in 2007, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, and twice in 2018—maintaining a relationship with one of the world's largest Lutheran churches (estimated membership: 4 million) and supporting the "Tin Roofs" project that provided basic infrastructure to rural Lutheran communities. His 2007 article in Missio Apostolica, "Jesus, My Blood Brother, and HIV/AIDS in Madagascar," reflected his early engagement with the intersection of mercy and mission in the Malagasy context.



Scholar and Author

Throughout the years of travel and administration, Collver maintained an active scholarly and publishing career. His bibliography spans more than fifty publications, including journal articles, book chapters, encyclopedia entries, Bible studies, and a co-authored monograph. The range is impressive: from technical articles in Concordia Theological Quarterly on the ecclesiology of Augustana VII, to popular essays in Lutheran Witness, to contributions to the Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation published by Rowman & Littlefield in 2017. His scholarly work earned recognition from the Concordia Historical Institute on multiple occasions: a 2007 Award of Commendation for 'Lay Elders: A Brief Overview of Their Origin in the Missouri Synod— Implications for Elders Today' (Concordia Journal, January 2006), presented at CHI's 33rd Annual Awards Banquet in November 2007; and a 2019 Award of Commendation for 'A Brief History of the International Lutheran Council,' presented at CHI's 45th Annual Awards Banquet in November 2019.

His most significant scholarly work during this period may be the 2019 monograph co- authored with Charles P. Schaum: Breath of God, Yet Work of Man: Scripture, Philosophy, Dialogue, and Conflict (Concordia Publishing House). Developed originally as the primary course resource for the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, the book examines the nature and authority of Scripture in an ecumenical context and explores the tensions underlying the use of Scripture in Christian witness, acts of mercy, and life together. It reflects the concerns that ran through all of Collver's theological work: the relationship between Scripture and tradition, the grounds of confessional identity, and the challenge of maintaining theological integrity in an era of ecumenical accommodation. Rev. Dr. John T. Pless of CTSFW described it as "a provocative book that will engage both those within and outside of the Missouri Synod in coming to understand the development of modern hermeneutics." The book received an Award of Honorable Mention for a Major Publication from the Concordia Historical Institute in 2020.

He also edited Christian Okon Ekong's Strengthening Integrity and Accountability in Church Leadership (Concordia Publishing House, 2019) and served as a translator, rendering Ernst Sommerlath's "Luther's Teaching on the Lord's Supper" into English for Closed Communion? Admission to the Lord's Supper in Biblical Lutheran Perspective (Concordia Publishing House, 2017). He co-edited the Casper-Ziegler volume The Diaconate of the Ancient and Modern Church (Concordia Publishing House, 2014) and the Norman Nagel Festschrift Dona Gratis Donata (2015). His essay "New Work in An Ancient Land" appeared in Lutherans Engage the World (Saint Louis, Missouri, 2015), and his article "Lutheran Day Schools in North America" was published in M. A. Lamport (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation (pp. 456-457, Rowman & Littlefield, 2017).

The sheer volume of published work during a period of nearly constant international travel is remarkable. It testifies to a scholar who did not regard writing as a separate activity from ministry but as a dimension of the same vocation—a way of serving the church with the mind, just as travel served the church with the body.

He also taught. During the years of international ministry, Collver served as an Adjunct Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne—in 2009 for Advanced Pastoral Theology, and in 2017 for Church Fellowship and Partner Relations. He was a plenary speaker at

the Annual Symposium on the Lutheran Confessions in Fort Wayne in both 2011 and 2018, and a regular presence at ILC conferences, LCMS Mission Summits, district pastors' conferences, and theological gatherings around the world.

Collver was also a frequent and sought-after voice on Issues, Etc., the Lutheran talk radio program produced by Lutheran Public Radio—the premier confessional Lutheran media platform of its era, reaching tens of thousands of listeners weekly with its tagline "Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ." Between 2009 and 2017, he appeared on the program thirty-one times, ranging across virtually the full scope of his responsibilities and expertise. His earliest appearances came when he was still at LCMS World Relief and Human Care: he discussed the ordination of women and homosexuality in August 2009, and Haitian relief efforts in February 2010. After his appointment as Director of Church Relations, the topics expanded: the biblical terms Witness, Mercy, and Fellowship (November 2010); natural law and the ordination of women (February 2011); mercy in body and soul (May 2011); angels (September 2011); the global Christian population with Pew Forum researcher Conrad Hackett (December 2011); early Lutheran missions to India, Nigeria, and Papua New Guinea (February 2012); the blessing of persecution (May 2014); the defrocking of Lutheran pastors in Finland (April 2015); the theology and practice of confessional Lutheran missions (December 2015); the Norwegian Lutheran Church's decision to allow homosexual marriage (April 2016); Catholic-Lutheran relations and Pope Francis's meetings with LWF representatives (October–November 2016); the World Communion of Reformed Churches and the Joint Declaration on Justification (July 2017); Roman Catholicism and the anniversary of the Reformation (July 2017); and Lutheran worldwide (August 2017). The breadth and frequency of these appearances—spanning mercy work, missions theology, church discipline, ecumenical relations, and the Reformation heritage—testify to his standing as one of the most publicly engaged and broadly knowledgeable theological voices in confessional American Lutheranism during this period.



A Statistical Portrait of the Travels

The travel record assembled in these volumes is, by any measure, extraordinary. Between 2005 and 2019, Collver made 225 recorded trips—an average of roughly sixteen trips per year, or more than one trip every three weeks for fourteen years. Many of these trips lasted two to three weeks; some lasted a month or more. The aggregate time away from home exceeded 1,500 days—more than four full years spent in transit or on assignment.

He visited 61 countries on six continents. The countries in his record span every inhabited region of the globe, from the refugee camps of Uganda to the seminaries of Siberia, from the Lutheran communities of Papua New Guinea to the cathedral cities of central Europe. Thirteen of those countries were in Africa, thirteen in the Americas, thirteen in the Asia-Pacific region, two in Central Asia, nineteen in Europe, and one in the Middle East.

The travel was not evenly distributed across destinations. Germany appears most frequently—as the seat of the ILC's headquarters in Berlin, as the location of Wittenberg and the ILSW, and as a hub for European connections. Kenya, Ethiopia, the Netherlands (as a transit hub), the Czech Republic, Russia, and Indonesia also recur regularly. Some destinations were visited once and never returned to; others—Kenya, Russia, Madagascar, Germany, Ethiopia— became almost second homes.

Category Figure

Total recorded trips (2005–2019) 225

Countries visited 61 (6 continents)

Countries in Africa 13

Countries in the Americas 13

Countries in Asia-Pacific 13

Countries in Central Asia 2

Countries in Europe 19

Countries in the Middle East 1

Estimated miles flown ~1,135,000

Days away from home (estimated) ~1,528

New church fellowships, 2010–2019 9 active tenure + 4 at 2019 Convention

Partner churches (full fellowship, 2018)

35

Church bodies tracked (2018) 106

The travel serves as a kind of biography in itself. Reading the itineraries and trip reports chronologically—as these volumes invite the reader to do—one can watch the scope of the work expand year by year, the relationships deepen, the crises emerge and recede, the theological conversations develop. One can see the development of the ILC from an informal fellowship body to a constituted legal organization with executive staff and a formal conference structure. One can watch the Global Seminary Initiative take shape and begin to bear fruit. One can trace the arc of individual relationships—with EECMY leaders in Ethiopia, with seminary professors in Siberia, with church presidents in Latin America—from initial contact to deep mutual trust.



About These Volumes: A Guide for the Reader

The documents collected in these volumes have been organized chronologically, from two antecedent documents dated 1991 and 1997 through the final documents of 2023, with the core record spanning 2005 through 2019. Each document is preceded by a separator page identifying the date, title, and principal location or subject of the document. The volumes include a master Table of Contents listing every document, its date, and its page number.

The collection encompasses more than 225 documents—trip reports, meeting minutes, agendas, fellowship agreements, church body descriptions, theological position papers, itineraries, and related correspondence. Some documents are formal; others are informal working papers. Some were written for internal LCMS or ILC use; others were prepared for publication or public presentation. The collection spans from 2005 through 2023, with the later documents (2022–2023) representing the continuation and fruition of programs Collver founded during his

active ministry years. Taken together, they constitute an unusually complete record of international Lutheran ministry during a critical period.

Because the collection is large—roughly 2,500 pages in its printed form—it has been divided into four volumes: Volume I (2005–2010, with the two antecedent documents), Volume II (2011–2012), Volume III (2013–2014), and Volume IV (2015–2023). Each volume is self- contained, opening with this introduction, a world map of the sixty-one countries visited, a statistical analysis of the travels, and its own table of contents.

For the reader approaching these materials for the first time, several entry points may be helpful. Those interested in ecumenical relations may wish to begin with the ILC-PCPCU dialogue documents (2013–2018) or the ILC World Conference proceedings (Buenos Aires 2015, Antwerp 2018). Those interested in Africa may wish to follow the sequence of Kenya and Ethiopia reports, which trace a sustained engagement with East African Lutheranism over more than a decade. Those interested in the theology of fellowship may wish to read the EECMY partnership agreement documents alongside Collver's published articles on Augustana VII. Those interested in humanitarian ministry may wish to begin with the Haiti reports of 2010.

Whatever the point of entry, the reader will find here a record of extraordinary commitment—of a man who gave his best years and considerable gifts to the service of the Gospel in its Lutheran expression, across more than sixty countries and countless miles, in the conviction that the church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, and that its unity and fidelity are worth the cost of the journey.

†




Chronological Summary of Ministry Highlights (2005–



2023)

The following summary provides a year-by-year overview of the principal milestones of Collver's ministry during the period covered by these volumes. It is intended as a reference companion to the primary documents and as an orientation for readers who wish to situate a particular document in its broader context.

2005 — The First Journeys

Teaching residency in Novosibirsk, Russia (October). Presentation at Metro-Detroit East Pastors' Study Group. Visiting Assistant Professor, Concordia University Ann Arbor. First international travels in LCMS service. Publication in Logia on In Statu Confessionis.

2006 — World Relief and Human Care

Appointed Executive Pastoral Assistant, LCMS World Relief and Human Care. Travel to Indonesia and Hong Kong (September). Presentations at Rocky Mountain District and Southern Indian District Pastors' Conferences. Keynote at Lutheran Liturgical Prayer Brotherhood. First LCMS-focused article on deacons and mercy ministry.

2007 — Africa, Brazil, Russia

Attended as guest the White House Compassion in Action Roundtable on malaria in Africa (February 15), chaired by First Lady Laura Bush, representing LCMS World Relief and Human Care. First Madagascar visit (February). Kenya and South Africa (September). International Luther Congress, Canoas, Brazil (July). Teaching residency in Novosibirsk, Russia (October– November). Project Wittenberg, Berlin (April). Co-coordinated Themba Girls benefit, Sheldon Concert Hall, St. Louis. CHI 33rd Annual Awards Banquet (November 8): received Award of Commendation for 'Lay Elders: A Brief Overview of Their Origin in the Missouri Synod' (Concordia Journal, 2006).

2008 — Asia and Africa

Travel to Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, and India (February). Medical Mercy Team, Kenya (October). Interview on Kenyan National Television. Wittenberg, Germany (November).

2009 — Russia and South Africa

Teaching residency, Novosibirsk (May). Lutheran Conference, South Africa (August). Multiple district convention presentations across the United States. Wrote Bible Studies on Ezra, Nehemiah, Hosea, Joel, Amos for Concordia Publishing House.

2010 — Haiti and the Beginning of Church Relations

Appointed Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President, LCMS; installed at the LCMS International Center September 13. Three trips to Haiti in January–February following the catastrophic earthquake. Visits to Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Czech Republic, Poland, Germany, Russia, South Korea. Fellowship recognized between LCMS and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (December). 64th Regular Convention of the LCMS, Houston.

2011 — Czech Republic, Africa, the Americas

Chairman of LCMS Global Seminary Initiative begins. Visits to Czech Republic, Kenya, Dominican Republic, Argentina, Norway/Sweden (brief), Lithuania, Latvia, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia (December–January 2012). Ecumenical discussions with NALC (December) and ACNA (October). 34th Annual Symposium on the Lutheran Confessions, Fort Wayne.

2012 — Indonesia, Haiti, Geneva, Papua New Guinea, Finland

Began serving the International Lutheran Council in an executive secretarial capacity (the formal titles—Executive Secretary, then General Secretary—came with incorporation in 2017 and at Antwerp in 2018). Travel to Haiti, Indonesia, Geneva, Papua New Guinea, Finland, Singapore, Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, Czech Republic. LCMS and GLC-PNG National Pastors' Conference (Papua New Guinea, ~1,000 attendees). Organized International Conference on

Confessional Leadership near Atlanta (fall 2012): over 120 Lutheran leaders from around the world gathered for edification and encouragement, with support from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation and the Lutheran Church Extension Fund.

2013 — 65th LCMS Convention, Rome, Africa, Latin America, Russia, ILC Dialogue

65th Regular LCMS Convention, St. Louis (July 20–25): Collver served as Protocol Officer and introduced international guests on the convention floor. Convention adopted Res. 1-01A (Global Seminary Initiative, 986 Yes/12 No); Res. 4-01 (Liberia fellowship, 946 Yes/7 No); Res. 4-02 (Siberian ELC fellowship, 965 Yes/3 No); Res. 4-03 (Togo, unanimous); Res. 4-04 (ILC affirmation, 981 Yes/6 No). Collver introduced Archbishop Ekong (Nigeria), Rector Streltsov (Siberia), and Bishop Bolay (Liberia) on the floor. ILC-PCPCU Informal Dialogue begins (November, Rome). Travel to Guatemala, South Africa, Germany, Japan, France, Netherlands, Czech Republic, Russia, Kenya, Madagascar, Tanzania. Vatican meeting, ILC–PCPCU, November 18.

2014 — Ethiopia, Kenya, Turkey, Nicaragua, South America

EECMY-LCMS Partnership Agreement signed (November 17). Travel to Kenya (January– February; March), Istanbul (June), Nicaragua (May), Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina (July– August), Germany, Netherlands, London. Director of Regional Operations, Office of International Mission (through June 2015). Presented mission update to LCMS Council of Presidents (September 20–23, St. Louis): 137 LCMS workers in 36 countries; $1.2M invested in Global Seminary Initiative for FY2013–14, serving 150 students across Ethiopia, Togo, Russia, Tanzania, and Madagascar.

2015 — Argentina, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Norway

ILC 25th World Conference, Buenos Aires (September). Mongolia visit, Ulaanbaatar (June). Norway protocol agreement signed (March 7); Norwegian Lutheran Mission delegation hosted in St. Louis (August). Travel to London (January), Geneva (January), UAE, Hong Kong, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, Nigeria, Germany, Netherlands, France. ILSW Conference, Wittenberg (May).

2016 — Ethiopia, South Sudan, Uganda, Russia, Ukraine, Latvia, Wittenberg, Multiple Fellowships

Appointed Senior Managing Director (Deployed), ILSW, Wittenberg. Reformation 500th anniversary programming begins. Full trip record for the June–August quarter, per the Church Relations Report to BOD, BIM, and CTCR: April 11–15: Speaker at EECMY Pastors' Conference on Sola Scriptura, Gudina Tumsa Retreat Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — co-speakers Rev. Dr. John Denninger, Rev. Dr. Yared Halche, and Rev. Allan Buss. May 23–26: LCMS Theological Professors Conference, Irvine, California. June 1–6: European Lutheran Conference, Antwerp, Belgium. June 10: Mill Neck Board of Directors, New York. June 13–15: Visit with Lutherans in Bogotá, Colombia. June 18–23: Speaker at Workshop on "Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church)," Gudina Tumsa Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — approximately 138 attendees from all 24 EECMY church units and Addis Ababa congregations; co-speakers Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (CTSFW) and Deaconess Faith Swenson; workshop presented Lutheran

Scriptural teaching on the roles of male and female in the church and family; the EECMY sent a formal letter of thanks. July 7–14: 66th Regular LCMS Convention, Milwaukee — Collver addressed the convention on global Lutheranism (Psalm 22:27), introduced church leaders from ~20 countries, and formally presented each new fellowship partner on the floor; six fellowship resolutions adopted unanimously (Norway, Uruguay, Guatemala, Venezuela, Kazakhstan, Chile); ILC affirmed by Res. 5-07. July 16–20: LCMS Youth Gathering, New Orleans. July 26–28: Evangelical Mekane Yesus Lutheran Fellowship in North America, Minneapolis. August 1–5: 20th Anniversary Summer Seminar, Novosibirsk, Russia. August 6–8: Consecration of Bishop Hans Jönsson, Riga, Latvia. August 9–11: Protocol agreement signed with DELKU and SELCU, Odessa, Ukraine. August 12–15: ILSW managing director transition (farewell to Rev. David Mahsman; welcome of Ms. Kristin Lange), Wittenberg, Germany. August 22–23: Global Seminary Initiative video shoot, Fort Wayne, Indiana. August 28–29: ILSW Managing Director Meeting, Topeka, Kansas. Additional travel that year: Norway/Sweden (January), Uganda/South Sudan (February–March), Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, France, UK, Tanzania, Kenya, Madagascar. ILC-PCPCU Dialogue, Paderborn (October). ILC World Seminaries Conference, Wittenberg (October). New fellowships: Chile, Kazakhstan, Uruguay, Guatemala (renewed), Venezuela (renewed).

2017 — Reformation 500, Philippines, Japan, Turkey, Canada, Ukraine

LLDP protocol agreement signed (January) by LCMS President Harrison, CTSFW President Dr. Lawrence Rast, Collver, and ILC EC Chairman Dr. Kintz, establishing the Lutheran Leadership Development Program with $500,000 CPH grant. ILC formally incorporated; Collver appointed Executive Secretary of ILC, Inc. (September). SELK Reformation Jubilee, Berlin/Wittenberg (June). 500th Anniversary of the Reformation celebrations in Wittenberg (July–August). International Congress for Luther Research, Wittenberg. Travel to Philippines, Japan, Ukraine, Turkey, Geneva, Canada, Germany, France. ILC-LWF Consultation, Geneva (April). Eastern European Lutheran Bishops Conference, Odessa.

2018 — ILC 26th Conference, Australia, Taiwan, Nigeria, Belgium, Latvia

ILC 26th World Conference, Antwerp (September 25–28): Collver compiled 160-page conference book, served as liturgist at opening worship, introduced the conference theme “Ecclesiology and Ecumenism”, and delivered the Executive Secretary’s historical report. 17 new member churches admitted representing 4.15 million Lutherans (total ILC now 54 bodies, ~7.15M members); Malagasy Lutheran Church (4M members) among new admissions. Title changed to General Secretary. "Brief History of the ILC" address delivered. ILC-PCPCU Dialogue, Bleckmar (September). LCMS-ELCT Partnership Agreement signed. Travel to Nigeria, Japan, Taiwan, Germany, Madagascar, France, Belgium, Latvia, South Korea, Australia (LCA Convention, October 4).

2019 — Berlin and Transition

Final year of international service. Employment as Director of Church Relations concluded March 11, 2019, at age 46. Berlin trip (February). LLDP first cohort convenes at the Old Latin School in Wittenberg (February 18–March 1); Collver quoted in ILC announcement (January 15): "We are grateful for our partners in this project, and are excited to work with them in raising up a new generation of global Confessional Lutheran leaders." Breath of God, Yet Work of Man

released as first LLDP course resource (Schaum and Collver, CPH). The St. Louis Post-Dispatch noted his departure on March 22, 2019, reporting that under his leadership the ILC had grown from 33 to 53 church bodies—an addition of 20 new member churches during his tenure—and quoting ILC Chairman Hans-Jörg Voigt: "Dr. Collver's service to the International Lutheran Council and world Lutheranism has been extraordinary, with far reaching results and accomplishments." CHI Award of Commendation for "A Brief History of the ILC" (November 2019 banquet). Transition to Vacancy Pastor at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Ironton, Missouri; subsequently to Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School, Troy, Illinois (2020).

2020–2021 — Installation at St. Paul's, Troy, Illinois

Installed as Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School, Troy, Illinois on August 30, 2020 (noted in the Troy Times-Tribune). St. Paul's holds services Saturday evening and Sunday morning with Holy Communion at each. Continued involvement in LCMS and ILC network in advisory and teaching capacities. LLDP cohort completes first year of study. Three Doves Kennel operational — English Springer Spaniels bred for conformation, hunt tests, and performance sports.

2022 — LLDP Commencement and Continued Teaching

First LLDP commencement ceremony, November 17, Troy, Illinois. Collver delivered commencement address and served as thesis advisor to two of the four graduates. Taught MAL504 "Lutheran Mission, Ecclesiology, and Ecumenism" at St. Paul's Troy as part of the LLDP curriculum (November 7–18). The program's first graduates—pastors from partner churches in Africa and elsewhere—received their degrees, marking the fruition of the LLDP initiative Collver co-founded in 2017.

2023 — Teaching World Lutheranism and Ecumenism

November 6–17: LLDP 8th session at Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. Collver (serving as "former ILC General Secretary") taught the course on World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement for a new cohort of three students from Africa and Tanzania. The continuation of the LLDP program demonstrated the lasting institutional legacy of Collver's international work—programs he initiated that continued to bear fruit beyond his active tenure.

2026 — Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway

January 2026: Joined the board of the Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway (FOLCIN), an organization supporting confessional Lutheran witness in Norway. Board membership renews formal engagement with Norwegian Lutheranism that had grown through more than a decade of church relations work, including Collver’s central role in establishing LCMS–Lutheran Church in Norway fellowship (2014–2015). Three Doves Kennel earns AKC Breeder of Merit designation. On June 8, Collver launched Lutheran Lectionary (lectionary.collver.biz), the open-source rebirth of his 1996 shareware program Calendar Explorer.



A Word of Gratitude and Purpose

These volumes exist because of many people. They exist because of the presidents of the LCMS— The Rev. Gerald B. Kieschnick, LL.D. honoris causa, and The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, LL.D. honoris causa, D.D. honoris causa—who trusted Collver with extraordinary responsibilities and gave him the freedom to pursue them with his characteristic combination of theological seriousness and pastoral warmth. They exist because of the ILC member churches around the world, whose leaders welcomed him, argued with him, prayed with him, and shared with him their vision of what Lutheran Christianity can be in its global expression. They exist because of colleagues at the LCMS International Center in St. Louis who managed the logistical demands of an office that was, much of the time, physically located on the other side of the world.

They exist, most of all, because the work itself mattered. The churches Collver visited were not abstractions. They were communities of real people—pastors trained in difficult circumstances, congregations worshipping in languages he could not speak, seminary students studying theology with resources that most American Christians would consider inadequate, families who found in the Lutheran confession a clarity and a comfort that sustained them through suffering and uncertainty. The documents in these volumes are, at bottom, the record of a series of encounters: between one Lutheran pastor from Michigan and the global family of churches that share his confession.

These volumes also exist because of a family who gave generously of the time and presence they were owed. The hundreds of days away from home—the missed dinners and school events, the weeks of silence across twelve time zones—were made possible by the patience, support, and love of Collver's wife, Terra, and their children, Christopher and Kaitlyn. Ministry of this scope and duration is never the work of one person alone. That Terra bore its weight with grace and held the home together through years of sustained absence is an act of partnership and sacrifice that no travel archive can adequately capture. These volumes belong to her as much as to the man whose name appears on them.

It is the hope of all who have contributed to the assembly of these volumes that they will serve not only as a historical record but as an encouragement—evidence that the confession of the Gospel is alive and active in every corner of the world, that Lutheran churches in Liberia and Mongolia and the Nuba Mountains and Siberia and rural Madagascar are not curiosities but members of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, and that the work of connecting them to one another and to the broader fellowship of confessional Lutheranism is worth every mile.

Soli Deo Gloria





Travel History Analysis

TripIt export 2005–2019 — original chart reproduced
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Country & Year Tracker

Travel by country and year — original tables reproduced
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1991

International Ministry Documents

(These documents predate Dr. Collver’s 2010 appointment as Director of Church Relations. They are included because they shaped the international work he would go on to lead.)




Partner Church Protocol 1991 Bohlmann

Document 1 · 1991-06-27 · Agenda



The following is from the Council of Presidents Policy Manual, authored by President Ralph 
Bohlmann and still in effect as policy: 
 
21.1 INTRODUCTION BY RALPH BOHLMANN 
 
OFFICIAL NOTICE 

TO: All synodical officers, districts, boards, commissions, staff, auxiliaries, colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and other entities 

SUBJECT: Clearance of official partner church contacts and other official contacts 
In keeping with the President's responsibilities for official contacts with other church bodies 
(Bylaw 3.101,g) and with all partner churches (Bylaw 3.101,f), I am herewith asking that all 
synodical officers, districts, boards, commissions, staff, auxiliaries, colleges, universities, 
seminaries, and other entities observe the following policies and procedures, effective 
immediately: 
1. All official visits, contacts, invitations, activities, or proposed projects involving other 
church bodies or their representatives, including our partner churches, are to be cleared well in 
advance by my office. 

2. All official activities or projects, including mission-related endeavors, in a country with 
an established Lutheran church are to be cleared in advance by my office. 

3. All proposed mission activities or projects in a country where there is no established 
Lutheran church, or where the Synod is already involved in mission activity or support, as well as 
in all other countries, are to be cleared in advance by the Board for Mission Services. 

4. Reports on all such approved visits, invitations, activities, contacts, and projects shall be 
provided to the appropriate office(s) in a timely fashion. 

This notice repeats and updates the policies and procedures announced when the Church 
Relations Department was established approximately three years ago. Your compliance with these 
policies and procedures is needed in order to facilitate the most effective participation of the 
Synod in the worldwide mission of the whole church. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Ralph A. Bohlmann, President June 27, 1991 




1997

International Ministry Documents

(These documents predate Dr. Collver’s 2010 appointment as Director of Church Relations. They are included because they shaped the international work he would go on to lead.)




Kuster Kazakhstan Strategy

Document 2 · 1997-11-11 · reproduced from the original document
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2007

International Ministry Documents

(These documents predate Dr. Collver’s 2010 appointment as Director of Church Relations. They are included because they shaped the international work he would go on to lead.)




Collver CHI Award 2007

Document 3 · 2007-06-15 · reproduced from the original letter
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2008

International Ministry Documents

(These documents predate Dr. Collver’s 2010 appointment as Director of Church Relations. They are included because they shaped the international work he would go on to lead.)




Quill Trip Report for Ethiopia

Document 4 · 2008-02-09 · Narrative



Trip Report to Awasa and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia January 19 – February 9, 2008 Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies, CTS

Awasa Awasa is located about four and a half hours drive south of the capital city of Awasa. Pastor Charles Froh, of San Mateo, California and I were asked to conduct a five day workshop (January 28 to February 1) for pastors and evangelists from the surrounding area. Some of the participants came from a newly developed mission area of the Makane Yesus Ethiopian Church which is located along the boarder of Somalia. Rev. Abdi Tadessa, a professor at the Mekane Yesus Theological Seminary organized the workshop for twenty pastors and evangelists. I taught homiletics and Pastor Froh taught a course on how to teach the Catechism. Grace Lutheran Church in San Mateo paid for Pastor Froh’s travel expenses as well as the entire cost of the workshop (travel, food, lodging for the participants, conference expenses, catechisms and Bibles for those participants who did not have personal copies.

Mekane Yesus Seminary, Addis Ababa Mekane Yesus Seminary was established in 1960 as an institution of higher theological instruction/seminary of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) in 1960 as a joint effort of the newly established EECMY and three mission organizations (The Swedish Evangelical Mission, the American Lutheran Mission, and the German Hermansburg Mission). The main aim was to “to train pastors for the ministry of the EECMY based on her doctrinal basis.”

Since then, additional programs of study have been added to where the curricula include several departments (Theology Department, Department of Theological Education by Extension, Mekane Yesus Management and Leadership College, Music Department). Thus, its current “’statement of purpose” is “to serve the Triune God, His Church and His people’ by training pastors, leaders, musicians, and teachers in various theological and professional streams, making them mature and competent citizens who will be able to make significant contributions in the building of God’s Church and the nations.” The Seminary opened with 13 students in 1960. Today there are 91 students in the Theology Department. To date, 619 students have graduated in both the Diploma and Degree Programs. Currently there are 207 students in the Makane Yesus-Management and Leadership College, 59 in the Music program. The TEE program has 1,501 students in 9 Synods of the EECMY.

The library holds 26,442 volumes. It has some good basic texts, but is in serious need of additional sound theological texts. The Liturgy section contains few texts of worth. This is particularly troublesome since the church is currently engaged in a major liturgical crisis due to the influence of Pentecostal worship in the local congregations, among the youth of the EECMY, in the Music Department at the Seminary, among the some of the theological students. (see below)

2 I was scheduled to teach for two weeks at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya Seminary in Matongo. The outbreak of civil unrest following the national elections forced me to cancel the trip at the last moment. Our local contacts informed me that it was unsafe for the local people to participate. Berhanu Arssi, a CTS graduate student (PhD Missiology) from Ethiopia quickly arranged for an invitation from the Mekane Yesus Theological Seminary for me to teach Liturgics. Originally, Pastor Charles Froh was schedule to accompany my at his congregations expense to teach for one week at the ELCK Evangelists School in Otema while I was teaching at the Seminary. He was also going to give lecture at a one week pastoral conference which was being sponsored by his congregation in San Mateo, CA. When the trip was cancelled, his congregation agreed to underwrite his trip to Ethiopia.

Following the fall Emperor Haile Selassie, both the EECMY and the Seminary endured intense persecution from the new Communist Government whose Marxist-Leninst ideology and practice was opposed to all religion. The Seminary barely managed to remain open due to the presence of foreign missionaries. It also managed to thwart efforts of the Dergue (Communist Party) officials to confiscate the Seminary property. Teaching was difficult and there were very few students.

Pentecostal Movement Not a day went by without a professor or pastor approaching me lamenting the loss of their liturgical heritage to a vigorous, “aggressive,” Pentecostal movement. The Academic Dean, Campus Chaplain (“Dean” of the Chapel) and several other professors are seriously attempting to address this problem. It is clear why I was requested to teach on the Liturgy.

Pentecostalism entered Ethiopia in 1951 when Emperor Haile Selassie personally invited the Pentecostal Finnish “Philadelphia Mission” (the Mattsons, a husband and wife team) into the country. The mission work concentrated on youth and student evangelism. A retreat sponsored by the Philadelphia Mission in 1956 in which a Kenyan evangelist from the “Full Gospel Businessmen’s Association” (of USA origins) had an “awakening, electrifying affect upon the students.” From this retreat the Pentecostal or “Mulu Wengel” (Full Gospel) movement was ignited in Ethiopia.

In 1971/72 the movement was suppressed by the Imperial government at the instigation of the Orthodox Church. A large Mekane Yesus congregation (Sidist Kilo) in Addis Ababa offered hospitality to Pentecostals who were not allowed to meet in their own buildings. This hospitality was “rewarded” as the Pentecostals began infiltrating the congregation and from there moved into other Addis Ababa Mekane Yesus’ congregations and eventually to Nekemte in the Wollega Province.

A major figure in the history of the EECMY is a remarkable man named Gudina Tumsa. Gudina continues to be revered by Ethiopian Lutherans since his Martyrdom by the communists. In July of 1969 he was kidnapped and executed. I have purchased a copy of his writings which are really quite sound in many ways. Nevertheless, his approach to the Pentecostal movement proves, in hindsight, to have been questionable. The spread of the

3 Charismatic movement in the EECMY took place primarily through the youth and students. The question confronting the Mekane Yesus Church was: “Should the movement be welcomed, be suppressed, or be forced out of the church?” According to Paul. E. Hoffman (Berlin), a close friend and colleague of Gudina Tumsa, Gudina “was active in trying to move the Mekane Yesus Church into acceptance of the new movement and to prevent the movement from becoming schismatic.” Many pastors, evangelists and congregations opposed the awakened students. In 1973, with the mediation of Gudina, the Principal of the Mekane Yesus Seminary (Rune Backlund) allowed three charismatic students from Nekemte to enter the seminary to study for the ministry. “By the end of the academic year 1977/78 [Paul Hoffman estimates] that three-fourths of the Seminary students had become charismatics.

. Chapel The first day I attended chapel the entire service consisted of a “praise band” and leader singing three “contemporary/Pentecostal” praise songs and offering extended, emotional extemporaneous prayers. It was nearly unbearable until at the end the Academic Dean took it upon himself to go up to the lectern and say, “you can not have worship without the Word of God.” He read a Scripture reading and gave the Benediction.

On Wednesday, Pastor Froh was asked to preach. I was invited to conduct the liturgy (Service of the Word). The campus chaplain had only recently begun in the position. He has a strong desire to restore liturgical practice, but has little knowledge or experience in how to do it. On Monday (2/4) I preached in chapel and also conducted the Service of the Word. After the service the chaplain asked for a special meeting with me and other pastors. The purpose was to pick my brain on how the services should be conducted—I was to critique both the texts and conduct of the service. I gently offered many suggestions. He then asked me if I would write a new Service of Word, and Service of Holy Communion. He was unaware of Matins and Vespers, but upon explanation asked me to also put together these office services. In the end, we agreed to scrap the Service of the Word entirely. I presented him with a brief order of Matins, Vespers and of the Divine Service. Course Taught I was asked to teach for two weeks as part of the regularly scheduled course on the Liturgy. The course was being jointly taught by two professors, one from Germany and one from Sweden. I was very well received by both men, especially after they sat in on my first lecture. Neither have specific training in the liturgy. Both are equally concerned about the massive influence of Pentecostal worship into the Mekane Yesus Church. By the second day they arranged for additional lectures for the entire campus to be held during my second week, Monday through Thursday from 2:30 to 4:00 in the chapel. The chapel was easily two third full. I was told that attendance was about 75 to 100 each day. Academic Dean Etana Debel put a lot of pressure on the students from the music program to attend. It seems many did so rather reluctantly. My “power point” lecture on Frontier Revival Worship as the Roots of Contemporary Worship, left quite an impression.. By the third day of lectures the attitude among music students changed remarkably, they

4 opened up, smiled, even laughed and seemed to enjoy themselves. The last day my lecture included a detailed list of diagnostic questions for evaluation hymns, complete with handouts. One man, who had led the praise song at the beginning of my lecture, came up to me and said, “I write Christian music. I am about to release my first cassette. Thank you for the lecture. I think I need to go back and evaluate all of my music.”

Meetings with Academic Dean, Etana Abdiss Debel. Dean Etana proposed a Partnership Agreement between CTS and MYS for (1) An exchange of professors on short, med term, or sabbatical leave. (2) Contuining library development, and (3) Exchange of students which he sees as having two components: (a) post graduate students teaching at MYS for a short term period, and (b) faculty development in which their professors pursue doctoral studies at CTS. (Letter proposing Partnership Agreement attached)

There is an urgent need for a professor in Systematics. They only have one professor and he is scheduled to leave for graduate school. The need for a truly Lutheran professor of Dogmatics goes without says. It is an excellent opportunity to have a positive influence on the Mekane Yesus Lutheran identity and future. The request is for a professor to come for three months. Both the Seminary and the Graduate School also have a program in Islamic Studies. It would be an excellent opportunity for Dr. Adam Francisco. They would like him to come for two or three week during the 2008-09 academic year. This should be easy to arrange on my International Studies budget.

Dean Etana also asked me what I knew about a previous agreement with the LCMS. He did not have a copy of the agreement and could not answer if it involved the BFMS and/or the St. Louis Seminary. He did say that before he became academic dean a professor from St. Louis taught at MYS, but he did not recall his name. The details need to be checked out when I return and should be run by Pres. Wenthe.

The position of Academic Dean is on a rotation basis in which the person serves for two year. Dean Etana was asked to serve for three years since this past year they underwent the accreditation review. Dean Etana said that the accreditation is connected to ATS in the States. His term ends this academic year. It is his desire to continue his studies. I believe he would be a good candidate for our PhD program. He prefers to study at a Lutheran institution. Also, Professor Abdi Tedessa who served as my primary host and organizer of the Awasa workshop also need to continue his education. Both men are highly motivated, highly respected and hold important positions at the Seminary.

Pastor Froh was asked to take a week of lectures as part of the regular Christian Education course. The regular instructor was a Christian Reformed lady who was very open to Pastor Froh teaching the section on how to teach the Lutheran Catechism to youth and adults. She openly admitted that she was not equipped to teach Lutheran theology and on her own initiative added two sessions in order that Pastor Froh could complete that segment of the curriculum.




2009

International Ministry Documents

(These documents predate Dr. Collver’s 2010 appointment as Director of Church Relations. They are included because they shaped the international work he would go on to lead.)




Quill Trip Report for Ethiopia

Document 5 · 2009-02-21 · Narrative



Trip Report for Ethiopia Mekane Yesus Seminary February 8-21, 2009 Timothy C. J. Quill Mekane Yesus Seminary This was my third trip to Ethiopia and the second time to teach at MYS. For a detailed report on the MYS see “Trip Report for Ethiopia 2008.”

Courses Taught I taught Christian Worship for two weeks to the 2nd year class (DT2). Kantor Richard Resch taught for one week giving lectures at both the MYS Music School and to the DT2 students.

Worship at MYS The daily morning chapel services at MYS are dominated by non-liturgical worship that is a mixture of contemporary Christian jazz, and Pentecostal style praying and preaching. The leader wears no vestments. The entire service is conducted from the lectern or with the leader walking around, occasionally down the center aisle. The ever-present electronic key board provides constant background music throughout the entire service. The altar is not used. For some of the prayers, the congregation turns their backside to the altar and kneels on their chairs. Other times they stand. Charismatic hand motions are common. One hears the spontaneous mumbling of private prayers and regular utterances of “Amen,” “alleluia,” and occasional ululations when an individual from the congregation is chosen to offer prayers.

A year ago, the same type of worship was present. However, the leadership, particularly the Dean of Theology Etana Abdiss Debel along with the newly appointed Dean of the Chapel expressed deep concern over the loss of Lutheran worship. (See 2008 trip report) At their request I prepared an order of Divine Service and Matins and instructed the Dean of Chapel and theology students in how to lead the service.

These services from 2008 have been slightly modified, but are still being used. Holy Communion is celebrated once a month. Matins is entirely spoken. Kantor Resch taught both the students from the Music School and the DT2 theology students how to chant the Psalm and Benedictus. Matins is used on Tuesdays and Thursdays at which time the leader is robed. Monday and Friday are vernacular prayer and praise services led by the music school. Wednesday is also a non-liturgical vernacular service of prayer and preaching, but difficult to distinguish from the Monday and Friday services.

The Dean of Chapel is being replaced by Professor Abdi Tedessa (our host to Awasa in 2008). He will be in a difficult position as the new administration appears fully committed to their version of “Lutheran-Charismatic” worship.

Comments by Richard Resch I taught the twenty-two theology students the history of the church’s song. I found that no one had even heard of Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress.” They seemed to love being exposed

2 2 to hymns by Ambrose, Luther, Gerhardt as well as the Bach chorale harmonizations. They asked me to leave copies for them to learn. I chose fifteen core hymns to leave with their worship professor. I also gave a copy of “Singing the Faith: Living the Lutheran Musical Heritage” to the library. We were able to view two parts of the DVD in class.

I found a similar lack of background with the residence students of the MYS Music School. They had had little exposure to any church music history with the exception of Johann Sebastian Bach, and that was minimal.

I found both classes to be extremely attentive and eager to learn about their Lutheran roots musically and theologically. I view this one week of teaching as being extremely important, yet only a beginning.

Relationship between CTS and MYS Since teaching at MYS one year ago, the Seminary has undergone a significant change in leadership. The new president is Dr. Belay Guta (DMiss from Fuller Theological Seminary). The new Dean of Theology is Rev. Bruk Ayele (MTh from the Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology, an interdenominational school representing various protestant churches). On the Friday of the first week, Guta and Ayele took Richard Resch and me out for dinner at which they made their vision for MYS unmistakably clear. Bruk was quite vocal, firmly insisting that “We understand ourselves as Lutheran and Charismatic.” He related that the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) studied the charismatic issue and decided that it is in accordance with the Bible. Bruk would not tolerate any dialogue on this point. It was clear from his demeanor that nothing would be gained in arguing with him. Bruk also explained that the ECCMY had merged with the Presbyterian Church. Neither side was required to give up their confession. Both churches were free to understand the Lord’s presence in Holy Communion as they see fit—a spiritual presence or bodily presence. This is the way it is, and Bruk appeared quite proud of it. The ECCMY is a union church whose worship and prayer life is dominated by charismatic influences. There are many in the ECCMY who earnestly desire a restoration of true Lutheran doctrine and practice but the present leadership at the Seminary does not share this position.

Bruk and Guta then moved on to the main issues on their agenda, namely, establishing a partnership arrangement with CTS. They presented four items for CTS to consider:

1. Establish an institutional partnership between CTS and MYS in which accredited diplomas would be granted under the name of both CTS and MYS. I neither rejected nor agreed to this proposal explaining that the President of CTS was responsible for such decisions. The fully understood this protocol.

2. Faculty development. They would like their faculty to study in our graduate programs. I asked if they had any funds to support their studies. Not unexpectedly the answer was no, they would need full scholarship support from CTS.

3 3 3. Student scholarships for students attending MYS. On this point I took to liberty to explain that I felt it was highly unlikely that our seminary would fund students studying at MYS since the purpose and challenge of CTS is to support the students in our various programs of study. President Belay’s response was that he fully understood and appreciated my reaction to this proposal.

4. Visiting Professors from CTS to teach at MYS. They were particularly interested in a long term commitment of 2 to 5 years. I agreed that long term deployment was more effective than short term (2-3 weeks) visits. I did however explain that we send our professors to Lutheran seminaries all over the world to teach short term intensive courses (30 to 40 hours over two or three week) and that these were very effective.

The meeting ended with all agreeing to think about their proposals and meet again the following week for further discussion. No meeting was held the following week. A partnership agreement does not appear practical at this time.




AGENDA PCRC 1202090001 combined

Document 6 · 2009-12-02 · reproduced from the original scanned agenda and exhibits
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Issues, Etc. — Radio Appearances
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Dr. Collver’s guest appearances on the nationally syndicated Issues, Etc. radio program, compiled from the program archive.




	Date
	Ep.
	Topic
	Length





	August 26, 2009
	
	The Ordination of Women & Homosexuality
	54:29



	February 11, 2010
	
	Haitian Relief Efforts
	14:59



	November 8, 2010
	
	The Biblical Terms: Witness, Mercy and Fellowship
	54:29



	February 18, 2011
	
	Natural Law and the Ordination of Women
	—



	May 10, 2011
	
	Mercy in Body and Soul
	36:06



	September 7, 2011
	
	Angels
	40:30



	December 21, 2011
	
	A New Study on the Global Christian Population
	26:30



	February 22, 2012
	#3
	Early Lutheran Missions to India, Nigeria & Papua New Guinea
	26:29



	May 27, 2014
	#2
	The Blessing of Persecution
	24:43



	April 10, 2015
	#3
	The Defrocking of Several Lutheran Pastors in Finland
	13:32



	November 4, 2015
	#1
	A Joint Declaration by Catholics and Lutherans on the Church, the Ministry and the Lord's Supper
	30:14



	December 17, 2015
	#2
	The Theology and Practice of Confessional Lutheran Missions
	39:03



	December 18, 2015
	
	What Make Lutheran Missions Unique?
	1:16



	April 13, 2016
	#4
	The Norwegian Lutheran Church's Decision to Allow Homosexual Marriage
	15:20



	April 15, 2016
	
	Do Gospel Freedom & the Two Kingdoms Equal Acceptance of Homosexual Marriage?
	0:50



	August 17, 2016
	#2304
	An Agreement Between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Roman Catholic Church
	—



	October 13, 2016
	#2872
	Pope Francis' Message to a Group of Lutherans at the Vatican
	17:05



	November 2, 2016
	#3074
	Pope Francis' Meeting in Sweden with Representatives of the Lutheran World Federation
	20:46



	November 4, 2016
	
	The Truth 
	30:04



	July 14, 2017
	
	Roman Catholicism and the Anniversary of the Reformation
	1:07



	August 2, 2017
	#2141
	Lutheranism Worldwide
	38:04
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EECMYAgreement and LCMS
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J Partnership Agreement Between the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Me kane Y esus [EECMY] and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod [LCMS] I. PREAMBLE Whereas the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Y esus (EECMY) grew out of the joint ventures of the European and American Lutheran and Presbyterian Missions/Churches and that of the Indigenous Evangelists, who undertook evangelism work in Ethiopia at the turn of the 19th century; Whereas the EECMY was constituted as a National Church in 1959, which marked the beginning of her history as a self- governing, self- propagating and self supporting church, and at which point she began to play more active role as part of the Universal Church and of the World Wide Ecumenical Family; and whereas the Partners have been faithfully accompanying her in proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ with human power, financial and material supports; Whereas the EECMY and the Partners signed the "Integration Agreement" in 1969, as a result of which the institutions and properties formerly administered by the Partners were transferred to the EECMY; and whereas the EECMY and the Partners signed the "Agreement on Cooperation'' and eventually established the "Committee of Mutual Christian Responsibility" [CMCR] in the latter part of the 1970s; Whereas in the ensuing years, the ministry of the EECMY grew at such a tremehdous speed that she was enormously challenged to devise various strategies for developing and better utilizing her resources, with an aim of becoming more and more self-supporting church; Whereas · in 1972, the EECMY developed a Vision of "Wholistic Ministry", which has been elaborated in her famous Policy Paper entitled: "The Inter-relation between the Proclamation of the Gospel and Human Development"; and whereas the Policy Paper not only offered adequate interpretation of the concept of wholism but also stimulated deeper reflections and prompted actions at local level and on the international scene; Whereas in view of enhancing and broadening our fruitful working relationship of the past years in the field of wholistic mission (witness & service), we have developed a "Concept Document on Partnership" which has been adopted by the 22nd CMCR meeting in January of2001; and whereas this Standard Agreement is based on that concept; '

Now therefore, the ETHIOPIAN EV ANGLICAL CHURCH MEKANE YESUS and LCMS WORLD MISSION REPRESENTING THE LUTHERAN CHURCH1\flSSOURI SYNOD have entered into this "Partnership Agreement" in accordance with the following terms. 2. Aims of the "Partnership Agreement" The Aims of the "Partnership Agreement" are the following: 2.1. To build stronger relations between the EECMY and the Partners, through in-depth discussions and mutual negotiations based on the broader perspectives laid down in the " Concept Document on Partnership", 2.2. To enhance and deepen the impact of the relationship between the EECMY and the Partners in a manner which allows ·the former to become more fully empowered to develop and implement more sustainable strategies for her Wholistic Ministry, and also provides the latter with deeper inspirations and insights for fulfilling their objectives. 2.3. To define the roles and responsibilities of the parties in relationship, with respect to the two types of Partnership specified in the "Concept Document on Partnership". 3. Basis for the "Partnership Agreement" 3.1 .We [the EECMY and the Partners] strongly believe that participating in God's Mission is a wholistic and corporate responsibility of all God's people. Thus, by virtue of our shared heritage, and as a consequence of our long-standing relationships, we belong to each other and have a common task to accomplish for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God. 3.2. We uphold the Biblical truth that the Church of Jesus Christ is one body in Him. Just as each member of the human body lives and functions together with the other members for the well-being of the whole body, we have been joined together by the Lord Jesus Christ to live and func~c5n together. This unity is for the purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission together, as entrusted to us by the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 .3. We, therefore, want to reaffirm our commitment to the common call to the witness and service towards the people of Ethiopia and beyond. In this regard, as parts of one body, we intend to continue serving together into the 21st century and, even so, till the coming of Christ. 3.4. We b.elieve that partnership is a strong and practical commitment towards one another. Hence, as partners, we pledge to always stand by each other, and take part in the joys and difficulties of the other. 3.5. We also believe that our relationship should foster, strengthen and expedite the realization of the Vision/Mission/Goal and Strategy of the EECMY, as far as our joint venture in Ethiopia is concerned. Such a mutual conviction at the same time accepts the fact that we do have our respective identities, cultures, vision/mission/goals and strategies, out of which we come together on a common ground for co-operation. 'fA C IJ/ 1 1 /

3.6. We pledge to be honest and transparent with each other, by ways of integrating our efforts for implementing mutually accepted plans and strategies. 3. 7. We agree that om partnership relation will respect the Constitution and Byelaws of the EECMY. 4. Ground Rules for the Partnership Cooperation 4.1. General Rules 4.1.1. We . affirm that our partnership is a practical and mutual commitment, with the intention and principle of long-term cooperation. Therefore, we intend to cooperate with each other on the basis of equality, integrity, mutual trust, transparency, respect, accountability, Cluistian values and involvement. 4.1.2. We mutually acknowledge three types of working relationship in this Partnership Agreement. 4.1.2.1. Basis of the Partnership: This relationship exhibits mutual and substantial support for the identity and all aspects of the work and well being of the other partner. The LCMS and EECMY have developed their ecclesiastical character w1der very different historical, political and ecclesiastical frames of reference. On the basis of this partnership agreement we seek a deeper understanding of each other's theology and practice as well as an understanding of the challenges and problems that confront each church. We will give priority to spending time together~ learning from each other. It is our mutual hope that our work together will give us the opportw1ity to more fully realize our unity as L!Jtheran Christians so that on the basis of agreement in doctrine and practice the two churches may share full altar and pulpit fellowship. ·· 4.1.2.2. Programme/Project Partnership: This relationship concentrates on a particular area of work. The focus is often understood in terms of sectors, such as evangelistic outreach, food security, HIV/AIDS P&C, community based health and education, empowering the marginalized groups, etc. 4.1.2.3. Network/ AUiance: This is a relationship where two (or more) organizations agree on an agenda they wish to pw-sue together, such as exchanging information, sharing expertise, etc. 4.2. Specific Rules 4.2.1. We reaffirm that the EECMY shall continue to focus on proclaiming the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in Ethiopia and V beyond, as her main aim. Essentially, the motto of the Church l ~ \IV'

remains to be one of serving the whole person (body~ soul and spirit). 4.2.2. As a related aim, we also believe that the EECMY should maintain a level of organizational capacity which is adequate for fulfilling her mission. 4.2.3. We recognize that mutual sharing of information will contribute to the development of common tmderstanding and mutual concern. Therefore~ we will share the Vision/Mission/Goals and strategies of our ministries. 4.2.4. In order for the EECMY to be able to carry out her ministry ··according to mutually accepted plans, the partners together with the EECMY shall seek to provide/avail the required support. 4.2.5. The EECMY is responsible to provide regular reports including audits on the use of the resources secured from the partners and internally raised by the EECMY. 4.2.6. The work in Ethiopia will be carried out according to the standards for planning, reporting, monitoring and evaluation, determined by policies of the Church and the respective project documents and agreements. 4.2.7. EECMY will organize regular meetings with the partners to discuss the overall co-operation, and the implementation of work plans. 4.2.8. The Partners will also arrange occasional meetings between the representatives ofthe Church and their respective constituencies. 5. Roles and Responsibilities of the Parties in Relationship 5 .1. As independent organizations, we have decided to become interdependent. In so doing, we are convinced that we will get mutual benefits from the cooperation and that the result of our joint venture is better than that of which any one of us could have done on our own. We intend to be clear j!Rd appreciate what each of us is offering and benefiting from the cooperation. 5.2. We mutually recognize that the role of the EECMY will be a leading one, for all the work carried out by her. In other words, the Church will be in charge of the work and the total use of resources available (internal and external resources), within the framework of mutually accepted plans. 5.3. We seek to understand the Visions/Mission/Goal, strategies, challenges and problems of each other, and be willing, according to the means available, to support each other. Priority will be given to spending time together discussing and learning from each other and knowing each other's constituencies. 5.4. We will make specific agreements on how to plan, implement, monitor, evaluate and report on the work carried out in partnership. Furthermore, we will also stipulate in our specific agreements procedures for setting priorities together, when to meet, how to solve problems and how to deal with misunderstandings and disagreements. r believe that we are stewards of the resources entrusted to us by Go~ l. ~ v .. and we aflinn that our relationship promotes mutual invo?. 4

5.6. We take joy in the fact that the EECMY has shown a tremendous growth. We, therefore, realize that the Church needs continued assistance from the Partners to be able to cope with her growth. In this regard, Exchange of personnel shall aim at building the internal competence and capacity of the Church. All discussions pertaining to exchange of personnel shall, therefore, have the aspect of competence and capacity building as a major focus. 5.7. Being aware that· the Mission of God takes place in all the continents and that all the parts of the world-wide body of Christ do need each other, we believe that the EECMY can contribute to the ministries of the Partners, through prayers, exchange visits and secondment of personnel. ,. 6. Ratification/ Amendment/Revision . 6.1. This Partnership Agreement will take effect when it has been signed by the EECMY and her respective partner. 6.2. From time to time, this Agreement may be amended or revised by mutual agreement of the EECMY and the partners. 6.3. Termination of this Agreement may be called for by either party in writing, on prior notice of one year. Place ....... Date .22.~ .tJ.i. ~21210 For the EECMY Department of Mission and-Theology Rev. Yonas Yegezu, Director Place ....... Date .. :·~?-;/.(./'? 1 For LCMS World Mission Dr. Michael Rodewald Regional Director for Africa

Photographs from “EECMYAgreement and LCMS” (2010-01-22).
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To Jacmel Haiti Aboard A Cessna 208B Caravan
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Sunday, January 31, 2010 To Jacmel Haiti Aboard A Cessna 208B Caravan Comments and other material posted to this site reflect the personal opinions of individuals and may not necessarily reflect the beliefs and practices of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Material posted from sources other than The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod may appear on this site. Such appearances do not imply an endorsement of the theological, moral, or ethical position of the source. Disclaimer Enter your email address: Subscribe Delivered by FeedBurner Subscribe via email

► December (15) ► November (17) Blog Archive More Create Blog Sign In

We landed in Santo Domingo around 1 PM from Miami today. Once on the ground we discovered that Rev. Harrison's bag along with a box of medical supplies (plus the tent that didn't make it to Miami) did not arrive in the Dominican Republic with us. After retreiving the luggage that accompanied us, we made our way through customs, which was very helpful due to the fact that we were traveling to Haiti (although the Mercy Medical Team's experience was different since they had difficulties bringing medical supplies into the D.R.). We made our way to the information counter to contact Tradewind Aviation, LLC. We then went with an airport security person to get our luggage rescreened, etc. to enter into Haiti. The Mercy Medical Team is safely on the ground and has begun to set up the field clinic. Currently, we are flying at about 10,000 feet above the Dominican Republic and Haiti. In fact, we just recently crossed the border into Haiti. The pilots informed us that the descent would be rather steep and fast due to the terrain. The experience is similar to when we flew over Madagascar a few years ago. There was some turbulance flying through the clouds over the plateau but nothing too exciting. We are approaching Jacmel, Haiti. The cliffs along the coast are rather steep; the photos cannot due justice to the view. We made it safely to Jacmel. Canadian troops have secured the airport in Jacmel. ► October (15) ► September (24) ► August (11) ► July (9) ► June (20) ► May (14) ► April (15) ► March (31) ► February (62) ▼ January (64) Kim and Angelia, Volunteers with LCMS MMT, at Dinner Maggie Karner talks with Dr. Lautenschlager Focused on the Cross To Jacmel Haiti Aboard A Cessna 208B Caravan Miami International Security and Helpful Employees Blog Hacked!! Haiti via Minneapolis/St. Paul for Elders' Retreat... Faith Based Helped for Haiti -- PBS Siberian Lutheran Church Leaders Visits St Louis Jacmel Trip Plans Haiti: God is Still At Work Kirkwood Relief Team Back from Haiti Photos from Good Samaritan Hospital in Jimani Streets of Santiago -- Reflections Rev. Carlos Her...

Besides the pilots, photos include Matthew Harrison, Al Collver, Carlos Hernandez, Glenn Merritt, John Lautenschlager, and John Edson (vice-chair of the Board for Human Care Ministry).

e ... Safely Home Fifth LWR Post-Critical Issues in Haiti Juan Pablo Duarte Birthday Parade Dominican Republic Rev. Harrison's Fourth LWR Post Team Debriefing, Update, and Reflections Rev. Thomas Bernard Talks About Why the Earthquake... Rev. Harrison's Third LWR Post -- "Thank You." President Kessa Welcomes LCMS Group in Haiti Matthew Harrison's 2nd LWR Post Christ in the Ruins Port-au-Prince Boys Shinning Shoes for Clothing and to Help Mother Monument to the Heroes of the Resistance-Santo Do... Update and Reflections Interview CBC and Update Jimani and Brief Update Update from Assessment Team in Haiti Devotion to Departing Mercy Medical Team Loading Truck Full of Rice Load of Rice for Haiti

Haiti Rev Harrison's LWR Blog Post Technology and the Field Brief Update and Reflections Update from Dominican Republic and Haiti Rev Matthew Harrison Collecting Water Transport of Critical Patient Military Chopper Delivering Patients to Jamani Hos... Helicopter Just Landed At Jimani Hospital President Kessa Receives Grant from LCMS WR-HC Meeting with Haitian Police Chief Testing Satellite Phone in Haiti LCMS WR-HC Volunteer in Haiti A Project of the Government of Haiti Crossing into Haiti on Foot to Meet Kessa Hospital at Jimani Dinner at Pollos Victorina Rev Harrison MetroNews Radio Interview abc3+ and Rev Glenn Merritt in Santo Domingo Team Landed in Santo Domingo Matt Harrison in Miami

Miami Update on Aid to Haiti and Cooperation Miami On Way to Dominican Republic and Haiti WR-HC Haiti Plan A Day in the Life of WR-HC -Early Stages of Disa... The Earthquake in Haiti: Again, the ‘Why’ Question LCMS World Relief and Human Care responds in Haiti... The Righteous or Just Man in Plato Joy of Epiphany on a Snowy Day A Little Book on Joy -- Review New Years' Resolution -Audio Greek New Testament Miscellany... Why Now?

Abc3 Editor

Next Followers

Follow My Blog List Weedon's Blog + Melvin Sievers 1 month ago CyberBrethren-A Lutheran Blog Premium Membership: advanced tools, personalized coaching, priority support 5 months ago Do Pastors Dream of Electric Sheep? Hello world! 5 years ago Mercy Journeys with Pastor Harrison 11 years ago Straight Schlueter Pastors: Servants of Christ or Servants of Self 12 years ago Stand Firm My Testimony 13 years ago Master of Disaster 14 years ago Mendely .

Photographs from “To Jacmel Haiti Aboard A Cessna 208B Caravan” (2010-01-31).
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Haiti Nextstep
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Haiti- Next Step Meeting Conference Call 02/09/10

In attendance were Rev. Matthew Harrison, Rev. John Fale, Rev. Glenn Merritt, Rev. Al Collver, Al Dowbnia, Dennis Fangmann, Hans Springer, Barbara Hoffmann, and Georgia Endicott. Please note that Maggie Karner was unable to attend due to working in Haiti and Jacob Fiene unaware of call due to computer glitch.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Matt Harrison.

Rev. Fale began by informing the group that the Mercy Medical Teams are in the experienced hands of Maggie Karner/Jacob Fiene. Maggie will be coming home on Sunday February 14th. Jacob will be leaving with the next team on Friday February 12th.

Rev. Fale: 1) Granting – specifically to ?RSO’s , ?Mission Societies especially those not working directly with ELCH 2) LIRS- spoke with Annie Wilson and her staff at length. Discussed the need for including the Districts, Congregations, other RSOs, etc in whatever projects are formulated. 3) Concern- we must not get ahead of ourselves but make a clear plan so that are funds are used responsibly on behalf of our donors.

Rev. Merritt:

1) Face to face meeting with Rev. Kessa and a 3 person executive committee of his choosing to discuss issues that were brought up during the last 2 visits to Haiti which is tentatively scheduled for next week. 2) The ELCH must come up with a plan, determine the purpose of the plan, and show what programs it will put in place to implement their plan. We need to clearly state what we mean when we state there will be accountability for funds given and detailed reporting of their use of the funds. 3) For example, Rev Merritt received an email from Rev Kessa which listed 6 different pastors and the money they needed. The email did not include why the pastors needed the money or what they were going to use it for, etc. Therefore, it appears that due to the overwhelming circumstances perhaps it would be prudent to provide for a Project Manager to assist Rev. Kessa in assessing the churches and obtaining the necessary information to write a detailed plan and report on how progress is occurring. 4) We are now in the Intermediate Phase of the disaster response. The MMT is finishing up in Jacmel this week. Hopefully, the next team leaving out this week will be able to move to Port au Prince to provide medical services there. Ideally, it would be for the next 2 weeks. 5) Food shipments- we have sent shipments in for 3 weeks in a row. Rev. Kessa requested 2 more weeks of food shipment in Jacmel and Port au Prince. Rev. Merritt is not sure about

this because of his concern for the 6 pastors. Perhaps it would be best to send food to each of them? 6) Big upcoming concern is Housing. Temporary housing options? The rains are going to come soon and then will come the mud, floods, etc. 7) Community Involvement- we need to determine in what way is the Lutheran Church developing feeding stations at the Lutheran Churches where people may also hear the gospel. 8) Rev. Revenel Benoit has emailed Rev. Merritt a detailed report outlining his churches and what needs they have at present. 9) Rev. Kessa says he needs an assistant to get the detailed report complete. He would like to see if Vicar Willie is available for the interim. Vicar Willie is very capable and would be excellent at reporting back to us on progress and findings. Currently, Vicar Willie cannot leave his position for more than a week without putting his job in jeopardy.

A discussion ensued regarding the possibility of Vicar Willie being offered a position similar to that of Ravi in India. Rev. Merritt will discuss this with Rev. Ted Krey next week in the DR. Barb Below also suggested that Vicar Willie would be an excellent choice for a Project Mgr. Rev. Merritt will contact Darin and discuss how Ravi’s employment works.

10) Vehicle- we have been using a rented vehicle on a weekly basis and this is becoming rather expensive. The need for a vehicle is without doubt because of the work that needs to be done. We did agree with Jorge Groh that we would not purchase a vehicle for any partner church. 11) Rev. Merritt has spoken at length with C-Com Leasing. Leasing a vehicle is much cheaper on a yearly basis and even less expensive if the lease is for 2 years. Costs are as follows: $4,800 down payment then $1958 including insurance and maintenance agreement and 15,000 miles included. The cost of a 2 year lease is about $1700 per month.

A discussion ensued and it was decided that we would proceed with a 2 year lease of a vehicle. The 2 year lease will be paid in full up front, except for any overages in mileage which will be due at the end of the leasing period.

12) We have received many requests from Mission Societies. What is our commitment to LWR and how will they report back to us or do they even have to with regards to the relief effort? A discussion ensued and we will be giving a large amount to LWR. However, we should provide a modest amount for ex: $10,000 with a moderate degree of accountability to the Mission Societies to provide relief.

13) Rev. Benoit’s church is located on the North side of the country, but it is reported that 24 of his churches are in the earthquake zone. The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society of Canada is where all of their funds go through.

14) The concern is this: yesterday a group from the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society landed in Jacmel. We assisted them in getting to Jacmel. They never attempted to call Rev. Kessa, stop by the church, etc but drove straight away with Rev. Benoit to his church. This is part of the difficult relationships that we find ourselves amongst. 15) Immediate plan is to go to Santiago next week and meet with Rev. Marky Kessa and 3 people he has chosen to be part of the executive committee of the ELCH. Meet with Rev. Ted Krey. Make sure that they have located and brought in additional tents. Rev. Merritt is looking for someone to take on this journey. He is going to see if Rev. Rutt is available.

Rev. Harrison

1) Rev. Harrison wanted to convey how thankful the BHCM is for the work that is being done especially in the response to the Haiti earthquake. 2) He is concerned about whether we are debriefing our own staff. He himself was traumatized by the sights he saw especially in Port au Prince.

A discussion ensued regarding debriefing of the staff that have been on relief trips inside Haiti. A suggestion was made perhaps Rev. Rick Armstrong could be of assistance in this area.

3) Rev. Harrison wants a complete list of all funds coming in as well as all funds being spent, grants, etc. for the Haiti earthquake. This is to include the expenses of the Dominican Republic staff that have been working with us in this response.

A discussion ensued. Kama Bernabo is keeping track of the expenses in the DR such as hotel bills, Rev. Krey’s credit card expenses in relationship to the Haiti relief effort, etc. Barb Hoffmann reports that we have already received some of those items and she is working with Susan Collins and Ross. Rev. Fale had a meeting with Kurt Buchholz of World Missions and they do intend to use those gifts that are designated for Haiti relief towards the costs associated with the support staff in DR. Hans Springer reports that we are at $2.3 million and this is with checks processed up through Feb 3rd. We have had one large electronic transfer from Thrivent.

4) Rev. Harrison congratulated both Al Collver for the remarkable communication efforts on the ground in Haiti and Al Dowbnia for the remarkable communication efforts stateside. Al Dowbnia reports that we have new detailed and short versions of bulletin inserts available online for churches.

Al Dowbnia

1) Al has received a request from the Reporter staff asking if we want to publicize the fact that one of our food shipments had food stolen off of it. A discussion ensued. The reality of the situation is that only 1/3 of the food was taken off of the back of the truck. Fortunately, the truck was able to keep moving and 2/3 of the food was taken

to the destination without any further problems. We found a new driver and this truck is enclosed and padlocked. It was decided that it is okay if people are aware of the food being taken but no specific story will be done. The people of Haiti for the most part have responded to us with kindness and humility. We do not want to paint them in a bad light. They are just trying to survive. A common thread throughout the thoughts of all who were on the assessment team is how resilient and remarkable the Haitian people are.

No further business being found the meeting was closed.

Respectfully submitted, Georgia Endicott Support Staff




Tenemos Vida - We have our lives

Document 12 · 2010-06-09 · Narrative



Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Labels: Carlos Hernandez, Chiquimula, Guatemala, Reflections "Tenemos Vida - We have our lives" Yesterday, on our multi-hour drive from Chiquimula back to the Lutheran Center in Antigua, Rev. Carlos Hernandez wrote some reflections on the day. In order to "reflect" on what you have seen, heard, and smelled, you need to have some time to actually ponder the events. This trip has been so packed with travel to various sights that little opportunity presents to reflect. Nevertheless, Rev. Carlos Hernandez managed to type out the message below on his cell phone keyboard. (We even had the Guatemalans proof read our Spanish!) abc3+ -Reflections by Pastor Carlos Hernandez, Director, LCMS World Relief and Human Care "Tenemos Vida - We have our lives" Chiquimula, Guatemala, June 8, 2010 - Today we began our Assessment / Pastoral Care work in the Northwest desert region (Very hot! I think I perspired 5 pound. Dr. Collver even took off his collar!) of this Central American country where Dr. Collver and I witnessed the damaging power of the Taco River that weaves through the city's poor neighborhoods (accent on the second vowel and not pronunced like "Taco Bell"!) and that left five dead in its path, most homes flooded band dozens homeless. Dr. Collver (collarless) with Nury at Resurrection Lutheran Gualan Reverendo Tiburcio Giron is Pastor of Emanuel. He is also Vice-President of "La Comision Administrativa del La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana en Guatemala" (Administrative Commission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guatemala). Pastor Giron is traveling with us today and so when we arrived at an area along the Taco River where many of the members of Emanuel live and were flooded out, Emanuel's congregational President, Juan Vicente Molina Erazo is there to meet us. Many of those left homeless lived in the El Mango ("Zona 4") section ("Colonia") of Chiqui mula where "Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Emanuel" (Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church) is located. Rev. Tiburcio Giron is happy to have a faithful and reliable congregational leader like Mr. Erazo. Mr. Erazo leads us to a group of women and children from the congregation that are risking their lives, still occupying their washed out homes along the Taco River because they have no other place to go! We are introduced and the women and children welcome us with a joyous gospel song in Spanish that translates, "I have a friend who loves me and Jesus is his name." Pastor Eduardo Bonilla of "Castillo Fuerte" in Guatemala City is also traveling with us and offers a fervent prayer for the families and we, as LCMS World Relief amd Human Care promise to respond with relief services as we are able. The women express words of thanks to God that he spared their lives. "Tenemos vida," some say while other express their agreement with hearty "Amens." Pastors in the Lutheran Church in Guatemala do not receive a salary and must support themselves. Pastor Giron 'earns a living' as the Director of the Instituto Nacional de Educacion Basica on the Campus of "Iglesia Luterana de La Resurreccion" ("Lutheran Church of the Resurreccion"). He is taking several days off to travel with us at no pay. He jokes in Spanish, "I am putting my wife to work so I can take off!" But it's no joke! Pastor Giron wife, Carmelina, whom we met at the Deaconess Conference in Argentina in 2009, works in health services for the State and today she is working at a State Health Center in Gualan. Next, President of Emanuel, Mr. Erazo, takes us to the congregation where we will meet with Maria del Carmen Setino who is in a crisis. Her home was washed out. She and her children are staying with friends who understandably want their stay to be short term. She is 8 months pregnant and she and her four children have no food. Here where assessment ends and immediate help begins! Dr. Collver brought along some LCMS World Relief and Human Care cash. When we offered immediate cash help, Pastor Giron and Mr. Erazo suggest 200 Quetzales ($25) - about 3-4 days of food. Later Dr. Collver set aside another 3,500 Quetzales ($425.00) for Emanuel to assist others in a crisis like Maria and her 4 children. Before going to Gualan where Rev. Luis Jacinto is Pastor at Iglesia Evangelica Luterana de La Resurreccion, we saw Mr. Erazo's own home and its serious damages. His joy in caring for others belies his own need. Mr. Erazo is teaming up with his Pastor to care for others while he and his family have equally serious needs - a genuine "Wounded Healer." Iglesia Luterana de La Resurreccion in Gualan, right on the Motagua River (!) has massive flood damages, as well as numerous conregational, school and coomunity families in dire need and a $10,000 grant from LCMS World Relief and Human Care has already been rushed (wired) to them. But that exciting story will be the topic of another edition of "Reflections." Pastor Carlos Hernandez can be reached at 314-956-2005 or prcarlos@aol.com

Comments and other material posted to this site reflect the personal opinions of individuals and may not necessarily reflect the beliefs and practices of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Material posted from sources other than The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod may appear on this site. Such appearances do not imply an endorsement of the theological, moral, or ethical position of the source. Disclaimer Enter your email address: Subscribe Delivered by FeedBurner Subscribe via email
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Scripture Areas 1 John 5:9 Missions Rev 19:10 Proclamation 1 Tim 6:13

John 19:34-‐35

“... to bear witness to the entire world that we hold to the Gospel of Christ...” Apol 15. Martyría (Witness/Mission) Koinōnía (Fellowship/Life-Together) Diakonía (Service/Mercy)

T Service to...

Congregations

Districts

Church

World Scripture Areas Acts 2:42 Worship 1 Cor 10:16 Seminary / CUS Luke 5:10 Day Schools 2 Peter 1:4 Youth Gathering

Koinonia Project Scripture Areas Matt 25:31-‐46 Human Care Luke 22:27 Cooperation in Externals Acts 6:2ff World Relief Eph 4:11-‐12

The Church’s Witness, Mercy, Life-Together v1.1 L.C. Art 3, 55. Apol 12, 174
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Witness Mercy Life Together “For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.” – 1 John 5:7-8 The Church’s Witness, Mercy, and Life Together T “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” – 1 Corinthians 1:9

The Church’s Witness (Martyría) T Witness • “For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.” – 1 John 5:7-8. • “16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that I shall give you... 22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.” – Exodus Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” – 1 Timothy 6:12. • “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses...” – Hebrews 12:1. • “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.” – Luke “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1:8 Scripture

The Church’s Witness (Martyría) T Witness • Proclamation/preaching •Vocational witness •Mission / church planting •Apologetics Aspects

The Church’s Mercy (Diakonía) T Mercy • “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” – Mark 10:45 • “For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.” – Luke 22:27. • “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry for building up the body of Christ.” – Ephesians “And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, ‘It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.’” – Acts 6:2. • “And not only that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will.” – 2 Corinthians 8:19. • “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, ‘If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.’” – Mark 9:35. • “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” – 2 Corinthians 5:18 – 19. Scripture

The Church’s Mercy (Diakonía) T Mercy • Care for those in the body of Christ. Jesus in the gospels., Gal. 6. 1 Cor. 12 • Care for those outside the body. Jesus in the gospels, Gal. 6 “good to all.” • Cooperation in externals. • Confession in Left hand kingdom issues. Aspects

The Church’s Life Together (Koinōnía) T Life Together • “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” – 1 Corinthians 1:9. • “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” – Acts 2:42. • “...he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature ...” – 1 Peter 1:4. • “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.” – 1 Corinthians “To Titus, my true child in a common faith...” – Titus 1:4. • “... because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” – Philippians 1:5. • “...begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints...” – 2 Corinthians 8:4. • “One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches.” – Galatians 6:6. • “But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.” – 1 Peter 4:13. Scripture

The Church’s Life Together (Koinōnía) T Life Together •Worship •Unity in doctrine and practice •Church Fellowship •Koinonia Project •Day Schools •Universities •Seminaries •Youth Aspects

The Church’s Life Interconnected T Witness Mercy Life Together Life Together & Mercy • 2 Corinthians 8 •Fund Development / Offerings • Works of Mercy (famine relief) Witness & Mercy • “‘See,’ they say, ‘how the love one another,’” (Tertullian, Apology, XXXIX; ANF 3, 74). Witness & Life Together “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” – 1 Corinthians 11:26.
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Trip Report for Accra & Kumasi, Ghana Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana July 22-August 14, 2010 Dr. Timothy Quill

July 26-August 6 – Taught Homiletics at the Seminary of the ELCG August 9-13 – Liturgics lectures at Pastor’s Continuing Education Seminar in Kumasi July 25 – Preached at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Accra August 1 – Preached Trinity Lutheran Church, Tema

Conversations with Rev. Gordon Gyampo-Kumi (July 23) – There are many challenges currently facing the ELCG. Pastor Kumi explained that the Lutheran Church in Nigeria is extremely well organized; however it has many problems due to tribal rivalries (the Church is dominated by the original Ibibio tribe). Unlike Nigeria, the Lutheran Church in Ghana does not suffer from such tribal divisions. Kumi does acknowledge that while the ELCG does not suffer from the tribalism/divisions found in Nigeria, they do lack good organization. Most people get news by word of mouth and it is easy for those unsatisfied to spread misinformation. Visitations around the church by President and the Board of Directors are currently underway to correct the situation, which includes assuring the congregations a convention will be held in December at which time elections for a new president will be held.

Diverse worship practices also present serious problem for the unity and maintenance of Lutheran doctrine and practice. Worship varies considerably from congregation to congregation. Many have adopted “Pentecostal” worship forms and music. The understanding of Lutheran liturgical theology and conduct of the liturgy and liturgical music is seriously lacking. There is a great need to train both pastors and church musicians how to conduct the liturgy. Good hymnody needs to be introduced. The ELCG is currently producing a new liturgy and hymn book with the assistance of the Confessional Lutheran Education Foundation (CLEF). The conference organized by Rev. Kumi with CTS in Kumasi (Aug. 9-13) is also an initial attempt to address the problem.

Rev. Kumi also spoke about the problems of adopting revival style evangelism with its emphasis on mass evangelism. The Lutheran Church does much better with personal oneon-one evangelism (as expressed by Kumi, not to be confused with the counting of “Ablaze touches”).

Conversations with President Paul Kofi Fynn (July 27). On Tuesday evening, President Fynn took me out for dinner at the Holiday Inn. Only the two of us were present. He made a general statement that his trip to Kumasi over the weekend went will. We also discussed the changes in the LCMS at the Houston Convention. I spoke highly of President elect Matthew Harrison and the Dr. Albert Collver III, the new Director of International Relation. I explained the changes that resulted from Kieschnick’s Task Force, particularly the effect on the BFMS and Human Care. A very high priority for Pres. Fynn is the training of future leaders at Fort Wayne. If Harrision’s mission vision of providing funds for this is realized, Pres. Fynn could easily provide several excellent

2 candidates in addition to the two already enrolled at CTS this Fall (Boaten & Ayagri). He has already raised funds of a Solomon Salam Ayagri who will begin the MDiv program in September. He feels very strongly that William Boateng should not wait until winter quarter to begin his second year in the MDiv. program. Firstly, because he needs him back in Ghana as quickly as possible. Secondly, it would be easier for Solomon to make the transition into seminary life at Fort Wayne if he as the camaraderie of fellow Ghanaian to show him the ropes and give emotional support. I agree! This is a particularly important need among international students.

On the ride back to the Triple Crown Inn Pres. Fynn mentioned that he had put in a request to the BFMS that Carl Rockrohr be sent back to Ghana as a missionary, particularly to be assigned to the Seminary. The Seminary is clearly in need of a professor with Rockrohr’s credentials. Carl is confessional, has a doctorate from St. Louis, and served as a theology professor at Concordia University Ann Arbor, has years (five?) of experience in Ghana and is highly respected by the Ghanaians. Both Pres. Fynn and Gordon Kumi worked closely with Carl when he was in Ghana. Gordon speaks very highly of Rockrohr. The Seminary is also in great need of someone who can help organize the local administration of the institution and be a liaison with the LCMS.

(Friday, July 30) Dinner with Pres. Fynn and Pastor Walter & Ruth Otten. The conversation primarily concerned funding for Pr. William Boateng to enable him to return to Fort Wayne for his second year of MDiv. studies. Boateng needs approximately $30,000. Approximately $7500 remains in his CTS account. Otten has raised $10,000. Fynn said Ghana will pay for Boateng’s plane ticket. Otten is aware of a few other donations that will be or have been given. I will check with CTS accounting to identify the exact amount. I will also follow up with Pr. Scott Bruzek (St. John’s, Wheaton) and Pr. Scott Stiegemeyer (Elmhurst) for support. Estimate of need is $10,000 to $12,000.

The conversation then turned to the ELCK. Fynn said that for many years he was the only pastor with a full theological training. There were no pastors with adequate training to take over leadership, e.g. President. He repeatedly requested support from the BFMS for financial support enabling young men to study at LCMS seminaries, but was denied. The BFMS had adopted the TEE model. Fynn expressed great dislike for TEE. It has caused nothing but problems. Those trained in TEE think they know enough to dictate to the Church and refuse to attend the Seminary. There are currently three men who were trained through TEE. One is the director of the Lutheran Hour who thinks he is above the Church. Pres. Fynn has halted the TEE program and forbids it to be imported in the ELCG. What the ELCG desperately needs is: (1) Young men trained in the USA at LCMS Seminaries. (2) A strong Seminary in Ghana. From what I’ve seen, this means funding to complete the new Seminary campus in Accra. The current location at the Church Headquarters is completely inadequate. There is simply not enough space, e.g. no room for the library as books remain in boxes in store rooms. The Seminary needs visiting professors and ideally a full time missionary professor who could also assist with administration/organization. (3) The LLL needs to address the non-Lutheran theology of the Lutheran Hour in Ghana and be accountable to the ELCG.

3 If the major grant from the LCMS President’s office/Missions becomes a reality this will have a profound effect on building a confessionally sound and theologically selfsufficient church in Ghana and other countries. In addition, CRISP needs to keep its promises (for example, it should immediately pay the bills it owes to CTS for MA graduate Pastor Gordon Gyampo-Kumi).

ELCG Seminary I taught a two week (45 hour) course in homiletics July 26-Aug. 6. Twelve students were enrolled in the class.

Pastors’ Continuing Education Seminar in Kumasi, August 9-13 Pastor Gordon Gyampo-Kumi is in charge of establishing an in-service training program for 36 pastors of the ELCG and five deaf evangelists. Kumi received an MA from CTS last May and has returned to Ghana. Quill taught the history, theology and conduct of the liturgy. Rev. Walter Otten lectured on Baptism, Lord’s Supper and Confession & Absolution. Rev. Steve Schumacher (Lutheran Friends of the Deaf—Mill Neck) gave two lectures on deaf ministry to the entire conference and spent considerable time with the deaf evangelists. He also signed at all the sessions and worship in order that the deaf could fully participate. This appears to have been a first for them. The cost for the seminar (travel, food, room, etc. for participants in Ghana) was covered by a $5,505 grant from Lutheran Friends of the Deaf.

LCMS & ELCG Church Relations Prior to my departure at the airport I asked Pres. Fynn what he saw as the primary concerns relating to church relations between the LCMS and ELCG. He responded immediately with two primary concerns. (1) The need to establish personal relations with the new LCMS leadership. (2) High priority must be given to the theological training of pastors by sending more men to study in Fort Wayne; visiting professors from CTS at the Seminary in Accra; regular Continuing Education Seminars; and completion of the new Seminary campus in Dodowa.
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Report on Lutheran CORE Theological Conference and Annual Convocation and the formation of the North American Lutheran Church August 24-27, 2010 (Monday, August 30, 2010)

I. Lutheran CORE Theological Conference

A. Speakers

1. Carl Braaten “Lutheranism at the Crossroads: Theological Imperatives for the Future”

The choice for the church is between Gnosticism and evangelical, orthodox, catholicity.1

2. Paul Hinlicky “The Unresolved Problem of Authority Between the Times” The issue of authority in the church requires a clearer understanding of grace, greater attention to canon, creed, and confession, and Episcopal oversight.2

3. Stephen Hultgren “The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible in the Church” A firm foundation of authority should avoid both contextualism and fundamentalism (e.g., inerrancy) and be protected by the teachings of the creeds.3

4. Robert Benne “Renewing the Moral Vision for Lutheranism” Lutheranism should reverse the trend of the past 50 years and emphasize personal moral catechesis and practice and saying far less about matters of public and political policy.4

5. Robert Jenson “Speaking To, Of, and For the Triune God” No more loose talk of God—He is identified by name and narrative in Scripture and our speech to Him (worship), of Him (preaching), and for Him (teaching/theology) must reflect His identity as revealed in Scripture, and none other.5

6. Gemechis Buba (banquet speaker) While theologically unpretentious, Dr. Buba deserves mention because of his emphatic rejection of any universalistic understanding of salvation and the fact that he is on the staff of Higgins Road... for the moment.

7. Steven Paulson “You Cannot Be the Church Without Christ” As Luther did against the fanatics, we must fight against any “love” which fails to come from justifying faith in Christ. While love must always be yielding, faith cannot yield anything, but holds firmly to the Word of Christ in all things.6

8. Paul Martinson “Mission Renewal: Gospel Roots with Global Reach” Justification by faith may not be divorced from mission. ELCA has no theology of mission because it has no doctrine of sin and no real doctrine of justification.7

B. General Observations and Suggestions for LCMS Consideration 1. The LCMS was mentioned by several speakers, in a slightly more negative than positive light. The negative assessment was particularly clear in Hultgren, who

acknowledged that his answer to the crisis of scriptural authority is distinctly different than the LCMS.

2. Several speakers identified the need for vigorous theological study and dialogue with other (like-minded) Christian theologians and churches. Such ecumenical study, however, was not envisioned as a move toward unity with other churches. The general sense from all the speakers was one of setting a new theological course on the Christian spectrum.

3. Little (and almost no positive) attention was given toward evangelicalism by speakers. In conversations with individuals, however, both evangelicalism and more conservative Lutherans were spoken of far more favorably. Several pastors discussed consideration of colloquy into the LCMS and various lay people spoke commended past and present contacts with LCMS congregations and pastors and appreciation for CPH and LHM.

4. I hope the LCMS extends continuing overtures of various sorts toward CORE and NALC and its pastors to engage together in the study of Scripture and the Confessions. Seminary symposia, national and international free conferences, and local lectionary studies are possible vehicles for joint study. This would reduce misunderstandings regarding our hermeneutical stance and build relationships that may be of future benefit.

II. Lutheran CORE Annual Convocation (formation of NALC) The elasticity of CORE makes it difficult to know how to characterize it. It is an association bound more by common concerns than anything else. That said, I do not want to give the impression it is primarily negative, anti-ELCA in tone, though there is an unambiguous element of disagreement. The “spirit” of the conference and convocation was positive, bordering on euphoric in some cases, and reflected a desire to seek an identity that would be strongly theological (biblical, confessional, and orthodox were frequent modifiers), with a significant emphasis on outreach.

A. CORE (August 26, 2010) The first part of the convocation dealt with transitional issues, adopting a procedural rules and agenda, then amending the Lutheran CORE constitution. A budget was also adopted. Voting delegates were determined on an self-selection basis (if you want to vote, vote) and an option for registering as having abstained from voting was offered (protection from ELCA repercussions?).

The amended constitution makes clear that CORE will continue as a “ministry” (“movement,” “churchly community,” “association, not a church body,” “coalition.” Its confession affirms the Trinity, Christ’s saving work (while clearly assumed, there is no explicit affirmation of classical teaching about His two natures), the Scriptures as “inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life, ‘according to which all doctrines should and must be judged,’” the Creeds, the UAC, the others confessional writings “as further valid interpretations of the faith of the Church,” the Gospel “as the power of God to create and sustain the Church for God’s mission in the world,” and “The Common Confession (2005)” “as a summary of teachings otherwise affirmed in the Lutheran Confessions.” Membership includes not

only congregations and individuals (lay and ordained), but also “renewal movements, “church bodies,” “seminaries, schools, and colleges.” Its purposes are biblical and confessional renewal (on various levels from the personal to the institutional) and mission outreach. CORE intends to mutual work with “other renewal movements.”

The CORE steering committee moved adoption of a constitution and budget for the North American Lutheran Church. Its adoption and the election of a CORE moderator, secretary, treasurer, and eight-person steering committee followed. Next came election of the NALC bishop, Paull Spring, and an eight-person NALC executive council. The election of a seven-person NALC Court of Adjudication completed the election process.

B. NALC (August 27, 2010) As the convocation shifted to NALC business there was some confusion as to how amendments were to be made in the constitution. The constitution is viewed as provisional, awaiting further amendments next year. The confessional section is identical to CORE’s. An article on the nature of church and ministry affirms AC VII, a congregational and extra-congregational understanding of the church, divine institution of the office of ministry including a ministry of collegial oversight exercised through “a bishop and others, a common mission (“to bear witness to Christ”), the priesthood of all believers, and the necessity of both lay and ordained participation in decision-making. A further article on ordained ministry asserts the intention to ordain men and women to the office of Word and Sacrament who are to teach and preach in accordance with the NALC confession of faith and may be members of congregations of other Lutheran church bodies so long as their confession of faith and practice is compatible with the NALC. Ordained ministers may not belong to organizations with “teachings and ceremonies” antithetical to the church (lodges were identified as examples; see below D. 5). All property is retained by the congregations.

Convocations will be held yearly. The executive council was authorized to present recommendations for changes to the provisional constitution in time for consideration by the next convocation . It is also empowered to enter into conversations with other Lutheran churches regarding fellowship and to make recommendations regarding this next year. The final action of the convocation was to grant CORE membership for NALC.

C. Sidebar (Anglicans and Rome) The Anglican Church in North America sent four bishops to the conference and convocation. Bishop Wes Nolden and I met to discuss the upcoming ACNA-LCMS dialogues which will commence at Concordia Seminary, November 10-11, 2010.

I met Fr. James Massa (Executive Director of the Secretariat of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, USCCB) on Friday. He expressed great respect for the LCMS and mentioned his desire for the USCCB to send congratulations to Rev. Matthew Harrison as newly elected president of the LCMS. Fr. Massa indicated that we would receive an invitation to participate in a meeting September 17, 2010 to discuss a cooperative effort by different proponents of the traditional understanding of marriage in the legal battles in

California (Prop 8) and elsewhere. We also discussed the potential for our respective churches to discuss understandings of natural law and the possibility of a conference on women in ministry co-sponsored by the LCMS and USCCB.

D. General Observations and Suggestions for LCMS Consideration 1. Lutheran CORE will continue in existence for the foreseeable future, overlapping both NALC and congregations and pastors of the ELCA who choose to remain either temporarily or long term. It is an open organization to which some individuals (ordained and lay) and congregations belong formally and others sympathetically. NALC, as well as CORE, is open to dual membership by pastors and congregations, though it is unclear what policy the ELCA will pursue in that regard. (While I am unaware of any LCMS pastors or congregations holding formal membership in CORE, it seems evident that CORE is open to that possibility.)

2. Six ordained male pastors and four lay people, including one woman, were elected to the leadership of CORE as officers and steering committee. Only the ballot for CORE steering committee included more than the minimum number of nominees with the four leading candidates named to two-year terms while the next four vote-getters will serve one-year as a provisional policy toward all terms being two years in the future. All officer positions had only a single person, the NALC executive council had only the requisite eight names and the Court of Adjudication only seven for its seven slots.

3. During the discussion of the NALC Constitution, a motion was made to remove the section on other organizations (lodges) as being too exclusive, “like the Missouri Synod,” and a “step back.” There was some debate over this, with pleas from two lodge members, and one ordained grandson of a lodge member, while others defended the necessity of such a stipulation. The amendment was defeated resoundingly.

4. The interest expressed by Fr. Massa in further cooperative efforts between our churches is a reminder of the opportunities which the current crisis in moral teaching has provided. It is quite clear that the USCCB is much more inclined to engage in substantive dialogue and cooperatio in externis with the LCMS than with most other churches. Such possibilities are worthy of serious consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Larry M. Vogel

Attachments: 1. Schedule: Lutheran CORE Theological Conference 2. Schedule: Lutheran CORE/NALC Convocation 3. CORE/NALC Resolutions 4. Lutheran CORE Constitution

5. Provisional Constitution of the North American Lutheran Church 6. North American Lutheran Church brochure

1 Braaten noted “a techtonic shift” from orthodoxy. This puts Lutheran theology at a crossroads where theological institutions will either continue down a path of contemporary Gnosticism marked by deviancy, debility, and decline, or turn toward theology that is evangelical (true to the Gospel according to Scripture with a message for the world), catholic (churchly theology with an enduring Gospel, Spirit, Scriptures, and sacraments), and orthodox (anchored in Scripture, Creeds, Confessions, and the ancient path). The marks of contemporary Gnosticism are rejection of the Law (antinomian and, ultimately anti-Semitic), claimed esoteric knowledge of god (located in the depths of self, based on introspection), subjective claims of higher authority beyond Scripture (anti-clerical). The Fathers’ (e.g., Irenaeus, et al.) three-fold view of authority—canon, rule of faith, conciliar consensus—is needed to combat this. Faithful Lutherans are called to one of, or a combination of, three strategies: (1) create a new church as a remnant body, confessional and creedal; (2) stay put and live faithfully as resident aliens; associate with like-minded confessors among all the Protestant churches as an association or society more than a “church body.”

2 The nearly insoluble problem facing us today is one of authority in the church. We cannot address it without repentance for having failed to take theology seriously and for the greater failure to take repentance seriously—first of the 95 Theses insists that the whole of life is repentance. The social statement eschews any theological approach to serious issues and negates any call to repentance. The result is “grace” without repentance, which means a competing theology of grace is implied. The underlying question is how to institutionalize the theological process of decision-making. Several suggestions: recognize that not everyone in the church is competent to do theology (democracy cannot be the answer); the ground rules of canon, creed, confession cannot be negotiable; an umpire— evangelical episcopacy—is required.

3 The crisis of authority is scriptural, but not like that of the past. Inerrancy isn’t the answer. CORE is not fundamentalist, and shouldn’t become so, as the LCMS has done. Neither should CORE assume the stance of the ELCA, distinguishing between Scripture and Word of God. While there is a slippage in Luther between Scripture and Word of God, a hard distinction between Scripture and Word is an incomplete understanding of Luther and, more importantly, isn’t in the Confessions. A more traditional understanding of Scripture over against “contextualism” is needed. Contextualism makes “the communal experience of the faithful” the primary (ultimate) interpretive resource. The Scylla of inerrancy and the Charybdis of divorcing Scripture and Word must both be avoided. What is needed is a view which recognizes a spiritual sense of Scripture and places that above the literal, as in the Confessions. There, for example, James is understood evangelically, not rejected. There is an understanding of the continuing moral law in OT and NT. The Sabbath is understood evangelically. Scripture itself determines what commands have continuing authority. Lutheran Orthodoxy formalizes scriptural authority. Scripture becomes selfauthenticating and inerrancy develops with a view that all of Scripture is equally inspired, failing to do justice to its human element. Critical thought introduced a necessary balance, but went too far by undermining the unity of Scripture and failing to be curbed by creeds. Historical-criticism oversteps its bounds when it seeks to replace truth claims of the text with its own claims, e.g., trying to use Greco-roman sources as a way to reduce the meaning of Rom 1. The theological truth claim cannot be replaced with another one, treating the text as a dead letter, empty of Spirit, needing to be filled with a new (ideological) agenda. The church should (1) accept the canon as Word of God to the church; (2) accept the canon’s own judgments about what commands continue to apply; (3) respect all creedal churches and their study of Scripture; and (4) recognize that Scripture opens our worldview beyond that of the current day to enable us to gain a vision of the truth, beauty, and power of life in Christ.

4 Half a century ago to be an American was to be Protestant in moral thought. Church and culture reinforced one another largely. The churches focused on personal morality and had far less to say about political issues. Since then, mainline Protestantism has become negative and alienating toward that tradition, having less and less to say about personal morality and ever more to say about political and social questions. ELCA bought into that. Renewed Lutheranism needs to reverse that trend, addressing personal morality forthrightly, not allowing our reality as sinnersaints to make us acquiescent toward sin, able to learn from other traditions about moral teaching (including the LCMS), and more strongly emphasizing the Keys and catechesis. Renewal without hard work is a falsehood: “We

do not believe in works righteousness, but we believe that righteousness works.” Rather than the bishops and ministers being the primary voice in the public square, the legitimate role of informed laity who work in that realm should be reinforced. Luther’s three-legged stool—church, school, home—for growth in Christian life needs restoration. On the institutional level, the church has become mindlessly activist and our colleges theologically quietistic. Both trends need to be addressed. Political convictions may not replace theology and counsel and guidance for the laity in public life is needed more than pronouncements. The nature of the public square and Law means that Lutherans should be very open to the insights of other theological traditions (e.g., Roman teaching on natural law).

5 We live in an age of loose talk about God, without definition or specifics. Would-be-gods are neither competitive nor specific—Zeus can be Jupiter and Venus can be Aphrodite. But the God of Jews and Xns is a very different matter—jealous. His first commandment prohibits allegiance to any other god and talk of Him requires faithfulness to His identity. His first word to Moses is not an attribute, but a direct connection with the patriarchs, followed by a personal name. These are the two means of identification: narrative and proper name. Narrative fits only Him and the name only fits Him. “I am haShem, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery.” The un-utterable name is fully revealed in Matthew 28:19.

Because of this, we speak for God, to God, and about God. We speak to God. at worship in a Trinitarian manner (Eph 5:18-20), giving thanks as Jesus did in the Eucharist, mentioning His mighty work. We are joined to Jesus’ filial prayer. So we pray to the Father, with the Son, and so enter into the Spirit between them. We are not permitted to pray to God as mother. To pray is to enter the life lived in the Triune God. We speak for God in visible and invisible words. In sacraments (visible words) and sermon (a verbal sacrament) is a performative, Law and Gospel event. The Law truly afflicts and the Gospel actually forgives as we speak for the Father, as the Son, and in the Spirit. Last, we speak about God (theology). We use propositions, e.g., God is love. The predicates are varied: e.g., omniscience and omnipresence. They may not take on a life of their own, but can only be spoken as shorthand, at best, for God’s faithfulness and freedom, guided by the Spirit, from within the Church.

6 There is no Church without Christ—and love, in itself, is not Christ. We are again in the strange circumstance of having to fight against love in defense of faith. “It belongs to love to bear everything and to yield to everyone. On the other hand, it belongs to faith to bear nothing whatever and to yield to no one.” (See Luther, 1535 Commentary on Galatians, AE 27, 38.) So we must fight Gift and Trust and the current ethos of mainline Christianity, insisting on love at the expense of faith. At its best, love fulfills the Law, not the Gospel, so it is distinct from faith and justification and, if unopposed, will bury Christ. Faith refuses to be driven into a culdesac of love as fanaticism’s tool. Love and law are not enough—neither Father Law, external and paternal, nor Spirit Law, adaptive and evolving, can replace faith in Christ, who binds and loosens real sin. This enables first to fight love, then affirm it by means of the absolution. No church has the authority to ban the absolution of sexual sin. Let there be free condemnation of sin, and even freer the Word of absolution.

7 Dr. Martinson, a former missionary, argues for the necessary linkage of justification with mission, addressing also the tendency of the ELCA to turn “missions” away from any goal of converting those of other religions. He is heavily involved with a mission effort in Hunan Province in China. Without clear recognition of human need, there is no sin, and no justification, and no mission to the nations.
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1 Report on trip to Guatemala Sept. 7-9, 2010 by L. W. Schlomer, LATTE, and E. E. Sánchez, Pres. IELC of Mexico

This meeting was requested by Pastor Abdiel Orozco on behalf of his co-pastor, Eduardo Bonilla, and their congregation, Castillo Fuerte of Guatemala City, asking us for help with theological education. They had expressed the idea that their national church, ConLut (Consejo Luterano de Guatemala), would also appreciate the visit.

(I explain the following situation as it was explained to me by Pastors Orozco and Bonilla, not having spoken with the other pastors of ConLut {except their national church president, Pastor Ignacio Chan Cux1} or with anyone from the LC-MS.) ConLut is the mission church begun by the LC-MS. But there are no longer any missionaries living in Guatemala, and visits by missionaries (for teaching, mostly) have been few and far between. The Castillo Fuerte congregation was founded by missionary H. Burch ten years ago. When he left the field he left the congregations in the hands of the two men he had trained, Orozco and Bonilla. However, the praesidium of ConLut at the time did not except them as qualified pastors and even though the congregation requested “congregation” status from ConLut for 6 years it was never granted. According to Pastors Bonilla and Orozco the reason for the rejections was because the traditional leaders of ConLut didn't want more voting congretations in the synod fearing they would lose control. But two years ago the two strongest congregations who supported the traditional praesidium had an argument during the national convention and because of that their power was split and a Mayan pastor was elected president. At that time the request by the Castillo Fuerte congregation was granted “congregation” status with full membership in ConLut.

As they explained it, ConLut consists of two factions. Those in the eastern part of the country who are of more European descent (Ladinos) and those in the western part of the country who are indigenous Mayans. There appears to be quite a severe division between the two factions with a lot of predjudice from the Ladinos. Castillo Fuerte sides with the Mayan faction even though the congregation and its pastors are Ladinos. The former praesidium went so far as to file a court suit against Pastor Chan to annul the convention results when Castillo Fuerte was accepted as a member. That court suit was won by Pastor Chan and the Castillo Fuerte group—they had followed the constitution diligently, apparently.

Since the LC-MS pulled its missionaries out there has been no theological education happening in ConLut except what is done privately, self study, with the exception of infrequent visits by different LC-MS pastors or missionaries offering short-term seminars. When the LC-MS was asked to help resolve some of the problems between Castillo Fuerte (both congregation and pastors) and the former praesidium the representatives they sent apparently came with prejudged ideas and always sided with the praesidium without hearing what the problems really were. So that's why the pastors and congregation of Castillo Fuerte had turned to WELS for help.

Our analysis: Castillo Fuerte's differences with ConLut and with Missouri were political rather than doctrinal. But both Pastors Orozco and Bonilla seem to us to be knowledgable of the Scriptures and dedicated to following what God's word says. They object to the unionistic fellowship practices of the former praesidium, e.g. a Hindu married to a member regularly communes in that church and has even been allowed to preach there. And they practice closed communion. When we explained that we did not yet consider them brothers, a coldness settled over the meeting untill we could explain what we meant. When we mentioned the LC-MS fellowship with ELCA they had never heard of it before and were determined to investigate it more fully. The history they narrated of their unjust treatment at the hands of the former praesidium was fully corroborated by President Chan. President Chan told us that the

1 Cux, pronounced Cush.

2 present praesidium was at the point of seperating from the LC-MS and asking the WELS for help with theological education, but that the meeting won't happen until January. The Castillo Fuerte men are ready to make the step sooner than that.

We were asked to present a theological seminar for all the pastors of ConLut in January or February (as can be fit into LATTE's schedule). We feel this would be a good and worthwhile contact to follow up. So we suggest that such a seminar be presented as they are asking, but that we also begin offering an online study of fellowship to the three pastors with whom we met, Bonilla, Orozco and Chan. Schlomer will prepare and offer this course. Note: online education will not work as a means to reach all the pastors of ConLut. Those who live in the mountains, mostly the Mayan pastors, do not have internet access. ConLut does have a budget to bring them all together for such seminars and meetings.

The men we spoke with never once mentioned that they needed financial help or assistance from us, only help with theological education. They are asking what they have to do or what the requirements are for WELS to give that kind of help. They would also like some kind of official recognition of their ministries. Their poor education about the public ministry with the legalistic aspects of LC-MS's ideas about ordination and the pastorate have left them with some doubts about the validity of their own ministry. E.g. They are only “pastores designados” (designated pastors) and not ordained pastors, though they are probably better prepared than most of the other pastors in ConLut who are mostly also only “designated”.

They mentioned several times that the ConLut had not been really working as a church body. There had been no new congregations added or new missiones started (except by Castillo Fuerte, see below) in more than a decade. They are convinced of the urgency of the Great Commission and are acting on it.

They took us to see the mission they have started in a village about an hour away. In the town of Amatitlán they were donated a lake-side house by a former member who moved bach to Switzerland. At that house they now have a medical clinic operating two days per week by a doctor member of the congregation. (The proverty there is worse than that of Sonora, Mexico where Mission to the Children worked.) They have seen the necesity of charging about $1.25 for each doctor visit so that the people value what they are receiving, otherwise they won't follow the doctor's instructions. They also sell some medications for a nominal price as well. Mission groups from the States have come to do other kinds of clinics there for short term stays also. Pastor Orozco has a service there each week with an attendance of about 85 children and about 15 adults. It looks like they are making good use of humanitarian aid to do more gospel outreach.

Both Pastors Bonilla and Orozco work full-time to support themselves and have split the pastoral duties of the congregation in a way that apparently works out very well for them. Their congregation is growing, the young people are active, not dropping away but bringing in their friends and their average attendance for their weekly Saturday services (not on Sunday for historical reasons) is over 80.

Both Pastor Sánchez and I are convinced that we will be able to work with these two pastors and their congregation. However we believe there will be a split in ConLut and the larger(?) part will want to work with us. We await the results of their up-coming convention in January with great interest.

We will move forward with the online course mention above and will plan for the seminar for January or February. We would appreciate an input about our continued dealings with them, what doctrinal points should be especially considered or anything else that any of you feel would be helpful for us to move forward with them in a God-pleasing way.

Submitted by L. W. Schlomer September 11, 2010 from León, Guanajuato, México.
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Service of Installation for REV. JON D. VIEKER BARBARA A. BELOW REV. DR. ALBERT B. COLLVER

International Center The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Monday of Pentecost XVI September 13, A.D. 2010

ORDER OF MATINS

Prelude “Ornament of Grace”

Bernard Wayne Sanders

Opening Versicles LSB 219

Psalmody

Venite LSB 220 ff.

Office Hymn “Not Unto Us” LSB 558

Readings

Reading from Holy Scripture 1 Peter 4:7–11 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

L O Lord, have mercy on us. C Thanks be to God.

Choral Response “O God, Eternal Source of Love”

J. S. Bach

O God, eternal source All praise and thanks to God Of love beyond our knowing, The Father now be given, Who giveth ev’ry gift, The Son, and Him who reigns Thy boundless grace bestowing: With them in highest heaven, Grant soundness to our minds The one eternal God, And wholeness to our frame, Whom earth and heav’n adore; And pardon to our souls, For thus it was, is now, That we may praise Thy name. And shall be evermore.

Sermon

Canticle

Te Deum LSB 223 ff.

Rite of Installation for Executives of the Synod

Prayer

Kyrie LSB 227

Lord’s Prayer

Collects

Collect of the Day

Additional Collects

Collect for Grace

Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 228

Welcome and Introductions

Postlude “Concerto in D Major—Allegro”

Johann Friedrich Fasch

Everyone is cordially invited to a reception in the Commons.

Preacher and Officiant Rev. Matthew C. Harrison

President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Organist and Choir Director Rev. David A. Johnson

Executive Director for Worship

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Accompanist Rev. Stephen Rosebrock

Kantor, Hope Lutheran Church

St. Louis, Missouri Trumpet Jonathan Vieker Viola Rebecca Vieker

Rev. Jon D. Vieker Senior Assistant to the President

Rev. Jon D. Vieker is the senior assistant to Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Prior to joining the president’s staff in September 2010, Vieker served as assistant director for the LCMS Commission on Worship, a position he began in November 1998. In that position, he was involved with all aspects of research, development, editing and production of Lutheran Service Book and its core companion volumes. A native of Livingston, Calif., Vieker received a Master of Divinity and a Master of Sacred Theology degrees from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. He received a bachelor’s degree in music from California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks, Calif. Vieker is currently completing his doctorate at Concordia Seminary, focusing on the history of LCMS hymnals and their hymnody. Vieker has served as editor for a number of publications, including Festschrift volumes in honor of Norman Nagel and Ronald Feuerhahn, and Through the Church the Song Goes On, a collection of essays published by the LCMS Commission on Worship. He has also written a variety of articles on Lutheran hymnody and liturgy and is a composer with choral settings and organ preludes published by Concordia Publishing House and Liturgy Solutions. Prior to serving with the LCMS Commission on Worship, Vieker was a parish pastor for nine years at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, West Bloomfield, Mich. He has also served as organist and choir director in a variety of settings. Vieker and his wife, Kim, live in Manchester, Mo., and are members of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Des Peres, Mo., where they serve in the parish choral ensembles. They have two grown children, Jonathan and Rebecca.

Barbara A. Below Assistant to the President

Barbara A. Below is serving as assistant to Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Below is the first woman to serve on the executive-level staff for an LCMS president. Prior to joining the president’s staff in September 2010, Below, a licensed clinical social worker, served for six years as director of social ministry organizations for LCMS World Relief and Human Care, the disaster relief and mercy ministry of the Synod. In that position, Below worked directly with 125 social-ministry organizations recognized by the Synod and served as the Synod's liaison to Lutheran Services in America, the inter-Lutheran alliance of nearly 300 agencies that is among the largest nonprofits in the country. She also served on the LCMS management team of the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission. A native of Bemidji, Minn., Below received a bachelor’s degree in sociology in 1982 from Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon, formerly known as Concordia College. She received her master’s degree in social work from the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, in 1998, graduating magna cum laude. Before joining the Synod in 2004, Below held numerous case management and clinical services positions. She was a therapist at Kairos Counseling in Elm Grove, Wis., and also served as project manager for a program known as “Healthy Connections with Clergy Spouses.’’ During the same time, she served as an in-home therapist at Lad Lake Inc., an organization focused on helping atrisk youth and their families throughout Walworth County in southern Wisconsin. From 1998 to 2004, she held various positions in Salt Lake City. Among them, she served as a therapist at Samaritan Counseling Centers of Utah; inpatient admissions counselor at the University of Utah Neuropsychiatric Hospital; and as an in-home therapist for the Utah Division of Child and Family Services. Below and her husband, Mark, reside in Fenton, Mo. They are members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Chesterfield, Mo., where Mark serves as senior pastor.

Dr. Albert B. Collver Director of Church Relations— Assistant to the President

Dr. Albert B. Collver III is serving as the director of church relations— assistant to Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Prior to joining the president’s staff in September 2010, Collver was the executive pastoral assistant for LCMS World Relief and Human Care, the disaster relief and mercy ministry of the Synod, for four years. A native of Jackson, Mich., Collver received a bachelor’s degree from Concordia University, Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1993. He earned a Master of Divinity, Master of Sacred Theology and a doctorate from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., in 1997, 1999 and 2001, respectively. From 2001 to 2006, Collver served as pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in DeWitt, Mich. He has also taught as an adjunct professor at Concordia University, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Concordia Seminary; Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.; and Siberian Lutheran Church’s seminary, Novosibirsk, Russia. Collver has published numerous articles in various Lutheran publications including Logia, Concordia Journal and The Lutheran Witness. He is the author of Bible studies for God’s Word for Today on Ezra, Nehemiah, Hosea, Joel and Amos, published by Concordia Publishing House. Collver and his wife, Terra, live in Manchester, Mo., and are members of St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Des Peres, Mo. They have two children, Christopher and Kaitlyn.

Photographs from “Staff Installation FINAL” (2010-09-13).
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President’s Church Relations Cabinet 
21 September 2010 
 
Opening Prayer / Devotion 
 
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
 
Mat 11:28, “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
 
Mat 18:20, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 
Mat 28:20, “Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Jerome reports that St. Bartholomew preached the Gospel of Matthew in India. 
 
Collect: O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew the tax 
collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his faithful and inspired witness, 
grant that we also may follow you, leaving behind all covetous desires and love of 
riches; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
Agenda 
 
Asia 
 
1) Japan – Report from August 30-‐31 trip and correspondence – Exhibit A -‐ E 
2) Papua New Guinea – Mehl Email – Exhibit F -‐ G 
3) China Evangelical Lutheran Church (Taiwan) – Exhibit H 
4) Luther Tower Dedication – Lutheran Church in Korea – Exhibit I 
5) India Seminary – Exhibit J 
6) India Dispute with Lutheran Hour Ministries – Chennai Property Dispute – 
Christian Arts and Congregational Services (CACS) went defunct and 
property went to IELC. Christian Media Center India (CMCI) claims it is the 
successor to CACS which the Indian Courts have denied. Property is used by 
detractors of President Samuel, LHM, and rented to a Korean Pentecostal 
Church. 
 
Africa 
 
7) Ethiopia (Bunkowski Request) – Exhibit K, L 
8) Ghana 
a. Presidential Greetings – Exhibit M 
b. Quill Update – Exhibit N 
9) South Africa 

a. Pless Update – Exhibit O 
b. Bishop Salary Request – Exhibit P, Q 
c. SID LCSA Update – Exhibit R 
 
Eurasia 
 
10) Silesia – Exhibit S 
11) Russia (Ingria) 
12) Russia (Siberia) 
13) Spain – Exhibit T 
14) ILSW – Wittenberg 23 October – Exhibit U 
15) ILC – Wittenberg 25 – 27 October – Exhibit V 
16) Ziegler Transfer – Exhibit W 
 
North America 
 
17) International and Ecumenical Guest List – President Installation – Exhibit X 
18) CORE – Exhibit Y 
19) Haiti – Exhibit Z 
20) Lutheran Roman Catholic Dialog (14 – 16 October) 
 
Additional Items? 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 5:23 AM
Page 1 of 2
Subject: Mee+ng with Japan Lutheran Church 
Date: Tuesday, September 7, 2010 12:12 AM 
From: Samuel Nafzger Samuel.Nafzger@lcms.org 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Cc: MaGhew Harrison mch@lcms.org , Jonathan Blanke jblanke@luther.ac.jp , "Joel D. Lehenbauer" 
 Joel.Lehenbauer@lcms.org , Gerhard Michael gmjrflga@aG.net , Darin Storkson Darin.Storkson@world-‐relief.org 
Dear Al,!
At this time I want to share with you a brief, preliminary report on !
the August 30-31 meeting with representatives from the Japan Lutheran !
Church.!
As you know, Darin Storkson had arrived on Saturday evening before !
Drs. Lehenbauer, Micheal and I arrived on Sunday afternoon. Dr. !
Jonathan Blanke, who has served as translator and devotion leader for !
the three previous rounds of talks, met the 4 of us at the airport and !
guided us safely to our hotel in downtown Tokyo near the JLC !
Headquarters. This gave us the opportunity to share with Darin the !
results of our previous discussions, as well as the purpose of this !
meeting. As the materials which I have shared with you have reported, !
the JLC representatives have clearly understood that a decision on !
their part to ordain women into the pastoral office would mean the !
ending of altar and pulpit with the LCMS, i. e., we would no longer be !
able go to communion together or exchange pulpits, something that !
would bring great sadness to both of our churches. The announced !
purpose of this meeting, we explained, was to talk about what kind of !
relationship might still be possible between our two churches, should !
a recommendation to ordain women as pastors be presented to and be !
adopted by the next convention of the JLC. It was very helpful for !
the 5 of us to have this time together before our meeting with the JLC.!
This was then we way we proceeded in our meeting together. President !
Kumei chaired the meeting and formally welcomed us and expressed his !
pleasure that Mr. Storkson was able to be present. Following his !
words of welcome, I brought greetings from President Kieschnick, and !
then introduced Darin who read President Elect Harrison's letter and !
presented gifts to President Kumei and the JLC brothers. Following !
some rather frank discussion, I was asked to lead the group in a !
discussion of the paper I had been asked to give to the faculty and !
students in Ft Wayne in November 2008 and which was subsequently !
published in the CTQ in 2009 "Relating to other Christians Charitably !
and Confessionally." Following some rather difficult discussion in !
which we shared with them that while we would would still be brothers !
and sisters in Christ, it would be so very painful for us not to be !
able to give expression to our baptismal unity at the Altar.!
On Monday evening the JLC hosted a very warm dinner and presented gifts.!
The Tuesday morning session was devoted to reviewing a first draft of !
a report on this meeting prepared by ithe JLC represenatives, which is !
to be jointly approved by the representatives from each of our !
churches, which will constitute our official report on this 4th round !
of talks. Unfortunately, time ran out before we could complete this !
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process. So Dr. Blanke will continue to work with the JLC to prepare !
a draft of this release which will be sent to Joel, Mike, Darin and !
myself for review and final approval.!
The word I received from Dr. Blanke yesterday was that it will !
probably be a couple or three weeks before this can be done.So that is !
why I have referred to this email as a "preliminary report."!
 I would like to say in conclusion that it was good to have Darin !
present at this meeting. His presence and participation in this !
round, I believe, will prove very helpful in making a smooth !
transition between the old and new administrations as these contacts !
between the JLC and the LCMS continue.!
Please let me know, Al, if you have any questions. My prayers are with !
you and President Harrison as you continue to work for doctrinal !
agreement with dear brothers and sisters in Christ in the JLC.!
Blessings in Christ,!
Sam!
Sent from my iPhone!

 
主の聖なる御名を褒め称えます。暑さ厳しい毎日ですが、粂井先生におかれましては、ますま
す主の尊い宣教と牧会のわざにお励みのこととお慶び申し上げます。いつも、私たちの教会と
その働きを覚え、お祈りくださり、ありがとうございます。 
 
私は、先だっての教会定期総会におきまして、新たに議長に選出されましたマシュー・ハリソン
と申します。大変重い責任を与えられましたが、主を畏れつつ、福音の前進のために全力で、
また、喜びを持って、奉仕させていただく決意でおります。今後ともよろしくお願いいたしま
す。 
 
私たちLCMSにとりまして、日本ルーテル教団の皆様が、私たちも無償で頂いた同じ主イエ
ス・キリストの罪の赦しと永遠の命に、共に預かっておられるということが、言い尽くせない喜
びであり、感謝です。クリスチャン人口が1%にも満たない困難な環境にありながら、純粋な
信仰を主がお与えになり、かつ、保っておられると言うことは、何と驚くべき奇跡ではないで
しょうか。私は、愛する皆様を思い、主に祈るたびごとに、皆様への尊敬の念が与えられ、主
を褒め称えているところです。 
 
さて、数年前より、日本ルーテル教団とLCMSの間で、女性教職の問題について議論と祈り
が繰り返されてきたことを、私も承知しております。9月1日に私の奉仕が正式に始まった後
も、これまでの話し合いを踏まえ、ご一緒に解決の方法を探ってまいりたいと思います。ただ、
貴教団が、長年、女性教職への按手は、アディアフォロンであるとの立場をとってこられたこ
とについて、私は大変心を痛めております。仮に近い将来、女性の按手が本当に執り行われた
場合、私の心は深い悲しみで満ち溢れるでしょう。なぜならば、そのことが、私たち二つの教
会間の協力関係に大変ネガティブな結果をもたらすことを知っているからです。例えば、私た
ちは、これ以上VYMの宣教師をお送りすることが出来なくなりますし、日本ルーテル教団は
ILCのメンバー資格を失うことになるでしょう。 
 
私は、日本ルーテル教団の敬愛する皆様が、キリストによる励ましと愛の中で、同じ思いと同
じ愛を抱き、心を合わせ、思いをひとつにして、与えられた同じ信仰告白に引き続き立ってい
てくださることを、心からお祈りしております。私も、皆様のことや日本でしかわかり得ない
ような諸事情、試練などを、より深く理解できるようにと願っています。ご一緒に、御言葉の
もとに導かれて、話し合いを続けてまいりましょう。 
 
日本におられる敬愛する牧師先生方、また、兄弟姉妹のお一人お一人に、是非よろしくとお伝
えください。主イエス・キリストの恵みが、いつも皆様と共にありますように。 
 
主に在りて、 
 
2010年8月2日 
ミズーリ・ルーテル教会議長 
マシュー・ハリソン 
 
日本ルーテル教団議長 
粂井 豊 先生 
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Dear President Kumei: 
 
May the holy name of our Lord be praised! As we continue to spend hot summer days, I rejoice that your 
precious labor of the Gospel proclamation and pastoral care continues without interruption. I thank you 
also for your fervent prayers for our church and her ministry. 
 
I am Matthew Harrison, President-Elect of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Such a weighty 
responsibility is laid on my shoulders at the convention. With fear and trembling, but with profound joy 
in the Gospel, I will attempt to serve the Lord faithfully. I hope and pray that we may build a good 
relationship in the Lord. 
 
For us in the LCMS, it is joy and thanksgiving beyond measure that the saints in Japan Lutheran Church 
are co-receivers of the same forgiveness of sins and eternal life, which our Lord has freely bestowed on us 
all. Isn’t it an amazing miracle that in spite of the difficult situation where the Christian population is less 
than one percent, the Lord has still given you saving faith and ever keeps it? Every time I remember you 
in my prayers, beloved brothers and sisters in Japan, I am given a sense of respect toward you, and of 
praise of His holy name. 
 
I know that for several years discussions on the ordination of women have taken place between Japan 
Lutheran Church and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. I will officially begin my duty as 
President on September 1st, but I intend to continue our discussion, building on the past dialogue, trying 
to come to a God-pleasing solution. However, I am profoundly concerned over the position that your 
church has long since taken that women’s ordination is an adiaphoron. My heart will be filled with deep 
sorrow should your church take the step to ordain women, because I know that it will negatively impact 
our partnership. For example, it will be impossible for us to send volunteers (VYM). It will most likely 
result in your losing membership of the ILC. 
 
I pray earnestly, therefore, that beloved brothers and sisters of Japan Lutheran Church may be encouraged 
to keep the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind, so that they may 
remain united with us in the common confession that has been given to us. I also wish to deepen my 
understanding of your unique situation and challenges. Let us be guided by the Word of God alone, and 
continue our dialogue. 
 
Please greet from me beloved brothers in the office as well as brothers and sisters of your church. May 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 
 
In Christ, 

Rev. Matthew C. Harrison 
President-Elect 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
August 2, 2010 
 
Rev. Yutaka Kumei 
President 
Japan Lutheran Church 
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Rev. Matthew C. Harrison 
President-elect 
 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63021 
mch@lcms.org 

August 27, 2010 
 
Dear President Kumei and the people of the Japanese Lutheran Church: 
 
Greetings in the name of our merciful Savior, Jesus! 
 
Thank you for your kind words regarding my election as President of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. I appreciate your greetings and give thanks to the Lord for the connection our 
churches have had these many years. I am also thankful that you permitted my representative, 
Mr. Darin Storkson, to attend these discussions. 
 
It is for this reason that my heart is filled with sadness that the Executive Committee of the JLC 
is considering recommending the ordination of women to your church’s convention. Such a 
decision would bring shame to LCMS as the sister church of the JLC in that our witness to you 
was not strong enough to prevent such a decision. 
 
We are grateful that you have engaged in discussions with the LCMS for the past few years. The 
decision to ordain women is fraught with many consequences that affect not only your church 
and that of your sister church, the Missouri Synod, but also that of the entire Christian Church. 
We ask you to consider delaying your decisions for another round of discussions beginning in 
early 2011, and would propose the following topics: Christ’s Institution and Mandate of the Holy 
Ministry; Adiaphora in Light of Natural Law and the Orders of Creation; the Augsburg 
Confession, Articles V and VII; and How Seminary Education Can Involve Women without 
Leading to Ordination. Your consideration of this would honor us greatly. 
 
A decision by your church to ordain women would dissolve pulpit and altar fellowship between 
our churches and result in the cessation of related activities. 
 
My prayers are with you, these discussions between our churches, and your church’s convention. 
May the Lord grant us wisdom, patience, and a godly way to move forward together. 
 
In Christ’s Name, 

Rev. Matthew C. Harrison 
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Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations 
 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63021 
Albert.collver@lcms.org 
636-751-3970, cell phone 
 
August 27, 2010 
 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus, who shepherds our souls and guards us from error. 
 
Should circumstances have permitted me to attend this meeting between the LCMS and JLC, 
with your indulgence have liked to present something along these lines. It would be an honor to 
me if you would permit Mr. Darin Storkson to read these brief and preliminary thoughts to you 
on my behalf. 
 
In Christ, 
 
abc3+ 
 
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President-elect 

As we studied the documents from your church leading you to the consideration of whether 
or not to ordain female clergymen, our hearts are heavy as we consider how we have contributed 
to this situation through our action and inaction. We are reminded of Hermann Sasse’s comment 
as he reflected on the inability of the World Council of Churches to confess the Ecumenical 
Creeds. Sasse noted, “Our witness was too weak.”1 Should your church decide to ordain women, 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), as your sister church, bears shame for having a 
witness too weak to prevent you from departing the mandate and institution of Christ regarding 
the Holy Ministry and the historic position of the church. Our love for you in Christ compels us 
to confess the truth in love, to call you back to your first love and to alert you to both the spiritual 
dangers of such a decision as well as the church relations implications. 
 
From the Japan Lutheran Church (JLC) 3rd General Convention, a document on women’s 
ordination dated April 17–29, 1974, asks “whether or not the Bible clearly forbids the Office of 
the Ministry to women.” The document concludes, “The passages referred to above clearly do 
not forbid women to preach in the church. This is an adiaphora [sic]” On the basis of this, the 
JLC decided not to ordain women in order to promote good order. The document stated that the 
Augsburg Confession, “emphasizes that where there is agreement concerning basic doctrine it is 
not necessary to have absolute uniformity in all matters.” On the basis of these arguments, it 
appears that the JLC concluded in the early 1970s and still holds the position that the ordination 
 
1 Sasse, Hermann. Luther and the Ecumenical Creeds. Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, 1965. 
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of woman is an adiaphoron. It is a tragedy that the LCMS remained unaware of this for some 
thirty years. The fact that our witness to you has been too weak brings shame upon us. 
 
In regards to adiphora, in philosophical thought (especially among the Stoics), the term 
developed to describe something that was κατὰ φύσιν (kata physin, “according to nature”) but 
not παρὰ φύσιν (para physin, “against nature”). Both “natural law” and the “orders of creation” 
fit into this understanding, for the male being created before the female is κατὰ φύσιν (kata 
physin, “according to nature”) and as such, “male” and “female,” while equal in terms of 
humanness and importance, do have different roles and responsibilities. Adiaphora (ἀδιάφορα 
“indifferent things”) are things in between what is “according to nature” and “against nature.” It 
is important to note that what is adiaphora cannot be “against nature.” In terms of natural law, 
homosexuality cannot be regarded as an adiaphora because homosexual relations are “against the 
natures” of the sexes. Until relatively recently, this sort of “natural law” common sense generally 
was accepted by most people. In these last days, when the human race lives with a seared 
conscience (1 Timothy 4:2), the basic orders of creation are challenged and overturned as people 
attempt to remake creation in their own fallen image. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 11:8 and 1 Timothy 2:12 – 13, St. Paul argues against women preaching and 
teaching on the basis of the order of creation—namely, that the Lord created Adam before Eve. 
The 1974 JLC document on “Women’s Ordination” explains these verses as relating to the lives 
of believers in “their homes within the society of that age.” The apparent conclusion of this is 
that these passages only apply to family life and/or the people of that time. St. Paul’s argument, 
in fact, is much broader and applies to “women” in general and not simply “wives.” Again 
arguing from the “orders of creation” and what is κατὰ φύσιν (kata physin, “according to 
nature”), men and women “according to nature” from the beginning of the human race until now, 
pair off, marry, and have children. 
 
The ordinary expectation not only in Paul’s time but also ours is for men and women to 
marry. Married couples, according to the natural order of things, produce children. If this were 
not the case, the human race would not continue on the earth. The argument in the JLC document 
that St. Paul was only speaking to married couples because 1 Timothy 2:15 speaks of women 
bearing children is fallacious. Paul was speaking of the natural order of things—how things 
normally proceed between a man and woman. According to nature (κατὰ φύσιν, kata physin), 
men and women get married and have children. According to nature (κατὰ φύσιν, kata physin), 
in the sense that St. Paul understands “authority,” a woman is always under the authority of a 
man. She is either under the authority of her father or her husband. Once again, Paul treats the 
“exceptions”—widows, divorcees, orphans, single women—as such, exceptions and not strictly 
speaking “according to the natural order of things” or according to how the Lord created the 
world and intended them to operate. 
 
Saint Paul’s arguments regarding the role of women in the church appeal to the “natural 
law.” What is κατὰ φύσιν (kata physin, “according to nature”), does not change throughout the 
age of the human race. It extends through time and across cultures. Granted, what we have 
understood as being “according to nature” can be influenced by the times in which we live and 
by our culture, but what is truly “according to nature” does not change. Thus, “according to 
nature” a male human will never give birth, for only female humans according to the way we are 
naturally designed can become pregnant and give birth. Having been given dominion over the 
earth—even in the sense that such dominion remains after the Fall into sin—allows human 
beings to do some things that are παρὰ φύσιν (para physin – “against nature”). Our ability to do 
things “against nature” does not mitigate or alter what is “according to nature.” 
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The recognition that St. Paul’s argument regarding the ordination of women flows from an 
understanding of what is κατὰ φύσιν (kata physin, “according to nature”) and παρὰ φύσιν (para 
physin, “against nature”) may help us understand other consequences to the ordination of 
women. The violation of the created order with the ordination of women leads to another 
violation—the ordination of homosexuals. In the majority of the church bodies that have 
ordained women, there is pressure to ordain practicing homosexuals as ministers of the Gospel. 
The very same hermeneutical arguments used to ordain women are also applicable to the 
ordination of homosexuals. Many churches have succumbed to the pressure to ordain practicing 
homosexuals and in the process departed from the faith. If the ordination of women brings 
judgment, the ordination of homosexuals brings condemnation (1 Corinthians 11:29–32). 
 
Although the LCMS and JLC have discussed the “orders of creation,” it appears that our 
witness in this regard has been too weak. Perhaps, it might be possible to have further 
discussions with the JLC along the lines outlined above. 
 
The Japan Lutheran Church (JLC) 3rd General Convention, document on women’s ordination 
dated April 27–29, 1974, also states, “The Augsburg Confession emphasizes that where there is 
agreement concerning basic doctrine it is not necessary to have absolute uniformity in all 
matters.” This is a quotation from the Latin text of the Augsburg Confession, Article VII. In the 
immediate context, the Roman church was demanding “uniformity” in liturgical and ritualistic 
practices. To this, AC VII in both Latin and German, confesses, “it is enough (satis est) for the 
true unity of the Christian church that there the gospel is preached harmoniously” 
(einträchtiglich, “with one accord”). The Latin text of the AC VII defines the minimum, while 
the German text the maximum. The church is not able to preach the gospel with one accord when 
there is a dispute over the means by which the Gospel is delivered (AC V, the “Preaching 
Office”/“The Office of the Holy Ministry”). The Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed by means 
of the Office of the Holy Ministry. The “means” used to deliver the Gospel can be in accord with 
the Gospel or against the Gospel. The ordination of women in fact is against the Gospel. It goes 
against the very heart of the how the Gospel is delivered and is therefore not an adiaphora. This 
is another area in which our witness concerning the Augsburg Confession, Articles V and VII, 
has been too weak. This is another area where it might be possible to have further discussion 
between the LCMS and the JLC. 
 
In a similar way, just because a church is able to “ordain” a woman does not mean such an 
action is not against the Gospel or against Christ’s mandate and institution of the Holy Ministry. 
It does not appear that neither the JLC 1974 document on women’s ordination nor the previous 
discussions between the LCMS and the JLC began or focused on Christ’s mandate and 
institution of the Holy Ministry as it is established in Matthew 28 and in John 20. These passages 
are where Jesus establishes the Office of the Holy Ministry. In any discussion on the ordination 
of women, the starting point should be the passages from Holy Scripture where our Lord 
institutes, creates, and mandates the Office of the Holy Ministry. Again, in our discussions with 
you, our witness regarding the origin and creation of the pastoral office has been too weak. This 
could be another area where fruitful discussions between our church could occur. 
 
While the truth must be spoken in love, it is not a service of love if such speaking does not 
try to lift one out of sickness. In the history of the Missouri Synod, there are examples of the 
truth being spoken in a way that was not entirely loving. There have also been times when the 
Missouri Synod has spoken in such a way that her witness was too weak as she tried to be 
“loving.” My hope in this letter was to strike the right balance. Being the sinner that I am, I am 
sure that I have not achieved my goal. For this, I ask your forgiveness but also ask that you give 
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careful thought to the serious ramifications, both in a spiritual and in a church relations sense. 
Departing from Christ’s institution and mandate regarding the ordination of women leads to a 
departure from the Gospel itself. Apart from Christ and his Gospel, there is no salvation. In 
regards to church relations, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has fellowship when there is 
agreement in the Gospel—that is, agreement in doctrine. Should the JLC ordain women, pulpit 
and altar fellowship cannot exist between our churches. Neither can ministries such as seminary 
education and the youth volunteer program continue. It is with much regret, sadness, and shame 
that we have failed to prevent these dire consequences from arising between us. 
 
Should your hearts and minds be so moved, we would respectfully ask you to delay your 
decision regarding the ordination of women and consider opening another around of discussions 
where our witness to you may not be weak, but bold and strong in Christ Jesus and his 
unchanging truth. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations / 
Assistant to the President (Elect) 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd 
St Louis, MO 63122 
cell: 636-751-3970 
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To: Matthew Harrison
From: Gerald Kieschnick
Date: August 25, 2010
Re: Appointment of the PNG negotiating team
 
Matt:
 
As you know from the President's Church Relations Cabinet meetings, we have been involved for a
substantial period of time in trying to understand and respond to reports of division in the Gutnius
Lutheran Church (GLC) in Papua New Guinea (PNG). Al Collver has been briefed on this situation
and has copies of the key documents. Since further action will be required during your
administration, I want to share with you some recommendations and the reasoning behind them that
you may find useful as you consider the Synod’s course of action under your leadership.
 
As you know from the PCRC meetings, the part of the GLC which is most deeply committed to the
doctrine and practice of the LCMS has invited us to send a delegation to PNG to take part in
discussions which could lead to reconciliation in the church. In my opinion, the team should be
appointed quickly. A team few in number, yet fully acquainted with the situation in PNG, and
recognized as authoritative spokesmen for The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod would best serve
the interests of the Synod.
 
Using these criteria, I suggest the following people for your consideration as members of the
delegation:
· Rev. John Mehl, LCMS World Mission’s Regional Director for Asia. He has been involved in
negotiations in PNG on previous occasions and is well known and respected there.
· Rev. Ron Rall, pastor of Timothy Lutheran Church here in St. Louis. Ron served as a
missionary in PNG. He knows the local language as well as virtually all of the principals
involved. He is respected by all sides and knows how to negotiate with New Guineans.
· Rev. Mike Semmler, President of the Lutheran Church of Australia or someone that he would
appoint like Greg Lockwood, who has substantial experience in PNG. The LCA has been
actively involved with the GLC from the beginning. This would signal our recognition that
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this is not a dispute between the GLC and the LCMS but a matter that has consequences for
the entire Lutheran church. Our efforts are solely intended to assist the GLC as they have
requested.
· Rev. Al Collver, your Church Relations Director. These issues will have to be negotiated very
carefully. To have one of your people at the table who can enunciate the positions that you
are prepared to follow will be important.
Respectfully, I suggest appointing these people immediately. We know that there are significant
numbers of people in PNG who are prepared to work for the unity of the church, and it is for the sake
of these people that the LCMS is involved. At the same time, they want the blessing and
encouragement of their Lutheran fathers and mothers in the US. They are waiting for now, but I fear
that if we do not take action quickly, it is inevitable that they will look for support in other places.
 
I am convinced that we need to continue to emphasize that we are assisting the GLC in the way we
have been requested to do. Only the pastors and people of the GLC can resolve this problem. There
is no guarantee that the differences in the GLC can be resolved, but ways must be found that enable
the pastors and people of the GLC to carry out the work God has given them. We certainly cannot
resolve this problem for them. We are willing to assist the efforts they are prepared to make, but it
must be their effort.
 
In the same way, it is important that we continue to inform appropriately the Lutheran world. On the
one hand, we want to explain ourselves rather than allow others to define us. On the other hand, we
may be confident that those who do not want reconciliation to succeed will look for allies in other
parts of the Lutheran world, and we want to preempt that. Until now we have kept informed the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), of which the GLC is a member. The LWF has promised to
cooperate with us in our efforts to resolve this issue, and I believe that we should continue to keep
them informed.
 
We have learned much about handling crises in partner churches over these past months, and I want
to be sure that what we have learned is available to you. I am certain that all of the people who have
worked on this are willing to provide further information. May God grant to you every blessing as
you prepare to take up your responsibilities as the President of the LCMS.

Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, President
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
"Transforming lives through Christ's love ... in time ... for eternity ..." John 3:16-17
This electronic mail transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the
person(s) named and/or the person(s) to whom it is intentionally sent. Any use, distribution, copying or
disclosure by another person is strictly prohibited.

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 5:49 AM
Page 1 of 2
Subject: RE: Crc update 
Date: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 4:36 AM 
From: John L. Mehl john.mehl@aC.net 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Cc: Dave Birner david.birner@lcms.org 
Dear Al, 
 
I got off the plane and went to bed before answering your e-‐mail. I have aCached two 
Smelines. The GLC needs aCenSon. I would like to go there as soon as I can get some direcSon. 
Dave Birner can fill you in on more detail . . . since he is an old PNG hand. The idea is that we 
need to defuse the money issue, which evidently has been a divisive factor in the church. I 
would like to go with Ron Rall who has traveled there with me before and is very good at 
interpretaSon of the culture. 
 
The second church relaSons quesSon with which we are working right now is a property issue 
with the China Evangelical Lutheran Church. The CELC is the ecclesiasScal part and the China 
Evangelical Lutheran Church –Legal CorporaSon owns the property. This has been cause of 
tremendous upheaval in the church and 5 pastors going to jail. The Smeline shows some of 
this. The LCMS has successfully peSSoned the courts to allow us to change the consStuSon so 
that we (the LCMS) can as the donor of the property, appoint this CELC-‐LC board whenever 
their 3-‐year terms are up. The Ministry of Interior and the courts have allowed us to set up a 
temporary board which is made up of Lutheran Church-‐Hong Kong Synod pastors and teachers, 
missionaries, and an LCMS lawyer who lives in Taiwan. President Yi doesn’t like this at all and 
will peSSon President Harrison to kick us all off and reappoint his own people. We hope this 
doesn’t happen. Sooner or later, we will need a leCer from the president’s office in support of 
a board for the CELC-‐LC. 
 
John L. Mehl 
Regional Director -‐ Asia 
LCMS World Mission 
Asia Cell: +852-‐6390-‐9975 
U.S. Cell: +1-‐314-‐799-‐9176 
 
From: Collver, Albert [mailto:Albert.Collver@lcms.org] 
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2010 8:12 PM 
To: Mehl, John 
Subject: Crc update 
 
John 
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Any updates for the church relations cabinet? 
Sent from my iPad 
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A leadership crisis has been building in the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC), Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) for the past several years. As a result, a number of steps have been taken by LCMS World 
Mission to put things in order. The following timeline recounts this history: 
1. An agreement was signed in Shanghai, China on October 31, 2006 by Bishop David Piso, 
Dr. Robert Roegner, Rev. David Birner, and me, that stated that “Because of the 
confusion resulting from dissent and strife within the GLC, and because of a climate of 
misinformation and mistrust, it is becoming increasingly difficult for LCMS World 
Mission to raise ministry resources to share with the GLC.” A committee was to be set up 
to help clarify steps be taken by the GLC to bleed off the strife with the church. The 
committee was not easily formalized and a trip to PNG in March of 2007 was organized. 
2. On March 24, 2007, Bishop David Piso, Bishop Neketomas Aiene, Rev. Ted 
Engelbrecht, and I signed an agreement in PNG that has now become known as the 
Wapenamunda Agreement. This was negotiated in part by Rev. Dr. Ron Rall and Dr. 
Steve Lutz (LCMS missionary in PNG) and all the bishops of the GLC. This agreement 
gave direction to LCMS World Mission and the GLC about setting up structures to 
handle projects and funding, but also gave clear responsibility to the GLC to focus on 
reconciliation within the church. 
3. On March 5, 2008, Bishop David Piso sent a letter to numerous recipients stating that Mr. 
Ezekiel Peter had been installed as the GLC general secretary on March 3rd. The 
installation service at Ireyla, which he reported was attended by missionary Steve Lutz, 
Governor Peter Ipatas, Rev. John Nathan, and a list of GLC members from various 
political parties. It appeared at that time that a corner may have been turned on the 
internal fighting. 
4. On September 15, 2008, Ezekiel Peter wrote to say that his signature had been removed 
from GLC accounts and he was being shut out of GLC proceedings by Bishop Piso. 
5. On October 10, 2008, Rev. Ted Engelbrecht wrote to the leadership of the GLC and said 
that we were forced to withhold any funding until their bank account situation was 
clarified. 
6. On December 9, 2008, Ezekiel Peter wrote of the progress the GLC was making on 
getting banking information in order, as well as other positive steps, but that there 
remained a rift with Bishop Piso and the main accounting. 
7. On December 14, 2008, Bishop Piso wrote that Ezekiel Peter had been terminated, but 
this was contested in court which was not heard until October 2009. 
8. On February 2, 2009, missionary Steve Lutz was diagnosed with an aggressive grade 3 
malignant brain tumor at Johns Hopkins. He remains off the field at this time. 
9. Summer 2009, Ezekiel Peter visited St. Louis. 
10. October 7, 2009, Ezekiel Peter wrote to ask Rev. Ted Engelbrecht and me to visit PNG to 
help sort out some of the problems. 
11. October 7, 2009, Governor Peter Ipatas wrote endorsing the idea that Ted and I come and 
try to work with the GLC, Bishop Piso, and his own administration. 
12. October 19, 2009, Bishop Piso responded to a suggestion by Rev. Ted Engelbrecht that 
he and I visit PNG before the end of the year. Bishop Piso stated that the GLC church 
council was not too interested at first to have us come because we don’t send enough 
funding and don’t follow the “Protocol Document.” We are told that we need to send 
money before we could visit. 
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13. On November 14, 2009, I informed Bishop Piso that due to budget restrictions, LCMS 
World Mission was forced to cut the GLC budget to zero. 
14. On December 31, 2009, Bishop Piso responded to a proposal that Rev. Ted Engelbrecht 
and I visit the GLC in January. The Bishop wrote, “Dear John and Ted, Please understand 
that the GLC has not invited you to visit the GLC. The Church Council will meet to 
discuss on this on any possible visit by you or any other LCMS leaders and will get back 
to you as soon as a decision is reached by the Council. Thanks for your cooperation and 
understanding in this matter.” 
15. January 5, 2010, Ezekiel Peter wrote with the court order from Bishop Piso against 
portions of the GLC. 
16. February 14, 2010, Bishop Piso responded to another request by Rev. Ted Engelbrecht 
for a visit to PNG. He wrote, “The GLC-PNG national Church Council met already from 
4 February to 6 Feb 2010 at the meeting place at Wapenamanda attended by 27 members 
present. The Council took 38 decisions and one the decisions was concerning an 
invitation the Council decided to send to you and Pastor John Mehl and the LCMS on the 
following conditions: 
a. That you visit the GLC-PNG alone and not another group such as the reformation 
group and other groups. It was pointed out that internal GLC politics must be left 
to the GLC-PNG and not to get involved. 
b. All meetings will be with the Church Council only. 
c. Must follow the itenery and visit program done by the Head Bishop and approved 
by the Executive3 Council and none other. 
d. Be prepaired to re-visit the Protocal Document of the LCMS and GLC-PNG. 
e. That you be asked to transmit some funds to the GLC to help host the visit and 
meetings. 
f. That you visit in the month of February or the first week of March 2010.” 
17. March 29, 2010, Ezekiel Peter sent a copy of the Piso excommunication documentation 
of March 8. 
18. June 14, 2010, President Kieschnick sends a letter to Bishop Piso and leaders of the GLC 
encouraging reconciliation. 
19. July 2010, two sets of elections for bishop took place in the GLC. Bishop Piso and 
Bishop Nick were elected. 
20. Ezekiel Peter and Governor Peter Ipitas have welcomed a delegation from the LCMS to 
visit the GLC. 
 
Suggestions for a step forward with our partner in New Guinea: 
 
We would like to suggest that a delegation from the LCMS visit the GLC for the purposes of 
information sharing. Reconciliation will finally need to come from with, but the LCMS needs to 
make sure that we are not a device used to cause division, and it appears that funding from 
various sources has been used for division. This visit needs to be made as soon as possible. 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 5:53 AM
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Dear Dr. Collver:
 
Greetings to you from Lutheran Church in Korea in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
 
Thank you for your hospitality while I was in Concordia Seminary.
 
I enjoyed the installation service for President Harrison and it was honor for me to be invited.
 
I would like to know your arrival date, time and flight number ect... Let me know it soon.
 
I would like to have a copy of what you presented on 11th September afternoon in the presitent's room.
Please send me it through e-mail lck0001@chol.com.
 
I am looking foreward to seeing you in Korea.
 
Sincerely your in Christ
 
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um, President
Lutheran Church in Korea
EXHIBIT I
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Subject: Re: Dr.Stanley's program 
Date: Friday, September 3, 2010 3:03 AM 
From: J Samuel revjsamuel_oslc@yahoo.com 
To: Herbert Hoefer HHoefer@cu-‐portland.edu 
Cc: MaHhew Harrison maHhew.harrison@lcms.org , Dan MaHson ic_maHsodl@lcms.org , waldo wrening 
 wjwernl@aol.com , Darin Storkson Darin.Storkson@world-‐relief.org , Darin Storkson darin.storkson@lcms.org 
Dear Dr. Hoefer, 
 
I am totally disappointed with your attitude and letter regarding Dr.I. Stanley. Stanley is the 
person who has not yet reported himself to the Ambur Synod after his transfer from the 
Seminary. He has still his seminary house not handed over to the Seminary. He is working 
against the interest of the Church. You already know these things. In spite of this you are 
encouraging such a person to do some ministry without the approval of either the Synod or 
the IELC. I am sure, you are playing politics of divide and rule to see that there is confusion 
in IELC. I strongly object to your interest of trying to divert some earmarked fund for IELC's 
other important projects to Dr. Stanley. This is very bad on your part being the South Asia LC 
MS World Mission Coordinator. Instead of helping the Church you are in hand and glove with 
anti church elements in IELC. I am sorry for making such a strong remark. 
 
I am visiting the USA from 5 the to 12th September 2010. I will be there for the Installation 
of Rev. Matt Harrison as the President of LC MS. I want to speak to you openly in the 
presence of Rev. Harrison about your involvement in IELC. 
 
In the mean time I keep praying to God to grant you a real burden for the cause of His 
Kingdom in India for which you have been called. 

Yours in God's Mission, 

Rev. Dr. J. Samuel 
President, IELC 
From: Herbert Hoefer HHoefer@cu-portland.edu 
To: Rev J Samuel revjsamuel_oslc@yahoo.com 
Cc: "Mattson, Dan" Dan.Mattson@lcms.org ; John L. Mehl Forward 
Address john.mehl@att.net 
Sent: Fri, September 3, 2010 2:56:05 AM 
Subject: Dr.Stanley's program 
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Pres. Samuel, 
 
Dr. MaHson and I have been in a long discussion with Dr. Werning about support for Dr. 
Stanley’s lay missionary training program. The situaRon is that Dr. Werning has a foundaRon 
willing to provide up to $24,000 in matching funds. However, we must come up with the first 
$24,000. LCMS World Mission does not have extra funds to allocate for this. They want me to 
take it out of our India budget somewhere. I don’t want to do that without consulRng the IELC 
leadership. 
 
I don’t think we want to take it out of the $40,000 allocated for the seminary sRpend. The 
other large amounts are $30,000 for the School Project, $20,000 for chapel compleRons, and 
$10,000 for new site purchases. Would you like us to divert any of these amounts to provide 
funds for Dr. Stanley’s program? 
 
If not the whole $24,000, is there any amount which we might reduce in order to provide some 
funds for this foundaRon to match? What is your advice? 
 
God bless. 
 
Herb Hoefer 
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To: 
Dr. Eugene Bunkowske 
~~mall 
" tf..:k'o..:mll f)i.'\ i.'t 
Ref: 
408/146/10 
Date: 02-September-2010. 
Ref: 
Invitation to teach and design curriculum for further developments 
at the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus Seminary 
Dear Dr. Bunkowske, Greetings in Christ name. 
Fifty years ago vISionary persons within the Ethiopian Evangelical Churct1 Mekane Yesus in 
partnership with committed missionaries had understood the need for higher training As the 
result of that vision the Mekane Yesus Seminary was born in 1960. With the motto of serving 
the whole person (wholistic ministry) Mekane Yesus has contributed in the transformation of 
our country 
The church has contributed in poverty reduction, tackling environmental 
degradation. literacy development, hygiene and health, etc. 
Our graduates from Mekane Yesus Seminary have endured in the expansion of the kmgdom 
of God and as the result EECMY is the largest evangelical church in Ethiopia with close to SIX 
million membership. over seven thousand congregations and yet with only under two 
thousand ministers-the field is stlillarge l 
Thus far the Mekane Yesus Seminary had trained young scholars from Norway. the USA. 
Tanzania. N!geria. Kenya, Sudan. and now we were making arrangements for talented 
students from GUinea-Bissau and Madagascar. The Mekane Yesus Seminary is one of tlie 
best Institutions In the continent of Africa 
Under the umbrella of Mekane Yeslls Seminary 
there are School of Church Music. College of Management and Leadership, Theological 
Education by Extension, Summer Institute of Dlakonia and Department of Theology 
Furthermore we oversee quality education and curriculum development of five regional 
seminaries in Ayra. Gimbhi. Nekemte. Hosanna and Aswassa. 
After fifty years of endurance It had become very critical for the church to upgrade the 
seminary education from undergraduate to graduate level. 
That is why we badly needed 
your assistance to help us 
The Seminary Board that was led by the General Secretary of 
EECMY (Rev Dr. Brehanu Ofgaa) had endorsed your invitation. 
Dear Dr 
Bunkowske this is a "Macedonia Cry"-would you come and help us-help us to 
develop MA program in Missions and other programs as the Lord leads and guides you? 
With a copy of ttlis letter to Dr. Mike Rodewald we kindly request favor to hasten the process 
for your sooner arrival Looking forward to your partnerSNp in the Kingdom cause. 
"'" 
Sincerely. 
Dr. Belay Guta Olam 
Principal. Mekane Yesus Seminary 
CC 
Rev. Dr Brehanu Ofgaa (Sem l:1ar/ 8;)a(Jt.'.~~rper"on) 
Dr Mike Rodewald 
. 
I 
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Tuesday, September 21, 2010 5:48 AM
Page 1 of 2
Subject: Mekane Yesus Ethiopia 
Date: Monday, September 20, 2010 9:36 PM 
From: Rev. Albert B. Collver Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
To: Mike Rodewald mike.rodewald@gmail.com , Dave Birner david.birner@lcms.org , "MaJson, Dan" 
 Dan.MaJson@lcms.org 
Cc: President Harrison president@lcms.org 
Dear Mike,!
I apologize on not getting back to you sooner regarding the Mekane Yesus!
Seminary request for Dr. Bunkowske to develop a MA program in Missions.!
The "interim CMO" team met and briefly discussed this request. As such, it!
fell to me to communicate how to proceed.!
Not only does this request involve you as the African Regional Director, 
but!
also church relations, and also seminary education. This request also 
serves!
as an example of how things might move forward in the future -- the 
Regional!
Director fields the request to the CMO who passes pertinent information to!
the seminaries and to the Director of Church relations (assuming the 
church!
making the request had not already done so). Through a collaborative 
process!
a decision would be come upon regarding how to best respond to the 
request.!
(The final process might vary as we are still working these things out.) 
In!
the interim, requests such as this should come to me and then I will take 
it!
to the "interim CMO" team and consult the seminaries.!
Because of our desire to work collaboratively with the seminaries'!
faculties, we would prefer to send (if possible) a faculty member from one!
of the two seminaries rather than Dr. Bunkowske. Both Drs. Detlev Schulz 
and!
Timothy Quill have taught at the Mekane Yesus Seminary. I do not have!
personal knowledge if anyone from the Saint Louis faculty has taught 
there.!
In summary, the Office of International Mission (formerly LCMS WM) will 
not!
be able to sponsor Dr. Bunkowske to establish a MA program in Missions at!
the Mekane Yesus Seminary. As this is matter seminary education, I would!
like to follow up with the seminaries to see if they can fulfill this!
request. Mike, you could follow up with Dr. Belay Olam that The Office of!
International Mission will not be able to sponsor Dr. Bunkowske and that 
we!
are seeking a recommendation of a faculty member from our seminaries.!
I hope this is helpful and we will endeavor to respond to such requests in 
a!
quick and timely manner.!
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In Christ,!
abc3+!
-- !
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.!
Director of Church Relations - Assistant to the President!
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod!
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd!
St Louis, MO 63122!
cell: 636-751-3970!

Rev. Albert B. Collver Ph.D.” Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Dear Rev. Dr. Collver, 
What a News !! Every one was thrilled in Ghana to hear the election of Rev. 
Matthew C. Harrison as the new President of our beloved Lutheran Church-‐
Missouri Synod. We thank God for the excellent Convention you had this 
Summer. His Name be praised always. 
I should have loved to attend the Installation Service of the President elect 
on September 11, 2010 but due to the Global Financial crisis I have decided 
that three of our students who are currently in the States, namely, 
Evangelist Nicholas Salifu, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; Evangelist 
Solomon Salaam Ayagri, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne and 
Rev. William Boateng, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne will 
represent me and the whole Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana. In this 
way, we can cut down the expenses drastically. 
Even though I will not be at the Installation Service you are always in 
prayers and thoughts. I pray that the good Lord will watch over the 
President elect and those who are giving assistance to him and the LCMS. 
Dr. Quill and others left Ghana a few days ago after organizing various 
workshops and seminars for the Seminarians and Pastors. They did a good 
job that the Church certainly appreciates. 
The 4th Vice-‐President, Dr. Daniel Preus, was here to run a seminar for 
Pastors from Ghana and West Africa. It was an excellent workshop. We 
the leaders in West Africa would like to remain Confessional Lutherans and 
workshops of this nature certainly helped to properly prepare our people 
in Lutheran Confessions especially in the area of Law and Gospel. 
We appreciate this very much and pray that the good Lord will continue to 
assist them to come back to continue the leadership training for our 
Pastors, Evangelists and the Seminarians. 
EXHIBIT M

Also, we will appreciate very much if you and the President elect Rev. 
Matthew Harrison, will in future consider coming to Ghana to see the 
Church that LCMS has supported for many years. If this becomes 
affirmative let me know as soon as possible so that we can work the 
logistics for your visit. 
Once again we thank you for the email. We will continue to pray for you, 
the President elect and our beloved Church LCMS. 
In Christ 
Rev. Dr. Paul Kofi Fynn 
Cc: 
Dr. Tim Quill QUILLTIM@aol.com 
 
Evt. Nicholas Salifu nicholassalifu@yahoo.com 
 
Evt. Solomon Salaam Ayagri sayagri@yahoo.com 
 
Rev. William Boateng boatengwa@ctsfw.edu; w_boateng@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Trip Report for Accra & Kumasi, Ghana 
Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana 
July 22-August 14, 2010 
Dr. Timothy Quill 
 
July 26-August 6 – Taught Homiletics at the Seminary of the ELCG 
August 9-13 – Liturgics lectures at Pastor’s Continuing Education Seminar in Kumasi 
July 25 – Preached at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Accra 
August 1 – Preached Trinity Lutheran Church, Tema 
 
Conversations with Rev. Gordon Gyampo-Kumi (July 23) – There are many challenges 
currently facing the ELCG. 
 
Diverse worship practices also present serious problem for the unity and maintenance of 
Lutheran doctrine and practice. Worship varies considerably from congregation to 
congregation. Many have adopted “Pentecostal” worship forms and music. The 
understanding of Lutheran liturgical theology and conduct of the liturgy and liturgical 
music is seriously lacking. There is a great need to train both pastors and church 
musicians how to conduct the liturgy. Good hymnody needs to be introduced. The ELCG 
is currently producing a new liturgy and hymn book with the assistance of the 
Confessional Lutheran Education Foundation (CLEF). The conference organized by Rev. 
Kumi with CTS in Kumasi (Aug. 9-13) is also an initial attempt to address the problem. 
 
Rev. Kumi also spoke about the problems of adopting revival style evangelism with its 
emphasis on mass evangelism. The Lutheran Church does much better with personal one-
on-one evangelism (as expressed by Kumi, not to be confused with the counting of 
“Ablaze touches”). 
 
Conversations with President Paul Kofi Fynn (July 27). On Tuesday evening, President 
Fynn took me out for dinner at the Holiday Inn. Only the two of us were present. He 
made a general statement that his trip to Kumasi over the weekend went will. We also 
discussed the changes in the LCMS at the Houston Convention. I spoke highly of 
President elect Matthew Harrison and the Dr. Albert Collver III, the new Director of 
International Relation. I explained the changes that resulted from Kieschnick’s Task 
Force, particularly the effect on the BFMS and Human Care. A very high priority for 
Pres. Fynn is the training of future leaders at Fort Wayne. If Harrision’s mission vision of 
providing funds for this is realized, Pres. Fynn could easily provide several excellent 
candidates in addition to the two already enrolled at CTS this Fall (Boaten & Ayagri). He 
has already raised funds of a Solomon Salam Ayagri who will begin the MDiv program 
in September. He feels very strongly that William Boateng should not wait until winter 
quarter to begin his second year in the MDiv. program. Firstly, because he needs him 
back in Ghana as quickly as possible. Secondly, it would be easier for Solomon to make 
the transition into seminary life at Fort Wayne if he as the camaraderie of fellow 
Ghanaian to show him the ropes and give emotional support. I agree! This is a 
particularly important need among international students. 
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On the ride back to the Triple Crown Inn Pres. Fynn mentioned that he had put in a 
request to the BFMS that Carl Rockrohr be sent back to Ghana as a missionary, 
particularly to be assigned to the Seminary. The Seminary is clearly in need of a 
professor with Rockrohr’s credentials. Carl is confessional, has a doctorate from St. 
Louis, and served as a theology professor at Concordia University Ann Arbor, has years 
(five?) of experience in Ghana and is highly respected by the Ghanaians. Both Pres. Fynn 
and Gordon Kumi worked closely with Carl when he was in Ghana. Gordon speaks very 
highly of Rockrohr. The Seminary is also in great need of someone who can help 
organize the local administration of the institution and be a liaison with the LCMS. 
 
(Friday, July 30) Dinner with Pres. Fynn and Pastor Walter & Ruth Otten. The 
conversation primarily concerned funding for Pr. William Boateng to enable him to 
return to Fort Wayne for his second year of MDiv. studies. Boateng needs approximately 
$30,000. Approximately $7500 remains in his CTS account. Otten has raised $10,000. 
Fynn said Ghana will pay for Boateng’s plane ticket. Otten is aware of a few other 
donations that will be or have been given. I will check with CTS accounting to identify 
the exact amount. I will also follow up with Pr. Scott Bruzek (St. John’s, Wheaton) and 
Pr. Scott Stiegemeyer (Elmhurst) for support. Estimate of need is $10,000 to $12,000. 
 
The conversation then turned to the ELCK. Fynn said that for many years he was the only 
pastor with a full theological training. There were no pastors with adequate training to 
take over leadership, e.g. President. He repeatedly requested support from the BFMS for 
financial support enabling young men to study at LCMS seminaries, but was denied. The 
BFMS had adopted the TEE model. Fynn expressed great dislike for TEE. It has caused 
nothing but problems. Those trained in TEE think they know enough to dictate to the 
Church and refuse to attend the Seminary. There are currently three men who were 
trained through TEE. One is the director of the Lutheran Hour who thinks he is above the 
Church. Pres. Fynn has halted the TEE program and forbids it to be imported in the 
ELCG. What the ELCG desperately needs is: (1) Young men trained in the USA at 
LCMS Seminaries. (2) A strong Seminary in Ghana. From what I’ve seen, this means 
funding to complete the new Seminary campus in Accra. The current location at the 
Church Headquarters is completely inadequate. There is simply not enough space, e.g. no 
room for the library as books remain in boxes in store rooms. The Seminary needs 
visiting professors and ideally a full time missionary professor who could also assist with 
administration/organization. (3) The LLL needs to address the non-Lutheran theology of 
the Lutheran Hour in Ghana and be accountable to the ELCG. 
 
If the major grant from the LCMS President’s office/Missions becomes a reality this will 
have a profound effect on building a confessionally sound and theologically self-
sufficient church in Ghana and other countries. In addition, CRISP needs to keep its 
promises (for example, it should immediately pay the bills it owes to CTS for MA 
graduate Pastor Gordon Gyampo-Kumi). 
 
ELCG Seminary 
I taught a two week (45 hour) course in homiletics July 26-Aug. 6. Twelve students were 
enrolled in the class. 
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Pastors’ Continuing Education Seminar in Kumasi, August 9-13 
Pastor Gordon Gyampo-Kumi is in charge of establishing an in-service training program 
for 36 pastors of the ELCG and five deaf evangelists. Kumi received an MA from CTS 
last May and has returned to Ghana. Quill taught the history, theology and conduct of the 
liturgy. Rev. Walter Otten lectured on Baptism, Lord’s Supper and Confession & 
Absolution. Rev. Steve Schumacher (Lutheran Friends of the Deaf—Mill Neck) gave two 
lectures on deaf ministry to the entire conference and spent considerable time with the 
deaf evangelists. He also signed at all the sessions and worship in order that the deaf 
could fully participate. This appears to have been a first for them. The cost for the 
seminar (travel, food, room, etc. for participants in Ghana) was covered by a $5,505 grant 
from Lutheran Friends of the Deaf. 
 
LCMS & ELCG Church Relations 
Prior to my departure at the airport I asked Pres. Fynn what he saw as the primary 
concerns relating to church relations between the LCMS and ELCG. He responded 
immediately with two primary concerns. (1) The need to establish personal relations with 
the new LCMS leadership. (2) High priority must be given to the theological training of 
pastors by sending more men to study in Fort Wayne; visiting professors from CTS at the 
Seminary in Accra; regular Continuing Education Seminars; and completion of the new 
Seminary campus in Dodowa. 
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Trip Report 
South Africa 
August 14- September 5, 2010 

I am grateful for a safe, productive, and enjoyable three weeks in South Africa. 
 
From August 16- 27, I taught the two-week “Advanced Course” at Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Pretoria on “Luther as Pastoral Theologian” for 27 students. Using Luther: 
Letters of Spiritual Counsel edited by Theodore Tappert, students were introduced to key 
themes in Reformational theology as expressed in Luther’s pastoral care of Christians in 
a variety of life settings. During the same period of time I conducted a seminar on 
“Theological Ethics” for 10 students. 
 
The generosity of St. John Lutheran Church, Conover, NC; Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Naperville, Ill; Trinity Lutheran Church, Murdock, NE; St. Peter and St. John Lutheran 
Churches in Evansville, Illinois, provided copies of the Tappert volume for each of the 
students in the Advanced Course. These congregations also provided several books for 
the seminary library and copies of The Minister’s Prayer Book by John Doberstein for the 
Deans of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. 
 
While at the seminary I preached at morning chapel on August 19 and 26. I contributed 
an article for the September issue of the seminary newsletter. A version of this article will 
appear in the “What Does This Mean?” column of the November issue of For the Life of 
the World. I had dinner at the home of LCMS Area Secretary, Dr. Michael Rodewald on 
August 24 and appreciated the opportunity to learn more about his work. 
 
On Sunday, August 22 I traveled with Bishop Wilhelm Weber and Deaconess Grace Rao 
to St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Church in Middelbeurg where we attended the Divine 
Service, toured the construction site of their new campus, and enjoyed lunch with Pastor 
Michael Khumalo, a CTS graduate. This independent congregation is a daughter of St. 
Peter Lutheran Church in Arlington Heights, Illinois and continues to receive financial 
and spiritual support from them. 
 
On Saturday, August 28th I attended the meeting of the Financial Council of the 
Northwest Diocese meeting in Itsoseng. We also worshipped at the parish church in 
Itsoseng on Sunday, August 29th. 
 
I attended the Pastors’ Convention of the LCSA at Cyara on August 31-September and 
presented three papers: (1) The Saxon Visitation: Implications for Contemporary 
Lutheran Church Life; (2) Preaching the Catechisms; (3) The Small Catechism on 
Vocation. 
 
I am deeply grateful for the hospitality of Dr. Wilhelm Weber. It is a pleasure to work 
with him and the other colleagues on the faculty at LTS. I was especially pleased to work 
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with Dr. Werner Klän from Oberursel who was also a visiting lecturer at LTS. This was 
my third intensive term at LTS with Dr. Klän. 
 
With students from a variety of African countries including Botswana, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Uganda, as well as South Africa enrolled at LTS, the seminary is 
uniquely positioned to be the center of confessional Lutheran theological education for 
the whole continent. Especially note worthy is the projected Lutheran Chair at the 
University of Pretoria which is deserving of support from The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod and the International Lutheran Council. The Lutheran Chair would be a crucial 
component in providing competent theological teachers to serve in the African context. 
 
My trip to South Africa was fully funded by LTS. In the past the Board for Mission 
Services of the LCMS has funded travel for visiting professors. This arrangement was 
discontinued earlier this year. I would enter the plea that the new administration revisit 
this decision and seek ways to provide this assistance to LTS. 
 
Dr. Weber expressed interest in having me return to LTS to teach “Catechetics” and 
“Law and Gospel in Preaching and Pastoral Care” from February 28-March 11, 2011 
(this is Spring Break at CTS). I am eager to accept this invitation if funding for travel can 
be arranged. 
 
I cannot emphasize strongly enough how strategic LTS is for confessional Lutheran work 
in Africa. Dr. Weber and the entire LCSA are to be commended for their energetic and 
faithful service in striving to enhance and expand the influence of LTS. I am pleased that 
CTS is involved in this partnership and I pray that it will continue to deepen and grow in 
the coming years. 
 
Prof. John T. Pless 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
Fort Wayne, IN 
IX. 9.2010 

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 
 
Office of the Bishop 

 

President elect Rev. Matthew Harrison 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
1333 S.Kirkwood Rd 
St.Louis MO 63122-7295 USA 
Wednesday, the 28th June 2010 
Honourable President, dear Matt: Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ + 
At yesterday’s Seminary Board meeting the issue of Rev. Joe Burnham’s positioning at the 
University of Pretoria for student ministry under the auspices of the Arcadia Lutheran ministries 
[ALM: Chairman is Walter Stallmann] came up. This is not only because the Seminary has an 
interest in Joe continuing to work here, but ALM has asked the Seminary to provide housing for the 
Burnhams in such an arrangement as you can see from the proposal attached to this letter. 
Questions of protocol and procedure were discussed at length and finally it was agreed upon that I 
as Bishop of the LCSA should forward the request from ALM to have Rev. Joe Burnham called to 
serve in the student ministry at the University of Pretoria as laid out in their attached plan. A model 
for financing has been included. President Randy Golter has been consulted in this process and has 
been very supportive of the idea, which is to be put in action for the coming year 2011. 
Joe Burnham has been making himself available for possible calls elsewhere. However both Bishop 
Dr. Dieter Reinstorf and Dr. Mike Rodewald were in agreement with the other Board members, that 
the student ministry should be prioritized. 
Yours sincerely 

Dr. Wilhelm Weber + 
Bishop of the LCSA 
LUTHERSE KERK IN SUIDER AFRIKA 
KEREKE YA LUTHERE MO BORWA JWA AFRIKA 
LUTHERISCHE KIRCHE IM SÜDLICHEN AFRIKA 
IKERIKE NGOKOBULUTHERE ENINGIZIMU 
790 Arcadia Street; Pretoria 
P. O. Box 13292 Hatfield 0028 
Phone: 012 344 2302 
Fax: 
086 622 6861 
Email: bishop.lcsa@gmail.com 
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Tuesday, September 21, 2010 6:50 AM
Page 1 of 1
Subject: Revised report Re SID and LCSA 
Date: Monday, September 20, 2010 5:01 PM 
From: Herb Mueller herb.mueller@lcms.org 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Al: 
Please replace the material I sent you earlier for the PCRC agenda with the following ... 
Thanks, + Herb 
Relationship Between the Southern Illinois District and LCSA 
o Several discussions, in person and by email, with SID folks and Bishop 
Weber 
o Ten Year Old Mission Partnership is at a crossroads (details shared with 
Collver) with changes of leadership in SID, LCSA and LCMS. 
o SID Group including President Scharr will be visiting South Africa in 
October-November 2010. Group will meet with LCSA Church Council and tour 
various areas. 
o Partnership projects need to be renegotiated (after 10 years). Situation in 
LCSA has changed with new leadership. 
o SID has not, and does not wish to fund salaries, Bishop or otherwise. Projects 
in the past have been church wide efforts agreed upon by all parties. 
I have sought to facilitate discussion in a fraternal fashion. 
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SLEZSKA CIRKEV EVANGELICKA A. V. 
SLASKI KOSCIOL EWANGELICKI A. W. 
SilCSI::"til ! I';I! 
Schlcsisclw 
sell(' Kirl'hc A. Fl 
Na Nivach 7, 737 01 CeskY Tesin, Czech Republic 
Synod of the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession at its session held 
on November 14th , 2009 has taken due note of the decision of the Church of Sweden to 
allow same-sex marriages being celebrated in the church, 
The Synod recalls its resolution from November 15th , 2005, where it expressed 
disagreement with blessings of the same-sex couples in the Church of Sweden. 
The Synod on the basis of the teaching of the Holy Scripture, that there is no sexual 
cohabitation allowed, except the cohabitation of m?nand woman within wedlock, which 
teaching has been invariably confessed in the Christian church from the very beginning till 
the recent times, 
- condemns the decision of the Church of Sweden, 
appeals to the Church of Sweden to abolish all decisions, that contravene to the 
teaching of the Holy Scripture on human sexuality, and to repent for the fact, that such 
decisions were adopted, 
- declares that so the called marriages of the people of the same sex are nonexistent, 
declares, that the Silesian Evangelical Church will not maintain fellowship of the pulpit 
and altar with those members of the Church of Sweden, who will not realize or agree to the 
aforementioned decisions. 
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President of the Syn ?d Assembly 
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SLEZSKA CIRKEV EVANGELICKA A. V. 
SLASKI KOSCIOL EWANGELICKI A. W. 
Silesian 
urch of lhe PI. C, 
sell 
I(irelw;\, 13 
Na Nivach 7,73701 CesI :y Tesin, Czech Republic 
,~---..~--~-. 
Bishop Claire Burkat 
ELCA Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod 
Haws Avenue 506 
Narristown 
19401 Pensylvania 
USA 
Cesky Tesin, 7th December 2009 
Ref. nr.: 345/SP/JB 
Cancellation of Companion Synod Covenant 
between the Silesian Evangelical Chu rch of the Augsburg Confession (SECAC) and the 
. 
Southeastern Pennsylvanian Synod (SEPA) of the ELCA. 
A motion to the Synod Assembly SECAC, which took place in Cesky Tesin, on the 14th of 
November, 2009. 
Submitted to the Church Council on the 2nd of November 2009, item 4.1.1. 
The Companion Synod covenant between the Silesian Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession and the Southeastern Pennsylvanian Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America was signed in Cesky Tesin on the 2 nd of April 2006 by the 
leadership of both churches. The vision of the agreement. whose whole text is enclosed, 
states: "The Companion Synod relationship exists for the purpose of strengthening one 
another for life and mission within the body of Christ. " 
Whilst both partner churches were considering the development of their relations, the 
ELCA task force WclS preparing a recommendation for the General Ass~mbly of the ElCA 
on the 17th_23rd August, 2009, to ordain and receive church employees living in same-sex 
partnerships. 
th
On the 25
February 2009, Rev. Claire S. Burkat, bishop of SEPA ELCA our partner 
church, has expressed her opinion of the eventual passage of the motion (Task Force 
Recommendation, Social Statement) by the ELCA General Assembly to ordain 
homosexuals and lesbians: ) will welcome the gifts and abifities of many faithful, devout 
and talented gay and lesbian pastors to this church", 
th
On the 8
May 2009, the Assembly of the South-Eastern Pennsylvanian Synod seconded 
the motion of the nationwide ELCA to enable ordination to the persons living in long-term 
monogamous same-sex relationships. 
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On the 4th of May 2009, the bishop of SECAC sent an open letter to the bishop Burkat 
containing The Stance of the Church Council of the SECAC to persons of homosexual 
orientation (1ih of August 2003) a Joint Statement of the Brethren Church and SECAC, 
seconded also by the Bishop Conference of the Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic 
Church (6_th July, 2004). This letter was subsequently publicized on the Lutheran Forum 
website. It says: "We pray that your synod would take a clear Biblical stand this summer 
and vote against accepting the proposed social statement on human sexuality. Any other 
stand would be very disappointing for us and would threaten our partnership. According to 
our constitution, our ministry is incompatible with anyone or any organization that is in any 
way defending the homosexual lifestyle. But even if the statement is accepted, we hope for 
continuing partnership. Even though we would not be able to cooperate as church bodies, 
we are sure that we can develop our partnership through those in your church body who 
are opposing this statement and who are faithful to the Scripture even in the area of 
human sexuality. Nevertheless, we continue to pray for good news from your church and 
for continuing partnership, and we do it with a hope to be joined in fulfilling Christ's 
command to be 'the salt of the earth' and 'the light of the world' (Matthew 5:13-16)." 
However on the 19th August 2009, the General Assembly of the ELCA in Minneapolis 
passed with two-thirds majority a resolution to ordain and employ in the church persons 
living in monogamous same-gender relationships. We deem this a revolt against God's 
order of creation (Genesis 1: 26-28; 2,24) and God's commandments (Exodus 20,14; 
Leviticus 18,22; Deuteronomy 5,18). The Lord God hates such conduct and pronounces 
His severe judgment over it (Romans 1: 18-32). Since its very beginning up to now, 
Christ's Church has decisively excluded cohabitation of persons of the same sex 
(1 Corinthians 6: 9-10). 
The Apostle Paul, who in order to denote the church as Christ's Bride employs a 
designation "the Body of Christ" (Ephesians 5: 29-30), which unambiguously means a 
faithful marital relationship between husband and wife (Ephesians 5: 21-33). 
"But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. Nor should there 
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather 
thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person 
such a 
man is an idolater - has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those 
who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them." (Ephesians 5:3-7). 
Christ died for homosexuals and lesbians and He loves them the same as all other 
sinners. Therefore we are not supposed to confirm them in their sin, but to call them to 
repentance and to fight their temptations, lest the wrath of God afflict them The ordination 
of people living in same sex relationships is contradictory to our understanding of the Holy 
Scripture. The purpose of companionship of both our churches, i.e. "strengthening one 
another for life and mission within the body of Christ" is understood so differently that it is 
not possible to continue the companionship. We cancel this companionship with all due 
respect to you, we thank you for your cooperation up to now wishing you to return to the 
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biblical doctrine of the church and of the family. We remain obliging for cooperation with 
those in the ELCA who keep the biblical teaching and reject same-sex partner 
relationships. 
Approved by the SECAC Synod Assembly on the 14th November 2009. 
With fraternal regards, 
Ing. Adam Cieslar 
Church President 
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A Working Agreement Between 
The Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 
! 
LCMS World Mission 
As the mission representative of 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
1. Preamble 
LCMS and SECAC are evangelical Lutheran churches existing in the one, holy, 
Christian and apostolic church. Their respective constitutions mark the commitment of 
both churches to Holy Scripture and the confession of the Lutheran Church in the 
form of the Book of Concord from 1580. 
2. Goal of Our Work Together 
The goal of this cooperation is to work together to make Christ known among non
Christians primarily in the Czech Republic and to strengthen the Lutheran witness by 
word and deed in the church and community. 
3. Historical Background and Limits of the Agreement 
LCMS and SECAC have developed in their ecclesiastical character under very 
different historical, political and ecclesiastical frames of reference. On the basis of this 
working agreement we seek a deeper understanding of each other's theology and 
practice as well as an understanding of the chaHenges and problems that confront 
each church. We will give priority to spending time together, learning from each 
other. It is our mutual hope that our work together will give us the opportunity to more 
fully realize our unity as Lutheran Christians so that on the basis of agreement in 
doctrine and practice the two churches may share full altar and pulpit fellowship. 
4. Practical Cooperation 
In our work together, we respect each other's constituting documents. We 
intentionally seek ways to share the Lutheran faith by word and deed, and we strive 
to be fundamentally constructive in all our work together. We respect eXisting 
relationships. 
Both churches will cooperate in the following practical areas: 
• 
Regular contact between the church leadership 
• Collective theological work to strengthen the work of pastoral ministry-for 
example, in the form of pastoral lectures and pastoral conventions 
• 
Reciprocal invitations to theological presentations 
Both churches want to strengthen their relationships through such activities as: 
• 
Cooperation in mission outreach initiatives 
• 
Cooperation in child and youth work 
• Cooperation and reciprocal aid in the area of diaconal work 
• Cooperation in the sphere of church music 

5. Ratification! Amendment/Revision 
• 
This working agreement will take effect when it is signed by the respective partners 
• 
This agreement may be amended or revised by mutual agreement of both partners 
• 
Termination of this agreement may be called for in writing by either partner on prior 
notice of three months. 

IGLESIA EVANGÉLICA LUTERANA ESPAÑOLA 
NRL 5838-SE/A CIF Q3300307J 
C/ Kabul 3, 2o B – 41020 Sevilla 
iglesia@luteranos.net – www.luteranos.net 
10 años 
juntos al 
Evangelio. 
On Agust 24, 2010 
Dear Brother in Christ, 
Rev. Dr. David C. Birner 
Associate Executive Director / International 
LCMS World Mission 
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you as we celebrate together the Resurrection of our Lord! 
We are pleased to announce that this year we are celebrating ten years of Lutheran mission and 
reformation in Spain. During this important time of formation as a church we have received countless 
blessings from the Lord and seen Him work in powerful ways. In these few years God has grown our 
community from a few scattered believers convicted by the Gospel and the truth of scripture, to Word and 
Sacrament communities in Asturias, Madrid, Valencia, Barcelona and Seville. These ten years have also 
been full of great challenges; the reformation of a church body as deeply ingrained as Roman Catholicism is 
here in Spain has been full of difficulties that only by the grace of God have we overcome. When LCMS 
World Mission and the Lutheran Church of Argentina began to explore together the possibilities for mission 
in Spain, none could imagine where ten years of mission has brought us today; while there is much yet to 
do, lives have been changed and God has raised up new leaders to carry the light of the Gospel to all 
corners of the earth. 
In order to celebrate these many blessings, we would like to cordially invite you to attend our 
national convention held from the 9th to the 11th of October 2010, in the capital city of Madrid. At this time 
we hope to ordain the first Spanish Lutheran pastor in the history of our church, currently preparing for his 
final examination with Concordia Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentine. We will soon be sending more 
information concerning the agenda for the convention and celebration. Please share with others in your 
church-body the news of these blessings God has showered upon us as well. 
We pray for God ́s continued blessing on you and your family and await your response at your 
earliest convenience. 
In Christ, 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Spain (IELE) 

 Javier Sánchez Ruiz 

 Juan Carlos García Cazorla 
 Catequista 

 Catequista 

María Virginia García Alonso 

 Walter Daniel Ralli 
 Tesorera 
 
 Pastor-Misionero 

 
 Gustavo Omar Lavia 
 Pastor-Misionero 
EXHIBIT T

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 5:28 AM
Page 1 of 1
Subject: October ILSW mee1ng 
Date: Friday, July 23, 2010 11:38 AM 
From: Samuel Nafzger Samuel.Nafzger@lcms.org 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Cc: David Mahsman dmahsman@gmail.com 
Al,!
I have just received word from David Mahsman that you have spoken to !
him about you, a member of the presidium and Rachel Mumme attending !
the October 25-26 ILSW Board meeting in Wittenberg. He said that he !
had responded by saying that such requests in the past have been!
passed on to the Chairman of the ILSW. So I am sending you this email !
in order to invite you and those that you have mentioned in your email !
to attend this meeting. As I had indicated in our meeting in Houston, !
this is going to be a very important meeting, since the Board will be !
finalizing it's report to the LCMS BOD at that time.!
 I really hope that Matt himself will be able to attend so that we !
can have his direct input. It is critically important that the heads !
of both partner churches be fully supportive of whatever plans the !
Board comes up with.!
If you have any questions, we can talk about them when I get back to !
the office next week. In the mean time, please give David your !
accommodation needs so he can make proper plans. And he will keep !
you informed about the detail plans for the meeting and it's agenda.!
Blessings in Christ, and I look forward to seeing you next week.!
Sam!
Sent from my iPhone!
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Last Name 
First Name 
Church Name 
Country 
ELSESER 
Rev. Edgardo 
President 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Argentina 
(Iglesia Evangelical 
Luterana Argentina) 
Argentina 
FRITZLER 
Rev. Sergio 
Director 
Concordia Seminary 
Argentina 
KLEINIG 
Rev. Dr. John 
Dean of Chapel 
Lutheran Church in 
Australia/Australian 
Lutheran College 
Australia 
FIGUR 
Rev. Nilo Lutero 
(Attended on behalf of 
President Viorel) 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Brazil 
Brazil 
RAUTENBERG 
Rev. Cristian 
President 
Confessional Lutheran 
Church of Chile 
(Iglesia Luterana 
Confesional de Chile) 
Chile 
SCHUMANN 
Rev. Carlos 
President Emeritus 
& Nora (his wife) 
Confessional Lutheran 
Church of Chile 
(Iglesia Luterana 
Confesional de Chile) 
Chile 
TORGERSON 
Rev. Wilhelm 
Selbständige 
Evangelisch—Kirche 
Germany 
SCHÖNE 
Rev. Jobst 
Selbständige 
Evangelisch—Kirche 
Germany 
BOATENG 
Rev. William 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ghana 
Ghana 
SALAM 
Rev. Solomon 
Evangelist 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ghana 
Ghana 
 
Nicholas 
Evangelist 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ghana 
Ghana 
CUX 
 
Rev. Ignacio Juan Chan 
President 
Lutheran Church of 
Guatemala 
Guatemala 
CUX 
Rev. Martin 
Father of Rev. Ignacio 
Chan 
Lutheran Church of 
Guatemala 
Guatemala 
BERNARD 
Rev. Thomas 
The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Haiti 
Haiti 
CLERIUS 
Rev. Walta 
The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Haiti 
Haiti 
CHIU 
Rev. Andrew 
President Emeritus 
The Lutheran Church – 
Hong Kong Synod 
Hong Kong 
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Last Name 
First Name 
Church Name 
Country 
SAMUEL 
Rev. J. 
President 
India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
India 
JESUPATHAM 
Rev. Ravi 
India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
India 
CORNELIUS 
Mrs. Esther 
India Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
India 
HALAKE 
Rev. John 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya 
Kenya 
OBARE 
Rev. Walter E. 
Archbishop 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya 
Kenya 
OBARE 
Isaiah 
Archbishop’s Son 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya 
Kenya 
CHUCHU 
Rev. David 
Director 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya 
Kenya 
CERDENOLA 
Rev. James D. 
President 
The Lutheran Church in 
the Philippines 
Philippines 
KUGAPPI 
Rev. Arri 
Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in 
Russia 
Russia 
PANCHU 
Rev. Olav 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in 
Russia 
Russia 
PRILUTSKIY 
Dr. Alexandre 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in 
Russia 
Russia 
LYTKIN 
Rev. Vsevolod 
Bishop 
Siberian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (SELC) 
Siberia 
STRELTSOV 
Rev. Alexei 
Siberian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (SELC) 
Siberia 
WEBER 
Rev. Wilhelm 
President 
Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa (LCSA) 
Southern Africa 
VILAKAZI 
Rev. Victor 
Lutheran Church in 
Southern Africa (LCSA) 
Southern Africa 
GULLE 
Rev. Andrew 
Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania 
Tanzania 
STORKSON 
Darin 
Special Representative 
LCMS 
USA 
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Last Name 
First Name 
Church Name 
Country 
HAYS 
Rev. Franklin 
Presiding Pastor 
The American 
Association of Lutheran 
Churches 
USA 
McCOID 
Rev. Donald J. 
Executive for Ecumenical 
and Inter-Religious 
Relations 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America 
USA 
GARDIN 
Vernon E. 
Reverend Monsignor 
 
Archdiocese of St. Louis 
USA 
WELCH 
Dr. Lawrence 
Director, Office of 
Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs 
Archdiocese of St. Louis 
USA 

Report on Lutheran CORE Theological Conference and Annual Convocation 
and the formation of the North American Lutheran Church 
August 24-27, 2010 
(Monday, August 30, 2010) 
 
I. Lutheran CORE Theological Conference 
 
A. Speakers 
 
1. Carl Braaten 
“Lutheranism at the Crossroads: Theological Imperatives for the 
Future” 
 
The choice for the church is between Gnosticism and evangelical, orthodox, catholicity.1 
 
2. Paul Hinlicky 
“The Unresolved Problem of Authority Between the Times” 
The issue of authority in the church requires a clearer understanding of grace, greater 
attention to canon, creed, and confession, and Episcopal oversight.2 
 
3. Stephen Hultgren “The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible in the Church” 
A firm foundation of authority should avoid both contextualism and fundamentalism 
(e.g., inerrancy) and be protected by the teachings of the creeds.3 
 
4. Robert Benne 
“Renewing the Moral Vision for Lutheranism” 
Lutheranism should reverse the trend of the past 50 years and emphasize personal moral 
catechesis and practice and saying far less about matters of public and political policy.4 
 
5. Robert Jenson 
“Speaking To, Of, and For the Triune God” 
No more loose talk of God—He is identified by name and narrative in Scripture and our 
speech to Him (worship), of Him (preaching), and for Him (teaching/theology) must 
reflect His identity as revealed in Scripture, and none other.5 
 
6. Gemechis Buba (banquet speaker) 
While theologically unpretentious, Dr. Buba deserves mention because of his emphatic 
rejection of any universalistic understanding of salvation and the fact that he is on the 
staff of Higgins Road... for the moment. 
 
7. Steven Paulson 
“You Cannot Be the Church Without Christ” 
As Luther did against the fanatics, we must fight against any “love” which fails to come 
from justifying faith in Christ. While love must always be yielding, faith cannot yield 
anything, but holds firmly to the Word of Christ in all things.6 
 
8. Paul Martinson 
“Mission Renewal: Gospel Roots with Global Reach” 
Justification by faith may not be divorced from mission. ELCA has no theology of 
mission because it has no doctrine of sin and no real doctrine of justification.7 

B. General Observations and Suggestions for LCMS Consideration 
1. The LCMS was mentioned by several speakers, in a slightly more negative than 
positive light. The negative assessment was particularly clear in Hultgren, who 
EXHIBIT Y

acknowledged that his answer to the crisis of scriptural authority is distinctly different 
than the LCMS. 
 
2. Several speakers identified the need for vigorous theological study and dialogue with 
other (like-minded) Christian theologians and churches. Such ecumenical study, however, 
was not envisioned as a move toward unity with other churches. The general sense from 
all the speakers was one of setting a new theological course on the Christian spectrum. 
 
3. Little (and almost no positive) attention was given toward evangelicalism by speakers. 
In conversations with individuals, however, both evangelicalism and more conservative 
Lutherans were spoken of far more favorably. Several pastors discussed consideration of 
colloquy into the LCMS and various lay people spoke commended past and present 
contacts with LCMS congregations and pastors and appreciation for CPH and LHM. 
 
4. I hope the LCMS extends continuing overtures of various sorts toward CORE and 
NALC and its pastors to engage together in the study of Scripture and the Confessions. 
Seminary symposia, national and international free conferences, and local lectionary 
studies are possible vehicles for joint study. This would reduce misunderstandings 
regarding our hermeneutical stance and build relationships that may be of future benefit. 
 
II. Lutheran CORE Annual Convocation (formation of NALC) 
The elasticity of CORE makes it difficult to know how to characterize it. It is an association 
bound more by common concerns than anything else. That said, I do not want to give the 
impression it is primarily negative, anti-ELCA in tone, though there is an unambiguous element 
of disagreement. The “spirit” of the conference and convocation was positive, bordering on 
euphoric in some cases, and reflected a desire to seek an identity that would be strongly 
theological (biblical, confessional, and orthodox were frequent modifiers), with a significant 
emphasis on outreach. 

A. CORE (August 26, 2010) 
The first part of the convocation dealt with transitional issues, adopting a procedural rules 
and agenda, then amending the Lutheran CORE constitution. A budget was also adopted. 
Voting delegates were determined on an self-selection basis (if you want to vote, vote) 
and an option for registering as having abstained from voting was offered (protection 
from ELCA repercussions?). 
 
The amended constitution makes clear that CORE will continue as a “ministry” 
(“movement,” “churchly community,” “association, not a church body,” “coalition.” Its 
confession affirms the Trinity, Christ’s saving work (while clearly assumed, there is no 
explicit affirmation of classical teaching about His two natures), the Scriptures as 
“inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, 
and life, ‘according to which all doctrines should and must be judged,’” the Creeds, the 
UAC, the others confessional writings “as further valid interpretations of the faith of the 
Church,” the Gospel “as the power of God to create and sustain the Church for God’s 
mission in the world,” and “The Common Confession (2005)” “as a summary of 
teachings otherwise affirmed in the Lutheran Confessions.” Membership includes not 

only congregations and individuals (lay and ordained), but also “renewal movements, 
“church bodies,” “seminaries, schools, and colleges.” Its purposes are biblical and 
confessional renewal (on various levels from the personal to the institutional) and mission 
outreach. CORE intends to mutual work with “other renewal movements.” 
 
The CORE steering committee moved adoption of a constitution and budget for the North 
American Lutheran Church. Its adoption and the election of a CORE moderator, 
secretary, treasurer, and eight-person steering committee followed. Next came election of 
the NALC bishop, Paull Spring, and an eight-person NALC executive council. The 
election of a seven-person NALC Court of Adjudication completed the election process. 

B. NALC (August 27, 2010) 
As the convocation shifted to NALC business there was some confusion as to how 
amendments were to be made in the constitution. The constitution is viewed as 
provisional, awaiting further amendments next year. The confessional section is identical 
to CORE’s. An article on the nature of church and ministry affirms AC VII, a 
congregational and extra-congregational understanding of the church, divine institution of 
the office of ministry including a ministry of collegial oversight exercised through “a 
bishop and others, a common mission (“to bear witness to Christ”), the priesthood of all 
believers, and the necessity of both lay and ordained participation in decision-making. A 
further article on ordained ministry asserts the intention to ordain men and women to the 
office of Word and Sacrament who are to teach and preach in accordance with the NALC 
confession of faith and may be members of congregations of other Lutheran church 
bodies so long as their confession of faith and practice is compatible with the NALC. 
Ordained ministers may not belong to organizations with “teachings and ceremonies” 
antithetical to the church (lodges were identified as examples; see below D. 5). All 
property is retained by the congregations. 

Convocations will be held yearly. The executive council was authorized to present 
recommendations for changes to the provisional constitution in time for consideration by 
the next convocation . It is also empowered to enter into conversations with other 
Lutheran churches regarding fellowship and to make recommendations regarding this 
next year. The final action of the convocation was to grant CORE membership for 
NALC. 

C. Sidebar 
(Anglicans and Rome) 
The Anglican Church in North America sent four bishops to the conference and 
convocation. Bishop Wes Nolden and I met to discuss the upcoming ACNA-LCMS 
dialogues which will commence at Concordia Seminary, November 10-11, 2010. 
 
I met Fr. James Massa (Executive Director of the Secretariat of Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Affairs, USCCB) on Friday. He expressed great respect for the LCMS and 
mentioned his desire for the USCCB to send congratulations to Rev. Matthew Harrison as 
newly elected president of the LCMS. Fr. Massa indicated that we would receive an 
invitation to participate in a meeting September 17, 2010 to discuss a cooperative effort 
by different proponents of the traditional understanding of marriage in the legal battles in 

California (Prop 8) and elsewhere. We also discussed the potential for our respective 
churches to discuss understandings of natural law and the possibility of a conference on 
women in ministry co-sponsored by the LCMS and USCCB. 

D. General Observations and Suggestions for LCMS Consideration 
1. Lutheran CORE will continue in existence for the foreseeable future, overlapping both 
NALC and congregations and pastors of the ELCA who choose to remain either 
temporarily or long term. It is an open organization to which some individuals (ordained 
and lay) and congregations belong formally and others sympathetically. NALC, as well 
as CORE, is open to dual membership by pastors and congregations, though it is unclear 
what policy the ELCA will pursue in that regard. (While I am unaware of any LCMS 
pastors or congregations holding formal membership in CORE, it seems evident that 
CORE is open to that possibility.) 
 
2. Six ordained male pastors and four lay people, including one woman, were elected to 
the leadership of CORE as officers and steering committee. Only the ballot for CORE 
steering committee included more than the minimum number of nominees with the four 
leading candidates named to two-year terms while the next four vote-getters will serve 
one-year as a provisional policy toward all terms being two years in the future. All officer 
positions had only a single person, the NALC executive council had only the requisite 
eight names and the Court of Adjudication only seven for its seven slots. 
 
3. During the discussion of the NALC Constitution, a motion was made to remove the 
section on other organizations (lodges) as being too exclusive, “like the Missouri Synod,” 
and a “step back.” There was some debate over this, with pleas from two lodge members, 
and one ordained grandson of a lodge member, while others defended the necessity of 
such a stipulation. The amendment was defeated resoundingly. 
 
4. The interest expressed by Fr. Massa in further cooperative efforts between our 
churches is a reminder of the opportunities which the current crisis in moral teaching has 
provided. It is quite clear that the USCCB is much more inclined to engage in substantive 
dialogue and cooperatio in externis with the LCMS than with most other churches. Such 
possibilities are worthy of serious consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry M. Vogel 
 
Attachments: 
1. Schedule: Lutheran CORE Theological Conference 
2. Schedule: Lutheran CORE/NALC Convocation 
3. CORE/NALC Resolutions 
4. Lutheran CORE Constitution 

5. Provisional Constitution of the North American Lutheran Church 
6. North American Lutheran Church brochure 

1 Braaten noted “a techtonic shift” from orthodoxy. This puts Lutheran theology at a crossroads where theological 
institutions will either continue down a path of contemporary Gnosticism marked by deviancy, debility, and decline, 
or turn toward theology that is evangelical (true to the Gospel according to Scripture with a message for the world), 
catholic (churchly theology with an enduring Gospel, Spirit, Scriptures, and sacraments), and orthodox (anchored in 
Scripture, Creeds, Confessions, and the ancient path). The marks of contemporary Gnosticism are rejection of the 
Law (antinomian and, ultimately anti-Semitic), claimed esoteric knowledge of god (located in the depths of self, 
based on introspection), subjective claims of higher authority beyond Scripture (anti-clerical). The Fathers’ (e.g., 
Irenaeus, et al.) three-fold view of authority—canon, rule of faith, conciliar consensus—is needed to combat this. 
Faithful Lutherans are called to one of, or a combination of, three strategies: (1) create a new church as a remnant 
body, confessional and creedal; (2) stay put and live faithfully as resident aliens; associate with like-minded 
confessors among all the Protestant churches as an association or society more than a “church body.” 
 
2 The nearly insoluble problem facing us today is one of authority in the church. We cannot address it without 
repentance for having failed to take theology seriously and for the greater failure to take repentance seriously—first 
of the 95 Theses insists that the whole of life is repentance. The social statement eschews any theological approach 
to serious issues and negates any call to repentance. The result is “grace” without repentance, which means a 
competing theology of grace is implied. The underlying question is how to institutionalize the theological process of 
decision-making. Several suggestions: recognize that not everyone in the church is competent to do theology 
(democracy cannot be the answer); the ground rules of canon, creed, confession cannot be negotiable; an umpire—
evangelical episcopacy—is required. 
 
3 The crisis of authority is scriptural, but not like that of the past. Inerrancy isn’t the answer. CORE is not 
fundamentalist, and shouldn’t become so, as the LCMS has done. Neither should CORE assume the stance of the 
ELCA, distinguishing between Scripture and Word of God. While there is a slippage in Luther between Scripture 
and Word of God, a hard distinction between Scripture and Word is an incomplete understanding of Luther and, 
more importantly, isn’t in the Confessions. A more traditional understanding of Scripture over against 
“contextualism” is needed. Contextualism makes “the communal experience of the faithful” the primary (ultimate) 
interpretive resource. The Scylla of inerrancy and the Charybdis of divorcing Scripture and Word must both be 
avoided. What is needed is a view which recognizes a spiritual sense of Scripture and places that above the literal, as 
in the Confessions. There, for example, James is understood evangelically, not rejected. There is an understanding of 
the continuing moral law in OT and NT. The Sabbath is understood evangelically. Scripture itself determines what 
commands have continuing authority. Lutheran Orthodoxy formalizes scriptural authority. Scripture becomes self-
authenticating and inerrancy develops with a view that all of Scripture is equally inspired, failing to do justice to its 
human element. 
Critical thought introduced a necessary balance, but went too far by undermining the unity of Scripture and 
failing to be curbed by creeds. Historical-criticism oversteps its bounds when it seeks to replace truth claims of the 
text with its own claims, e.g., trying to use Greco-roman sources as a way to reduce the meaning of Rom 1. The 
theological truth claim cannot be replaced with another one, treating the text as a dead letter, empty of Spirit, 
needing to be filled with a new (ideological) agenda. The church should (1) accept the canon as Word of God to the 
church; (2) accept the canon’s own judgments about what commands continue to apply; (3) respect all creedal 
churches and their study of Scripture; and (4) recognize that Scripture opens our worldview beyond that of the 
current day to enable us to gain a vision of the truth, beauty, and power of life in Christ. 
 
4 Half a century ago to be an American was to be Protestant in moral thought. Church and culture reinforced one 
another largely. The churches focused on personal morality and had far less to say about political issues. Since then, 
mainline Protestantism has become negative and alienating toward that tradition, having less and less to say about 
personal morality and ever more to say about political and social questions. ELCA bought into that. Renewed 
Lutheranism needs to reverse that trend, addressing personal morality forthrightly, not allowing our reality as sinner-
saints to make us acquiescent toward sin, able to learn from other traditions about moral teaching (including the 
LCMS), and more strongly emphasizing the Keys and catechesis. Renewal without hard work is a falsehood: “We 

do not believe in works righteousness, but we believe that righteousness works.” Rather than the bishops and 
ministers being the primary voice in the public square, the legitimate role of informed laity who work in that realm 
should be reinforced. Luther’s three-legged stool—church, school, home—for growth in Christian life needs 
restoration. On the institutional level, the church has become mindlessly activist and our colleges theologically 
quietistic. Both trends need to be addressed. Political convictions may not replace theology and counsel and 
guidance for the laity in public life is needed more than pronouncements. The nature of the public square and Law 
means that Lutherans should be very open to the insights of other theological traditions (e.g., Roman teaching on 
natural law). 
 
5 We live in an age of loose talk about God, without definition or specifics. Would-be-gods are neither competitive 
nor specific—Zeus can be Jupiter and Venus can be Aphrodite. But the God of Jews and Xns is a very different 
matter—jealous. His first commandment prohibits allegiance to any other god and talk of Him requires faithfulness 
to His identity. His first word to Moses is not an attribute, but a direct connection with the patriarchs, followed by a 
personal name. These are the two means of identification: narrative and proper name. Narrative fits only Him and 
the name only fits Him. “I am haShem, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery.” 
The un-utterable name is fully revealed in Matthew 28:19. 
 
Because of this, we speak for God, to God, and about God. We speak to God. at worship in a Trinitarian 
manner (Eph 5:18-20), giving thanks as Jesus did in the Eucharist, mentioning His mighty work. We are joined to 
Jesus’ filial prayer. So we pray to the Father, with the Son, and so enter into the Spirit between them. We are not 
permitted to pray to God as mother. To pray is to enter the life lived in the Triune God. We speak for God in visible 
and invisible words. In sacraments (visible words) and sermon (a verbal sacrament) is a performative, Law and 
Gospel event. The Law truly afflicts and the Gospel actually forgives as we speak for the Father, as the Son, and in 
the Spirit. Last, we speak about God (theology). We use propositions, e.g., God is love. The predicates are varied: 
e.g., omniscience and omnipresence. They may not take on a life of their own, but can only be spoken as shorthand, 
at best, for God’s faithfulness and freedom, guided by the Spirit, from within the Church. 
 
6 There is no Church without Christ—and love, in itself, is not Christ. We are again in the strange circumstance of 
having to fight against love in defense of faith. “It belongs to love to bear everything and to yield to everyone. On 
the other hand, it belongs to faith to bear nothing whatever and to yield to no one.” (See Luther, 1535 Commentary 
on Galatians, AE 27, 38.) So we must fight Gift and Trust and the current ethos of mainline Christianity, insisting 
on love at the expense of faith. At its best, love fulfills the Law, not the Gospel, so it is distinct from faith and 
justification and, if unopposed, will bury Christ. Faith refuses to be driven into a culdesac of love as fanaticism’s 
tool. Love and law are not enough—neither Father Law, external and paternal, nor Spirit Law, adaptive and 
evolving, can replace faith in Christ, who binds and loosens real sin. This enables first to fight love, then affirm it by 
means of the absolution. No church has the authority to ban the absolution of sexual sin. Let there be free 
condemnation of sin, and even freer the Word of absolution. 

7 Dr. Martinson, a former missionary, argues for the necessary linkage of justification with mission, addressing also 
the tendency of the ELCA to turn “missions” away from any goal of converting those of other religions. He is 
heavily involved with a mission effort in Hunan Province in China. Without clear recognition of human need, there 
is no sin, and no justification, and no mission to the nations. 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010 6:04 AM
Page 1 of 5
Subject: RE: Hai/ 
Date: Monday, September 20, 2010 9:39 AM 
From: Glenn Merri: glenn.merri:@lcms.org 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Priority: Highest 
Al,!
You can see the attached documents to refresh your memory. There are two 
main thing that should be noted in terms of Church Relations. First, we 
now have in place a Projects Manager for Haiti (Dr. Willy Gaspar). The new 
Projects Manager will coordinate joint projects (see attached list under 
Haiti Lutheran Relief) on behalf of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
This is a significant event in church relations because it places us in a 
position to impact (either positively or negatively depending on the 
outcome) the relationship between the Lutheran Church of Haiti (Revenel 
Benoit) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti (Marky Kessa). There 
are extensive ramifications to other relationships with the many Haiti 
Lutheran missions out there and with the many RSOs involved in Haiti 
recovery projects as well as the 3 LCMS Districts with significant Haiti 
connects (all of these as mainly with the LCH and unfortunately not with 
the ELCH as our official church partner).!
Secondly, the 6 major ongoing projects in Haiti involve church relations 
because they are all joint projects. This has required a delicate dance 
with both Kessa and Benoit. While the projects are primarily concerned 
with long term disaster recovery in Haiti, they do force us to engage in 
discussions of church relations as a side note. Kessa considers work with 
Benoit to be 'kingdom of the left" work creating frustration on Benoit's 
part. Never the less, a quick review of the 6 major projects should give 
you some insight into why the work we are doing does effect church 
relations.!
Finally, just continuing with the Haiti Recovery Plan and working 
primarily with the ELCH also has church relations implications. It is 
virtually impossible to work at this level of intensity without seeing how 
delicate our relationship with the ELCH, with Lutherans in Haiti really 
is. The old axiom "For every action there is a reaction" is certainly 
true in Haiti.!
I believe that it would be important for you to join me on a return trip 
to Haiti soon so that you can update the church relations picture from a 
personal perspective. Sorry this is short but hope it helps.!
Blessings and best regards,!
!
Glenn!
!
Rev. Glenn F. Merritt!
Director of Disaster Response!
LCMS World Relief & Human Care!
1333 South Kirkwood Road!
St. Louis, Missouri 63122!
314-996-1395 office!
817-504-0078 mobile!
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Photographs from “PCRC Agenda and Exhibits” (2010-09-21).
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Haiti Seminary Curriculum Planning Meeting Kinam Hotel, Port of Prince, September 25, 2010

Present: Pres. Marky Kessa, Rev. Eliona Bernard, Dr. Arthur Just, Dr. Timothy Quill The Meeting took place at the Kinam Hotel which gave us wireless email access during the meeting.

The first step was to carefully revise the current curriculum for the Haitian seminary which was based on the old CTS curriculum. Academic Dean Lawrence Rast provided us with electronic copies of old and new syllabi which will be used as templates for the revised Haitian curriculum. Copies of the syllabi were transferred to Pres. Marky Kessa’s lap top and emailed to Rev. Eliona Bernard, Rev. Glenn Merritt and Dr. Al Collver. Several syllabi (e.g. Practical Courses for the Pastors of the ELCH) are in French and will be taught by the Haitian professors. There is no need to translate these into English; however, we have asked Rev. Eliona to email them to Merrit and Quill. Two new courses have been added for which syllabi need to be written: (1) Pastoral Approaches to Cults, Sects and Voodoo and (2) History of the Church and Lutheran Church in Haiti.

Revised Curriculum for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti 36 Courses, 108 Hours Asterisk indicates courses which Bernard & Kessa believe should be given priority in scheduling

Systematics Lutheran Confessions I* (Naomichi Masaki, Detlev Schulz) Lutheran Confessions II Revelation and Scripture God and Creation* Christology* Justification and Sanctification* Means of Grace (Charles Evanson) The Church and Christian Hope

Pastoral Ministry Lutheran Worship* (Tim Quill) Introduction to Missions/Confessing Christ in Today’s World Church Planting Homiletics I Homiletics II Pastoral/Theological Theology Pastoral Ethics* Pastoral Counseling* (Gary Zieroth) Pastoral Approaches to Cults, Sects, Voodoo (Larry Nichols)

2 Biblical Studies Introduction to the Bible* Greek I Greek II Biblical Hermeneutics

Old Testament

Introduction to the Old Testament* (Alan Ludwig)

Pentateuch – Genesis

Major Prophets – Isaiah?

New Testament

Introduction to the New Testament*

The Gospel of Matthew

Pastoral and Missional Theology in Luke and Acts* (Art Just)

Pauline Epistles/Galatians

Historical Theology Early Church History* Reformation History of the Church and Lutheran Church in Haiti

Practical Courses for Pastors of the ELCH English Methodology Sociology Introduction to Accounting Introduction to the Law in Haiti

Optional Electives History of Missions Post Reformation Church History Liberation Theology Gospel of John Romans Pastoral Epistles Revelation Introduction to Hebrew

Possible visiting profs: Al Collver, Peter Cage, Peter Gregory (OT), Josh Genig, Gifford Grobein (Ethics), Chris Esket, Rick Stuckwisch (Christology or Early Church), Peter Ledic. Logistics and Scheduling Classes will be held in five regional locations: Cap Haitien (Eliona Bernard), Port au Prince (Thomas Bernard), Jacmel (Marky Kessa), Les Cayes (Paul Toulette) and Gonaïves (Rev. Benoit of the Lutheran Church of Haiti; Gonaïves is located in the Central Plateau/Northern Region).

3

When teaching in Cap Haitien, professors from the US will need to overnight in Miami and take an early plane to Port au Prince in order to arrive in PAP in time to catch their flight to Cap Haitien. When teaching in Les Cayes, or Gonaïves, professors will (1) need to overnight in Miami and take an early plane to Port au Prince in order to arrive in PAP in time to catch their flight to Les Cayes/Gonaïves or make the four hour trip to Les Cayes before nightfall. (2) Fly directly from Fort Wayne to PAP on Saturday, spend the night in PAP and drive to Les Cayes on Sunday.

There are currently 45 first and second year students enrolled in the Seminary. The Seminary is certified by the Haitian Department of Education to award diplomas. Rev. Kessa offered to a copy of the documents from the DOE to Tim Quill.

Courses are 30 hours each, however, to allow for translation, the classes taught in English by visiting professors will consist of 36 hours of instruction. Ordinarily classes will be schedule as intensives—six hours a day for six days (Monday through Friday).

Textbooks (preliminary) Confessions Foi Des Églises Luthériennes Confessions et Catéchismes, Andre Birmele et Marc Lienhand; Andri Jundt et Pierre Jundt, Michel dartry et Robert Wolff. Editions du Cerf, Paris; Editions labor et Fides, Geneve, 1991

Dogmatics Courses Manuel De Doctrine Chretienne, Wilbert Kreiss (Paper back abbreviated edition of Pieper’s Dogmatics) See LHF

Lutheran Worship French translation of Lutheran Service Book
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Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President 1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. Saint Louis, MO 63021 Albert.collver@lcms.org 636-751-3970, cell phone.

7 October 2010

The Marvin M. Schwan Charitable Foundation 514 Earth City Expressway, Suite 233 Earth City, MO 63045

Dear Erik,

Greetings in the Name of Jesus!

Once again thank you for the generous gift that allowed for international church leaders from Missouri Synod’s partner churches to attend the installation of President Harrison and to offer a theological conference.

Attached to this letter is a list of the various international guests who attended the installation service and theological conference. Because of your generosity, we were able to bring over Bishop Andrew Gulle from Tanzania. Although his church body is not in fellowship with the Missouri Synod, he is a bishop of a diocese that is resisting the ordination of women and he has asked for our help to remain faithful to the Lutheran confession. While here at the installation service, he met Archbishop Obare from Kenya and Bishop Wilhelm Weber from South Africa. Dr. Weber informed me last week that Bishop Gulle has contacted him about enrolling several men in the seminary in South Africa. These are some of the positive results that occurred because we were able to bring the international church leaders to the installation service in September.

As part of the theological conference, President Harrison’s tripartite emphasis of Witness, Mercy, and Life Together was presented to the church leaders. The presentation was well received. We have also attached that presentation for you to see. Drs. Timothy Quill and Bruce Schuchard asked the church leaders how the Missouri Synod could provide assistance in the area of theological education. Dr. James Voelz presented on how Biblical hermeneutics have shifted over the past couple of centuries. Dr. Erik Hermann presented on why Martin Luther was still relevant in the 21st Century.

As you are aware, Bishop Lytkin and Rev. Streltov from the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church were able to attend. We are pleased to inform you that myself, Dr. Timothy Quill, and Dr. Joel Lehenbauer will be traveling, D.v, to Siberia at the end of October 2010 for fellowship discussions. We are optimistic regarding these discussions. As a side note, Dr. Quill and I are in frequent communication about how we can collaborate to hold theological conferences worldwide in 2011.

Once again thank you for your generosity and support of confessional Lutheranism throughout the world. We look forward to meeting with you in person soon. Please let me know if you would like any additional information regarding the use of the grant.

Blessings in Christ,

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.
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President’s Church Relations Cabinet 
30 November 2010 
 
Opening Prayer / Devotion 
 
St. Andrew, Apostle 
 
Reading: Isaiah 6:1 – 8 
 
“Reverent hearts, we hold the feast of the apostle Andrew in Christendom as the first in the Church Year 
not only because it falls near the season of Advent but also because Andrew was called first, before the 
other apostles, by the Lord Jesus. Even Durandus, the bishop of Mende, says, ‘The saints are to be honored 
by imitation, not adored, as if to honor them as gods. They are to be honored with love, not adored, with 
servitude.’ Now history tells us how St Andrew together with his fellows conducted the new office. Right 
away they left their nets and followed the Lord Jesus. And again, right away they left the ship and their 
father and followed Him. To them, Jesus is now the most precious one on earth – according to His mind 
they learn, according to His words they teach, according to His will they live, according to his decree they 
suffer and die. When St. Andrew was threatened with the cross, he said joyfully, ‘If I feared the punishment 
of the cross, I would never have preached the mystery of the cross.’ Then when he saw the cross, he spoke, 
‘Hail, precious cross, you who were dedicated by the body of Christ; may he receive me through you, who 
redeemed me through you.’ And when he was living after three days three days on the cross his hearers 
wanted to take him down by force, but he said, ‘Ah, let God take care of it! Do not make the peace of the 
Gospel suspect by your unnecessary revolt against the government.’ That was apostolic consistency and long-
suffering! This was what it means to ‘leave everything and follow Christ,’ all the way to the last catch of fish! 
– Valerius Herberger. 
 
Almighty God, by Your grace the apostle Andrew obeyed the call of Your Son to be a disciple. Grant us also 
to follow the same Lord Jesus Christ in heart and life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Agenda 
 
The Agenda is abbreviated with the goal of being able to discuss a few high profile items. 
 
1) Discussion of “Clearance of Official Partner Church Contacts and other Official Contacts.” – Exhibit A. 

AFRICA 
 
Kenya 
 
2) James May 
 
Asiago Letter 12 November – Exhibit B 
 
Obare Response 22 November – Exhibit C 
 
Request Regarding James May – Exhibit D 

3) Mark Rabe 
 
Concordia Missions in Africa – Exhibit E 
 
Collver/Rabe Letter – Exhibit F 
 
Invite Letter – Exhibit G 
 
Rodewald Response – Exhibit H 
 
4) Tanzania Update – Exhibit H1 
 
5) Sudan Update 
 
ASIA 
 
6) Papua New Guinea 
 
Collver Letter 8 November – Exhibit I 
 
Court Papers 15 November – Exhibit J 
 
Bishop Nick Letter 17 November – Exhibit K 
 
LCMS Letter 21 November – Exhibit L 
 
7) India 
 
Church Election 7 December 2010 – Exhibit M 
 
Hoefer – Exhibit N 
 
8) Taiwan – Exhibit O 
 
9) Cambodia – Exhibit P / Q 
 
EURASIA 
 
9) Silesia – Exhibit R 
 
10) Ingria Professor Request– Exhibit S / T 
 
11) Siberia Update 
 
NORTH AMERICA 
 
11) ANCA – LCMS Dialog – Exhibit U 
 
Other items? 

 

 

The following is from the Council of Presidents Policy Manual, authored by President Ralph 
Bohlmann and still in effect as policy: 
 
21.1 INTRODUCTION BY RALPH BOHLMANN 
 
OFFICIAL NOTICE 

TO: All synodical officers, districts, boards, commissions, staff, auxiliaries, colleges, 
universities, seminaries, and other entities 

SUBJECT: Clearance of official partner church contacts and other official contacts 
In keeping with the President's responsibilities for official contacts with other church bodies 
(Bylaw 3.101,g) and with all partner churches (Bylaw 3.101,f), I am herewith asking that all 
synodical officers, districts, boards, commissions, staff, auxiliaries, colleges, universities, 
seminaries, and other entities observe the following policies and procedures, effective 
immediately: 
1. All official visits, contacts, invitations, activities, or proposed projects involving other 
church bodies or their representatives, including our partner churches, are to be cleared well in 
advance by my office. 

2. All official activities or projects, including mission-related endeavors, in a country with 
an established Lutheran church are to be cleared in advance by my office. 

3. All proposed mission activities or projects in a country where there is no established 
Lutheran church, or where the Synod is already involved in mission activity or support, as well as 
in all other countries, are to be cleared in advance by the Board for Mission Services. 

4. Reports on all such approved visits, invitations, activities, contacts, and projects shall be 
provided to the appropriate office(s) in a timely fashion. 

This notice repeats and updates the policies and procedures announced when the Church 
Relations Department was established approximately three years ago. Your compliance with these 
policies and procedures is needed in order to facilitate the most effective participation of the 
Synod in the worldwide mission of the whole church. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Ralph A. Bohlmann, President June 27, 1991 
EXHIBIT A

Exhibit B

 
Friday, September 17, 2010 
RT. REV. THOMAS ASIAGO 
Dear Bishop, 
Thank you for this letter and clarification. And thank you that you mentioned we talked on the 23rd of August 23rd. 2010. You can recall that I 
was very deliberate and categorical about our discussion. May I draw your attention to what you mentioned to me: namely that Rev. May 
requested you to write a letter refuting or disagreeing with the decision of the Executive Committee! You told me that you cannot because that 
is like going against your own self. I am surprised that you gave in to the pressure and now this letter. 
What we are arguing about is not what LHF Africa is doing but the manner in which it operates, namely; divisive and selective way of working 
with the ELCK. Any body can sincerely read very clearly and loudly this scenario even in your letter. We’ve got to remember that the devil is at 
work and more so in the church. What does he do? Divide God’s people and rule them for his own selfish reasons. Why would LHF Africa 
require some sort of approval and lobby for it in a very unorthodox way if their conscience is clear that they are doing the right thing? I want to 
call your attention to how you told me about the director’s visit to your office to request you to contradict my letter, of which you are now doing. 
My lord bishop, with all due respect, we do not need this, I think we have had enough and we better focus on what unites us rather than what 
divides us. Like I said before, how can you tirelessly try to divide the constituency you wish to serve? You attack them left and right and scatter 
them and still expect that you will deliver some services. ELCK knows what it wants and therefore should not be told what it needs by LHF-
Africa. ELCK recognizes on its own volition and conviction and approaches LHF or any other society or organization and come to mutual 
agreement to work together and certainly not the other way round. 
You could recall dear bishop that I shared with you the procedural way LHF Africa could officially work. That is, if South West Diocese will want 
to partner with LHF Africa or some other church organization or mission society, it can do so having followed the right procedure (Refer to 
church constitution). It is crystal clear that the Diocese, Parish and Congregation within the ELCK can initiate a partnership talk but will have to 
inform the executive committee(which has a final say) and indeed all the relevant councils at all times. LHF Africa (Lutherans in Africa?) cannot 
just say to us out of blues, “see we are doing great things for you and please say that what we are doing is a great stuff.” It is not about stuff we 
are disputing, it’s about procedure and respect for each other. 
God’s peace be with you, 
 
Rev. John Halakhe 
General Secretary 
 
Cc Most Rev. Dr. Walter – Archbishop,Rt. Rev. Richard Amayo – Bishop of Lake Diocese, Rt. Rev. William Lopeta – Bishop of North West 
Diocese, Rev. Dr. Joseph Ochola – Principal MLTC 
All Diocesan Secretaries 
 
Exhibit C

Concordia Missions in Kenya
 6:11:05 AM]
Concordia--the confession of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. When there is a unified confession there
is...Concordia.
Concordia Missions in Kenya
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2010
 at Friday, November 26, 2010 
0 comments 
Thanksgiving Day
Well they don't have turkeys so we had to settle for kuku. Noah wanted
stuffing or as some call it dressing so we made our own from brown bread as
they call it, oil and spices. In a couple of hours we will stuff our kuku (Chicken)
and put it in our European size oven made in Italy. The appliances are small
but Stef has made out well with making banana bread muffins (cakes they call
them here). We just have to remember that everything cooks faster here since
we are about between 6,000-7000 ft above sea level. 
Earlier we we went for a walk of about 3 miles. Stef is a little warn out. I think
she want the baby to come soon! She managed well and so did the kids. We
walked around the village and around to a local congregation that is on the
other side of a few fields. Women were doing their wash in the river and one
little boy was taking his "Sunday" bath in his birthday suit. It is a warm day
here as the rains are becoming less and less. It has only rained twice in the
last week and a half. Summer is approaching and it will be quite warm and no
rain until March. Indeed not as grueling as N. California!
All is well as we give thanks for God's great gift of life and salvation through
Jesus' Christ. A free gift received by faith.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2010
 at Thursday, November 18, 2010 
0 comments 
New Photos on Picasa
I uploaded a few photos on Picasa about life here in Kenya. One is the Ringa
Girl's High School, the falls near the Atemo Bible College and Julianna's
Birthday Pinata.
 
authkey=Gv1sRgCO6H2rj_9pWWPA&feat=directlink
PICASA PHOTOSTREAM
Picasa Official Site
Organize, edit and share
photos, create CDs & more.
Download today!
picasa.google.com
Faith Christian Family
Does God Care? Find Out -
Holt High - Sun 9am
www.fcf.net
We receive no funding from the
LCMS or ELCK and are
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support God's people and our
supporting congregations.
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LCMS
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(Home Congregation)
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-
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Inglewood, California
Calvary Lutheran Church--LCMS
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MISSION SUPPORTERS.
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Concordia Missions in Kenya
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 at Thursday, November 18, 2010 
0 comments 
Chicken Tonight
A few weeks back someone gave us a chicken as thanks. Being the city boy
that I am I did not know how to prepare the chicken. So, they showed me and
helped me.
Everyone is well. Stef is counting the days until the baby comes. The children
are enjoying school and looking forward to little brother. 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2010
 at Friday, November 12, 2010 
0 comments 
A Trip to a Rural Hospital
I never cease to be amazed when I go to a rural hospital to see the conditions.
The thought kept going through my mind "don't get sick here" or "will I get sick
here?" I went with a friend who needed to take someone to the hospital for a
test and x-ray. Surprisingly it took less time than a hospital here to get the
services done but the conditions are meager. The rural hospitals make many
of our rural hospitals look like "John Hopkins." I did meet two Japanese
women who were working with the hospital. They were the equivalent to our
"peace corps." Between us three we were the only mzungus there. Thankfully
there are these hospitals and indeed it is a blessing that many of these
hospitals can operate due to support from countries such as the US and Japan
so that medical supplies are available. Only today the dispensary was out of
meds so we had to go off property to a local pharmacy.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2010
Oroville, California
Our Savior Lutheran Church--
LCMS
Cupertino, California
Our Savior Lutheran Church--
LCMS
Paradise, California
The LWML of
St. Matthew Lutheran Church--
LCMS
Sonora, California
Zion Lutheran Church--LCMS
Lewisville, MN
Hanover Lutheran Church--LCMS
Cape Girardeau, Missouri
Holy Cross Lutheran Church--
LCMS
Albany, Oregon.
Saving Grace Lutheran Church--
LCMS
Keno, Oregon
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church-
-LCMS
Milton, Washington
FOLLOWERS
Please direct Mission support
for the Rabes to: Redeemer
Lutheran Church 1355
MISSION SUPPORT
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 at Tuesday, November 09, 2010 
0 comments 
Prayer Services
Yesterday we had our last prayer services for the primary schools. We visited
two schools one only a few kilometers from Atemo and the other about 10 km
away. It is so amazing to see these students and the conditions that are so
different than the states. Classrooms usually have anywhere from 30 to 50
students in a room the size the average living room in the U.S. Usually there
are three students to a desk which is wide enough for two students and are
simple wooden benches. Yet they work hard and do their best even though the
conditions are not the best.
It was humbling to go to these public schools which are sponsored by the
ELCK and pray for these students as they take their exams. The discussions
with the Kenyans about how the U.S. public schools and these here in regard
to being able to pray for the students often makes them wonder about the
future of the U.S.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2010
 at Saturday, November 06, 2010 
1 comments 
The Day of Preparation
Saturday. We are ahead of most of you who will read this blog. It is Saturday
night and tomorrow will be the Lord's Day. It is a joy to serve here in Kenya as
a teacher and as chaplain to 350 girls at Ringa High School. The senior class
has one more week of testing to determine whether they will go onto
University or vocational training. Tomorrow is the day of Worship to receive His
gifts in the Divine Service in Word and Sacrament. Tomorrow we will
commemorate All Saints Day remembering those faithful who have gone
before us in the faith. There are many that come to my mind of those who I
had served for the last 9 1/2 years in Oroville, California and are now with the
Lord. But tomorrow we celebrate the foretaste of the feast to come. What a
joyous day to give us strength from the assaults of the the flesh, the world and
the evil one. But our Lord is greater...greater than our sin and the one who
roars like a lion. Our Lord has is the Victor and in Him we rest in true peace.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2010
Thank God for those who support us in Mission
We thank God for those who are supporting us in mission. It is humbling to
receive your continued financial support, prayers and words of
encouragement. We have only been here a month and a half and it truly has
been a blessing to serve God's people in western Kenya. I have begun to
teach at the Bible college and serve as chaplain at the Girl's high school.
Hawthorne Ave. Chico,
California 95926. Pay pal
giving available through:
 
org/
 
▼ November (8)
Thanksgiving Day
New Photos on Picasa
Chicken Tonight
A Trip to a Rural Hospital
Prayer Services
The Day of Preparation
Thank God for those who
support us in Mission
Reformation Week
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► September (7)
► August (7)
► July (10)
► June (2)
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Indeed so much has happened in the last few months and now we begin to
settle down to work and serve in this our new vocation. Truly it has been a joy
and blessing to us to serve.
We continue to keep you in our daily prayers as you serve in your vocation
where God has placed you whether it be in Washington, Minnesota or
California. Again we thank God for you and continue to thank God for your
partnership in the Gospel.
Soon to be Neema Lutheran University of Kenya
MATONGO LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
Picture Window template. 
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Greetings,
Thank you for contacting me and I appreciate your concern of which I am indeed grateful.
I will do my best to answer all your questions. First of all, last year I met with Bishop Obare in Nairobi when on
a short-term trip. I had asked him if there was a need I would be willing to teach and serve in whatever capacity
that might be helpful. I was then asked by Dr. Joseph Ocholla if I would be willing to serve at MLTC due to the
encouragement of Bishop Obare. So, the Bishop is aware that I am serving here and I have a letter from his
office asking me to serve at MLTC and Atemo Bible College. This document in a sense serves as my "Call
document." 
I did notify my DP (Robert Newton) and he advised me that it would be best that my congregation give me a
peaceful release of which I did. So if I understand correctly I am on CRM status but still rostered. 
If you also need references for me here in Kenya you may speak to Rev. David Chuchu who I have known
since 2002 and Rev. Meeker who I have known since 2007. Rev. Chuchu is actually the one who arranged our
housing at Atemo mission station and my serving at Ringa Girls School. 
Thanks for forwarding your letter to Rev. Birner and Rev. Rodewald. Any other connections that we can
maintain would be helpful. Also information on insurance would be welcomed. I understand the evacuation
situation and am fully aware of what happened in 2008 and have seen the destruction first hand. 
If there are any questions that I have missed please let me know. My DP is aware of my serving here. He told
me that I needed to get a peaceful release from my congregation--which I did--and I still remain on the roster. I
guess he has not sent any information to the IC. 
If there is anything else please feel free to contact me. Hopefully when you come to Kenya we will be able to
meet face to fact. 
In Christ,
Rev. Mark A. Rabe 
Rev. Mark A. Rabe
markarabe@yahoo.com
 
--- On Fri, 11/26/10, Collver, Albert Albert.Collver@lcms.org wrote:
From: Collver, Albert Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Subject: Fwd: Introduction
To: markarabe@yahoo.com
Date: Friday, November 26, 2010, 8:29 AM
Mark
I had your email wrong first ... Hope this reaches you.
--
abc3+
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.
Director of Church Relations -
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Assistant to the President
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
+1-636-751-3970 (mobile)
Sent from my iPad so please excuse any typos.
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Collver, Albert" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
To: "markrabe@yahoo.com" markrabe@yahoo.com 
Cc: "Mike Rodewald" mike.rodewald@gmail.com , "Dave Birner"
 david.birner@lcms.org , "Walter Obare" bishopobarewa@yahoo.com , "John Halkano
Halahke" abbalakhe@yahoo.com 
Subject: Introduction
Dear Mark,
Please let me introduce myself. I am Dr. Al Collver, Director of Church Relations and
Assistant to President Harrison, LCMS. Recently, I came upon your blog and learned of
your work. 
 
As I was unaware of this, I was initially surprised, which is why I hoped to get to know
you better through email. While I was aware LCMS congregations had sent pastors and
others out on short term trips, I had not been aware anyone was sent on the longer term,
in your case, apparently for two years.
I hope my questions and comments below do not come across untoward or too strong as
that is not my intent.
As Director of Church Relations, it is my responsibility to help promote, develop, and
protect the church relations the LCMS has with other churches. This is why I had great
interest to hear that you were working with the ELCK. For us, it would be important to
know that your work meets the full knowledge and approval of Arch Bishop Obare and
his church council. In the past (particularly in Kenya), we have had challenges with
LCMS clergy doing work not sanctioned by Bishop Obare. This has caused us some
difficulty on the church relations front. Knowing that you are working in cooperation with
Bishop Obare would give some peace of mind. I have copied him and Rev. John Halahke
so that they are aware of this communication. If Bishop Obare is not aware, then perhaps
this can be a impromptu introduction and result in coordination of efforts.
Another question involves your safety and well-being. I have copied Dr. Mike Rodewald,
Regional Director for LCMS mission in Africa, and Rev. Dave Birner, who oversees
LCMS mission personnel operating internationally. Our mission personnel have
provisions for health care and evacuation insurance. Just a couple of years ago, there
was a civil disturbance in Kenya. One of the churches supported -- Springs of Life in
Kibira was burned down. I visited there just a month or so after the uprising. In light of
such possibilities, it would be good for you to have some contact with Dr. Rodewald.
Another question that I have is in regard to your call. Did the group of congregations
issue a call for you to goto Kenya? If so, was this approved by your District President? I
ask because if this is something the District President is aware of, there is a policy in the
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Council of President's manual that specifies they notify the President of Synod's Office for
purposes of Church Relations. If the District President is unaware, it would be good for
you to notify him.
Regarding the policy in the COP manual, I have attached it for your review. This policy is
in effect and is being used to better coordinate church relations and the use of LCMS
resources internationally. 
Once a month so, I have a meeting about church relations at the International Center, it
would be helpful to me, if you wouldn't mind, to provide a report of your activities perhaps
as events of significance occur or at least quarterly. 
I wish you well and God's blessings in your work. My email to you is an attempt to
introduce myself and to hopefully prevent future problems or misunderstandings.
Blessings in Christ,
abc3+
See files attached to this message (sent from GoodReader)
--
abc3+
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.
Director of Church Relations -
Assistant to the President
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
+1-636-751-3970 (mobile)
Sent from my iPad so please excuse any typos.
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Subject: serving in Kenya 
Date: Monday, November 29, 2010 6:28 AM 
From: Mike Rodewald mike.rodewald@gmail.com 
Reply-‐To: mike.rodewald@lcms.org 
To: markarabe@yahoo.com 
Cc: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org , Dave Birner david.birner@lcms.org 
Hi Mark, 
 
Dr. Albert Collver, our Director of Church RelaLons, has been in contact with you over your 
service in Kenya at the request of the ELCK. I am serving as the Regional Director for our church 
body in Africa. Even though you are not serving within our structure, I do have some 
suggesLons which may help you as you serve longer term in Kenya. The Kenyans are 
wonderfully gracious and hospitable people and I am sure that you are enjoying building 
relaLonships. 
 
We are exploring what might be possible to offer and include in the way of evacuaLon 
insurance or other helps that we offer LCMS members serving on short-‐term trips. Your 
situaLon is longer term but should be possible. Please contact Travis Torblaa at our offices in 
STL. His email is Travis.Torblaa@lcms.org. I have informed him that you may be contacLng him. 
Most places in Africa remain volaLle and while peaceful for the moment, the violence in Kenya 
two years ago surprised us. It is good to be prepared. If you have not registered with the 
embassy, I would do so. Also, our offices are in Karen on Langata Rd near Karen hospital in 
front of Scripture Mission. It would be good if we share contacts in case you need support you 
cannot get elsewhere. Our missionaries there are Rev. Claude and Rhoda Houge and Rev. 
Shauen and Krista Trump. Also we have a short-‐term church worker serving there, Vicar Jeff 
Ross. 
 
As you are staying longer than a short-‐term, I would suggest you begin some iniLal Swahili 
language and culture learning lessons. You may be doing this already. We ask all who come 
under the LCMS structure for more than a short while to a`end language and culture school in 
Tanzania. Such foundaLon is invaluable for helping to minimize the inevitable culture shock 
which occurs from six to nine months. 
 
I am suggesLng some reading which may be helpful to understand serving in Kenya. 
1. African Friends and Money Ma`ers – David Maranz. This book is helpful to understand 
how Africans approach the use of resources and reading it can reduce much frustraLon. I am 
a`aching the e-‐condensed version which was available pre-‐publicaLon, however it is a poor 
subsLtute for the real thing which can be found at Amazon.com. 
2. Serving with Eyes Wide Open – David Livermore. This book is meant for short-‐term team 
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members. Because it is an easy read and relevant to longer term missionaries, it is invaluable 
as it provides contrast between what western visitors and third world hosts perceive in mission 
efforts. It also talks about the importance of developing cross-‐cultural acumen to be`er 
understand communicaLon in gospel witness. Available on Amazon.com. 
3. How to Write about Africa – Binyavanga Wainaina. This small book was wri`en by a 
Kenyan tongue in cheek about Kenyans percepLons of those who come to ‘help’. It is available 
locally in Kenya. Again invaluable in understanding the barriers one faces as one serves in 
Kenya. 
4. I am a`aching an arLcle that was sent to me and reportedly appeared in ChrisLanity 
Today. It is an interview of a Kenyan pastor (not Lutheran). As such, not all of it is perLnent but 
the parts on how Kenyans and Americans relate together in mission is worth thought anyway 
since it highlights many of the cultural barriers we face when we serve together. The pastor’s 
observaLons are insighjul. I have highlighted the parts of interest which occur mostly in the 
second half of the arLcle. 
 
If there are any quesLons or way that we can help, don’t hesitate to let us know. I will inform 
our missionaries in Nairobi that you are in Kenya at the request of Bishop Obare and thus they 
will be expecLng your contact. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Dr. Mike Rodewald 
PhD Missiology 
Regional Director -‐ Africa 
LCMS World Mission 
 
Pretoria 
Republic of South Africa 
 
Int'l Tel: (+27) 12 348 1379 
Cell: (+27) 722 501 795 
Email. mike.rodewald@lcms.org 
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Subject: PCRC 
Date: Saturday, November 20, 2010 6:32 AM 
From: Mike Rodewald mike.rodewald@gmail.com 
Reply-‐To: mike.rodewald@lcms.org 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Cc: Dave Birner david.birner@lcms.org 
Hi Al, 
 
On the last trip to Tanzania and Ethiopia, two conversaPons were held which are possibly 
germane to the PCRC. One was with Bishop Gulle on the current structure of the ELCT and the 
ELVD’s relaPonship within the ELCT. The other was with the EECMY and a leXer sent asking the 
ELCA and the Church of Sweden to recant their posiPon on same-‐sex issues. That was a verbal 
exchange but considering who told us, I have no reason to doubt. Below... 
 
ELCT and ELVD structure -‐ Tanzania. 
Notes on ELCT structure from conversaPon with Bishop Andrew Gulle of the East of Lake 
Victoria Diocese: Each diocese (of the 20) of the ELCT has its own consPtuPon and is governed 
by its own general convenPon. Some dioceses pracPce apostolic succession (bishop is elected 
unPl he rePres). Others for a term. Bishop Gulle is elected for six years. Each diocese decides 
its own policies and pracPce but there are common elements such as in a common liturgy. The 
bishops gather to discuss problems. They are led by a Presiding Bishop (Rev. Malasusa) but he 
has no power to tell a diocese on what they must or must not do. Each diocese looks for their 
own partners and can make agreements with those partners. 
 
EECMY -‐ Ethiopia 
On Oct 31 in a meePng with Dr. Ofgaa, the General Sec’y informed us that the EECMY had sent 
a leXer (last week) to both the ELCA and the Church of Sweden asking them to recant (over the 
homosexual issue) or they would choose to no longer partner with them even as they are 
historical partners. Dr. Ofgaa said that they would not accept anyone from their former 
partner’s structure but would choose who they would let serve with them. (For example, there 
is a professor at the seminary from the Church of Sweden, however they said they know him 
well and that he does not agree, so they will allow him to conPnue). On 1 November, we 
(Claude Houge, Dave Birner, Mike Rodewald) had another meePng which included Rev. Yonas 
Yigezu, Director of Mission and Theology, and again Dr. Ofgaa, the General Sec’y. Rev. Yonas 
again noted that they had sent leXers to the ELCA and the Church of Sweden asking them to 
recant. They knew there were consequences but were prepared to stand on God’s Word. As 
Rev. Yonas said, “It means no more [foreign] money.” The EECMY is looking for more ways to be 
self-‐supporPng. 

Exhibit H1

Page 2 of 2
Dr. Mike Rodewald 
PhD Missiology 
Regional Director -‐ Africa 
LCMS World Mission 
 
Pretoria 
Republic of South Africa 
 
Int'l Tel: (+27) 12 348 1379 
Cell: (+27) 722 501 795 
Email. mike.rodewald@lcms.org 

 
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations – 
Assistant to the President 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63021 
Albert.collver@lcms.org 
636-751-3970, cell phone. 
 
8 November 2010 
 
Dear Bishop Nicodemus: 
 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus! 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your church, the GLC well. As indicated in Dr. Samuel Nafzger’s 
letter dated 30 August 2010, Rev. Matthew Harrison became President of the LCMS on 1 
September 2010 and I became the Director of Church Relations. Other responsibilities have 
prevented me from writing to you before now, for this, please accept my humble apology. While 
this letter is delayed in coming to you, please be assured that you, your church, and the challenging 
situation you are facing has been upon our hearts and minds and in our prayers. President 
Harrison sends you his greetings and expresses his heartfelt prayer for your church. 
 
As Saint Paul wrote to the Corinthian congregation, “for there must be factions among you in 
order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” (1 Corinthians 11:19) While it is 
truly grievous that divisions arise in the church, the Lord Jesus promises to work good for His 
church from these hardships. So while you have been grieved for a little while, the Lord is “testing 
the genuineness of your faith.” (1 Peter 1:7) Take comfort in the Word of your Savior who 
promises that the gates of hell will not prevail against His church. 
 
We understand that you desire a delegation from the LCMS to come and visit Papua New Guinea. 
We would be happy to send a team to meet with you and whomever else you believe would be 
helpful for us to see. Please indicate a date that would be good for such a visit. I believe it would be 
possible for us to send a team as early as the beginning of February 2011. We wait to hear from 
you. 
 
Until we can meet face to face, may the Lord continue to bless you and your church. Know that we 
remember you and your church in our prayers and are eager to assist in any way that we can. Please 
respond when you have the opportunity. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations / 
Assistant to the President 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations – 
Assistant to the President 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63021 
Albert.collver@lcms.org 
636-751-3970, cell phone. 
 
21 November 2010 
 
Dear Honorable Judge: 
 
Greetings to you in the Name of Jesus! 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) regarding the 
legal proceedings between David Piso and Manios Yakasa, Ezekiel David Peter, John Nathan, 
Peseto Epe. It is with great sadness that matters between the various parties have come to legal 
proceedings and it is our desire that peace and unity may be restored in the Gutnius Lutheran 
Church (GLC). Unfortunately, my previous letter dated 8 November 2010 did not reach the court. 
I have attached that letter to the supporting documentation. In that letter addressed to Bishop Nick 
Aiyene and sent through Ezekiel David Peter, the LCMS stated that a delegation from the LCMS 
would like to be invited to meet with Bishop Nick as the leader of the Gutnius Lutheran Church 
(GLC). No letter was sent to David Piso, nor in the letter dated 8 November 2010 was Piso called 
the leader of the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC). 
 
Since that time, we have received a copy of legal proceedings that occurred on 15 November 2010. 
For the record, the LCMS would like to clarify what appears to be a misunderstanding about the 
relationship between the LCMS and the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC). We have attached the 
protocol agreement between the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC) and the Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) as supporting documentation. 
 
As a matter of principle, the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod tries to avoid becoming involved 
in the internal affairs of a partner church, except when our own interests are at stake. The protocol 
agreement between the GLC and the LCMS states that the two church bodies, “mutually declare 
terms of their partnership as two separate yet interdependent church bodies.” This means that the 
LCMS has an interest and stake in what happens in the GLC, yet at the same time the GLC is free 
to govern itself. 
 
As such, the GLC has the right to hold a convention or assembly to elect a leader of the GLC, in 
accordance with the constitution and bylaws of the GLC and in accord with the laws of Papua New 
Guinea (PNG). The GLC also has the right to depose, excommunicate, and/or remove a pastor, 
bishop, or church worker in accord with their internal procedure and the teachings of Holy 
Scripture. In accord with this, it is the understanding of the LCMS that a Synod Convention, 
recognized by the vast majority of GLC pastors and workers, was held and that Nick Aiyene was 
elected as bishop to replace David Piso. The LCMS as such has no interest in which individual was 
elected or in one over the other, but simply recognizes that a majority vote, recognized by the vast 
majority of GLC pastors and workers, went to Nick Aiyene, and as such he is the recognized leader 
of the GLC. 
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In the legal proceedings, letters from the “International President of the Lutheran Church” are 
cited, dated 14 June 2010 and 13 August 2010. It should be noted that on 1 September 2010, Rev. 
Matthew C. Harrison replaced Rev. Gerald Kieschnick as the “International President of the 
Lutheran Church.” As such, the position of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod has altered to 
reflect the view that mediation and discussion with David Piso would not be fruitful. It had been 
hoped that David Piso would have accepted the outcome of the election held by the Gutnis 
Lutheran Church (GLC). The original intention of the delegation was to help David Piso see this 
conclusion and to bring peace to the GLC. These legal proceedings demonstrate to us that such a 
hope is fruitless. 
 
Due to the short notification and limited time, please accept this letter as an indication of the 
understanding of the LCMS. We hope and pray that the regular procedures, constitution and 
bylaws of the Gutnis Lutheran Church (GLC) be followed. We hope that this letter in addition to 
the supporting documentation provides clarification regarding the relationship of the Gutnis 
Lutheran Church (GLC) and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). 
 
May the Lord grant you wisdom in your decision. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations / 
Assistant to the President 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 6:58 AM
Page 1 of 1
Subject: no subject 
Date: Tuesday, November 23, 2010 3:29 AM 
From: J Samuel revjsamuel_oslc@yahoo.com 
To: Darin Storkson Darin.Storkson@world-‐relief.org , Darin.Strokson@lcms.org 
Cc: Ravi Jesupatham ravicnath@rediffmail.com , MaOhew Harrison maOhew.harrison@lcms.org , "Rev. Albert B. 
Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Dear Mr. Darien 
 
GreeUngs to you in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Thank you very much for all your cooperaUon in His mission. I am happy to inform 
you that the IELC elecUon schedule to be held on December 7th ‘2010 at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Ayanavaram, Chennai. Right a]er the elecUon there 
will be installaUon service in the same church. I highly appreciate if you could 
kindly parUcipate in the installaUon service as a representaUve from LCMS. I do not 
know the Lord’s plan, but I am sincerely praying the Lord if he could give one more 
chance to serve the church to me a poor miserable sinner. I can develop the church 
with the strength of Lord and stream line some of the issues like seminary, CMCI, 
Nursing college and etc.., however I humbly submit everything in the Lord’s hand. 
Let thy will be done. 
 
With kind regards, 
 
Dr. Rev. J. Samuel 
 
Copy to: 
Rev. Mathew C. Harrison 
Mr. Ravi Jesupatham 
Dr. Albert Collver 
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Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations – 
Assistant to the President 
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63021 
Albert.collver@lcms.org 
636-751-3970, cell phone. 
 
22 November 2010 
 
Dear President Samuel: 
 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus! 
 
I am writing in response to the request of the IELC’s Church Council that arrived to us on 4 
October 2010. In that request, you wrote: 
 
“The Church Council meeting of IELC held during May 2009, resolved to request LCMS to recall 
Rev. Dr. Hofer as Area Director of World Missions as he served more than 15 years. He was 
encouraging the Seminary Professors who were removed and referred back to their respective 
Synods. Hence it is the right time to send a suitable ‘Confessional Lutheran’ in his place.” 
 
This past week after a decision by President Harrison and in a meeting with the regional directors 
in Nashville, action was taken on this request. Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer was informed that he would 
not be returning to India in January 2011 as an employee of the mission arm of the Lutheran 
Church – Missouri Synod. We believe his intention is to retire in June 2011. We are sorry that Dr. 
Hoefer’s actions and teaching caused difficulties for you. We trust this action will resolve those 
challenges. 
 
We also have heard of the challenges in your church regarding the upcoming officer elections. 
Know that we are praying to our heavenly Father the prayer of Jesus, “that they all may be one” so 
that peace and harmony can be restored in your church. May you be given strength and wisdom in 
the coming days. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations / 
Assistant to the President 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
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Subject: New CELC Execu0ve Commi5e Members 
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2010 5:56 AM 
From: John L. Mehl john.mehl@aB.net 
To: Dave Birner david.birner@lcms.org , "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
Dear Al and Dave, 
 
From Steve Oliver we received the following list of the China Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(CELC) ExecuVve CommiBee newly elected on Nov 29, 2010: 
 
苗其 A Rev. Andrew Miao President 
何人人助 Rev. Jen-‐Jhu Ho 
朱伯江 Rev. Bo-‐jiang Zhu 
吳山山! Rev. Alexander Wu 
f德! Rev. John Wan 
璩雅倫 Rev. Aaron Chu 
任樂! Rev. Luther Jen 
王 倽 Rev. Zhen-‐tao Wang 
董基良 Mr. Ji-‐liang Dong 
 
This represents almost a clean sweep and we find it very posiVve. It is likely the result of the 
very open report sent by the CELC Legal Corp to all the congregaVons last week, and from a 
change of heart by some of the veteran pastors. This new leadership will simplify the process 
of geang the CELC Legal Corp back on a solid foundaVon. 
 
Addresses will be forthcoming for any leBers of congratulaVons that you may want to send. 
 
John 
 
John L. Mehl 
Regional Director -‐ Asia 
LCMS World Mission 
Asia Cell: +852-‐6390-‐9975 
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U.S. Cell: +1-‐314-‐799-‐9176 

Cambodia Report 
November 19, 2010 
Rev. John Mehl, Regional Director of Asia, LCMS 
 
BRIEF HISTORY 
 
1986 – The LCMS began work in Thailand, first in the south and then moving to Bangkok. 
1990 – Ted Na Thalang graduated from Concordia Seminary, STL. Accepts a call to Bangkok. 
1996 – Ted Na Thalang received a peaceful from the BFMS. 
1999 – The LCMS began outreach to Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia. 
2002 – Ted Na Thalang began serving as Lutheran Heritage Foundation Southeast Asia Coordinator. 
2004 – Concordia Lutheran Church Association (CLCA) was registered. Ted Na Thalang is chairman. 
2005 – Chuck Groth is called as an LCMS theological educator to Cambodia. 
2006 – Len Harms (LCC) was installed as the director of Luther Institute of Southeast Asia (LISA) 
2009 – CLCA changes its name to Thailand Concordia Lutheran Church (TCLC) 
2009 – Len Harms announced the registration of the Cambodian Lutheran Church/Association 
2009 – Fungchatou Lo replaces Chuck Groth as LCMS missionary in Cambodia. 
2010 – LISA announces graduating classes from Thai and Cambodian programs. 
 
The situation in Cambodia is complex because of the various entities working which do not provide for a 
unified mission effort. The history is complex. The Lutheran Church Canada appears to have begun their 
work in Southeast Asia after Ted Na Thalang’s stepfather was disappointed with the work LCMS 
missionaries, Mark Bowditch & Tim Miller, were doing in south Thailand, and contacted the LCC to take 
over the work. (More detailed information can come from Mark and Tim.) LCC claims responsibility for 
several of the Thai congregations in south Thailand that are part of the Thailand Concordia Lutheran 
Church (TCLC). WELS has one member of the TCLC, and the Hmong Mission Society has two 
congregations. 
 
The Luther Institute of Southeast Asia (LISA), installed Len Harms (from LCC mission exec) as its director 
in 2006. LISA is said to operate under the auspices of the TCLC. The LISA board, however, consists of Ted 
Na Thalang, Len Harms, and Jeff Ehlers. Ehlers is a former LCMS missionary who has founded a non-‐
profit organization called Garuna, that raises funding for work in Thailand. The last reports from the LISA 
board indicate that JAO Preus III has joined the LISA board. 
 
In 2006-‐7, LISA developed a cohort of students in Cambodia which is made up of pastors of existing 
congregations. While we have not been privy to the cost of the program, the Schwan Foundation did not 
fund LCMS theological education in Cambodia because they were funding it on the Canadian side. 
 
It came as a surprise to mission personnel in Cambodia when it was announced by Len Harms in 2009 
that a new Lutheran Church was established in Cambodia. There were some disagreements between the 
LISA directors and LCMS missionary Chuck Groth about programs. The Cambodian pastors were in many 
instances caught in the middle. 
 
In the summer of 2010, LCC president Bugbee gave Len Harms permission to ordain Vanarith Chhim as 
president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia (ELCC). It is unclear how the church is 
organized. Vanarith is also receiving a salary from Lutheran Heritage Foundation. 
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Gunya Na Thalang, Ted Na Thalang’s wife, is the Asia director for Lutheran Hour Ministries, and has 
recently hired Rev. Naro to be the Cambodia director. 
Apart from the ELCC, Trinity Lutheran Church in Battambang has been operating for a number of years 
under the leadership of Pastor Kosal. This is the outgrowth of mission from a Cambodian member of the 
LCMS from Stockton, CA. 
 
RECENT VISIT 
 
I was able to visit Cambodia from October 16th to the 20th. This included visits to four congregations. I 
also visited the offices of LISA/Lutheran Heritage Foundation and the LCMS World Mission 
offices/training center. While there is much good work going on in Cambodia, it is clear from my 
interaction with local pastors and with LCMS missionary, Fungchatou Lo, that the Lutheran 
congregations in Cambodia are not yet Lutheran in practice. 
 
Rev. Lo described for me the hesitancy of pastors to baptize children, to celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
regularly, and to use any form of liturgy. When he visited one congregation and asked the pastor about 
his communion practice, he pastor replied that he knew he had a chalice and paten around somewhere. 
Another pastor only decided to baptize his own children after Rev. Lo baptized his adopted son in church. 
 
When I commented on this to one of the directors of the LISA program, the reaction was that Rev. Lo 
might be pushing too hard and could alienate some of the pastors and congregations. 
 
My disappointment is that both the LISA program and the former LCMS missionary seem only to be 
doing classroom work. I am thankful for Rev. Lo, who is with the congregations in worship, and helping 
them to develop Lutheran practices. 
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Office of the President 
THE REV. ROBERT BUGBEE 
November 26, 2010 
 
Dr. Albert Collver 
Office of the President 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 
Re: John Mehl Cambodia Report 
 
Dear Dr. Collver: 
 
I have read John Mehl’s report, dated November 19, 2010, on developments in Cambodia. Recently you 
asked whether I had any questions about the hopes of LCMS World Mission to expand its presence in 
Cambodia. My single question at the time was, “Has LCMS World Mission consulted with the 
indigenous Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia (ELCC)?” To this question, you transmitted the 
view of John Mehl that the ELCC is not fully Lutheran. This was not a direct answer to my question, but 
I interpreted it to mean that LCMS World Mission has not been consulting with the ELCC on such 
matters, and that LCMS World Mission furthermore may feel there is little warrant to do such consulting 
because of the alleged defective (non-Lutheran) character of the Cambodian church. 
 
Because John Mehl and LCMS World Mission are treasured partners of Lutheran Church-Canada, I 
consider it our responsibility to take these statements seriously and to investigate them. I intend to do that 
in a fuller way during my upcoming visit to Thailand and Cambodia, January 15-24, 2011. However, I 
have already taken up contact with Dr. Leonard Harms and Dr. Jeff Ehlers, both of whom have been 
involved with pastoral training through LISA (Luther Institute of Southeast Asia), and both of whom 
register their concern with John’s assessment. 
 
A number of points probably ought to be raised in response to John’s report: 
 
1) No one disputes that pastors of the ELCC will benefit from ongoing theological training and shaping, 
and that some matters of church practice need to be addressed. At the same time, the same observation 
might fairly be made of established church bodies—including the Missouri Synod itself—where some 
practices reported in certain localities do not always seem fully consistent with the Synod’s public 
doctrinal stance. 
 
2) At the time of the ELCC’s formation, pastors were asked in a decisive way whether the confessional 
commitments articulated in the new synod’s proposed constitution were an expression of their own 
personal confession. As a matter of integrity, some pastors present felt unable at the time to make this 
commitment, and thus neither signed the constitution nor became members of the synod. Others, as a 
decisive commitment, were eager to do so and formed the initial ministerium of this new church body. 
 
3) Since Dr. Gerhard Michael, a former member of the Missouri Synod’s CTCR and retired district 
president, will now become the Executive Director of LISA (succeeding Dr. Leonard Harms of LCC), and 
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since the LISA governing board includes Missouri Synod clergy like Dr. Jacob Preus, and will now add 
Rev. Carl Hanson (who, as I understand, has supervised theological training on behalf of LCMS World 
Mission in Asia), what is the position of LCMS World Mission on the character of pastoral training being 
offered by LISA? Is it regarded as reliably Lutheran, or is it now judged to be un-Lutheran and defective? 
 
4) I understand that LCMS missionary in Cambodia, The Rev. Fungchatou Lo, has been conducting 
theological training himself separate from the courses offered by LISA. I am further informed that he 
recently approached the President of the ELCC, The Rev. Vanarith Chhim, with the request that the 
President ordain some of those who completed Fungchatou’s courses. If this report is accurate, it raises a 
host of questions in my mind: Since Fungchatou has only been in Cambodia somewhat over a year, and 
since it took some months for him to organize and initiate his theological courses, is LCMS World 
Mission now claiming that the training received under him in this very brief period is more 
comprehensive (and perhaps more Lutheran) than that offered by LISA, which instructed ELCC pastors 
over a period of three years? Furthermore, if it is the view of Fungchatou and LCMS World Mission that 
the ELCC is not reliably Lutheran, why is Fungchatou seeking ELCC ordination and accreditation by the 
ELCC for his graduates? 
 
5) I’m given to understand that Fungchatou is a gifted and doctrinally committed Lutheran pastor. But, 
since he is of a different people group than the Cambodians (he’s a Hmong, I’m told), and since he does 
not even speak the Cambodian Khmer language, why would LCMS World Mission now propose 
expanding its work apart from the ELCC which is comprised of Cambodian pastors, which is legally 
registered with the Cambodian government, and which has established theological training being 
governed and directed, among others, by people with deep roots in the Missouri Synod and its foreign 
mission efforts? 
 
As an outsider, I do not claim to have a full grasp of the issues. Nor do I expect that you, Brother Collver, 
are under obligation to accept uncritically the version of events suggested by the questions I am asking 
here. I do, however, believe that these questions should give the Missouri Synod enough pause to 
postpone any expansion of its Cambodian program until such issues can be adequately clarified. I will 
attempt to submit a subsequent report after my January visit. 
 
Please understand that my frank questions in no way indicate a lack of respect for LCMS World Mission 
and its consecrated personnel. But just as they have aired critical questions about the Lutheran character 
of the ELCC (and, by extension, of LISA), I think it can be a brotherly act for us, in turn, to respond with 
honest questions of our own. As I send off these lines, I commend all these matters – and all of us 
involved with them – to the guidance and mercy of God. 
 
In Christ our dear Lord, 
 
Robert Bugbee, President 
Lutheran Church-Canada 
 
copies: 
Dr. Leonardo Neitzel, LCC Mission Director 

Dr. Leonard V. Harms 

Dr. Jeff Ehlers, Garuna Foundation 

Dr. Gerhard Michael, Executive Director, LISA 

Rev. John Mehl, LCMS World Mission 

A Working Agreement Between 
The Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 
& 
LCMS World Mission 
As the mission representative of 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
1. Preamble 
lCMS and SECAC are evangelical lutheran churches existing in the one, holy, 
Christian and apostolic church. Their respective constitutions mark the commitment 
of both churches to Holy Scripture and the confession of the lutheran Church in the 
form of the Book of Concord from 1580. 
2. Goal of Our Work Together 
The goal of this cooperation is to work together to make Christ known among non
Christians primarily in the Czech Republic and to strengthen the lutheran witness by 
word and deed in the church and community. 
3. Historical Background and Limits of the Agreement 
lCMS and SECAC have developed in their ecclesiastical character under very different 
historical, political and ecclesiastical frames of reference. On the basis of this working 
agreement we seek a deeper understanding of each others theology and practice as 
well as an understanding of the challenges and problems that confront each church. 
We will give priority to spending time together, learning from each other. It is our 
mutual hope that our work together will give us the opportunity to more fully realize 
our unity as lutheran Christians so that on the basis of agreement in doctrine and 
practice the two churches may share full altar and pulpit fellowship. 
4. Practical Cooperation 
In our work together, we respect each others constituting documents. 
We 
intentionally seek waYs to share the lutheran faith by word and deed, and we strive 
to be fundamentally constructive in all our work together. We respect existing 
relationships. 
Both churches will cooperate in the following practical areas: 
• Regular contact between the church leadership 
• Collective theological work to strengthen the work of pastoral ministry-for 
example, in the form of pastoral lectures and pastoral conventions 
• 
Reciprocal invitations to theological presentations 
Both churches want to strengthen their relationships through such activities as; 
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• Cooperation in mission outreach initiatives 
• Cooperation in child and youth work 
• Cooperation and reciprocal aid in the area of diaconal work 
• Cooperation in the sphere of church music 
5. Ratification/Amendment/Revision 
• This working agreement will take effect when it is signed by the respective 
partners 
• This agreement may be amended or revised by mutual agreement of both 
partners 
• Termination of this agreement may be called for in writing by either partner 
on prior notice of three months. 
Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations 
Rev. Brent Smith, Regional 
Director Euroasia of LCMS 
........~..~~ 
Rev. Dr. Robert Rosin, Eurasia Theological 
Education Coordinator of LCMS 
Mgr. Stanislav Pi~tak, Ph.D. , Bishop of SECAC 
~i~~~-BiShOP of SECAC 
"·'-""""" ",-'", 
J 
".,~...~ .W 
Ing. Adam Cieslar, President of SECAC 

DOHODA 0 SPOLUPRAcl 
Slezska cirkev evangelicka a.v. 
i!. 
LCMS World Mission 
Luterska cirkev - Missourska Synoda 
1. Preambule 
LCMS a SCEAV jsou evangelicke luterske drkve, ktere jsou soucasti jedne, svate, 
krest'anske a apostolske drkve. Jejich zrizeni a ustavy jsou zakotveny v zavazku vuri 
Pismu Svatemu a vuci vyznani luterske drkve v podobe Knihy svornosti z roku 1580. 
2. Cil nasi spoluprace 
Cllem nasI spoluprace je hlasat Krista mezi nekrest'any, a to v prve rade v Ceske 
Republice, a posilovat luterske svedectvi slovem i skutkem jak v drkvi, tak ve spolecnosti. 
3. Historicke pozadi a vymezeni dohody 
abe drkve, LCMS i SCEAV, se z hlediska drkevniho charakteru vyvljely za rozdilnych 
historickych, politickych a drkevne-politickych okolnost/. Na zaklade teto dohody 
o spolupraci usilujeme 0 vzajemne hlubsi pochopenf teologle a praxe nasich drkvi 
a zaroven 0 hlubsi pochopeni vyzev a problemu, kterym celf nase drkve. Nasi prioritou 
bude spolecne sdileni za ucelem uceni se od sebe navzajem. Je nasi spolecnou nadeji, ie 
vzajemna spoluprace nam da prileiitost plneji uskutecnovat nasi jednotu jakoito 
krest'anu luterskeho vyznani, aby pak na zaklade dohody ve veci uceni a praxe mohly tyto 
dve drkve pine sdflet spolecenstvi oltare a kazatelny. 
4. Prakticka spoluprace 
V nasI spolecne praci respektujeme zakladajfci dokumenty zavazne v nasich drkvich. 
Cllevedome hledame cesty, jak sdflet luterske pojeti vfry slovem i skutkem, a ve vsi 
spolecne praci usilujeme 0 principialne konstruktivni pristup. Respektujeme jii existujid 
vztahy. 
abe drkve budou spolupracovat v nasledujidch oblastech: 
• Pravidelny kontakt mezi vedenlm obou drkvi 
• 
Kolektivni 
teologicka 
pnke 
za 
ucelem 
posileni 
fararske 
sluiby 
napr. ve forme prednasek pro fa rare a setkavani fararu 
• Vzajemne pozvani na teologicke prednasky a konference 
abe drkve chtejf posilovat vzajemne vztahy prosti'ednictvim aktivit jako: 

• Spolupnke na misijnich aktivitach 
• Spoluprace v praci s detmi a mladezf 
• Spoluprace a vzajemna pomoc v oblasti diakonicke sluzby 
• Spolupnke v oblasti cirkevnf hudby 
5. Ratifikace Idodatekl revize 
• Tato dohoda nabude platnosti podpisem 
dotycnych 
partneru obou 
zucastnenych strano 
• Tatc dohoda muze byt doplnena nebo revidovana, a to na zaklade 
vzajemneho porozumeni obou zucastnenych strano 
• K ukonceni teto dohody je mozno vyzvat pisemne kteroukoliv ze zucastnenych 
stran, a to s Himesicni vypovednilhutou. 
Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations 
Rev. Brent Smith, Regional 
Director Euroasia of LCMS 
Rev. Dr. Robert Rosin, Eurasia Theological 
Education Coordinator of LCMS 
. -~ 
.............. .. ... .. ..................... ...... .. 
~ 
~ 
Mgr. Stanislav Pi~tak, Ph.D. , biskup SCEAV 
Mgr. J \", Wadawek, namestek biskupa 
..~............ 
Ing. Adam Cieslar, kurator cirvke 

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 7:09 AM
Page 1 of 2
Subject: FW: professors 
Date: Wednesday, November 17, 2010 8:10 AM 
From: Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Albert.Collver@lcms.org 
To: Andrew Bartelt bartelta@csl.edu , Timothy Quill QUILLTIM@aol.com 
Dear Andy and Tim,!
Greetings in the Name of Jesus!!
In my position as Director of Church Relations, partner churches have 
begun to send requests to me for seminary professors to come and teach 
short term classes. While we do not yet have a protocol or procedure for 
how to handle these requests, my thought is that as I receive the request, 
I will pass them on to you as designated contact people by your respective 
President's and then connect you to the person responsible in the partner 
church. After that initial connection has been established between you and 
the partner church, it would be best for you to make the logistical 
arrangements on your own without my involvement. I would simply appreciate 
being copied to know how you handled the request, etc. and if it was 
fulfilled. As I am developing this as I go, I hope this is agreeable and 
if not please kindly offer a suggested better course of action.!
As such, the Ingrian Lutheran Church has requested the services of two 
professors (see the message below). I would hope that one professor from 
each of our seminaries could be found to fulfill their request. Please 
respond to this email copying all as you are able.!
Blessings in Christ,!
abc3+!
-- !
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.!
Director of Church Relations - Assistant to the President!
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod!
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd!
St Louis, MO 63122!
cell: 636-751-3970!
 
------ Forwarded Message!
From: Алекс Прилуцкий alpril@mail.ru !
Reply-To: Алекс Прилуцкий alpril@mail.ru !
Date: Mon, 15 Nov 2010 18:40:27 +0300!
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" Albert.Collver@lcms.org !
Subject: professors !
 !
Dear Rvd. Dr. Albert Collver,!
Greetings from Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Ingria.!
Now, after the meeting of Academic Board , I have the final version of 
the M.Div. program.!
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We are ready to invite professors from the LCMC to teach two classes next 
year:!
1. History of the Biblical canon,!
2. Lutheran orthodoxy.!
Both of these include 36 academic hours.!
What do you think about the possibility of this? !
in pax,!
Alex. Prilutskii.!
------ End of Forwarded Message!

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 7:09 AM
Page 1 of 1
Subject: Visi-ng Professor 
Date: Thursday, November 18, 2010 11:02 PM 
From: Timothy Quill QUILLTIM@aol.com 
To: Алекс Прилуцкий alpril@mail.ru 
Cc: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" collverab3@gmail.com 
Dear Alexei, 
It was great being with you in St. Petersburg last month. Al Collver forwarded me your request 
for a visiting professor. We would be delighted to send Dr. Masaki to teach the course on 
Lutheran Orthodoxy. It would be best for him to come for two weeks. Is this possible? If so, 
He is free to teach: February 28 - March 11. Another option is from June 13-14, but I suspect 
you seminary will be on vacation. If necessary, we can work on other dates for his trip. 
 
Question: When does your Seminary break for summer vacation? 
 
Also, you please send a copy of the syllabus for the Lutheran Orthodoxy course ASAP. Is it 
available in English? 
 
If you have any other questions, please don't hesitate to email. 
In Christ, 
Tim 
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Report on First Session of the ACNA-LCMS Dialogue 
 
The first session of a four-part dialogue between representatives of the Anglican Church in North 
America (ACNA) and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) occurred on November 
10-11, 2010 on the campus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri. The heads of both 
church bodies, Archbishop Robert Duncan, Primate of the ACNA, and Rev. Matthew Harrison, 
President of the LCMS, were on hand for the opening of the dialogue. Each expressed his 
pleasure at this opportunity for our churches to learn to know one another better and to develop a 
closer relationship. 
 
Official representatives of the ACNA were Bishop Wes Nolden of the Missionary Diocese of the 
Central States, Dr. Jonathan Riches, a professor at Reformed Episcopal Seminary, and Bishop 
Ray Sutton of the Diocese of Mid-America. The LCMS was officially represented by Dr. Albert 
Collver, III, Assistant to the President for Church Relations, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive 
Director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR), Dr. Larry Rast, 
Chairman of the CTCR and a professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, and 
Rev. Larry Vogel, CTCR staff member. Dr. Fred Baue, pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Fairview Heights, IL served as Dr. Collver’s proxy for most of the meeting because of a conflict 
in scheduling. 
 
The theme of the session was “The Background and Identity of Our Churches.” As the host 
institution, Concordia Seminary provided speakers from the LCMS perspective with 
presentations by Dr. Dale Meyer, Seminary President; Dr. Gerhard Bode, and Dr. Paul Robinson. 
Both Dr. Bode and Dr. Robinson offered historical perspectives. Dr. Meyer spoke on LCMS 
identity in the 21st Century. Perspectives on Anglican background and history were offered in 
presentations by Bishop Sutton and Dr. Riches. Bishop Nolden addressed the topic of ACNA 
identity in the 21st Century. 
 
The dialogue is not intended to result in full communion (altar and pulpit fellowship). Rather, it 
is hoped that our churches will be able to affirm one another in significant ways as fellow 
Christians, stand together against certain societal and ecclesial trends, and cooperate together in 
works of mercy. The next session of the dialogue will address the theme of “Authority in the 
Church.” It is tentatively planned for the week of April 4-8, 2011 on the campus of the Reformed 
Episcopal Seminary in Blue Bell, PA. 
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1 Kazakhstan Trip Report 3 – 10 December 2010 Rev. Albert Collver, Ph.D.

Background: The conception for a trip to Kazakhstan developed from conversations emerging from the fellowship discussion trip to Novosibirsk, Siberia, in November 2010. The purpose of the trip was to approach LCMS partners in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan from the perspective of church relations and theological education, particularly to discuss the Central Asian Lutheran Seminary (CALS). The goal was to engage in conversations with LCMS partners in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, inquire about their experiences working with the LCMS, and to discuss from their perspective productive future directions. A donor also requested that an inquiry regarding the use and ongoing need for the medical trailers in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The LCMS has been working in this region for about twelve years.

6 December 2010

Present: Rector Gennadij Khonin (ELC), Pres. Alexei Schastlivyy (ELC), Bishop Kejebek Botobaev (ELC), Rector Mansur Kurambakeev, Rector Alexei Streltsov (Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk), Dr. Albert Collver III (LCMS), Dr. Timothy Quill (Concordia Theological Seminary, LCMS).

Introduction

The purpose and goals of the trip were articulated, chiefly, that there was a desire to hear from the partners in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan about their evaluation of theological education and how the LCMS has been both helpful and unhelpful to them. The other goal was to see if a connection could be made between the theological education in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan with Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia. On the next day, each principle group was met with individually.

Summary of Findings

Theological Education • Both Seminary Rectors believe that the level of theological education is too low. • The CALS DVD program is appreciated but needs to be supplemented. • The pastors feel that the DVD program and any additional classes offered need to address practical matters such as evangelism, worship, casuistry, etc. • Not every parish or pastor has a DVD player to utilize the DVDs. Many DVDs are produced but it is not known how many are used. • The DVD program needs to be supplemented with face-‐to-‐face teaching.

2 • CALS could serve as a good preliminary program for more advanced and comprehensive theological education in Novosibirsk. • The churches in both Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan want their seminaries to continue. The seminaries are one of the primary sources of funding for these churches. If the program were altered or discontinued, there is fear that funding would vanish also. • In Kyrgyzstan, the promise of transportation and one meal a day attracts potential students. A stipend is needed to retain students. • The DVD courses have potential for evangelist training and lay-‐leader training but are not adequate for pastoral education. • Distance learning is the primary model and seems to be preferred to residential by LCMS personnel. The pastors from Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan expressed concern about residential education if it would take them away from their jobs (many are worker-‐priests) or their congregations (as there is no one else to cover their parishes – many serve three to five congregations). • There is interest in receiving additional theological education through local face-‐to-‐face seminars, visiting US Instructors, and from Novosibirsk Seminary. • Because the seminaries are not legally registered, it is illegal to invite professors from USA to teach. • The legal situation in Kazakhstan in particular may lead to the dissolution of the seminary. • The anti-‐religious laws in Kyrgyzstan are “stricter” but are not enforced as well as in Kazakhstan. In Kyrgyzstan, the influence of Islam is greater than in Kazakhstan. • Both seminary rectors felt there could be better coordination between their work in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. An exchange of professors. Both wondered if they had the authority to coordinate on their own, or did they need LCMS permission to do so. • The seminary rectors proposed a Greek DVD class to Bob Rosin, but nothing came of it. • Kejebek (Kyrgyzstan) would like professors from Novosibirsk to come to Bishkek and teach, also have Gennadij Khonin come and teach. • Kyrgyzstan could give a first year education, followed by a year education in Novosibirsk. • Bob Rosin has not visited seminary in Kazakhstan in two years. • Currently, no seminary students in Kazakhstan, although DVDs continue to be produced.

Ablaze Discussion

• Originally, the goal was to reach 500,000 people in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. • The pastors in Kazakhstan did not feel 500,000 gospel touches was realistic.

3 • Although not originally a part of the Ablaze Program, the activity in Kazakhstan that reached the most people was the puppet ministry theater. • In Kyrgyzstan, it was reported that 400,000 people were reached through Ablaze. In Kyrgyzstan, the Ablaze active phase lasted about 2 years, which means 550 people were reached/touched every day. This number seems incredulous. • When asked how many new church members the Ablaze program created, the answer was, “Not many. Perhaps none.” • The pastors reported they received a stipend of about $100 US for doing the Ablaze program and for reporting numbers. Off the record, some of the pastors admitted to “inventing” numbers in order to get paid because the goal was unrealistic and impossible to actually do.

Summary: Ablaze did not generate any new church members, per the testimony of the partner churches.

Kazakhstan/Kyrgyzstan Church Relations

• Both churches are LCMS mission starts. • Neither church is independent. In fact, if the LCMS were to vanish tomorrow, it is likely both churches would also. • Both churches expressed a desire to have a protocol agreement with the LCMS. • Neither church knew if they were in fellowship with the other. • Both churches desired a protocol agreement with the other church – church fellowship and the ability to exchange clergy. • From a Russian perspective, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan is the same place and same people group in two different countries. While there are local variations in law and custom, the strategy for both places should be very similar.

LCMS Mission Team

• Brent Smith, Bob Rosin, and John Muhley were invited to these meetings. For a variety of reasons, none of them attended. • The LCMS Mission team did not really appear to have a strategy for Kazakhstan or Kyrgyzstan. • Is there a strategy to help the churches in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan become independent? What is the time frame? • There seems to be a shift away from Russian speakers and a move toward the Kazakhs and Kyrgyz, particularly those who identify with Islam. • The move toward evangelizing Muslims seems consistent with the desire to expand into Turkey. • The major question regarding evangelizing Muslims is o Will it lead to the creation of a Lutheran church?

4 o Is it simply “gospel proclamation” or “gospel touches” with no serious plan to create a Lutheran church? o Is there a support structure or network to help people of Muslim background once they convert? What happens to them when their families abandon them, etc., especially if there is no church? o Should we “evangelize” where there is no plan or intention to create a Lutheran church? • No one appears to be “in charge” and everyone appears to do what is right in his own eyes. • The pastors in Kazakhstan wonder who has “authority” to get stuff done. Relatively simply matters, like purchasing light bulbs cannot happen locally. • The indigenous church was told it had to be independent and self-‐supporting, but it is not clear what assistance or training was provided to facilitate this. The church leaders indicated they felt as if they were tossed into the deep water and asked to swim. • The supervisors for Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are not there. John Muhley not there. Phil Shielke not there. Bob Rosin in Kyrgyzstan there twice a year, etc. If the indigenous church needs something, such as a light bulb, DVD player, etc., they need to contact their “supervisor” or “boss” for permission. The indigenous pastors feel as if they are not permitted to do anything on their own. • David Baker does own thing with Kazakhs and has “no authority” at ELC.

Church Relations with ELKRAS

• Met with Bishop Ivanov Ladimir Alexandrovic – Yurgy Novgorodov, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kazakhstan. LWF Member. • Many unpleasant encounters with LCMS Mission personnel • Accused LCMS Mission personnel, David Baker, of disrupting his local congregations. Telling ELKRAS church members what is doctrinally wrong with their churches. Plays Dombre and puts rugs on the floor to look Kazakh. Abandoned liturgy.

Recommendations

• Use Novosibirsk as a hub for theological education. • Use Novosibirsk as a hub for mission work – ask the SELC to send pastors to Kazakhstan/Kyrgyzstan to help them develop independently. • Continue DVD program but strengthen it with face-‐to-‐face teaching, seminars, and use as feeder into Novosibirsk. • Develop strategy with Missions personnel to increase self-‐sufficiency of local church. Increase capacity of local congregations by granting authority with accountability – budgets, etc.
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1 
Request for Approval of Recognition of Fellowship between the 
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church and The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
 
16 December 2010 
 
The President of Synod requests the assistance of the Commission on Theology and Church 
Relations in discharging his constitutional responsibilities for maintaining doctrinal integrity as he 
relates to other church bodies per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c: 
 
“When a small, formative, or emerging church body requests recognition of altar and pulpit 
fellowship with the Synod, and after consultation with the Praesidium and approval by the 
commission, such recognition may be declared by the President of the Synod subject to the 
endorsement of the subsequent Synod convention.” 
Action Requested and Background of Events 
 
1. On 14 July 2010, Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin, of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church, sent 
a letter to President-‐elect Harrison saying, “We at Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church 
also hope that with your election and introduction in the office of the President discussions 
between our church bodies concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will 
come to a proper conclusion. As you may know, we have met with LCMS church leaders a 
number of times, starting from Alvin Barry, but in the last year some impending 
circumstances slowed down our progress.” 
 
2. On 29 – 30 October 2010, a delegation of LCMS and SELC theologians, consisting of Rev. Dr. 
Albert Collver, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin, 
Rev. Alexei Streltsov, and Rev. Pavel Khromev, met in Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia, to discuss 
doctrinal issues related to church fellowship to see if such fellowship could be recognized 
between the two churches. No differences were found that would prevent church 
fellowship. 
 
(Before this meeting, the ILC Chairman, Bishop Hans-‐Jörg Voigt, and ILC Vice-‐Chairman, 
Robert Bugbee, were consulted for any objections the ILC might have to the LCMS entering 
into fellowship discussions with the SELC. The Chairman and Vice-‐Chairman of the ILC had 
no objections. After consultation with the ILC, Bishop Arri Kugappi of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Ingria (ELCI), was consulted if he had any objections to fellowship 
discussions between the LCMS and the SELC. He expressed no objection and welcomed the 
expansion of Lutheranism in Russia.) 
 
3. On 18 November 2010, President Matthew Harrison consulted with the Presidium of the 
LCMS regarding fellowship with the SELC in accordance with Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c. 
 
4. On 16 December 2010, President Matthew Harrison through The Director of Church 
Relations – Assistant to the President requests that the CTCR approve the recognition of 
fellowship between the LCMS and the SELC. 

 
2 
Background 
 
• 
1991 – A Bible study group in the Akademgorodok, Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia formed the 
foundation of what would become the SELC. 
• 
1993 – Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin ordained in Estonia as pastor of Bible Lutheran Church in 
Novosibirsk. 
• 
1994 – Rev. Vsevold Lytkin and Deacon Pavel Khramov visited Concordia Seminary, Saint 
Louis. 
• 
1995 – A Group of about 20 people from Bible Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk visited 
Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne, and Concordia Seward, Nebraska. 
• 
1996 – The Russia Project began under the direction of Dr. Timothy Quill at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. 
• 
1998 – church leaders of the future SELC sent a preliminary letter to LCMS President Dr. 
Alvin L. Barry and the Synod stating their desire to seek fellowship with the LCMS after 
obtaining autonomy from the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC). 
• 
2002 – The group that formed Bible Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk officially registered 
as the “Evangelical Lutheran Union of Missions in Siberia” with the Ministry of Justice of 
the Russian Federation. 
• 
2003 – The Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) granted the Siberian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (SELC) autonomy and the SELC constitution was adopted. The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary (LTS) received its license to operate as an educational institution in 
Russia. 
• 
2003 December 5 – The newly constituted SELC sent an official request to "open a doctrinal 
dialogue with The Lutheran Church-‐-‐Missouri Synod, possibly leading to a declaration of 
altar and pulpit fellowship with your church." 
• 
2004 January – A delegation from SELC met with President Kieschnick to request fellowship 
discussions. 
• 
2004 March 22 – Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin sent a formal request to engage in official discussions 
on altar and pulpit fellowship between the LCMS and SELC. 
• 
2005 – Informal meetings between LCMS and SELC. 
• 
2007 – Vsevold Lytkin consecrated Bishop in Tallinn, Estonia. 
• 
2008 – Informal meetings between LCMS and SELC. 
• 
2009 April 2 – Bishop Vsevold Lytkin sent a letter to President Kieschnick requesting that 
the LCMS an SELC enter into formal fellowship discussions. 
• 
2010 January 27 – LCMS and SELC enter into formal fellowship discussions in Saint Louis. 
• 
2010 May – Bishop Vsevold Lytkin sent a letter to President Kieschnick requesting formal 
fellowship discussions continue in Siberia, Russia, in Fall 2010. 
• 
2010 July 14 – Bishop Vsevold Lytkin sent a letter to President-‐elect Harrison requesting 
the continuation of fellowship discussions. 
• 
2010 October 29 – 30 – The LCMS and SELC engaged in fellowship discussions in Siberia, 
Russia. No doctrinal differences were found. 
• 
2010 November 18 – President Harrison consulted with the LCMS Presidium regarding 
fellowship with the SELC per Bylaw 3.9.6.2.2c. 
• 
2010 December 16 – Bishop Vsevold Lytkin sent a letter to Dr. Collver, Director of Church 
Relations stating that protocol agreement used between the LCMS and ELCIR could also be 
used between the LCMS and the SELC. 
• 
2010 December 16 – President Harrison requests the CTCR to approve the recognition of 
fellowship with the SELC per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c. 

3 
Items of Expressed Concern 

Over the past 12 years since the SELC sent their first letter in 1998 to the LCMS requesting 
official, formal fellowship discussions with the LCMS, concerns regarding the doctrinal integrity and 
position of the SELC have been expressed by some quarters of the LCMS. Since 1996, the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia, has been in partnership with the LCMS’ Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. This partnership over the past 14 years has involved pastors, 
educated at, and professors, serving at, both LCMS seminaries. Due to the close affiliation between 
a seminary of the LCMS and this church body, from the perspective of Dr. Raymond Hartwig, 
Secretary of the LCMS, the President of Synod would have the option of pursing fellowship with the 
SELC per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2d, which essentially regards the SELC as a mission start of the LCMS. 
 
While acknowledging the close affiliation between Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, and Lutheran Theological Seminary, Novosibirsk, the SELC began as an independent church 
and does not regard itself as an LCMS mission start, while being grateful for all the assistance the 
LCMS has provided over the years. Nonetheless, the point of Dr. Hartwig is very pertinent in regard 
to concerns over the doctrinal integrity of the SELC. LCMS pastors and professors have educated a 
large number of the SELC’s pastors and theologians. Questions about the doctrinal integrity of the 
SELC, might be perceived as a question of the doctrinal integrity of the LCMS pastors and professors 
who have taught the pastors of the SELC. Certainly, no one in the LCMS wishes or intends to 
question the doctrinal integrity of LCMS pastors and professors, but the appearance of such an 
implication needs to be recognized and be handled sensitively, lest incorrect perceptions are 
created. 
 
Not to be unexpected due to the history of the LCMS, the items of concern regarding the 
SELC involve church and ministry, that is, church fellowship and the office of the Holy Ministry. 
These concerns can be summarized into three basic items: 
 
1. Church Fellowship Concerns over the SELC’s connection to Estonia. 
2. The Role of the Bishop and Apostolic Succession 
3. The Validity of LCMS Ordinations 
 
Each of these items were discussed between representatives of the LCMS and SELC in October 2010 
(and in many informal conversations over the past 14 years). In regards to fellowship concerns 
about Estonia, the most important point to consider is that the SELC is independent from Estonia 
with a doctrinal position different from the Estonian Lutheran Church, especially in regard to the 
ordination of women. In summary, regarding concerns over the Holy Ministry, both the LCMS and 
SELC confess the doctrine taught in the Power and Primacy of the Pope. Apostolic Succession is 
from the perspective of the LCMS an adiaphon and not a matter of doctrinal difference. The LCMS is 
in fellowship with many other church bodies that hold to apostolic succession. The SELC recognizes 
the LCMS pastors as being in the Office of the Holy Ministry and recognizes the validity of LCMS 
ordinations. 
 
Respectfully submitted to the CTCR by 
Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 
Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the LCMS President 
On behalf of President Matthew Harrison 

SIBERIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Ulitsa Lykova 3, Novosibirsk 630055, Russia 
 
tel. +7 (383) 336 42 19 e-mail selc@lutheran.ru
fax. +7 (383) 336 47 32 web www.lutheran.ru

July 14, 2010 
 
Rev. Matthew Harrison, 
President-elect of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Dear colleague and brother in Christ: 
 
Grace and peace be with you, from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ! 
 
It brings me great joy to congratulate you on behalf of confessional Lutherans in Siberia, 
Russia, on account of your election for the high office of the President of LCMS. 
 
I am sure that in your new vocation you will follow in the footsteps of your faithful 
predecessors who were known to Lutherans worldwide as stalwart proponents of genuine 
Lutheran theology and practice. 
 
We at Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church also hope that with your election and 
introduction in the office of the President discussions between our church bodies 
concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will come to a proper 
conclusion. As you may know, we have met with LCMS church leaders a number of times, 
starting from Alvin Barry, but in the last year some impending circumstances slowed down 
our progress. 
 
It is always a great honor and joy for us to be united with people who truly value the well 
known treasures that we possess in the Lutheran Church – the unadulterated Gospel and the 
proper administration of the sacraments. 
 
Once again, I congratulate you with this accomplishment, which confessional Lutherans 
consider to be their own, and I praise the Lord who pours His blessings richly as always. 
 
With hopes for the long term close relations between the LCMS and the SELC, 
In Christ, 

Vsevolod Lytkin, Bishop, SELC. 
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LCMS, SELC conduct fellowship discussions
By Albert B. Collver
On Oct. 28, a delegation from the LCMS consisting of Dr. Albert Collver, the Synod's director of Church
Relations -- assistant to the president; Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, executive director of the LCMS
Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR); and Dr. Timothy Quill, dean of International
Studies at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne (CTSFW), landed at
Novosibirsk, in Siberia, Russia,
for theological discussions with
the Siberian Evangelical
Lutheran Church (SELC). With
those discussions, the two
church bodies are closer to
being in altar and pulpit
fellowship with each other. 
Before arriving in Siberia,
Collver, Lehenbauer and Quill
stopped in St. Petersburg,
Russia, to meet with leaders of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Ingria (ELCI). During that
meeting, ELCI Bishop Rev. Arri
Kugappi expressed appreciation
for the partnership between the
LCMS and the ELCI, and said
that he was pleased to see the
expansion of Lutheranism in
Russia.
Prior to the Communist Revolution in 1917, membership in the Lutheran Church in Russia numbered
more than a million. By 1939, nearly every Lutheran pastor and congregation in Russia ceased to exist.
Kugappi also encouraged the LCMS discussions with the SELC, indicating that he looks forward to
working cooperatively with both the LCMS and SELC in the future.
In 1998, church leaders of the future SELC sent a preliminary letter to LCMS President Dr. Alvin L.
Barry and the Synod stating their desire to seek fellowship with the LCMS after obtaining autonomy
from the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC). In 2003, the SELC received its autonomy from
the EELC.
On Dec. 5, 2003, the SELC sent an official request to "open a doctrinal dialogue with The Lutheran
Church--Missouri Synod, possibly leading to a declaration of altar and pulpit fellowship with your
church."
During the intervening years, a variety of visits and letters were exchanged between the two church
bodies, which did not lead to fellowship discussions. On Jan. 27, 2010, SELC Bishop Rev. Vsevolod
Lytkin and Rev. Alexei Streltsov, rector of the theological seminary of the SELC and the appointed
church relations officer, returned to St. Louis for discussions with representatives of the LCMS.
In July 2010, Lytkin sent a letter to then LCMS President-elect Rev. Matthew C. Harrison. In that letter,
Lytkin wrote, "With your election and introduction in the office of the president, discussions between our
church bodies concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will come to a proper
conclusion."
The trip by LCMS officials in October was Harrison's response to Lytkin's letter.
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Exhibit B

Representing the SELC in that Oct. 19 meeting at the Lutheran Center in the Akademgorodok
(Academic City), Novosibirsk, Siberia, were Lytkin, Streltsov and Rev. Pavel Khramov, a member of the
SELC consistory.
The LCMS and SELC representatives at the meeting affirmed belief in the inerrancy of the Holy
Scriptures as the rule and norm of faith, and unconditional subscription (quia) to The Book of Concord
(the Lutheran Confessions). Other topics of discussion included fellowship with other Lutheran church
bodies, ordination of women, the doctrine of the ministry, church structure and the Office of the Keys.
During the discussions, Lytkin stated, "From our point of view, we are in fellowship with the Missouri
Synod."
The LCMS delegation concurred that while differences in practice exist in some areas, there are no
differences in the doctrine confessed.
Lehenbauer, making his first visit to Novosibirsk, said, "I am greatly impressed by the dedication of the
SELC pastors and people to the Gospel of Christ, the Lutheran Confessions and service to their
community, and am grateful to God for this opportunity to solidify and deepen the relationship between
the SELC and LCMS."
"This is a joyful day to see a recognition of doctrinal unity after 14 years of the Russian Project," Quill
said.
In 1996, Russian-speaking students from the former Soviet Union were brought to Concordia
Theological Seminary as part of the newly created Russian Project. Quill was called to that seminary as
the first director of the Russian Project. Nearly 40 students from Russia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Moldova,
Belarus, Latvia and Lithuania took advantage of this program.
In 1997, CTSFW and the Lutheran Church in Siberia jointly opened Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Novosibirsk. This came about due to a plea from Lytkin to CTSFW President Dr. Dean Wenthe for help
with pastoral training in Russia. It was also made possible by the encouragement of LCMS President
Barry and financial support from the Marvin M. Schwan Charitable Foundation.
Reflecting on the joint work of the SELC and LCMS, Lytkin said, "We are very grateful for the help we
have received from the LCMS over the years -- especially the theological training of our clergy. This
has helped them to be better pastors and missionaries. We have great respect for President Wenthe
and the professors at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. They have trained many of our
pastors and laypeople in Russia at the Novosibirsk Seminary and at the seminary in Fort Wayne. We
are very grateful to the LCMS parish pastors who have taught at our seminary in Novosibirsk and at our
theological seminars throughout Siberia."
"It was marvelous to observe the level of theological discernment and commitment to Scripture and the
Lutheran Confessions among the Siberian Lutherans," Quill said. "The Siberian Lutherans displayed a
remarkable capacity to engage in theological conversation in which they articulated a thoughtful and
serious commitment to the Lutheran heritage. They have demonstrated an ardent desire to establish a
Lutheran church that is both Russian in character and whose doctrine and practice is carefully shaped
by Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions."
Collver, who has taught at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Siberia several times, remarked
during the discussions, "Missouri and Siberia share a common faith, united in the Scriptures and the
Confessions, under Christ Jesus. We have doctrinal unity."
With the recognition of doctrinal unity, some additional steps hopefully to be completed by December
2010 will occur from the Missouri Synod side in accord with the new fellowship resolution (Res. 3-04A)
adopted by the 2010 Synod Convention. A protocol document outlining the agreement between the
LCMS and SELC is forthcoming. In accord with Synod Bylaws, President Harrison will consult with the
LCMS Praesidium. Lehenbauer will make a recommendation to the Commission on Theology and
Church Relations (CTCR), which is scheduled to meet Dec. 16-18.
After these steps are completed, the LCMS and the SELC will be in fellowship, which will then be
presented to the 2013 Synod convention for ratification.
Dr. Albert B. Collver is The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod's director of Church Relations -- assistant
to the president.
Posted Nov. 2, 2010
 
Return to Top

(jj) 'There Be Lutherans' ... in Siberia! 
".. 1I f \, 
~ 
By Albert B. Collver 
A 
fter the LCMS fellowship dis
cussions in Siberia at the end of 
October 2010, some may have said, 
"Lutherans, in Russia? Siberia, Rus
sia? How did that happen?" Perhaps, 
even more surprising to learn is that 
before the Russian Revolution of 
1917, there were actually millions of 
Lutherans in Russia, Ukraine, the Bal
tics, and other territories that would 
eventually comprise the Soviet Union. 
Some have estimated that there were 
1.2 million Lutherans within Rus
sia and Siberia proper, and another 
2-3 million in the other territories. In 
fact, at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the Lutheran presence in 
Russia was larger than The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod is today. 
Yet, by 1937, every Lutheran congre
gation had been liquidated and their 
pastors arrested, exiled, or executed. 
The communists were quite effective 
in destroying the Lutheran Church in 
Russian lands. 
Early Russian Lutherans 
There are reports of Luther
ans-primarily German merchants, 
craftsmen, and engineers-arriving 
in Russia as early as the 1520s. These 
groups held worship in their homes. 
Other Lutherans arrived in Russia 
after the Livonian War of 1558, when 
Ivan the Terrible relocated Lutherans 
from the Baltic region to the environs 
of Moscow. Like other czars, Ivan 
had a certain fascination with Luther
ans and other Protestant preachers, 
listening to them with favor on some 
occasions, and at other times with 
great displeasure. In fact, there is an 
account of Ivan the Terrible smacking 
a Lutheran preacher on the head with 
his scepter because the preacher dared 
to compare Martin Luther to St. Paul. 
During the reign of Peter the Great 
(1682-1725), Lutherans were given 
a constitution and religious freedom 
within Russia. Peter the Great even 
travelled to Wittenberg in 1712 be
cause of his interest in Lutheranism. 
His interest was as much political as 
it was religious, as Peter had the goal 
of modernizing Russia and decreasing 
the influence of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. As early as 1718, Lutheran 
chaplains from Sweden had reached 
Tobolsk, the historic capital of Sibe
ria. to establish Lutheran congrega
tions. Lutherans later arrived in other 
Siberian cities such as Tomsk, and 
Lutheran congregations were found 
throughout many parts of Russia until 
the Russian Revolution of 1917. 
One Lutheran, One 
Small Catechism 
In 1987, young Vsevolod Lytkin 
from Novosibirsk, Siberia. had pro
Western views and was no longer 
convinced that the Soviet system was 
good. Since the Soviet system dis
approved of religion, Lytkin began 
investigating religion through the 
Atheistic Dictionary ofReligion. When 
he read about Lutherans, his inter
est was piqued. He learned "there be 
Lutherans" in the Baltics, so he got on 
a train and arrived in Estonia three 
days later. He sought out a Lutheran 
church, where the pastor gave him 
the Small Catechism. Through his 
conversations with the pastor and the 
study of the Small Catechism, Lytkin, 
was baptized at Holy Spirit Church in 
Tallinn a few days later. 
After returning to Siberia, Lytkin 
and other young Christians began 
to give lectures on the Bible to the 
students of Novosibirsk State Uni
versity and other interested people 
from the scientific community of 
Academic City (Akademgorodok). 
By 1991, a Bible study group was 
formed that came together regularly 
to pray, read, and study the Scripture. 
Through the study of the Bible, the 
Small Catechism, and Lutheran theol
ogy, this fledging assembly of young 
Christians transformed from a generic 
Protestant group into a congregation 
that desired to be truly Lutheran. 
Theological Education 
Welcomed 
In 1993, Vsevolod Lytkin was 
ordained in Estonia as pastor of Bible 
Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk. 
Shortly after this, Archbishop Janis 
Vanags of the Latvian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church introduced Pastor 
Lytkin to Rev. Wallace Schulz, editor 
of Good News journal and then Lu
theran Hour speaker. These contacts 
helped introduce this young Siberian 
Lutheran group to the LCMS. 
In 1994, Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin and 
Deacon Pavel Khramov visited Con
cordia Seminary in St. Louis. This trip 
acquainted them with the theology 
of the LCMS and marked the begin
ning of closer ties. A larger group of 
about 20 people from Siberia visited 
the United States in 1995. The men 
visited Concordia Theological Semi
nary in Fort Wayne, Ind., while the 
women visited Concordia University 
in Seward, Neb. In 1996, the Rus
sian Project began at the Fort Wayne 
seminary under the direction of Rev. 
Dr. TImothy Quill, with summer semi
nars held in Russia and other former 
Soviet RepubliCs. Ultimately; about 35 
people came to the seminary in Fort 
Wayne for theological training. The 
people who formed the SELC sought 
out the Missouri Synod because they 
wanted a conservative, Lutheran 
theological base. The training they 
received at Concordia Theological 
Seminary strengthened these theologi
cal ties even further. 
It soon became evident that a 
seminary in Russia was needed to 
train future pastors and to enable this 
young church to eventually become 
self-sufficient. Pastor Lytkin ap
proached President Wenthe request
ing assistance from Concordia Theo
logical Seminary in Fort Wayne in the 
establishment of a Russian seminary 
in Novosibirsk. The founding of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) 
in Novosibirsk was made possible by 
a generous grant from the Marvin M. 
Schwan Foundation. Over the years, a 
number of guest professors from the 
United States, Germany, and Austra
lia have taught at LTS. Presently, the 
seminary is registered and licensed as 
an academic institution in Russia. 
Fellowship with the LCMS 
InJuly 2010, twelve years after 
the Siberian Lutherans first requested 
fellowship discussions with the 
LCMS, Bishop Lytkin sent a letter 
to then LCMS President-elect Rev. 
Matthew C. Harrison. In that letter, 
Lytkin wrote, "With your election and 
introduction in the office of the presi-
Bishop Vsev%d Lytkin and pastors and deacons oftire SELC gatlrer with Rev. Dr, William 
Weinrich, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, and President Dean Wentlre ofConcordia Theological 
SemiTU1ry, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
dent, discussions between our church 
bodies concerning church fellowship 
will gain new momentum and will 
come to a proper conclusion." The 
trip by LCMS officials in October was 
Harrison's response to Lytkin's letter. 
The LCMS delegation concurred that 
while differences in practice exist in 
some areas, there are no differences 
in the doctrine confessed. Full fellow
ship has been recommended. 
Of course, the Siberian Ev.angeli
cal Lutheran Church (SELC) is not the 
only Lutheran Church in Russia. The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is 
already in fellowship with the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in 
Russia (ELCIR), based in St. Peters
burg. This church body has congrega
tions that date back to the 16005, but 
like the SELC has some ties to the 
Estonian Church. The other legally 
recognized Lutheran church in Russia 
is known as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Russia and Other States 
(abbreviated ELKRAS). ELKRAS is 
the largest Lutheran body in Rus
sia but is not in fellowship with the 
LCMS or the other Lutheran churches 
in Russia. The Missouri Synod, with 
her two partner churches in Russia 
(ELCIR and SELC), has an opportu
nity to impact Lutheranism in Russia. 
Q!JESTlONS &ANSWERS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
hose. Despite having worked in the 
building for nearly a decade, there 
has been much to learn and become 
accustomed to in the Presidenfs 
Office. Restructuring the national 
office is the most urgent work of the 
Synod, and ifs taking precedence 
over everything else that we do. , 
In addition to the responsibility of 
restructuring, we are also trying to 
balance the scheduling demands 
required under the new structure for 
the Office the President, especially 
during this time when we do not 
yet have the CMO in place. We 
have a great team of administrative 
assistants and executive staff in 
the Presidenfs Office who work 
hard to put all these components 
together. We have also been helpeo 
by the many talented laypersons 
and pastors throughout the Synod 
who have agreed to serve on 
various boards as the Presidenfs 
representatives. God has blessed 
mightily, and it has been an 
incredible hundred days! 
A Lesson for Today? 
The story of Lutheranism in 
Russia is both heartbreaking and 
encouraging. In this story, we see how 
a church can be brought to the brink 
of extinction through persecution. 
Much more could be told! Stories of 
martyrdom and great faith abound
stories about Lutherans in the Ba1tics, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, st. Petersburg 
and other places. We also see how 
the Lord works life from death. The 
Lutheran Church in Russia today is 
not as "glorious" or impressive as it 
was under the Russian Empire, but 
she lives under the cross ofJesus. The 
Lord's hand was at work, preserving 
His Church against the gates of hell, 
but doing it in such a way that we 
know the success of His Church does 
not depend on us. 
This history is a good reminder for 
us that what happened to Lutherans 
in Russia in the past could also, as 
unimaginable as it might be, happen 
to us. The story of Lutheranism in 
Russia ought to bring us to our knees 
in repentance, drive us to the cross of 
Jesus seeking His forgiveness, and en
courage us in how the Lord preserves 
His Church here on earth. Indeed, by 
the grace of God, "There be Lu ther
ans" ... in Siberia! 
What has been the most surprising 
part ofthe first hundJ'ed days as 
pJ'esident? 
I would have to say it would be the 
overwhelming support and encour
agement that has come from all parts 
of the world from all kinds of people 
who have been so kind and gener
ous to me and the staff. So many 
people, whether district presidents 
or local pastors, have said, time and 
time again, we are praying for you. 
That is a strength to me during dif
ficult days, and it greatly encourages 
me. 
What do you like most about 
being President oj the LeMS? 
I really enjoy people coming into my 
office, sitting on the couch. and I in 
the leather chair, and then we talk. 
We call it the "living room." It feels 
very much like inviting people into 
my home. Ifs relaxed, and I find 
that we can have some of the most 
productive and enjoyable meetings 
sitting together and talking with 
follks who just want to see their 
church do well. 
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Thursday, December 16, 2010 6:26 AM
Page 1 of 1
Subject: le+er from bishop Vsevolod Lytkin 
Date: Thursday, December 16, 2010 2:37 AM 
From: Vsevolod Lytkin lytkin@mail.nsk.ru 
Reply-‐To: lytkin@mail.nsk.ru 
To: "Rev. Albert B. Collver" collverab3@gmail.com 
Greetings, Dr Collver, 
 
On behalf of SELC, I express our desire to move forward in the process of reaching 
fellowship agreement between SELC and LCMS. 
 
We regret that due to time restraints it has not been possible to prepare and sign the 
protocol agreement during your visit to us in October. However, we have at our 
disposal the protocol document your church body signed with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia. We think it can be used as a basis of our 
protocol document. In fact, we think that our future statement of agreement may 
essentially reproduce the previous statement made with ELCIR, with the following 
addition: 
 
“We acknowledge that we have different views on matters of ecclesiastical structure 
or governance, but we respect positions of each side provided that both our 
churches fully subscribe to the Lutheran confessional writings, including the 
Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope.” 
 
Sincerely, 
Vsevolod Lytkin, 
Bishop, SELC 
 
Exhibit D

fiLE COpy 
PROTOCOL DOCUMENT 
Between 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia 
and 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
THE BASIS OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 
Thankful to God for the cordial relationships that already exist, The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in 
Russia (ELCIR) have joyfully decided as two independent church bodies to enter into a 
partner church relationship. 
The basis of this partnership is attested to in the Charter of The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria and in the Constitution of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
The Preamble to the Charter of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria states: 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia professes the 
Christian faith in the Triune God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, based on the Bible, Old and New Testaments, the only source of 
firm and correct rule of church life and practice. 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia recognizes all 
the symbolical books of the Lutheran Church, namely: the Apo~~les', 
Athanasian and Nicene Ecumenical Creeds, the Unchanged Augsburg 
Confession and its Apology, the Smalcald Articles, the Large and Small 
Catechisms of Dr. Martin Luther, and the Formula of Concord as the true 
interpretation of God's Word. 
Exhibit E

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia belongs to the one 
holy Christian and Apostolic Church, which our Lord Jesus Christ has 
founded and into which He has called people of all races and nations. 
This confession of faith of the Church of Ingria is obligatory for church 
organs and is not subject to changes. 
Article II of the Constitution of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod states: 
The Synod, and every member of the Synod, accepts without reservation: 
1. The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word of 
God and th~ only rule and norm of faith and of practicej 
2. All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and 
unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God, to wit: the three 
Ecumenical treeds (the Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian 
Creed) ,the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, :the Smalcald Articles, the Large Catechism of Luther, the Small 
Catechism af Luther, and the Formula of Concord. 
We therefore emphasize that-Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, the Son of God and 
the Son of Man. There is no salvation apart from Him. Our common faith and 
confession is focused on God's atoning work in His Son, Jesus Christ, and is clearly 
stated in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith without the works of the 
law. It is our common commitment to the faith "that was once for all entrusted to the 
saints" as revealed ,in the Holy Scriptures that binds us together and forms the basis of 
our partnership. 
THE GOAL OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 
Based on this common confession and faith, our partnership has the goal of fulfilling 
the mission Christ has given to His church, namely, "you shall be my witnesses ... to 
the end of the earth" (Acts 1 :8), so that every tongue may 
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"confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2: 11 ). 
This goal shall be our chief endeavor. To this end we pledge to share the resources 
God gives to each of our church bodies. 
In order that the goal our Lord has given us may be pursued with all zeal and that this 
partnership may be carried out in Christian peace, harmony, and joy, we agree to the 
following: 
THE OBJECTIVES OF OUR PARTNERSHIP 
In our efforts to fulfill Christ's mission we will cooperate and share resources in 
1. Higher Education to provide adequate facilities and faculties for properly 
educating the people who are needed to fill full-time pOSitions in our two 
churchesi 
2. Opening of new fields, congregations, or stations in order to faithfully 
proclaim the Gospel to all people who·m we can reach in our home areasi 
3. World mission outreach so that we may plan and share resources to bring 
the Gospel to the whole world, including those areas far away from uSi 
4. Programs that help our members grow "to mature manhood" 
(Ephesians 4: 13) in their faith in Christi 
5. Programs which enable our members to put their faith in action by reaching 
out with genuine love and concern to serve people who are in every kind of 
need; and 
6. Mass media and literature projects in cooperation with the organizations and 
agencies of our churches which enable our members to grow in faith and which 
support the mission outreach of our churches. 
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THE REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES AND PERSONS 
In order that our goals and objectives may be carried out in Christian harmony, peace, 
and joy, and in all order and decency, we agree to communicate officially between our 
two churches through the office of the President/Bishop in each church body. These 
two officers will consult as needed with the appropriate boards and commissions of 
their respective churches as they conduct the official contacts between our churches. 
They may designate staff members to assist them, especially in such matters as 
theological issues, church relations, administration, planning, and finances. 
SOLICITATION OF FUNDS 
We agree that all requests by individuals, congregations, circuits, or districts of each 
church to solicit funds in the other church must be considered and approved by the 
President/Bishop or their designated representatives in both churches. We further 
agree that neither church can be expected to support or fund a project in the other 
church unless this has been agreed on when the project was planned. 
COMPLIANCE WITH GOVERNMENTAL LAWS 
In accordance with the Lord's instruction we agree to comply with all laws and 
regulations which apply to our joint activities so long as such laws do not violate the 
Scriptures. 
FINANCIAL REPORTING 
We pledge ourselves to be good stewards of all the resources the Lord provides for our 
use. We each agree, therefore,. to maintain our books and financial records in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting procedures of our respective countries. 
Copies of financial statements relevant to our work together will be shared with one 
another. 
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CHURCH FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHURCH BODIES 
We deeply respect the fellowship and partnership we have with each other in Christ. 
We, therefore, agree that we will consult with each other before entering into church 
fellowship or partnership with another church body or church federation. We also 
agree, however, that each of us is finally responsible to the Lord of. the church for 
decisions taken in this matter. 
OPERATING AGREEMENTS 
We agree, finally, that it may be beneficial to prepare jointly operating agreements 
detailing the administration, programming and funding procedures that support the 
objectives of our partnership. If such operating agreements are developed, we agree 
to review and update them at least every three years. 
We pray that the Hoi}, Spirit will bless and guide our efforts in meeting the challenges 
placed before us by the Lord of the church. With the help of God we pledge our best 
efforts to meet the goals and objectives of our partnership as presented in this 
document. 
Dated this ___ 
1_2_t_h ___ day of ___ 
J_u_l_y ______ 1998. 
-
ishop -
The Evangelical Luthera 
President - The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
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Joint Statement of Agreement 
Introduction 
Thankful to God for a working relationship which began in the early 19905, 
representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria and o~The Lutheran Church-
-Missouri Synod have engaged in a series of official discussions together. Preliminary 
conversations were held March 31-April I, 1995 in St. Peter~burg, Russia. A second 
round of talks took place in St. Louis, U.S.A., March 10-12, 1997. Most recently, on 
October 13-1 S, 1997, representatives of our two churches met for a third time in·St. 
Petersburg. 
During the course of these conversations we have carefully discussed together the 
doctrinal positions of our respective church bodies in the light of the official confessional 
articles of our churches' constitutions. On the basis ofthese talks, which included the 
position of our churches on a wide variety of contemporary issues in debate in 
Christendom today such as the doctrine of Scripture, the doctrine ofthe ministry, the role 
of women, and ethical issues such as homosexuality and abortion, we rejoice to report that 
we have found that our two churches are in doctrinal agreement with each other. We 
therefore unanimously recommend that the Eval1gelical Lutheran Church of Ingria and The 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod officially declare themselves to be in church fellowship 
with each other. 
In support of.this recommendation we, the official representatives of our 
respective churches, offer the following Joint Statement of Agreement. 

---- . - -
-2-
A. A Statement of Confessional Agreement. 
The Charter of the Evangelical Lutheran Church ofIngria states: 
The Lutheran Church of Ingria professes the Christian faith based 
on the Bible, on the witness of the Old and New Testaments about 
the Triune God: God the Father, God the Son and God the lIoIy 
Spirit. The faith is expressed in three ecumenical Creeds and in 
Lutheran Confessional books. 
The Constitution of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod states: 
The Synod, and every member of the Synod, accepts without reservation: 
I. 
The Scriptures of the Old and New Tes~aments as the written 
Word of God and the only rule and norm of faith and practice. 
2. 
All the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a 
true and unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of 
God, to wit: the three Ecumenical Creeds (111e Apostles' Creed, 
the Nicene Creed, the Athanasiall Creed), the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the 
Smalcald Articles, the Large Catecl1ism of Luther, the Small 
Catechism of Luther, and the Formula ofCotlcord. 
Our discussions together have revealed that agreement in doctrine exists between the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria and The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Together we 
confess that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the inspired and inerrant written 
Word of God, and together we accept without qualification the ecumenical creeds and also the 
Lutlleran Confessions as a true and faithful exposition of Holy Scripture. 
The doctrinal agreement betWeen our respective churches finds its center in the joint 
confession that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, and that there is no salvation apart from Him . 
. 
" 
.' 
Our common faith and confession is focused on God's atoning work in His Son Jesus the Christ, 
and is clearly stated in the doctrine of justification by grace alone through faith alone on the basis 
of Scripture alone. 
----
- -- ---------
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ll1is agreement between our two churches on the confession of the Gospel as taught in 
Scripture manifests itself in the teaching and preaching in the pulpits of our congregations and in 
the classrooms of our seminaries and schools. 
B. 
A Statement of Mutual Conunitment. 
In order that our church bodies may work together in Christian hannony, peace and joy, 
and in all order and decency, we make this recommendation that our church bodies enter into altar 
and pulpit fellowship with each other together with the understanding that each of our churches 
formally pledge to one another that we will honor the policie~ and procedures of our respective 
church bodies. Ultimate responsibility for overseeing a1l contacts and operational agreements in 
mission and ministry endeavors between our two churches belongs to the office of the Bishop of the 
Evangelical Luthweran Church of Ingria and of the President of Lutheran Church--Missouri 
Synod .. 
We the representatives of our respective churches, moreover, recognize that each of our 
churches, for a variety of historical, geographical and governmental reasons, stands in a nutnber of 
already existing church fellowship relationships with other churches. Not all of these relationships 
are characterized by complete agreement in doctrine and practice. This recommendation that oUr 
respective church bodies declare themselves to be in church fellowship, therefore, is made with the 
mutual commitment to each other that each of us in our own churches rejects all those doctrinal 
positions as stated above on which this joint statement is based. 
We are also making tllis recommendation that our respective churches declare themselves 
.. 
to be in altar and pulpit fellowship with the understanding fuat our respective church bodies 
conunjt tllemselves to consult with each otller before entering into church fellowship with otller 
churches, while also recognizing that each of our churches is fmaUy responsible to the Lord of the 
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church for decisions made in these matters. 
Conclusion 
Our discussions together have been characterized by a spirit of openness and trust. The 
Lord of the church has blessed us and guided us in our deliberations. We rejoice in the unity of 
confession which characterized the doctrinal s4lnces of our respective churches. It is our hope and 
prayer that God will continue to bless our relationship with each other to the end that The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria and The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod will soon be 
able to manifest our unity in doctrine at the altar and in the pulpit. 
On behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in Russia 
Arri Kugappi 
serge~~ 
Isto Pihkala 
October 15, 1997 
.' 
." 
On behalf of The Lutheran Church--Missouri 
Synod 
October 15, 1997 
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Fellowship Recognized Between LCMS and SELC 11:20:01 AM] « Harrison Sermon at Concordia Theological Seminary (Ft. Wayne) Chapel Fellowship Recognized Between LCMS and SELC Bishop Lytkin with pastors from SELC and representatives from CTSFW On 17 December 2010, the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) approved the recognition of church fellowship between The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC). The approval of the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and the SELC occurred twelve years after the SELC first requested fellowship discussions with the LCMS under President Alvin Barry. Under Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, after a request for fellowship, consultation with the Preasidium, and the approval of the recognition of fellowship, the President of Synod may declare recognition of such fellowship. Commenting on the CTCR’s action, President Matthew C. Harrison said, “We give thanks to the Lord that after much patience and longsuffering on the part of the Siberian Lutherans, the Missouri Synod can now recognize the gift of fellowship that the Lord has worked between the LCMS and the SELC.” For his part, Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin of the SELC has stated several times in the past, “From our point of view, we are in fellowship with the LCMS.” Shortly after President Harrison was elected at the 64th regular convention of the LCMS, Bishop Lytkin sent President-elect Harrison a letter on 14 July 2010 saying, “We at Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church also hope that with your election and introduction in the office of the President discussions between our church bodies concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will come to a proper conclusion. As you may know, we have met with LCMS church leaders a number of times, starting from Alvin Barry, but in the last year some impending circumstances slowed down our progress.” In response to this letter, President Harrison sent a delegation to Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia, which consisted of Rev. Dr. Albert B Collver, Director of Church Relations Assistant to the President, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Director of the CTCR, and Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies, Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, for doctrinal discussions with members of the SELC. The delegation, while acknowledging differences in practice, found no doctrinal differences. On 18 November 2010, President Harrison consulted with the Preasidium regarding pursuing fellowship with the SELC according to Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c. ABOUT THIS BLOG Welcome! We hope you visit often to read regular contributions from officers and executive staff of the LCMS as they tell the stories of their lives, vocations and the work of the Synod through the lens of "Witness, Mercy, Life Together." About the Learn about Witness, Mercy, Life Together. SUBSCRIBE VIA E-MAIL Enter your email address:
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Fellowship Recognized Between LCMS and SELC 11:20:01 AM] With CTCR’s December 17 approval, President Matthew C. Harrison, per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, declared the recognition between the two church bodies. Upon receiving the news of fellowship with the SELC, President Dean Wenthe of Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne stated, “I am delighted that more than a decade of mission work in Siberia on the part of Concordia Theological Seminary, under the direction of Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill and supported by our faculty, now has borne fruit as fellowship between our two churches. The SELC is already one of our church’s most vibrant mission partners. We rejoice in God’s grace and pray his blessing upon Bishop Lytkin, his pastors and congregations.” Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies and Director of the Russian Project at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, commented further, “The decision of President Harrison to declare altar and pulpit fellowship with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church as one of his first international, church relations acts is extremely significant. It reveals a vision and heart for fostering unity among faithful confessional Lutheran brothers and sisters the world over.” Over the past 14 years, Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, utilizing its professors, along with pastors primarily from within the Missouri Synod and occasionally from our partner churches such as SELK, provided theological education for the majority of the current pastors in the SELC, largely at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Siberia, Russia. During this time, the LCMS and the SELC have forged deep relationships. Although the Synod in July 2010 passed Resolution 3-04A to help fast track fellowship with small or emerging confessional Lutheran church bodies, the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC came about through measured and intentional steps. The passing of Resolution 3-04A at the Synod’s convention in July 2010 led to the creation of Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, which reads, “When a small, formative, or emerging church body requests recognition of altar and pulpit fellowship with the Synod, and after consultation with the Praesidium and approval by the commission, such recognition may be declared by the President of the Synod subject to the endorsement of the subsequent Synod convention.” The first use of this Bylaw for the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and the SELC after more than 14 years of contact between the two churches demonstrates a careful and deliberate use of this new responsibility granted to the President. Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, Chairman of the CTCR noted, “In John 17 the Lord Jesus prayed to the Father for the oneness of His church. Since that time the church has struggled to express that oneness. From this we learn, first of all, that fellowship doesn’t simply ‘happen’ by ‘chance.’ It is the gift of God. Second, we see that the realization of that fellowship occurs in a fallen world that now lives under the cross of Christ. The Commission on Theology and Church Relations rejoices in the Lord’s gracious leading of the SELC and LCMS to recognize their confessional unity and looks forward to future opportunities to work toward the faithful expression of the oneness we have in Christ with those who confess the faith in the fullness of its truth.” With the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President, said, “As one who taught at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia, the formal recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC brings me great joy as the role of confessional Lutheranism is expanded around the world.” The recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC will be brought to the LCMS’ 65th regular convention in 2013 for ratification. Map of Parishes in SELC Print article This entry was posted by Al Collver on December pm, and is filed under Al's Posts. Follow any responses to this post through RSS 2.0. You can leave a response or trackback from your own site. Share this post! St. Louis #LCMS Lutheran School. Read more from #STLToday: about 5 minutes ago #LCMS president asks pastors to contact lawmakers about #DADT:
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what it says.” Mart...

Tuesday, November 30, 2010

Advent. Jesus came humbly to Jerusalem, and suffered the humiliation of the cross, for us. And Jesus continues to come to us, humbly in his Word—in a word of absolution, in a handful of water, and in bread and wine. Martin Luther preached thousands of sermons. While he was still alive they began to be collected into books of sermons for each Sunday of the Church Year. They were called “Postils” from the Latin words post ille, or “after this.” “This” was the Holy Gospel for the day. “After” the text came the sermon. Luther’s House Postils are especially significant. They are sermons for the Church Year, each preached by Luther and carefully written down. They were preached at Luther’s house in Wittenberg where he’d gather friends and family for services other than the main service at church Sunday morning. Luther’s sermons are ever fresh and full of life. They are pulsating with stern, damning Law, and sweet, forgiving Gospel. Luther talks directly to his hearers, never over their heads or simply “at” them. He was convinced above all that it is the preacher’s sacred task to step into the office of Christ to which he’s been called, and to let fly with the Word of God in full force—the word doing exactly what it says and promises. For centuries Lutheran pastors and laypeople alike have been consoled by Luther’s clear explication of the Gospel of Jesus. For centuries people have learned from these sermons what a Lutheran sermon is. For centuries pastors have learned how Lutherans preach from these sermons. As much flexibility as there is in preaching, there is finally a biblical and Lutheran content. Lutheran preaching does not merely talk about the Law and the Gospel or this or that teaching. Lutheran preaching delivers the goods. It actually speaks the very word of God which kills and makes alive. Lutheran preaching dares to say “you are the man” to sinners, and “Christ came for you” to penitent sinners! Aside from constant study of the Bible, I could hardly commend any reading more highly 13

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. than Walther’s Law and Gospel, and Luther’s House Postils. Enjoy the excepts below from Luther’s sermon for the First Sunday in Advent. Blessed Advent! Come Thou blessed Savior come! Matt Harrison ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ EXCERPT "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King cometh unto thee.” [Zechariah 9:9] Don’t gawk with your eyes but let your ears give insight to your eyes. Your King has no great stallion, no spurs, no saddle; he is poor and rides a donkey. And yet there’s no king like him; he removes your sin, rescues you from death and hell, and gives you everlasting holiness and righteousness, eternal life and blessedness. So don’t pay any heed to the wretched way in which he comes and then later also shamefully dies on the cross. For he does this all for your sake as Savior to help you, to sanctify you and rescue you from death. If we don’t want to understand this with our ears, but accept only that which our eyes see and our hands touch, we will miss our King and be lost. There’s a big difference between this King and other kings. With the latter everything is outward pomp, great and gallant appearance, magnificent air. But not so with Christ. His mission and work it is to help against sin and death, to justify and bring life. He has placed his help in baptism and the Sacrament, and incorporated it in the Word and preaching. To our eyes Baptism appears to be nothing more than ordinary water, and the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood simple bread and wine, like other bread and wine, and the sermon, hot air from a man’s mouth. But we must not trust what our eyes see, but listen to what this King is teaching us in his Word and Sacrament, namely, I poured out my blood to save you from your sins, to rescue you from death and bring you into heaven; to that end I have given you baptism as a gift for the forgiveness of sins, and preach to you unceasingly by word of mouth concerning this treasure, sealing it with the Sacrament of my body and blood, so that you need never doubt. True, it seems little and insignificant, that by the washing of water, the Word, and the Sacrament this should all be effected. But don’t let your eyes deceive you. At that time, it seemed like a small and insignificant thing for him to come riding on a borrowed donkey and later be crucified, in order to take away sin, death, and hell. No one could tell this by his appearance, but the prophet foretold it, and his work later fulfilled it. Therefore we must simply grasp it with our ears and believe it with our hearts, for our eyes are blind . . . Dollars, crowns, castles, and vast kingdoms don’t constitute his mission. For if we depended on that and died, our life would be nothing. But it is his office and work that we know that through his suffering and death we are redeemed. On this we rest and can say: through the righteousness of my King, the Lord Jesus Christ, I am justified. For that purpose he became poor and wretched, let himself be nailed to the cross, to make me holy and to drown sin and death in me. Whoever believes what the gospel declares has what it says. For that purpose Christ instituted holy baptism, thereby to clothe you with his righteousness. It is a tantamount to his saying, My righteousness shall be your righteousness; my innocence, your innocence. Your sins indeed are great, but by baptism I bestow on you my righteousness; I strip death from you and clothe you with my life. That’s Christ’s true regimen; his office and mission are summed up in this, that he daily strips away our sin and death and clothes us with his righteousness and life

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Therefore I exhort that you listen eagerly and lovingly to this Word, receive it with deep gratitude, and beseech the Lord God from the bottom of your heart for a firm faith to cling to this teaching. You may be certain that this will bear fruit day by day, as you become more humble, obedient, loving, chaste, and godly, for it is in the nature and art of this teaching to create godly, decent, obedient and pious people. Martin Luther Sermon for the First Sunday in Advent Second Sermon (1533) The Sermons of Martin Luther: The House Postils (Baker, 1996), 1:27 ff.



Advent Blessings

Wednesday, December 01, 2010



St. Ambrose: Homilist and Hymnwriter

Tuesday, December 07, 2010

From a homily delivered December 7, 2010 at the LCMS International Center. Some of the more interesting ideas were gleaned from a sermon by Paul T. Prange. Have you ever found yourself humming a hymn on the way home from church? Maybe it was the closing hymn that day. Maybe it was one of your all-time favorites, and it just got stuck in your head and wouldn’t let loose? That’s good! But have you ever found yourself humming a sermon on the way home from church? Of course, you can’t really do that, even though the pastor surely gave you something good to take home with you. You can’t really hum a sermon, but the fact that we so often find ourselves humming hymns on the way home from church tells us something about how hymns work—about how their music carries the Word of God into our ears and so into our hearts. St. Ambrose knew something about that. You can see his mug shot in this posting. (And this mural is from the period in which he lived—the only such actual image of an early church father to survive). Ambrose was born in the fourth century and was raised in a prominent Roman family. Like his father, he studied law and went into government, and at age thirty-five, he found himself caught up in governmental gridlock in the city of Milan. The bishop there had just died, and the two main parties in the church were fighting with each other over who would be the next bishop. As the governor of the region, Ambrose found himself arbitrating their disagreement. That went on for some time until, both parties suddenly declared that Ambrose should be next bishop. Now Ambrose was no pastor. He hadn’t even been baptized! He put them off for awhile, but finally he gave in, and on this day, December 7—1,636 years ago—Ambrose of Milan was baptized a Christian, ordained a priest, and consecrated a bishop . . . all on the same day. We may shake our heads today in incredulity, but God had the last laugh. You see, 15

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Ambrose became a powerful preacher of the Gospel. His sermons affected many—including the younger, hedonistic Augustine, who was eventually converted and later baptized by Ambrose. Ambrose became a great preacher, but they say that one comes closest to knowing the real Ambrose by studying not his sermons, but his hymns. Take a look at Ambrose’s great Advent/Christmas hymn, “Savior of the Nations, Come.” In stanza six: For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vic’try won. By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. (LSB 332:6) Could any preacher preach the Gospel more powerfully or more profoundly than St. Ambrose has done here . . . and for over sixteen centuries? So I guess you can hum a sermon fact, a sermon that will stick with you from cradle to grave. As pastors, we see it again and again, visiting the elderly in the congregation, some of whom have lost everything—their health, their appearance, their dignity, their memory. They’ve lost everything—well, almost everything. Because even though you could preach the greatest sermon in the world to them there, it wouldn’t get through. But when you start singing to them—when you start singing one of those “little sermons,” one of those hymns that they learned long ago, right in God’s house—they brighten up, sometimes they start singing with you. And then it’s clear—abundantly clear—that they haven’t lost the “one thing needful”: Christ Jesus, and him crucified. “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives” (Matt. 26:30). You see, our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed . . . sang a hymn, on his way to Calvary. And after he had been arrested, beaten and crucified, he sang another: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1; Matt. 27:46). All of the suffering of hell that you and I deserve because of our sins, Christ took upon himself, in our place. With his holy, precious blood and his innocent suffering and death, he took care of it all, for you. Jesus did it all—for you—and the hymns that we sing today sing of all that he did for you, too. They are the songs that accompany you from cradle to grave, through sorrow and suffering, to joy and exaltation. Savior of the Nations, Come Lutheran Service Book 332 Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh— Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 16

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.



Advent Open House in the President's Office

Wednesday, December 08, 2010

Folks at the International Center are stopping by this week for an Advent Open House in the President's Office. A party game/quiz has kept things pretty lively! 17
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Luther's Later Preaching

Thursday, December 09, 2010

The most recent volume from the new series of Luther's Works: American Edition from Concordia Publishing House just arrived on my doorstep. These words from editor Christopher Boyd Brown's introduction give much to think about in terms of one's own preaching, catechesis, as well as the church being in constant need of reformation. A closer comparison of Luther's later sermons with this of the first years of the Reformation reveals that his preaching has indeed been transformed by the pedagogical efforts of the previous decades. The sermons of the 1540s are now interwoven with echoes of the Small Catechism and the hymnal, linking the content of the sermon with what the hearers already know by heart or are learning. Certain old topics also receive new emphasis. Especially notable is Luther's late preaching on Baptism--particularly on the Baptism of Christ in relation to the Baptism received by Christians. [Luther's Works, 58:xviii] Now to read some of Luther's sermons in this hefty volume . . .

President Harrison on WMLT at LCEF



Conference

Friday, December 17, 2010

Check out the Reporter story on the LCEF Fall Conference of November 2010. Well done and worth reading!

Harrison Sermon at Concordia Theological



Seminary (Ft. Wayne) Chapel

Sunday, December 19, 2010

18

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Friends in Christ, I pray you are well, and just about ready for Christmas! I enjoyed my first official visit to the Ft. Wayne Seminary this week past, at the invitation of President Wenthe. Flew up on Tuesday morning, and back to St. Louis on Wednesday afternoon. Meeting the faculty was a great pleasure. We discussed many issues. I particularly enjoyed hearing from each of them about what they have been working on as of late. I preached Wednesday at Kramer Chapel, a place and pulpit that hold for me many fond memories. You can listen to the sermon by clicking HERE: Harrison Sermon at CTS Chapel. After chapel the entire student body met for a convocation. I could have spoken interminably (as a Synod official I have that particular ability), but I decided simply to take questions for the entire hour. It was marvelous. Great questions. Good theology. Wonderful humor. We spoke about preaching, pastoral practice, the importance of residential theological education, Luther, and many other topics. The highlight of the visit was a walk into, through and around the new Ft. Wayne Seminary Library facility, still under construction. Unbelievable. President Wenthe, the faculty and the Board of Regents deserve the Synod's deepest appreciation and gratitude for their stewardship of this great institution. Blessed final days of Advent! Matt Harrison

Fellowship Recognized Between LCMS and



SELC

Sunday, December 19, 2010

19

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. On 17 December 2010, the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) approved the recognition of church fellowship between The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC). The approval of the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and the SELC occurred twelve years after the SELC first requested fellowship discussions with the LCMS under President Alvin Barry. Under Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, after a request for fellowship, consultation with the Preasidium, and the approval of the recognition of fellowship, the President of Synod may declare recognition of such fellowship. Commenting on the CTCR’s action, President Matthew C. Harrison said, “We give thanks to the Lord that after much patience and longsuffering on the part of the Siberian Lutherans, the Missouri Synod can now recognize the gift of fellowship that the Lord has worked between the LCMS and the SELC.” For his part, Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin of the SELC has stated several times in the past, “From our point of view, we are in fellowship with the LCMS.” Shortly after President Harrison was elected at the 64th regular convention of the LCMS, Bishop Lytkin sent President-elect Harrison a letter on 14 July 2010 saying, “We at Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church also hope that with your election and introduction in the office of the President discussions between our church bodies concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will come to a proper conclusion. As you may know, we have met with LCMS church leaders a number of times, starting from Alvin Barry, but in the last year some impending circumstances slowed down our progress.” In response to this letter, President Harrison sent a delegation to Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia, which consisted of Rev. Dr. Albert B Collver, Director of Church Relations Assistant to the President, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Director of the CTCR, and Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies, Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, for doctrinal discussions with members of the SELC. The delegation, while acknowledging differences in practice, found no doctrinal differences. On 18 November 2010, President Harrison consulted with the Preasidium regarding pursuing fellowship with the SELC according to Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c. With CTCR’s December 17 approval, President Matthew C. Harrison, per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, declared the recognition between the two church bodies. Upon receiving the news of fellowship with the SELC, President Dean Wenthe of Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne stated, “I am delighted that more than a decade of mission work in Siberia on the part of Concordia Theological Seminary, under the direction of Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill and supported by our faculty, now has borne fruit as fellowship between our two churches. The SELC is already one of our church’s most 20

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. vibrant mission partners. We rejoice in God’s grace and pray his blessing upon Bishop Lytkin, his pastors and congregations.” Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies and Director of the Russian Project at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, commented further, “The decision of President Harrison to declare altar and pulpit fellowship with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church as one of his first international, church relations acts is extremely significant. It reveals a vision and heart for fostering unity among faithful confessional Lutheran brothers and sisters the world over.” Over the past 14 years, Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, utilizing its professors, along with pastors primarily from within the Missouri Synod and occasionally from our partner churches such as SELK, provided theological education for the majority of the current pastors in the SELC, largely at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Siberia, Russia. During this time, the LCMS and the SELC have forged deep relationships. Although the Synod in July 2010 passed Resolution 3-04A to help fast track fellowship with small or emerging confessional Lutheran church bodies, the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC came about through measured and intentional steps. The passing of Resolution 3-04A at the Synod’s convention in July 2010 led to the creation of Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c, which reads, “When a small, formative, or emerging church body requests recognition of altar and pulpit fellowship with the Synod, and after consultation with the Praesidium and approval by the commission, such recognition may be declared by the President of the Synod subject to the endorsement of the subsequent Synod convention.” The first use of this Bylaw for the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and the SELC after more than 14 years of contact between the two churches demonstrates a careful and deliberate use of this new responsibility granted to the President. Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, Chairman of the CTCR noted, “In John 17 the Lord Jesus prayed to the Father for the oneness of His church. Since that time the church has struggled to express that oneness. From this we learn, first of all, that fellowship doesn’t simply ‘happen’ by ‘chance.’ It is the gift of God. Second, we see that the realization of that fellowship occurs in a fallen world that now lives under the cross of Christ. The Commission on Theology and Church Relations rejoices in the Lord’s gracious leading of the SELC and LCMS to recognize their confessional unity and looks forward to future opportunities to work toward the faithful expression of the oneness we have in Christ with those who confess the faith in the fullness of its truth.” With the recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President, said, “As one who taught at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia, the formal recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC brings me great joy as the role of confessional Lutheranism is expanded around the world.” The recognition of fellowship between the LCMS and SELC will be brought to the LCMS’ 65th regular convention in 2013 for ratification.

21
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Three-D Christmas

Monday, December 20, 2010

For me, Christmas later this week will again be enhanced by the "third dimension" of the Christmas Gospel provided in Revelation 12. While Luke 2 provides the human dimension and John 1 the divine dimension, Revelation 12 has a third dimension to add, a reminder of what else was going on while those shepherds were watching their flocks by night. I'm not advocating changing the manger scene out on the front lawn, but Revelation 12 does suggest a rather startling addition to the sheep and the goats: a crouching great red dragon, the serpent that had been dreading Christmas ever since Genesis 3 and its words about the One to come who would "bruise" his head (v. 15). John's vision in Revelation 12 vividly pictures the reception that the serpent had planned for the Child and His life on earth. Its grotesque imagery always arrests my attention again and helps me to remember the proportions and consequences of that birth that holy night. Here is what John saw and recorded (vv. 1-6): And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. This vision, of course, has to do with much more than our Savior's physical birth, but it does add another dimension to those offered by Luke 2 and John 1 that is helpful to celebrating Christmas. It is a potent reminder that the seemingly peaceful and quiet birth of the Christ Child away in the manger, announced by angels and observed by shepherds, which lends itself so well to Christmas cards and lawn displays, was not peaceful and quiet. Like the increasingly popular 3-D video productions of today's entertainment industry, the rawness and brutality of Revelation 12 draws me into the picture and causes me to remember what really was going on that Christmas night. 22

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. This dark third dimension of the Bethlehem story was highlighted a number of years ago when Tamara and I were visiting Jerusalem and we hired a taxi to take us to Bethlehem. Our Israeli taxi took us as far as a Palestinian checkpoint, where we walked through a well-guarded opening in the barricade to take a Palestinian taxi for the remainder of our little journey. After our visit to Bethlehem and upon our return to the checkpoint, our Israeli taxi was waiting as we had requested, but we found that we had arrived just at the changing of the Palestinian guard, which included moving some armored equipment just as we were about to depart. When our Israeli taxi driver refused to give way to a Palestinian vehicle, heated words were exchanged, and we found our taxi surrounded by heavily-armed men peering into our windows. In due time, cooler heads prevailed, and our taxi was allowed to leave. But looking back, it actually was quite the appropriate experience for a visit to Bethlehem. Even today under the same skies where angels witnessed to peace on earth, mere meters removed from the place where the Christ Child in mercy lay down His sweet head (and ultimately His sinless life ) tomake possible life together with God and men, the dragon still makes his presence known. Revelation 12 goes on to picture the dragon very furious, intent upon a war of revenge against "those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus (v. 17), the story of our lives. But John also announces the dragon's defeat and provides opportunity to witness our own victory celebration (Revelation 7). Which is where our own three-dimensional lives of witness, mercy, and life together enter the picture. Giving witness, showing mercy, and living together as family in the Church flow from a deep appreciation of the Christmas Gospel in all its dimensions. May yours be that kind of 3-D Christmas this year.



Regarding the Call to Village, Ladue

Wednesday, December 22, 2010

Statement by Matthew Harrison on the Acceptance of a Call to Serve as an Assistant Pastor To: District Presidents of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (for distribution as they see fit) From: Matthew Harrison, President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Date: December 19, 2010 Grace and peace in Jesus, “the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25)!



This morning,

Sunday, December 19, 2010

, I personally informed the pastor, elders and members of Village Lutheran Church, Ladue, Missouri, that I had accepted the 23

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. congregation’s call to serve as their assistant pastor. The call was not acted upon hastily, or without significant consultation In providing you with the following information, I want to lay out for you a brief explanation of the personal and theological reasons why I am taking this path. The constitution and bylaws of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod specifically allow the President of the Synod to hold such an office. The bylaws state: The President of the Synod shall be a full-time executive and shall serve as a voting member of the Board of Directors of the Synod. (a) He shall not be in charge of a congregation or hold a chair at any educational institution but may be called as an assistant pastor, provided such services do not interfere with his official duties as President. (3.3.1) There are a number of reasons for this action. I shall only note a few items here. With respect to the Synod’s national office: • Though no President (or congregation) has acted on this privilege for many decades, in its wisdom the Synod recognizes that its President may be a called pastor at a local parish. This was long the practice of the Missouri Synod, and has been the practice of the Lutheran Church in general for most of its history. • While those of us in national leadership have noted a lessening of local loyalty to the national church, we have less often acknowledged the local perception that the national office has distanced itself from congregations. Accepting this call is my own concrete affirmation of the vital, in fact, most vital role of local congregations and pastors in our mission, mercy, and life together as a Synod (John 10:12-16). • The new structure of the Synod greatly increases the CEO responsibilities of the President. It is more vital than ever that amidst the many tasks of the office, it be carried out pastorally, and with the church’s pastoral and missionary task firmly in focus and close at hand (1 Pet. 5:2). • In this called, pastoral position, I am directly responsible to the senior pastor and board of elders of Village Lutheran for my preaching and teaching there. I believe it is healthy even (especially!) for the President of Synod to be directly accountable to a local congregation in this way, and to God himself for such a congregation (Heb. 13:17). With respect to my particular person I note the following. • St. Paul states, “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task” (1 Tim. 3:1). • In the core of my being, I am a pastor. I view life pastorally. I view the mission of the church pastorally (Jer. 3:15). My work at LCMS World Relief and Human Care moved the church’s work of mercy to a pastoral model, closely connecting care with local altars, fonts, and pulpits worldwide. • I am energized by and find great joy in preaching, teaching, and pastoral visitation (2 Cor. 1:24). • A called pastoral relationship with a local congregation allows me and my family to be cared for by a group of Christians in a way that would otherwise not occur (Gal. 6:6). Village Ladue recognizes this care as a vocation of service to the Synod. • My two boys are in high school. Their time at home is short. For ten years they have rarely heard me preach or teach. I desire to preach to my own children in these vital 24

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. years of their Christian formation. As Synod President I could well be absent every weekend. For the sake of my wife and boys at this stage of our lives, travel must be reasonably limited. Wonderful things may be accomplished for the Missouri Synod over the next number of years, but (God help me) not at the expense of the faith of my own family (Eph. 5:25; 1 Tim. 3:4). The bylaw states that the president “may be called as an assistant pastor, provided such services do not interfere with his official duties as President.” I note the following: • This called pastoral position involves preaching once every month or two; teaching the occasional Sunday Bible study; and visiting a handful of shut-ins each month (1 Tim. 5:17; Matt. 25:36). It involves no meetings and no administrative duties. I shall receive from this position no compensation, or even reimbursement for mileage. This call is a gift. My service shall be a gift (1 Thess. 2:9). This call is not a so-called “status call”—a call merely for the purpose of an ordained man being able to remain on the LCMS roster. • My clear priority is and has to be the called position of Synod President, which is more than full-time (Luke 17:10; 1 Cor. 15:58). With respect to district presidents: • While I have chosen to act upon a matter of freedom, not all district presidents have such freedom in their respective district constitutions, nor are their respective circumstances the same. I will guard each district president’s freedom, right, and responsibility to act as he and his district believe is best for his particular circumstances (2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 5:13). Their office alone makes them worthy of our deepest love, support, and continual prayer (2 Cor. 11:28). Finally: Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. . . . Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in usthat which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen (Hebrews 13:1821). Pastor Matthew Harrison



Mysteries

Monday, December 27, 2010

25

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. There are a lot of mysteries in the world that intrigue many people. The Bermuda Triangle, the Great Pyramid at Giza, or the Lost City of Atlantis are just a few. When I was younger, I was most intrigued by Stonehenge, a mysterious structure of upright stones in England. I built a model of Stonehenge for a school project and read all about it. Besides the mystery of the purpose of Stonehenge, I was totally intrigued by the amount of time, commitment, and the engineering feat required to build Stonehenge. I was curious about the people who built it, how they figured out how to build it and what it meant to them after it was completed. I happened to think of Stonehenge this weekend as I attended several church services. It's not a normal thing to be thinking about at Christmas service, I agree, but when I listened anew to the story of Joseph and the many trials he went through it reminded me of Stonehenge and the commitment of the people who built Stonehenge. Not the same type of situation or same commitment but it made me think a lot about the powerful, deep commitment Joseph made to the birth of our Savior over a long period of time and despite many challenges. I wondered about Joseph this Christmas and what it was like for him. For the first time, Joseph seemed like a mystery to me and I was amazed at all that he went through and in awe of God who was at his side through it all. I can imagine the moments between Mary and Joseph as Mary went over the situation and she tried to explain the message of the angel to Joseph. I can pretty easily imagine the terrible heartbreak and confusion Joseph experienced when finding out that Mary was pregnant. I can feel the panic and confusion Joseph was reeling with when he considered a way out of the "situation" through divorce. I can imagine the miles and miles of walking Joseph and Mary did and all the time it gave them to ponder the mysteries they were facing. One challenge followed another and at every critical moment God revealed himself. I imagine the comfort Joseph had when he realized he did not have to figure it out on his own. Next time I am faced with a huge challenge I want to remember Joseph and pray that the Holy Spirit blesses me with the same depth of faith and commitment as Joseph and his strength to persevere through the mysteries and challenges that life throws at me. We don't have the blessing of a holy angel visiting us during these times of great challenge but we do have the gift of the Holy Spirit who strengthens us in faithfulness and perseverance. We do have the holy Word of God that gives us confidence and peace 26

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. when we face huge challenges or mysteries and we do have the baby who grew up to be our Savior from sin. We have a God who is "our refuge and strength and ever present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1). May we "consider the steadfast love of the Lord" (Psalm 107:43) this week in all the challenges, mysteries and blessings we encounter.



A Kairos Moment

Wednesday, December 29, 2010

A great group of staff from the national office, convened as the Restructuring Work Group, met in Conference Room 424 the Monday before Christmas to study and talk about the President's emphasis of Witness, Mercy, Life Together. There are about a dozen staff members from various disciplines in the building who are putting their heads together to consider how best to restructure the national office for service to the church. They meet weekly in St. Louis to discuss how to move forward, progress on weekly assignments and to determine next steps. The discussion started with Rev. Herb Mueller leading us in a review of an article he wrote on Witness, Mercy, Life Together that appears in the January Reporter insert. Several times Rev. Mueller emphasized that Witness, Mercy, Life Together all flow out of and are linked to the cross. It was good to be reminded of the fact that our real, flesh and blood, Savior accomplished our redemption and comes to us in concrete realities in the life of the church on Sunday through baptism, communion and the Word. Through these concrete realities people go out and witness and show mercy to the world. This study and dialogue was enjoyable and necessary for the Restructuring Work Group to spend time doing. The study rolled into a robust dialogue about how do we foster what it means to be Lutheran and how the emphasis of Witness, Mercy, Life Together help give direction to our thinking about the new structure of the national office. The individuals on the Restructuring Work Group brought up many questions. What is the purpose of the national office in relationship to districts and congregations? What can the national office do that districts and congregations can't do alone? How can we energize the connection between the districts and congregations with the national office? How can the national office be a catalyst for change? How can we be strategic in what we choose to do? How can we be good stewards? How can we better utilize our partners? How can the national office model, for the church, Witness, Mercy, Life Together? How can we make sure to eliminate silo operations of the national office? How can the various program areas all focus on the same common goals? How far can Witness, Mercy, Life Together emphasis spread? Someone in the group called this a Kairos moment for the church. Kairos, a time when something special happens, the opportune moment, the right time. I think it is. I am humbled and honored to work together with this group of outstanding individuals who are willing to ask the tough questions and search, with God's wisdom and guidance, for answers to how the new structure of the national office can better serve the church. We ask for your prayers for this work and the people that serve on the Restructuring Work Group, that God may grant us His Holy Spirit to open our hearts and ears to one 27

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. another so we are more readily able to actively participate, calm any fears and frustrations that may arise, rid ourselves of any sinfulness of pride or arrogance that may distort our thinking, and keep us humble in His service recognizing that God has granted and blessed us with this Kairos moment.

Expanding the Circle: Restructuring at the



International Center

Thursday, December 30, 2010

By Barbara A. Below From the January 2011 Reporter Insert A Restructuring Work Group (RWG), established by the President’s Office, began its important work on December 6 in St. Louis and will continue through the beginning of February 2011. The purpose of the RWG is to look closely at the budgets, personnel, functions, and processes of, primarily, LCMS World Mission, World Relief and Human Care, Communications and Fund Development efforts of the national office, and then to make recommendations to the Transition Team of the President’s Office. Other areas of the national office will also be included in their work and in restructuring efforts. Led by consultant Jim Lowitzer of Collierville, Tenn., the RWG will identify areas of ministry overlap, consider new processes to put in place to enhance the work of the church, and make recommendations to the Transition Team as to how the national office can best be organized within the new structure to move into the next fiscal year. The goal of the Transition Team and the RWG is to have a new national office structure defined by February 2011 so that budget development for the next fiscal year can begin and a good, strong budget can be submitted to and adopted by the LCMS Board of Directors at its May 2011 meeting. This work group is composed of 12 talented national office employees from a diversity of disciplines, with a variety of expertise and talents that will benefit the restructuring work: • Rev. Dave Birner, World Mission • Kama Bernabo, World Mission • Travis Torblaa, World Mission • Jeff Craig-Meyer, World Mission Fund Development • Rev. John Fale, World Relief and Human Care • Al Dowbnia, World Relief and Human Care • Maggie Karner, World Relief and Human Care • John Lewis, World Relief and Human Care Fund Development • Myron Koehn, Information Technologies • David Strand, Communications • Adriane Dorr, Communications • Rachel Asbury, Worship (admin. support) In addition to these group members, Rev. Herb Mueller, First Vice President, will serve as 28

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Theologian in Residence, and Barb Below and Rev. Jon Vieker will serve as the President’s representatives. All national office employees have been asked to engage in the restructuring effort so that together a new structure can be developed that best serves districts, congregations, Synod members, and partners. People outside of the international office may also be asked to be involved in or offer consultation to the RWG. All are encouraged to prayerfully consider serving in any capacity if asked by the RWG to lend consultation or expertise. The challenges the Synod faces in the future years regarding restructuring of the national office, as well as other matters the convention resolved to address in the next few years, are complex and multifaceted. There is an urgency to this work, but at the same time, it must be well thought out, calculated, realistic and make use of all the gifts endowed by God to the Synod. This will not be easy and will require wisdom for good decision making, clarity of mind to dig through the complex factors, patience to continue when it is frustrating, and steadfastness to His Word throughout it all. The President, the Transition Team, and the RWG ask for prayers from all of Synod as they move forward to take on the challenge of restructuring.

Making It Real: Reflections on Witness, Mercy,



Life Together

Thursday, December 30, 2010

By Herbert C. Mueller Jr. From the January 2011 Reporter Insert Take a good look at the logo at the top of this page. witness, mercy, life together interlock around the cross. Our life together, our fellowship (koinonia), flows from Christ who received our sin and death on the cross so that He might give us His holiness and righteousness. Forgiven and made alive in His resurrection, we testify, bear witness (martyria) to all that He has done, confessing His saving truth before the world. Sent out with His name, we cannot help but show His mercy by serving (diakonia) others in His love. If one is weak, the others shrivel as well. As each grows stronger, the others increase accordingly. However you may order witness, mercy, life together, each interlocks with the other two, and all of them flow from the cross and into each other. As witness grows, it leads to more works of mercy in the world and draws us closer in our life together. The Church’s work of mercy increases opportunities for witness and strengthens our life together. Our fellowship in the Gospel, our life together, draws us into God’s Word to forgive, renew, restore, and send us out in witness and in mercy. witness, mercy, life together are helping us keep our bearings as we begin the work of restructuring the national office of Synod, for at the heart of each of them is the cross. 29

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • Jesus speaks of giving Himself, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever, and the bread which I shall give is my flesh for the life of the world” (John 6:51). • Peter declared that Jesus “carried our sins in His body on the tree in order that dying to sin we might live to righteousness. With His wounds you are healed” (1 Peter 2:24). • In speaking of the faith of Abraham, which God counted for righteousness, Paul concludes, “It will be reckoned to us who believe in Him who raised our Lord Jesus from the dead, who was handed over on account of our trespasses and raised again for our justification. Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 4:24-5:1). These three interlocking themes, then, grow from our justification by faith alone in the death and resurrection of Jesus. The heart of our witness for Christ must be the proclamation of Law and Gospel—namely, that the whole world is dead in sin and in need of resurrection. But God has done what we could never do: declared us righteous on account of Christ, covered our sin, and raised us to life in Him. The real motivation for mercy, then, is that Christ died for all, that all are precious to Him. Our life together also flows from our justification, for Christ Himself is our peace and the connection between us, since we are baptized into His body. Now cleansed and fed by Him, we draw our life from His body and blood in His Supper, from His “flesh for the life of the world” (John 6:51). So everything radiates from the cross, more specifically, flows from the means by which Christ gives the bene-fits of His cross—the proclamation of Law and Gospel, the lifegiving water of Baptism, and the holy meal of His body and blood. These are not abstract ideas but concrete realities, for God sends flesh and blood pastors into His ministry to preach and teach His Word. And God makes it all real, so that we can see it and touch it for ourselves when He gathers His Church around pulpit, altar, and font: real, living, fleshand-blood people, washed and absolved and fed with the real Word of God in real water, bread, and wine. It happens in local congregations, where God sends His people into the world to bear witness for Christ, to serve others, and to live together in love. witness, mercy, life together are concrete realities. What does this mean for our work as a Synod? We could do many things, but as our two new policy boards write policy for the future of the national office, we need to apply our limited resources to building (and helping districts build) the capacity of our congregations and our international partners’ congregations in these core values of witness, mercy, life together. Several basic assumptions and leading questions follow: 1. Lutheran congregations engage in Lutheran missions in order to plant Lutheran congregations. This ought be self-evident among us. Lutheran congregations are the places where God is at work in the Means of Grace to seek and to save the lost, to send people in witness and mercy, and where the people of God enjoy life together in Christ. What are the best ways to help districts, congregations and our partners around the world plant new Lutheran congregations and refresh old ones? In world mission, what are we doing to plant Lutheran congregations? How are we helping our partners plant Lutheran congregations? In national mission, how does the Synod help districts and congregations plant Lutheran congregations? How do we prepare our people to witness in their daily vocations? 2. Lutheran congregations reach out in mercy because Christ had mercy on us. We demonstrate mercy simply because there are people in need. As a Synod, how do 30

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. we help districts and congregations grow in mercy? Internationally, how does what we do help our partners show mercy through their congregations? How are our people moved to works of mercy? 3. Lutheran congregations live together in love because we are connected in Christ and share one confession of Christ. How will the national Synod work to build fellowship (koinonia)? How do we help our partners grow in their capacity and their life together? How do we strengthen our colleges and seminaries for the sake of our life together? How will the Holy Spirit through us recruit pastors and commissioned ministers for our congregations and partners around the world? We have the best confession in the world, bringing the greatest possible comfort to penitent sinners. How do we clarify and strengthen our confessional witness around the world? How will God use our efforts to conserve and promote the unity of the true faith among us? 4. Everything God does among us to build capacity for works of mercy and to strengthen our life together will also increase our capacity for witness to the lost. We have many congregations that are focused inward. How will Jesus, through us, call them to be focused outward in witness and mercy, so as to be God’s means for drawing others into the life together we have in Christ? What will you do to ask all these questions and more in your congregation? These are only a beginning, but the Board for National Mission and the Board for International Mission are both at work, together with your staff in the International Center, to work out the details of the restructuring plan adopted by the Synod in 2010 Resolution 8-08A. To be sure, many judgment calls still have to be made, but our guiding question is this: how will God through our Synod strengthen our congregations and our partners in witness, mercy, life together in the Gospel? May God show us the way to “make it real”!

Q&A on Restructuring and the First 100 Days of a



New LCMS P...

Thursday, December 30, 2010

From the January 2011 Reporter Insert These questions were among those submitted by employees of the International Center and answered at a series of employee forums by President Harrison on November 8-10, 2010. What’s the status of the hiring of a Chief Mssion Officer and the Chief Financial Officer? The call for nominations for the CMO was issued from the Office of the President with a deadline to submit names to be nominated by December 31. We are encouraged by the many nominations for the CMO position that we have received. We are working on finalizing the timeline for conducting the reviews of the applications and interviews of nominees in January. The bylaws require that the President appoint the CMO after consultation with the Board for National Mission, and with the mutual concurrence of the LCMS Board of Directors. We are hoping that recommendations for a CMO will be ready for discussion at the board meetings in February 2011. 31

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Will there be more position eliminations at the International Center? If so, when and how many? There is more evaluation and financial analysis that needs to occur regarding how the national office can best be structured for the future. It is possible that there will be more positions impacted, but we are hoping that if positions are eliminated, it will be as few as possible. We desire at every opportunity to be good stewards of the gifts given to us through generous donors and supporters. I know that our donors desire for our good work to continue, and we will seek every possible way for that to happen. We thank each of our donors for their support for our continued work. Given that the NovemberReporter story noted that giving has increased, what implication does this have for the Synod’s budget and for restructuring? The Reporter article has to do with giving at the congregational level. As you know, unrestricted funding for the Synod flows up from congregations through the districts. Both congregational giving to districts and, as a result, district giving to Synod at the national level has been on a downward trend for many years, which is part of the reason for restructuring. Is there a transition plan for picking up the work that was done by the people whose positions were eliminated? How will the work transition to the districts? The leadership (e.g., district presidents, district execs, etc.) of those districts that have been impacted by the elimination of functions at the national office are being invited to collaborate with national office staff on workable solutions for the future. Other program areas of the national office, other individuals within the same department, or other partner entities related to the LCMS have already picked up some of the work that was being conducted by individuals in positions that were eliminated. We are appreciative of the cooperative attitude shown by so many who are committed to special areas of ministry and willingly advocate for and carry on the good work in many program areas. What is the role of the National and International Mission Boards in restructuring? These two boards will provide input, feedback, and consultation to the President and Transition Team regarding restructuring, but their role is primarily focused on establishing the policies by which the Offices of National and International Mission will conduct themselves. The boards make broad decisions regarding the program areas by establishing boundaries, parameters, and principles for the work of the two new offices. Besides creating policy, what else do the two boards do? The boards also participate with the President in setting goals and defining success for the two offices. While the boards have a relationship with the mission offices and provide oversight of the implementation of policies, it is the President and CMO who provide direction to the mission offices and supervise their day-to-day activities. The boards are not responsible for the specific programs, staff matters, or budgets related to the program areas like past boards have conducted their work. These issues, according to the new structure approved by Res. 8-08A, rest with the President. While we are waiting for the CMO to be selected, the President and his Executive Staff are responsible for all matters related to program areas (World Mission, World Relief and Human Care, school ministry, youth ministry, etc.) of the national office. 32

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Will you bring back KFUO-FM and Issues, Etc.? The transfer of the FM license is final. However, the station has been streaming classical music at www.classic99.com since the transfer took place. There are no specific plans for Issues, Etc. at this time, but all options remain on the table. Does the installation of the two new mission boards mean the elimination of our largest branded ministries—World Mission and World Relief & Human Care? Absolutely not. The work of these ministries will continue. The goal is to streamline and eliminate redundancies, but these brands will continue and carry forward. Both brands have been successful fundraising tools for the national office, and over the last several years, both departments have brought in many new donors, supporters, volunteers, and advocates to the witness and mercy work of the church through the use of these two powerful brands. Restructuring work will look only for ways to enhance these brands and the ministries they represent. How will communication efforts of the national office be included in the discussion of building a new structure that is leaner and brighter for the future? The President’s Office has established a Restructuring Work Group (see page 1) that will work with the Transition Team to identify the ways in which the communication efforts of the Synod can be more focused, driven to a common goal, establish consistent messaging, and save money. Res. 8-08A identified that there is some duplication in communication efforts in the national office, and the Restructuring Work Group will be analyzing the communications that come out of the national office and identifying ways in which this can be done with the greatest value at the most reasonable cost. In addition to looking at current communication tools, the RWG will also make recommendations to the Transition Team about enhancing new communication options (such as increased use of video and social media) which the Synod has yet to fully develop and which could better enhance fund development efforts for program areas. Is the new Witness, Mercy, Life Together logo now the new logo for the LCMS? No, the burgundy, tripartite cross design remains the logo for the LCMS. Witness, Mercy, Life Together are the President’s emphasis for the work of the church and are used as the underpinning for the restructuring work to suggest a strategy for moving the church into the future. The Witness, Mercy, Life Together emphasis has already been widely received in the LCMS and is easily understood by both youth and adults. The logo is a tool that anyone can use when thinking about your district, congregation, school, or personal life. These are the three areas of the work of the church that are present in whatever the church does—proclaiming the Gospel, sharing Christ’s mercy with others, and living in fellowship with Christ and with one another. What has been the most challenging aspect of the President’s first hundred days in the office? Coming into the President’s Office has been like trying to drink from a fire hose. Despite having worked in the building for nearly a decade, there has been much to learn and become accustomed to in the President’s Office. Restructuring the national office is the 33

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. most urgent work of the Synod, and it’s taking precedence over everything else that we do. In addition to the responsibility of restructuring, we are also trying to balance the scheduling demands required under the new structure for the Office the President, especially during this time when we do not yet have the CMO in place. We have a great team of administrative assistants and executive staff in the President’s Office who work hard to put all these components together. We have also been helped by the many talented laypersons and pastors throughout the Synod who have agreed to serve on various boards as the President’s representatives. God has blessed mightily, and it has been an incredible hundred days! What has been the most surprising part of the first hundred days as President? I would have to say it would be the overwhelming support and encouragement that has come from all parts of the world from all kinds of people who have been so kind and generous to me and the staff. So many people, whether district presidents or local pastors, have said, time and time again, we are praying for you. That is a strength to me during difficult days, and it greatly encourages me. What do you like most about being President of the LCMS? I really enjoy people coming into my office, sitting on the couch, and I in the leather chair, and then we talk. We call it the “living room.” It feels very much like inviting people into my home. It’s relaxed, and I find that we can have some of the most productive and enjoyable meetings sitting together and talking with folks who just want to see their church do well.



‘There Be Lutherans’ . . . in Siberia!

Thursday, December 30, 2010

By Albert B. Collver From the January 2011 Reporter Insert After the LCMS fellowship discussions in Siberia at the end of October 2010, some may have said, “Lutherans, in Russia? Siberia, Russia? How did that happen?” Perhaps, even more surprising to learn is that before the Russian Revolution of 1917, there were actually millions of Lutherans in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltics, and other territories that would eventually comprise the Soviet Union. Some have estimated that there were 1.2 million Lutherans within Russia and Siberia proper, and another 2-3 million in the other territories. In fact, at the beginning of the twentieth century, the Lutheran presence in Russia was larger than The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is today. Yet, by 1937, every Lutheran congregation had been liquidated and their pastors arrested, exiled, or executed. The communists were quite effective in destroying the Lutheran Church in Russian lands. Early Russian Lutherans There are reports of Lutherans—primarily German merchants, craftsmen, and engineers—arriving in Russia as early as the 1520s. These groups held worship in their 34

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. homes. Other Lutherans arrived in Russia after the Livonian War of 1558, when Ivan the Terrible relocated Lutherans from the Baltic region to the environs of Moscow. Like other czars, Ivan had a certain fascination with Lutherans and other Protestant preachers, listening to them with favor on some occasions, and at other times with great displeasure. In fact, there is an account of Ivan the Terrible smacking a Lutheran preacher on the head with his scepter because the preacher dared to compare Martin Luther to St. Paul. During the reign of Peter the Great (1682–1725), Lutherans were given a constitution and religious freedom within Russia. Peter the Great even travelled to Wittenberg in 1712 because of his interest in Lutheranism. His interest was as much political as it was religious, as Peter had the goal of modernizing Russia and decreasing the influence of the Russian Orthodox Church. As early as 1718, Lutheran chaplains from Sweden had reached Tobolsk, the historic capital of Siberia, to establish Lutheran congregations. Lutherans later arrived in other Siberian cities such as Tomsk, and Lutheran congregations were found throughout many parts of Russia until the Russian Revolution of 1917. One Lutheran, One Small Catechism In 1987, young Vsevolod Lytkin from Novosibirsk, Siberia, had pro-Western views and was no longer convinced that the Soviet system was good. Since the Soviet system disapproved of religion, Lytkin began investigating religion through the Atheistic Dictionary of Religion. When he read about Lutherans, his interest was piqued. He learned “there be Lutherans” in the Baltics, so he got on a train and arrived in Estonia three days later. He sought out a Lutheran church, where the pastor gave him the Small Catechism. Through his conversations with the pastor and the study of the Small Catechism, Lytkin was baptized at Holy Spirit Church in Tallinn a few days later. After returning to Siberia, Lytkin and other young Christians began to give lectures on the Bible to the students of Novosibirsk State University and other interested people from the scientific community of Academic City (Akademgorodok). By 1991, a Bible study group was formed that came together regularly to pray, read, and study the Scripture. Through the study of the Bible, the Small Catechism, and Lutheran theology, this fledging assembly of young Christians transformed from a generic Protestant group into a congregation that desired to be truly Lutheran. Theological Education Welcomed In 1993, Vsevolod Lytkin was ordained in Estonia as pastor of Bible Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk. Shortly after this, Archbishop Janis Vanags of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church introduced Pastor Lytkin to Rev. Wallace Schulz, editor of Good News journal and then Lutheran Hour speaker. These contacts helped introduce this young Siberian Lutheran group to the LCMS. In 1994, Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin and Deacon Pavel Khramov visited Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. This trip acquainted them with the theology of the LCMS and marked the beginning of closer ties. A larger group of about 20 people from Siberia visited the United States in 1995. The men visited Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Ind., while the women visited Concordia University in Seward, Neb. In 1996, the Russian Project began at the Fort Wayne seminary under the direction of Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, with summer seminars held in Russia and other former Soviet Republics. Ultimately, about 35 people came to the seminary in Fort Wayne for theological training. The people 35

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. who formed the SELC sought out the Missouri Synod because they wanted a conservative, Lutheran theological base. The training they received at Concordia Theological Seminary strengthened these theological ties even further. It soon became evident that a seminary in Russia was needed to train future pastors and to enable this young church to eventually become self-sufficient. Pastor Lytkin approached President Wenthe requesting assistance from Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne in the establishment of a Russian seminary in Novosibirsk. The founding of the Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) in Novosibirsk was made possible by a generous grant from the Marvin M. Schwan Charitable Foundation. Over the years, a number of guest professors from the United States, Germany, and Australia have taught at LTS. Presently, the seminary is registered and licensed as an academic institution in Russia. Fellowship with the LCMS In July 2010, twelve years after the Siberian Lutherans first requested fellowship discussions with the LCMS, Bishop Lytkin sent a letter to then LCMS President-elect Rev. Matthew C. Harrison. In that letter, Lytkin wrote, “With your election and introduction in the office of the president, discussions between our church bodies concerning church fellowship will gain new momentum and will come to a proper conclusion.” The trip by LCMS officials in October was Harrison’s response to Lytkin’s letter. The LCMS delegation concurred that while differences in practice exist in some areas, there are no differences in the doctrine confessed. Full fellowship has been recommended. Of course, the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) is not the only Lutheran Church in Russia. The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is already in fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia (ELCIR), based in St. Petersburg. This church body has congregations that date back to the 1600s, but like the SELC has some ties to the Estonian Church. The other legally recognized Lutheran church in Russia is known as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia and Other States (abbreviated ELKRAS). ELKRAS is the largest Lutheran body in Russia but is not in fellowship with the LCMS or the other Lutheran churches in Russia. The Missouri Synod, with her two partner churches in Russia (ELCIR and SELC), has an opportunity to impact Lutheranism in Russia. A Lesson for Today? The story of Lutheranism in Russia is both heartbreaking and encouraging. In this story, we see how a church can be brought to the brink of extinction through persecution. Much more could be told! Stories of martyrdom and great faith abound—stories about Lutherans in the Baltics, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, St. Petersburg and other places. We also see how the Lord works life from death. The Lutheran Church in Russia today is not as “glorious” or impressive as it was under the Russian Empire, but she lives under the cross of Jesus. The Lord’s hand was at work, preserving His Church against the gates of hell, but doing it in such a way that we know the success of His Church does not depend on us. This history is a good reminder for us that what happened to Lutherans in Russia in the past could also, as unimaginable as it might be, happen to us. The story of Lutheranism in Russia ought to bring us to our knees in repentance, drive us to the cross of Jesus seeking His forgiveness, and encourage us in how the Lord preserves His Church here 36

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. on earth. Indeed, by the grace of God, “There be Lutherans” Siberia!

The Concordia Experience: The Lutheran



Difference

Thursday, December 30, 2010

From the January 2011 Reporter Insert You don’t have to be a trained theologian to understand how theology interacts with education and informs the way professors teach and students learn. But the effective application of theology in the learning process distinguishes one educational experience from another. That is important in the maturing life of college/university students. They will live what they learn! Our Concordia colleges/universities (10 across the country) are not Lutheran by accident but by choice. Before our forefathers built churches, they built school houses to provide for the ongoing education of their family members who would be the pastors, teachers, bakers, butchers, judges, council members, and leaders of their communities. They left us with a legacy that was built on the theology of the cross, which starts at the foot of the cross where Christ died for the sins of mankind; where Law and Gospel are appropriately applied; where the forgiveness of sins comes through the Word and Sacraments; where all Christians are called by God to a profession or vocation; and where faith and life intersect in our daily walk as disciples of our Savior. The mission of the colleges and universities of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is marked by transformation of people and communities. It is built on the foundation of the biblical message of salvation and footnoted by the highest levels of ethical conduct and a deep sense of building a better world. At our Concordias, faculty and students are engaged in a daily faith-life conversation and experience. Concordia students develop a strong set of values, leadership skills, Christian faith, commitment to community service, and a sense of purpose in life. Their daily experiences in a Lutheran college/university shape and imprint their perspective on teaching the faith and impacting lives in their communities. Lutheran theology emphasizes three important aspects of Christian beliefs. They are summarized from the Reformation as sola fide, sola gratia, and sola Scriptura. Lutherans believe, teach and confess that we are saved by faith in God’s gift of salvation and not by good works or activity on our part; that we receive salvation as a free gift from a loving and gracious God and not because of any merit in us; and that the Scriptures are the sole rule and norm for Christian theology. Education within this framework builds moral and spiritual qualities in the character of students who will serve in our churches and communities. Faith-life experiences within a Lutheran environment connect individuals to a life of faithful commitment to proclaim Jesus Christ as the Lord of Life! A supporter of Lutheran higher education shared an insight of the value of a Christian, Lutheran institution: “The Concordia University System is one of the most powerful and far-reaching tools the Lord of the Church has given the LCMS to take the Good News of life in Jesus Christ to a world desperately in need of hearing and believing in Him, through professional church workers and those trained for other services in our 37
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St. Louis Post Dispatch on the Call to Village,



Ladue - January 1

Saturday, January 01, 2011

Tim Townsend writes a nice piece on the call to Village, Ladue. Pastor H.

† Rev. James Linderman, former Texas District



President

Monday, January 03, 2011

Rev. James R. Linderman, former president of the LCMS Texas District, died Jan. 1 of lung cancer at his home in Austin, Texas. He was 75. The funeral service is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 5, at 10 a.m. at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Austin. Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 4, at Harrell Funeral Home, Austin. As first vice-president of the Texas District, Rev. Linderman became the district’s president in 2001, filling the vacancy of Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, who was elected LCMS president. Rev. Linderman served as district president until his retirement in 2006. “He was a man who definitely loved his Lord, he loved his family so, and he loved his country,” said his wife of 52 years, Jean He enjoyed playing golf, hunting, doing crossword puzzles, spending time at the family ranch and being with his family. As the son of an oil driller, Rev. Linderman traveled with his parents throughout the southeast Texas and Louisiana oil fields during his youth. When the family settled to farm and operate a ranch in west Texas, young Linderman attended a one-room school. He later completed elementary and high school in Eola, Texas. Rev. Linderman was a 1960 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and held a master’s degree from the University of Kansas in speech, communications and organization. He also was a graduate of the Basic and the Career U.S. Army Chaplain Schools; attended the Command and General Staff College in Fort Leavenworth, Kan.; and studied Chinese and Russian history and politics at Long Island University. 38

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Linderman served as assistant pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Houston (196062) before accepting a call to become an army chaplain. His 25-year chaplaincy career included assignments with the 82nd Airborne Division, where he logged 57 parachute jumps, and with the Green Berets in Vietnam. He also served chaplaincies in Germany and in Fort Hood, Texas. He has received numerous awards and decorations, including two Legion of Merit medals, and U.S. and Vietnamese Senior Parachute Wings. He retired from army chaplaincy in 1986 with the rank of colonel. Following that, he served as pastor of St. John Lutheran Church, Athens, Texas (1986-90), and then as pastor of Christ Lutheran Church, Austin. He retired from the ministry in 1998. Rev. Linderman has been a member of numerous Texas District task forces, committees, commissions, boards and study groups. He also served on the Board of Regents for Concordia University Texas, Austin, and more than six years as a member of the board of directors for Lutheran Social Services of the South, Austin. He received the Distinguished Alumnus Award from Concordia University, Austin, in 2002, and was the first recipient of the school’s Beto Christian Leadership Award, presented in 2006. In addition to his wife, Jean, Rev. Linderman is survived by two children -- Lisa (John) Curlee of Georgetown, Texas, and Jeffery (Paula) Linderman of Austin; four grandchildren -- Josh (Marisa) DeLong of Killeen, Texas; Justine DeLong of Schwertner, Texas; Kristin (Jerrod) Young of Oklahoma City, Okla.; and Quentin Curlee of Mustang, Okla.; and two great-grandchildren -- Christian DeLong and Collin Young. Memorials may be made to: • Linderman/Knippa Scholarship Fund, Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin TX 78726. • Lutheran Social Services of the South New Life Treatment Center, 8305 Cross Park Drive, Austin TX 78754. • Lutheran Foundation -- Jim and Jean Linderman Endowment Fund, 7900 East Highway 290, Austin TX 78724.

Chapel Sermon at the International Center



Concerning Predestination

Tuesday, January 04, 2011

Ephesians 1:3-14; Responsive Prayer 2; LSB 686 Pastor Collver 4 January 2011 I.N.I. 39

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Dear Friends in Christ, Do you remember waiting to hear your name called in school or on the playground to participate in an important event or to play on a team or in a game? Do you remember the agony of waiting to hear your name called? Do you remember the comfort and relief you felt when you heard, “I pick him.” “She was chosen to...” Imagine going to high school or college graduation not knowing if you would receive a diploma, but waiting in the audience to hear if your name would be called. As bad as these sorts of uncertainties are in our lives, how much worse it is to wonder and doubt if God has chosen you... how much worse to wonder if you are elect. Friends in Christ, your heavenly does not want you to be in doubt of your salvation. He wants you to have the comfort of knowing that he has called you by name in Holy Baptism. He wants you to know that you have been called, chosen, and elected from the foundation of the world to be his child. The appointed text for today deals with the doctrine of Predestination. It seems that many people regard the topic of Predestination as mysterious, complicated, and perhaps frightening. Yet our Lord and Savior Jesus himself teaches about predestination in the Gospels, particularly when he said, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” (John 15:16) In today’s reading, St. Paul writes to the Christians in Ephesus, “he chose you before the foundation of the world ... in love he predestined us.” The teaching about Predestination is intended for our instruction and for our comfort as Christians. It is, as Dr. Walther, the founder of the Missouri Synod said, “the golden thread that runs throughout the Scriptures.” Now I suspect that you have rarely or perhaps never heard a sermon about Predestination. When the people of God do not hear about the blessed doctrine of Predestination they are denied a couple of important truths. First, not hearing about the doctrine of Predestination creates the opportunity for our sinful flesh to arise and convince us that we somehow contributed to our salvation or chose to follow Jesus. As Jesus himself clearly told his disciples, “You did not choose me.” Yet we as sinful human beings, and particularly Americans who believe our destiny belongs to us, we do not like being confronted with the reality that we do not have free will in matters related to God. We do not have the free will to choose to follow Jesus. This teaching strikes against our pride and offends our reason. We want to think we can follow Jesus, rather than recognizing we are “lost and condemned creatures” who are dead in our sins. When you feel that you are more righteous or holy than another person, or when you think you are more deserving than another person, know that these thoughts are not from the Holy Spirit. Repent and seek forgiveness from your Savior. Second, not hearing about the doctrine of Predestination denies us of the tremendous comfort our Lord Jesus wants us to have in Him. Listen to the text again, “he chose us before the foundation of the world.” In eternity, before the Lord God created the heavens and the earth through His Almighty Word, your heavenly father chose you. This is the ultimate indicator that we did nothing to contribute to our salvation. Before the heavens and the earth existed, before there were atoms, molecules, or cells from which to form your body, the Lord God chose you. This, my friends, is pure, undeserved grace. Your heavenly Father chose you in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world. In your Baptism, the Lord God put His Name upon you and made you His own. There are many things in our lives that can make us doubt whether or not we have the favor of God. Perhaps, things are not unfolding in your life as you would hope. Perhaps, your life is riddled with sin and loneliness. You may be facing hardships and difficulties 40

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and wonder why you are afflicted with such things. Know that your Lord even predestined the sufferings and crosses in your life so that you may be conformed into the image of the crucified Son of God. Your Lord has promised to work all things for your good. In fact, even your hardships and sufferings are turned into a blessing for your ultimate good. You see, your Lord does not want you to doubt that he has chosen you when you face hardships. Know that He chose you and chose your sufferings for you so that nothing can ever take you from His hand. When you face suffering in this life and doubt about the favor the Lord has for you, seek comfort in the cross of Jesus. Seek comfort in the forgiveness of sins. Seek comfort in knowing that you are baptized and that the Lord has put his Holy Name upon you. Know that your heavenly Father has chosen you before the foundation of the world in Christ Jesus. Unlike waiting on the schoolyard playground, wondering if you will be chosen, if your name will be called. Your Lord Jesus has called you by Name and given you His Holy Spirit as the down payment, the guarantee of your inheritance in the Lord’s kingdom. Now we wait, not to find out if the Lord has chosen us, but we wait to realize what He has already given us in Christ Jesus. Take comfort in the promises of your Lord and in the forgiveness of your sins. Take comfort in the election and calling of your heavenly Father through Jesus Christ his Son. Go in peace. Amen. Walther’s Prayer, “Concerning Predestination,” Selected Sermons, CPH, 1981: 173. “Lord Jesus, You Son of the living God. You have come into this world to save sinners. Thanks, praise, glory and honor be to You today, on the day of Your gracious and saving birth, that You not only came into the world to save us poor sinners, but also that You as the Good Shepherd followed us, who all like sheep have gone astray, called us to Yourself through the shepherd’s voice of Your sweet Gospel, brought us to faith in You, and also preserved us in the same until today. Oh, how in time and eternity can we sufficiently thank You for this? We did not seek You, but You sought us; we did not come to You, but You came to us. How have we deserved it that You had mercy upon us rather than millions of others? Ah, it is Your undeserved grace alone that we have to thank for this. You saw us lying in the blood of our sins, and behold, Your heart broke, and You said to us: ‘You shall live!’ Oh, Lord Jesus, You today once gave Yourself for us; today we give ourselves to You. Here is our heart. Take it, cleanse and adorn it for Yourself as Your dwelling and rule in it until our death. For this, with all angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, thrones and dominions, with all blessed and chosen ones, we will in heaven give You thanks, glory, praise, and honor through all eternity. Amen.”



Blessed Epiphany and New Year

Tuesday, January 04, 2011
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What On Earth Is God Up To?



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Monday, January 10, 2011

Has that question ever crossed your mind listening to the news? We know that Jesus is Lord of all for the sake of His Church and that nothing will happen outside of what He allows. Evil cannot have free reign, no matter what things look like. God is in control. The problem is, it doesn’t always look that way. Perhaps more to the point, what is God up to in your life? Your congregation or school? What does the new year of 2011 look like for you? What will it bring? What’s going on in your personal life and family? Is there a plan? Does God know what He’s doing? We are tempted to ask, especially when everything is cloudy for us. To find out God’s ultimate plan, of course, we have to turn to His Word. That’s the place where He lets us in on what He is really “up to.” Just after Christmas, in my church we read from Ephesians 1. Here are verses 9-10 (my translation, with comments): “(He has) made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose which He put forward in Him (Christ), as a plan (an economy, a way of working things out) for the fullness of times, (a plan) to re-head all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth, in Him.” What impresses us here? Three times in these two verses Paul uses his favorite phrase in Ephesians 1 – “in Him” or “in Christ.” God’s plans are always centered in Christ. His purpose is “put forward” only in Christ. Without Christ crucified and raised from the dead we cannot see or understand what God is up to. Secondly, in Christ God reveals to us His ultimate goal, what He is really after, no matter what else we talk about. God is in the process of re-heading all things in Christ. If you say, “Wow, that’s cosmic!” You’re right. The NIV translates this verse, “to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one Head, even Christ.” (1:10b). All things means the whole cosmos, everything that exists. “To bring together under one Head” literally means, “to put the head on again.” There was a time, you see, when the whole creation knew and lived under its Head. All things were perfect and the whole universe showed Christ as Head. “He is before all things and in Him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). Then sin entered in and the world lost its Head and began running around like the proverbial “chicken with its head cut off.” There’s a graphic picture for the world without Christ: running franticly perhaps, but having no real direction (no head) and as good as dead (the life-blood spurting from the headless neck while the unfortunate creature runs aimlessly for a minute or so – excuse me for indulging you in my adolescent memory of butchering chickens with my brother). Running aimlessly, as good as dead – what’s God’s plan to deal with this? What is God up to now? God aims to put the head on again! To re-head all things in Christ. How? He gave Christ into death for us, gave Him up for us on the cross where He took all our sin and evil. He raised Him to life, and with Him raised also us. He now gives us His Word to bring life and to reunite us with Christ, our Head. 42

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. And THAT is what God is up to in your life, your school, your church, when you hear, read, ponder, study, pray and teach His Word. Cosmic? Yes, beyond your imagination. When a child grows in faith, when anyone is baptized, when people hear the Word of God and take it to heart, when they receive His Body and Blood – it’s a cosmic event! God is re-heading all things in Christ! God is giving Christ as Head for YOU. But when God unites you with Christ, He also unites you and me with everyone else who believes and is baptized into Christ. We have a life together in Christ. From that life we are called to be a witness to everything God has done to unite us with Christ and with each other. And with Christ as our Head, together we reach out in mercy to a dying world so that we bear witness to this eternal plan of God. So, no matter what else appears to be going on, take heart in this. God has given you the privilege of being part of His cosmic plan. You have your life from Christ, He is our Head. You are part of God’s purpose to bring life to many more, to unite “all things, things in heaven and things on earth,” in Christ. And there you have it! Witness, mercy and life together in Christ for a new year! That’s what God is “up to” here on earth, and in heaven above. A blessed 2011 to one and all! Pastor Mueller



God’s Final Answer When We Ask: Why?

Wednesday, January 12, 2011

We believe that God is both almighty and that He is good. He created all things and we look to Him for every blessing. It all comes from God and God alone. That’s what we confess in the Apostles Creed when we say, “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” Well, if God is both all powerful and completely good, goes the atheist’s objection, why is the world He created full of suffering? Yes, we know that suffering comes from our sinful condition and is part of this fallen world, but our answer needs to say more. Could not God have created a world in which evil and suffering were impossible? Actually, speculating as to what God might have done, or what kind of universe He might have created, is just not fruitful. The universe God did create is the only one we know. In the movie Bruce Almighty, if I remember correctly, God “allows” a man named Bruce to have all power. For a while Bruce enjoys walking on water, doing miracles, etc. But then the prayers start pouring in (all by email!). At first, Bruce answers them all individually, but after a while he gets tired and just starts answering them all with “yes.” As a result, the world quickly begins to break down in chaos (as I remember the movie). When the laws of physics start collapsing, God intervenes and takes back control – thankfully! Why is there suffering? God is not the cause of evil, but here’s the key. The world is full of conflicting wants, needs and demands, all by people who are sinfully turned in on themselves. It’s a condition from which we cannot free ourselves. 43

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. When we ask God, why am I suffering? we are usually protesting that we don’t deserve the treatment we think we are receiving. We don’t like to admit that we are part of the problem and that the evil we deplore runs right through each of us. Ah, there’s the rub. Evil is not just out there, it’s in here, in my heart and yours. That’s what we have to confess when we are honest with God. But what does God do about evil and suffering? He comes. He does not give a three part, logical, reasoned out answer. God comes Himself. That’s what we believe when we confess with St. Paul, “I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). There is no greater revelation of God in our suffering world than this: God Himself up there in Christ hanging dead on the cross. There God in Jesus went to the bottom of all that ails us, all the sin that kills us. It killed Him, too, but not for long. He lived again, rising from the dead in wonderful, amazing victory. God’s only answer to our question why? is the death and resurrection of Jesus. So then, also for us, the way to life is through death and resurrection. When we believers in Jesus suffer, we can remember that the pain is only a reminder that one day we will turn in this present mortal body, corrupted by sin as it is, and receive from the Lord Jesus a brand new body. “This perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality ... thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:53, 57). And when the Spirit of God working through God’s Law reveals to us the depths of our sin, He calls us to repent, that is, to be honest with God about our condition and to die to sin so that God may forgive us and raise us to life. This daily dying begins with our Baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection, continues life-long with confession and forgiveness, until we die for the last time and Jesus raises us to life forever (see Romans 6:1-11). Apart from the cross of Christ, suffering is an unrelenting evil, but in the hand of God, and remembering the cross of Jesus, can we see our suffering as a tool in God’s hand to strip you and me of the things that don’t matter? So that we concentrate all the more on what He has done for us? On what He has in store for our future? On the things that DO matter? “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). Oh, I know we still cry out. It still hurts. The pain and grief, both physical and emotional, can seem unbearable at times. But when we cry out, we are crying to the One who knows our condition. “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). We look to Him because He will give us His victory, whether now or later. There’s my answer, and I’m sticking to it! I’m going to hold onto His Word, receive His body and blood, remember His death and resurrection, and hear His promise, “Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:19). This is the greatest thing our almighty creating Father ever did: to send, in eternal love, His one and only Son for us. JESUS is God’s final answer for us. In Him God’s Spirit now calls those who follow Him to reach out in mercy for all who are suffering. This mercy 44

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. grows from Jesus giving us a life together through His body and blood given and shed for us. Alive in His name now and forever, we bear witness to all He has done for us by His suffering, death and resurrection. Witness, mercy, life together – all from God’s final answer, in Jesus!



Fun in Fargo

Thursday, January 13, 2011

Today and tomorrow, President Harrison is speaking on Witness, Mercy, and Life Together at a theological conference for pastors and laity, jointly sponsored by the North Dakota and Minnesota North Districts of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Nearly 300 were in attendance at this evening's banquet.



Haiti . . . One Year Later

Thursday, January 13, 2011

Check out the wonderful story on LCMS work in Haiti, one year later.
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Our “Life Together”

Friday, January 14, 2011

The Word of God And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment (1 Corinthians 1:9-10). I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are allpartakers withme of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel (Philippians 1:3-7). ...and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised (Galatians 2:9). The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). In Greek “Koine” means something “common.” “Koinonia” is the Greek word that describes the act of holding things in common. “Koinonia” is usually done into English with the words “fellowship,” “partnership,” “communion” or “participation,” depending on the context, as in the Scriptures cited above. In the broadest sense, we have “koinonia” with all who are in Christ by faith, living or dead, as we confess, “I believe in ... the communion of saints.” When we speak of our unity in Christ, we “believe one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church,” for there is but one Christ, “one body and one Spirit... one hope... one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all...” (Ephesians 4:4-6, selected portions). This one body of Christ is not The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, but encompasses all believers in Christ. Where does one find these believers in Christ? Our confessions tell us we will find them wherever the Word of God is proclaimed and the sacraments are given out according to Christ’s institution. It is interesting, is it not, that in each of the passages listed above, when the word “koinonia” is used, what we Lutherans call the means of grace (God’s Word and Sacraments in Christ) are quite often also in view. So in our understanding of Scripture, “Koinonia” is not something we achieve by our efforts, but fellowship is given by Christ, given where He gives all His gifts, namely, in the pure preaching of the Gospel and the right administration of the Sacraments. These are the Church’s identifying marks, and the true source of our fellowship in Christ. Unity, Concord and Harmony 46

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Task Force for Synodical Harmony identified three important aspects of our life together that needed clear definition: unity, concord and harmony. We observe here that our “life together” in the Gospel includes all three. Here’s how the Task Force summarized them: Unity: The oneness that all believers in Christ have with each other through Spirit-given faith in Jesus created through the means of grace. “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 4:4). This unity cannot be seen by human eyes, but we confess it by faith: “I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church” (Nicene Creed). Concord: The oneness that believers in Christ seek to manifest and express in their confession of the Gospel and “all its articles” (FC SD X, 31). The church’s unity as confessed in the Creed is a “given.” Concord in doctrine and confession is a goal that we “strive to maintain” (Ephesians 4:3) by God’s grace on the basis of his Word. St. Paul urges the Christians at Corinth—and us—to speak the same thing, to avoid divisions, and to be perfectly united in the same mind and judgment (1 Corinthians 1:10-11). The Book of Concord sets forth what we in the LCMS continue to affirm without qualification as a “single, universally accepted, certain, and common form of doctrine,” drawn from the Word of God, that bears faithful witness to the oneness of doctrine and confession that serves as the basis for true concord in the church. Harmony: The oneness that believers in Christ seek to manifest and express in their life together as God’s people. Paul urges those who are united in Christ and who seek to manifest that unity through concord in doctrine and confession to be eager to maintain this unity “in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). He reminds the Christians at Corinth that Christ-like attitudes and behavior are crucial to their efforts to maintain doctrinal concord (1 Corinthians 13). Above all, says Paul in Colossians, “put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (Col. 3:14). “Paul urges that there be love in the church to preserve harmony...lest the church disintegrate into various schisms and lest enmities, factions and heresies arise from such schisms” (Ap. IV, 232). In summary, unity focuses on our oneness with Christians everywhere by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Concord focuses on our oneness in doctrine and practice. Harmony focuses our life together in Christ to be characterized by Christ-like attitudes, particularly love. (Task Force for Synodical Harmony Report to the Board of Directors and Council of Presidents of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, pp. 1-2.) Why A "Koinonia Project"? In light of these definitions, one of the goals we have in our “life together” as a Synod (developing the three-fold theme of witness, mercy and life together) is to seek, by God’s grace and Spirit in His Word, a greater sense of unity and concord in our Synod under the Word of God for the sake of our witness before the world. We pray that this will also help us toward a greater sense of harmony. There is no denying that we have several areas of disagreement and unresolved problems that plague our life together: questions of worship forms, communion practice, fellowship, church and ministry issues, to name the most obvious. Some would say the differences are usually only matters of practice, yet theology and practice cannot be separated. A pastor’s teaching will be reflected in his practice and a pastor’s practice is his theology in action. There may be varieties of practice that can carry the true teaching (adiaphora), but there are also practices that will negate the true doctrine. 47

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. We need to recognize as well that our internal fellowship is stressed and polarized not only by disagreements in theology and practice, but also by the resultant political movements and accompanying sinful personal behaviors.1 For years we have sought to solve theological problems by political means (voting), but this has only perpetuated the polarization to the point that, in the eyes of some, we are a Synod not in fellowship with itself. Others see our Synod as a collection of “aggrieved minorities,” each looking to grab what it can, whenever it can. And the relative anonymity of the internet makes it easy to write in the blogosphere things about people we would probably never say in person. In contrast, spiritual health and life, unity, concord and harmony come when God, in mercy, works repentance, forgives sinful attitudes in the blood of Jesus, and gives faith, reconciliation and concord, all through His Word. We need to learn again how to deal with one another in terms of Christ and Him crucified and do the hard theological work to help each other hear the Word clearly so that our thinking, speaking and practice are more unified under the Word of God. In essence, then, the true goal of any “Koinonia Project” is repentance and renewal of faith together by means of the Word of God. That is why this effort cannot become a political process, that is, something determined by close convention votes with winners and losers, but must remain a spiritual and theological movement. Faithful teaching, faithful practice, mutual repentance and forgiveness for the sake of Christ will only be God’s work among us. Our confessions tell us... God is extravagantly rich in His grace: first, through the spoken word, in which the forgiveness of sin is preached to the whole world (which is the proper function of the gospel); second, through baptism; third, through the holy Sacrament of the Altar; fourth, through the power of the keys and also through the mutual conversation and consolation of brothers and sisters” (SA III, IV).2 In other words, we are called to believe God is at work in our midst through His Word of Law and Gospel to draw us to Himself, not separately, but together in His “koinonia.” All of us constantly need the daily change of heart God works through repentance and faith. The problem belongs to all of us. None of us is exempt. We are each, every last one of us, called to examine our actions and attitudes toward one another so that we confess our sins, trust God’s promise and speak forgiveness to one another. Repentance and forgiveness will give us what we need for our life together so that we address our theological issues by a thorough process under the Word of God where we come to clear agreement on 1) the points at issue, 2) what we confess together, 3) what we reject and 4) what we will therefore do together, on the basis of Scripture and our confessions. Material produced in this manner then needs to be studied and worked on together throughout the Synod over and over again so that the Word of God has its way with us in our life together, our witness to Christ and our service for the world. The effort to do so we have chosen to call “The Koinonia Project” because we pray God will build and strengthen our unity in the Word of God and our fellowship, our “koinonia” together. Watch this space and others for more information (we know there is not much detail here – yet!) on the “Koinonia Project” as it will be developed through the President’s Office with the CTCR, the COP, the Seminaries and many others in future months. This is a long term project for which, we pray, this piece has only whetted your appetite! God’s peace to you in Jesus! 48

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. — Rev. Herbert C. Mueller Jr. _____________________ 1 The Task Force for Synodical Harmony gave a preliminary report in the 2010 Synod Convention Workbook, pp. 74ff. In that report and in their report to the COP and BOD cited above, they identified seven aspects of disharmony in the Synod: 1) Inability to deal with diversity; 2) A lack of civility; 3) A politicized culture; 4) Primarily a clergy problem; 5) Poor communication across “party lines”; 6) Lack of accountability; and 7) Distrust. We note here that these are, for the most part spiritual problems – sins – that can be addressed only by repentance and forgiveness. 2 Kolb and Wengert, p. 319, emphasis added.



CTS Symposia 2011

Friday, January 21, 2011

President Harrison spent some wonderful days on the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary--Fort Wayne, Indiana. He preached in chapel and served as banquet speaker on Thursday, delivering a beautiful and moving tribute to the ministry and faithfulness of retiring CTS president Dean O. Wenthe. Some 650 attendees heard some wonderful presentations on a variety of exegetical topics, as well as the theme: "C.F.W. Walther: His Times, His Theology, and His Impact." The new library structure is taking shape--a beautiful complement to Eero Saarinen's spectacular campus design. 49

Witness, Mercy, Life Together.



Uncle Harold

Monday, January 24, 2011

I learned last week that my Uncle Harold died. The "old people's friend," pneumonia, had ended his life. He departed quietly, in the same manner as he entered this world and lived his 88 years. A generation or two of time will likely erase his memory, captured by three quiet paragraphs in his obituary: Harold was an active and faithful member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Bonduel. He worked at local cheese factories until 1953 when Harold and [his wife] Connie purchased a farm located by White Clay Lake. From 1960 to 1976 he also worked for Gabes Construction, a natural gas pipeline construction company. After he retired from Gabes, he and Connie continued to farm until 1986 when their barn was destroyed by fire. They continued to live on the farm while renting out the land. During this period of his life he worked as a handyman in the area. In 2007 he moved to Meadow View in Bonduel and on Nov. 3, 2010, he moved to Birch Hill Care Center in Shawano. Harold enjoyed traveling, playing dartball, and playing cards with his friends, his grandchildren, and great-grandchild. Uncle Harold was a good man, quiet and unassuming, one of the “meek” of whom Jesus spoke in His beatitude (Matt. 5:5). He probably never held a copy of the Book of Concord in his hands. He would have listened with interest but probably not participated in a discussion of Law and Gospel or the two natures of Christ. He was just “an active and faithful member” who will now receive that “crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge” (2 Tim. 4:8) will award him on Judgment Day. I mention Uncle Harold as a tribute to all of the “active and faithful members” of our Lord’s church on earth who await “that day,” who have “fought the good fight,” who have pretty much “finished the course,” who have throughout the ups and downs of life “kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). I mention Uncle Harold to call them to mind while they finish their course, who would surely be encouraged by a pastoral visit this week or a hand of Schafskopf with a friend. Ray Hartwig
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A Quick Greeting from Matt Harrison and John Nunes from Baltimore



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Movie on 2011-01-25 at 08.59



Lutheran Study Bible "Pocket Edition"

Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Ok, so you have to have a big pocket... but this little version is really super. Ya the type is small, but it's readable. This is the greatest study bible ever produced in English, and now in the smallest package. Kudos to CPH! Pastor H.



On the Rooftop with LMI

Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Movie on



March for Life Ignored Again

Saturday, January 29, 2011



This letter from President Harrison appeared in the

Friday, January 28, 2011

issue of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Ignored again On Monday, hundreds of thousands of people from all over the country , including many from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod , gathered in Washington, D.C., to stand up for 51

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. unborn children and the sanctity of life during the 38th annual March For Life. Sadly, many people are unaware that this event even occurred. The march, despite the impressive crowd it drew, largely was ignored by many in the mainstream media. In the years since the U.S. Supreme Court tragically legalized abortion through its Roe v. Wade decision, the message that human life is sacred and valued has become almost background noise for many. How can that be? How can we ignore the fact that an estimated 52 million babies have been aborted since 1973? The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, with its 6,200 congregations across the country, has a vast array of Lutheran agencies and partners that care for the neediest, providing adoption and foster care, senior care, care for the developmentally disabled, etc., both domestically and internationally. We shall continue this ministry of mercy, along with Christians the world over, even as we weep and pray by the tomb of the American conscience, until it rises again. The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison • Kirkwood President, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod



On the Side of Life

Monday, January 31, 2011

By now you have more than likely seen or heard of the study recently out in the New England Journal of Medicine seeking to show that women who have had abortions have no more psychological problems than other women who are pregnant. This article, by Danish researchers who followed a number of women who gave birth along with a number who had abortions, will probably be used by the pro-abortion folks to say, “See, it’s no big deal. You can have an abortion with no real consequences. The pro-life people are lying to you.” For another perspective on this, go to an article by Dr. Priscilla Coleman at www.LifeNews.com. Dr. Coleman, a Professor of Human Development and Family Studies at Bowling Green State University, shows that not only is the Danish study biased, but she cites at least 35 recent studies that do show a definite link between abortion and increased threats to mental health. Check it out. But while the scientists fight it out, if you are interested, go talk with any pastor with a little experience. More than likely he has dealt with women who have had abortions or are struggling with the question of abortion. In reviewing my own pastoral work, without breaking the confessional seal, I can personally attest to this. The problems are numerous and long lasting. After all, no matter how you spin it, an abortion is the death of a defenseless human being. No amount of cover up or ideological fulminations can change or soften that. The scourge of abortion, however, is just one facet of our culture’s fascination with death. “If it bleeds, it leads,” goes the saying in news rooms. Blood, death and scandal sell. What’s the death toll? We ask. Nine people dead in Kabul from a bombing by the Taliban. (Of course, it’s too “politically incorrect” to ask what is the death toll for abortion!) Let a famous person be shot, say a congresswoman along with a bunch of others, and the 52

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. topic takes on a life of its own on the talk shows. Will the perpetrator get the death penalty? If so, what will that solve? Yes, this “culture of death” (as Pope John Paul II called our society) even holds out death as a solution to problems – euthanasia, the death penalty, and especially abortion, are actions people think will take care of a problem. But when you really think about it, no death solves anything. It’s always ultimately a sign of a deeper issue, our estrangement from the God of Life (indeed, one big issue for a woman post-abortion is the question, “how can God love me now, after I’ve done this?”). Our God lays out in His Word the way of life for us. Yet human beings in their sin choose to go their own way. We want what we want, not what God wants. And often what we want will come only at the expense of another. There’s the reason we die. There’s the reason we attempt to make death a solution. In the midst of all this talk about death, Jesus has planted His church as a sign of life! Life here and life forever! We proclaim Him as the one who bled and died for us and rose again in victory over death. If you look into the tomb of every other religious leader, you will find nothing but bones and dust. Looking into the tomb of Jesus, they found nothing but some grave clothes. There was no body there, because Jesus lives! “‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’” the angels asked the women. “‘Remember how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise.’ And they remembered his words...” (Luke 24:5-8). What the world sees as final, God has turned inside out. What our culture considers the end, in the hands of Jesus, becomes a new beginning. It is counter to everything we normally expect. When all is said and done, the only thing we have to give to God is our death. But in the cross of Jesus, God Himself received our death, and in the resurrection of Jesus, God Himself reverses the rule of death. Now when we are baptized, the Spirit of God unites us with Jesus in His death and resurrection. That’s why, when you confess your sins, even the sin of abortion, you are bringing to God your death, but in the absolution, in the forgiveness of sins by His blood, Jesus gives you new life in place of your death. Christ has destroyed death, our destroyer. “This is the will of my Father,” Jesus said, “that every one who sees the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40). The whole world is headed for death, but Jesus promises life and the resurrection of our bodies. It is as if Jesus were to say, “Here, give me your death because in return I give you my life. Let me have even THAT sin,” says Jesus to the person wondering how God can love her, “for I have already taken it to my cross.” When you receive the body and blood of Jesus in His Supper, this is also the sure sign of this resurrection life Jesus gives, “for as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). It takes faith to see it, but it’s there! Jesus promised! Because He lives, I pray our churches can be sure signs of life in the midst of death, signs of the resurrection, signs of the mercy of Christ, signs of eternal hope for all. I pray 53

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. that we speak loudly for life. I pray we are the arms of Christ’s love and care for people so desperate they are considering something as terrible as abortion. Much more can be said here, but baptized into Christ we are called to do everything possible to be sign posts for life – pointing always to the life that God gives in Jesus. Jesus lives now, calling each of us to follow Him, and to believe that, in Him, despite all the evidence of death, we shall live also! By that life, He sends us into a world of death, to be On the Side of Life! + Herbert Mueller First Vice President



Is 2012 the Year?

Wednesday, February 02, 2011

Surfing the cable channels somewhere, I came across a strange prediction. (Maybe you’ve heard this, maybe not.) It seems that there are those who interpret writings of the great physicist, Sir Isaac Newton, to predict that the world will somehow come to an end in 2012. I had never heard this before, but it reminded me of the group that was predicting the end of the world in 1988. When that didn’t happen, they came back with a tract listing “89 Reasons Christ Will Return in 1989.” Of course, that didn’t happen either. But will the world come to an end in 2012? Only God knows – and it could be sooner, too – like tomorrow, or 2020, or 2250, or whenever. We believers are called to be ready at any time and, in the meantime, we are called to proclaim the Word of God. In fact, whatever the situation we face, our primary calling is to bring the saving Word of God to people. Even if the world is about to end, what people need most is God’s Word of Law and Gospel. There is no other way of salvation. These words are often read at ordinations and installations: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; beprepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction” (2 Timothy 4:1-2). Note that the charge is given “in view of” Christ’s appearing! And this passage comes directly after Paul had written to Timothy: “From infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus...” (2 Timothy 3:15). Only the Word of God can prepare us for the end, whenever it may be. Only the Word of God brings salvation in Christ Jesus. So... even if they are right about Isaac Newton, preach the Word! Whether people are ready to hear it or not, we have one thing to give: salvation in Christ through His Word. But this thought applies in all kinds of other situations as well. What if the Middle East explodes in war because of the unrest in Egypt and other countries? Preach the Word of God’s Law and Gospel! What if the wars in Afghanistan 54

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and Iraq go on and on? Preach the Word... And if there is some other great calamity? In view of Christ’s appearing and His kingdom, you know the answer. What about our congregations? We are engaged in witness, mercy and life together, day in and day out, week in and week out, no matter what. We bear witness to Christ, reach out with His mercy and compassion, and seek to live together in peace, moved by the Word that points to Christ. That’s why we are called to preach, teach, study, speak, and tell the Word of God, in season and out. God makes disciples when the church baptizes people into the triune name and teaches them to hold onto all that Christ has commanded. Thereby God’s Spirit brings us into the worship of the Holy Trinity, the only worship that gives life. Who would draw us away from this task? Only the devil, the world and our flesh, because the devil knows the power for salvation is in the Word of God. So... whatever happens in 2011, 2012 or whenever, we are called to “preach the Word...” For in the Word of God there is life. Jesus said, “The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:63). His promise: “Your sin is forgiven you, go in peace.” His Word: “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16). And His Word again: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live also” (John 14:18-19). We could go on and on with the Scriptures. The Word simply brings life. Whatever is going to happen in the world can only bring death. But in the Word of Jesus there is life. May God richly bless you as you bring that Word of Life, in season and out, because some will hear – and live! + Herbert Mueller



WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?

Friday, February 04, 2011

“What do you expect?” The question can mean many things. When people complain how another person has treated them, we might mumble, “What do you expect? He’s always been that way!” When we already have a poor opinion of someone and that person fails us once again, “What do you expect!” is our cry of exasperation. Asked in a cynical way, “What do you expect?” becomes quite a negative put-down. But that’s NOT how we’re asking the question here. What do you expect... of God? What do you look for when you teach or read His Word? What will God do? What should we expect? Well, let’s look at His promises. What has He said He will do? Here’s a familiar one: “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and return not thither but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11). 55

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Make no mistake about it, God’s Word is going to do what God wants it to do. But it will be on God’s timetable, not ours. Here’s another: “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith we preach); because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved... For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:8,9,13) Everyone. This also means you! And everyone who confesses Christ as a result of your witness to Christ. Now for one that even the disciples found hard to believe. Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, you have no life in you.” (John 6:53). Where do you expect to find that flesh and blood today? Where does Jesus give life today? He promised: “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven... For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:18,20) And again, “Take eat, this is my body... this is my blood of the new testament, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26,28) And once more, the Bible promises, “We were buried therefore with Christ by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4). Here it is! When we bring one another the word of Christ’s forgiveness, it is Christ Himself speaking that word! When we were baptized, God united us with Christ. When we receive Christ’s body and blood, He forgives, renews, restores, gives life! Check out this promise: “You have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding Word of God; for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord abides forever.’ That word is the good news which was preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:23-25). What abides forever is the Word, which includes the whole thing that God does in Jesus Christ to save you, the whole thing that now comes to you in this Word. What are you expecting God’s Word to do through your witness for Christ? “Oh, pastor, we’ve tried that before...” If I had a dollar for every time I’ve heard that... Could it be that our witness is weak because we doubt that God is really going to do anything anyway? Or because we become discouraged when God does not work on our time table? God does have His own time table, as we say in the Augsburg Confession, “through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit, when and where he pleases.” (Tappert, p. 31). But what God calls US to do is simply to speak His Word of Law and Promise fully expecting God to back it up and bring results on His time table. So do look for results from your witness! Do look for the fruits. Do expect God to be faithful to His promises! Do spread the seed of His Word liberally (i.e., all over the place!), for the Word of God will do what God wants it to do. + Herbert Mueller 56
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Group Arrived In Kenya

Monday, February 07, 2011

After nearly 16 hours on two planes with 4 hours of layovers, a group from the LCMS arrived in Nairobi, Kenya. Archbishop Obare and Rev. David Chuchu greeted us at the airport. The group includes Rev. Dr. Donald Fondow, President of the Minnesota North DIstrict, Rev. Dr. James Baneck, President of the North Dakota District, Rev. Jamison Hardy, Vice President of the English District, Jim Wolf, Director of Concordia Lutheran Ministries in Cabot, Pennsylvania and the great-great grandson of Dr. C.F.W. Walther, Rev. Bernie Seter, Chairman of the Board for International Mission, Roger Weinlaeder coordinator for Project 24, and Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations. The District Presidents came on the trip to discover how their districts can partner with the LCMS in mission efforts in Kenya. Rev. Bernie Seter, chair of the BIM, said, "It is wonderful to see partnerships develop and the kingdom of God extended." Jim Wolf came to Kenya as a representative of Concordia Lutheran Ministries to monitor the 1001 Orphans Project and to see where other partnerships could be formed. The 1001 Orphan Project focuses on providing care for orphans in need. Project 24 focuses on the bricks and mortar for Orphans. In the car from the airport, Archbishop Obare mentioned that there has been a draught in northern Kenya, and that there are many Lutherans literally starving. He mentioned that several of his pastors are near starvation, and that he does what he can to help, primarily praying that the Lord provide relief to his servants and to his people. Over the coming days, check back for more updates. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations - Assistant to the President

57

Witness, Mercy, Life Together.



Update from ELCK Office in Nairobi

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Tuesday, February 8, 2011

Today (2/8/11) we went to the ELCK headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. Bishop Obare and Rev. David Chuchu gave us an update on projects between the ELCK and the LCMS, especially 1001 Orphans and Project 24. Currently, the ELCK is caring for slightly more than 1000 orphans with the assistance of the LCMS. When people in America hear of an orphanage, the image is of children in an institutional setting. Yet this is not the "orphan" program in Kenya. The children remain connected to their family. The 1001 Orphans program works more like a boarding school. The children are provided with shelter, meals, Lutheran catechesis, and education either through the Kenyan public school system or by the church itself. On breaks every two or three months, the children stay with their families or extended families. Then after break the children return to the orphan program. Such an arrangement resembles a boarding school and is not uncommon for children in Kenya. Pastor David Chuchu provided an update about the draught in Kenya. Many people including members of the ELCK and some pastors are facing starvation. However I was unable to upload the video. Here is Luther Plaza, the headquarters of the ELCK. The building wad built with the help of LCEF. The church has offices, a hall, and a cathedral. The remaining space is rented out and used to reply the LCEF loan. A great example of entreprenialship. ELCK Cathedral We also met with LCMS mission personnel in Nairobi and shared lunch, some of the best pizza we have had overseas. Tomorrow (2/9/11) we head to Mombassa. 58
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Breakfast with Obare and Update on Drought

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Wednesday, February 9, 2011

This morning in Mombasa, we had breakfast at the hotel before going out to see other orphan sites. We discussed some of the work in Kenya. He began to explain to me how the ELCK is organized and how the Central Diocese is larger than all the other dioceses put together. The projects we have seen are in the Central Diocese but from Nairobi, the one we saw yesterday involved a 10 hour car ride. Today, we will fly 2 hours to the North. The point is that there is a lot of territory in the Central Diocese and the projects go from Nairobi to the furthest reaches of the territory. He also explained how in Kenya it is very possible for a person to never have heard about Jesus. He told a story about a Masai man who had five wives, one hundred children and several grandchildren. He said that there are currently 40 ELCK congregations among the Masai and how 200 or 300 people will gather to hear the Word of God. In the case of the Masai man who had 100 children, the man heard the Word and converted, that day 108 people were baptized. In the video above, Pastor David Chuchu gives an update on the drought affecting Lutheran congregations and pastors in Kenya. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



1001 Orphan and Project 24 Update

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Wednesday, February 9, 2011

In this video, Pastor David Chuchu of the ELCK provides an update to the 1001 Orphan Project.

To Donate to 1001 Orphans click here In the next video, Rev. Bernie Seter, chairman of the Board for International Mission, provides an update on Project 24. More information on Project 24 can be found here Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



Ukunda and Wema Update

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Here is an update from a Project 24 and 1001 Orphans. The Ukanda Project 24 site is pictured here. This site should be fully operational by April 2011. Currently, a few children are living here. 60

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Project 24 focuses on bricks and mortar, building the rescue centers. It is a partnership with LCMS. Pastor Jamison Hardy and Jim Wolf from Concordia Lutheran Ministries, sponsors of 1001 Orphans stand near a well funded in part by CLM people. 61

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. After visiting Ukanda, we went to Wema station where 21 children, who are sponsored by 1001 Orphans stay. The Wema station is within 10 miles of the Indian Ocean near Mombasa. The area has a high Muslim population. One of the pastors who serves in this area had been born a Moslem and after he converted to Christianity suffered repeated beatings and nearly died. Now he serves as a Lutheran pastor. On the Wena compound is a Lutheran church that the children attend. Pictured on the calk board is the Ten Commandments. Bernie Seter, chair of the Board for International Mission, stands with Evangelist Emmanuel. The pulpit at the church in Wema. 62

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. District Presidents Jim Baneck and Don Fondow stand with Bernie Seter and Emmanuel. View out of the church's front door. There is no electricity or running water. Water is manually pumped and carried up the hill. The generator that powered the pump has broken so the small plot cannot be irrigated for the crops. A small chicken coop also sits on the site. The rooster seemed alarmed that I would approach the coop. Now we are off to the airport to travel to Eldoret located in the northwestern part of Kenya. Will update as the Internet is available. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. 63
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Udom Chepareria Rescue Center

Friday, February 11, 2011

The Udom Chepareria Rescue Center is a partnership between the ELCK and the LCMS, including 1001 Orphans, Project 24, LCMS WR-HC, and Concordia Lutheran Ministries. Currently, the center has about 62 children in the program with the capacity for 30 more children. This center is located about 2 1/2 hours away from Eldoret. Collver with Bishop William Lopeta, Bishop of the Northwest Diocese. Unfortunately, I did not make the dedication in April due to the volcano in Iceland. Evangelist Wilson said that it is the task of Christ's church to care for the entire person, both the body and the soul. This rescue center takes care of the material needs of the body, food and shelter, and Christian education consisting of the Bible and Small 64

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Catechism along with church attendance. A church that will hold about 800 people is being constructed on the site of the center. Concordia Lutheran Ministries donated motor bikes to the deaconesses so that they can visit the children more easily. Deaconess Grace (pictured here) travels more than 200 kilometers to see the children assigned to her. The motor bike will make her job much easier as she no longer has to rely on public transportation. The deaconess symbol for the ELCK has the Luther Rose on it. 65

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Districts President Fondow and James Baneck are pictured with Bishop Lopeta and Archbishop Obare. I hope to post more about the Udom Chepareria Rescue Center with video later once a faster Internet connection can be found. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



Udom Rescue Center Part 2 and Lake Victoria

Saturday, February 12, 2011

Friday, February 11, 2011

The children at the Udom Chepareria Rescue Center gave us a warm greeting of song when we arrived after a 2 1/2 hour drive from Eldoret. The Udom Rescue Center is in the territory of the Pokot Tribe. In Kenya, Christianity among the tribes has expressed itself primarily as Anglicanism or Roman Catholicism. In the Pokot Tribe, the majority of the Christians are Lutheran. In fact, the Anglicans and the Roman Catholics look to the Lutherans for social care, etc. Bishop William Lopeta oversees the pastors in the North West Diocese. The singing went on for almost an hour. The children then began to sing, "I Love You 66

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Jesus." The view from the Udom Rescue Center is gorgeous. Here is a view of the new dinning hall. After visiting the Udom Rescue Center, we drove for 6 hours to Kisumu. Today, we will visit sites around Kisumu including the first rescue center the LCMS assisted the ELCK in Othoro, named after Matthew Harrison. Last night, we checked into a hotel, the Sunset Hotel, on Lake Victoria. Below was the view from my window this morning. I had hoped to share more photos today, but even with the hotel internet, the uploading of the two short video clips took well over an hour. Time to hit the road in the environs of Kisumu. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



Sprinting

Sunday, February 13, 2011

My elliptical machine has a display screen on it where you can monitor your distance, time, calories burned and heart rate while you work out. I especially like watching my heart rate during the last few minutes when I sprint to the end. Sprinting is good. You are intensely focused on the goal and block out the rest of the world and you can even block out any pain you feel in your ankles, knees or lungs. There is great satisfaction when you reach your goal after pushing yourself hard - past beyond what you thought you could do. The problem though is you can't sprint forever. Eventually you have to stop. During these economic times, many people feel like they can't afford to stop. On the other hand, they secretly know they can't sprint forever. They work longer hours, work on weekends, work all day and then come home and work at night, take phone calls from work but don't return phone calls from a family member, work on emails rather than working out at the gym. The demands are great, the burdens are heavy, and many people struggle with complicated challenges and circumstances. How long can people last sprinting like this? It is true that every situation will demand a different level of effort and every person will 67

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. have to decide how to "run their race," when to sprint and when to pull back and rest. Here are a couple of thoughts I've had for myself. Maybe they are helpful to you. 1. Don't forget the rest of the race. There is a whole lot of the race that happens before the sprint. If you are running a long race, like most of us do with our jobs, family, and church, you can't sprint the entire race. Believe me, you will eventually lose. Manage the race prior to the sprint and then the sprint, when necessary, is doable. 2. Challenge any preconceived limitations and the lies. Messages you tell yourself like "I can't do that" or "I'm afraid what might happen" or "what if I fail" or "just this one time" or "I'll make it up to my child this weekend" get in the way of healthy living. Lies and fears often times fool us into unnecessarily sprinting, giving up too soon, or not even trying. 3. Watch the display screen. Listen to people around you for clues as to whether or not you need to start sprinting or to rest. Their input is invaluable for monitoring your progress. Stay in God's Word and listen to His voice. Remind yourself of God's grace, keeping your eyes fixed on Jesus, the Author and Finisher of your faith. Every time I catch myself sprinting unnecessarily through life, I need to run to the cross in confession to God for making myself out to be more powerful than He. My faith is certain that God gives strength but my sinful side does not want to be weak. Martin Luther wrote about this battle between sprinting and resting in his commentary on Isaiah 40:29 - "He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength". His words really struck a chord with me: "God gives strength to the weary, the oppressed, and the troubled. The emphasis lies on the word "faint", but we look for the stress on the word "power". It is as if God were saying: "You must be weary and emptied, so that there is now way out for you. Then I will give you strength. First you must become nothing, then consolation and strength will come." This happened to me, Martin Luther, who against my will came up against the whole world, and then God helped me. Summary" The Word of God is the Word of those who are lying under sin and weakness. Therefore let us learn to console ourselves when we are afflicted and say, "What I do not have and what I cannot do, that Christ has and can do." Luther's Works: Lectures on Isaiah Chapters 40-66, (p.31) Incredibly powerful words about our powerful God! - Barb Below



Othoro Rescue Kisumu Kenya

Monday, February 14, 2011

Sunday, February 13, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Othoro Rescue Center for Boys Pictured above are the boys at the Othoro Rescue Center. Currently, there are about 58 boys housed here. The center has broken new ground to expand so that 100 boys can be housed at the center. Roger Weinlaeder speaks about the LCMS and ELCK partnership in Project 24 and 1001 Orphans. The Othoro Center along with Udom Rescue Center are two of the model centers for orphanages in the ELCK. The Othoro Center was constructed as a partnership between LCMS World Relief and Human Care and Project 24 in 2006. The Othoro Center was dedicated by Rev. Matthew C. Harrison in 2006, when he served as the Executive Director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care. As with most of the ELCK's orphan centers, there is a congregation located on site. Archbishop Obare many years ago served at the Othoro parish. The 1001 Orphan Program is more than "human care." The orphan program run by the ELCK cares for the entire person, body and soul. The children compete in Bible clubs to creatively learn the Catechism. The video below is a short excerpt demonstrating how the children learn the catechism. We heard several groups of children recite the catechism in creative ways. It was amazing to see the children compete with one another over the catechism. Boys playing the drums at the Othoro Congregation Leaving the Othoro Rescue Center I had hoped to post more but am currently in Amsterdam and need to run to catch my flight... more later... 69
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya Dioceses

Monday, February 14, 2011

Map Showing Location of ELCK Parishes In the video below Archbishop Walter Obare explains the start of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya, and provides information about the location of the dioceses, parishes and congregations. It is a good primer on the ELCK. 70

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. About the ELCK The ELCK began in Kisii in 1948 with the sending of Martin Lundström of the Swedish Lutheran Mission (SLM). The tribal group in this area are the Kisii (click here for a Wikipedia article on the Kisii). This territory today is known as the South West Diocese and was the first diocese of the ELCK. As of 2008, the South West Diocese had about 25,000 members. The second diocese of the ELCK is the Lake Diocese on Lake Victoria. The tribe from this area is predominately Luo (click here for a Wikipedia article on the Luo people). As of 2008, the Lake Diocese had about 10,000 members. The third diocese of the ELCK is the North West Diocese. This region of Kenya was primarily evangelized by the Norwegian Lutheran Mission among the Pokot people (click here for a Wikipedia article on the Pokot). The majority of the Christians in this part of Kenya are Lutherans, followed by the Anglicans and the Roman Catholics. As of 2008, the North West Diocese had about 25,000 members. The fourth diocese of the ELCK is the Central Diocese which boarders the other three and is the largest geographic diocese. As of 2008, the Central Diocese had about 12,000 members. The fifth diocese of the ELCK exists constitutionally. It is the Cathedral Diocese located in Nairobi. It is the Archbishop's diocese. The total size of the ELCK is between 75,000 and 100,000 members with about 130 pastors. The ELCK has been shaped by five mission societies primarily from Nordic countries: Swedish Lutheran Mission (SLM), Swedish Lutheran Evangelical Association of Finland (SLEAF), Lutheran Evangelical Association of Finland (LEAF), Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM), and World Mission Prayer League (WMPL). These groups all have different cultural backgrounds, philosophies on how to conduct mission, various views on the liturgy, laity, ordination, and the clergy. It makes for an interesting mix. Most recently, as of 2003, the LCMS has been involved as well. 71

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. On our trip in Kenya this past week, we visited Mombasa, Wema, Nairobi, Kisumu, Eldoret, Kitale, Kapenguria, and Chepareria. The only region we did not get to see was the northern region where the drought is occurring. Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



Dr. Collver's LCEF Devotion

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Dr. Collver presented a devotion on "That They May All Be One" at the LCEF Fall Leadership Conference at the Grand Ole Oprey in Nashville, Tennessee in November 2011.
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Together Presentation at ...

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

President Harrison was asked to give a presentation at the Fall Leadership Conference sponsored by the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) at the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tennessee, in November 2010.



More on the “Koinonia Project”

Monday, February 28, 2011

This effort is being developed collaboratively to provide a means for studying and confessing the Word of God together with the prayer that God will use this process to resolve issues and behaviors that have been troubling our fellowship, our life together. The President’s Office, the Board of Directors, the Commission on Theology and Church Relations and the Council of Presidents are all involved together in developing this concept. We introduced some ideas in a previous blog post, but here are some further thoughts on the basic values of the “Koinonia Project.” Remember, “koinonia” is the Greek word for “fellowship,” “partnership,” “communion” or “life together.” Focus on Christ in His Word • Our study and discussion are focused on Christ crucified and raised from the dead, confessed in the Word of God, for Jesus Himself “is our peace...” (Ephesians 2:14). • We pray we undertake this work with a God-given humility under the Word of God 72

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and with much prayer! • We look for integrity with one another before God – honest, heart-felt, open dialog – recognizing we do have problems of doctrine and practice to address together, and praying for that openness to one another God gives as we hear the Word of God and each other. • That is why it is essential for this process that we spend time together in the Word of God, in worship, and in prayer with and for each other (fellowship, “koinonia,” in the church’s marks). • We will also work together on this, recognizing the nature of the Church as we confess it in the Augsburg Confession – the assembly of believers gathered around the Word and Sacrament. A Collaborative Effort • Collaboration is a basic value for the Koinonia Project – this is not just an effort from the President’s Office, but a process in which many more are brought on board, beginning with the design phase. The project must work by attraction, not coercion, and become an integral part of our life together as a Synod. • The project is inclusive, drawing in the Harmony Task Force, Board of Directors, Seminary Faculties, COP and CTCR in some way in the whole process, including design. Personal and Individual • The Harmony Task Force brought a series of recommendations to the Council of Presidents and Board of Directors in November 2010 regarding strategies for restoring harmony among us. 1. Though theological issues are primary, the personal cannot be separated from the theological, for how we deal with one another is ultimately a theological issue. The Report of the Harmony Task Force referenced above chronicles real pain and real concerns that must be addressed spiritually through repentance and forgiveness. Following are the suggested strategies of the Task Force: 2. Synod-wide studies of the Scriptures and the Confessions, including studies by the Commission on Theology and Church Relations, covering specific topics such as; the 8th Commandment, a theology of diversity, Christian virtues and civility, the political culture of the church, accountability and harmony. 3. Our seminaries and universities include these topics in the formation of our clergy and professional workers. 4. Training & modeling for and by the Council of Presidents, the Circuit Counselors, and all other church leaders. 5. A Code of Conduct, developed with input from across the Synod, adopted by the Synod, in which we express common expectations of one another and seek to hold ourselves and one another accountable for appropriate behavior. 6. Those who are charged with ecclesiastical supervision must be trained to hold us all accountable when our actions and attitudes are inappropriate. 7. The need for continuing education. 8. The clergy must recognize their responsibility and engage in working toward greater harmony within our Synod. 9. The dialog must include all positions, at every level of the church; within our congregations, circuits, auxiliaries, Synod-wide theological convocations and smaller focus groups as well. 73

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 10. Communication is a key issue. We need to learn to use the media appropriately-officially and unofficially.1 • The Koinonia Project will need to incorporate these recommendations from its inception. Specifically how this will happen will be fleshed out further by the discussion of this paper in the Council of Presidents, the Board of Directors and the CTCR, etc. Also Broad Based • The Koinonia Project is broad based, in the sense that the approach must be replicated broadly across the Synod, and also broadly reported in the sense that, while discussion groups need to have freedom to dialog within themselves without fear, these are not secret negotiations, but at appropriate times the Synod at large needs to hear and support the results of the dialogs, as well as provide input. • All-encompassing – every member of the Synod (i.e. every ordained or commissioned minister, every congregation) is eventually invited to participate in the effort. • We cannot work by coercion in this project, but always by invitation, fraternal persuasion, and attraction, centered always in the Word of God and our confession, for the sake of the mission. • We must begin with those who are willing, drawing in more and more of the skeptical as we move forward. Yes, some may look on the “Koinonia Project” with suspicion, thinking, “this is just another attempt on the part of one group in the Synod to enforce conformity on the rest!” Only as we work together on the project, seeking to proceed in the love we have from Christ (see 1 Corinthians 13:4-7) will such suspicions be alleviated. To this end we much be mutually accountable to one another. We pray God to give us the wisdom to work in the spirit of John 17 where Jesus prays that His church may be one. The work of ecclesiastical supervision must move forward in any case, but we also recognize that if the Koinonia Project is perceived as a means to “purge” the Synod of “undesirables,” it will accomplish little. • That’s why, in our next blog post, we will look at how the “Koinonia Project” fits in with the nature of the Synod as explained in Article VII of the Synod’s Constitution. +Herbert Mueller _____________________ 1 Report of the Task Force, pp. 17-18



"No 'Buts' about It!"

Monday, February 28, 2011

From a homily delivered at the International Center Chapel this morning, February 28, 2011. It is a part of the ongoing, Monday morning sermon series through Paul's Letter to the Galatians. “No ‘Buts’ About It!” Galatians 1:13–17 74

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. February Chapel “For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.” Here Paul takes a trip down memory lane . . . and not at trip that would have been terribly pleasant for him. Just take a moment, and think of one of the worst things you’ve ever done—one that makes you cringe to even bring to mind. [Pause] Horrible, isn’t it? Now think of Paul. He’s admitting here in writing that in his former life, he had spent his every waking moment trying to destroy the church of God—by violence, no less. Paul was, in effect, a bounty hunter of Christians, tracking down brothers and sisters in Christ from Jerusalem to Damascus, and hauling them back for trial and execution. He was a coatholder at the stoning of Stephen. As his zealous compatriots picked up stones to crush the body and skull of their innocent victim, Paul stood by . . . watching the carnage, and enjoying it. This is what life under the Law had come to for Paul. It had led him so far astray that it had even made him a party to murder. And that is exactly why he tells the Galatians about his sordid past, because they were in danger of falling into the same trap—of falling back into a life of bondage under the Law. Anything that gets into the salvation equation between Jesus, you, and your heavenly Father, is a piece of the Law, and will eventually bring you back into bondage. For the Galatians, it was circumcision and the Jewish law. “Sure, Jesus died for your sins, but before you can really be a Christian, you need to be circumcised and live like a Jew.” For us today, I suppose we could just fill in the blank: “Sure, Jesus died for your sins, but . . .” (The proverbial “but”!) “But, you have to do something . . . But, you have to make a decision and invite Jesus into your heart . . . But, you have to get your life together and stop sinning . . . But, you have to give up alcohol and tobacco to be a real Christian. But, you have to live a victorious life . . . But . . . but . . . but you have to Thank God, the Gospel turns our “buts” and our “have-to’s” around, and makes life in God’s kingdom about nothing that we do, and about everything that God has done and continues to do for us in Christ Jesus. “But,” declares Paul, “. . . [God] who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me . . .” You see, the Gospel’s “but” always has God as the subject, and you as the object of his boundless love. It turns the Law and its “have-to’s”, and our feeble attempts to fulfill them, on its head. “It is finished!” . . . “It’s done,” Jesus declared before he died (John 19:30). And you know what? He really meant it! He took care of it all . . for you. Before you were born—or as Luther says, “when I could not think, wish, or do anything good but was a shapeless embryo” (AE 26:72)—God loved you, predestined you, set you apart to be his very own. Born of the flesh of your parents, you were born again by the Holy Spirit through the waters of your baptism—called by grace to be a child of God. No decisions there. Only gift! And at your baptism, the Holy Spirit descended, and the voice of the Father was pleased to reveal to you his Son—Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, for you! 75
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Visit from Concordia College Selma

Monday, February 28, 2011

Recently, President Matthew Harrison met President Tilahun Mendedo of Concordia College Selma and Dr. Rich Bimler of Wheat Ridge Ministries to review the plans for the expansion of the Missouri Synod's historically black, four-year, coeducational college. For a brief conversation between President Harrison and Dr. Mekonnen, click on the video link below. Harrison interviews Tilahun Mekonnen Mendedo

The Koinonia Project and the Nature of the



Synod

Wednesday, March 02, 2011

In our previous posts we have outlined some of the theological and practical foundations of the “Koinonia Project.” Here we need to see how this effort fits the nature of the Synod as a fellowship of brothers and sisters sharing one confession. Article VII of the Synod’s Constitution reads, simply: In its relation to its members the Synod is not an ecclesiastical government exercising legislative or coercive powers, and with respect to the individual congregation’s right of self-government it is but an advisory body. Accordingly, no resolution of the Synod 76

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. imposing anything upon the individual congregation is of binding force if it is not in accordance with the Word of God or if it appears to be inexpedient as far as the condition of a congregation is concerned. (2007 Handbook, p. 13f) What does it mean that the Synod “is but an advisory body”? This concept is often misunderstood to mean that congregations and pastors have the right to thumb their nose, so to speak, at actions and positions of the Synod they do not like. To answer this question we first have to determine what is in view when our forefathers wrote in the constitution: “In relation to its members the Synod... is but an advisory body.” What is the Synod? The Synod is not the staff of the International Center – the IC is a tool of the Synod. The Synod is not the Council of Presidents or the Synodical President. They are officers of the Synod. The Synod is not even the convention – conventions are meetings of the Synod (members of the Synod gathered together). Conventions of the districts are meetings of the Synod in that area (district conventions, for example, at one time were called “District Synods”). In essence then, the Synod is a fellowship (“koinonia”!) of congregations, pastors and commissioned ministers who share the same confession of faith. The Synod is the sum total of all its members, seeking to work together collectively under the Word of God, to confess Christ before the world. Members of the Synod are congregations, together with their ordained and commissioned ministers. Individual members of congregations are technically not members of the Synod, but are members of congregations that have joined the Synod. Again, the Synod is congregations, together with their pastors and commissioned ministers. To say it another way, the Synod is us. Each district is the Synod itself in that area. Each circuit is the Synod in that locale. Since the Synod is a confessional fellowship, as members of the Synod we are mutually accountable to one another in the Lord through our membership in the Synod as a whole. Because the Word of God rules over us in the Synod, we do not have a hierarchy, nor do we operate by coercion. Instead we operate by fraternal persuasion under the Word of God. Matters of doctrine are decided by the Word of God. In all other things, we seek to work together in love. In its most basic form, the members of Synod in each local area seek to advise one another in brotherly fashion to help one another hear God’s Word clearly, confess Christ boldly and live together in holy love. The Synod is pastors and congregations who have come together to confess the truth and to help one another serve faithfully and extend the Kingdom of God. No one has any power over the other except the power of the Word of God and the power to advise and persuade one another.1 This writer believes one of our maladies is that we have forgotten how to do this (which is why the 2010 Convention mandated study of Articles VI and VII should probably be part of the Koinonia Project). Our confession says “...the church cannot be better governed and maintained than by having all of us live under one head, Christ, and by having all the bishops equal in office (however they may differ in gifts) and diligently joined together in unity of doctrine, faith, sacraments, prayer, works of love, etc.” (SA II, IV9)2 The “Koinonia Project” will involve human beings, people in positions of leadership, relationships of influence, all seeking to persuade one another and working together under the Word of God. Yet the “Koinonia Project” is not intended to form convention resolutions and bylaws but is designed to help brothers and sisters talk with each other about our theology and how our theology works out in practice. Its purpose is ultimately to help each other hear and confess God’s Word clearly. If convention resolutions are produced, these will have grown organically (as we come closer to the goal of the 77

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. process) from the consensus God will have worked by and around His Word. That’s because true “koinonia” and lasting harmony and concord are ultimately not our work (though we work and pray hard toward that end) but are gifts of God given through the Word of God. Therefore the “Koinonia Project” cannot be a political process, but must be a spiritual process centered in the Word of God, repentance and prayer, forgiveness and charity. The theological conferences held in recent years have paved the way for an approach at least as old as the Formula of Concord. Representative groups will meet together to work on a basis for agreement that includes the following: 1) a clear statement of the controversy – what is the real point at issue? 2) clear statements of what we affirm together; 3) clear statements of what we reject; and then 4) an agreement of what we will therefore DO together. This material then needs to be studied and worked on together throughout the Synod so that the Word of God has its way with us in our life together, our witness to Christ and our service for the world. + Herbert Mueller _________________________ 1See also CFW Walther, Essays for the Church, Volume II, “On the Duties of an Evangelical Lutheran Synod,” 1879 Iowa District Convention Essay, Concordia Publishing House, 1992, pp. 31ff. 2Tappert, Book of Concord, p. 300.

Invitation to Visit the CHI Museum by President



Harrison

Wednesday, March 02, 2011

Welcome to CHI Museum by President Harrison President Harrison would like to extend you an invitation to visit the Concordia Historical Institute Museum at the LCMS International Center in Saint Louis, MO. In this brief video, President Harrison provides a walk through tour with comment of the CHI Museum. For the technically minded, the entire video was shot on an iPhone 4 and edited in iMovie on the iPhone. Granted it isn't professional quality but is adequate for a quick, cheap (free) video of CHI. Enjoy!
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A Way Forward with Harmony and Koinonia

Thursday, March 03, 2011

The 2007 Convention of the Synod mandated a Task Force on Synodical Harmony appointed by the Board of Directors and Council of Presidents. After more than three years of work, this Task Force has issued a final report with a number of possible strategies. The President's Office also is moving forward with a “Koinonia Project” (also referenced in the Task Force Report) that will enfold the suggestions recommended by the Task Force. To that end we offer the following four documents: • A cover letter from President Matthew Harrison; • A four page introduction to the material entitled, “A Way Forward”; • The full text of “The Final Report of the Task Force on Synodical Harmony;” followed by • The present draft (9.0) of a concept paper broadly outlining the goals of our “Koinonia Project.” Find these documents and more at www.lcms.org/koinoniaproject. We pray the blessing of God as we bear “with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:2b-3). +Herbert C. Mueller 1st Vice President



Doing the Impossible

Thursday, March 03, 2011

The LCMS Council of Presidents met in St. Louis February 21–24, 2011, and this was the closing devotion presented by President Daniel May of the Indiana District. God’s Grace and mercy in Christ Jesus! As we begin to unplug, pack up all of our stuff and head for home we take these few moments to once again hear God’s Word. We know that we are going back to deal with the realities of our districts and the church workers under our care. While we may say we are going back to put out “brush fires”, we know that we do not want to put out all fires. God used the burning bush to capture Moses’ attention and then remind the old man, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” We all know that God uses this incident to get the attention of Moses and to call him to bring God’s people out of Egypt. This man who had fled Egypt himself knew 79

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. that this was a monumental task – actually an impossible task. And God said, “I will be with you.” Remember your first call? Did it seem impossible? What about the work now – does it ever seem impossible? How many impossible tasks have you been involved with in your life? We take great comfort in knowing that God is with us as surely as He was with Moses. God does impossible things and sometimes uses us. Jesus answered the disciples question about “Who then can be saved?”said to His disciples (after use the example of the camel and the eye of the needle) “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."Matt19:26 Our Indiana District mission statement is The Indiana District serves to encourage and assist the Christian nurture and outreach of its congregations and other ministries. We strive to encourage and assist our workers in being active partners in the impossible work that God does in, around and through His people. We want them to encourage and welcome their congregations to a Word and Sacrament ministry that leads the members of our congregations to not only come to church, but also be the church as the Holy Spirit calls gathers and enlightens them. Moses was wondering if he understood God correctly, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt.” Who are we that we should go to another disgruntled congregation, visit with a disheartened pastor, correct a erring brother, tackle heavy conflict, pray for the obstinate, or lead a district full of poor, miserable and sinful pastors who are trying to pastor congregations filled with poor, miserable sinners – outside of Eden? This is impossible! We know the theological answer of course, but jumping into the car and driving into the storms of our districts requires confidence in God’s presence with us! It means applying our Spirit-powered faith to real life situations that satan has entangled and corrupted. It means turning the key in our well-worn cars and facing Pharaoh. It means the wheels are spinning as we prayerfully seek God’s wisdom as we follow our GPS. As we visit with our pastors we will find that some have forgotten that they are standing on holy ground, that God is with them or that with God all things are possible. My encouragement and assistance often boils down to the assurance that God will do the impossible part as they carry out the sweaty labor that is a part of working in His vineyard. It’s not up to us – it never was – but we are privileged to be moving parts of God’s mission! We remind our workers that God works faithfully to keep them faithful as He guides them – even when they are called to go to Pharaoh. We and the church workers we work with are all asking, “Who am I to do this?” “Lord we still struggle with leaving our nets on the beach to visit with an unbeliever, or work with one cloak, one pair of shoes and no money in hand as we fight our budget battles”. When we look inwardly we stop dreaming of things impossible, and it is hard to imagine what God might/could do? Our encouragement and assistance is often a matter of urging our people to contemplate all the impossible things God might do in their setting and with their gifts. I want our pastors to sit at the dinner table and discuss with their wives what they have been dreaming about for their congregation. It is good to have congregational leaders plan big and suggest ministry opportunities in every community. It is our hope that every member of every congregation is thinking about what might be and what God may be leading 80

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. them to do. The creative juices of the teacher that enliven a lesson plan and the efforts of every DCE to prepare to present and share God’s Word with today’s youth are important endeavors that need encouragement. When people stop thinking, creating, praying and imagining the impossible they will find it difficult to obediently trust our loving God and knock on Pharaoh’s door. We can forget the promises of our God and somehow decide we can’t, won’t or really don’t need to do much of anything with the gifts God has given us. Satan loves to grind on our hearts and minds and destroy our spirit of faithful adventure in following our God who loves us and knows how to lead us in the paths of righteousness. When he is successful we don’t pray for much, don’t dream much and rarely plan much. We don’t even ask God to help us plan – we head for the broom tree and hope Jesus returns today. Self doubt and doubt about God being with us hit us like a Midwestern blizzard. We start thinking about retirement and an easier life where we only need dream about what’s for supper or an uptick in the market that will make our earthly future more solid. You have a word of encouragement for the 40 year old church worker that is ready to throw in the towel. You have God’s Word to share with the disheartened and broken hearted. You can be an instrument in helping him or her think and dream and plan. God said He would be with him or her as surely as He is with you. His Word endures and is the dynamis that moved Paul to set out on his journeys. God keeps feeding you at His altar – You have been drenched in baptismal grace. It not up to you – you are not the Savior, but you do rest and find refuge and even courage in the embrace of the Savior. He has taught you to speak His gospel to a world dying to be loved. He moves your hand to turn the car key and He moves your hands to take the wheel and travel to Pharaoh’s house. God has done the impossible and has graciously called you and me and all that we serve now to work in His vineyard. We know that He did not invite us to go for a stroll in some nice rose garden, but to take up our cross and follow Him. He called us and those with whom we serve to be active in response to His grace – even if Egypt is on the agenda. He daily forgives and renews us to weigh the impossible. Sitting on this counsel is a privilege – not because of whatever combined wisdom there may be among us – not because our sanctification is anywhere near complete, but because the bond we have with one another is one of faith and love in Christ Jesus. The crosses we carry are pretty similar, but our Savior is the absolute same. Together we continue to learn to speak and think in ways that are pleasing to God. God uses our togetherness to sharpen one another and lift one another as He does the impossible right before our eyes and within our hearts. We are always huddled under the cross as we celebrate God’s love for us and live as in the Easter light – impossible? Indeed for us it is but with God all things are possible! So, if you have everything stuffed back in your brief case, picked up your power cord and are ready to grab a food box on your way out, I would encourage you to go boldly, live faithfully and speak passionately and compassionately as you serve Him for yet another day. Peter writes, “The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 81
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Command Day

Monday, March 07, 2011

We don't seem to sing "Onward Christian Soldiers" very often anymore. If so, perhaps our neglect of this great Christian hymn is a product of our times--a shying away from things military toward a kinder, gentler approach even to church life, leaving "like a mighty army" to other radical religious persuasions intent upon taking over the world. Or perhaps it is that “Onward Christian Soldiers” was written for schoolchildren and intended as a children’s processional. We’ve seen more than enough of life in dictatorial societies where children are ruthlessly indoctrinated―already at a young age lined up and “marching as to war.” Lining up our Sunday School children on the sacristy steps to sing to the congregation of going “forward into battle” may seem a bit harsh and disagreeable to our senses. Or perhaps we are feeling a little timid these days about Christianity’s standing in this world, increasingly the party out of power. We can easily feel less like “a mighty army” and more like a guerilla group. To be sure, we know that things are going to turn out all right in the end, but to sing robustly of the “happy throng” of men and angels pressing onward to victory while “kingdoms rise and wane” may seem a bit over the top. Then perhaps we should remember again (and again) that we have every reason to sing “Onward Christian Soldiers” and sing it resoundingly. We are at war, as St. Paul reminds us. This war is carried on within us (Rom. 7:23) and without (Eph. 6:12). We are soldiers enlisted, as St. Paul reminds Timothy, to “wage the good warfare” (1 Tim. 1:18) and to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). A new starting point now and then could be helpful, an occasion to fall in and start off again on the right foot, an occasion even to approach others of our army who appear to have gone AWOL. A specific day on the calendar could be particularly helpful—a day to regroup, a day to remember that we still are the church militant on this earth, a day to press forward and gain some new ground, a day to break out Baring-Gould’s children’s processional and sing it with renewed gusto: “Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus going on before!” If so, we just missed a day with potential. How about this past Friday, March 4th? It has the right ring to it. Say that date a few times with military gusto and you will recognize that you are saying “March forth!” It could be the perfect “Command Day!”—our day each year to step up the pace of our Christian lives, to do even one extra thing to make a difference for Christ’s Kingdom, to take on some stubborn thing within our own lives that may be troubling the lives of others or doing harm to Christ’s Kingdom. To my family’s dismay at times, I enjoy a good play on words. I’ve been advocating March 4th for years as a good day for a Christian rally-the-troops day, the day each year to join the ranks of fellow Christian soldiers and “march forth” like the mighty army we are. 82
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Blessed Lent

Wednesday, March 09, 2011

As Lent begins, Rev. Matthew Harrison invites us to join him in praying “The Litany,” profound words long prayed by the church in times of need. “This is a time of need, both for our Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and for Christianity around the world,” Harrison says from the kneeler in his office where he begins each morning at the LCMS International Center in prayer. Harrison shares the prayer’s history and words.



Fourth Annual Emmaus Conference

Wednesday, March 09, 2011

Many of our readers may be interested in a conference that is taking place in Tacoma, WA, May 5–6, 2011. It is the fourth annual Emmaus Conference. The lecturer this year is President Mark Schroeder of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, speaking on the topic: "Walking Together with Jesus." The reactors to President Schroeder's paper will be President Matthew Harrison of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and President John Moldstad of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. This is no doubt an important historic event in American Lutheranism among Lutherans from the former Synodical Conference. The Emmaus Conference is open to pastors and laity alike. For more information go to the website: emmausconference.com.

President Harrison encourages prayer and



support for Japan

Friday, March 11, 2011

LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison offers comfort and encourages prayers and support for the people of Japan in the aftermath of an earthquake and tsunami. For more news, information and resources regarding the LCMS response to the Japan earthquake, visit www.lcms.org/help. 83
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Ordination at Amigos de Cristo in Dominican



Republic

Monday, March 14, 2011

Yesterday on 13 March 2011, we participated in the ordination of Willy de la Rosa Gaspar, the first Lutheran pastor ordained in the Dominican Republic. The service was held at "Amigos de Cristo" (Friends of Christ) Evangelical Lutheran Church, where Pastor Gaspar was called. Pastor Sergio Fritzler, President of the Lutheran Seminary in Argentina, preached on Matthew 20:18-20. At the very end of the sermon, a partnership agreement between the LCMS and our sister church in Argentina was signed for joint theological education and mission work in the Dominican Republic. 84

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Willy Gaspar in the ordination rite, pledged himself to the canonicity of the Old and New Testaments. He confessed the ecumenical creeds and pledged himself to the Book of Concord. At Willy Gaspar's ordination, the congregation sang, "Sostennos Firmes," Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word. A number of people were present at this joyous celebration, I am afraid I would fail at listing all of the names but Mario Lehenbauer from Brazil, John Willie, DP South Wisconsin District, Jack Preus, Daniel Preus, Carlos Hernandez, Timothy Quill, Albert Collver, David Birner, and others... David Birner who is the Interim-Executive Director of World Mission attended Willy Gaspar's ordination. Dave was here visiting Ted Krey, Regional Director for the LCMS in Latin America.
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Monday, March 14, 2011

President Harrison led the discussion this morning at the second disaster relief "war room" meeting at the International Center since the quake and tsunami hit last Friday. Reports and information were coordinated and shared from the following departments and individuals--either in person or by phone. WRHC • John Fale • Dennis Fangmann • Glenn Merritt • Darin Storkson • Al Dowbnia • Hans Springer • Chrissy Thomas WM • Dave Birner • John Mehl • Kama Bernabo • Travis Torblaa • Stacey Grapengater Communications • David Strand • Jim Heine • Adriane Dorr • Joe Isenhower • Melanie Ave President’s Office • Matt Harrison • Jon Vieker • Kim Vieker Foundation • Blake Tilley For the latest information on LCMS relief efforts, check back often at www.lcms.org/help. Following chapel this morning, staff at the IC gathered to wish President Harrison a happy birthday. 86
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LCMS President announces grants for Japan

Monday, March 14, 2011

President Harrison announces that The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is sending $200,000 to two Japanese Lutheran church bodies and he encourages everyone to respond with prayer and financial support for our brothers and sisters suffering from the effects of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan. For more information, visit Can't watch the video? Read a transcript.



LCMS Witness (Mission) in Palmar Arriba

Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Missionary Rev. Ted Krey, LCMS Regional Director of Latin America Missionary Ted Krey, LCMS Regional Director for Latin America, describes the mission work in Palmar Arriba, Dominican Republic. Pastor Krey is standing outside of Concordia Lutheran School. It currently has about 80 students with the goal of 200 students by the Fall. Ted Krey works with LCMS Missionary Danelle Putnam, Missionary Pastor Walter Ries from Brazil, and Pastor Willie Gaspar who was ordained this past Sunday. Ted also supervises Vicar Adrian Solis. Ted and his Dominican Mission Team are doing great work and combine witness (Gospel proclamation) with mercy (human care) to have life together in the church. Kissayris, Principal of Concordia Lutheran School 87
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Concordia Seminary, Buenos Aires Argentina

Friday, March 25, 2011

Rector Sergio Fritzler and abc3+ (Pastor Ted Krey taking picture) Notice involvement of the Lehenbauer family who were also active in Brazil and the Missouri Synod. The theme of the convention for the Lutheran Church in Argentina (IELA). The church year chart. 89
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A Little Christmas during Lent?

Friday, March 25, 2011

This was a homily preached this morning at the International Center Chapel, in observance of the Annunciation of Our Lord. “A Little Christmas during Lent?” Luke 1:26–38 The Annunciation, A.D. 2011 Well, here we are in the middle of a somber, Lutheran Lent, and up pops a little Christmas! But when you begin to count the months on your fingers from March 25 to December 25, it starts to make sense. It made sense to the early church, too. They figured that since John the Baptizer must 90

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. have been conceived in the fall, due to Zechariah’s priestly duties during the Hebrew month of Tishri, that Jesus’ conception, then, would have occurred six months later, as the Angel Gabriel declared to Mary in our text. So as one writer from the fourth century figured it: “Therefore, our Lord was conceived on the eighth of the kalends of April in the month of March [that would be March 25], which is the day of the passion of our Lord and of his conception. For on the day that he was conceived, on the same [day] he suffered” (Talley, The Origins, p. 94). From conception to crucifixion. How fitting that the ancient church connected the two! Martin Luther wrote: “[The angel Gabriel’s message resulted in] three miracles: that God and man should be joined in this Child; that a mother should remain a virgin; [and] that Mary should have such faith as to believe that this mystery would be accomplished in her. The last is not the least of the three. The Virgin birth is a mere trifle for God; that God should become man is a greater miracle; but most amazing of all is that this maiden should credit the announcement that she, rather than some other virgin, had been chosen to be the mother of God . . . This is the word of the prophet: ‘Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given” (Isaiah 9:6). This is for us the hardest point, not so much to believe that He is the son of the Virgin and God Himself, as to believe that this Son of God is ours” (Martin Luther’s Christmas Book, pp. 15–16). In Jesus Christ—“the Word made flesh” (Jn. 1:19)—God spoke to man once and for all through a man. From the humble, human womb of Mary came a child, a man, a Savior! And on Calvary, this God-man/Word-made-flesh laid down his life for your sins—as God, delivering the outside help that we so desperately needed; and as man, to suffer and die in the place of men. That Word—the Word made flesh, crucified and risen for you—that Word was God’s final word to the ravages of sin in our lives. For the heart that first began beating in Mary’s womb, conceived by the Holy Spirit, that was silenced on Calvary’s cross, pierced by a Roman sword, that was laid to rest in the stone cold tomb, that began to beat again on the third day, and that lives and reigns and sits at the right hand of the Father, . . . that human heart still beats . . . for you give you life . . . both now in this world, and forever in the life of the world to come. I.N.I. Amen. Rev. Jon D. Vieker



IELA Convention Update

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Servants in Mission - The Convention Theme IELA 91

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The convention stage in Santa Elena, Argentina. The theme for the convention is service in mission. The convention opened with a devotion based off of Acts 1:8, "you will be my witnesses..." Cristian Rautenberg, President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile, and Deaconess Valario who works in Paraguay, hold a clock that says, "My times are in your hands." Psalm 31:15. This clock was made by the IELCHI because of the earthquake in Chile and LCMS WR-HC's response to it. 92

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Lutheran church in Chile greatly appreciated the LCMS' response to the earthquake last year. President Emeritus Edgardo Eleaser (IELA), President Elect Carlos Nagel (IELA), abc3+, Pastor Ted Krey (LCMS Latin America Regional Director) On March 26, 2011, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Argentina elected Carlos Nagel to be their new President. The next day, March 27, 2011, at the Divine Service, the outgoing president -- Edgardo Eleaser who served two terms -- installed Carlos Nagel as President. Coming from the Missouri Synod, I found it rather striking for the former president (who was term limited) to install the new president. Coming from the Missouri Synod, I also found it amazing that the installation service was the next day. After the service I commented on this to the now President Emeritus Edgardo Eleaser. He replied, "In the past some elections had been contentious and tensions would run high at the installation. It is easy when you agree on the Confessions and when you are moving in the same direction." Wise words. President Carlos Nagel gave a very humble acceptance speech in which he said you get what you see and that I am really nothing, but it is Christ who works through our weaknesses. 93

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Santa Elena is a town along the river. Now I don't mean to paint the IELA as a perfect church. No she isn't. She is truly a sister of Missouri, struggling with many of trials that we do. It is a church under the cross that is attempting to remain faithful to the Scriptures and the Confessions. But there is a good spirit among her pastors. Barbecue photos After the installation there was an Argentinean Barbecue with 400 kilos of meat. After the barbecue nearly all the meat was gone. Picture of the Roman Catholic church in Santa Elena, Argentina. Pastor James Fandrey of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation also attended the IELA's convention. It was good to spend a few days getting to know him and to discuss how LHF and the LCMS could partner better. 94

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. After the service and barbecue, Missionary Ted Krey and I took at 3 hour taxi ride to Santa Fe to the airport. Once at the airport, we learned our flight had been canceled. Now we need to take the bus to Buenos Aires... One of the downsides of travel. ++++++++++++ Rev. Albert B Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President



Chapel at the International Center

Wednesday, March 30, 2011

Every day at 10:00 a.m., the building pauses for chapel. A beautiful, two-story, glass walled chapel with a black onyx altar from India, a Zimmer pipe organ, a balcony, and seating for about 200+ people is the place where employees and guests of the LCMS International Center spend about twenty minutes each day worshipping God. A gentle voice on the intercom reminds the building inhabitants that chapel is starting, and the many staff and visitors stop what they are doing and go to the second-floor chapel which looks out onto the busy I-44 freeway that flows east and west through St. Louis. 95

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Over the last couple of months here at the IC, we have enjoyed a refreshing change in our chapel schedule. On Mondays, we follow the order of Matins, and a pastor from the Executive Office preaches. For several months now they have been preaching through Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. This week Rev. Ray Hartwig, Secretary of Synod, preached on Galatians 2:11–14. He spoke of the hypocrisy that frustrated Paul and how precious the Gospel message is, encouraging us that nothing should ever defile the grace-filled Gospel message of Christ. Next Monday, Rev. Matt Harrison will preach, picking up where Rev. Hartwig left off. On Tuesday mornings, a pastor from the staff preaches on one of the appointed readings from the previous Sunday, and we follow the order of Responsive Prayer 2 from Lutheran Service Book. On Wednesdays, Rev. William Weedon of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Hamel, IL, has been preaching a wonderful, question-and-answer format sermon series through the Small Catechism. He began in January by leading us through the Ten Commandments. This week he is finishing up the Apostles’ Creed. Next week he will begin taking us through the Lord's Prayer. On Thursday's we follow the order of Daily Prayer: Morning from Lutheran Service Book, with a pastor from the staff preaching on one of the appointed readings from the previous Sunday. 96

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. I describe Friday as “open mic Friday,” and we include a variety of styles, formats and music to fill our chapel with worship. Last Friday, for instance, a “string band” (made up of guitar, mandolin, tambourine, and other instruments), led us through the order of Matins, a psalm, and a hymn for the Annunciation of our Lord. It was wonderful to hear “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” on these instruments! On most days, through, one of our small band of organists and pianists leads chapel attendees in liturgy and song on the organ or piano. I thank all the pastors and musicians who have given their time and effort to provide such excellent worship services here at the International Center. Even though, on occasion, we break mid-meeting for chapel, it is always refreshing and truly a blessing to be able to hear God’s Word each day. If you are ever in St. Louis at 10:00 a.m., Monday through Friday, please be sure to stop by and join us for chapel. You will be glad you did. - Barb Below



Harrison, Mehl Consult on Japan Relief

Friday, April 01, 2011

March 31, 2011 — LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison speaks with Rev. John Mehl (in Hong Kong) via Skype about the situation in Japan. Mehl, LCMS World Mission Regional Director for Asia, was in Tokyo meeting with leaders from the Japan Lutheran Church, an LCMS partner church, to help plan a coordinated relief strategy. Can't watch the video? Read the transcript. For more information about LCMS relief efforts in Japan, visit
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WMLT Lapel Pins from CPH



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, April 07, 2011

Concordia Publishing House has made available Witness, Mercy, Life Together Lapel Pins. For quantities less than 50, the cost is $1.75 each. For quantities greater than 50, the cost is $1.50 each. A couple of samples have been floating around the President's Office for the past few weeks. Several guests and visitors have asked where they could get one for themselves. Well, now, anyone who is interested and would like to have one can get it from CPH. Thanks CPH! Click Here to visit the CPH WMLT Lapel Pin Page.



Colloquy – What’s That?

Sunday, April 10, 2011

Since I’m still fairly new at this First Vice President thing, people regularly ask me, “Well, what does the First Vice President really do?” “There are many things in which I’m involved,” I respond, “but the activity that takes up at least a third of my time is the colloquy program. It’s the one thing the bylaws specifically give me to do (besides the comment that the vice president does whatever the president asks him to do).” “Colloquy? What’s that?” is the most common response. “Colloquy is our program whereby pastors of other church bodies have the opportunity of qualifying for pastoral ministry in The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod.” “Really? How does that work?” Let me explain. The Bylaws of the Synod establish a Colloquy Committee for Pastoral Ministry (there is also one for commissioned ministers, but that will be the subject of another blog), of which the First Vice President of the Synod is designated the chairman. Pastors from other church bodies and certain licensed deacons in the LCMS have the right to apply for admission to the pastorate in the LCMS by colloquy. “Colloquy” is from a Latin word, “colloquium,” which simply refers to a conversation. Applicants prepare, with the help of the district president of the district from which they are applying, an application package which is then submitted to the Colloquy Committee for examination. If and when the committee believes the application package is satisfactory, the committee will invited the individual for a colloquy, that is, a theological conversation intended to discover what the pastor believes, teaches and confesses for the sake of 98

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Christ’s church and the lost world. As a result of that conversation, the committee makes decisions regarding the applicant. What are some possible results from this colloquy? The bylaws give the committee wide latitude in what is prescribed for each applicant. The committee may, on the basis of the interview, accept and certify the individual on the spot! Or the committee may decline to interview (if the application is not satisfactory) or it may decline to accept the person after interviewing him. Often, however, the committee makes requirements for the applicant to fulfill before being certified. What are some of those requirements? We might require the man to take particular courses at one of our seminaries, or we might ask him to serve a vicarage, or we might require him to do some mentored readings, or perhaps different combinations of these requirements. Both the examination and the requirements are quite thorough and exacting. Who is on the Colloquy Committee? The First Vice President of the Synod is designated as the Chairman of the Committee. The Committee also includes a district president appointed by the Council of Presidents, plus the two seminary presidents (or their representatives). What happens to colloquy applicants once they are certified? They become similar to 4th year seminarians who have completed their courses, are certified for pastoral ministry, but have not yet been placed in a call. Colloquy applicants generally return to the district from which they came, but they must receive a call and be placed in that first call by the Council of Presidents before they are placed on the roster. If a colloquy applicant is bringing his congregation with him into the Synod, this process is coordinated with the corresponding district president. Who is eligible for colloquy into the pastoral ministry? It used to be that commissioned ministers and other lay leaders could apply for colloquy. However, some years ago the Synod required such folks to go directly to one of our seminaries for their “alternate route” program. Those who are eligible for colloquy are the following: 1) Pastors who are presently serving as a pastor of a congregation of another church body (who have been trained in a Master of Divinity program leading to ordination with the requisite number of academic credits) and have at least three years of pastoral experience; 2) Men who have been trained for the pastorate in a program leading to ordination with the requisite number of credits (who may have served as a pastor in another denomination in the past) and who, at the time of application, have been communicant members in good standing of an LCMS congregation; 3) licensed lay deacons in the LCMS who have served in the full Word and Sacrament ministry for at least ten years and whose congregations have expressed in writing their desire to call the man should he be certified. There are other requirements, but these are the three categories of men who are eligible for colloquy. Of course, one must subscribe to our Lutheran confessions by personal conviction. How many people does this involve? It’s hard to give you an exact number because this fluctuates as people enter and leave the program. However, generally we have about 2530 men at some point in the process at any given time. Why are people coming for colloquy? Many men are attracted to The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod for the sake of our clear confessional theology. They want what we have – a clear confession of faith in Christ alone as the Savior of the world, that we 99

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. are saved by God’s grace alone, for the sake of Christ alone, received through faith alone and testified by Scripture alone. A personal observation, if I may: working with the colloquy applicants and the committee is very rewarding work! It involves me at the heart of what it means to be a faithful Lutheran pastor in our Synod. All the members of the committee enjoy seeing these men enter the Lutheran ministry by conviction that our Synod confesses the truth of Holy Scripture. You may ask, “What do I do if I’m interested in colloquy?” The first step in the process will be to approach the district president of the area in which you live. Check the directory on this web site or ask any pastor of a local LCMS congregation. He will know whom to contact. The district president will provide you with the latest application form and will help you with the application process. God bless you always, in Jesus! + Herbert Mueller First Vice President Chairman of the Colloquy Committee for Pastoral Ministry



A Great Blessing from God!

Tuesday, April 12, 2011

St. Peter Lutheran Church, Westgate, Iowa In many ways it is not easy for me to blog about personal events. I don’t want to be seen as putting myself forward and much of the time the personal events of our lives are rather banal. But this one was different! Way different! This was a great blessing from God!



On

Sunday, April 10, 2011

, I had the honor (humbling as it was) to preach for the installation of my son, Pastor Bert Mueller, as Pastor of St. Peter and Grace Lutheran Churches in Westgate and Fayette, Iowa, in an afternoon Vespers Service. President Matthew Harrison was also there for the installation and to preach for the Matins Service at St. Peter’s Sunday morning. That’s because St. Peter’s was President Harrison’s first parish, which he served from 1991 to late 1995. In the morning President Harrison preached on the Gospel, from John 11, regarding the life-giving power of Christ, who is the Resurrection and the Life. It was precious Gospel, clear and comforting for repentant sinners. For the installation, I drew my sermon from 1 Peter 1:22-25, with the theme: “Speaking the Eternal Word.” God places men into the pastoral office and gives them His Word to speak, because: 1) Everyone who believes in Jesus has been born anew through the living and abiding Word of God. 2) The Word of God does what it says – the Law condemns to death, but in the Gospel Jesus gets the last word, bringing life and forgiveness. 3) This is the Word Christ gives to His Church and gives Pastors to speak on behalf of all, for God has determined to reveal Himself and to bring life through the Word 100

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. of the cross and resurrection. 4) This Word of God will last forever, and also makes us last forever, through the resurrection to eternal life. May God bless all pastors and keep them faithful in the proclamation of His Word of Life. Here’s a picture that shows our joy in receiving God’s blessings. My wife, Faith, is shown together with myself, our son, Bert and his wife, Kristen, and their children, Naomi and Micah. The Mueller Family: Naomi, Faith, Herb, Bert, Kristen, Micah A second picture includes President Brian Saunders of the Iowa District East; Vice President Herb Mueller; Pastor Bert Mueller; and President Matthew Harrison, President of Synod.



More “Talk” about the Koinonia Project...

Friday, April 15, 2011

Currently under development through the Office of the President of the Synod, the Koinonia Project is basically intended to draw the members of our Synod closer together in our confession of God’s Word. Just that statement alone begs the question – why is the Koinonia Project needed? What are the issues? What’s the real problem? Some would say, “If only ‘they’ would behave themselves as Christians,” (whoever “they” are!), “our problems would be solved.” Or, “the real problem is those pastors who...” and you can fill in the blank with whatever you think is the malady. Indeed, the Task Force on Synodical Harmony (whose report you can access at www.lcms.org/koinoniaproject) has identified a number of issues, both behavioral and theological. Everyone, it seems, will have their list of reasons why our Synod experiences conflict in our life together. In the Koinonia Project concept paper, also at www.lcms.org/koinoniaproject, we list a few of the obvious theological issues, not to be exhaustive but simply illustrative. The point is, most people can identify at least some of the problem. Of course, it is also true that how each person (including myself!) evaluates the issues and conflicts will be colored by his or her political biases and expectations. No one should be surprised by 101

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. this. It’s been part of our life together for a long time. In fact, this phenomenon is one of the clearest examples of the need for an effort like the Koinonia Project. It’s also the source of some misconceptions about the project. For example, we’ve heard it said: “The Koinonia Project is just a smokescreen for a new purge of the Synod.” “Harrison and Mueller are writing off 15-20% of the Synod.” “This really shouldn’t be difficult – if only ‘they’ would...” “I heard that Koinonia will force people to conform...” “I’m afraid Koinonia will be hijacked by [here insert the group you are afraid of].” “What’s going to happen if we can’t agree?” Perhaps you’ve heard other things as well. Please read carefully the concept paper and watch the Koinonia Project web site as the project expands and is refined. And please pray for us as we seek to develop and implement the process. There are many possible pitfalls – some listed above and many others we haven’t even thought of. The Koinonia Project is not going to be easy – in fact, it may be the most difficult thing we have ever done together as a Synod, more difficult than any of us imagine. Koinonia will not be quick – we are looking at this as a decade long effort. The Koinonia Project cannot work by coercion but only by attraction to draw people into theological discussion under the Word of God. We will not “paper over” differences, but will seek to deal with them honestly, plainly, clearly from the Word of God and our Lutheran confessions. It also means we will have to be patient with one another and with the process. No one is being written off. Every member of the Synod is welcome. It’s just something we have to do, together. This will take time, but we believe it will be worth it! We do understand that right now we’ve only been talking in general terms about the project. How it actually works is yet to be demonstrated. Our prayer is that several pilot groups will be active before the Fall of 2011, and that many more will be developed over the next couple of years. Please keep the effort in your prayers and consider your own participation as the project grows. Only God can provide His blessing of koinonia, of life together, and He provides His blessings through His Word. As St. Paul writes, “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship (koinonia) of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:9-10 ESV). Remember the goal (from the concept paper): “All of us constantly need the daily change of heart God works through repentance and faith. The problem belongs to all of us. None of us is exempt. We are each, every last one of us, called to examine our actions and attitudes toward one another so that we confess our sins, trust God’s promise and speak forgiveness to one another. But again, it is absolutely essential that our theological issues are addressed by a thorough process under the Word of God where we come to clear agreement on 1) the points at issue, 2) what we confess together, 3) what we reject and 4) what we will therefore do together, on the basis of Scripture and our confessions. This effort to do so we have chosen to call ‘The Koinonia Project’ because we pray God will build and strengthen our unity in the Word of God and our fellowship, our ‘koinonia’ together.” +Herbert C. Mueller First Vice President
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Blessed Holy Week



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Friday, April 15, 2011

During this Holy Week, LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison reflects on the crucifixion as a reminder that, as Jesus trekked to the cross, His suffering was for the forgiveness of all our sins and the sins of the world. Knowing this, we can be confident that, even when difficulties come in our own lives, the Lord controls all things. Transcript | Download Video File (66 MB) | Download



North Dakota Floods - Bulletin Insert

Friday, April 15, 2011

Friends, Dr. James Baneck, president of the LCMS North Dakota District, requests your help. As you know, parts of North Dakota are affected by ravaging flood waters. Although it is late in the week, would you please consider putting the following insert in your bulletins this week or next? Download bulletin insert Pastor H.



"We Dye to Live"

Monday, April 18, 2011

The sign hanging over the door of a medieval cobbler read: “We Dye to Live.” The message wasn’t complicated: “We dye leather to make a living.” Change a vowel, add a consonant, and you have a sign that could hang over the door of any Christian church, medieval or otherwise: “We Died to Live.” And this message also isn’t complicated, says St. Paul in Galatians 2:19, “For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God.” We have been so stricken and smitten by the law of God that we are left in despair—poor miserable creatures without hope of saving ourselves. This must be a timely death, reminds C.S. Lewis: “We must die before we die.” Once we take our last breath, it is too late—there is no further chance. Thankfully, for all of us associated with this blog, it wasn’t too late. We died to the law in our baptisms, when, as St. Paul writes to the Romans, even as we were baptized into Christ Jesus, we were “baptized into His death” (6:3) and “our old self was crucified with Him” (6:5). “Crucified with Him” takes on special meaning this week as we follow our Lord Jesus to cross and tomb—even one small part of that “crucified” too huge for us to take upon 103

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. ourselves. I still have the crown of thorns dropped off at the parsonage at my first parish by Mrs. Kamm, made, she said, from the “Judas vine” growing on a fence outside their house. The crown is ugly and exudes pain even to look at, much less to wear. It has had a place in my office or study ever since, a reminder of a death I might have died. One thing about that crown of thorns—it is obviously several sizes too big, like everything else that Christ bore and suffered during Holy Week nearly 20 centuries ago. His crown, cross, burden, forsakenness, tomb—all are many sizes too big for us. But not for Him, who took upon Himself our death so that we might be able to say with Paul: "I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me." (Galatians 2:20) What a helpful thought for the week before us. It places us with Christ as we make our way through its passion history. I remember reading a story from a Reader’s Digest Condensed Book when I was a child, The Shape of Illusion. The crux of the story was a painting of a scene from the passion of Christ which caused viewers to see their spitting images in the angry crowd that was frothing and screaming “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Needless to say, this changed the viewers’ lives, which made for an interesting story. Paul goes one better. He enables us to see ourselves, not in the crowd where we might well belong, but in Christ: “I have been crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20). Except that this is no illusion. We know from Paul how this happened for real: “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). Our lives have been changed immeasurably, for the lives we now live in this flesh we live by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. May this week be truly meaningful and a blessing to each of us. It is about our Savior, crucified and resurrected, but it is also about us: “We Died to Live.” Ray Hartwig

Luther on "inevitable faults and mistakes in the



community of belie...

Thursday, April 21, 2011

“And be ye kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.” Ephesians 4 It is inevitable that various faults and mistakes will occur in the community of believers, so we should not get angry if we bite our own tongue, punch ourselves in the eye, kick ourselves or bang our head against a wall. This is when we should think in this way: “So, this is a member of your body, your brother, your neighbour: what are you going to do about it? He did it by accident and not for fun – it was not meant maliciously. Or else it happened out of weakness or ignorance. The blow has landed, and it hurts, but does this mean that you are going to throw away an entire limb? This is a tiny spark. If you spit on 104

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. it, it will go out! Do not do this, otherwise the Devil will come with his poisonous breath or will work through spiteful tongues to make a fire out of the spark, which will then prove impossible to put out. And then there will be all this discord and hatred with you possibility of reconciliation and the whole community will suffer as a result.” The Devil is indeed a spirit of this kind, never giving up and never leaving us alone. The only solution for us is constantly to keep fighting him off. Luther, in Luther Brevier: Worte fuer jeden Tag, Wartburg Verlag 2007, p. 128 (for April 21)



To Die With Jesus Is To Live With Jesus

Thursday, April 21, 2011

I.N.I. Matthew 27:27 – 57. Pastor Albert Collver Maundy Thursday, LCMS International Center, 21 April 2011 A skull and bones – what an ominous sight. Whenever you see a skull, you know that death has come. Bottles of dangerous chemicals or of household cleaning products used to have a skull and crossbones on the label to indicate if you consumed it death would come upon you. The skull means death. To the place of the skull is where Jesus was taken in the Gospel account. There death would come upon Jesus and two others. These three would die by crucifixion, a horrible form of execution that the Romans perfected. Many a sermons have described the horrors of death by crucifixion; some of these descriptions are not for the squeamish as they describe in medical detail the agonizing effects of crucifixion upon the human body. Yet notice that the Gospel writer doesn’t dwell on the horrors of crucifixion. Yes, crucifixion is bad; everyone knows that and no one better than those who witnessed it firsthand. Untold thousands were crucified by the Romans; many were united in that brotherhood of cruel punishment. Yet this did not make Jesus’ death unique; it only showed what we confess in the Creed to be true, “crucified under Pontus Pilate.” The place of the skull is where Jesus is in a battle with death. By death, we are not talking merely about the death of the body. Every one of us is one day closer to the death of our bodies. While not a joyful thought, there is nothing unique about that either. Jesus has engaged death itself. He is battling with the death not only of the body but also with the death of the soul. The fires of hell have swallowed him up, and it seems by the end of the Gospel account they will have consumed him. Jesus is fighting against the gates of hell and the devil himself. As Jesus the Word of God hung dying on the cross, he must have recalled these words, 105

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) The hatred of the devil raged with full furry as he attacked the Lord of Life. While Jesus’ heel was being bruised, he was crushing the skull of sin, death, and the devil. There at the place of the skull, Jesus crushed the skull of death by dying. You see, the death of the body will come to all of us. In a sense death is unavoidable. Yet a person can die with their sins, or he can die with Jesus. Those who crucified Jesus did not want to die with him. They were afraid that dying with Jesus would take away something they didn’t want to loose. Jesus has called us as his disciples to death. He called us to die with him. This is what makes discipleship with Jesus so unattractive. Jesus tells us that the cost of following him is death with him. On the other hand, sin, death and the devil who is the father of lies do not advertise what death with them means. Sometimes this anti-trinity does crassly say, “If you have to die, you might as well die having fun,” or “If you’re going to die, you might as well be doing something you enjoy.” Now you can add your vice, guilty pleasure, or hobby. Generally, speaking sin, death, and the devil do not tell you what it means to die with them. What is perhaps even more difficult about following Jesus’ call to die with him is that you will then die to yourself. Your life will no longer be lived for yourself but for Jesus; and your death will not be yours but Jesus’ death. The question that follows is what of yourself do you not want to die with Jesus? What of you needs to live apart from Jesus’ presence? What can you no longer do, what activities can you no longer participate in if Jesus is standing beside you? These are the things that block the call of dying with Jesus. Since death is unavoidable, the only options are to die with your sin, or to die with Jesus. To die with your sin is to undergo what Jesus defeated at the cross. To die with your sin, is to crucify Jesus again or to make his death null and void. For on the cross, Jesus died with your sin. There on the skull, he experienced the death of the soul; he was separated from his heavenly Father. He suffered hell. He suffered your hell; the hell you deserved for your sin. So if you die with your sin, then you will have to answer for your own sin and experience what Jesus already did for you. On the other hand, if you die with Jesus, then his death becomes your death and his life is your life. When Jesus took your death and death for all the people in the history of the world upon himself, death swallowed him up. Yet death could not contain him. In his death, he destroyed death once and for all. This is what Jesus meant when he said, “It is finished.” Death is now finished, destroyed, and done for. When the Centurion witnessed Jesus’ death he said, “Truly was the Son of God,” for only the Son of God could die in a way that put death to death. In the death of Jesus on the cross, those of us who are baptized also died with Christ. Daily our sinful nature is put to death and daily, we arise a new person in Christ. Though sin, death, and the world rage against us, they are defeated. They died the death when Jesus crushed their skull. We who have died with Jesus will also live with him. Go in peace. Amen. --106

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.

Partners in the Gospel: Rev. Seltz and LCMS



President Harrison Meet...

Friday, April 22, 2011

The President of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and the Speaker of The Lutheran Hour radio program are two of the most influential positions throughout the Christian world. The two new men who have moved into these positions within the past year, Rev. Matthew Harrison and Rev. Greg Seltz, got together at the world headquarters of Lutheran Hour Ministries in early March to welcome each other to their new positions, share stories about their ministries, and discuss some of the challenges facing the church today.

Interview with Pastor Greg Seltz and President Matt Harrison from Lutheran Hour Ministries Int'l on Vimeo. Special thanks to the Lutheran Hour Ministries staff for getting us a link to this video so quickly. The original LHM interview can be found here.



Blessed Easter

Saturday, April 23, 2011

Synod President Matthew C. Harrison draws from the writings of the great LCMS theologian Francis Pieper to convey the truth that our risen Lord is the God of the living and the dead whose Easter victory makes us “more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37). Download the video Download the Transcript



A Future with a Promise

Monday, April 25, 2011

The following was preached at IC Chapel services this Easter Monday, based on Luke 24:13–35. These two guys were obviously stuck in the past. I mean, I guess we would be, too. When you have something so devastating happen to you, it’s only natural that you find yourself returning to it, again and again. You find yourself thinking about it over and over, of running through all the details in your mind, of trying to figure out what exactly happened. And more troubling, trying to answer the question, why? Why did it happen? You see, these two guys had hoped that Jesus would be the one to rescue Israel from 107

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. the Romans. We’ve all been there, haven’t we? We’ve had our hopes dashed—smashed to pieces, in fact. We thought things would go one way, and they went the other. We jumped this way, and the ground beneath us moved that way. What do you do when the world around you falls apart? For these two guys, Jesus came into their lives . . . sideways, so to speak. He came in alongside them and joined them in their conversation as they were stuck there in the tragedy of Jerusalem. They wanted to stay back there in Holy Week, but he pointed them forward to their future with Him: “‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into His glory?’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” When your world comes apart, Jesus would point you to Himself as well—that it was necessary for Him to suffer on Your behalf; and that He has paid for all of your sins—for all of the past, as terrible as that might be. And because He has paid for the past, has taken care of it all, your future is secure with Him. No matter what. In fact, it’s more than secure. With Jesus, it’s better. Those two guys were hoping for a rather limited future, actually—a redeemer who would kick out the Romans. But what they got instead was a real Redeemer—one who shed His own blood for them, and then was raised on the third day for their justification. Only the Lord Himself could have come up with that future! And that is your future on this Easter Monday, year of our Lord future with the promise “that all things work together for good for those who love God and who are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Rev Jon D. Vieker



On Knowing Nothing But the Cross

Wednesday, April 27, 2011

Dear Jesus Christ, Lord from Your cross, and Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, rule our hearts through Your suffering cross and forgive us our sins, that we may become partakers of Your divine life; for you live and rule with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN Text – 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Introduction Mark was the apple of his father’s eye. His parents had seven daughters, and then came Mark. He was supposed to take over the farm, the center of all his father’s hopes and dreams. But then... At the time I was a 33 year old associate pastor. In the weeks before had done weddings for two of Mark’s older sisters. So I knew Mark fairly well. But then... there was this hot afternoon in July. The senior pastor was away. I was just coming home 108

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. from visiting with another family where the grandfather, Johnny was his name, had died of heart disease at the age of 55. That didn’t phase me too much. At 55 you’ve lived most of your life anyway – right? That’s what I thought when I was 33. But then... I was just coming home when my wife met me on the front porch, “Here, call this number. Something terrible has happened to Mark.” He had gone on a canoe trip with his girlfriend with the youth group of the neighboring congregation. He had fallen into a hole in the river and drowned. And now they couldn’t reach his parents. I found a daughter and son-in-law and drove out to the farm. How do you tell a father his only son is dead? The rest of the night was a blur, of crying out to God, of turning to His Word, then crying out some more. Well, the very next day, after a long day of funeral homes, of visiting with both grieving families, I was coming home, and there was my wife on the front porch again: “You’ve got to go down to the hospital. Bobby has been electrocuted and they don’t know if he’s going to live.” I do remember pounding the dashboard of my car yelling at God: “Let him live! I’ve had enough death already!” But as soon as I came into the emergency room, it was clear that Bobby was gone. Three terrible tragedies in three days. What happens to you when you meet with broken people? What happens when the ministry starts to break YOU? To what do we cling? When our hearts are broken? St. Paul had not had an easy time of it before coming to Corinth. Beaten and imprisoned in Philippi. A riot and a nighttime escape from Thessalonica, followed by another hasty “gotta get outa town” from Beorea. Then the cool indifference in Athens. That must have been the worst of it. So Paul had determined to know nothing among the Corinthians, except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He was with them, Paul said, in weakness, in fear and in much trembling. His message and his preaching were not in overwhelming words, or lofty rhetoric, but in the simple demonstration of the Spirit and of the power of God. In the foolish message of the cross, where God had hidden all His power, so that their faith might rest, not in the wisdom of man, but in the power of God. What about you? Where do you not have an easy time of it? Where are you broken? Here I want you to think past all the outward signs of success – or failure for that matter – in the ministry. You see, we preachers have fine ways of fooling ourselves: How many are you worshipping? If there are more and more, wow! That’s great, we must be doing something right! Or perhaps your numbers are decreasing, but we’re being faithful! And the people left behind are the REAL Lutherans! Forget about it guys! God can see through BOTH masks, even if no one else does. Those are both theologies of glory, not of the cross. Think about it. As a pastor, and as a MAN, where are you broken? What wakes you up at two in the morning and does not let you go back to sleep? What if it’s not true? What if I have it all wrong? Why won’t they get it? How will we go on if this doesn’t happen? How will I get through to them? What about my family? My kids? Why are they wandering so far from God? What if my people discover I’m really a fraud, that I’m just as scared as they are? That I have questions – even doubts, as well? What about my failures, my sins? What about my own fear of dying? Those were just some of the thoughts racing through my mind when I went with Mark’s 109

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. mom and dad to identify his body in the morgue, and then go to help them pick out his casket. And later that same day to sit down with Bobby’s mom and his brother to plan his funeral. I felt like I had nothing to give. No more theology of glory left in me. I was empty. But God was thereby teaching me that in the cross of Jesus, I still had just what was needed. For those folks didn’t care what Pastor Mueller was thinking. They wanted to know what God was thinking! And this is what God had for them in His Word: Jesus Christ, and Him crucified! Crucified and raised from the dead. It was for moments just such as this, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hung on the cross and died. If you are looking for a sign that God is THERE, even in the casket room. That God is THERE at 2 a.m. That God is THERE whenever we suffer. That God is THERE when we are weak, when we are empty and our faith is just about ready to give up. Look no further than this: the crucified, bloody, dead, Son of God, hung on the cross. Not only because we also know the victory to come on Easter, but because this is our Immanuel, our God with us, even in suffering, even in the worst of times. This is the Lamb of God, the mysterious power of God made perfect in weakness. And not just for your people, but also for YOU, pastors, and wives and church workers. FOR YOU! Here in the bloody body of Christ on the cross, is the power of God. Here is the place our faith rests in the power of God. In a sermon on the words of John, “behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), Martin Luther preaches to us: This is an extraordinary comforting sermon on Christ our Savior... He assumes not only my sins but also the sins of the whole world, from Adam down to the very last mortal. These sins He takes on Himself. For these sins He is willing to suffer and die that our sins may be expunged and we may gain eternal life and blessedness. Who can ever give adequate expression to this? ... Anyone who wishes to be saved must know that all his sins have been placed on the back of this Lamb! So John points to Christ, to this Lamb, saying, ‘Do you want to know where the sins of the world are placed for forgiveness? Don’t look to the law! You will find sins there to terrify and damn you. But if you really want to find a place where the sins of the world are exterminated and deleted, then cast your gaze upon the cross.' The Lord placed all your sins on the back of this Lamb. ... There is no other comfort... for this Lamb bears the sins of the whole world. (Luther’s Works, Volume 22, Sermons on the Gospel of John, p. 162). This Lamb bears YOUR sins... Your doubt and your fears? Placed on Jesus! Your sinful pride and the masks we use to cover up? All placed on Jesus! Your hateful thoughts, your frustrations, all the sins you hide? Yes, they are all laid on Jesus, the sinless Lamb of God. This is the remarkable, powerful wisdom of God. The One who is fully and perfectly God in our human flesh, saves us by becoming bloody, dead, hanging on a cross. I lay my sins on Jesus! Says the Hymn, the spotless lamb of God... He bears them all and frees us, from the accused load I bring my guilt to Jesus, To wash my crimson stains Clean in His blood most precious, till not a spot remains. (LSB 606, st.1) No human being could have come up with this. But it is just what we need. God Himself 110

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. takes on our deepest fear, the fear we have, if we are honest, of our own suffering and death. So it was Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Three days, three funerals. The following Tuesday I had taken my two boys to a water park when there came an announcement over the PA that I had a phone call. I tried to ignore it, but it came again, so I answered the phone and discovered that a young man from our congregation - just over 30 years old, a seminarian, on vicarage - had died in an accident, leaving a wife and two little kids. Would I go see his parents? This was the hardest one of all. To this day, I don’t understand it. So it turned out there were four terrible funerals in ten days. The congregation was absolutely rocked. And then the epistle for the Sunday after all of that was Romans 8:28, “God works everything for good, for those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose.” I read the text, and then said, “Oh yeah?” YES! What could be worse than the Son of God dead and buried? I asked. But surprise! God brought good out of that by raising Him from the dead. So God will also work good for you, raising Christ from the dead. Forgiving your sins. Walking with you alive through all the trials of this life. And raising also YOU to life in the resurrection He will give YOU! So that your faith does not rest in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God, the saving power of Christ crucified. Just this past Saturday afternoon, while driving home, I was listening to NPR’s program This American Life. Some kind of psychic was describing how she had been giving readings from tarot cards to people she met on the train she rode every day. Lots of people readily had her give them a reading. Then she described a man who ridiculed the process, would curse her, berate her, make fun of her. But finally, one day, he asked for a reading, “Oh just do it!” So she did. And the reading was terrible, with all the worst cards, predictions of doom. Suddenly, this man broke down and cried in front of her, and in between his sobs, his story spilled out. He had heart disease, his wife was divorcing him and he was about to lose his job. And he felt completely alone. Now please, I’m not in any way condoning satanic arts like tarot cards, but the thing that hit me was this: The man exposed his deep despair. And all the tarot card reader could say was, “You know, how this all turns out ... is up to you!” All that did was to make his situation even worse! It just deepened his hopelessness. For that’s all Satan, the world and our sin will give: darkness and despair. How absolutely DIFFERENT is the message of the cross. For on the cross, Jesus entered our suffering. On the cross, all our sins, all our failures, our death, were all laid on Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God. On the cross, God Himself took even our despair. So that now, in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, you have everything you need. Everything to give you hope, and enable you to bring hope into the worst despair. Everything to give you light, and also to bring light for the darkest soul. Everything to forgive your dirtiest sins, so that you also can speak Christ’s forgiveness for the sins others bring to you. For you have God Himself, dead on a cross, so that you will know how great is His love. You have God in Christ, raised to life again, FOR YOU! For all, yes... but FOR YOU, too, dear pastor, especially when you are empty of anything to give. For this is how God works with us – by death and resurrection. First with Jesus, now with us in our Baptism. 111

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. We were buried with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too may be raised with Him to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). God kills us by His law, so that in Christ, He is alive to raise you and me to life in Him. Conclusion Johnny was 55 when he died. Mark was 18. Bobby was 21. And Rick was about 32, with a wife and two little kids. I don’t pretend to understand. But I know this. They are with the Lord, awaiting that last great day, when what Paul writes 14 chapters later in this same letter will come true: "Listen, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. ... Then shall come to pass the saying that is written: Death is swallowed up in victory, O death, where is your victory? O death where is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:5157, selected verses). What I learned that terrible week in July is that this victory in Christ crucified and raised from the dead, this victory is for pastors too. Pastors broken by sin and death. Pastors beset with despair and disappointment. Pastors discouraged and beaten down. Christ crucified is for pastors, too. Though this proclamation of the cross may be a stumbling block to some, and rank foolishness to others, when you see yourself as empty, and realize you have nothing, then Christ, dead on the cross, but now raised from the dead. Then Christ becomes the sure sign that God has NOT abandoned you, that God is with you, that God is turning your face away from all those things that cannot help you, turning your face toward HIM, and Him alone. That Christ crucified is final assurance that He has taken all your sin and death, all your despair, into Himself. And that just as Christ has been raised from the dead, so does He forgive YOU, and so will He raise YOU to life with Him. The Church may look like a weak and foolish thing, often times exasperating even the strongest pastor. But it is still the Bride of Christ, whom He loves and cleanses daily by the washing of water with the Word. Just as He does you! And in just a moment, we will gather here at His altar, for His Supper, to show forth His death until He comes again, and to receive His forgiveness. For every week, somewhere, somehow, for 2000 years, Christ has been giving His body and His blood, as He promised. So that He is now RIGHT HERE! Jesus Christ, and Him crucified, right now, FOR YOU! In the name of Jesus, Amen! (Sermon preached for the Northern Illinois District Pastoral Conference, February 8, 2011.) + Herb Mueller
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This story in the Detroit Free Press heralds the retirement of the Rev. Dr. Paul Maier from Western Michigan University. Dr. Maier serves as 3rd Vice President of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Paul is a delight to be around. He loves stories, apologetics, ancient history, texts, the New Testament, and much more. I'm thankful to know him. Matt Harrison
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From the May 2011 Reporter Insert want to help move peopleinto vision mode.’ By Kim Plummer Krull A long with sharing a border, Minnesota North District President Rev. Donald Fondow and North Dakota President Rev. Dr. James Baneck share the conviction that God’s people are called to look outward, including reaching out in international mission fields. Instead of their districts attempting to shoulder mission work solo, both men believe in the power of partnerships. “It’s exciting that the Synod is looking to partner with districts in foreign missions,” Baneck says. “People in our congregations are interested in and seeking ways to be a part of international projects. It’s an opportunity for grassroots ownership.” In this edited interview, Baneck (JB) and Fondow (DF) discuss a growing orphan care project in Kenya started by LCMS members in North Dakota and Minnesota and partnerships that move congregations and districts beyond “survival mode” into “vision mode.” Q: When you traveled to Kenya in February, you got a firsthand look at Project 24 (www.lcms.org/project24), the orphan care program started by LCMS members in the North Dakota and Minnesota North districts in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK) and LCMS World Relief and Human Care. What do you want fellow LCMS members to know about this partnership project? JB Project 24 began with a group of men asking ELCK Bishop Walter Obare, “If we partnered with you, what would you want us to do?” The goal is to build 24 rescue [orphan care] centers to raise up a generation of Lutherans and a generation of leaders—not only for the ELCK but for the Kenyan culture as well. [Six centers are now operating, with four more under construction and plans for another 10 under way.] I’d love 113

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. to see our district take on building and maintaining a Project 24 site, supporting what these men began. It’s a great opportunity for our district to get involved in an international project. Q: You both mention that districts and congregations need to fight a tendency toward an “inward” focus. How can partnerships help our church reach out internationally? JB We can do so much more together than we can do alone. In Kenya, for example, the Minnesota North and North Dakota districts have a common interest through Project 24. It’s an opportunity to look beyond ourselves and serve internationally as individual members, congregations and as districts. The LWML, Orphan Grain Train and other ministries also work in Kenya. Instead of working separately, we need to look for ways we can work together and get more done together. DF After our two districts did joint theological conferences, we started looking for a project we could do together to connect our members and as an opportunity to make an international impact together. People from our districts already are involved in Project 24, so why not build on that involvement, expand it and make it a formal mission outreach of the district? We believe that if we present a strong mission opportunity before the people, the support will follow. Q: How do you see the new emphasis onwitness, mercy, life togetherhelping your district accomplish ministry goals? DF It’s definitely a great way for looking at the overall work that the Lord has privileged us to be a part of. That threefold focus touches on who we are as the church and who the Lord would have us to be. We are to be witnesses in showing God’s love and doing acts of mercy out in the world together, not in a vacuum. JB In the past, we’ve done each of those emphases, yet some people may have been afraid of a “social Gospel.” But when we connect mercy with who we are in Christ, it’s the church doing Christ’s work on earth. When you look at what we’re doing in Kenya with Project 24, it’s mercy work, witnessing by proclaiming the Gospel and it’s certainly life together. We’re not just being Christians here in this country, but having life together with our partners in Kenya. At the same time, [Kenyan Lutherans] have a lot they can teach us about the Christian faith. Q: Our Synod faces challenges, economic and otherwise. Yet you sound excited about future mission and ministry opportunities. Why? JB I am excited. When you go to Kenya and see people worshipping in corrugated metal churches and they are so joyful and lively, how can you dwell on our own financial shortages? We are so blessed. We have so many resources. The more we tell the story and show how we can partner together to benefit our brothers and sisters in Christ, people are going to want to be a part of that story. DF When you make a connection with workers you help send into the field or a project you help support, it is exciting. Yes, there’s been a recession. Yes, our district has more congregations in communities of 2,500 people or less than any other district. There’s a tendency to focus inward and go into survival mode, but we want to help move people 114
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"None of these can harm them: Sin, Death, the



Devil, hunger, thirst...

Thursday, April 28, 2011

"... and from Jesus Christ..., him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father." (Rev. 1) The faithful are righteous Kings. Not that they wear a golden crown on their head or bear a golden sceptre or appear dressed in silk, velvet and garments of gold and silk. The truth is much more splendid: they are lords over Death and the Devil, Hell and every sort of misfortune. To them, shame is honor; Hell is Heaven; Death is Life; the Devil is a man made from straw; Sin is Righteousness; unhappiness is happiness; poverty is wealth. For they are lords over everything and they need nobody, because they are of God and they have God as a friend - indeed, as a loving Father - and in God they find wealth, great treasures and every sort of good and enjoy great abundance. Therefore none of these can harm them: Sin, Death, the Devil, hunger, thirst, cold, heat, the sword or any misfortune. Luther Brevier: Worte fuer jeden Tag, Wartburg Verlag (2007), p. 135.



Go to the Seminary!
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Harrison: Time to head to the seminary. Joe Schmo - Wannabe Pastor: Really? Harrison: Yes, really. Schmo: But I'm hearing that guys are going to the sem, yet there are many who are not receiving calls at the end of their four years of study? Harrison: It is true that the past couple of years the number of graduates from our two seminaries has exceeded available calls. HOWEVER, all or nearly all of the students desiring to serve in a parish have been placed in the course of the months following graduation. I myself had to wait several months to be placed, so hey... be confident that the Lord will bless. He will! Schmo: Are you SURE about that? What if I go through all the trouble of moving, perhaps selling my house, moving my wife and kids, and all that with no guarantee of a call at the end? 115

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Harrison: The economy won't remain in the tank forever. In fact, the number of calling congregations across the Missouri Synod increased significantly over the past year. The UNOFFICIAL word right now is that the number of men who will have to wait to be placed will be much fewer than last year. And I'm confident that with a little time, all will be placed. Schmo: But what are the long term trends? Harrison: There are a number of factors here, but a couple of things make me rather optimistic about the need. Right now and well into the next two decades, the class size of retiring pastors are quite large. The raw data show that we are going to need to replace some 300 retiring clergy per year for some time to come. There are factors affecting this need currently, such as retiring clergy continuing to serve on a part-time basis, or small congregations choosing to employ a retired man rather than pay a full salary. But the bottom line is that the need long term will be significant. There will also continue to be the need for church planters. Schmo: O.K. But the economy still worries me. Harrison: Fair enough. But there have been times in the Synod's history when hundreds of men were without calls. We are nowhere near that challenge at the moment. Moreover, although the economy in certain states is particularly challenging, still, in many rural/farming communities there is a significant economic upswing occurring, driven by record high prices for corn and soybeans. The Lord will provide. Schmo: But the housing market is a problem, no? Harrison: Yes, true. There have been better times to sell and move. But hey, Ft. Wayne remains one of the lowest priced housing markets in the country, and it is definitely a buyers' market in St. Louis - which is a huge and very diverse market. Many Ft. Wayne students live in low cost government subsidized housing, and the St. Louis sem has married student housing right on campus. Schmo: But can't I just do my seminary education via distance learning? Harrison: It is true that the seminaries offer distance education for certain specific circumstances, where a man intends perhaps to be bi-vocational. Such programs offer flexibility needed for some local challenges. But there is no substitute for a thorough, residential education. While distance opportunities are appropriate for some, a distance education may also limit your ability to serve in the maximum number of circumstances in the future. Schmo: So what's the great benefit of a residential education? Harrison: There is absolutely no substitute for total immersion in a community of hundreds of men and women (deaconess students) all totally committed to studying the sacred texts of holy scripture. There is no substitute for rigorous language study done in residence, study that will bless your ministry for decades to come. There is no substitute for the learning that occurs shoulder to shoulder with professors, students, graduate students, on burning topics of the day. We have the two finest Lutheran seminaries in the world. Both are in good shape financially. The St. Louis sem has undergone marvelous renovation of the physical plant thanks to the work of President Meyer and the staff. The 116

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Ft. Wayne seminary boasts a fabulous new library facility, which will open soon. The faculties boast many men who are leading scholars in their field of study, from historical theology to doctrinal theology, to exegesis and practical theology. Schmo: But how do I know this step is for me? Harrison: You can only find out by inquiring. If you have a good reputation in your home parish, if you love the bible and love people, if you have the nascent tools to be a leader, if you have a passion to know more about Christ, and share that knowledge with people who need to know Jesus, contact the seminaries and ask for an application. The process will assist you in assessing your potential. There are great folks at the sem with lots of experience in helping men and women, working with their current realities, while honoring their vocations as father or mother. And once you've been accepted, you can always postpone for a year or so, or go when the moment is right. Schmo: Are there other people like me at the sem? Harrison: Indeed there are. Many. And there are profs too who have gone through exactly what you are going through. And you will find a community made up of diverse individuals asking many different questions, hungry for knowledge of the scriptures and the Lutheran confessions. There will be people at the sem from all over the world and your eyes will be opened to a whole new world, the world of the church of Christ which spans the globe and the centuries. Schmo: But I'm still nervous! Harrison: You should be nervous! This is a huge step. And you are contemplating a vocation which is difficult but also hugely rewarding. There are risks, but there are also fantastic blessings. I can not find the words to express how much I've enjoyed my time serving in the parish. People let you into their lives at their worst moments, and at their most joyous moments. To bring the forgiveness and comfort in Christ, to share in new lives beginning in baptism, to teach young people to love Christ, to minister to the sick and dying, are honors which few Christians get to experience. And the opportunities to take Christ into the surrounding community are legion! Schmo: That sounds like a pretty cool job! Harrison: It is! There are few jobs where you are expected to study the scriptures and related texts, and then get the chance to directly apply what you've learned from God's word during the week, and every Sunday morning in the context of real lives and people. Seminary teaches you how to study as well as all the basics you need to serve Christ in his people. Schmo: I guess I'd better do some more praying about this. Harrison: Indeed, dear friend. And be assured that I'm praying for you too. Jesus said task number one in mission is to "pray the Lord of the harvest send workers." And I'm praying that directly with YOU in mind. H.C. Schwan, president of the Synod from 1878 to 1899 said that you'd better watch out if you "pray the Lord of the harvest send workers." Why? Because you'll soon find that the Lord sends YOU! As you pray, I'd suggest you read St. Paul's Pastoral Epistles and let them saturate your thoughts and prayers (I & II Timothy and Titus). 117

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. There is no need, I'm convinced, that the Missouri Synod should decline. We have a worldwide moment before us. It will require fidelity to the Scriptures and Lutheran teaching, zeal for the gospel of Christ, openness to diverse cultures, mercy for those hurting, and love for the church. And, it will require a GREAT seminary trained ministerium. Go to the sem! Matt Harrison



Prague Lutherans Help Japan Disaster
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By Albert B. Collver From the May 2011 Reporter Insert Pastor David Jurech, superintendant of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (EVAC) in Prague, recently wrote to the LCMS regarding the earthquake and subsequent disasters in Japan. He wrote, “About Japan it is very difficult to find an explanation. Only God knows why that happened, and we should not speculate about it, but rather repent . . .” (Luke 13:1–5). He went on to explain that his church is small but expressed how his church would like to provide some assistance to the Japanese. He wondered if it might be possible for his church to partner with the LCMS in some way. Pastor Jurech’s message reflects two significant biblical themes: repentance, and care for the body of Christ and for our neighbor in need. Repentance because we do not know the Lord’s reason for permitting suffering in a particular place, but we do know that because of our sin we deserve judgment and punishment. So as Jesus said, we repent for our sin and pray for our neighbor in need. As the body of Christ we care for other Christians who are hurting. As Martin Luther writes, “This is obvious: if anyone’s foot hurts him, yes, even the little toe, the eye at once looks at it, the fingers grasp it, the face puckers, the whole body bends over to it, and all are concerned with this small member; again, once it is cared for, all the other members are benefited” (AE 35:52). As far removed as Prague and the Czech Republic are from Japan, the Lutheran Church there hurts like you do when you stub your toe over the suffering of others in Japan. Because the Lord has given us a life together with Him and shown us compassion, we desire to have compassion on others in need both near and far from us. As a body works together for the well-being of the person, the church throughout the world (here in the United States, Prague, and also with gifts from our partner churches in Hong Kong and Korea) can work together to assist our brothers and sisters in Christ in Japan. The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Prague is not a partner church of the LCMS. In fact, the LCMS did not reach out to this church. Rather, this church found the LCMS as it sought out a church that believed the Holy Scriptures and confessed The Bookof Concord. Lutheranism in the Czech Republic has a long and difficult history, beginning shortly after the Reformation. After Lutheranism was exterminated in Prague during the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648), it re-emerged in the 18th century as German 118

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Lutherans came to Prague. Under communism, Lutheranism all but vanished in Prague, only to emerge again in 1993. Currently, LCMS pastor Ron Stehr conducts English services in Prague. The EVAC is not the only church the LCMS has engaged in conversations in the Czech Republic. In the fall of 2010, the LCMS signed a working agreement with the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession near the border of Poland to cooperate in externals and to work together where possible. The Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession continued to exist in hiding during the Thirty Years’ War and suffered much under communism. While the LCMS does not have fellowship with either church body in the Czech Republic, we continue in conversation, praying Jesus’ prayer that the church may be one, having a life together in Christ and with a common confession of faith.



Sending Two to South Africa
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By Kim Plummer Krull From the May 2011 Reporter Insert "Incredibly thankful." That’s how Dr. Carl Rockrohr describes his reaction when he learned that the LCMS Michigan District will provide $50,000 to help support him and his wife, Deborah, in their new calls from LCMS World Mission to serve the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (LCSA). “What a great sense of support and partnership from the church,” says Rockrohr, who will teach at the Theological Seminary in Tshwane and assist the LCSA bishop. Deborah, a deaconess, will be director of the seminary’s residential deaconess training program. The Rockrohrs are the sixth missionary family from Michigan to receive funding through the Michigan District The Future is Now campaign in partnership with the Synod’s Fan into Flame. “Reaching out in Michigan is our top priority, but it’s also our responsibility to take the Gospel outside our borders,” says Ray Zavada, the district’s vice-president for development. “While we don’t have the expertise or the opportunities that World Mission has to place international missionaries, we have people who want to help support those missionaries with their gifts.” Michigan District President Rev. David P.E. Maier acknowledges financial challenges in a state with 14 percent unemployment. But, he adds, “We’re still the body of Christ. We have blessings and responsibilities. Hopefully, what we do will influence others to come by God’s grace to know Jesus Christ.” The Rockrohrs are former career missionaries in Ghana. Carl now serves as assistant professor of religion at Concordia University, Ann Arbor. Beginning this summer, he and Deborah will visit congregations and seek partners to help them raise the required 80 119

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. percent of their first year field budget. The Michigan District provides some of those “vitally important” funds. “We are so thankful that during these tough economic times for our congregations and our schools, the district is saying they value the work of the Lord in South Africa,” Rockrohr says. To learn more about the Rockrohrs and their call, visit www.rockrohr.net.



A Tale of Two Campus Ministries
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Though the face of campus ministry has changed overthe years, preaching Christ to students never changes. From the May 2011 Reporter Insert By Gretchen Roberts A rich history and promising future define LCMS campus ministry. Beginning in 1920 on the campus of the University of Wisconsin–Madison, the LCMS planted chapels centered in Word and Sacrament while other denominations’ campus ministry models were based on “clubs” or “centers.” Today more than 170 campus ministries and 610 “contact ministries”—churches near colleges and universities—reach out to 160,000 LCMS students and millions of unchurched students. Traditionally, a full-time campus pastor has served an on-campus chapel, funded by district dollars; but as budgets have dried up and the dynamics of college life have changed, many campus ministries have shifted from that model to one of local congregational support. “The future of campus ministry is very much in congregations asking ‘who is my neighbor?’ and seeing that they have an opportunity for outreach to Lutheran and nonLutheran students alike,” says Pastor Marcus Zill, Christ on Campus executive for Higher Things and campus pastor at St. Andrews Lutheran Church and Campus Center in Laramie, Wyo. “Campus ministry doesn’t take money, it takes initiative. It takes the church being the church for young people at a pivotal time in their lives.” Take a look at how two congregationally-based campus ministries reach out to and minister to students in the changing landscape of campus ministry. Luther Memorial Chapel Milwaukee, Wis. (lmcusc.org) Serves: University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee; Concordia, Mequon; Marquette University; Wisconsin Lutheran College; and others History: UW–Milwaukee had a full-time campus pastor across the street from campus until 2001, when the district cut funding for the full-time position and asked Luther Memorial, six blocks from campus, to take over. 120

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Ministerial and financial model: Dr. Kenneth Wieting supervises a vicar who spends about half his time on campus, a part-time student coordinator and a part-time international student coordinator. The district provides a small stipend, and the congregation of Luther Memorial Chapel funds the balance and provides volunteer support for meals and events. Reaching out: Rachel Ploetz, student coordinator, sends out a mailing each summer to every LCMS congregation in the five surrounding districts (about 1,000) encouraging pastors and families to contact their LCMS campus ministry on behalf of their students, and to send names of students to Luther Memorial. Most students from other colleges find Luther Memorial by word of mouth. Activities: “Our main focus is on worshipping together, receiving Christ’s gifts on Sunday mornings,” Ploetz says. Weekly on-campus Bible study, an informational table four days a week at the student union staffed by the vicar and volunteers, an on-campus speaker each semester, social events like trips to the Brewers’ games and after-church meals round out the ministry. The international student ministry involves worship and Bible study, monthly potluck meals, social events and ongoing English classes. Blessings: “The blessings go two ways: enrichment of the congregational life with these young people present and involved, and in providing them a church home away from home,” Wieting says. Some college students become very involved in the life of the congregation, singing in choir and teaching Sunday school. Challenges: Finding the students: “Contact information is gold,” Wieting says. Once students are found, getting them to show up to church and events in opposition to the inner pull for freedom and the pressure points they encounter on campus. Opportunities: Ploetz sees opportunities for congregational members to get involved by volunteering for campus ministry events or even to make a concerted effort to get to know students and welcome them at church. International student ministry is a growing area with many opportunities, Wieting says, with students coming from other countries for a year or two, often not knowing Christ but needing to learn English. Luther Memorial has baptized and confirmed several international students who in turn have gone home and spread the Good News there. Lutheran Campus Ministry Knoxville, Tenn. (utklutheran.org) Serves: University of Tennessee–Knoxville (UT) and other area college campuses History: When the full-time LCMS campus pastor retired in 2003, the district dropped campus ministry funding due to other mission activities. Students at UT began attending First Lutheran Church, three miles from campus, and area pastors began a campus Bible study. In 2006, First Lutheran called Rev. Derek Roberts as associate pastor/campus minister to serve the students at UT and the growing church and school at First Lutheran. Ministerial and financial model: Pastors Paul Bushur and Derek Roberts provide Word and Sacrament ministry to students at First Lutheran Church, and Roberts runs the campus ministry, raising between $15,000 and $30,000 each fall through an appeal to local churches and individuals who have a heart for campus ministry. The remainder is funded by First Lutheran Church. 121

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Reaching out: Each semester, Roberts receives a list of incoming students who indicated they are Lutheran on registration forms, and he contacts them and invites them to church and Bible study. In August, he has an on-campus table to hand out water and information about UTK Lutheran. Many students find the campus ministry through the website. Activities: “Above all, Christ keeps students connected through the Divine Service, offering forgiveness of sins, life and salvation,” Roberts says. Weekly on-campus “table talks”—a meal and Bible study—as well as social events and a yearly apologetics speaker round out campus activities. Blessings: “Students truly seem to benefit from a serious confession and authentic worship,” Roberts says. “Seeing them come to a closer relationship with Christ, wrestle with the deepest questions in life, and analyze the world and how they’re getting ready to serve and respond to it, is truly a blessing.” Challenges: Students have busy schedules, and keeping up the energy and activities that meet their needs in the right time and place can be difficult. “You have to be an initiator, even when it seems like no one else—even the students—seems to care, because ministering to them is so important,” Roberts says. Balancing the needs of the congregation and day school in his role as associate pastor with the need to spend more time on campus with students is an ongoing challenge. Opportunities: “The greatest opportunity is in getting students to church in the presence of Christ, encouraging them to be in but not of the world, and teaching them not just what they believe, but why they believe it and how to share it with others,” Roberts says. “Students today are curious, and they want to be prepared to talk to others about what they believe and practice.” Want to Start a Campus Ministry in Your Area? LCMS campus ministries cover just a quarter of colleges and universities around the United States. Clearly opportunities exist to support existing campus ministries and to begin new ones. “You always hear that youth are the future of the church. I would say they are the present,” Wieting says. Prayerfully consider beginning or supporting campus ministry for students in a critical transitional time in their lives. Here are some steps to take as a starting point. • If you’re near a campus and have even one or two students worshipping with you but no intentional student outreach, sit down and talk with those students. Ask if they know of others you can invite to church and how to reach them. • Consider registering as a student organization on campus, which provides access to rooms on campus and, at some colleges, a list of Lutherans each semester. • Talk with your circuit and district about possibilities for financial support. • If you don’t have the time or money to invest heavily in a campus ministry, simply invite students to church and connect them with members of your congregation for a home away from home. • Seek counsel from other campus ministers. Lutheran Student Fellowship 122

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. (lutheranstudentfellowship.org), Lutheran Campus Mission Association (lcmscampusministry.org) and Christ on Campus (higherthings.org/campus) are three LCMS campus ministry organizations.

Three RSOs Work with Synod to Do More



Together

Thursday, April 28, 2011

Bethesda Lutheran Communities • Mill Neck Family of Organizations • Concordia Lutheran Ministries From the May 2011 Reporter Insert By Kim Plummer Krull When a Lutheran medical clinic opens this summer in Kisumu, Kenya, the facility will provide a new level of care for Africans with special needs, including developmental and hearing disabilities. Along with launching a much- needed ministry, the clinic represents a partnership that includes two LCMS Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) whose leaders firmly believe “when we work together, we can do even more than we can individually,” says Bethesda Lutheran Communities’ Dr. Jacob A.O. Preus. “No one organization can do everything for everyone,” says Preus, Bethesda executive vice-president. “When we bring our resources, our competencies and our experience to partnerships, we can have quite an amazing capacity.” Clinic in Kenya Bethesda collaborated with Mill Neck Family of Organizations to develop the clinic, a vacant building at the compound operated by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya. Bethesda (www.bethesdalutherancommunities.org) serves people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Mill Neck (www.millneck.org) provides services for people who are deaf and their families. Mill Neck’s Rev. Steven Schumacher calls development of the clinic, which includes a pediatric surgical unit and testing for children with special needs, “one of those endeavors with multiple complexities” that works better with partners. “This is not simply a care station but a project so large that the amount of time and funding needed would be too consuming for one entity to do alone,” says Schumacher, director of Deaf Ministry. “By working with Bethesda, we are more readily able to do this project and can continue to do other [partnership projects.]” While the Synod’s RSOs provide faith-based human care services throughout the United States, many also serve internationally. To have a global outreach in today’s tough economic climate, LCMS leaders say partnerships are a must, with sister RSOs, 123

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. congregations, districts and the Synod. Group Homes in the Dominican Republic Bethesda President and CEO Dr. John Bauer points to a new group home in the Dominican Republic as another example of an RSO partnership with Synod ministries, including LCMS World Relief and Human Care and LCMS World Mission. The group home, for orphans with developmental disabilities, opened this summer in Palmar Arriba next to a young LCMS mission congregation. Over the past five years, Bethesda has collaborated in the Caribbean nation on a project that includes planting the first Dominican Lutheran congregations and launching ministry to improve the care of Dominicans with developmental disabilities. “Here’s a project where we helped train members of this fledgling congregation to reach out to children,” Bauer says. “It has all the components of witness, mercy, life together, which have long been at the core of what Bethesda is as an organization.” LCMS partnerships are essential to the Dominican mission. “It would have been unwise for [Bethesda] to go into a country and attempt to start services for people with developmental disabilities. Instead, we came alongside people who were already there and offered advice and counsel,” Preus says. (Other partners in the Dominican include the Lutheran Church of Brazil, the LCMS South Wisconsin District and St. Michael Lutheran Church, Fort Myers, Fla.) ‘1001 Orphans’ In western Pennsylvania, Concordia Lutheran Ministries (www.concordialm.org) strives to be a good corporate citizen providing health care services. But more importantly, says Keith Frndak, president and chief operating officer, the RSO wants to be “a citizen in our LCMS family, a part of the church.” Concordia designates a percentage of its annual budget to international mission work. “Just as we may criticize some congregations for being too inward, we want to make sure we deliberately look beyond our own RSO needs,” says Frndak, who also serves on the LCMS Board of Directors. While Concordia lacks expertise in international needs with a Gospel focus, the RSO “looks to the Synod to find that combination and the best opportunities for us,” Frndak says. “They have the necessary staff, resources and exposure.” One example: Concordia teamed up with LCMS World Relief and Human Care (WR-HC) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK) to launch “1001 Orphans” (www.lcms.org/1001). The orphan sponsorship program connects Kenyan children with ELCK families and congregations. WR-HC donors provide financial support. “We couldn’t have found [ELCK Bishop Walter] Obare and started 1001 Orphans without LCMS partnerships,” Frndak says. Working Together 124

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. While some RSOs tend to be “self focused” and want “solo project ownership,” Frndak says, “we are better together. If the church works together, we can make a powerful impact.” Instead of dwelling on financial challenges, Bethesda looks at today’s economic situation as “less a crisis and more an opportunity to think about how we can improve ministry,” Bauer says. One result is a shift toward encouraging and enabling partners to start outreach to people with disabilities instead of Bethesda attempting to shoulder all such ministry. In the United States, for example, Bethesda has training materials, consulting resources and religious life curricula to help congregations develop their own ministries to people in their communities who have intellectual and developmental disabilities. At Mill Neck, Schumacher agrees that partners can lead to stronger ministry. “We welcome opportunities to explore new and broader partnerships throughout the Synod to bring the Gospel to the deaf and their families in all parts of the world,” Schumacher says. “The only negative we see is a lack of time. Unfortunately, time does not allow us to tackle everything at once.”



Partnership in the Gospel

Thursday, April 28, 2011

Introduction to the May 2011 Reporter Insert We have a “life together” as a church. It is a life marked by bearing witness together to Christ, and having compassion upon those within and without the fellowship of this orthodox Lutheran faith (Gal. 2:9–10). This “life together” is both gift and task. It is given with Christ’s Word and Sacraments, and it must be tended both in doctrine and life (Acts 2:42). Where this life together is strained and broken, there are tears and anxiety (2 Cor. 2:4; 2 Cor. 11:28). Where it endures and is restored, there is joy (2 Cor. 1:24)—joy in mission (Acts 15:3), joy in a life of faith shared (Rom. 15:32), joy in encouraging each other (2 Cor. 7:13), joy in the midst of trials (1 Thess. 1:6), and joyful compassion (Heb. 10:34). Anything I might blather about “partnerships” would be but a weak shadow of a shadow compared to the following golden words of St. Paul. I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 125

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God (Phil. 1:3–11). Rev. Matthew C. Harrison



LCMS Responds to Southern Storms

Friday, April 29, 2011

LCMS President Rev. Matthew C. Harrison explains what we know about the safety of LCMS members and the extent of damage to LCMS congregations and schools as a result of recent storms in the South. Transcript | Download

The funding of this multi-billion-dollar institution called The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is complex, to say the least. It took me a good five to six years working at the International Center before I actually began to understand it. The first step in addressing a challenge is honesty about its existence and its probable causes. But this must be done with an eye on our blessings, which are truly extraordinary. We are in a definite predicament, but it’s hardly all doom and gloom. The challenges The Synod headquarters is in a financial crisis. It is, however, a very specific crisis—that is, a lack of undesignated/unrestricted dollars. Years of stopgap measures and overspending revenues have caught up to us. Throughout this current fiscal year, Synod headquarters has functioned with the equivalent of only eight days worth of unrestricted resources on hand, whereas a minimum of 30 days is where a nonprofit of our size should be functioning. On top of that, Synod had already borrowed some $11.1 million 126

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. from funds designated for other purposes . . . just to operate! The crisis involves the quickly shrinking pot of undesignated funding ($19.3 million, down almost $10 million in the past decade), most of which comes from districts. What got us here? The Synod has conistently spent every penny it receives and more. There has been a very significant yearly reduction in dollars given by congregations to districts and districts to Synod. These unrestricted funds are used to pay the bills for things you can’t easily raise funds for—like keeping the lights on, maintaining a system for reconciliation and a hundred other things. LCMS World Mission had consistently overspent its revenues, such that year by year, millions of unrestricted dollars had to be pulled away from other areas of need. Fan into Flame, while bringing great blessings, has cost significantly more and raised significantly less than projected. There has been a very definite shift in the way people prefer to give. Donors (individuals, congregations and districts) want to give to very specific needs, so it’s harder and harder to fund the basic operations (i.e., the “plumbing” it takes to get and keep a missionary in the field, or a program or service to the church, like maintaining Synod’s roster and statistics, or accounting/auditing, or a Commission on Constitutional Matters, or a Concordia University System Board). Some 26 percent of the unrestricted dollars received go to service the $20 million in historic debt of the Concordia University System, including interest and to subsidize educational operations. Theological disagreement and institutional distrust have affected congregational and district giving. What’s been done thus far? We have significantly reduced spending and eliminated (with great pain) close to $2 million in staffing paid for by unrestricted dollars. We’ve taken action to cease overspending in LCMS World Mission. We have eliminated whole departments and areas of service and significantly consolidated staff for efficiency. We are launching the “Koinonia Project” to begin to deal with the theological issues that have caused us to distrust each other. We are attempting to lead in a way that does not divide. The new structure of the Synod is focused laserlike on WITNESS, MERCY, and LIFE TOGETHER—the heart and soul of what it means to be the Church. The blessings It’s the devil’s trick to make us think that somehow we are hurting financially or that we 127

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. don’t have the resources collectively to do what the Church needs to do for the sake of Christ and His Gospel. This is the Missouri Synod’s worldwide moment, and together we have the resources to step forward with the Gospel and Luther’s teaching on the worldwide platform awaiting our arrival. Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), with only 4 percent of the LCMS participating, manages $2 billion in investor assets, which are used to provide affordable loans to congregations and other LCMS entities. Thankfully, Synod headquarters has not needed to draw on its line of credit with LCEF in over two years. Concordia Plan Services manages another $3 billion in retirement and disability assets—kept healthy through the constant influx of young teachers and pastors. Concordia Publishing House (CPH) has the blessing of $30 million in the bank—revenue due largely to a wildly successful new hymnal! The LCMS Foundation is doing well as it manages the various financial assets entrusted to it by congregations, organizations and individuals. Even as undesignated giving from districts has declined, folks from those same districts have exploded in providing designated funds for specific mission and mercy needs! Through the prudent management of resources, LCMS World Relief and Human Care is currently operating with a healthy reserve of over $3 million, affording it flexibility to address critical needs during turbulent times. The Synod should strive to operate in the same way. By the grace of God and for the sake of the mission of this church, it’s time for us, together, to get our financial house in order. We are working hard at it here in St. Louis. Will you help? Will you assist your congregation and district in resolving this challenge? I know you can. I pray you will. Pastor Matthew Harrison “Let’s go!” Mark 1:38 e-mail: president@lcms.org Web page: www.lcms.org/president blog: www.wmltblog.org --May 2011 Matthew Harrison
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together.



A Special LCMS Financial Report

Tuesday, May 03, 2011

Convinced the solutions to the Synod’s financial distress lie with the people and congregations of the church, President Harrison exhorts the Synod to read the May Lutheran Witness, which offers a frank look at our many blessings but also the tremendous challenges we face. “The future,” he says, “is now.” And where there is a financial challenge, it’s a “living-together challenge” of “our sharing together with Christ and with each other.” Can't see the video? Watch it here:

Blessings, Gift, Challenges -- May 2011 Lutheran



Witness

Wednesday, May 04, 2011

The May 2011 Lutheran Witness is hot off the press. You can get it from the Lutheran Witness site. (Download here). President Harrison begins the issue: "At my request, The Lutheran Witness staff has put together this issue to inform the good folks of Synod about the financial realities that we face. The funding of this multi-billiondollar institution called The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is complex, to say the least. It took me a good five to six years working at the International Center before I actually began to understand it. The first step in addressing a challenge is honesty about its existence and its probable causes. But this must be done with an eye on our blessings, which are truly extraordinary. We are in a definite predicament, but it’s hardly all doom and gloom." Articles Include: • From the President -- Matthew C. Harrison 129

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • The Constancy of Change -- Larry Rast • Body and Soul Work -- Albert B Collver / Kim Krull • Mission Heritage -- Kim Krull • Fan Into Flame -- Kim Krull • Righting the Financial Ship -- Kim Krull • The Lord Gives Christians Manage -- Jerald Wulf • LCMS Agencies • LCMS Seminaries -- Roland Lovestad • LCMS Schools -- William Cochran • The Concordia University System -- Adriane Dorr • Witness, Mercy, Life Together, and Restructuring -- Albert Collver • The Future Is Here -- Barbara Below We will post more individual stories later. Here is the entire issue below: May 2011 Lutheran Witness



Constancy of Change

Wednesday, May 04, 2011

by Lawrence R. Rast Jr. Economic collapse, rapid social change, troubling finances this the LCMS of 1911 or 2011? President Oliver Harms presided over the 1967 Synod convention and over the Ebenezer Year. Photo courtesy Concordia Historical Institute Climate change, economic collapse, familial displacement, rapid social change, changing morals—so chaotic were the circumstances of life that some began to predict the imminent end of the world. These were the conditions that faced our Synod. Were. This situation, which seems so familiar to us today, was precisely the one into which C. F. W. 130

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Walther and F. C. D. Wyneken, the first two presidents of the LCMS, stepped as they established and led the Synod during uncertain and challenging times. We could just as easily say that they are the circumstances that face our Synod today, for we, too, live in a period of rapid and somewhat unsettling change. Blessings and challenges The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod offers one of the great stories of American Christianity: a story of blessings and challenges. Founded in 1847 with just 12 pastors and 16 congregations, it was merely one among many small Lutheran synods (at least 58 were formed between 1840–1875). Why did Missouri survive? More pointedly, why did it thrive? One key reason was its willingness to engage its context and apply its confession in creative ways. What the Synod attempted didn’t always work according to human standards, and at other times, it did so in incredibly difficult circumstances. Missouri at its beginning was German, and its outreach was to immigrants. However, by 1911, the Synod welcomed the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States into its structure as the non-geographical “English District.” Between 1917–1936, more than two-thirds of the Synod’s congregations moved to using English in worship. Even as the Synod shifted its language, it began to take on some of the characteristics of an American denomination. As its institutions flourished, its assets and holdings increased, its bureaucracy began to expand and more institutions competed for limited dollars. The result was a budget shortfall. In 1917, a group of twelve laymen addressed the Synod’s $100,000 debt and then continued their efforts, eventually forming the Lutheran Laymen’s League (LLL). Their next project was to raise $2.7 million to fund a pension plan for professional church workers. The roaring twenties, however, were a time of limited numerical growth for the LCMS. The Synod simultaneously began to accrue a significant deficit, which, by 1928, totaled more than $750,000. But things were about to get worse. The LCMS was hit hard by the Great Depression. Synod’s programs were trimmed, the budget experienced extreme tension and receipts declined. The people of the congregations were generous in their support, but their discretionary spending was limited. The result was real hardship. Not surprisingly, congregations struggled to support their pastors, and many graduates of the seminaries endured sustained waits for calls into the ministry. Finally, depression gave way to war, which in turn gave way to a “baby boom” and a period of incredible numerical and institutional growth for the LCMS. The Synod doubled in size. Its bureaucracy and budget expanded even more. So fast was the expansion that the Synod began to experience stress. In the 1960s, a new set of financial and theological pressures arose. As some became concerned over what they perceived were “changes” in theology and centralization/bureaucratization, they withheld their offerings in significant enough 131

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. amounts to impact the Synod’s budget. In 1962, Synod adopted the “Faith Forward” effort, but it did not generate meaningful interest. Even as Synod tried to trim down, the pointed remarks of an active missionary told the real story: “Synod says it has no money. We in the mission fields feel like crying.” In response, in 1965 the Synod approved a major “thank offering” to be held within the next two years. By January 1966, The Lutheran Witness reported that President Oliver Harms would soon proclaim 1967 as the “Ebenezer Year.” The goal of “Ebenezer” (“Stone of Help” or “Rock of Salvation” [1 Sam. 7:12]) was to raise at least $40 million. But Ebenezer was by all accounts a failure. The 1969 convention heard that less than $15 million had actually been received. As a result, the Synod had to pare its mission efforts back even further. Difficult years followed as membership peaked in 1971 and declined in most years since. Still, at the end of the 1970s, “Forward in Remembrance,” the largest capital campaign by an American Protestant church up to that point in time, highlighted how God had blessed the LCMS. Today we find ourselves again in a challenging time. Finances are tight. Membership has not increased as we had hoped as we approach the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. Things seem to be changing more quickly than ever. In the midst of change Blessings and challenges: That is the way of history as we move through a world toward a future that is, humanly speaking, uncertain. But we have always faced change and will continue to do so until that absolutely certain day, that final day when our Lord returns and gathers all of His people to Himself. In the meantime, we pray to be faithful in the midst of change. And here the experiences of our Synod over time—both positive and negative—can be instructive. The early leaders of our Synod helped people through difficult periods of transition. They did so by simultaneously holding fast and firmly to biblical doctrine as faithfully confessed in the Lutheran Confessions, successfully interpreting a rapidly changing culture that was entirely new to them and then providing the visionary leadership to move the Synod forward in vigorous mission and ministry. The story of the LCMS leads us to rejoice in God’s faithfulness, even as we have no illusions about the human challenges before us. However, as we frame our life together in terms of God’s rich and abundant grace, we can recognize that God has given us, through our predecessors, extraordinary gifts and a capacity beyond anything our parents in the faith could have dreamed. The challenges are indeed great. God’s blessings are even greater. Rev. Oliver Harms served as president of the LCMS from 1962–1969. About the Author: Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr. is academic dean of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. May 2011 Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
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Greetings from India



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, May 05, 2011

Rev. J Sudhakaran, Comptroller of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC), Darin Storkson, LCMS, Rev. J. Samuel, President of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC), Rev. Albert Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations. President Samuel of the IELC with Rev. Sudhakaran are in Saint Louis for discussions. The India Evangelical Lutheran Church was the first mission efforts of the LCMS. The first LCMS missionary arrived in India in 1894. It is a great honor and privilege to have President Samuel and Rev. Sudhakaran with us at the International Center.

Confessional Lutheran leaders from Sweden,



Norway and Finland Visit...

Friday, May 06, 2011

Confessional Lutheran leaders from Sweden, Norway and Finland visited the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod International Center May 6 to meet with the CTCR. The 38 Scandinavians also will visit both LC-MS seminaries and several congregations. They are interested in the Missouri Synod as a church body that seeks to be faithful to the apostolic and Reformation heritage in a postmodern age, and to realize the vision of the Church that the late Bishop Bo Giertz described in The Hammer of God. The 133

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Scandinavian leaders are from a number of Confessional Lutheran movements, but might all be fairly described as in the Giertz tradition. The group includes Bishop Roland Gustafsson of the Mission Province in Sweden and Finland, Rector Johannes Hellberg of the Lutheran School of Theology in Gothenburg, leaders of four Norwegian Confessional Lutheran movements, and ordained and lay leaders of several other Confessional movements. It was a great honor and privilege to have this group with us today.



Witness, Mercy, Life Together and Restructuring

Saturday, May 07, 2011

by Albert B. Collver III Among the blessings, gifts and challenges that our Synod faces is the task of restructuring. With the passing of Res. 8–08A at the Synod’s convention in July 2010, the Synod decided to create a more flexible organization by aligning its work around two mission boards. The President’s Office was given the monumental task of (1) continuing existing activities throughout the world and (2) consolidating the former seven program boards and six commissions around the Board for National Mission and the Board for International Mission. The job of restructuring an organization that has a total budget between $72 million (2011–2012) and $87 million (just over a decade ago) presents many challenges. At the same time, the Lord provides blessings and gifts in the restructuring, one of which is seeing the restructuring through the lens of WITNESS, MERCY, and LIFE TOGETHER. The internal structure of the national office of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is not of interest in and of itself but only in its role in service to the work of the church. According to the Augsburg Confession, Article 7, the church is the “congregation of saints in which the Gospel is purely taught and the Sacraments are correctly administered.” Christ’s church is primarily about gathering sinners around the preached Word and the Sacraments of Holy Absolution, Holy Baptism and Holy Communion for the forgiveness of sins. That is the emphasis of WITNESS (martyria). Once there are two or three believers, the church has a LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia). When individual Christians or the body of Christ sees the neighbor in need, the love of Christ and faith produce works of MERCY (diakonia). The activities of the church can thus be described as Witness (martyria), Mercy (diakonia), Life Together (koinonia). With this in mind, President Harrison asked his staff and the Restructuring Work Group to develop a structure for the national office modeled after the threefold emphasis. This structure not only reflects the three important emphases for today’s church but also echoes the operation of the first-century church as described by Paul in Gal. 2:7, 9–10. “On the contrary, when they saw I had been entrusted with the Gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the Gospel to the circumcised . . . And when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked us to remember 134

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.” The apostles proclaimed the Gospel (Witness). The apostles extended the right hand of fellowship to each other (Life Together). The apostles remembered the poor (Mercy). The basic premise of the new structure is to take the work formerly done by the seven program boards and six commissions and to organize it into the three basic categories: Witness, Mercy, Life Together (see "Restructuring Areas" below to learn about the basic activity for each area). The Witness (martyria) area focuses on activities centered on the preaching of the Lord’s Word and the administration of the Sacraments. The Mercy (diakonia) area centers on human care and compassion. The Life Together (koinonia) includes aspects of the church’s life that help and support the church’s work of Witness and Mercy. While not included as “program areas” operated by the President’s Office through the Chief Mission Officer (CMO), conceptually, the Concordia University System, the seminaries, the various commissions (e.g., the Commission on Constitution Matters [CCM], the Commission on Structure, the Commission on Handbook, the Commission on Church Relations and Church Theology [CTCR] and so on) are a part of our Life Together, as is communications, fund development and partner-church relations. The structure of the LCMS as seen through the lens of Witness, Mercy, Life Together helps every person who serves the church find a place where he or she can contribute according to his or her position and vocation. It helps us keep our attention on the work of the church while we live and exist in this world of budgets, organizational charts and all the other necessary items that go along with being a church whose legal existence is as a nonprofit corporation in the state of Missouri. It helps us keep a churchly, biblical focus. The threefold emphasis of Witness, Mercy, Life Together is scalable from the Synod at large, to districts, to congregations and even to the individual as we live out our daily Witness, show Mercy to our neighbor, and have a Life Together in Christ under His cross of forgiveness. Restructuring Areas Witness (1 John 5:78) • International Evangelistic Outreach • International Church Planting and Development • International Theological Education • International Schools • Military Chaplaincy Mercy (Mark 10:45) • Mercy Care and Community Development around the World • Disaster Response and Recovery 135

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • Mercy Medical Teams • Sanctity of Life • National Housing • Institutional Chaplaincy • Veterans/Soldiers of the Cross Life Together (1 Cor. 1:9) • Lutheran Day Schools/Early Childhood • Stewardship • Youth • Worship • Pastoral Education • RSO Granting and Management • Parish Nursing • Revitalizing/Strengthening Congregations for Outreach • National Outreach and Church Planting • Black, Hispanic, and Ethnic Congregational Outreach and Support • Communications • Fund Development • Partner Church Relations • Rural/Small Town Outreach --To download a word study on Witness, Mercy, Life Together, go to www.lcms.org/emphasis Know that the Lord, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture (Ps. 100:3). About the Author:Dr. Albert B. Collver IIIis the director of church relations and assistant to LCMS President Rev. Matthew C. Harrison. May 2011 136
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The Future is Here

Saturday, May 07, 2011

by Barbara A. Below On a beautiful spring evening in Palmar Arriba, Dominican Republic, as pictures were displayed on a makeshift screen set up in the street outside the three-bedroom home, little Ramona stood in the spotlight and danced. Along with over 200 other people who gathered from the community, Ramona enjoyed the dedication of the Good Shepherd Lutheran Home, a group home for children with disabilities, where she and five other children with developmental disabilities now live. This is their new home, the community in which they attend church and school. This is their new life. This is their future. It was just five years ago that Danelle Putnam, LCMS Developmental Disabilities Outreach Missionary, and Rev. Walter Ries, Jr. of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Brazil, came to the Dominican Republic and began the Witness emphasis of this LCMS mission through evangelistic outreach efforts and theological education. Five years ago, Willy Gaspar had asked the missionaries to come to Santo Domingo and “teach us about Jesus.” In March 2010, the Witness efforts of the mission resulted in the ordination of the first Dominican Republic Lutheran pastor. Together with Rev. Ted Krey, LCMS Regional Director for Latin America, the mission work in the Dominican has never slowed down and has now expanded to include several congregations and preaching stations, where people gather weekly to hear the Gospel proclaimed and to receive the Sacraments. While the Dominicans were learning about the Church through the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, the missionaries were also teaching them how to be the Church by reaching out with Christ’s mercy to the many orphaned and disabled children in the Dominican Replublic. These little ones are cared for by the government in institutional settings, where they receive minimal attention, limited medical treatment, no education and no therapy services to improve their condition. That’s why, from the beginning, the Lutheran mission desired to better the lives of and care for these children through acts of Mercy. Over many years of working with and visiting these institutions, an agreement was reached in December 2010 with the Dominican government to allow the first six children to be placed at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Group Home. While everyone involved gave thanks and praise to God for His great wonder and many glories revealed in the Witness and Mercy work of the mission, the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission was also expanding its role in the koinonia or Life Together emphasis of the mission. In September 2010, the mission opened the doors of Concordia Lutheran School in Palmar Arriba. There the school provides a Lutheran education to 80 children with plans to double enrollment next year. In March 2011, mission leaders signed an agreement with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina to assist in theological education with the goal of establishing a Lutheran seminary in the Dominican Republic by 137

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 2017. No wonder Dr. Jack Preus of Bethesda Lutheran Communities of Watertown, Wis., at a recent partnership meeting in the Dominican Republic, spoke in favor of the President’s three-fold emphasis and humorously quipped that “The Dominican mission was doing Witness, Mercy, Life Together long before President Harrison came up with the idea.” While Witness, Mercy, Life Together is the President’s emphasis for our Synod, it is also the way in which the New Testament church operated (Gal. 2:9–10). Both Jews and Greeks bore Witness to the Gospel, extending the right hand of fellowship in Life Together and showing Mercy to the poor. As this was the model for the first-century church, so also has it become the way of life for the Dominican Republic Lutheran Mission and a way to move forward into the future for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The President’s Transition Team and the Restructuring Work Group, charged with developing recommendations for a new structure, used these three emphases to think about how best to reorganize and focus the work of the national office. The recommendations adopted by the President will organize the national office around work teams and program units that focus on the emphasis of Witness, Mercy, and Life Together. Just as in the Dominican mission field Witness efforts are done side-by-side with Mercy and Life Together efforts, so too must the program units of the national office work sideby-side, thus ridding the national office of a “siloed” culture, one of the desired accomplishments for restructuring mentioned in Res. 8-08A. As Ramona danced, she celebrated the new life and future she is able to enjoy at the group home. Many others recently celebrated the ordination of the first Dominican Lutheran pastor, Rev. Willy Gaspar, and the bright future of the Lutheran Church in the Dominican Republic. We in the LCMS have much to thank and praise God for because of all that He has accomplished in the Dominican Republic. The wonders He has done there show us that our own future with the Lord is a bright one as our Synod presses forward to bear Witness to the Gospel, to grow in showing Mercy and to rejoice in our Life Together around a common confession of Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior. To God alone be the glory! --For more stories on Witness, Mercy, Life Together, visitwww.lcms.org/partnerstories "We have therefore for our synodical work a clear and simple rule: Everything that does not serve the course of the Gospel . . . does not belong in the circle of our considerations" (Friedrich Pfotenhauer, 1911). God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor. 1:9). About the Author: Barbara A. Belowserves as assistant to LCMS President Rev. Matthew C. Harrison. 138
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A Picture of Possibilities

Monday, May 09, 2011

Last week I attended the Lutheran Services in (www.lutheranservices.org) held in Milwaukee, Wis. It was a good conference, many learning opportunities and lots of fun! I don't say that just because Milwaukee is my hometown and it was fun to be back in my old stomping ground. It is always good to make new acquaintances and reunite with old friends while learning something new. Attendees included 300+ individuals from the Lutheran social ministry organizations affiliated with the ELCA or recognized by the LCMS. The conference theme, "A Picture of Possibilities", was intertwined nicely in the worship services, keynotes and breakout sessions. The conference events encouraged us to keep open to possibilities and use our imagination to consider impacts we can make on the future. They introduced us to the Mingle Stick ( This little device allowed us to exchange contact information with other conference attendees with one little press of a button. (Handing out business cards will soon be so old school.) The first mini-conference on volunteerism offered lots of information to those wishing to maximize the benefits of using volunteers, identified ways to reduce risks, and talked about how to engage with congregational volunteers. This mini-conference was a new addition to the LSA Annual Conference and well received by attendees. The entire conference was future focused and energizing. With "A Picture of Possibilities" as the theme, and confidence in the words of God in scripture, it is hard to return home not being energized and excited for what could be possible. Good job Lutheran Services in America! -Barbara Below

A little musical "life together" at the South



Wisconsin Pastor's Co...

Tuesday, May 10, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. President Harrison, Dr. Alberto Garcia and Rev. Alan Boeck enjoy a little musical "life together" at the South Wisconsin Pastor's Conference.



God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It

Wednesday, May 11, 2011

by Barb Below Today in chapel we sang a great hymn, God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It. This is a "new" hymn to our church in that it is included for the first time in the recently published Lutheran Service Book (p. 594). It is a great baptismal hymn that poetically describes the power of baptism over sin, death and the devil. Even though the words tell a powerful story, the tune is light and seems to float through the air as it is sung. I was so uplifted and enchanted by this hymn I had to learn a bit more about this hymn and who wrote it. I found some interesting history and information about this hymn and the three men who played a role in bringing this hymn to us today[i]. The tune was written by Johann Caspar Bachofen and first published in 1727. He studied theology but served the church and community as a musician, teacher, music director and composer his whole life. Johann, who grew up in Zurich, Switzerland, served in the Reformed Church and he published several collections of hymns that were very popular in his day. The lyrics were written by Edmann Neumeister and published in 1718. Neumeister was a German Lutheran theologian, poet, hymn writer, and strong opponent of Pietism and is best known for writing the texts for five of Bach's cantatas. "The main ideas of the hymn are taken directly from the section on Holy Baptism in Luther's Small Catechism, which, in answer to the question "What benefits does Baptism give? says: "It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare"[ii]. 140

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The hymn was translated (below) in 1991 by an LCMS pastor, Rev. Robert E. Voelker who was a graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne (1984) and, according to the LCMS church worker directory, currently is a pastor at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Windsor, Ontario. The Hymnal Supplement Handbook paints a perfect picture of the hymn stating that "one cannot escape the impression of a child standing by an adult protector and ridiculing the neighborhood bully."[iii] Looking forward to celebrating my baptismal birthday in a few weeks, I sang this song today with confidence that in baptism, through the Holy Spirit and with God's Word, I am united with Christ in His death, resurrection and eternal life and can boldly turn and tell Satan to "drop your ugly accusations". Thank you Bachofen, Neumeister and Voelker for your gift to the church, and to me, as I look forward to my baptismal birthday. God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It Stanza 1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! He, because I could not pay it, gave my full redemption price. Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! Stanza 2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ! I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. Should a guilty conscience seize me, since my baptism did release me In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? Stanza 3 Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ! Drop your ugly accusation; I am not so soon enticed. Now that to the font I’ve traveled, all your might has come unraveled, And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! Stanza 4 Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! When I die, I leave all sadness to inherit paradise! 141

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Though I lie in dust and ashes faith’s assurance brightly flashes: Baptism has the strength divine to make life immortal mine. Stanza 5 There is nothing worth comparing to this lifelong comfort sure! Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. Though my flesh awaits its raising, still my soul continues praising: I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! __________________________________________________________ [i] Grime, P. & Herl J. (Eds.). (1998). Hymnal Supplement 98. St. Louis: LCMS Commission on Worship, pp. 107-108. [ii] Grime, P, & Herl J., p. 107. [iii] Ibid.

Now THAT's What I'm Talking 'Bout! Preaching



the "YOU"!!!

Friday, May 13, 2011

Here's a brief sermon preached by Rev. Dan Torkelson this week past. Marvelous. MH HOMILY SWD Pastors Conf. Acts 2:14a,36-41 Appleton, WI “Preach YOU The Word” May 11, 2011 In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN. Dear brothers in the ministry and those gathered here at this conference who love them, I struggle. (pause) Yes, brothers, I struggle. I struggle because I see what Peter is doing. I get it. I understand. Peter is “preaching you the Word” and what’s more is that he’s “planting it home.” He’s pushing the seeds of Law and Gospel deep into the soil of the hearts of those listening...and he’s punctuating it with the homiletical 2nd person plural. You. Or if Peter was from down south, Y’all. But make no mistake about it, he’s preaching you the Word and he’s not letting you off the hook. And this is why I struggle. He’s not letting me off the hook either. This One whom God 142

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. has made both Lord and Christ, He’s the One YOU crucified. I struggle to do the same thing, week in and week out. To preach to all the yous out there. But the inclination is to soften the blow. We crucified Him. Somehow, the mutualizing of the Law, we reckon, sounds better to the ears of those in the pew. After all, who are we to punctuate our sermons with yous? Aren’t we pastors sinners too? Isn’t it equally true that we all are guilty of the Son of God’s blood? It’s almost as if the prophet Nathan had said to David: “We are the men!” Surely Nathan’s eyes had wandered. Surely he had sinned. But that wasn’t the point. Nathan was God’s man at that point and it wasn’t Nathan’s sins that were the main concern. Nathan’s 2nd person singular You was absolutely necessary. David had sinned and this dilly of a sin had called into question his own faith in the promise of a Messiah. Does the forebear of the Messiah behave like this? YOU, Nathan proclaimed at the risk of his own life. No mutualizing, no sympathizing, no reducing. YOU are the man. The one who sinned. The one who besmirched the family name of the Son of God Himself. And so I struggle. Because I am tasked today to preach this Law to you. Twice Peter told the crowd, “YOU crucified the Son of God.” What’s funny is that our text ends with 3000 people being baptized! In Waukesha county we have a growing number of non-denominational mega churches which I am quite sure are not preaching the way Peter preaches. They pull in big numbers, but with not quite the same message. And this is why I struggle. I don’t think they are preaching the accusing YOU to all the Yous in the pews. By all rights, I have no reason to think that if I preach like Peter I will have such success. I’m still looking for the sermon which leads me to baptize 3000. And surely I must be crazy to think I’m going to get it by preaching that all those yous had crucified Christ. Brothers, you hold this same office. Christ has called you, sinners that you are, to broadcast His message, to publish the fact that all the yous to whom you preach are guilty, guilty of crucifying Christ. The irony here is that you are just as guilty. You are guilty, brother. You are guilty, John. You are guilty, Matt. You are guilty, Dan. You crucified Him. Your sins nailed Him to His tree. Whatever shall we do? What have we done? How can we go on? Should we struggle through and just preach it anyway, not paying attention to the tremendous credibility problem we have? Should we just live with the feeling at the bottom of our stomachs that we are hypocrites, preaching the damning YOU, knowing full well that we are guilty too? No. YOU hold this same office and it should not be limited by YOU at all. Indeed, the accusing YOU may be true, but the forgiving YOU is also true. The promise is for YOU and your children. Did you hear that? It is for YOU. It’s a gift for y’all, because it’s marked off as FOR YOU. We may fear the damning, accusing YOU. We may fail to hold this office firmly and preach it. But ask yourself, which sounds better to you? Christ forgives us? Or Christ forgives you? And which do you think makes a better impression on the YOUs of your congregations? The Law which accuses YOU makes the Gospel which saves YOU so much sweeter. Don’t confuse the 1st and 2nd persons. This isn’t about US or WE. It’s 143

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. about YOU AND Y’ALL. The Gospel never sounded sweeter than when it’s preached to YOU, or shall I say, FOR YOU precisely because the Law was preached TO YOU. Indeed, AT YOU. Brothers, you are guilty. Yet for the sake of Him who died, who received God’s accusing YOU, you are declared not guilty. God’s accusing YOU was spoken to Him and the blood required to repay was shed. That blood is FOR YOU. Though your sins be as scarlet, they are white as snow. Christ’s Baptism is FOR YOU. His Body and Blood are FOR YOU. God’s promise to save is FOR YOU, the same YOUs who crucified Him in YOUR sins. Brothers, repent and be saved, all of YOU. In repentance, YOU are made clean again by Christ. Repentance is all about YOU, YOU accused by God’s righteous Law; YOU saved by God’s amazing grace for sinners. Peter might have looked on his life to that point, all the gaffes, the denials, the contradictions, and he never would have gotten to the YOUs of the Christian message. This message is all about YOU, condemned by the Law, and YOU, saved by the sweet, sweet Gospel. Brothers, YOU hold this office, this shepherding, guiding office. And I would submit that you have not really preached to the sheep until you have preached to the YOUS. ☺ Brothers, the promise is for you and your children and all the YOUs to whom you preach. God strengthen you to preach to the YOUs as ones set free by the Gospel for YOU. AMEN. In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.



LCMS Board of Directors at Fort Wayne Sem

Wednesday, May 18, 2011

The Board of Directors for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is meeting this week at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. This is the first time in living memory that the LCMS BOD has met on the Fort Wayne campus, and combined with the blessings of commencement this week and election of a new seminary president, it is proving to be a wonderful time for everyone.

A Conference on the Church’s Work of Mercy for



the Evangelical Luth...

Thursday, May 19, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. We are in Latvia this week providing, in three locations, a conference on the Church’s work of mercy for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, a partner church of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. By “we” I mean Deaconess Grace Rao and Rev. John Fale of LCMS World Relief/Human Care; Pastor Bryan Salminen of St. John’s Lutheran Church in St. John’s, Michigan; Deaconess Sara Bielby of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Macomb and University Lutheran Chapel, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Professor John Pless of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana; myself and my wife, Faith. Our conferences include work on the theology of mercy and pastoral care, the role of the deaconess in the church’s life, pastoral care of the sick and dying, as well as issues of marriage and sexuality. Deaconess Rao is our leader. Thus far we have presented in Daugavpils, the second largest city of Latvia. Tomorrow we will present in Riga, the capital, and on Monday in Liepaja, on the Baltic Sea. We have also visited, on behalf of the Synod, with Bishop Einars Alpe of the Daugavpils Diocese, one of three dioceses of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia. The following ten points summarize the theological foundation for the Church’s work of mercy and care for people in need. 1. The Holy Trinity – Diakonia (“mercy” in our threefold emphasis) has its source in the divine and eternal relationships of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for “God is love” (1 John 4:8). 2. The Incarnation – Diakonic love in the Holy Trinity is made real in the incarnation and the humiliation of Christ. In Jesus Christ, the eternal God takes on our human flesh and completely identifies Himself with sinful humanity, so that He might have mercy on us. Having the mind of Christ, the Church is likewise called to identify with and humbly to serve those in need. 3. Universal Atonement – “God desires all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Christian service and love flow from the fact that Christ has atoned for all the sins of all people, so that every human person is precious to Christ and to His Church. Receiving the mercy of Christ, the Baptized are released into a life of loving service. 4. Forgiveness Begets Mercy – The Good News of salvation in Christ crucified and raised from the dead brings forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. People who receive these gifts of grace are led by the Spirit of God to be merciful. 5. Christ’s Example – Christ’s example of love for the whole person remains our highest example for life in this world, and for the care of the needy in both body and soul. When Christ walked this earth visibly, His giving of Himself combined both the 145

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. forgiveness of sins and acts of mercy, care and healing. So too His Church. 6. A Corporate Life of Mercy – Therefore, mercy is an essential part of the Church’s life together as the body of Christ. He is the Head. All who believe and are baptized into Christ are members of His body. So “when one member of the body suffers, all suffer” (1 Corinthians 12:26). This means that works of mercy are not only the responsibility of the individual believer, but also of the Church as Church, as the body of Christ, as congregation and as Synod. Our works of mercy flow from the sacramental life of the Church and become a living out into the world what happens in the divine liturgy. Brought into the body, we receive mercy from Christ Himself, in Baptism, in Absolution and in the Supper. And this mercy we have received must overflow into the lives of others. • The Lutheran Confessions – Our Lutheran Confessions also assume that the Church will have a corporate life of mercy and repeatedly state that the work of diakonic love is an essential part of the Church’s life: • Smalcald Articles II.4.9 – “Therefore, the church cannot be better ruled and preserved than if we all live under one head, Christ, and all the bishops – equal according to the office (although they may be unequal in their gifts) keep diligently together in unity of teaching, faith, sacraments, prayer and works of love, etc.” • As Broad as the Need of the Neighbor – The vocation (calling by God) to live in love and mercy is as broad as the need of the neighbor. Baptized into the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2) we use the gifts God has given in service to the neighbor. In order to meet these needs, Christ not only gives a wide variety of gifts to His body, He also calls a wide variety of people, of members of His body, to many different varieties of service, in and through the Church. These callings are flexible and are determined by the needs surrounding the church (as in Acts 6). Within the Church and in connection with the Church’s mission to reach out to others, proclamation of the Gospel, faith, worship and care for those in need ought always come together. • Beyond Members of the Church – The Church’s work of mercy also extends beyond those in the Church. Just as the Gospel itself reaches beyond the Church and is intended for all, love for the neighbor cannot and must not be limited only to those in the fellowship of the orthodox Lutheran faith. Works of love will often prepare the way for the Gospel to be proclaimed. • The Whole Person – Proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments are always primary (Christian fellowship is always in the Church’s marks) but the Church’s God-given work of mercy demonstrates and “puts a face on,” so to speak, the love of God for the whole person. People are created by God as body and soul. We believe in “the resurrection of the body,” both for Christ and for us. Christ came as a human being, body and soul, to redeem all, body and soul. So today, mercy in the life of the Church must bear witness to Christ’s Gospel, and Christ’s promise to come again to raise us to life, body and soul, the whole person.



A Mercy Conference in Latvia

Friday, May 20, 2011

How did we get here? 146

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. A grant obtained by LCMS World Relief/Human Care is providing the resources necessary for our travel to Latvia and within the country. We are working in each of the three dioceses of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. Today we are in the Diocese of Riga, the largest city and capitol of the country. Earlier this week we were in Daugavpils, the second city of Latvia. On Monday we will present in Liepaja, on the Baltic Sea, where there was a large military base in Soviet days. Our hosts are marvelous, the interpreters indefatigable, the participants attentive and responsive, and the food tremendous! We are heartened by our work with our partners, and we pray the Latvian church is strengthened in the Church’s work of mercy. We are Christ’s body – He is the Head, but we are His hands, His arms, His feet, His mouth in the world. Here are more pictures. [gallery] +Herbert C. Mueller



CTS Commencement 2011

Saturday, May 21, 2011

At the commencement ceremonies for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, President Harrison was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree, honoris causa. Also receiving an honorary doctorate was The Reverend Doctor Ernest Alfred Wilhelm Weber, Jr., translator of numerous theological works into the Setswana and Zulu languages. In a surprise move, the faculty and Board of Regents also awarded an honorary doctorate to outgoing president, The Reverend Doctor Dean O. Wenthe. 147
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New President of Concordia Theological



Seminary

Saturday, May 21, 2011

President Harrison was on hand this morning for the announcement of The Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast as the new president of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. The Lord will surely use Dr. Rast to carry forward the mission of CTS: "Teach the Faithful. Reach the Lost. Care for All." 149
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Video: Dr. Lawrence Rast President of Concordia



Theological Seminary

Saturday, May 21, 2011

The video of the announcement of Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast as President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, on 21 May 2011.
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Presentations at the Mercy Conference -



Evangelical Lutheran Church...

Tuesday, May 24, 2011

[gallery] If you follow this blog, by now you know that we have been engaged in a series of three mercy conferences in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. But what was the mercy conference all about? Here is a short summary of the conference, listing the presenters. Herbert Mueller – First Vice President of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod brought a keynote address on our Biblical and Confessional Theology of Mercy (summarized elsewhere in this blog). Bryan Salminen – Serving as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in St. John’s, Michigan, Dr. Salminen is also a psychologist teaching a class at Michigan State University in East Lansing, Michigan. His presentation focused on a theology of the body and of passion. Our sexuality is a pointer for our need for communion with God, a need God fills with Himself in Christ. John Fale – is a pastor of our Synod presently serving as the interim executive director of LCMS World Relief/Human Care. Before coming to the Synod, he served as a hospital chaplain for 14 years. He led conference participants into a deeper understanding of the need for the pastoral care of the sick. Times of personal illness will often make a person emotionally and spiritually vulnerable to the attacks of the devil. The pastor’s task is to bring the right medicine at the right time for each person. Grace Rao – serves as a deaconess, presently on the staff of LCMS World Relieve/Human Care. Grace organized this conference with the help of her counterpart in Latvia – Ms. Inta Putnina, in charge of diaconal work in Riga, Latvia. She also made a very interesting presentation on the calling and work of deaconesses and their relationship to the pastoral office. Sara Bielby – is a deaconess serving two congregations in Michigan: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Macomb, and University Lutheran Chapel in Ann Arbor. In a moving way, she focused on the need for visitation of the marginal and lonely. Deaconesses put the love of Christ into action, leading to the cure that is found in Christ and His means of grace. 152

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. John Pless – teaches pastoral theology at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. His lecture focused on the pastoral care of the dying. Death is not the natural end or course of things, but death is the last enemy. Yet it is an enemy defeated by Christ Himself, who died and rose for us. Life is not ours to take, but God’s to give and to take according to His plan. Death brings judgment, a judgment Christ received on our behalf, so that now, in Christ, we are judged righteous. Death swallowed up in Christ’s death and resurrection becomes the portal to life everlasting. Of course, we would not have been able to hold a conference in Latvia without a great deal of help in Latvia. We had the cooperation and help of all the bishops in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, led by Archbishop Janis Vanags. However, Ms. Inta Putnina, director of the diaconal center of the church in Riga, was invaluable in her work to support and organize our conference. Mrs. Sandra Gintere (wife of one of the Latvian pastors and instructor at the Luther Academy, who also has a PhD from CTS, Fort Wayne) worked untiringly as our interpreter, with the help of Ms. Mara Zviedre (who had translated several theological papers on the Church’s work of mercy into Latvian). We pray God’s continued blessing on our partnership in the Gospel and in the Church’s work of mercy with our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. + Herbert C. Mueller

Commencement Address at Concordia



Theological Seminary

Tuesday, May 24, 2011

I want to share with you—especially with the faculty of this august institution—the same words I just shared with the faculty of the St. Louis Seminary: you are the greatest Lutheran faculty on earth. And I want there to be absolutely no doubt that when I say that to one of the two faculties, I really mean it. The Lord loves a commencement, make no mistake about it. A very long time ago the Lord ceased his eternal contemplation, put on his doctor’s cap, and commenced it all! Bereshith bara Elohim et hashamayim ve’et ha’arets. New Revised Harrison Translation: “At the commencement God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). In fact, the Bible is packed with teaching about commencements! There is a “commencement Christology”: “At the commencement was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Or, “He [Christ] was at the commencement with God” (John 1:2). Mark’s commencement Christology begins, like Elert’s Structure of Lutheranism, with the evangelische Ansatz: “The commencement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). Now, I could elaborate interminably on this commencement theology, but I am fully aware that Luther’s advice for preaching is even more applicable to a commencement address. 1. Stand up! 153

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 2. Speak up! 3. Shut up! And this address will be judged by number three, which Luther said was the most difficult. One verse from Scripture, however, does give me a bit of concern over this honorary doctorate: “An inheritance gained hastily in the commencement will not be blessed in the end” (Proverbs 20:21). The most profound thing I’ve ever read on seminary education was written by a rather obscure, nineteenth-century, German Lutheran, August Vilmar: Theology serves real life in this world and in eternity. Every glimpse the theologian pays past real life is false, an offense of the eye, a squint. Every step theology takes past real life is a misstep leading to falling and in the end infallibly to shattering in pieces when repeated. Theology shares what it has, totally and unabridged . . . All this because its content is for those who receive it, the breath of life, an indispensable nourishment, no different from air, and sunlight and bread, since none on earth can live who does not receive what proceeds from theology . . . The need to receive, however consists in hunger and thirst for the Word of God, for the certainty of eternal life, of salvation. In theology should be given and received the Word of God, the certainty, the undoubted, unimpeachable certainty of eternal life, of salvation. [Christ!] Theology . . . instructs the coming generation toward becoming a generation of true shepherds, able and ready to gather the sheep, to go after, to seek and find them. It must educate shepherds for whom this never ending and arduous labor of shepherding, pasturing and seeking the sheep has become second nature, so that their hearts are grieved when they do not tend the entire flock . . . and this care is extinguished only with the last breath of life. [Vilmar, Theology of Facts Versus a Theology of Rhetoric] Vilmar’s Theology of Facts is now commencing—now coming full circle in your lives. The nearest thing to a commencement address I could find in Luther’s writings was a sermon on Matthew 28:19, preached at the occasion of the first ordination of a large number of candidates in Wittenberg. Luther makes a point, which is the most powerful and comforting thing that could possibly be spoken to people just like you this day: “So that there would be no doubt that our Lord and Head is with us, He thus spoke a potent blessing over them and said, ‘Behold, I am with you’” (Referring to Mt. 28). And Luther goes on to describe precisely what the Lord’s promised presence blesses—the doling out of divine gold! Luther preached: Preaching salvation to men does not stem from our power are merely an instrument and means, through which Christ is speaking . . . [This is] like a lord [who] places a gold coin in the hand of [his] servant so that [he give it] to a needy person. It does not belong to the servant, who is merely the hand that passes it on the lord’s spoon, [his] hand. We are the spoon; He gives drink through us; the food and drink are the Lord’s . . . Hence we conclude and say: Even if a parson is neither pious nor worthy to [be called] God’s son and servant—so too the servant, even if his hand is decrepit and scabby—nevertheless the golden coin, which the Lord is giving by means of his hand, is good, because it is the Lord’s own. This coin rightfully belongs to the Lord, [although] He 154

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. gives by means of a scoundrel. . . . For this reason [then] look to the gift and to [its] true giver, and not to the organ through which it is given, unless [the gift is given] by such a man who would not be giving what God has mandated, but would [instead] give you a penny in the place of a gold coin . . . [WA 41:454-459, translated by J. Mumme]. You, my dear graduates, have had a gold coin dropped into your scabby hands—Ph.D.s, S.T.M.s, M.Div.s, M.A.R.s, pastors and deaconesses1 You’ve been given the gold! Don’t dole out pennies! The gold? Law: “Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces” (Jeremiah 23:28ff). Go for the gold! Not limp noodle preaching of an anemic word of pseudo law! Be a gold hammer, striking a gold anvil, producing a gold coin. Preach like the apostles! Speak the Law like the apostles: “You killed the Author of life . . .” (Acts 3:15). Gospel: Christ’s conception, birth, life, suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension! All of it yours through a blessed and happy exchange! Baptism (“Baptism now saves you”; 1 Peter 3:21)! Word of God (“living and active”; Heb. 4:12)! “Whosoever sins you forgive, they are forgiven . . .” (John 20:23); “He upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:3)! Lord’s Supper (“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”)! Gold! Theology for witness, mercy, and life together! Gold for preaching (“The Word does not return void”; Is. 55:11)! Gold for mercy (“And he had compassion on them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd”; Mark 6:34). Gold for life together! And as you commence this new chapter in your lives, you will find that those whom you serve will dish up this gold for you too . . . And without it, you will die. Here’s a passage that is a particular admonishment to you this evening: “Let what you heard at the commencement abide in you. If what you heard at the commencement abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father” (1 John 2:24). The Lord is commencing something with you today. You’ve got gold in your hand! And you also have what Luther called “a potent promise”—“And lo I am with you always . . .” (Mt. 28:20). So let the commencement commence! “And I am sure of this, that he who commenced a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:3–6). Matthew C. Harrison May 20, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. LCMS president addresses Joplin tornado



damage, relief

Wednesday, May 25, 2011

LCMS Pres. Harrison speaks about the tornado damage in Joplin, Mo., reports on LCMS member safety and offers ways you can help. Download Transcript Download Video File Learn More • Read the latest news headlines and updates on how LCMS is responding to needs in Joplin, Mo., and other tornado-damaged areas on our Tornado Relief page at www.lcms.org/disaster/tornado. • LCMS World Relief and Human Care Disaster Blog



Worship at the Jesus Congregation in Riga

Friday, May 27, 2011

When you see the skyline of Riga, Latvia, two of the tallest steeples belong to Lutheran Churches. The Dom Church (the cathedral for the archbishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, Janis Vanags) and of St. Peter’s are both impressive in Old Riga. But the church we attended Sunday for our trip was the Jesus Lutheran Church, a congregation in Riga dating to the 18th century. It was my privilege to bring greetings on behalf of President Harrison and the LCMS to the 300+ gathered worshipers (The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia and The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod are in pulpit and altar fellowship), a great honor to be sure. We share the same confession, the same Gospel, the same sacraments, the same Christ. However, the most amazing moment for us came in the liturgy at the beginning of the Agnus Dei. Out of the corner of my eye, I noticed a surge of people coming down the center aisle. In that congregation, the custom is that all those desiring the Lord’s Supper come forward and stand in the space between the kneelers before the altar and the front pew, each one waiting for his/her turn at the altar. But the surge down the aisle was from all the grey haired men and women who were eager to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood. There were many young people there, but the elderly went first. So they came, some with walkers or crutches, some in wheel chairs, some stooped over with canes, but they all came forward eagerly. I thought of what they had seen during the difficult days of the Soviet Union when Latvia was (unwillingly) made a part of the Soviet empire. Our translator, Sandra Gintere, told of her father-in-law, a Lutheran pastor arrested literally as he came down from the pulpit 156

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and sent to Siberia because he had been evangelizing and teaching young people the catechism. The price they had paid to follow Christ was enormous. So there they were, surging down the aisle, eager to receive the One who had purchased them with His precious blood, eager to be refreshed and strengthened at the Lord’s Table with the medicine of immortality, Christ’s Body and Blood. They knew the “one thing needful” (Luke 10:42) and did not want anyone to take it away. Thank God for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Latvia, for our common faith and our life together in Jesus. In His Service + Herb Mueller



Even When Steeples Are Falling

Sunday, May 29, 2011

The pictures of devastation in Joplin, Missouri, tell the story better than words. And for those of us who have personally witnessed the aftermath of a mega tornado, they bring back vivid memories. Years ago I had the opportunity to witness the devastation suffered by the little South Dakota community of Spencer after one of these tornados had torn through the town, leaving almost nothing but rubble. It was eerily quiet as I walked into what had been a small but active rural community. On the far end of town, National Guard heavy equipment was gathering together a depository of destroyed cars and trucks. Relief efforts were underway. The most remarkable thing for me was my own confusion, as I tried to figure out where I was in the small town. Although I had been there numerous times before, I couldn't tell where anything had been. The once-familiar pattern of streets had become a gridwork to separate piles of rubble left by the storm. Even the town's water tower was no longer standing. I realized then how important landmarks are, and the landmarks were gone. Only when I came upon the site of our LCMS church, its sign still half standing, and only when I looked out on the surroundings from the floor of the church swept clean except for a few randomly strewn hymnals--only then could I finally make some sense out of the community. Now as I looked out on the landscape of shredded trees and splintered wood and basement holes I could see where things had been. It was the church that helped me to get my bearings. It was a teaching moment, a poignant reminder of the role of the church in our lives, especially in times of tumult, "even," as our hymn proclaims, "when steeples are falling" ("Built On the Rock," st. 1). There were four churches in Spencer. There were no steeples left standing. But still left standing was the role and presence of the church to help those left confused and suffering and mourning to begin to find their way. Our LCMS pastor serving the congregation at Spencer understood this very well. He pastored the entire community after the storm. Later in the week at the town's athletic field, he provided a worship service of thanksgiving for the entire community. His message was clear: The steeples may be down, but the church and its message of unfailing hope and life are present. This will be our landmark during the confusion and 157

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. struggles of the weeks and months to come, to help us maintain our bearings, even though most things familiar will be gone. We have learned again these past weeks that we never know when our lives will change dramatically, even to the point of losing all things earthly. We may be left to wander in confusion among the wreckage of once well-ordered lives, unable to recognize much of anything. But there will always be a landmark to help us get our bearings. We will still have the church, its even-when-silenced bells still "chiming and calling," its Gospel assuring us of God's love despite all. For five people in Spencer and 125 people in Joplin, the storm was their time to leave all behind, a time that will come for all of us in due time, in one manner or another. What a blessing to know that even then, as we pass from this turbulent world into "rest everlasting," we will not wander or wonder. We will have the words of Christ articulated in the hymn to provide all the direction we will need: "I know my own and my own know Me; You, not the world, my face shall see. My peace I leave with you." To which we will gladly say, "Amen." Ray Hartwig



Lutheran Church Canada

Sunday, June 05, 2011

After a day and a half with the new Boards for National and International Mission, I jumped on a plane in St. Louis, bound for Toronto - via Detroit. Sitting in the "Guest" section at the convention. President Robert Bugbee is a superb chair - wonderfully kind. Right now Bugbee is at the podium with President Semmler who is a theological presenter.



Random Thoughts 9 Months in...

Sunday, June 05, 2011

Seems half a lifetime, but it was just about 270 days ago that I was installed as President of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Even as I write this there is a nervousness in my stomach, a feeling of disbelief still, at everything that has taken place. At once, facing a thousand problems, but more importantly, twice as many opportunities, it is the nervousness of a burden incomprehensible. Yet, the burden is lightened by thousands. Even today – it happens daily, repeatedly, via Face Book, email, letters, phone calls, in person - not but moments ago, another saint approached me to say, “I pray for you nearly every day.” One Lutheran saint among the thousands upon thousands who pray regularly for the Lutheran church, the LCMS, his/her pastor, and even for me. I wish I had some 158

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. better way to explain what I have believed deeply – and actually experienced, that is the sense that I am being bourn along by the Lord Himself at the intercession of his saints. This sense – I don’t believe it violates in any way the truth of the Smalcald Articles which state that God will not deal with us aside from his word – ebbs quickly, throwing the whole matter much more to one of faith and not sense, much less sight. Barb Below, one wonderful person among the handful of the President’s staff, told me recently she’d kept a spreadsheet of all the tasks she’s followed through to completion since beginning this journey in the President’s office. Her current task count is over 300. Hers is a significant, but small piece of the whole puzzle. The restructuring now famously mandated by the last convention vastly increased the responsibilities of the President’s office. The office has since been doing all the tasks historically belonging to the President in the LCMS constitution and bylaws, and providing management for the entire program ministry of the LCMS (all this is new), while simultaneously arranging the LCMS headquarters within the broader contours of the newly passed structure. All this has been done while we have had to significantly reduce the number of employees of the Synod’s headquarters. We have gone from roughly 250 employees to 200 on the program side (this does not include Concordia Plans, LCEF, or CPH – all Synod-owned but distinct corporations). We have had to make decisions, which have been unpopular or painful to individuals interested in a particular area of ministry, which has had to suffer reductions. The areas reduced most drastically are those, which have been funded by dollars undesignated – a source of funding that has been shrinking steadily for decades. In the end, there simply were no good choices. Early in the process of restructuring we invited a key group of employees of the International Center to carefully consider and craft the working structure within the convention guidelines. Those dozen or so folks from various vocations and disciplines performed fabulously. With great care we worked through the budget process for the upcoming fiscal year (beginning July 1). With tremendous joy and thanks I rejoiced as the Board of Directors completed its consideration of the budget and then passed it (unanimously if memory serves). Now as we ready the launch into the new fiscal year, each employee is being prepared to move into his/her task next month. It will take us some time to live into this new, streamlined, reduced structure. The new structure does offer significant opportunities for us to be nimble and efficient. It was designed so that the President’s office manage the national mission of the church cohesively and cooperatively. There are specific, very significant ways for the Council of Presidents and the Synod in Convention to have input on and determine emphases for the mission of the Synod. Thus far I’ve often felt like I’m in a batting cage, baseball bat in hand. A pitching machine is throwing a hundred balls a minute. I’m swinging, hitting the occasional ball, pausing for a split second to admire the hit, only to be “beaned” by the next several pitches. A lot has been done. We have a long way to go in the matter of properly reporting finances, so we can celebrate all the wonderful giving of folks and districts in the restricted/designated area. I’m delighted with the “Witness, Mercy, Life Together” emphasis which will give us plenty to grow into as we move forward as a Synod. I'm humbled that our Lutheran Witness staff pulled together the issue on finance and made it clearer than ever before. I’m thrilled with the call of Col. Greg Williamson as our new 159

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Chief Mission Officer. What an incredible individual, coming from outside the usual track for serving in the national office. I’m thrilled by the calm election of Dr. Larry Rast as the new President of Concordia Theological Seminary. I’m thrilled that right in the middle of all the challenge, we’ve been able to get a number of terrific folks onto the mission field. I’m delighted the St. Louis Sem has come through its financial challenge in a magnificent way. I’m looking forward to significantly increasing the number of international students studying at our seminaries. I’m looking forward to the “Koioinia Project” getting fully underway in the months ahead. I’m grateful for frank discussion between the sems and district presidents about the strengths and weaknesses of the S.M.P. program. I’m delighted with the choice of Greg Seltz as Lutheran Hour Speaker. I’m very happy the partnership with LWR to battle Malaria is gaining steam. I’m very pleased we are marching toward a great dialogue with the Council of Presidents and mission leaders to take place in September, providing input for the Office of National Mission. I’m very grateful for our new LCMS Vice President for Finance, Gerry Wulf. I’m grateful for the zeal Dr. Al Collver is showing in working with partner church’s all over the world as new opportunities open before us. I’m delighted with Rev. Ted Krey, Area Director for Central and South America, and his zeal for mission. I’m thrilled with Mr. Darin Storckson, newly called Director of the Southeast Asia Region. I’m thrilled with the new leadership chosen for the Hong Kong International School (Kevin Dunning) one of the leading international schools in the world. I’m thankful for David Birner’s kindness and fidelity and John File’s steady hand, in a time of huge shift in how the LCMS does its work. I’m humbled by the dedication and ability of my assistant, Rev. Jon Vieker and our office staff. I’m thrilled that congregation after congregation is reaching out in mercy and mission. I’m humbled by the brotherly discussion by the district presidents, and the encouragement I receive from those brothers who deal with so very many challenging issues in the church’s life, day by day. I’m deeply thankful for the CTCR staff for producing a very fine document guiding us in the area of “cooperation in externals.” I’m deeply thankful for the support and fidelity of our vice presidents, all men of wonderful faith, confession and life. I'm eager as we advance dialogue on vital issues with conservative Anglicans and others. I'm thankful for positive contact we've had with the leadership of the Wisconsin Synod and the ELS. I'm humbled at all the new graduates sent to parishes, and by the great growing army of marvelous women serving as deaconesses who love the church, its confession of faith, and people in need. I'm nervous but excited about doors and opportunities opening and widening in Africa, South America, Central America, Eastern Europe, India, Asia and beyond. I am thankful to the very depth of my heart for the fidelity of Concordia Publishing House, and the veritable mountain of wonderful Lutheran literature being produced. Thank you Paul McCain! Thank you Bruce Kintz! I'm deeply humbled to have a loving and patient spouse and family, who like the family of every church worker, put up with a lot, but do so with a smile and faith in Christ. What do I hope for at this moment? My hope is for time, for patience, for prayer, for love, for kindness. My hope is for a time of peace, as God wills. My hope is for a church, which is and remains faithful to the inerrant word of God, and unreservedly to the Lutheran Confessions. My hope is for pastors and people who love the Word of God and read it vigorously. My hope is that wherever I fail, wherever we fail, whatever we have done or do to make our life together bitter, that God grant us repentance, and faith. My hope and dream is for a church which loves its pastors, pastors care for their people, pastors who visit their members’ homes as possible, pastors who head into their communities to “seek and save the lost.” My hope is for preaching which is lively and pulsing with damning law and the joyous, forgiving and faith-creating gospel of free forgiveness in Jesus’ cross. My desire is preaching which is both textual (biblical) and grabs the hearer by the neck, heart 160

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and toes, throws him/her to hell, then carries them to heaven. My hope is for laypeople equipped to share Christ in their vocations. My hope and prayer is for laypeople who are delighted to invite friends and family to church. My hope is for a lively mission of mercy where zeal is as great for orthodoxy as for mercy and vice versa. My hope is for continuing joy and success in reaching different ethnic communities, and through them, reaching the nations of the world. My hope is for a growing appreciation for the Synod’s national and international mission, for improvement in that mission, for advancement in what is good, and the support and participation of our pastors, congregations, districts, and people. My hope is for a continued healthy and healthier Concordia University System, schools free to meet the challenges they face, but resolved to maintain and even increase fidelity to the Lutheran confession of the faith. Our schools have missions and capacity well worth celebrating, a cause to rejoice in hope. My hope is for a growing number of grade schools reaching into their communities. My hope is for a renewal in teaching the faith to the youth, and a profound love of the simple Small Catechism. My humble hope is for greater agreement among us on communion practice and especially issues of worship and other things, which cause angst and impede our common joy, mission and life together. God have mercy upon us as we attempt to come to a meeting of the minds under the living and mighty and active word of God. “I’m praying for you....” I hear that every day. Though my prayers often falter and are weak, very often I respond, “I’m praying for you too.” And I am. I know none of these things I’ve mentioned are finally a result of human effort. It’s all God’s gift. Any hopes that come to pass – and the Lord shall bless as he see’s fit – shall be His doing. “What shall I pray for?” so many ask me. The list above is long as you can see. But I would ask that you pray for repentance, for me and for all of us.... And for strong, undaunted faith in Jesus, to stand into the future with courage and joy. God grant us repentance, and vigorous Lutheranism. So, as St. Peter writes: So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ...9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. ...16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 161

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. Matthew C. Harrison Pastor Exaudi 2011 Toronto



Scandinavian Trip

Wednesday, June 08, 2011

[gallery columns="2"] I write as I wait for the bus to the airport. Yesterday, we held round two of theological discussions between the Lutheran Church in Norway and the LCMS in Oslo, Norway. Round one was held on 15 April 2011 in Saint Louis. The discussions went well and there is great unanimity in doctrine. Some further work needs to occur to determine the next course of action. The previous day, Daniel Preus and flew to Götenborg to meet with Bishop Gustafsson, Rev. Dr. Bengt Birgersson, and Rev. Jakob Appell of the Mission Province of Sweden and Finland. The outcome of this brief meeting was that there should be further discussions between the Mission Province and the LCMS. This trip to Scandinavia was very edifying and productive. We had opportunity to meet with other fine Confessional Lutherans such as Rev. Jan Bygstad of DELK (Norway) and Rev. Dr. Fredrick Sidenvall of Sweden. In fact Dr. Sidenvall hosted us at his home in Götenborg on the Swedish national holiday on June 6. On my way to the airport I reflect on how the Lord has preserved his church through out the world utilizing the confession of his faithful people. A quick return to the USA and then off to South Korea and Japan. "Built on a rock the church doth stand... Even when steeples are falling..." Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD Director of Church RelationsAssistant to the President
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, June 09, 2011

What is “Witness, Mercy, Life Together”? Take a peek at a new video Bible study about three key aspects of our church’s life and work. LCMS President Dr. Matthew C. Harrison explores the new church emphasis that illustrates our church’s life. Learn what these terms mean and how you can use each aspect to share the Gospel and care for brothers and sisters in your congregations and throughout the world. For ordering information go to



Hit the Ground Running in Seoul

Saturday, June 11, 2011

Movie on 2011-06-11 at 19.46



Pentecost Sermon in Seoul

Monday, June 13, 2011



“Such a Church We Leave to the Enthusiasts!”

Friday, June 17, 2011

Martin Luther wrote in 1533: It is quite true that wherever the preacher administers only bread and wine for the Sacrament, he is not very concerned about to whom he gives it, what they know or believe, or what they receive. There one sow feeds with the others, and such preachers simply see themselves above such caring. They would rather have uninstructed, ecstatic saints than have the care of nurturing Christians. Rather, they want to do things in such a way that after three years every thing would be laid waste, and neither God nor Christ nor Sacrament nor Christians would remain anymore. However, because we are concerned about nurturing Christians who will still be here after we are gone, and because it is Christ’s body and blood that are given out in the Sacrament, we will not and cannot give such a Sacrament to anyone unless he is first examined regarding what he has learned from the Catechism and whether he intends to forsake the sins which he has again committed. For we do not want to make Christ’s church into a pig pen [Matthew 7:6], letting each one come unexamined to the Sacrament as a pig to its trough. Such a church we leave to the Enthusiasts! And all of this we have received from the beginning of Christendom. For there we see and grasp the way in which the Creed, the Our Father, and the Ten Commandments 163

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. were put together as a short summary and doctrine for the young and for those in need of instruction. From early on this was what was called a “catechism.” For “catechism” (say the Greeks) is a way of teaching with questions and answers, just as a schoolmaster has his pupils recite their lesson to see if they know it or not. In this way, those in need of instruction are to be examined and by their answers show that they know the parts of the Catechism, that they recognize the sin they again have done, and are willing to learn more and desire to do better. If they will not do this, they may not come to the Sacrament. The pastor is there as Christ’s faithful servant, and as far as it is possible for him, he may never cast the Sacrament to swine or dogs [Matthew 7:6]. He is to hear the people out and how it is with them. If they deceive him and do not speak honestly, then he is exonerated. They have done the deceit upon themselves. WA 30/111:558-571. Translated by Jon D. Vieker, “An Open Letter to Those in Frankfurt on the Main, 1533,” Concordia Journal 16 (October 1990): 333–351.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of



the Holy Spirit.

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

The following homily was preached this Tuesday after the Feast of the Holy Trinity in the LCMS International Center Chapel by Rev. Larry Vogel, Associate Executive Director of the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations. Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." [Matthew 28:16–20, ESV] These are familiar words, heavily emphasized in recent years in our church body and many others. The emphasis—appropriately so—has been on the command to make disciples. As such, the “Great Commission” rightly demands that we give attention to the church’s mission and the call to share the Gospel with the world. This text has served that purpose again and again. It has also led us to reflect on the sacrament of Holy Baptism and on the Church’s ministry of teaching. Again, these are appropriate emphases from these verses that demand our attention. Far less recent attention, however, has been given to the Name in which all this is done. Our attention has been so captured by the missionary mandate, Baptism, and teaching that we have in recent decades, it seems to me, neglected the Name that is at the heart of this text. What a good thing that this is the week we have celebrated the Feast of the Holy Trinity. In many churches we confessed our faith this past Sunday using the little-known and sometimes-feared Athanasian Creed with meticulous assertions like, “Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit,” each uncreated, infinite, eternal, almighty, 164

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. but not so that there are three eternals or uncreateds or infinites or almighties. The third of the ecumenical creeds often raises eyebrows and provokes perplexity, yet we ought to give thanks for its careful words that prevent so many false understandings of the Triune God and Christ’s person as the God-Man. It is a rich gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church precisely because of the devout care with which it guides our confession of the catholic faith. Yet, for all its careful speaking and precise formulations, there is also a kind of simplicity about that creed. Having curbed so many false views, it expresses the faith we believe in such ways as: “there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.” With such simplicity, we’re right back to where we started today, at Jesus’ command to baptize “in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Stick with Jesus and the most challenging things are often made simple. So it is with God’s Name. Perhaps you saw this morning’s Wall Street Journal, page one, below the fold: “Dr. Chopp, Meet Congressman Weiner.” It’s a clever article about names, toying with the suggestion that a name might somehow determine one’s life or character, telling us first about the headline’s surgeon, Dr. Chopp, and the former congressman who has been too much in the news. It also identifies a lawyer named Patricia Boguslawski and another named Sue Yoo. It tells of a realtor named Anita House—yes, really; a sex therapist named Jacqueline Rose Hott; a cardiologist, Dr. Douglas Hart; and a politician who is confidently named Will Wynn (and he did). The article’s requisite expert about names, however, says he doesn’t believe in “nominal determinism.” [Rachel Emma Silverman



and Joe Light, WSJ,

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

, pages A1, A12.] I guess that means he doesn’t think your name determines anything about who you will be or what you will do. But what about this Name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Would God by any other name smell as sweet—or, rather, be who He is? Could we join those voices who suggest alternatives that are, perhaps, less “sexist,” and call Him...errr, well, call God something like Source, Savior, Sanctifier? Is it enough just to use three words to describe the one God? Is that all the Trinity is? Such views are wrong in many ways, but perhaps most especially because they view the Name of God as an intellectual challenge—kind of an interesting conundrum. The doctrine of the Trinity becomes a sort of—Let’s see if you can figure out God. Actually, if we approach it intellectually, you would have to say that the doctrine of the Trinity tells us to stop trying such foolishness. I once asked a Bible class what it means that we confess faith in the Trinity? One of the first answers was, “It just means that you can never figure out God.” Three in one just doesn’t compute according to man’s math, so the Bible class answer is true and there is real value in always remembering it. But we shouldn’t stop there. Indeed, it would be wrong to understand the Trinity as some kind of purposeful obfuscation of God. Instead, this doctrine celebrates how God has revealed Himself to us in Christ. Stick with Christ, and He will tell us what we need to know of God. And here He names Him, very simply. 165

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. It isn’t that nothing of God had been known before. From the beginning God has shown His eternal unity and magnitude and power and wisdom in the world He has created: as Psalm 19 reminded us again today, heaven and earth declare His glorious greatness. The voice of Creation compels our acknowledgement of the One God who rightly can declare a perfect Law. Creation also compels the fear of the Lord, which warns us, shows us our errors, and compels us to pray, as we did, that the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts would be acceptable to God (see vv. But if that is all we knew of God, we are left with nothing but fear and trembling in the face of such majesty. Is there more to know? Even in the revelations of the OT, there are only hints of his Trinitarian nature—a God who speaks in plural at Creation; a God who comes calling on Abraham in three men with one voice; a God praised by a threefold “Holy, Holy, Holy” as we sing so often. But Israel was not—and we are not—good with only subtleties about God. We need something more really and truly to know God. So the same God who revealed His might in creation and His right at Sinai did not want us to take flight from His awesome majesty. Instead He gave prophets to speak promises of redemption and then—yes, then—He sent His Son into the world. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the gracious truth of God. The Word identified Himself as the very Son of God and so revealed the God who is the Person of the Father. Then, with the Father, the Son gave us the Spirit who alone works that faith which sees this astounding revelation as true. God really is one, yet He is also three—the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. That is His three-fold Name because that is who He really is! This name is no metaphor, it is who God is—who He is for us and for the world. Is anything lovelier than to know this God? Is anything more important? All the world struggles to know the great mystery of life. It wonders whether there is anything or anyone to hold things together and bring meaning. The world’s religions are proof of this struggle. Buddhism would have us seek ultimate truth in our contemplations. Hinduism will declare three gods, or three million, and end with moral counsel. Islam commands that we just submit to God’s might. We could join the Animist search for our own god. Or perhaps we should just give up the entire quest with all the secularists. But there is another way and it has been given to you. God has granted you to know Him, truly, really. He is Father and Son and Holy Spirit. He is the tender strong mighty God who uses His power to give life, to nurture, and to protect—yes, He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and He is our Father. God is the Son, one with the Father, in very nature God, but refusing to use His divinity against our humanity. Instead He is made the very image of the invisible God—the invisible God made visible in the one who humbled Himself to be born of the virgin Mary, to live for us, to die for us, and to rise for us. And God is the Holy Spirit, God’s own good and Holy Ghost who possesses you and me in our Baptism, breathing the breath of faith into us, teaching us to pray “Abba” in Jesus’ name. 166

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Yes, think of it! God has revealed Himself to us as one in the threefold Name, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He has made Himself known so beautifully, so simply. So of course He will not have us be silent about it. Rather, we have this name to sing and to share with all the nations. He is God for all the nations—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—but, today, remember that He is your God and you are His, baptized in His name. With Luther, take it each day for your own. In the Name of the Father and of the ╬ Son and of the Holy Spirit. --Rev. Larry Vogel

Luther: Look to the Mouth and Fingers of the



Preacher!

Thursday, June 23, 2011

...And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! Jn. 1:36 Other prophets have also foretold how Christ would come and how He would free the world from sins. But neither Isaiah nor Jeremiah would have been able to say: This is the one whom you must accept. John is the only one whose voice was the first to announce Christ and whose fingers pointed to the person where the forgiveness of sins is actually to be found. No human being had ever had or seen fingers like those of John, with which he pointed to the Lamb of God. Therefore, when we are oppressed by sin, or terrified by the Devil or by Death, what we need to do is to look at the mouth and fingers of the preacher, who will give us the correct teaching and show us how to come to the forgiveness of our sins and how to make our peace with God. This is the joy that the whole world, not just Elizabeth and Zechariah, should have in John. Martin Luther in Luther's Breviary: A Meditation for Each Day of the Year (Wartburg Verlag 2007), p. 192
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together.



A Gift from the Lutheran Church of Nigeria

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Many thanks to President Christopher Ekong and the Lutheran Church of Nigeria for this beautiful gift! Blessings also on the upcoming celebration of the LCN’s diamond jubilee!



"A Little Book on Joy" Now in Reprint!

Thursday, June 23, 2011

Rediscover the joy of being a Christian! LCMS president Matthew Harrison has produced a well written exploration of the nature of life in the fallen world and the joy that we have in Christ. Read about the joy of life together in community, marriage, and family, or the joys of humor, worship, the sanctity of life, and the wonders of creation. Includes: • Study questions at the end of each chapter, perfect for Bible study or small group study. • A Prayer Guide for "The Great Ninety Days of Joy after Joy with texts and prayers from Ash Wednesday through Pentecost. • "Something to Think About" questions are included at the end of each chapter.

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession -- A



Tribute

Saturday, June 25, 2011

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession 25 June 1530 before Emperor Charles V (Click for Larger Image) I will speak of your statues before kings, O Lord, and will not be put to shame." -- Introit Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, Psalm 119:46. 168

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Apart from the Lord's salvific events recorded in the Old and New Testaments, particularly Christ's birth, death, resurrection, and ascension, "one of the greatest days in human history" was "when the Augsburg Confession was first publicly read before the emperor." (Klug, Eugene F A. “Lutherʼs contribution to the Augsburg Confession.” Concordia Theological Quarterly 44, no. 2-3 (1980): 155-172, pg. 159.) Martin Luther called the Diet of Augsburg where the Augsburg Confession was read, "the last trumpet before Judgment Day." The Presentation of the Augsburg Confession 481 years ago changed the world. Arguably, the Presentation of the Augsburg Confession is even more important than when Luther nailed the Ninety-five Theses on the castle door in Wittenberg in 1517. The Augsburg Confession was read in German, not Latin, on June 25 at 3 p.m. by Chancellor Beyer. He read with a clear, loud voice for nearly two hours. At least seven (if not nine) Electors and Princes of the Holy Roman Empire (Germany, for all intents and purposes) signed the Augsburg Confession. George of Brandenburg declared, "Rather than deny my God and suffer the Word of God to be taken from me, I will kneel down and have my head struck off." (Eh ich mir will das Wort Gottes nehmen lassen und meines Gottes verläugnen, ehe will ich jetzt niderknien und wir den Kopf lassen abhauen." Corpus Reformatorum 2, 115.) Although the German princes who signed the Augsburg Confession did not lose their heads, others would lose their heads. The Execution of Twenty-seven Nobles in Prague After the Bohemian defeat at the Battle on White Mountain. Just a decade shy of a century after the Augsburg Confession was signed, twentyseven Bohemian nobles were executed for their confession of the Protestant faith (The Bohemian Confession of 1575 based on the Augsburg Confession), and in some cases for their confession of the Augsburg Confession. The nobles were various shades of Lutherans or Calvinists. Among those executed was Jan Jesenius, physician to the Prince of Saxony 1593, and professor of anatomy in Wittenberg from 1594 until 1600, when he relocated to Prague. He was executed along with twenty-six other nobles for refusing the Roman Catholic faith. In 1621, the Emperor ordered all Calvinists and non-Lutherans to convert in three days to Roman Catholicism or to leave the Czech lands. In December 1621 under Archbishop Lohelius, "The last Administrator, the Lutheran Jiřík Dykastus, was exiled from Bohemia with other Czech Protestant clergy."(David, Zdenìk V. “THE WHITE MOUNTAIN, 1620: AN ANNIHILATION OR APOTHEOSIS OF UTRAQUISM?” Communio Viatorum 45, no. few years later the Silesian Lutherans would come under persecution for their confession. From the 16th century until the present day, many would 169

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. stand before kings and confess the faith confessed at Augsburg. Title Page of Confessyon Of The Fayth Of The Germaynes London, 1536 Translated by Richard Taverner Richard Taverner July 1575) best known for his translation of the Bible into English, first translated the Augsburg Confession and the Apology into English in 1536. Taverner's commitment to Lutheran theology is questionable, at the very least he was unwilling to lose his life for it. The English Ten Articles of Religion are based on the Augsburg Confession. The effects of Taverner's translation largely are limited to a brief period of time in the 1530s. Acta et Scripta Theologorum Wirtembergensium et Patriarchae Constantinopolitanti D. Hieremiae, 1584. After Luther's death, the Lutheran's continued to reach out to others with the Augsburg Confession. Melanchthon is believed to have sent a letter to Patriarch Joasaph II (1555-1565) in 1559. After Melanchthon's correspondance, Demetrios Mysos came to study in Wittenberg for about six months. During this time, Melanchthon and Mysos are believed to have translated the Augsburg Confession into Greek. Melanchthon died in 1560 and there is no evidence that Mysos returned to Constantinople with the Greek version of the Augsburg Confession. 170

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Augsburg Confession's Title in Greek Reads, "A Confession of the Orthodox Faith." A second attempt to contact the Eastern Orthodox church was made by Jacob Andreae in 1574 when he sent a copy of the Augsburg Confession in Greek to Patriarch Jeremiah II. The title of the Augsburg Confession in Greek reads, "A Confession of the Orthodox Faith." The Patriarch responded to the Augsburg Confession article by article. Agreement was not found. The entire fascinating story with a translation of the correspondance can be read in Augsburg and Constantinople: The Correspondence between the Tubingen Theologians and Patriarch Jeremiah II of Constantinople on the Augsburg ... Library of Ecclesiastical and Historical). The original Acta et Scripta Theologorum Wirtembergensium et Patriarchae Constantinopolitanti D. Hieremiae, 1584, can be downloaded here in PDF. Philipp Melanchthon Das Augsburger Bekenntnis von 1530, ergänzt durch die Apologie des Bekenntnisses Wittenberg: Georg Rhau, 1531 The Augsburg Confession confesses, "Ecclesiae magno consensu apud nos docent," that is, "The churches among us with great consensus teach." This is an ecumenical statement that the Augsburg Confession is a universal creed, that correctly expounds the Scriptures and believed by all Christians. On this Dr. Charles Arand writes, "And so in the Augustana they proclaim, "This is the one holy catholic and apostolic faith" which is proclaimed among us. Therefore the one holy Christian church exists among us in its fullness. In this claim of catholicity the confessors issue a call, inviting others to confess their catholicity by confessing the Gospel as it is set forth in the twenty-eight articles of the Augustana. And then they issue a bit of a challenge: And we hope that it exists among you." (Arand, Charles P. “The Future of Church Fellowship : A Confessional Proposal.” Concordia Journal (July 1999), 248-249.) The Augsburg Confession is the bold confession of the Lutheran, rather of the Christian Church, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. Read the Augsburg Confession here.
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Global Impact Meeting AKA Paul Raabe's War Room



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, June 30, 2011

President Harrison Commenting On Strategic Theological Education Efforts Worldwide Today (30 June 2011) at the LCMS International Center, a "Global Impact" meeting was held with representatives from Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Lutheran Hour Ministries, and World Mission to discuss how the LCMS could bring its resources to bear to maximize impact upon the world. The idea for this meeting came from a visit President Harrison made to a faculty forum at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis. At that meeting, Rev. Dr. Paul Raabe responding to President Harrison's vision to "Rock the Lutheran World," said something to the effect, "What we need is a 'war room' with a map of the world so that we can plan how to best utilize the resources of the LCMS collectively (the Seminaries, Missions, International Center, Districts, Congregations, etc.) to have the largest and global impact utilizing the best stewardship." President Harrison thought that an excellent idea and some six months later, the first "Global Impact," a.k.a. "Raabe's War Room" meeting was held. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first time an event such as this has been held with people from the LCMS International Center (President's Office, Church Relations, Missions, and Pastoral Education), along with both seminaries (CSL and CTSFW) and Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) gathered together to forge a collaborative strategy towards a global theological education and mission efforts. Rev. Dr. Paul Raabe Now a brief word should be said about the term "war room" as it potentially sounds triumphalistic or as if we develop the right plan or strategy will produce the results we want or lead to the outcomes we desire. "War room" might also sound imperialistic. At the risk of protesting too much none of these interpretations is what is intended. In the best sense of the word something like the following was intended: "A centralized office or locale for the project manager and the project team to work on the project. It can house information on the project, including documentation and support materials. It allows the project team to work in close proximity." In this case, it was an opportunity for the project team (LCMS Mission, Seminaries, LHM, etc.) to gather together to talk about the best way to coordinate our efforts and to utilize the Lord's resources entrusted to us by the Lord's church to proclaim the Gospel worldwide, talking into account requests and needs 172

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. of our worldwide partners. While the harvest and fruit is not ours to decide, the Lord himself told his disciples to the "consider" the cost before building a tower. After devotions and prayer, President Harrison began by reiterating his desire to "Rock the Lutheran World" and emphasized that the seminaries and their role in theological education was not only a strength of the LCMS (one might even say a "core competency") but was essential to the LCMS' missionary effort. Confessional Lutheran Theological Education rooted in the Holy Scriptures, Lutheran Confessions, the Small Catechism, and the Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel are essential to the formation of pastors (within the United States and also essential to the formation of indigenous pastors overseas) who preach boldly in a way that engages people, who then go on to share the Gospel with their family and friends. This also is essential to the formation of future church leaders at home and abroad. View LCMS Theological Education in a larger map Key to the Map: RED Markers Indicate Efforts of Both Seminaries; YELLOW Markers Indicate Efforts by CSL BLUE Markers Indicate Efforts by CTSFW VIOLET Markers Indicate Efforts by LCC CYAN Markers Indicate Efforts by LCMS WM After President Harrison finished explaining his goal for the meeting, Al Collver, Church Relations, and Dave Birner, World Mission, gave an overview of LCMS and Lutheran Church Canada (also participants via email) theological education initiatives around the world. Next representatives from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, discussed significant worldwide contacts they had and initiatives they had begun. Next representatives from Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, presented their contacts and initiatives. Luther Hour Ministries (LHM) presented on the 31 countries they work in. (The countries LHM International works in can be found here.) Over a working lunch, Rev. Dr. Glen Thomas, Executive Director of Pastoral Education, moderated a discussion on working towards policies the various entities could agree were guiding principles for collaboration and for stewardship of resources. Good progress was made on this and the group decided to have a steering committee incorporate the suggestions from the participating entities to be presented at a future meeting. The final portion of the meeting discussed the funding challenge first presented in the May 2011 Lutheran Witness, "Blessings, Gifts, Challenges..." (click here for the issue) which specifically challenged the Synod to raise $250,000 for theological education (see or click here to give now to this challenge. The goal is to have $1,000,000 per year to divide between Concordia Seminary Saint Louis, Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, and the Lutheran Church Canada to provide theological education consisting of bringing future leaders to LCMS and LCC seminaries, sending seminary professors overseas to teach, and to support regional seminaries of partner churches. Rev. Jon Vieker, Senor Assistant to the President, closed the meeting with the Litany. While there is much work still to be done, details to be completed, and more input sought from the seminaries and from partner churches, today was a good start. May the Lord send labors into the field for the harvest is plentiful. This is a preliminary report of good 173

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. meeting. Look for more information in the Reporter and other LCMS publications in the future. Participants: from Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, included, Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, President; Rev. Dr. Andy Bartelt, Vice-President Academic Affairs; Rev. Dr. Bruce Schuchard; Rev. Dr. William Schumacher; Rev. Dr. Victor Raj. From Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne: Rev. Dr. Larry Rast, President; Rev. Dr. Dean Wenthe, President Emeritis; Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill; Rev. Dr. Chuck Geischen; Rev. Dr. Detlev Schultz. From the Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) Rev. Dr. Douglas Rutt; from the LCMS International Center: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President; Rev. Dr. Glen Thomas, Pastoral Education; Rev. Dr. David Birner, World Mission; Rev. Jon Vieker; Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Church Relations.



Pastors Struggle with Death

Tuesday, July 05, 2011

“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Hebrews 2:14f). I have two brothers who are pastors, and was talking with one of them the other day about the pastor’s struggle with death. This pastor is now in his 24th year in his first congregation. He’s had a number of calls, but the Lord has seen fit to keep him in his first parish in a very fruitful ministry. But after 20 years in a long ministry, the pastor is burying people who have become almost life-long friends. It becomes a struggle. People you have known more than half of your life and have seen virtually every Sunday for more than 20 years are now the ones for whom you are conducting funerals. The pastor more and more must deal with his own grief even as he comforts the grieving family. Only the knowledge that Christ Himself “partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the one who has the power of death...” can sustain both pastor and people. This struggle with death takes many forms. Recently I visited the cemetery of the congregation my father was serving as pastor when my parents married. There was a gravestone for a two-week old baby my father buried 8 days before I was born. What was going through his mind two weeks later when I was baptized at his hand? When a parishioner was recently taken to a hospital with a life-threatening illness, my son, also a pastor, calling me on his way to visit him, exclaimed that he would not have been able to sleep, had he not gone to see him. Those are often golden moments in the hospital, when people are surrounded with the law (in the form of all the medical procedures and other reminders of death) and are often desperate to hear the good news of Jesus, the One whose death and resurrection gives us life. You have the privilege of bringing hope and peace in Christ. In a way, all true pastoral work is a life and death struggle. Preparing sermons we want to bring the law to expose sin for the deadly poison it is, while also bringing the “living and 174

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. abiding Word of God” in such a way that our people truly hear it and believe it. For only the Word can speak life, and bring to life those who are spiritually dead. Only the Word of Jesus can sustain us in the life of faith, for in the end it will be the Word of Jesus that will call us forth from the grave to rise to eternal life. When a pastor hears a confession of sin, he is bound by the command of our Lord to speak forgiveness in Christ’s name. When a pastor listens to the cares and concerns of his people, he will point out the signs of death but will even more clearly speak of life in Christ, the One who has conquered death and the devil. When a pastor plans worship and preaching, his greatest desire is to bring life, the real life in Christ, to his hearers. Teaching, visiting, counseling, working with people, the pastor brings life into situations where death has ruled. And death often does not want to give up what he considers his territory! So the pastor will also be conscious of his own mortality and his own need for Christ. He is a dying sinner just like all the rest. He lives by the same good news in Jesus he brings to others. In fact, knowing this about himself is the Spirit’s way of giving him empathy for people, both within and without the Church. That’s why, dear pastor, wherever you go, you bring life into the midst of death. Your pastoral work is a matter of life and death. We sinners need the law to show us our sin and death. But even more we need Jesus, the One who conquers death, the One who forgives sin, who brings life by His resurrection. This is what pastoral work is all about. Never forget this is what matters for eternity. Yes, pastoral work is often a struggle with death, but “thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57). +Herbert C. Mueller

Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study



Available Now

Wednesday, July 06, 2011

Order from CPH the Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study Yesterday, Concordia Publishing House received the Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study from the printer. The first shipment arrived at the LCMS International Center today. Copies of the Bible Study Due to a generous anonymous donor, CPH will be mailing out a copy of the WMLT Bible Study to each LCMS Congregation over the next few days. The mailing to the 175

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. congregations includes both the WMLT Bible Study and a WMLT DVD by President Harrison. President Harrison's Letter about the WMLT Bible Study WMLT Cover A sample of the first 11 pages, including President Harrison's forward can be viewed below or downloaded. For the latest on Witness, Mercy, Life Together visit the WMLT Resource Page. Witness, Mercy, Life Together Book Front Material



LCMS Missionary Orientation -- Week 1

Thursday, July 07, 2011

LCMS Outgoing Missionaries for 2011 -- 32 Total On 5 July 2011, thirty individuals gathered at the LCMS International Center in Saint Louis for missionary orientation. In total 23 GEO Missionaries (Globally Engaged Outreach), who typically serve 1 to 2 years sharing the Gospel in their vocation of teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) in partner and non-partner churches as well as serving in other deaconal projects, 7 career missionaries and 2 international educators, who serve in LCMS operated international schools, who had either been called or solemnly appointed by the Board for International Mission (BIM) between September 2010 and June 2011, attended the orientation. The LCMS missionaries were called to serve in eleven different countries (13 if Macau and Hong Kong are considered separately from China). Among the called career missionaries were two seminary graduates, one from each seminary. 176

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. LCMS Missionaries Called and Appointed to Serve in 11 Countries (India and Singapore not shown on map) Missionary orientation follows on the heels of the LCMS Global Impact Meeting and provides a good opportunity to reflect on the best use of church resources with the new missionaries. In addition to the the new LCMS missionaries, the LCMS Regional Directors (Africa: Dr. Mike Rodewald, East Asia: Rev. John Mehl, South Asia: Darin Storkson, Eurasia: Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, Latin America: Rev. Ted Krey) attended to meet the new LCMS missionaries and to discuss how Witness, Mercy, Life Together can be integrated on the mission field. In addition to the new missionaries, the LCMS International Center welcomes Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, on-loan from Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne, as the Director of Theological Education. Over the past fifteen years, Dr. Quill has been instrumental in the Russia Project and has served as the Dean of International Studies at CTSFW. Regional Directors Meeting The orientation which lasts from the evening of July 5th until the evening of July 13th, has a 10 page schedule that begins at 7:30 AM and ends around 7 PM each evening. The orientation begins each morning with devotions led by Concordia Publishing House's Rev. Scot Kinnamen, editor of Treasury of Daily Prayer. His goal is to help foster a daily devotional practice among missionaries using a variety of tools. Worship is a major component of missionary orientation with devotions, chapel in the morning, and evening prayer at the close of day. 177

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Matins at Missionary Orientation Preaching Rev. Dr. Doug Rutt from Lutheran Hour Ministries During the debriefing session, worship, particularly the creative use of instruments was noted as one of the most memorable experiences of the day. The Musical Ensemble Leading Matins in Chapel A new part of LCMS missionary orientation (new at least as far as we can determine) is a refresher seminar on Martin Luther's Small Catechism led by Rev. William Weedon. Pastor Weedon's teaching of the catechism also was noted as among the most memorable of the day's events. In fact, of all the presenters, Pastor Weedon was the only presenter to receive applause at the end of his seminar. Pastor Weedon teaching on the Small Catechism In this short video, Pastor Weedon summarizes the Close of the Commandments with the new LCMS missionaries. LCMS Missionaries Gathered in Walther Room The LCMS Missionary Orientation is off to a good start. In future posts, we will feature short interviews with some of the new 178

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. missionaries headed into the field. Despite the economic challenges the country, the LCMS, Districts, Congregations, and individuals have faced over the past year, the Lord has heard the prayer of his church to send laborers into the harvest. May he grant an even greater return and sending in the future. Remember the LCMS staff and new missionaries in prayer as they continue with orientation this week. -- ABC3+



The Role of Theological Education in Missions

Friday, July 08, 2011

Dr. Timothy Quill Discusses Global Theological Education In the short video clip below, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill speaks on the role of theological education in global missions at the LCMS Missionary Orientation held in July 2011. He notes the key role that theological education plays in the goal of Lutheran Mission leading to Lutheran Congregations, and its reverse, Lutheran Congregations do Lutheran Mission. As Dr. Quill notes, since Dr. Luther taught at Wittenberg University, Lutherans have been known for theological education.

Weedon -- Sacrament of the Altar, Missionary



Orientation

Sunday, July 10, 2011

There have been several posts on the Internet and on Facebook requesting that Pastor Weedon (Check out Pastor Weedon's Blog here) put print outs or downloads of the Small Catechism studies that he has been using for the LCMS Missionary Orientation. Earlier in the week, we posted a short 5 minute segment by Pastor Weedon. Yesterday (Saturday), Pastor Weedon presented on the Sacrament of the Altar from the Small Catechism for the outgoing missionaries. I was able to record this 20 some minute presentation with my iPhone. As in the previous sessions, Pastor Weedon did an excellent job. His teaching the Small Catechism has been one of the highlights of missionary orientation. Enjoy his presentation of the Sacrament of the Altar. (Pastor Weedon, if you see this, thank you for the kind words about the Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study on your blog.)
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Presidential Election "Heads-Up!"



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Monday, July 11, 2011

Some of us remember life together on school playgrounds when different games overlapped with a softball game, when cries of “heads up!” alerted rope-jumpers and four-square players that a fly ball was on its way. This blog will sound similar alerts in months to come, calling readers’ attention to incoming changes associated with LCMS conventions. And although the next convention is two years hence, the first major change is already in the air and truly warrants a “heads up!” 2013 Presidential Election Process 2010 Res. 8-17 “To Elect the Synod President," after noting the President’s service to the entire Synod and the availability of new technology, authorized the election of the President in a manner that will allow direct participation by the Synod’s congregations. Beginning with the 2013 convention, congregations (or parishes in cases where more than one congregation is served by the same called pastor) will elect the President of the Synod even before the delegates to the convention gather in St. Louis. The manner in which congregations (or parishes) avail themselves of this opportunity to participate is the subject of this “heads up!” 2012 District Convention Delegate Selection In months to come, congregations (or parishes) will be electing their voting delegates to their district conventions. While district convention delegate selection has always been important, Res. 8-17 has increased its importance. The congregations and parishes of the Synod will now participate in the election of the President of the Synod through their district convention delegates who, four weeks prior to the following year's national convention, will vote on their congregations' behalf. And this warrants another “heads up!” The presidential voting privilege will be restricted to those delegates who actually attend their district conventions. District secretaries will provide lists of delegates who were in attendance at their conventions to the Secretary of the Synod. These lists will constitute the official list of eligible voters for the presidential election. Bylaw 3.12.2.3 (2010 Handbook, p. 183), which governs the presidential election process, does allow for “substitute voters” when district convention delegates are no longer members of the congregations they represented or are otherwise unavailable. But the bylaw does not provide opportunity for a congregation to name a substitute when a delegate fails to attend the district convention. More to Come Specific information regarding this election process will be provided in due time, with some manner of electronic voting likely to be involved. Suffice for now to take note of the importance of the election of delegates to next year's district conventions during this fall's congregational voters’ meetings. 180

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Raymond L. Hartwig, LCMS Secretary



The Pentecost Task -- Missionary Orientation

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Acts 2:1-13 Day of Pentecost Rev. Dr. Timothy C. J. Quill Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard the sound [of the apostles speaking], a multitude gathered together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language....Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” (2:5-6, 12) When confessing the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, Martin has us ask the same question, “What does this mean?” And the answer: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” Luther’s Explanation in the Small Catechism is a perfect summary of Pentecost. There is no believing without the Holy Spirit. That was true in the 16th century when Luther wrote his Small Catechism, it is true today, and it will be true in the future when we leave here and travel to distant lands. It has been true from the very beginning, when it all began on the Day of Pentecost. Jesus accomplished our salvation through his sacrificial death on the cross. After his ascension into Heaven, the risen Lord Jesus continued the work of salvation by distributing his saving gifts, namely, the forgiveness of sins, through preaching, Baptism, and the Breaking of Bread/Lord’s Supper. Pentecost was about preaching the Word of Christ and about baptizing in the name of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. A lot of exciting things happened in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. But we must not lose sight of the essential things. Pentecost was and is about the preaching—preaching Jesus Christ crucified and risen. Pentecost was and is about the Holy Spirit. It was the Holy Spirit who gave to the apostles what they were to clearly proclaim in the streets of Jerusalem. Thus the Holy Spirit was the real preacher on Pentecost even as he is the 181

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. real preacher today. On that day the Holy Spirit preached through our Lord’s Apostles. Today the Holy Spirit preaches through pastors when they faithfully proclaim what has been given them to say by the same Spirit through his inspired Holy Scriptures—that is, Jesus Christ crucified and risen. A lot of exciting things happened in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. Today things are far from exciting as sit here quietly in the chapel of the LCMS International Center looking through glass windows at the sky. The streets of Jerusalem are replaced with concrete avenues and interstates highways. Today, the people in the crowds are isolated from one another as they speed past us in their air-conditioned cars. Some of these folks are undoubtedly good Christians. Some are literally on a highway to hell. Each car contains real people for whom Christ died—each with their own story. And here we sit, quietly listening to God’s Word, confessing Christ, saying our prayers and singing hymns. Nothing exciting about this, however it is important and essential. When you hear the account of Pentecost, have you ever been tempted to wish it could be like that again today? Pentecost was like an exciting Christian fireworks-filled Fourth of July—tongues of fire, violent winds, loud “dynamic” preaching, three thousand baptisms, and instant language ability. / / Even as I’m speaking, seminarians at both our Fort Wayne and St. Louis Seminaries are struggling through agonizing weeks of summer Greek and Hebrew. What they wouldn’t give for a Pentecost miracle language course, GSL and HSL (Greek as a Second Language and Hebrew as a Second Language) is yours in just seconds, not weeks and years. But one should be careful for what one wishes for. Luke tells us, “They were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.” Would you really like that to happen today? Do you really want to sit in a glass chapel while tornados like winds rip through the International Center like an out of control freight train? It’s terrifying. I’m told this is what happened here at the International Center a few months ago. Be careful what you wish for. When the frightened apostles were filled by the Holy Spirit to preach in the city, the Spirit gave them both the things to say, and the courage to speak them. They fully expected that they would be met with the same fate as Jesus from the angry mobs, church leaders and government officials. And in time, most met a martyr’s death. The tongues of fires were also impressive. Fire was a symbol of the presence of God who is an all consuming fire. A head set ablaze is not a pretty sight. But as was the case with Moses before the burning bush, a fire that doesn’t consume is a divine revelation that allows us to see into the very heart and nature of God—at the core of his being, his divine nature, the Lord God is a God of grace and mercy. In Luke’s account in Acts 2, the tongues (γλῶσσαι) of fire give way to the apostles speaking in other tongues (γλῶσσαι), or languages. When God’s Word comes off the tongues and out of the mouths of his apostles and pastors in sermon and absolution, it comes with the very presence of the Holy Spirit. Where the Word of Christ is proclaimed, there is Christ and his promised Holy Spirit. The words are nothing other than the powerful, Spirit filled, sin-forgiving, words of life—the creative Spirit filled wind or breath that creates faith and life. “When they heard the sound of the apostles’ preaching, a crowd came together in bewilderment.” Today it is our mission task to help gather the bewildered multitudes from all nations to come to where Christ and the Holy Spirit are present—to the church with its 182

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. pulpit, font and altar. We invite others to join us at church where we are devoted to the apostles teaching, to the fellowship, that is, the breaking of bread and to the prayers of the church. The Old Testament harvest festival of Pentecost was a time of joy and thanksgiving. The Divine Service with Word and supper is a time of even greater joy and thanksgiving. This is indeed the greater harvest, the greater Pentecost. So, what does this mean? Why did all of us come here for two weeks? Why are we driven to go into all the world in order to invite people to come to Church? Because...as we confess in the explanation of the 3rd Article of the Creed: “In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.”



Missionary Sending Service

Saturday, July 16, 2011

On Friday, 15 July 2011, President Harrison preached at the LCMS' missionary sending service for 34 Career, GEO, and Lutheran education missionaries who were being sent to 16 countries including Cambodia, the Czech Republic, England, Germany, Hong Kong, Hungary, Kenya, Macau, Russia, South Africa and Taiwan. The theme of President Harrison's sermon was "Jesus Only." In the sermon President Harrison alluded to Dr. Martin Luther's description of the body of Christ feeling the pain of other Christians around the world. He said, "When you stub your toe, we will feel it here at the International Center and pray for you." The Order of Service for the Missionary Sending service was the Divine Service with the celebration of Holy Communion. Village Lutheran Church, Laude, Missouri Sponsored the service. President Harrison services as the assistant pastor to Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden, Senior Pastor at Village Lutheran. 183

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Dr. Kevin Golden, Senior Pastor at Village Lutheran Church in Laude distributes Holy Communion in the picture above. President Harrison, assistant Pastor at Village Lutheran Church, was the celebrant. The Missionary Sending Service was a great joy. It was a great privilege to have District President Ray Mirly from the Missouri District at the service. 184

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. A reception was held for the missionaries after the Sending Service at the LCMS International Center. The LCMS Reporter Online has a story on the sending service titled, "Synod commissions 34 new missionaries." The Saint Louis Post Dispatch posted a photo gallery called, "Missouri Synod missionary sending service."

WELS National Conference on Worship, Music &



the Arts -- Gustav...

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

WELS Worship Conference Book (Over 200 Pages Long) Yesterday, a group of LCMS representatives arrived at Saint Peter, Minnesota, on the campus of Gustavus Adolphus College for the Wisconsin Synod's National Conference on Worship. The Wisconsin Synod has been holding worship conferences since 1996, and this is their sixth conference. As of the end of June 2011, nearly 900 people registered for this worship conference. The plenary speaker stated that the WELS Conference on Worship is the largest worship conference in the Western Hemisphere. A significant percentage of WELS church workers (pastors and church musicians) attend the conference. This is remarkable considering the size of WELS (around 400,000 members) in comparison to the ELCA and the LCMS, not to mention other Protestant groups in North America. This shows in part WELS commitment to Lutheran Worship. 185

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Plenary Session "Passing the Torch" A recurring theme at the WELS Conference on Worship is "authentic Lutheran Worship." Yesterday, I heard a presentation by Jonathan Schroeder about a WELS mission start in Atlanta (Faith, Sharpsburg, GA) in 2001. The pastor was confronted with starting a church in a strange land to Lutherans -- the Deep South, where the predominate religious affiliation is Baptist and other Evangelical groups. He explained the recognition that he did not make a good baptist, nor could his fledging congregation compete with the musical groups or styles of the mega churches. His conclusion, the only option is to be authentically Lutheran. He had many good suggestions for being a "missional" church while remaining authentically Lutheran. Approximately 100 people attended Jonathan Schroeder's session on "Teaching Worship." This is a session that would have been good for me to hear starting out as a pastor. Faith, Sharpsburg, GA (A WELS Congregation) By way of observation and not comment ... Another interesting theme or motif that recurs among WELS people is the Synodical Conference. While I suspect many LCMS folk give little to no thought to the Synodical Conference that broke up in the late 1950s. Yet for many in WELS the Synodical Conference or rather the breakup of the Synodical Conference is a defining moment. In a sense, the break of the Synodical Conference is the sad story about the dissolution of a family -- three sisters who could no longer have a Life Together. In any case, I cannot remember the last time I heard the Synodical Conference mentioned at an official LCMS event. 186

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Phillip Magness, Secretary of the LCMS Board for International Mission Presents on the Psalms as the Hymn Book of the Bible The Conference Book is literally a book of over 200 pages. The conference is rather impressive and well done. Below are some photos of the Gustavus Adolphus Campus. Tomorrow, we have the opportunity to visit the Wisconsin Synod's Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota. 2011 Worship Conf Brochure Web Representatives from the LCMS include: Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Herb Mueller, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Rev. Jon Vieker, Rev. Larry Vogel, and Rev. John Willie, District President of South Wisconsin. As few people know us, we are able to go about the conference more or less incognito. Thus far the conference is not only impressive but rather edifying. Gustavus Adolphus College Gustavus Adolphus College is affiliated with the ELCA and is rooted in a Swedish and Lutheran heritage. The college is 150 years old. The campus is rather impressive. Gustavus Adolphus 187

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. King of Sweden (1611-1632) Gustavus Adolphus was the King of Sweden from 1611 to 1632. He fought for the Protestant cause during the 30 years war, and made Sweden the third largest nation in Europe after Russia and Spain. He was known as the "Father of Modern Warfare." He restored a number of territories to the Lutheran faith, but his early death resulted in the loss of several territories to the Roman Catholic forces. He is honored as a hero in many Lutheran lands for his efforts during the 30 years war. Alfred Nobel Building Gustavus Adolphus College hosts the Nobel Conference each year since 1963, where top scientists, philosophers, and Nobel Prize winners lecture on a variety of topics. The Nobel Conference for 2011 is the 47th and is on the topic of The Brain and Being Human. Nobel Conference 47 Poster The jewel and figurative if not the literal center of the campus is Christ Chapel. Christ Chapel 188

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Crucifix Outside of Chapel

WELS Conference on Worship at Martin Luther



College

Friday, July 22, 2011

We are providing this information to help LCMS readers become more acquainted with WELS and their facilities. For us who traveled to the WELS Conference on Worship, the experience has been rather educational. Martin Luther College On Thursday, the worship conference had a change of venue from Gustavus Adolphus College (ELCA Campus) to Martin Luther College, a Wisconsin Synod campus in New Ulm, Minnesota. WELS like the LCMS facing financial challenges regarding the upkeep and maintenance of their colleges, merged their teacher college and their seminary into one campus. The student population of the campus is around 1,000. The crown jewel of the campus is the new Chapel of Christ, recently completed. Martin Luther College (formerly known as Doctor Martin Luther College when it was a teachers college) did not have a chapel for 30 or 40 years... think of a parallel situation at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, being without a chapel since it located in Clayton until 1992 with the completion of the Chapel of Saints Timothy and Titus. 189

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Chapel of Christ A goal of worship conferences is to "model" worship for congregations. On Thursday, the theme of the conference was Easter with the opening service modeling Easter Sunday. Here the LCMS folk attending ran into a slight cultural difference. When the WELS pastor said, "He is Risen." The congregation responded, "He is risen indeed!" However, the LCMS folk added (rather loudly) "Alleluia!" This apparently is not part of the WELS Easter custom and we stood out. Nonetheless, our faux pas was quietly ignored and we were treated graciously. Of course, as is in the case of all worship conferences, the "models" often shows what can be done, not necessarily what every congregation can do. Yet this is not bad. The experience is similar to what many people find attending the worship at the Symposium at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, or at the installation of a Synod President, or the opening of the academic year at one of the seminaries. An uplifting experience and a learning experience for the participants. The inside of the chapel is spacious and holds about 1,000 people. For the musicians, the organ was built by the Schantz Organ Company (Orrville, Ohio, 1873) has 57 pipe ranks, more than 3,000 pipes, and two 16' pipes. I was told that with the three digital voices the organ can emulate a 32' pipe -- a very low note. This is a worship space done very well. For me, the altar was the best part of the chapel. "The Altar of Revelation," is patterned after Revelation 5, and seeks to present the Evangelists' vision of the Holy Trinity. The Father is depicted as a hand holding a scroll, the Son, as the Lion of Judah, and the Spirit as seven eyes and seven hours. In the vision of Saint John in Revelation 5, the Lion of Judah becomes the Lamb that was Slain. The Lamb Who Was Slain from Revelation 5 190

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. "Behold, the Lamb of God" In Greek and German -We also had opportunity to stop by and see the Evangelical Lutheran Synod's Bethany College in Mankato, MN. A few photos below.



Papua New Guinea Mission Society Meeting

Saturday, July 30, 2011

Worship Folder for PNG Mission Society Yesterday and today, the Papua New Guinea Mission Society met at Timothy Lutheran Church in Saint Louis, MO. Gathered together were about 75 to 100 people, most of whom were LCMS missionaries who served in the Enga Province in Papua New Guinea 191

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. between 1948 and the early 1990s. The special guests at the PNG Mission Society Meeting arrived from PNG last evening, including Peter Ipatas, the Governor of the Enga Province for the past 14 years. Governor Ipatas Address The Group In his address, Governor Ipatas rehearsed the LCMS' role in Papua New Guinea, particularly in the Enga Provence, over the past 63 years (since 1948 when the first LCMS missionaries arrived). He noted in particular the contributions that the LCMS made to Papua New Guinea particularly in the areas of theological education, general education, and health care, as the LCMS placed literally hundreds of missionaries between 1950 and 1970 in the Enga Provence. He also with some sadness noted the vacuum left in PNG when the LCMS pulled out the majority of her missionaries in the early 1970s. This corresponds to the massive decline of LCMS career missionaries described by Rev. Dave Birner in the May 2011 issue of The Lutheran Witness, when the LCMS had about 350 missionaries around the world, a good portion of them being located in Papua new Guinea. As Rev. Birner noted in the Lutheran Witness, a variety of reasons led to the decline of LCMS missionaries worldwide, including a change in LCMS mission philosophy and policy. These changes left LCMS partners such as Papua New Guinea wondering why the LCMS left. Currently, the LCMS has three career missionaries in Papua New Guinea according to the LCMS website. Governor Ipatas challenged the LCMS to return to Papua New Guinea with 20 missionaries next year, a fraction of the hundreds of missionaries the LCMS formerly sent. He noted that theological educators who could train pastors and general educators as well 192

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. as medical teams were in particular need. He pledged to assist in any way he could. Among the former LCMS missionaries to Papua New Guinea, his speech was met with a standing ovation. LCMS Career Missionaries from 1970 to 2010 Image taken from May 2011 Lutheran Witness The first LCMS missionaries, Rev. Otto Hintze and Rev. Bill Burce, arrived in Papua New Guinea in 1948 at the invitation of a Wauni tribal leader in Yaramanda, Enga Province. Rev. Hintze and his wife were able to attend the Mission Society Meeting at Timothy Lutheran Church. While Rev. Dr. Willard (Bill) Burce was not able to attend. Rev. Jerry Burce Preaching on compassion [σπλάγχνα (splanchna)] His son, Rev. Jerry Burce was there and led the morning service, preaching on Matthew preached on how Jesus had compassion [σπλάγχνα (splanchna)] on the blind men in the Gospel reading, on all of us, and on the people in Papua New Guinea. 193

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. First Page of Saturday Morning Worship Second and Third Pages of Saturday Morning Worship The Enga Provence is unique in Papua New Guinea for being in the highlands (Enga people are referred to as mountain men) and for being predominately the same ethnic / tribal group. The predominate religion in Enga is Lutheran (due to LCMS missionaries, about 1/2 of the population of the provence) and Roman Catholic. In 1960, the LCMS via the work of Dr. Willard Burce founded Timothy Seminary in the Enga provence. This seminary is the primary education for pastors of Gutnius Lutheran Church. Martin Luther Seminary (MLS) is another seminary located in Lae. Flag of Enga Provence Enga Provence Shaded in Red Governor Ipatas brought greetings to the LCMS, particularly to President Harrison and LCMS Mission personnel. His administrator Ezekiel Peter gifted LCMS personnel with a hat and a bilum. A bilum is a string bag handmade in PNG. A Papua New Guinea Hat and Bilum Although I was not able to attend the entire event at Timothy Lutheran Church, the time I spent with former LCMS missionary and the delegation from Papua New Guinea was very enlightening and provided me with much foder for thought, particularly how the LCMS might be able to answer the challenge Governor Ipatas presented to send more 194

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. missionaries to PNG. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver

Installation of Rev. Bart Day, Executive Director



of Life Together

Monday, August 01, 2011

Today, 1 August 2011, Rev. John Barton Day was installed as the Executive Director of Life Together (Office of National Mission). Rev. Bart Day fills a new position created by the restructuring that the Synod enacted in convention in July 2011. The convention divided all of the Synod's program areas into two Offices: the Office of International Mission (Witness and Mercy) and the Office of National Mission (Life Together). In his position of the Executive Director of Life Together (Office of National Mission), he is responsible for Schools, Youth, Stewardship, RSOs, District and Congregational Outreach, and Worship. President Harrison preached at Rev. Day's installation, while District President Ray Mirly conducted the Rite of Installation for Executives of the Synod. 195

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. President Harrison preached on Sunday's gospel reading, Matthew 14:13 - 21, the feeding of the five thousand men. He noted how the Bible has much to say about koinonia (Life Together). We note that frequently in the Scriptures koinonia (Life Together) occurs around the breaking of the bread. When he addressed Rev. Day regarding his new position, President Harrison quoted the following passage from Dietrich Bonhoeffer's book Life Together: So often Christians, especially preachers, think that their only service is always to have to 'offer' something when they are together with other people. They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking. Many people seek a sympathetic ear and do not find it among Christians, because these Christians are talking even when they should be listening. But Christians who can no longer listen to one another will soon no longer be listening to God either; they will always be talking even in the presence of God. (Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. “Life Together.” In Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, 5:1-139, 1987, 98). President Harrison then said to Rev. Day, "You have a lot of listening to do -- to your staff, to the church, and to the Lord... Once you feel that it is your job to tell the church how things ought to be, then it is time to leave." After the installation service, Rev. Day and his family were received at a reception in the cafeteria, the de facto "fellowship hall" (koinonia / Life Together hall) of the LCMS International Center for cake, punch, and coffee. 196

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. --Rev. John Barton Day Executive Director of the Office of National Mission (Life Together) Rev. John Barton "Bart" Day joined the Synod staff July 1 as executive director of the church body's new Life Together department that will include national mission functions of the synod. Since 1997, Day has been associate pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church in Houston, and has served since 2005 as headmaster of Memorial Lutheran School. Day's new position at the LCMS International Center was formed in response to adoption of resolutions calling for restructuring the national Synod by reducing its seven program boards and some staffed commissions to two elected policy boards: one for national mission work and one for international mission work. Ministry areas in the new Life Together department will include Lutheran schools (through the high-school level), youth, stewardship, worship, Recognized Service Organizations, "The 72 -- Partners on the Road," Black ministry, Hispanic ministry and other ethnic ministries, and other ministries for equipping congregational outreach and renewal. Day's service to the church also includes leading or participating in numerous mission trips to countries such as the United Kingdom, Mexico, Nicaragua and Kenya. He is a member of the board of directors of The Friends of Westfield House, which supports the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England's seminary that is located in Cambridge, 197

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. England. Also, Day -- an accomplished vocalist -- is a frequent presenter and instructor at worship conferences. Day holds a bachelor's degree from Concordia College (now Concordia University Nebraska), Seward, Neb., (1992), and a Master of Divinity degree from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (1997). He is pursuing additional advanced degrees from Notre Dame University, South Bend, Ind., and Concordia University Nebraska. A native of Carlyle, Ill., Bart and his wife, Julie, are blessed with five children.



"Don't Sweat the Weeds!"

Wednesday, August 03, 2011

The following homily was preached today in chapel at the International Center. A similar homily was also preached last week at the National LCMS Worship Conference held at Concordia University—Nebraska. Matthew 13:24–30 I.N.I. Amen. Weeds. If you grew up as a farm boy like I did, weeds were definitely not your friends. There’s absolutely nothing attractive about them, and when you’re out there working in the hot sun, weeds are a constant reminder of the curse of sin on our first father in paradise, and on every human being since: “. . . cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you . . .” (Gen. 3:17–18). But then they invented Roundup. I remember when Roundup first came out in the mid70s. I was a teenage farmhand back then, and Roundup was so cool! Crab grass, Johnson grass, and all the other rugged, broadleaf weeds that could only be hacked at with the end of a hoe, miraculously withered and died within two weeks of application—dried up at the root. Excellent, Smithers! And then they invented Roundup-resistant corn and soybeans, so that you can plant your field, and when your planted seeds comes up along with the weeds, you spray the field, and the corn and soybeans live, and the little weeds die! Judgment Day, Roundup style! Farmers do get obsessed with weeds, I must admit. I was recently talking to a grad student from Iowa State whose studies involve soil quality and agribusiness, and he was telling me that basically farmers tend to “over Roundup” their fields—that studies have shown that they could get by with fewer applications of Roundup. Their yield would be less, but their profits would be higher when you factor in the cost of the extra applications. So I asked him why farmers tend to over apply Roundup, and he said that he thought it was because of image. A good farmer wants a field with no weeds in it, and he’s afraid that if other farmers see his field with weeds in it, they’ll think less of him as a farmer. In our text for this morning, Jesus tells of a different kind of farmer—a farmer who doesn’t sweat the weeds, but actually allows the weeds and the wheat to grow up together until 198

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. harvest time. Then, and only then, will the weeds and their weed seeds be separated out and cast into the fire, and the wheat will be gathered into the barn. So, what’s the point of the parable for us today, who live in between planting and harvest? “Don’t Sweat the Weeds!” I. But we do, don’t we? We see the problems in the world around us—the weed seeds of the evil one “overseeded” liberally throughout the field of God’s creation. From that twisted terrorist in Norway, to the suicide bombers of the Middle East; from the genocide of Darfur, to the scourge of abortion-on-demand in our own country; from the increasing advocacy of a pro-gay agenda by our state and society, to a growing societal hostility toward the church and her mission of witness and mercy—the world we live in is decidedly overrun with noxious weeds of every variety, and more still to come. And we can begin to get obsessed about the weeds growing in the church, too, can’t we? I mean, when you think about it, the church has so many problems. Somebody recently told me that the problem with working here at the IC is that all the problems going on in Synod—wherever they may be, whatever they may be, however bad they may be—eventually come to roost here, in one way or another. It’s easy to get lost in the weeds when you work here, isn’t it? But when you start to focus on the weeds, you lose the point of the parable: “Don’t Sweat the Weeds.” Because if you try pulling up those weeds, their roots are so entangled with the wheat, that you will do damage to God’s good seed. No, the weeds and the wheat must grow alongside of each other until the end of time. It’s messy. It’s uncomfortable. It’s imperfect. But it is what the kingdom of heaven is like. II. You see, our Lord Jesus Himself came to live among the weeds. He didn’t apply some kind of cosmic Roundup to the world, sanitizing it before he became flesh among us. No, “the saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners Tim. 1:15). As the Pharisees declared: “Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” (Mt. 11:19). Friend of sinners, indeed! That’s our Jesus. For “greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Jesus laid down His life for you, dear friend. At His Incarnation, Jesus immersed Himself into the grit and grime of this weed-infested world. By the sweat of His brow, he lived a perfect life, flawlessly spending it here, in and among the weeds, in your place. And at Calvary, He took all of your sins upon Himself. All of your unrighteousness, and the unrighteousness of the whole world, was laid on Jesus. As St. Paul declared: “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). At your baptism, he poured out that perfect righteousness into your life. “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5–7). So, don’t sweat the weeds! Yes, life among the weeds is often confusing, confused, and flawed. But hope remains. For the farmer of this field knows exactly what he’s doing. At the time of harvest, “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 199

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear” (Mt. 13:39–43). I.N.I. Amen. Rev. Jon D. Vieker



Restructuring Update

Friday, August 05, 2011

Earlier this year the details of our restructuring were announced. New Mission Boards were created; the CMO role was added and the two major program areas were more tightly linked. Changes were made in how Communications and Fund Development are organized. Positions were added, moved to a new department or eliminated. We are now calling this part of the restructuring Phase 1. July 1st we started work on what we are now calling Phase 2. In this phase we will work on finalizing roles and responsibilities and their related position descriptions. We’ll create new processes where they need to be created and we’ll make new connections between departments if the old connections have been broken. Some policies will likely have to be rewritten and procedures will have to be revised. All of this work is included in Phase 2. We have established a Phase 2 Restructuring Work Group which is made up of 13 Synod, Inc. staff members. The members of this group are: 1. Myroen Koehn (IT) 2. Dave Fielder (General Services) 3. Kama Bernabo (Office of International Mission) 4. Dave Birner (Office of International Mission) 5. Dennis Fangmann (Office of International Mission) 6. Bart Day (Office of National Mission) 7. David Strand (Communications) 8. Vicki Biggs (Communicationas) 9. John Fale (Office of International Mission) 10. Val Rhoden-Kimbrough (HR) 11. Charlie Rhodes (Accounting) 200

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 12. Barb Below (Office of the President) 13. Rachel Asburry (Office of the President) 14. Jeff Craig-Meyer (Fund Development) 15. Bob Gleason (Consultant) This group will be asked to: • Assess impacts of restructuring • Optimize the organization, process improvement or creation • Improve integration across functional areas • Establish baseline measure for "effectiveness" and "efficiency" • Articulate how employees can be successful in new structure This organizational change process will include communication updates, engagement of stakeholders, and celebrating accomplishment along the way. Hopefully, this work will respect the past and history of how our Synod has done its work but also look toward the future and how we will transform the national office. These are exciting times and lots of positive energy exists in the building about the movement, activity and progress being made in restructuring. More updates to follow as we move forward.



What about Bob?

Tuesday, August 09, 2011

Since July 1 we have been using the name Restructuring Phase 2 to describe the work being done across the IC to put our new organizational structure to work. Bob Gleason, an independent consultant from Milwaukee, WI, will be working with us for the next few months as we transition to our new structure. Bob’s professional passion is organizational change management and he will be assisting us with process development, clarifying new roles and responsibilities and the communications aspects of the changes we are making. He will be leading the Phase 2 Restructuring Work Group through various tasks and working with other teams of people addressing the impact of restructuring. Already his help has made positive impact around the building. Bob has spent 12 years with a business and technology consulting firm in Chicago before leaving to work independently. He prefers to work with faith based and not-for-profit organizations. He has worked extensively in the South Wisconsin District with President Wille’s staff and congregations in the District. He has been a leader in the congregational revitalization work in the District as well. He and his wife and two college-age children are members of Brookfield Lutheran Church, where he is a Bible study leader and Elder. Bob welcomes any of your comments or questions you post to this blog regarding restructuring. 201
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ELCK Visit to LCMS and Audit Report

Thursday, August 11, 2011

Today, Archbishop Obare and Rev. John Halahke, General Secretary, representative the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK) at the LCMS International Center. Archbishop Obare and Rev. Halahke paid a visit to the United States in connection with the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI) and to meet with representatives from the LCMS regarding various projects supported by the LCMS in Kenya. Since the turn of the 21st century, the LCMS has partnered with the ELCK on projects such as Cows for Kenya, 1001 Orphans, Project 24, and the Kenya Hymnal Project (See the August 2011, Lutheran Witness). These projects have been well received and supported by LCMS members as they provided care for the body and soul of people in Kenya. In order to assure accountability and donor integrity regarding LCMS supported projects in Kenya, Archbishop Obare requested in January 2011 for a financial expert from the LCMS to travel to Kenya to review the financial records and the projects supported by the LCMS. This past month a team lead by Mr. Charlie Rhodes, Executive Director of Accounting for the LCMS, visited Nairobi and other sites in Kenya to review financial and project accountability. In addition to LCMS projects, Charlie Rhodes also reviewed the past two or three years of the ELCK's audited financial records. This afternoon, Charlie Rhodes, Archbishop Obare, Rev. John Halahke, and Dr. Albert Collver met with President Harrison to discuss the findings of the LCMS team. Charlie Rhodes was pleased to report that for the audit period, all LCMS funds sent to the ELCK were accounted for and that they were used for the projects in Kenya as intended by LCMS donors. Charlie Rhodes reported, "We have concluded all funds have been utilized for their intended purposes and no one in ELCK or DCM personally benefited." Charlie also reported that he was pleased both with the co-operation and hospitality shown to him by the members of the ELCK during his visit. President Harrison indicated both to Charlie Rhodes and to Archbishop Obare that he was pleased with the results reported. Charlie Rhodes is preparing a report of his findings for the Board for International Mission, which will provide them with an example of how project accountability is maintained. 202
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The Secret Place of the Storm

Friday, August 12, 2011

Matthew 14:22-33



Proper 14A, Gospel

Thursday, August 11, 2011

International Center Chapel Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, "It is a ghost!" and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." [ESV} What’s a disciple to do when Jesus isn’t where you expect Him to be? In Matt 14:22-33, if you're a disciple looking for Jesus, he's not there. He’s someplace where he seems singularly unhelpful. First, He's off by himself. Jesus sends the disciples away. Right before this the disciples had suggested that Jesus send the crowd of 5000 listeners away—who wants to provide dinner for thousands, anyway? Jesus refused to send the crowds away and fed them instead. Now he sends the disciples away! Hardly what they would expect. We don’t have his words, but the jist of it is something like this: “Yes, you’re my followers, but don’t follow me now. I’m going away alone. You get in the boat and go that way.” Matthew makes sure we notice this. He tells us explicitly that Jesus was “alone,” and the disciples are just as alone without Him. What’s a disciple to do without Him? In this case, keep rowing. After He sends the disciples away, they encounter a storm. It’s the second storm mentioned in the Gospels, but Jesus isn’t sleeping in the back of the boat this time. He’s gone. They’re facing the storm alone! Although it seems like they’re managing it okay, even though the wind and waves are against them. Matthew says nothing about any terror in this storm—no fear that the boat is about to be swamped by the stormy waves. 204

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. No, the fear comes when they see a ghost right there in the storm, walking on the stormy waves! Jesus not only isn’t with them in the boat, He’s the one who is scaring them in the storm. He's scarier than the storm itself! What a great thing that the Holy Spirit put this story into the heart and pen of Matthew. Every generation of disciples needs it. We too wonder what to do when Jesus isn’t doing what we expect of Him? Every generation of disciples knows how often we feel alone—like Jesus is nowhere to be found. Like the disciples, we just keep rowing and figure that’s all there is to it. The storms hit and you cope with them yourself. You decide what to do when the doctor gives you bad news. You deal with it when trouble comes, when you feel abandoned, when families start to fall apart. You deal with the worry of economic decline and threats of unemployment and retirement uncertainty. You seek help when you’re sick or depressed or despondent. Like the disciples, we keep rowing, but where’s Jesus? Is He really here? What difference is He making? Yeah, we know that lonely feeling. It’s scary to be alone in the storm, even if we’re coping and not curled up in a corner. But this Word of God gives us two strong words of comfort in our loneliness and in the sometime sense of Jesus’ absence. First, it informs us that although our Lord might seem distant, He’s praying. While the disciples are struggling away without Jesus in the boat, His absence from Him means prayer, not neglect. It is no different for us. In the creeds, when we confess the Ascension of Jesus to the right hand of the Father, we may think we’re just confessing an absence—that’s He’s not walking the shores of Galilee anymore. Rather, Hebrews reminds us that we’re confessing Him as our Great High Priest—our Intercessor (Hebrews 8:1). Paul in Romans 8(:34) also assures us that no matter how far we might feel from God that such distance never means isolation from the goodness of God in Christ. No, not even the reality of our sin does that for God’s repentant children: “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who was raised--who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” That same promise is there in the assurance that the Holy Spirit also intercedes for us (Rom 8:26-27). Yes, there’s no doubt. We're in some very scary storms, but Jesus is praying for us. And His prayers mean a security that is always there, even when we don’t perceive it. That’s the first strong word of comfort. The second is even stronger—so strong it’s kind of scary. Look at the second word of encouragement in this text. It’s strange, because it instilled the greatest fear in the disciples. As Jesus comes to them on the water, they’re scared to death, because they don’t recognize Him. How could they? Who would expect a Man walking on water? Worse, who looks to the storm for hope—storms bring danger, not safety. But Jesus is in the very middle of the storm—on top of it, literally, walking on the roiling waves. Jesus Himself scares them because He’s not the way they expect Him to be; He’s not where they expect Him to be 205

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. or doing what they expect Him to do. And that is the strong Word of hope. In their absence from Jesus, He comes to the disciples where no one would expect Him. He comes to their aid in the very storm they are battling. It should make us think twice about the storms of life—about distress and the grief and misery that life contains. It should make us think twice about how God brings His help into our lives. We like it best when we see God working gently—in a lovely day, a “sweet hour of prayer,” in encouraging words while all is well in our lives. I don’t even want to think about the storms as the place where God intends to make Himself known. Okay, so He gave His Law in the thunderstorm of Mt. Sinai, but our faith is anchored in the Gospel, isn’t it? And that’s all sweet and tender, right? Maybe not. Luther considered a puzzling line from Psalm 81 in which the Lord says in our English Bible: “In distress you called, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder.” (v. 7, ESV; 8 in German). “The secret place of thunder?” Luther’s German translation of that last phrase said something closer to this: “I heard you in the secret place of the storm” (Wetterwolke storm cloud). What Luther puzzles over is the idea of a thundering storm being a “secret place.” He writes: “It is called ‘the secret place of the storm,’ ... because the soul, even though there is storm and persecution out in the open, nevertheless is inwardly safe and at peace before God through hope and trust in Him.... How is the storm a secret place for us? It can be called that because ‘Thy visitation has preserved my spirit’ (Job 10:12). Thus storm and persecution preserve in the fear and love of God, but peace and security destroy and betray them. Therefore the secret place of the storm is very useful and much better than the appearance of peace and security. The latter brings forth the spirit into the open, while the storm drives the spirit inward and pushes it toward God. [AE 11:108-109] So it goes: the storms of life are the very thing by which the Spirit is pushed toward God. No wonder Christ comes striding on the stormy sea. He needs to prepare His disciples, then and now, again and again, for the real heart of the Gospel. We hate to admit it, but we need that push, for we’d rather have false comfort and a sweet spirit of sunny skies and “all-is-well.” We forget that the greatest good news—the heart of the Gospel—is a dark and stormy Friday filled not only with that ugly darkness but also with an uglier cross and bloody wounds and sheer agony. Jesus scares His disciples that day. They can’t imagine Him coming to them in the way that He is. But it’s true. It really is Him. He calls out: “Be courageous. It is I. Fear not. So Peter is at first emboldened. “If this is real, then let me come to you.” Then he steps into the storm, only to panic because he starts to see only the storm, and not the Lord who strides through it. Faithless fear begins to drown Him until He screams for help from the only one who can help. Back in the boat, the disciples rightly worship Jesus—Jesus, who can not only still storms, but can stand on top of them. That’s the Lord Jesus for you. 206

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Better, that’s the Lord Jesus for you! He’s praying for you when you think He’s long gone. He’s striding through the storms of our lives so that fear might be the beginning of wisdom. He comes to turn our fear into faith. He compels us to see that in the storms of our lives where it isapparent that we have no hope in ourselves He will be our strength and salvation. He uses all that fear and anxiety and loneliness to draw us up out of the waves to Himself where we will find real peace and courage in His Word. In the midst of the storms of our life, here again is Jesus’ strong word to each of us: “Take courage. It is I. Fear not.” —Rev. Larry Vogel



St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord

Monday, August 15, 2011

I.N.I. St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord, 15 August 2011 Galatians 4:4 – 7 International Center Chapel, Saint Louis – Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” — Galatians What has become of this place? Today on August 15th, the International Center celebrating the Feast of St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord! Lutherans don’t celebrate St. Mary! After all, didn’t the Reformation happen to purify the church of saints days and such? You might even be thinking, “I have been a Lutheran my entire life and have never celebrated St. Mary before.” Some of you might even be thinking that you are going to check this out with the CTCR after Chapel. Joel’s and Larry’s offices are right next to mine on the fourth floor. But before getting too concerned, if you open your LSB hymnal to Roman Numeral 207

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. page xxii and look at the second line from the bottom you will see, “St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord” listed as a “Feast and Festival” with one of the given readings Galatians 4:4 – 7. The Augsburg Confession in the Book of Concord, Article XXI says, “Our churches teach that the history of saints may be set before us so that we may follow the example of their faith and good works, according to our calling.” Saint Paul in Galatians sets out to do precisely that, to show us an example of their faith. However, doesn’t even mention Mary’s name. He writes, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” Saint Paul confesses that the Son of God was born of woman, that is, born of the Virgin Mary. This is precisely what we confess in both the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. Notice that both the focus of Saint Paul and the focus of the Creeds is not on what Mary does, but on Jesus. Saint Paul’s description of the Virgin Mary is very specific. He says that Jesus was “born of a woman.” In our every day speech, we do not usually pay much attention to the prepositions – “of, on, in, through, et al.” what difference does it make? Yet Saint Paul is very specific and says that Jesus is born “of a woman.” One of the most scandalous things the Christians confessed about Jesus is that he is truly human, with real human flesh and blood. The Ancient people did not have too hard of a time imagining that Jesus was some kind of a god, but they had a very difficult time imagining that this Jesus was truly a man. In the ancient world some people said that Jesus was born through Mary, as light passes through glass untouched. You see, there was a concern about tarnishing “divine” things with physical matter such as human flesh. On the surface, there seems to be quite a contrast between the Ancient world and our world today. If you turn on the History Channel, most of the shows portray Jesus as all too human. Many modern skeptics have a hard time seeing Jesus as God. Yet modern people have just as much difficulty seeing Jesus as truly human, that is a human just like you and me, except without sin. You see, the physical world and human flesh is messy business. If you need proof, think about how messy your life has been, or how much of a mess the lives of your friends and family have been. People had a hard time imagining that God could become involved in all of that. Yet this is precisely what Jesus did by being “born of a woman.” Here is why prepositions are so important and in this case makes all the difference in the world that Jesus was born of woman. He took on human flesh, so that he could redeem you and me from the messes that we make of our lives. Jesus took your sin upon himself, from the moment of conception until his death on the cross. Jesus became a human to redeem you from the messes we make of ourselves at every stage of life. What ever sin you have done, whatever you have been called rightly or wrongly because of your sin, now belongs to Jesus, because he was born of a woman. All his righteousness and holiness now belongs to you. He has forgiven you all your sins. You see, we celebrate the Feast of St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord, first and foremost because of what this confesses about Jesus, namely, that he became a true human being so that he could take our sin and the messes we make of our lives upon himself. For Lutherans, the celebration of St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord is really about Jesus: first about him becoming human; secondly, it is about the faith that Jesus worked in Mary, his mother. She serves as an example of one who heard the Word of God and believed. For this we give thanks to our Lord Jesus and pray that he may accomplish this work in us 208

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. also. Go in Peace. Amen. “Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your only Son. Grant that we, who are redeemed by His blood, may share with her in the glory of Your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.” – Collect for Saint Mary, Mother of Our Lord.



Life Together and the Koinonia Project

Tuesday, August 16, 2011

You already know that Witness, Mercy, and Life Together describe what we, as the Body of Christ, do for the sake of the world. Each of the three depends on the other two. If our witness is separated from works of mercy, both are truncated. When we live together in the fellowship of the Gospel, our witness and mercy are strengthened. That’s why we are using the Greek word “koinonia” or “fellowship” in Christ to talk about Life Together. Informally, as part of the restructuring of the Synod’s work, we have referred to the new Office of National Mission as the “Life Together” unit. This is the place where a number of the important support efforts of the Synod are grouped together – youth, schools, stewardship, support for district and congregational outreach, and more. These efforts all seek to enhance our Life Together, though all of them are also permeated with Witness and Mercy as well. Again, the three cannot be separated. On August 1, 2011 (he actually began July 1), the Reverend J. Bart Day was installed as the head of the Office of National Mission. He has “hit the ground running” and is already bringing blessing to the National Mission team. However, response to the publicity regarding his installation has revealed a bit of confusion on the part of some. Because the Office of National Mission includes many of the efforts that support our “koinonia” or “Life Together” some have thought that Bart Day was actually installed as the head of our “Koinonia Project.” This is understandable because both are using the same Greek term 209

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. because both have to do with our fellowship in Christ. But there is a distinction. The Office of National Mission (informally our “Life Together” unit) has a very broad focus, including many areas of our work. The “Koinonia Project,” however, is the term we have coined for a narrowly focused effort by the Office of the President to organize theological study to work toward greater harmony under the Word of God. Certainly the “Koinonia Project” is part of our efforts to strength our life together, but it is a special project separate from the work to which Bart Day has been called. Regarding the “Koinonia Project,” as I write this, my wife is driving me towards Chicago for a meeting with the leadership of the Northern Illinois District. Northern Illinois is seeking to develop several pilot groups to begin theological discussion. I will also be making trips in the near future to Kansas, to South Wisconsin, and other places to talk about the project. Please pray for this effort and check out the Koinonia Project concept paper on www.lcms.org. + Herbert Mueller First Vice President



Lunch With The Saint Louis Archbishop

Wednesday, August 17, 2011

Today, ecumenical relations between The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis began with a good start when President Harrison had lunch with Archbishop Robert J. Carlson. Several months ago, Dr. Lawrence Welch, Ecumenical Officer for the Archdiocese of St. Louis and Professor of Systematic Theology at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, contacted Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations for the LCMS, to see if President Harrison would be available to meet with Archbishop Carlson for a luncheon. The Archbishop asked President Harrison to lead the blessing for lunch. After praying for fruitful conversation between separated brethren and that the church may be one as Jesus prayed, President Harrison blessed the food with the prayer from the Small Catechism, "Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen." The Archbishop noted that he had used that very same prayer to bless the meal in certain settings. The Archdiocese of St. Louis sent representatives to attend the installation of President Matthew C. Harrison last 210

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. September. Since then, the LCMS and the Archdiocese of St. Louis has had regular contact on a variety of matters. In particular, both churches are interested in further discussion and possible cooperation in the public square in matters relating to natural law and general morality in society. Archbishop Carlson is the tenth bishop of Saint Louis and the ninth archbishop of Saint Louis. President Harrison is the thirteenth president of The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod. The Archbishop and the President had the opportunity to become better acquainted as well as to discuss common challenges both in the area of Christianity in a hostile world and in the area of ecclesial supervision. At one point, the Archbishop described a letter he had received from an individual the other day describing a problem in one of the local congregations. President Harrison replied in jest, "I think I know that person; he sent me the same letter about one of our congregations last week." Humor aside, there are several challenges shared in common between our churches. Serving as chief ecumenical officer for the Missouri Synod, President Harrison presented Archbishop Carlson and Dr. Welch with copies of Walther's Law and Gospel, Lutheran Service Book, Natural Law: A Lutheran Reappraisal, and A Little Book On Joy (all published by Concordia Publishing House) to better acquaint them with the Missouri Synod. President Harrison also was able to give a brief description of the Missouri Synod's emphasis on Witness (martyria), Mercy (diakonia), Life Together (koinonia). Dr. Welch was surprised to learn that Lutherans celebrated the feast of Saint Mary, Mother Of Our Lord (see the blog post). He mentioned that this was a good example for him to use in his class on other church bodies. The Archbishop then asked what other feasts and celebrations Lutherans held, to which we referred them to the front of the Lutheran Service Book for a listing of recognized feast days. Once again, there was a recognition 211

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. that both churches face similar challenges in the areas of preaching and worship life. The luncheon concluded with appreciation and thanksgiving for the opportunity to meet and discuss. Drs. Welch and Collver agreed to remain in contact and to follow up on a couple of items from the meeting. A theme repeated in the meeting is that church bodies actually come closer together by honestly recognizing the differences between them and when each respects the other and allows the other to hold its position with integrity. The Archbishop noted that true unity is a gift from the Holy Spirit and not the result of our own efforts; however, it does not mean that we ought not talk to one another. Thank you Archbishop Carlson for your gracious invitation to lunch. Thank you Dr. Lawrence Welch for facilitating this meeting. +++ Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Director of Church Relations -- Assistant to the President



They’ll Be In the Mail

Monday, August 22, 2011

As conventions season approaches, we are faced with a bit of a Synod-wide dilemma. How shall our congregations become informed in a timely manner of convention- and election-related changes made by the 2010 convention, some of which are very significant? Usual Channels of Information District presidents surely will want to share some of this information at Fall Professional Workers Conferences, which will then be shared with congregations by the pastors and teachers. And circuit counselors surely will want to keep pastors and congregations informed in their circuits. To facilitate this sharing of information, the Council of Presidents has set aside a bloc of time during its September 2011 meeting to review the changes that have taken place. District presidents will want to provide this information to their circuit counselors for distribution on the congregation level. 212

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. But will this provide enough notice? And will it be timely enough to enable all 6,000-plus congregations of our Synod to actively participate, especially since some of the changes have almost immediate consequences as 2012 district conventions approach? Unusual Channel of Information As Secretary of the Synod, I hope to lend my hand to this communication effort. With the help of my staff and others, I am putting together a mailing campaign that hopefully will provide timely information directly to congregations to help make certain that no congregation is left unaware. On September 1, the first in a series of postcard mailings (clearly labeled as official business) will be mailed to all congregations, circuit counselors, and district presidents. These mailings will provide the information they need to know at the time they will need to know it. An article in the September Reporter will alert the Synod to the receipt of these mailings over the next 20 months. The first postcard, calling congregations’ attention to “District Convention Delegate/Alternate Delegate Elections,” will describe the change in the manner in which the President of the Synod will be elected beginning in 2013—by direct participation by the congregations of the Synod. The postcard will call attention to the important rules for participation. The second postcard, calling attention to congregations’ need to elect their representatives to their circuit forums (which must take place prior to their 2012 district conventions) is scheduled to be mailed on September 15. The third, scheduled for September 30, will address the new process by which the 2012 circuit counselor nominations and elections must take place. Becoming-the-Usual Channel of Information The recognition behind the mailings is that the U.S. Mail is still the most dependable method at this time to make certain that every congregation is reached. However, recognizing that the Internet is the preferred source of information for increasing numbers of people, the content of the postcards will be posted on the Synod’s Website at www.lcms.org/convention/procedureupdates following each mailing. Raymond Hartwig Secretary, LCMS



How Do We Help People Caught in Sin?

Monday, August 22, 2011

“Brothers [and sisters], if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself lest you too be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1) As a pastor and later as district president, I would often reflect in mind and heart on this Scripture when working with someone caught up in sin. Any pastor worth his salt will tell 213

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. you some of the most difficult situations to resolve involve people trapped in activities our culture today calls good but which God in His Word has called sin. Whether we are dealing with fornication, adultery, homosexual activity, divorce, etc. the culture excuses these things, even calls them good, while God in His Word has reserved the act of sexual union for marriage between one man and one woman. More and more people in our nation are adopting a “live and let live” philosophy at the very least, with many embracing heretofore unthinkable practices such as same-gender marriage. Even a great number of church people now accept the fact that their children will probably “try each other out” and live together for a while before they get married. How does the church respond? How do we provide pastoral care? One extreme is be “easy” and “loving” to all. This approach might be called “the gospel of inclusion.” Jesus loves all people and therefore wants all people included in His church. Straight, gay, lesbian, couples living together without marriage, divorced folks, people in all sorts of sinful situations, Jesus loves them all and accepts them all. We as the church can do no less. We ought be tolerant toward everyone (except toward those whom the culture has labeled intolerant). Yet, in the long run, when weighed against God’s Word, this really isn’t the loving approach it appears to be. Another extreme is simply to condemn the “sinner” and/or ignore him. Make him an outcast until he “sees the error of his ways.” But this approach often does nothing to restore the brother or sister, nor does it seem anything close to “pastoral.” There is, of course, a modicum of truth in both approaches. Certainly Jesus loves all people and wants all to be included in His Church. Of course, we are called to protect from violence those who are different. And of course, by way of contrast, the Word of God condemns sin. However, if we take seriously God’s Word of law and Gospel, following either of these extremes still leaves us in our sins. If we call good what God’s Word has called sin, we are seeking to justify ourselves rather than seeking that justification worked by God’s grace through the death and resurrection of Jesus and received by repentance and faith. In the same way, if we just deplore the sinner, we have done nothing to help him or her out of the sin. The truly pastoral approach is always the more difficult path. It runs counter both to the prevailing spirit of our time and to either of the approaches described so far, but is truly, when examined carefully, the way of Christ and of His Word. This is what St. Paul speaks of in Galatians 6, a pastoral care under the cross of Christ that is honest about sin, not to judge and to condemn, but to restore by leading to repentance and trust in Christ’s forgiveness. God desires to have mercy on all. Christ died for the sins of all people. Jesus rose again as the sign of the forgiveness of sins for all people. In Christ, God desires to bring all to repentance and faith. A true pastor receives people as they are but works to help them see the real nature of their sin so that it can be confessed before God and forgiven. As the Scripture says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgiven us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9). This approach, though faithful to God’s Word, is often more complex and nuanced than either condemnation or simple inclusion. We can easily say “Jesus loves you and accepts you just the way you are,” even if you never change and even if you demand that God accept your actions as good when His Word clearly calls them sin. It runs counter to our culture and is often much more difficult to expose the sin SO THAT it can be confessed and forgiven, covered in the cleansing blood of Jesus. Yet in the long run, this pastoral 214

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. approach gives much greater comfort, for it is not centered in a vague hope that God approves of what I’m doing, but is centered in the sure and certain work of Christ to redeem us from all our sins. It is focused in Christ and His cross. It calls sin sin and at the same time unfailingly points to Christ the Savior from sin. Here we find our comfort, our peace, our life, not in what we are doing but in everything Jesus has done for us in His death and resurrection. Here I come before God, not demanding that He accept me as I am, but the Spirit brings me to God with hands open and empty, ready to receive all that He gives in Jesus. This is the real Gospel of inclusion. All of my sins and all of your sins were included with Jesus Christ on His cross. He took them all. You were included in His death and resurrection. Now by faith you are included in the holiness of God and the righteousness of Christ given to you. Now by faith in His promise you and I are included in Jesus’ Word to the woman caught in sin, when He said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more” (John 8:11). Having said this, we have much to do as a Synod. It is clear to me that we have to do more to help one another respond faithfully and lovingly to the real needs of people caught in sin, seeking to restore brothers and sisters under the cross of Christ. Society will demand that we take the easy approach, what I have called the “gospel of inclusion,” but we must remain firm in the truly pastoral approach of leading folks to repentance and forgiveness, confession and absolution for the sake of Christ. Much more work needs to be done to help both families and individuals caught in these sins. Teaching resources, pastoral care resources, etc. need to be updated and developed, published and put to use. May God help us respond faithfully according to His Word of law and Gospel. It is more difficult, but it is what God has called us to do, and it is the truly pastoral approach that brings lasting comfort and peace in Christ. Now let’s get to work. + Herbert Mueller First Vice President, The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod



Walther, Wittenberg, & Weihnachten

Tuesday, August 23, 2011

There are still a few spots left on the Advent 2011 tour to Germany with President Matthew Harrison and Rev. Jon Vieker, November 30-December 11. It promises to be a once-in-a-lifetime trip to see Luther and C.F.W. Walther sites with President Harrison. Read more about the tour or download a brochure from LutherTours.com. Deadline to send in your deposit is next Monday, August 29. The cost has been reduced to $2490, plus air. _______ The year of our Lord 2011 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of C.F.W. Walther, 215

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. founding father of the Missouri Synod. What an appropriate time, then, to visit the fatherland of this “American Luther,” along with the birthplace of Luther himself and the Reformation . . . all during one of the most beautiful and holy seasons of the Church Year! As your tour guide, President Harrison has visited virtually all of these sites before—some of them several times—and has studied and translated Luther and Walther all of his professional life. Truly at home in the house of his fathers, President Harrison would be honored to serve as your host and friend as we travel together, dine together, worship together, tour historic sites, and shop the beautiful Christmas markets. And then, as the pièce de résistance, we will conclude our travels together with J.S. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio at the St. Thomaskirche in Leipzig. What a truly beautiful, meaningful, and memorable time we will have together! Won’t you join us for this incredible trip? We would love to have you with us for a little “Walther, Wittenberg, & Weihnachten!



Observations on the ELCA Churchwide Assembly

Monday, August 29, 2011

Note: A short commentary on this topic will also be published in Reporter. Here I offer some more extensive observations and reflections. HCM. At the invitation of Rev. Dr. Mark Hanson, presiding bishop, I attended the second half of the 12th Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Aug. 15-19, in Orlando, Florida, to represent The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). Everyone was very cordial and gracious, repeating several times how glad they were I was there, so I’m very thankful to Dr. Hanson and his staff. No opportunity was given me to speak to the delegates, but I was introduced along with about 20 leaders from other church bodies, including the following: Grady Parsons, Presbyterian Church USA, who brought greetings on behalf of the ELCA’s full communion partners; the Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, National Council of Churches general secretary; plus representatives from other groups such as the Reformed Churches of America; Christian Church Together in the U.S.A.; Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; the World Council of Churches; the Episcopal Church; the Mennonite Church; the Disciples of Christ; the United Church of Christ; the Moravian Church; and Rev. Martin Junge, the general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation. Interestingly, after we had left the stage, a representative from the Islamic Society of North America, with whom the ELCA has had discussions, spoke and brought greetings of peace. Though the ELCA is about twice our size, fewer voting delegates (about 1,000 compared to our 1,200-plus) made up their assembly. They debated a shrinking budget (their assembly adopts an overall budget for two years) and reductions in funding campus and youth ministries. It adopted a social statement on genetics and the church body’s own anti-malaria campaign, separate from the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. Our Synod has always recognized many other Lutherans in North America and works toward greater doctrinal concord, seeking deeper relationships on the basis of the Word of God. We have our long-time partners in the Lutheran Church – Canada (whose congregations historically were members of the LCMS in Canada). We are also growing into our relationship of altar and pulpit fellowship with the Association of American Lutheran Churches declared several years ago after thorough theological discussion. In 216

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. addition, we have our many partners around the world in the International Lutheran Council. We also have ongoing conversations with a number of others, and of course, we continue to meet twice a year with the leadership of the ELCA in the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation. What gave me a persistent melancholy feeling observing this Churchwide Assembly, however, is the sense that the ELCA is simply on a different course than the LCMS, particularly with regard to the authority of Scripture. In 2009 the ELCA, rejecting the prohibitions of God’s Word, recognized “life-long monogamous same-gender relationships” and allowed non-celibate homosexual ministers to serve as pastors. In essence, some members of the ELCA still hold the position that such homosexual activity is sinful. Other members of the ELCA hold the position that such activity is acceptable to God. Officially, both positions are allowed by the national body, but in effect, the latter position has become the norm. There was no sign at this assembly of any move to reconsider these actions. As a Synod, we believe these decisions represent a clear contradiction of the Word of God. Most of us in the LCMS are deeply grieved by this because we believe the ELCA, in effect, has allowed, contrary to Scripture, the pernicious idea that homosexual activity is just as pleasing to God as sexual activity within Holy Marriage. What makes this discussion even more painful is that, in the recent memory of many of us, we were much closer to parts of the ELCA. The American Lutheran Church (ALC), one of the predecessor bodies of the ELCA, and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod lived in altar and pulpit fellowship for 12 years. I remember well the close relationship enjoyed thereby between St. James – ALC and Holy Ghost – LCMS, two blocks apart in Bergholz, New York, when I served my vicarage at Holy Ghost. The two congregations jointly supported a parish school. During the year I was there, on Ascension Day 1978, the congregations celebrated their first joint Communion service, and there was not a dry eye in the house. Personally, I have close family members who belong to ELCA congregations. Many more folk in both church bodies are able to tell of countless longstanding connections of family and friendship. Yet now, tragically, the LCMS and the ELCA are traveling roads that diverge rather than converge. What does this widening gap mean for cooperative relationships between our churches? The 2010 Convention of the LCMS asked the leadership of our Synod to prepare theological criteria for evaluating these cooperative ventures, mostly in the area of social ministry and the care of hurting people. These criteria have been prepared, and we have begun an extended process of examining carefully these ventures. Where we conclude we can in good conscience continue without compromising God’s Word, we will do so. However, where we conclude the differences make cooperation impossible, there will, in time, be a careful and orderly disengagement. As a confessional Synod we simply cannot participate in efforts that imply any agreement with the positions taken by the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Why is this necessary? Our Synod maintains the position that God Himself has reserved the act of sexual union for marriage between one man and one woman. On the basis of God’s Word and evidenced by 2000 years of Christian teaching, we believe that fornication, adultery, and homosexual activity are all sin before God1, sins which need to be confessed as such, so that they can be forgiven, as the Scripture says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 217

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. unrighteousness.”2 Some may dismiss our position as biblicism or legalism. Yet the Word of God remains true. In the wider context of this verse we can see how these issues DO affect the Gospel: This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.3 This is the only way any of us are able stand before God. We claim nothing of our own, but can only plead the merits of Jesus Christ. All else is darkness and leads away from the truth, for if we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us. Only Jesus can save us, for only Jesus is the sacrifice that bears in our place the full wrath of God on account of our sin. This is why we cannot call good what God has called sin. Accepting homosexual activity as good (which is the effect of the ELCA’s 2009 action) promotes a false security about behavior God has forbidden and from which He longs to redeem us. It leads to selfjustification rather than that justification God has promised all who trust His forgiving mercy through the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. This is not a happy situation. We humbly recognize we in The Lutheran Church––Missouri Synod have many faults, many of which are often more visible to those outside than to us insiders. But we are also bound to the Word of God. We pray that the Lord would enable us to love every sinner enough to be honest with them about the Word of God regarding both repentance and forgiveness. We pray that by His Spirit we drink deeply of His Word and joyfully keep the Gospel of forgiveness central to our life together. We pray for our brothers and sisters in the ELCA, and for all of us, that the Lord would preserve us and that we may both humbly seek and boldly confess Christ and His Word before the world. Peace in Christ, + Herbert Mueller _____________________ 1 See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, et al. Yet we have much work to do to improve our ministry in these areas. Discussion is under way to develop helps for pastors and congregations to serve folks in these situations. 2 1 John 1:9 3 1 John 1:5-2:2
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LHF Visits LCMS International Center

Wednesday, August 31, 2011

Today, Rev. James Fandrey, Executive Director of Lutheran Heritage Foundation, and Rev. Walter Otten, Chairman of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation Board, visited the LCMS International Center. They presented President Harrison and some of his staff with a translation of the Book of Concord into Swahili. This project has been in the works for some 15 years and was begun and was a significant focus of Dr. Anssi Simojoki's work in Africa. This is a great accomplishment and will be of potential service to the 100 million Swahili speakers worldwide. This is a fine example of the synergy between the LCMS and LCMS Recognized Service Organizations (RSO). RSOs according to the Synod's bylaws "fosters the mission and ministry of the church, engages in program activity that is in harmony with the programs of the boards of the Synod, and respects and does not act contrary to the doctrine and practice of the Synod." (LCMS Handbook 2010, Section 6.2.1, page 204) The production of the Book of Concord in Swahili complements the work of the LCMS, LCMS missionaries, LCMS partner churches and even non-partner churches such as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT). LHF has translated Lutheran materials into nearly 100 languages in nearly 80 countries. Such works have been of great service to missionaries, professors, and partner churches. Also discussed were ways that LHF and the LCMS could work together in better ways to maximize the resources of both organizations, which are provided as gifts from the Lord's people. In some ways, this is a follow up to the Global Impact Meeting held at the end of June with the LCMS seminaries, LCMS Mission department, and Lutheran Hour Ministries. The RSOs and Auxiliaries of the LCMS are a great blessing to the church and have tremendous potential to maximize our work and Life Together. These sorts of meetings also provide for the opportunity to discuss areas where better coordination and cooperation can occur and how past and future problems can be avoided in our Life Together. We look forward to more meetings such as this in the future. Thank you Jim and Walter for visiting with us. --Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations
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Thursday, September 01, 2011

LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison, using Matthew 9:38 and his own experience with a vicar from his youth, urges existing church workers to identify, inform, and encourage LCMS high school students to consider serving in a church-work vocation.

What a Way is a LCMS church-wide initiative to rebuild active recruitment and retention of church workers as an integrated part of the LCMS culture and lifestyle at the local congregation level. To learn more about What a Way, visit the website or the blog at

Update on LCMS Relief Efforts for Hurricane



Irene

Thursday, September 01, 2011

Here are some links to pages on the LCMS website that will help you find out more about LCMS relief efforts with Hurricane Irene. Check back often, as this is a developing story. Main Landing Page: www.lcms.org/irenerelief LCMS Video Gallery:



Featured Missionary -- Rev. Alan Ludwig

Saturday, September 03, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Lutheran church has a tremendous missionary heritage. President Emeritus Pfotenhauer said in 1937, "Here and there it is asserted that Luther and the Lutheran Church of his time neglected missions. What a foolish notion. Luther is, after the apostles, the greatest missionary... Luther in his day filled all Europe to the threshold of Asia with the Gospel. Lutheran preachers carried the Gospel into many lands, and some sealed their message with martyr’s blood." (At Home In The House Of My Fathers, 804.) The Missouri Synod has had a tremendous heritage in missions also, both in home mission and world mission. Up until the end of the 19th Century, the Missouri Synod focused on home mission -- among Native Americans, immigrants, and African Americans. At the end of the 19th Century, the Missouri Synod began mission work in India, Brazil, Argentina, and China. By the middle of the 20th Century, the MIssouri Synod expanded into Asia -- Papua New Guinea, Japan, South Korea, and so on. At its peak, the Missouri Synod had several hundred missionaries overseas at any given time. Times have changed, new opportunities present themselves, former mission efforts lead to the formation of partner churches, and the number of missionaries changes. What doesn't change is the challenge of finding and funding missionaries to go overseas. In 1895, District President Pfotenhauer in a sermon titled, "Dig Wells and Keep Them Pure," noted the great need for missionaries in India and China with more than 500 million people. He noted because the Synod did not have an immediate need for pastors (there wasn't a shortage of pastors), there was a shortage of missionaries. He writes, "Every communicant member of our Synod throws an average of only 20 cents into the treasury for missions, for the digging of wells in the mission field." (At Home In the House of My Fathers, 711.) Keep in mind that there is not an exact parallel between how missions were accounted for at the beginning of the 20th Century and today at the beginning of the 21st Century. What is parallel is the challenge in funding missionaries. Today, the funding of international missionaries in the LCMS is handled primarily through a program called Network-Supported Missionary (NSM), where each missionary intentionally works with a body of supporters, including individuals, congregations, and organizations, before and during field deployment. So while the missionary is not technically "self-funded" as the missionary has an entire support network based at the International Center (including pension, health insurance, travel support, housing support, human resources, IT support, et. al.), there is a greater responsibility placed on the missionary to assist in the raising of support for the mission work. While there are advantageous and disadvantageous to this method of support, after many years of having fewer missionaries on the field, it has allowed the LCMS to increase the number of missionaries over the past few years. With that brief introduction to missionary funding in the Missouri Synod, we wanted to take the opportunity to draw attention to a particular missionary who has specific needs at a given moment. In the future, we hope regularly to feature different missionaries. Today, we would like to feature Rev. Alan Ludwig, who received a call from the Board for International Mission in June 2011 to serve in Russia. We have a goal of getting Rev. Ludwig to Russia by October 2011. Time is short to meet this goal. Thank you for this opportunity to introduce Rev. Alan Ludwig to you. (Provide Missionary Support for Rev. Ludwig) 221

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Bio Rev. Alan Ludwig serves the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in Siberia, Russia. He is a theological educator, which includes teaching seminary courses, working with team members in developing theological education in Russia and other republics of the former Soviet Union and, upon request, teaching and preaching at a local Lutheran congregation in the city of Novosibirsk in Siberia. Since 1998, Alan has worked with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) and taught seminary courses at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, which is operated by the SELC, a partner/sister church of the LCMS. The seminary was founded in 1997. Alan graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1989 with an M.Div., and earned an S.T.M. in 1992. From 1992-98, Alan served as the pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church, Cresbard, S.D., and Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wecota, S.D. Alan also served on the staff of LOGIA, a Lutheran theological journal. Prior to attending seminary, Alan graduated from Boise State University with a Bachelor of Music and worked as a private music teacher. His hobbies include music, art, poetry, literature, computers and walking. Prayers Please pray for Alan as he serves in this capacity. He asks, “Pray that my wife, Patricia, and I would adjust to the new roles God has given us, and for me, that I may faithfully fulfill my call to serve the church in Siberia. We desire prayers for the SELC: for the bishop, the pastors and the deacons—that the Lord keep them faithful in preaching the Word and administering the Sacraments; for the laity—that they grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Son of God; for the continued spread of the Gospel throughout the vast territory of Siberia. Finally, we request prayers for our seminarians—that they be molded by the Word of God into faithful and worthy candidates for the holy ministry, and that our seminary rector would be sustained in his demanding role.” -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations

75th Diamond Anniversary Greetings to the



Lutheran Church of Nigeria

Wednesday, September 07, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. This week the Lutheran Church of Nigeria (LCN) celebrates their Diamond Jubilee (75th Anniversary). Nigeria was one of the first mission efforts of the Missouri Synod after India, Brazil, and Argentina. The Lutheran Church of Nigeria began with 16 congregations in 1936 and now has 339 congregations in 38 districts. President Ekong invited President Harrison to send the keynote address for their anniversary. Later this week, we will post the address. As part of our Life Together with our sister church in Nigeria, we give thanks for the LCN's 75th anniversary. We are called to remember them in prayer, thanking the Lord for their faithful confession and witness to the Gospel of Jesus in Nigeria, and praying for their needs. Below is President Harrison's video greeting to the Lutheran Church of Nigeria.

-- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations

The Challenges of Lutheranism Worldwide --



President Harrison's Key...

Saturday, September 10, 2011
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Witness, Mercy, Life Together. President Ekong invited President Harrison to speak at the 75th Anniversary of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria this week. Although President Harrison was not able attend, he prepared the following address, which was read by Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill today. --The Challenges of Lutheranism Worldwide Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrision, President LCMS Keynote Address Diamond Jubilee of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria, September 10, 2011 Obot Idim, Nigeria Dear Bishop Christian Ekong, regional bishops, pastors and brothers and sisters in Christ of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria. Greetings in the Name of Jesus! It is with great joy that we celebrate your Diamond Jubilee with you. I along with the people of the Missouri Synod give thanks to God for you and all those who have joyfully served our gracious Lord over the past 75 years in faithful witness to the Gospel and with deeds of mercy to those in need. It is a great honor to be asked by the Lutheran Church of Nigeria to address the topic, “The Challenges of Lutheranism Worldwide.” However, before addressing the present and future challenges, it is important to remember those who have gone before us and faced numerous challenges with courage and perseverance. As I write this address, the American government is consumed in a contentious battle over how to address the economic recession, rise of unemployment, falling stock market and a national debt that is approaching 15 trillion dollars. Our days are filled with uncertainty and fear over what the future holds for our countries, families and church. As Christians, however, we are blessed to know that our future rests in the hands of our merciful and loving Lord God. “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 118:1). In 1937, President Emeritus Fredrick Pfotenhauer commenting on the mission heritage of the Lutheran church in a sermon, “The Duty of the Lutheran Church to Be a Church of Mission,” said, “Here and there it is asserted that Luther and the Lutheran Church of his time neglected missions. What a foolish notion. Luther is, after the apostles, the greatest missionary... Luther in his day filled all Europe to the threshold of Asia with the Gospel. 224

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Lutheran preachers carried the Gospel into many lands, and some sealed their message with martyr’s blood.” Already in the 18th century, the Lutheran Church touched Africa; rather, Anton Wilhelm Amo from Ghana matriculated to the University of Wittenberg, receiving his doctorate from there in 1730 before returning to Ghana in 1747. Unfortunately, this was not the strongest moment for Lutheranism due to the attacks of Pietism and Rationalism, and the seed that was scattered did not appear to bear much fruit. About a century later, Lutherans began to arrive in West Africa, but these efforts really did not take off until the end of the 19th century. These efforts included the beginnings of our sister church in South Africa, the Lutheran Church in South Africa (LCSA), and the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSiSA), with the first German missionaries arriving in 1892. This is about the same time that the Missouri Synod in 1895 began mission efforts in India, Brazil, and Argentina. The duty of the Lutheran Church to be a Church of Mission is connected to the mission efforts in Nigeria in the 1930s, when the world was suffering under the “Great Depression” and the winds of war were blowing across Europe, eventually leading to World War II. In 1928 Jonathon Ekong came to the United States to obtain a theological education and to search for a church that was willing to send missionaries to the Ibesikpo people—“A Church Body that would teach the Word of God in its purity and also help in establishing good schools for them.” The Lord led Jonathan Ekong to the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod and to the Lutheran Churches of the Synodical Conference. It should be specially noted that the idea of carrying the Gospel to Africa came from the very American Negro Christians whom the Synodical Conference missionaries were serving. In their convention in August, 1925 at Concord, North Carolina, the Negroes resolved to ask the Synodical Conference to send missionaries to Africa. To demonstrate that they were deeply concerned with the matter they gathered offerings to support such work. Amazingly, African American Lutherans in North America had raised $60,000 for the work of the Gospel ministry in Africa. In 1929, the stock market crashed, sending America into an economic depression that would last into the 1940s. The prevailing condition was reported to have affected both peoples’ daily living and their church giving, and that congregations had to struggle to meet their budgets. Many pastors’ salaries were reduced and plans for expansion and mission work were postponed. It was at that time the letter from Ibesikpo was received by the African Missions Committee asking for help. Nevertheless, the Lutherans of the Synodical Conference continued with the plan to send missionaries to Africa. On April 24, 1936 Dr. Henry Nau came to Ibesikpo as the first resident Lutheran missionary. In early 1937 he was joined by Vernon Koeper, Pastor William H. Schweppe, and Miss Helen Kluck, R.N. Then over the course of the next 75 years scores of dedicated missionaries served alongside the faithful pastors, teachers and laypeople of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria to build congregations, schools, this seminary and medical clinics. In his memoirs, the founder of the LCN, the sainted Rev. Dr. Jonathan Udo Ekong (1881-1982) wrote some very kind words about the Lutheran missionaries who came to Nigeria from America. He calls on Nigerians to thank God “for the men and women who came out to our land to bring us the knowledge of God’s saving Word.” Those people passed through rough and difficult paths—many of them lost their lives—in order to bring this message of salvation to our country. They did not come to grab wealth for themselves; they did not come to trade in slaves, as did the Portuguese. But they came out to our land with hearts filled with love and compassion, and their only desire was to proclaim to us the love of Jesus Christ, which sent Him to the cross to die for 225

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. sinners. It is my fervent prayer that the people of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria and the LCMS continue to embody this love for Jesus Christ and to have hearts filled with love and compassion for the lost. I know that this is true among many of the pastors and laity in the LCMS, and from what I’ve heard, it is descriptive of our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Nigeria. The word Nigeria is derived from the word Niger. While the origin of the word is uncertain and often debated, it is believed by many to be derived from the word Gir for river and thus N’gir for “the river.” Whatever the etymology, the mighty Niger is the greatest river in West Africa. From its source far to the north in the Guinea highlands, its life-sustaining water flows over 4,000 kilometers through Mali, Niger and finally passes through Nigeria herself on its way to the sea. It is hard to imagine Nigeria without the Niger River. On this Jubilee celebration we remember an even greater river that flows through the saving waters of Holy Baptism. This river has been flowing through the hands of Lutheran pastors in Nigeria for seven and a half decades, washing away sins, and miraculously giving rebirth from which emerge holy children of God. Like the Niger River, its source is far to the north and was carried here by dedicated missionaries from Europe and America. In another sense, its original source is far to the north and east and began when our Lord Jesus Christ was baptized in the Jordan River and then shed His holy blood on the cross for the life of the world. Water and blood came from His side. Today, the gifts of forgiveness, life and eternal salvation which He won on the cross continue to stream across Nigeria and throughout the entire world when Lutheran Churches with Lutheran pastors bathe their people in the refreshing Word of God proclaimed from church pulpits and received in Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper at fonts and altars. Herein lies the greatest strength of the Lutheran Church. We have received the great Reformation inheritance from Martin Luther and our Lutheran fathers, namely, the pure teaching of the Doctrine of Justification. We are declared righteous by grace through faith in Christ alone. The waters of this doctrine are not muddied up with our good works in an attempt to appease God’s wrath. When our Lord Jesus Christ washes us, we are cleansed completely. It was this Reformation treasure that attracted the sainted Rev. Jonathan Udo Ekong to the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America in 1928. And it is this treasure that remains the cornerstone upon which we continue to build. The Lutheran Church faces many challenges throughout the world, but with Christ our cornerstone, we face them with joyful hearts and gladness. The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing; It is marvelous in our eyes This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:22-24 Challenges, Problems and Opportunities Theological Education In 1967, on the 75th anniversary of Lutheran missions in South Africa, Rev. Friedrich Wilhelm Hopf wrote an essay called, “The Lutheran Church Does Lutheran Missions.” The corollary is also true, “Lutheran Missions must lead to Lutheran Churches.” This requires Lutheran pastors who are “apt to teach,” who have been meticulously trained in Lutheran doctrine and practice. It was for this reason that Jonathan Ekong came to the United States over 75 years ago. It is for this reason that the Jonathan Ekong Memorial Lutheran Seminary was established on January 2, 1940. Wherever Lutheran missionaries went, they established seminaries to train pastors and Lutheran schools to 226

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. train the laity for life and Christian vocation. As president of the LCMS, theological education is one of my top priorities. Yes, America is in the midst of an economic recession, but we must go forward in faith, as did our forefathers who found the means to support missions in Nigeria, India, Papua New Guinea and other places in spite of economic depression and global warfare. If Lutheran Churches worldwide are going to address the growing religious and theological assaults on the true faith, they must have theologians and pastors and laity who are thoroughly trained in Lutheran theology. Lutheran Worship Lutheran missions must lead to Lutheran churches with Lutheran worship, that is, the Lutheran liturgy and hymnody. In the Augsburg Confession, Article 24, the Lutheran Fathers confess, “We are unjustly accused of having abolished the Mass. Without boasting, it is manifest that the Lord’s Supper is observed among us with greater devotion and more earnestness than among our opponents.” Then in the Apology, Article 24, they continued,” To begin with, we must repeat the prefatory statement that we do not abolish the Mass but religiously keep and defend it. In our churches Mass is celebrated every Sunday and on other festivals, when the sacrament is offered to those who wish for it after they have been examined and absolved. We keep traditional liturgical forms, such as the order of the lessons, prayers, vestments etc.” This remains true today. Lutheran missions must give birth to Lutheran churches. Lutheran churches are liturgical churches for theological reasons. Doctrine and practice are inseparably united. Lutheran practice reflects, teaches, and confesses Lutheran doctrine. One of the major challenges to Lutheran churches around the world today comes from the adaptation of revivalist and neo-Pentecostal worship forms and music. There is a saying that goes back to the 5th century and is attributed to a man named Prosper of Aquitaine: “The way you worship determines the way you believe.” This remains true today. If you worship like a Muslim, you will become a Muslim. Buddhist worship makes Buddhists. If you worship like a Roman Catholic, you will become a Roman Catholic. If you worship like a Pentecostal, you will become a Pentecostal. Lutheran worship makes Lutherans and keeps them Lutheran. The Lutheran hymn writer Stephen Starke correctly observed, “There are Lutheran pastors who would never permit a Baptist pastor to preach a sermon in their pulpit, but see no problem in regularly putting the words of Baptist hymns into the mouths of their people.” Islam Islam has long been a formidable religious force in Nigeria. In recent years, it has become increasing aggressive in spreading its beliefs around the world. Thousands of mosques are not only being built in countries that border historically Islamic nations, they are now being erected in great numbers throughout Europe and North America. As the financial resources of Christian churches in Europe and North America are declining, the wealth from many Islamic nations is being used to spread the worship of Allah. Rise of Paganism The temptation to relapse into the practices of paganism with its syncretistic rites and customs continue to be a problem that requires clear and bold preaching, ongoing catechesis and faithful pastoral care. Voodoo in Haiti, juju in West Africa, fertility festivals in Madagascar, polygamy in Papua New Guinea, and the revival of pagan religions in Europe and America are alive and well. The challenge is for our pastors, evangelists, teachers and parents to thoroughly teach our children and adults the catechism. This includes a deep understanding of the first three Commandments along with that which is more powerful than any superstitious or pagan rites, that is, the powerful, life-giving sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion and Holy Absolution. Liberalism and Secularism The powerful influence of the liberal German, Scandinavian and North American 227

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Lutheran churches poses an increasing threat to the faith and life of Confessional Lutherans around the world. Despite hemorrhaging membership losses in the liberal churches of Western Europe and Scandinavia, the leadership of the established Lutheran Churches continues to force their social agendas on churches that have no desire for it. Most disturbing is the promotion of the ordination of women in the office of the Holy Ministry and now, the ordination and marriage of practicing homosexual. Along with the ordination of women has come the feminization of God. The doctrine of God has undergone a disastrous change. God the Father is either eliminated or replaced with a Mother God. Christ becomes Christa. Baptism in the name of God the mother, child and spirit is not Christ’s baptism and gives no forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. It gives only death. Following the approval of homosexual marriage by the Church of Sweden, the seven bishops representing the three Baltic Lutheran Churches—Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania—signed a message to the Church of Sweden condemning the action as a departure from the apostolic doctrine of human sexuality and marriage and declared that this decision endangers church fellowship itself. Lutheran bishops and churches worldwide need to muster the courage to stand up against this apostasy even when it means they will suffer the financial consequences. The West’s Challenges and Africa Many of the challenges identified above flow from the West to envelope or to be imposed on the rest of the world. In the West, many of these challenges result from the destruction of families from a variety of social ills ranging from abortion, divorce, homosexuality, and the decay of morals in general. In recent times, while many church leaders and churches have been silent like mute dogs (Isaiah 56:10), prominent African bishops have been able to speak the truth of the Scriptures about these sins in a way that inspires the faithful remnant in the West. Global communication and travel have allowed us in the Western Church to hear African voices that we otherwise might not have heard. May there be more positive encouragement for both you and us through these tools given to us by our Lord for this moment. These tools also allow us as the body of Christ to be aware when one of our members is hurting. Dr. Martin Luther, when noting how the Sacrament of the Altar makes us one Body in Christ, said, “Who can hurt one part of the body without hurting the whole body? What pain can be suffered by the little toe that is not felt by the whole body? We are one body. Whatever another suffers, I also suffer and endure. Whatever good befalls me, befalls him. Thus Christ says that whatever is done unto one of the least of the brethren is done unto him.” Forgive us for not feeling when our brothers and sisters in Christ of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria have been in need or in pain. May Christ strengthen the unity we share in the pure preaching of His Gospel and in the right administration of His forgiving gifts found in the Sacraments. All Things for Good In the midst of the above-identified challenges and even more that were not identified, we might be tempted to wonder why we have it so difficult, or why the church isn’t more prosperous. Yet our Lord promises that He works all things for our good – even the trials, sufferings, and challenges before the Church (Romans 8:28). The Book of Concord in the Formula of Concord explains in the Solid Declaration, Article XI, paragraphs 48-50: 48 Furthermore, this doctrine provides glorious consolation under the cross and amid temptations. In other words, God in His counsel, before the time of the world, determined and decreed that He would assist us in all distresses. He determined to grant patience, give consolation, nourish and encourage hope, and produce an outcome for us that would contribute to our salvation. 49 Also, Paul teaches this in a very consoling way. He explains that God in His purpose has ordained before the time of the world by what crosses and sufferings He would conform every one of His elect to the image of His Son. 228

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. His cross shall and must work together for good for everyone, because they are called according to God’s purpose. Therefore, Paul has concluded that it is certain and beyond doubt that neither “tribulation, or distress,” neither “death nor life,” or other such things “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (See Romans This article provides a glorious testimony that God’s Church will exist and abide in opposition to all the gates of hell [Matthew 16:18]. Our Lord not only promises that good ultimately will come from the sufferings and crosses that we bear in this world as His people and as His church, but that He chose these crosses, sufferings, and challenges for us so that nothing could take us out of His hand. Not only that, but through these crosses, our Lord conforms us into the image of His Son. As Isaiah prophesied about Jesus, “He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him. He was despised and rejected by men” (Isaiah 53:2-3). So it goes for Christians and for the Lord’s Church in this world. We bear the image of our Savior, who hung on the cross. Through the sufferings and challenges we face, the Lord puts to death our sinful flesh, and He promises to raise us to life with Him just as He was resurrected. Though despised by the world, the gates of hell will not prevail against the Lord’s Church. This is your Lord’s promise to you. In fact, crosses and challenges transformed by the promise of Christ to work for good become opportunities. The greatest resource we have that turns crosses, sufferings and challenges into opportunities is the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ that overcomes sin with forgiveness and death by resurrection. Later this month (September 29), the Church will celebrate St. Michael and All Angels, when Satan, the Accuser, was cast from heaven. When St. Michael cast Satan from heaven, he used the Word of God, the very same Word that our Lord placed upon our forehead and in our heart through the waters of Holy Baptism. You have the Word of God that overcomes evil and transforms death into life. The smallest church possesses the very same treasure as the largest – our Lord Jesus, His Word and His Sacraments. In the face of challenges, His Word provides opportunities. In the face of liberalism, secularism, Islam, moral decay, et. al., the Church has the opportunity to WITNESS (martyria), that is to bear witness and to proclaim the truth to a world that does not know truth, to show MERCY (diakonia) to people in need of compassion and Christian love, and to have a LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia) with fellow members of the body of Christ who live under the shadow of the cross, gathered around the Word and the Sacraments. One of the challenges that turned into an opportunity for the Missouri Synod over the past year was the synodical restructuring mandated by the 2010 Synod Convention in Houston, Texas. It is quite a challenge to examine the work that the Missouri Synod does at home and aboard to learn how it can be done with better stewardship and more faithfully to our common confession of faith. It is also quite humbling to see where we thought we were doing good, only to see areas of needed improvement, or to find areas that need improvement but not knowing how to improve. This challenge also provided a tremendous opportunity to describe in a fresh way what the task and work of the church always has been. The restructuring of the Missouri Synod provided us with the opportunity to describe the work of the church to our members as WITNESS (martyria), MERCY (diakonia), LIFE TOGETHER (koinonia). Very briefly, WITNESS, or testimony, occurs when the Jesus is proclaimed as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Every Christian bears witness to Jesus as Christ is proclaimed according to our vocation and place in life. A person who has 229

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. received forgiveness and mercy from Christ cannot help but to show MERCY to other people, in need beginning with the household of God. As the forgiven people of God, we have koinonia, fellowship, or a LIFE TOGETHER as the body of Christ. Part of our LIFE TOGETHER is celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria. The LIFE TOGETHER of the Confessional Church in the 21st Century As churches that have a Life Together in the common confession of our Lord Jesus Christ, we become mutually encouraged by hearing of each other’s faith (Romans 1:12). We become encouraged by hearing that you remember us in prayer and we remember you, for even when through weakness and forgetfulness we do not explicitly pray for one another, in the Prayer of the Church Christians everywhere are brought before the Lord. The celebration of your 75th anniversary is a reminder for us that the Lord has a people for Himself here in Nigeria. We pray that our presence here provides you with encouragement that your brothers and sisters in Christ are rejoicing with you and remembering you in prayer. We are one in Christ Jesus. As part of a Life Together in the 21st Century, we need to encourage better communication between Lutherans worldwide, particularly those who share our allegiance to the Holy Scriptures and to the Lutheran Confessions, as well as with those who are concerned and questioning the direction of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). There are many ways to accomplish this, from each LCMS seminary establishing contact with every Lutheran seminary in the world, to increased electronic communication (email, Skype, etc.) between partners, to regular updates between LCMS and her worldwide partners, to regional conferences where an opportunity is made for our partners to gather and to discuss theological matters of importance, while also inviting other Lutherans in the region who are interested. For the LCMS to most effectively WITNESS to the world, we need to have a strong LIFE TOGETHER with our partner, which means that we must hear from you how we can best partner and work together. The confessional Lutheran churches should have an online repository, a website, where the most recent up-to-date news can be posted from our partners all over the world. Francis Pieper, LCMS seminary professor, President of the Synod and of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, once wrote, “You have the duty as a Christian to keep your own eyes open. Perhaps you do not even keep a church paper, such as The Lutheran Witness or Der Lutheraner, which will keep you in constant touch with the events and the needs of the kingdom of God.” When Pieper wrote those words, he was addressing an LCMS audience; however, his point has application throughout the Lutheran world. As members of Christ’s body, we have a duty to “keep our eyes open” and be aware what is happening in each other’s churches so that we may remain “in constant touch with the events and the needs of the kingdom of God.” Being in touch with the needs of the kingdom of God will allow us to pray for each other, encourage one another, and strategize and plan how we can best work together, being the best stewards of the resources our Lord has given to each of us to share with one another. Some sort of a confessional Lutheran partner website that is updated regularly enough to be helpful in “keeping our eyes open ... to the needs of the kingdom of God” may facilitate and help us in this goal. The goal of this site would be to provide updated, regular news from confessional Lutheran churches worldwide, and to provide a theological response to liberal religious views as they occur to be maximally helpful to all involved. Bloggers or responders could be selected by world region or even country. Perhaps this can be initially setup and hosted by the LCMS, but there are other alternatives such as the International Lutheran Council (ILC). 230

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The ILC is “a worldwide association of established confessional Lutheran church bodies which proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of an unconditional commitment to the Holy Scriptures ... and to the Lutheran Confessions contained in the Book of Concord.” The goal of the ILC is to encourage, strengthen and promote confessional Lutheran theology. Both of our churches are members of the ILC. The idea for ILC began in 1952, perhaps in part to counter the emerging LWF. The ILC actually formed in 1993 as a council of church bodies. While the ILC has been a blessing to the confessional Lutheran churches throughout the world, it would do us well to examine the current role of the ILC and to consider whether it can serve confessional Lutherans better, or perhaps some new organization could be formed to assist in ways that the ILC is not currently able. With the decline of the large LWF Lutheran churches in the West, confessional Lutheran churches will have more opportunity, not less, and we need a way to respond rapidly to a quickly changing world. Both around the LCMS and around the world in Lutheran churches, I have noticed that Lutheran preaching needs to be strengthened. One of the great contributions that the Missouri Synod has made to the history of Lutheranism is Walther’s Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel. While many pastors acknowledge this in a token way, it seems to me that a great weakness that afflicts Lutheran preaching is an inadequate understanding and practice of Law and Gospel preaching. Good Law and Gospel preaching is not merely a sermon with a two-part outline consisting of what you did wrong and how Jesus fixed it, but a powerful preaching where the Law is preached in its full sternness and the Gospel in its full sweetness. Since the preaching with a proper distinction between Law and Gospel “is the most difficult and the highest art of Christians in general and of theologians in particular,” we as confessional Lutheran churches should dedicate resources to equipping our pastors in the study of Law and Gospel to the effect of improving preaching. While the observation that Lutheran preaching needs to be strengthened worldwide is a challenge, it is also an opportunity for us to intentionally put into practice the great Reformation treasure of good, understandable, preaching that delivers Christ and His saving Gospel to poor sinners in need of forgiveness. Connected with the need to improve Lutheran-preaching worldwide is the need to strengthen pastoral theology in general. Both improved preaching and pastoral theology come with theological education. One of Lutheranism’s great strengths in the Christian Church has been its strong emphasis on theological education. The LCMS has a goal of providing scholarships to bring future leaders from our partner churches to LCMS seminaries for advanced training, of increasing the number of missionaries on the ground, of sending more professors to teach as requested by our partner churches, of sponsoring regional conferences to gather confessional Lutherans together for discussion of theology and mutual conversation and encouragement of the brethren, and of supporting regional seminaries. It seems to us that a possible way to advance the cause of theological education is, in addition to the regional seminaries that are located within a particular church body, to focus on the development of a hub system, whereby more resources are placed into a seminary for a world region so that the best qualified professors can serve many countries. At the moment, these are all ideas that need further discussion with our partner churches, further development and the raising of funds to bring them to fruition. Yet, we have hope that our Lord will bless richly as He has in the past. One item not mentioned is the area of MERCY. Christians who have been forgiven by Christ not only bear WITNESS to Christ through the Gospel, but also bear WITNESS by showing MERCY to each other and to those in need. One way that the Missouri Synod is 231

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. trying to bring MERCY to Nigeria is through a partnership with Lutheran World Relief (LWR) in the Lutheran Malaria Initiative (LMI). I am told that LMI is very close to beginning in Nigeria, to work with the Lutheran Church of Nigeria to reach out both to her own members and to the community around her to help prevent the spread of malaria. While this in and of itself is caring for the body, it may afford opportunities for your church to bear WITNESS to people who have not heard the Gospel of Jesus. All of these efforts can help us build a LIFE TOGETHER for confessional Lutherans worldwide. Conclusion Now is the moment that the Lord has baptized for us to be a Lutheran church of mission in the world that does Lutheran mission and plants Lutheran congregations. We have the Lord’s sure and certain promise that He will work all things for our good and that in fact, none of the crosses, sufferings and challenges we face can take us from His hand. He has called us to give a faithful WITNESS, showing MERCY to each other, while having a LIFE TOGETHER under the cross of Jesus. The many challenges we face as the Lord’s people in a decaying society are also an opportunity to share the hope that we have in Christ and to offer the only thing that can truly make a difference. The Lord has given us the tools and resources for the moment in which we find ourselves, and He promises to give us strength and courage to face what is before us. On the 75th Diamond Jubilee of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria, we rejoice with you on this occasion in your church’s history. Thank you for inviting me to address your convention, and I am sorry that I could not be personally there with you. I hope that this may serve as an encouragement to you from your brothers and sisters in Christ in the LCMS. You and your church will be in our prayers. Richest blessings to you in Christ.
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Downloadable Now Availa...

Monday, September 12, 2011

Rev. Paul McCain at CPH is reporting that the Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study is being reprinted. You can backorder the Bible study here and CPH will ship it when they are back in stock. In the meantime, due to popular demand, CPH has made a 232

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. downloadable version of the Bible Study available for order here. Rev. McCain's original post on Cyberbrethren. I’ve got good/interesting news to share. The Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible study series from The LCMS’ President’s Office is proving so popular, within a matter of only weeks, we’ve had to go back on press with it. You can place an order here and we’ll get you copies as soon as we get more, in a couple week. Or....you can buy the downloadable version. It is now available here. Many of you have asked for a downloadable version, well...you got it. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations

President Harrison's Sermon for the Opening



Service At Concordia Th...

Friday, September 16, 2011

President Harrison preached a the opening service of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, when Dr. Larry Rast was installed as her 16th president on 11 September 2011. The sermon can be downloaded here, or listened below. Your browser does not support the audio element. Podcast Powered By Podbean
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Tuesday, September 20, 2011

The National Mission Conference (September 20-22, 2011) began today with worship and a sermon by President Harrison based on Acts 2:14-28. In his sermon, the task of Christians is to bring forgiveness to people. The audio to the sermon may be listened to below or downloaded here. Your browser does not support the audio element. Podcast Powered By Podbean Podcast Powered By Podbean After the sermon, Rev. Bart Day, Executive Director of the Office of National Mission (ONM), provided an overview of the ONM. Rev. Day explained that the Office of National Mission includes RSOs, Youth, Schools, Stewardship, Worship, and Church and Community Engagement. Each of these areas include various sub-areas, the largest being the area of Church and Community Engagement, which includes items such as Hispanic and Ethnic ministry, Black ministry, church planting, Gospel seeds, revitalization, the 72, rural ministry, et. al. The goal of this conference is this conference is to listen to each other and to discuss with the District Presidents and various national mission leaders the best way to carry out the task of national mission. Priorities may also be identified and suggested. 234

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. In his address to the group, Rev. Day indicated the importance of listening to one another and how he was there to listen to this group. To emphasize the importance of listening, Rev. Day quoted the following passage from Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Life Together, which he has used in staff devotions: The first service one owes to others in the community involves listening to them. Just as our love for God begins with listening to God's Word, the beginning of love for other Christians is learning to listen to them. God's love for us is shown by the fact that God not only gives us God's Word, but also lends us God's ear. We do God's work for our brothers and sisters when we learn to listen to them. So often Christians, especially preachers, think that their only service is always to have to 'offer' something when they are together with other people. They forgot that listening can be a greater service than speaking. Many people seek a sympathetic ear and do not find it among Christians, because these Christians are talking even when they should be listening. But Christians who can no longer listen to one another will soon no longer be listening to God either; they will always be talking even in the presence of God. The death of the spiritual life starts here, and in the end there is nothing left but empty spiritual chatter and clerical condescension which chokes on pious words. Those who cannot listen long and patiently will always be talking past others, and finally no longer will even notice it. Those who think their time is too precious to spend listening will never really have time for God and others, but only for themselves and for their own words and plans. (Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. “Life Together.” In Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, 5:1-139, 1987, 98). The National Mission Conference is off to a good start. More information on the conference will appear later in the Reporter.
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Walther Movie

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

The Walther Movie Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, (as well as historians from Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne), have been instrumental in the development and production of a new film Walther. The film will be out Fall 2011 and premires on 10 October 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wehrenberg Theater Des Peres 14, located at 1215 Des Peres Rd. in St. Louis, MO. The film will also be shown at the Walther Round Table on 25 October 2011. The film looks like a great resource for congregations to use in celebration of Walther's 200th birthday. Check out the Walther Movie site at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis. See the flier below: Walther Grand Premiere Poster
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Albert Collver: A Revi...

Thursday, September 22, 2011

Pastor Robert Zagore of Trinity Lutheran Church in Traverse City, MI, wrote a book review for Logia on the Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study published by CPH. Logia is a quarterly journal published by The Luther Academy. You can read about Logia here. The review is posted below but can be found at Logia's Blogia site. A special thanks to both Pastor Zagore and Logia for the book review. 236

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. -SEP• 22•11 A new Bible study and DVD presentation, Witness, Mercy, Life Together [Witness Mercy Life Together Bible Study by Albert B. Collver, Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House, 2011. 64 pages. $5.99.] has been published as a rally-cry-educational-let’s-work-together piece by Dr. Albert Collver and the LCMS President Matthew Harrison. Many pastors who receive it in the mail will have a conditioned response, ‘we’ve seen this before.’ Every publishing house, every administration and (it seems) most pastors seek to build the church into a savvy social organization using marketing surveys, demographic insights and the effective use of technology. Slogans and catch phrases inform believers about the church’s core competencies, strategic goals, and mission. Books and “Bible Studies” show how their’s is really the Lord’s plan updated and informed by the insights of the modern mind. How strange and welcomed therefore is the new Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod theme and emphasis which is built on something altogether different. “Witness, Mercy and Life Together” is the new Synodical emphasis put forward by LCMS President Matthew Harrison and his administrative staff. The emphasis is not a focus-group-tested slogan set forth to move forward with strategic objectives. “Witness,” “Mercy,” and “Life Together” are words the Lord has spoken describing the work of His church. The church is purest and most beautiful when she is defined and described by the Lord. Through His eyes she stands as, “a radiant church without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless” (Ephesians 5:27). It is indescribably refreshing to the weary to hear those words applied to us. That is the point of the new study by Dr. Albert Collver, to hear what the Lord has said about His church and embrace it as a gift. From the start one can tell this theme and Bible study are much different than the usual “grow more, give more, get more” fare. The difference becomes obvious in Lesson One, “Witness.” In the church-speak world the word witness has become shorthand for an intentional conversation by which believers help an unbeliever make a decision for Christ and therefore grow the kingdom. “Lesson One” should really be called “Round One” because Collver gently wrestles the word back to its Biblical intent, “The Lord saves souls, but He locates His saving Gospel 237

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. in the Church, and He uses people within the Church as his instruments to proclaim the Gospel” (p.14). The leader’s guide, the accompanying Steven Starke hymn, and the impressive concordance of Biblical usage thoroughly equip students and leaders to complete the journey which brings the word “witness” back from Law to Gospel. “Round Two,” builds on this gift and extends it. Throughout history, well-intented but misguided people have declared that pure doctrine and the desire to save the lost are antagonistic goals. Systematicians have sometimes made doctrine devoid of proclamation. Mysticism, pietism, the theological descendants of Dwight Moody decry doctrinal and confessional subscription as anti-missional. The LCMS is certainly no stranger to this battle. Collver however beautifully and convincingly demonstrates that these two stand together in the Lord’s church, “A witness that does not confess what Jesus taught is not a Christian witness. Likewise, a confession that does not witness is not a New Testament confession. . .Telling about Jesus and doctrine go together” (p.18). The leaders’ guide to this section is especially strong. As Collver presents a precisely written and beautiful summary of how true doctrine is manifest in Christ coming to us according to His promise—which is the only hope of the world. With very little modification the leaders’ guide could become a great Christmas sermon. Lesson three, wrestles the word “mercy” (his translation of the Greek word diakonia) back into it’s Biblical sense, “Being rooted in the forgiveness of sins that Jesus won for us on the cross, mercy means feeding the poor, taking care of the sick, and caring for the orphans and widows. Diakonia, then is caring for our neighbor in concrete and effective ways because of what Jesus has done for us” (p.22). Collver does not speak of himself, but his experience as a parish pastor and as an executive in LCMS World Relief and Human Care fills this far-too-brief study with an authenticity and understanding that is known by one who has “done the hard work” (Proverbs 14:23). Lesson four, “Life Together” leads through a study of the Biblical word koinonia. Once again the word is rescued and revived from its more unworthy uses. In common usage koinonia and its common translation fellowship have lost their Biblical, sacramental foundation and have come to refer to donuts. Collver’s study and leaders’ guide demonstrates with great skill that our fellowship and unity are not founded on liking each other (think of St. Paul and Barnabas), but on a doctrinal and sacramental unity that transcends men, personalities and time. If the LCMS (and any denomination) would escape their bondage to bickering and infighting it will only be as people who have a bond that is deeper than human affronts and leadership cults. “Life Together” rightly teaches Divine fellowship that flows from the Gospel as the hope and substance of churchly interaction. Reconciliation with Christ through His cross enables reconciliation with others. Individual gifts find their fruit and proper use through their incorporation in the Body of Christ. Lesson five, “Witness, Mercy, Life Together” speaks of the history of conflict in days of the apostles. The obvious conclusion is that the unity of the church has always been under assault from without and from within. The only proper response and the only faithful response of the church is to return to the mission which can be summarized by the Bible’s words witness, mercy and life together. It is indeed commendable that the author would take this approach to a topic so important at this stage of the LCMS’s life. The approach is Biblical, evangelical and draws us to the Gospel and the need for the faithful administration of the Word and Sacraments. The accompanying DVD shows LCMS President Harrison presenting these same 238

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. doctrines in a way that is winsome, pastoral, humorous and demonstrates a tremendous grasp of the practical application of Lutheran theology. While the production quality is not wonderful, it is hard to imagine a faithful non-partisan who could fail to be edified and delighted by Harrison’s presentations. The study is designed to be used in any adult or teen level Bible class and can be used with great profit. Pastors may find that its most enduring value will be as a “new member’s” class or a follow-up to Catechism and confirmation classes. Many congregations offer special classes for those who wish to join by transfer or reaffirmation of faith; it is hard to imagine a better study for such use. The Bible studies, leaders’ guide and DVD are not fundraising, team building or leadership training devices that use pop psychology and marketing techniques to win hearts. They are Biblical, sacramental, genuine, doctrinally solid, studies on the nature of the Church. It is easily the most useful item to come out of the Synodical Office Building since the sainted A. L. Barry’s What About series; and in many ways, it is more important. One can pray that the Biblical emphases in these studies will come to mark President Harrison’s term of office. If so, the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is entering a period of great importance in this dark and fallen world. “The world is longing for what we have,” Harrison cries out in the presentation. If the LCMS and her leaders can maintain a strong Biblical witness, shown forth in mercy and lived out in our life together, she will truly be, “a radiant church.” Robert Zagore is Senior Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Traverse City, MI.



Koinonia Is Incarnational

Monday, September 26, 2011

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. —Acts 2:42-47 Our Scripture today is much more than the words we have recorded here in this brief passage. Certainly, it connects to everything President Harrison had to say on Tuesday and to what President Stoterau was saying yesterday, about the Pentecost proclamation of Peter [Both preached on earlier portions of Acts 2]. It connects also to the proclamation in the chapters to come, as Peter would preach in Acts 3: “Repent, therefore, and turn, that your sins may be washed away, and that times of refreshing may come from the Lord” (3:19-20). But what is it that we have here, really? That they were holding everything in common? Distributing to everyone as he had need? Is this an experiment in “proto-communism” that was destined to fail? An impossible ideal? Inspirational to be sure, but impossible nonetheless? 239

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Yet the language here is very nitty gritty – down to earth, incarnational, even. Full of present participles, periphrastic constructions and imperfect verbs, it’s describing ongoing actions, videos, if you will, not snap shots. This is what they were continually doing, those 3000 who were baptized on Pentecost, to whom the Lord was adding every day. They were devoting themselves – proskarterountes – meaning, to be firm, to persevere, to be faithful to a person. We might best say – “They were completely given over to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Next verse: Literally, “fear was happening with every soul” and “signs and wonder were happening through the apostles.” “They were selling their property and possessions and distributing them.” “They were devoting themselves to the temple together,” same word – proskarterountes – and the Lord was adding to their number daily. None of this could be human work, but it was the Lord Jesus Himself alive in their midst working by His Spirit. But that also begs the question! To what are we devoting ourselves? To what are we completely given over? What or whom do we fear? What signs are at work among us? What reputation do we have? Maybe what really makes us feel uncomfortable with this passage is the contrast... The contrast between our life together and the koinonia, the life together, of these 3000, growing daily. I guess, when we really consider it, the contrast makes us feel, even at our best, like nothing more than sinful frauds. Yet therein also lies a trap, a deceptive trap laid by Satan himself. For when we talk about this contrast, it is so easy to think of the sins of others against the koinonia, and much harder for me to consider my own, to consider how often I have been the obstacle to koinonia, how my actions and attitudes have hindered the Lord’s way among us. And the same is true for you. But when the Spirit thereby leads us to repentance, He also shows us the truly incarnational side of koinonia, the incarnational nature of this word, koinonia, the act of holding things in common. These baptized believers were led to hold everything in common. But before that could ever happen, the Lord Jesus came to hold everything in common with us. St. Paul writes, “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9). What does it mean to have fellowship with Jesus? It means we have everything in common with Jesus. Well, what do I have to give to Jesus? Nothing He hasn’t first given to me... except for my sin, my death. But that is exactly what He has come to take! In this wonderful great exchange Jesus takes my sin, my death and gives me His righteousness, His life, His peace, His presence for ever. This is the truly incarnational meaning of koinonia. Jesus identified with us. He took on our flesh. He carried all our sins. He held them in common with us on the cross. He took them along into His grave where they are buried forever because He rose from the dead. That’s why the real koinonia begins as a fellowship of sinners, sinners who know they are dead without Jesus. Sinners who know it is true: what the Pharisees in Luke 15 meant as the ultimate putdown, is actually the ultimate good news, for sinners, “This man receives 240

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. sinners and even eats with them!” (Luke 15:2). Not only that, He feeds them with Himself! The ultimate fellowship or koinonia here on earth is what Paul describes in chapter 10 of 1st Corinthians: “The cup we bless, is it not a participation [a koinonia] in the blood of Christ? The bread we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16). And this koinonia, this holding in common, goes both ways. Bread and wine share in the body and blood of Christ placed on our lips, so that we who share in His body and blood also have koinonia with one another even as Christ gives Himself to us. So “they were devoting themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). The apostles teaching and fellowship... this is the teaching about a real Savior, for real sinners. Who actually took on our flesh, who took our sin into Himself, who suffered the full wrath of God for our sin on His cross, in our place. Who rose again and is alive today. He does not leave us as sinful frauds, but He unites Himself with us. He sits down to have a meal with us, a meal where He feeds us with Himself, where He has fellowship with us, where He brings us into the Father’s house, and restores us to the Father’s table. As you may know, we are developing what we are calling “The Koinonia Project,” a means by which we pray our Synod can be drawn closer together in its life together by means of helping each other hear God’s Word clearly. For more information, the concept paper is on the Synod’s website on the President’s page. But the heart of the real koinonia is this: that we have Jesus in common, and that Jesus receives us, that Jesus takes everything we have, even our sin and death. And that Jesus gives us everything He has, everything good, now and forever. Then what John writes about koinonia becomes true for us as well: “If we say we have fellowship with Him, and yet we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another [koinonia] and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7-8). “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. [Sermon preached by LCMS Vice-President Herbert Mueller on Thursday, September 22, 2011, at the National Mission Conference of members of the COP, District Mission Execs and others, for opening devotion.]
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Commentary on the Papal Visit to Germany

Wednesday, September 28, 2011

Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to Germany from 22 until 25 September 2011. On Friday, 23 September, the Pope spoke with members of the Evangelical Church of Germany at the Augustinerkloster and participated in an ecumenical service of the word. Pope Benedict XVI's visit to the Augustinerkloster prompted headlines from newspapers such as the New York Times, "Pope Visits Venerated Lutheran Monastery." The Augustinerkloster is where Martin Luther was ordained as a priest in 1507. A little more than 500 years later, Pope Benedict XVI visited Martin Luther's monastery and spoke with representatives from the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). The EKD is NOT in pulpit and altar fellowship with the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. The Missouri Synod's partner in Germany is the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELK). Pope Benedict XVI's address can be found here. In an effort to provide timely information on ecumenical news, we thought it would be helpful to post on this and provide a commentary on the event from Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt who attended and heard the Pope's address. From Berlin Sunday Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt is Presenting in this photo. Rev. Hans-Jörg Voigt, Bishop of SELK, provided the following commentary on Pope Benedict XVI's address to EKD leaders. The translation is provided by Rev. Dr. John Stephenson, a professor at Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada (a seminary of the Lutheran Church Canada). Commentary on the papal visit to Germany[1] Pope Benedict XVI visited Germany from 22 through 25 September 2011. Bishop HansJőrg Voigt of the SELK, who resides in Hanover, took part in the ecumenical service of the Word held in Erfurt with the head of the Roman Catholic Church. Here the Bishop describes the results of the papal visit. The unity of the Church will come about through delving deeper into the truth of Holy Scripture and not through crafting theological compromises— we “independent” [i.e., confessional] Lutherans can only say Yea and Amen to this notion. For belief founded on clear Scripture will sooner or later convict theological compromise formulas of their 242

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. inadequacy. Conversely, common confessions forged through prayer and suffering have true staying power. Immediately after the service I heard someone remark that the Pope had made no mention of Luther in the Augustinian monastery. To which I responded that in this memorable place Benedict XVI had given a clear and straightforward testimony of faith that Luther himself would not find wanting. Later on in the proceedings the Pope did in fact subjoin the requisite “discussion” with Luther. My “take” on Benedict XVI’s visit to Germany—A highly learned theologian fortified by the intrepid wisdom that comes with age here confronted with the Name of Jesus Christ the devastating phenomenon of how the Church has marginalised herself by giving in time after time to expectations from the most varied (secular) quarters. As he did so, there was no lack of humour, even of a dose of irony at his own expense, nor of a fitting measure of self-criticism, for example, with respect to the sexual abuse problem that has caused so much distress. EKD Synod President Katrin Göring-Eckardt spoke of walls—of stone and of silence—that have been guarded for too long and that will crumble from inside. If she was targeting the Roman Catholic Church with this remark, then she was making an indirect comparison with the regime of the former German Democratic Republic. Surely Mrs Göring-Eckardt cannot have intended such a thing—that would be a quite improper insinuation! Of course, I could here go on to list a whole host of open theological questions and zero in on our “No!” to the First Vatican Council’s teaching on the papal office. But to do so would not do justice to what actually happened, which was that for a few days Jesus Christ and the Christian faith were the number one topic in Germany. The members of our Federal Parliament, the Bundestag, were quite right to rise from their seats in a gesture of respect. † Hans-Jörg Voigt [1] Along with Pt André Schneider, who serves at Christ Church in Erfurt, Bishop HansJörg Voigt officially represented our sister Church the SELK at the ecumenical service held in Erfurt’s Augustinian Cloister on Friday 23 September 2011. The secular press gave much publicity to the Pope’s meeting at this historic site with “the German Lutherans,” failing to realise and make clear that the EKD (= “Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany”) is a coalition of three church bodies that enjoy communion with each other, namely, the Reformed, the United, and the Lutherans of the Territorial Churches (Landeskirchen). But even within the VELKD (= United Evangelical Church in Germany), “Lutherans” in our confessional sense of the word are today a rapidly vanishing, marginalised, and harassed minority. The commentary offered here in English translation appeared in the 28 September 2011 issue of the online news service “selk_news”. JRS
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Chapel

Friday, September 30, 2011

Friday, September 30, 2011

Dear Friends in Christ, In the course of the September meeting of the Council of Presidents, Minnesota North President Don Fondow and I requested of President Lane Seitz a meeting with himself and the Minnesota South District Board of Directors. Of the several concerns raised by the then-impending sale of the University Lutheran Chapel property, President Fondow and I were in agreement that it was unwise to disregard the resolution of the joint pastors’ conference requesting that any decision to sell the property be made at the Minnesota South District Convention. We were seeking to share this and other information directly with the board. President Seitz quickly offered us options for the meeting and was polling his board for an agreeable date. However, President Seitz later informed me that the individual authorized by the Board to sell the property had signed documents to that end at very nearly the same time as President Seitz was working to find an agreeable date for us to meet with the board. The Life Together which we enjoy is fragile and often fractured. This action makes it even more so. There is no question that the Board had the right to do what it did with the property. Unfortunately, this action is difficult, even impossible to separate from ongoing dissensus in the district about what it means to be Lutheran, very similar to our larger challenges as a Synod. We have a long way to go in this regard. God help us. I wish to state my hearty thankfulness for ULC. I have met more delightful and engaged Lutherans from this campus ministry around the country than any other. They are occupied in all manner of professions and active in church. We need many more campus ministries just like ULC. The army of clergy and now deaconesses who have come through ULC is astounding. I would urge that all who are concerned about ULC turn away from judging motives, as difficult as that may be. This action comes as no surprise to anyone close to the situation. It’s time to turn toward ULC’s future, a future I support. It is also time to have more brotherly conversations around the Word of God and to implore the Lord of the Church to grant greater harmony in what it means to be Lutheran. Together, let us hear and heed the apostolic word: “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:9–10). Pastor Matthew C. Harrison, President The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Sunday, October 02, 2011

Saint Michael's Church -- The south façade of the church as visible from Opatovická street Church of St. Michael (kostel sv. Michala) in Opatovice – V Jirachářích The Church of St Michael (kostel sv. Michala) originally a Romanesque structure, is older than the New Town (Nové Mĕsto) itself, which started to evolve in the place of the fields and meadows, settlements and villages in 1348. It was evidently founded at the same time as the Settlement of Opatovice and a rectory stood here under the reign John of Luxemburg. It belonged to the Hussites during the Hussite Wars (1419), became the property of the Lutherans a hundred years later (1524), and then the Catholics after the Battleof White Mountain (1621). It was then bought by the German Lutheran Church in 1790 alter being abandoned. 245

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Window of Martin Luther The German choir had a picture of Martin Luther created for the side window of the church in 1915. After the Second World War, the confiscated church was passed to the Prague choir of the Slovak Evangelic Church. The Gothic structure of the church dates hack to the last 25 years of the 14th century. Saint Michael's Prague It was expanded and added to on a number of occasions, with its final re-Gothicisation dating back to 1914 – 1915 under the leadership of builder Štěpán Koloschek. Cross on the Outside of the Church The old Romanesque church was pulled down sometime before 1369 and subsequently replaced with a new Gothic structure. 246

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Pillar From Original Structure An oblong nave was created with a flat ceiling and a prismatic tower to the west. The irregular presbytery is distinctive for its remarkable vaulting and is one of the most interesting religious structures in Prague and beyond. The asymmetric three- naved structure is externally unified by an orbiting, Baroque, main cornice. The Baroque extension of a staircase to the gallery sits next to the southern Gothic nave. The structure comes to a peak with its slender prismatic tower, which has Gothic core. The portal from the north is fitted with a fanlight, whose tracery was made up of a number of stylized nuns. The late-Rococo main altar (around 1770) remains the Gothic fittings. This was originally dedicated to St. Michael. Christ Blessing Elements There is also a picture of Christ blessing bread and wine (1870). John the Baptism on the Baptismal Font The baptismal font comes from around the same time. 247

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Pipe Organ The organ meanwhile, dates back to the second half the 19th century.

Rev. Tony Booker ( will be installed as pastor of the English congregation at St. Michael's in Prague on 9 October 2011. Location of Saint Michael's in Prague. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations



What a Way - Explore!

Monday, October 03, 2011

LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison speaks to young people suggesting that they prayerfully consider service in a church work vocation and investigate the programs of preparation for these vocations at our Concordia University System schools.

What a Way is a LCMS church-wide initiative to rebuild active recruitment and retention of church workers as an integrated part of the LCMS culture and lifestyle at the local congregation level. To learn more about What a Way, visit the website or the blog at
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The One Sure Foundation
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Monday, October 03, 2011

No one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 4:11) A couple of years ago, my brother Tim and I became masons! Now before you call up the Board of Directors of Synod or the elders at St. John’s in New Minden, Illinois, let me explain. Actually I’m not talking about the lodge kind of mason, but the brick and mortar kind. I’ve done a little brick and tile and mortar work in the past, so my brother, Pastor Timothy Mueller, now in his 24th year as pastor of St. John, New Minden and St. Luke, Covington, Illinois, volunteered the two of us to tuck-point the foundation of the church building at Covington. I readily agreed! It’s actually become a stress-reducer for us and we do enjoy working together. We have no pressure, no restrictions, no deadlines and no guarantees. We’re just doing our best to help out a small congregation and occasionally enjoying a bit of a diversion. It’s really not as big a job as it sounds. The foundation consists of three courses of broken field stone (Brechstein) topped by five courses of soft red brick. The structure is basically sound but the 100+ year old mortar is soft and crumbling on the outside. We dig it out to the required depth with a grinder and hammer and chisel, then fill it in with new mortar and finish it off. Don’t look for flaws – there are plenty, but that’s not the point. We want to help the building last another 100 years. Well, maybe another 50 anyway. Working on the foundation of St. Luke’s church got me to thinking about the scripture above. As the hymn writer says it: Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone. Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the Church in one; Holy Zion’s help forever and our confidence alone. (LSB 909, st. 1) Just as a building has to rest on a sure foundation, so the Church rests on Jesus Christ alone. He is our head and cornerstone. On Him alone we are built. His Word of Law exposes our death, but only so that His Word of promise can call us to life. That’s why the only power in Christ’s church is the power of the Word of God. Only the Word of God forgives sins. Only the Word of Christ gives life. Only the Word of God shows the way, as the Word of God made flesh in Jesus said Himself: I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me. (John 14:6) There’s our foundation. So what’s the problem? What is happening in our churches? Could it be that for us the mortar between our bricks is crumbling a bit? (Here’s where my analogy breaks down somewhat, but bear with me.) Or perhaps it is more accurate to say we are slipping off the foundation at times. What do I mean? We say we believe in the Word of God. But do we truly believe the Word actually works? What would be evidence of a lack of faith or a weak faith in the power of God’s Word? 249

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. When we... • Let the world shape and form our beliefs and values rather than the Word. • Assume that “everyone” in our community “goes to church.” • Think that the Word of God works for me but it probably will not work for _________(you fill in the blank). • Keep the Word of Christ for ourselves rather than speak it to others. • Make excuses for our failures to plant the seed of the Word. • When people blame the pastor or church workers blame the people. • When the Word does not seem to work on our time table we think we need to add something to the Word to make it more effective. • When we fail to do our best to communicate in ways people will hear and understand. We in the Lutheran Church are the Church of the Word. I am writing today on the 1st of October, the month of the Reformation. The Lutheran Church is always reforming, refocusing on the Word. And is not reformation simply another word for repentance? It is significant that the first of Luther’s 95 Theses posted on October 31, 1517, reads: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance” (AE 31:25). Indeed, our Lord Himself began His ministry with the words, “The kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15). Our Lord calls to us, His Church, “Turn away from the empty promises of the world and trust me! I have life, real LIFE for you, found in my death and resurrection.” Here is the sure foundation for life: “This is eternal life,” Jesus prayed, “that they know You [Father] the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3). We in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod also need to hear our Lord’s Word to the church in Ephesus, “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance... I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent...” But He ends with a promise, “To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God” (Revelation 2:2-7). Examining our lives by the Word, the Spirit of God leads to repentance. And when we hear the Gospel promises, the Spirit increases faith and forms our life in Christ. Only God gives life! Then renewed, refreshed, restored, forgiven in Christ, we live in faith and in obedience to Christ’s command to “go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel...” (Mark 16:15). With Spirit-given faith in the power of the Word, we seek to sow the seed of the Word wherever and whenever we can, all in response to the grace of God by which we are saved. Living in repentance and faith, we are led to say, with St. Paul, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes...” (Romans 1:16). So... when it comes to tuck-pointing a foundation, Tim and I are easily seen to be rank amateurs. But here’s the eternal foundation for the Church, solid, sure, all tuck-pointed and firm forever – our Lord Jesus – for “Christ is made the sure foundation.” On Him alone we stand. 250

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. A blessed month of the Reformation to all! —Herbert C. Mueller First Vice President



Mann Musz Nicht...

Monday, October 03, 2011

Next Saturday, October 6 (German-American Day), brings to mind arguably the most important lesson I learned during my vicarage year, learned from an elderly pastor in the circuit. It is a single German proverb: Mann musz nicht nach jeder Fliege schlagen. “One should not swat at every fly.” Applied to everyday life in close proximity with other human beings, the proverb renders daily service. Many are those times when, irritated by something or someone or other, grabbing the swatter can be tempting. But so often it is best to allow little things to buzz on by, Christian love and generosity covering the multitude of little details and faults that will always be part of life together this side of heaven. Exceptions to the Rule There are times, of course, that require setting the proverb aside, those times when a pesky “Fliege” hovers, as it were, over the proverbial German potato salad on our plates, and “musz nicht schlagen” is not an option. Not all faults can be overlooked. Action sometimes is required. There other times when attention to pesky little details, however intrusive they may seem, is required. We are, in fact, finding our way through such a time as a Synod following the 2010 convention. Much attention to detail is underway here in St. Louis at our Synod’s International Center as the President’s staff and all of the employees work to move from the former to a new structure. This is an entirely different kind of “Fliege,” perhaps irritating at times, but warranting careful attention and offering a better way to function as a Synod. And not all of this attention to detail is housed in the International Center. The 2010 convention adopted significant and detailed changes that involve the Synod as a whole, changes that beg widespread attention. Attention Needed There is no shooing away or ignoring the swarm of detailed changes that are before the members of our Synod, especially its congregations and pastors, at the present time. These changes include • new expectations of congregational membership and submission of parochial reports • the requirement for circuit forums prior to 2012 district conventions • a new process of selecting circuit counselors • a new opportunity for congregations to be involved in determining mission and ministry emphases 251

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • new attention given to visitation circuits • new widespread involvement by congregations and parishes in the election of the President • new attention to certification of district convention delegates • a new process for the election of First Vice-President • elections of other vice-presidents and some board members by geographical regions To not give attention will be to miss out on some of the important privileges and responsibilities that come with membership in the Synod. Attention Being Given Every effort is being made through meetings with district presidents and circuit counselors, through a every-congregation postcard campaign, through email blasts of known pastors’ email addresses, and by postings on the Internet to get this important information out to the members of the Synod in a timely manner. Don’t ignore those postcards and emails. (Don’t swat at them either.) Ray Hartwig LCMS Secretary



Prague Conference and Vespers -- First Day

Wednesday, October 05, 2011

Attendees of the Lutheran Theological Conference in Prague On 4 October 2011, the Lutheran Theological Conference in Prague, a.k.a. the Klaipėda Conference, began with attendees from twenty-one countries including England, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Germany, Ukraine, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Japan, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Czech Republic, Hungry, Slovakia, Poland, Sweden, Norway, and the United States. This is the ninth conference in the "Klaipėda" series. The Lutheran Theological Conference is co-sponsored by the Office of the LCMS President, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations, and Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Dean of International Studies of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. The theme for the Prague conference is Lutheranism in the 21st Century. 252

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. James Krikava Presents on Lutheran Mission in Czech Republic Rev. James Krikava, an ELS pastor from Massachusetts, presented on the history of both Christian and Lutheran mission to the Czech lands, focusing particularly on the Lutheran efforts after the fall of communism. Dr. Charles Evanson presented on Lutheran ecclesiology, while Rev. Michael Albrecht presented on Lutheran missions in India. After the lectures, the group returned to St. Michael's for vesper service. Dr Collver Leads Vespers While President Harrison Prepares to Preach The vesper service was from the Lutheran Service Book and featured hymn LSB 945, "Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved" by Juraj Tranovsky, the "slavic" Luther (click here to read a Lutheran Witness article about him) as a replacement for the kyrie. President Harrison preached on Matthew 17:1-8, "They saw no one but Jesus." After the service, the conference attendees continued with fellowship. The second day of the conference is a full day beginning at 8:45 AM and concluding in the evening. Some additional photos are below. 253

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. St. Michael's from the Balcony Stained Glass in St. Michael's Jan Bygstad (Norway), Collver, Harrison



Why Does the Church Remain?

Wednesday, October 05, 2011

Simply put, because Jesus lives, because Jesus gives His Spirit in His Word. We are more than half way through the season of Pentecost, the “time of the Church” in the Christian year. The Gospels this year are all from Matthew: the confession of Peter; the cost of discipleship; the need to forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us; the last will be first and the first last; the parable of the vineyard, and so forth. Sunday after 254

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Sunday the Word of God brings Christ to us, Christ and all He does for us. For the Lord Jesus Christ, in His Word, is the source of the Church’s life – nothing more, nothing less. Yet there are times when the Holy Christian Church looks neither holy, nor Christian, nor even like a church. We’ve all experienced this disappointment when people have failed us, or when we have failed others in the church. What then? Even as the Church proclaims repentance, the Church herself is ever called to repentance. Even as the Church seeks to tell the story of Christ, she is called to hear again the voice of her Master, “Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy laden,” Jesus says, “and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28). The Church’s holiness comes from the fact that Christ is holy and daily washes His Church in the water of baptism, daily forgiving and restoring her to Himself. The Church is Christian because Christ puts His name on her, and then calls her to follow Him. She is Church because He has called her His own. Christ gives His Spirit in His Word daily to call the Church, and the world through the Church, to repentance and faith. This is why the Church remains, and ever shall remain. Much to the surprise of those in every age who thought the Church would succumb to the prevailing “wisdom” of the day, the Church lives and thrives because Jesus lives to keep His promise, in response to Peter’s confession: “On this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18). Our task, then, our calling is to point people to this life that is really Life, to the living Lord Jesus. He walks among His churches, the Book of Revelation says, assuring us, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” (Revelation 1:17-18). This Sunday, when you go to church, take a new look at what is going on. Look past anything that annoys you about your pastor or the people and hear the Word of God afresh as it is: the Word of Jesus directly to you. Remember that Jesus gives His Body and Blood for you. Remember that He put His name on you in your Baptism. He is alive to give you life. Go then with His Life into your daily life. Go and bring to others this life that is the only real Life. The Church remains because Jesus lives and, in Him, so do you! +Herbert C. Mueller LCMS First Vice-President
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Pastor's Conference

Wednesday, October 05, 2011

RESOLUTION MNN District Fall Pastors Conference October 4, 2011 WHEREAS, the Minnesota South District (MNS) Board of Directors (BOD) has recently taken actions and executed an agreement to sell the property on the campus of the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, used for the past 62 years by University Lutheran Chapel (ULC); and WHEREAS, the Joint Minnesota South/Minnesota North Districts Pastors Conference (May 11, 2011, Brainerd, MN) had requested that the MNS BOD bring this entire matter before the MNS District in convention to deliberate and determine an appropriate course of action regarding the sale of the ULC property; and WHEREAS, the decision to sell the Lutheran Student Center by the MNS District BOD has resulted in tension, divisions, and a disruption to our life together; therefore be it RESOLVED, that the Minnesota North District (MNN) 2011 Fall Pastors Conference humbly express its sincere sadness at the outcomes of these actions of the MNS BOD; and be it further RESOLVED, that the MNS BOD be urged to communicate caringly and clearly and further explain its rationale, and, if at all possible, reverse or delay its recent decisions regarding ULC, so that the matter may considered by the MNS District Convention; and be it further RESOLVED, that encouragement be given to individuals, congregations, circuits, and districts across the LCMS to offer solutions to sustain the ongoing ministry and mission of ULC; and be it finally RESOLVED, that the MNN 2011 Fall Pastors Conference encourage all to fervently pray that the Lord of the Church bless the outcomes of these deliberations and decisions concerning ULC. Action: Adopted

Lutheran Theological Conference in Prague



Group Photo

Thursday, October 06, 2011

Group Photo of Participants at 256

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Lutheran Theological Conference in Prague 6 October 2011 The Lutheran Theological Conference attendees gathered for a group photograph. Seated in the first row are Bishops and Presidents of church bodies who attended the conference (from left to right): Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem, President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELCB); Jobst Schöne, Bishop Emeritus of the Independent Lutheran Church (SELK) in Germany; Vsvelod Lytkin, Bishop of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC); Matthew C. Harrison, President of the Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod; Kenjebek Botobaev, Bishop Kyrgyzstan, Jonathan Ehlers, Chairman of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England (ELCE); David Jurech, InterimSuperintendent of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic. (Not all participants were available for the photo.) Participants represent twenty-one countries including England, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Germany, Ukraine, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Japan, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Czech Republic, Hungry, Slovakia, Poland, Sweden, Norway, and the United States. Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations

Installation of Rev. Tony Booker at Saint



Michael's in Prague

Monday, October 10, 2011

The Installation of Rev. Tony Booker On Saturday, 8 October 2011, Rev. Tony Booker was installed as pastor of the Saint Michael's English congregation in Prague and missionary to Eurasia. Rev. Booker was called by the Board for International Mission (BIM) in June 2011 and was ordained in August. Prior to the call of Pastor Booker to the Saint Michael's English Congregation, the church had been served for the past five years by retired LCMS pastors. For the past year, Rev. Ronald Stehr has served the congregation. He is scheduled to return to the United States after his last service in Prague on 13 November 2011. Pastor Booker pending funding considerations hopes to arrive in Prague for full time service beginning in January 2012. During the interim period, the English Congregation will be served by 257

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. another LCMS pastor located in Eurasia. For more information on assisting Rev. Booker please visit www.lcms.org\Booker. Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill preached the installation sermon. Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill Preaching the Installation of Rev. Tony Booker on John 20:19 - 31. Dr. Quill's sermon is provided below. John 20.19-31 Installation of Tony Booker in Prague After the installation sermon, the service continued with the installation liturgy from the Lutheran Service Book Agenda. Because Pastor Booker's installation occurred immediately following the Lutheran Theological Conference in Prague, several LCMS and partner church pastors were able to assist in the installation, including pastors from Russia and Kazakhstan. 258

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Dr. Brent Smith in the foreground at Saint Michael's Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Rev. Tony Booker, and Rev. Dr. Larry Rast You can see more information about Rev. Booker below. Booker Czech Rep -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations



Commentary: The Jobs of Steve Jobs

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Dr. Gene E. Veith Jr., provost and professor of literature at Patrick Henry College, Purcellville, Va., and director of the Cranach Institute at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., has written a commentary about the death of Steve Jobs in The Lutheran Witness column, "A View From Here." He writes, in part: "No one can deny that Steve Jobs was gifted. And gifts imply a Giver. No one can deny that Steve Jobs was good at his jobs. He had a vocation, a calling. And a calling implies a Caller." You can read Veith's commentary, "The Jobs of Steve Jobs," here.



Office of National Mission: Life Together

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Office of National Mission: Life Together “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Ps. 133:1). By the Rev. J. Bart Day Executive Director of the LCMS Office of National Mission Life Together a Gift Life Together begins in Christ. There is no life apart from the one “through whom all things were made” (John 1:3). The life of Christ is the life of the world, our life together. The miracle of the Incarnation is that our Lord descended to take up our life. He wears our fallen human flesh, that He might bear our sin and be our Savior. In His bloody enthronement at Calvary, He draws all creation to Himself. Here is our salvation. Here is our life together. In the Divine Service, our Lord lovingly invites us to eucharistic eating and drinking. With His body and blood, we proclaim His 259

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. death and receive His life. The crucified One gives us the gift of forgiveness and the seal of immortality. As He is, so we shall be. The post-Communion collect roots our life in Christ and our life together in that same: “We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another.” The living Christ creates “fervent love toward one another.” The work of the Church in WITNESS, MERCY, and LIFE TOGETHER flows from and to the cross. What joy and freedom we have in serving our Lord and His holy bride, the Church. We are no longer burdened by the Law’s requirements. The Gospel, Christ in us, compels us to share His Word to the ends of the earth, to share the mercy and love of Christ with those in need, and to share in the corporate life of the Church. Life together is the best living. Selfish ambition and pride disappear as we pray for and support the body of Christ. We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ. In his little book Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer offers several helpful insights into our life together. For Bonhoeffer, our life together is a concrete reality. God is not a God of emotions but a God of truth. That truth is revealed in the divine revelation of the Word and the Word made flesh. The justified sinner lives in the community of sanctification, a gift from God that no man can claim. Life together is a gift. Of course, the body and all its members suffer under the delusions and false advertising of the world, the devil and our own sinful nature. The promise of power, prestige and possessions always comes at the expense of hurting those we love the most. Our life together becomes a life of isolation. The body and community suffer. The powerful in the community weed out the undesirables. As Bonhoeffer notes: “The exclusion of the weak and insignificant, the seemingly useless people, from a Christian community may actually mean the exclusion of Christ; in the poor brother, Christ is knocking at the door.” Our life together includes all for whom our Lord died: the world. The body of Christ cares and comforts in word and deed. As the Office of National Mission (Life Together) begins it work, we pray that the Lord will strengthen and support the work of our Synod. The Office of National Mission is doing the work of “Home Mission.” The world is at our door. The challenges facing the Church in our post-Christian culture can appear overwhelming. In the face of such challenges, the Church must stand ready to proclaim the Gospel boldly. Being a faithful Lutheran has never been more critical. The world is crying out for authentic confession and genuine life together. The Church has both to offer. Our Work in Life Together The newly created Office of National Mission oversees most of the domestic work of the Synod. There have been plenty of challenges to face during the restructuring process, but there have also been unexpected surprises. As one person put it, “The restructuring process is like cleaning out your hallway closet, the one you never touch until you are forced to. Yet once you start digging around, you are amazed at the treasures that have been forgotten and unused for many years.” As the Synod is working to better communicate and collaborate on projects, new and exciting opportunities for mission are being discovered. For this we give thanks. The Office of National Mission is made up of six departments. They include the work of the former District and Congregational Services, with other groups coming from LCMS World Mission and World Relief and Human Care. The new department is focused on supporting the “Home Mission” of the Synod in our Life Together. The six departments are: • Recognized Service Organizations (RSOs) • Stewardship 260

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • Schools • Youth • Worship • Church and Community Engagement Each department is engaged in great work to support the mission of our Synod. Some of the work is well-known to people throughout the Synod; other work is not. Deaconess Dorothy Krans is supporting the work of RSOs. Previously, RSOs were under the program boards that best aligned with their particular work. We have the unique opportunity to better help coordinate and encourage collaboration among the various RSOs of synod. RSOs are a valuable asset as they are able to provide faithful Lutheran services in many areas beyond the ability of the Synod. Under the leadership of Rev. Wayne Knolhoff, stewardship continues to equip districts with valuable resources to encourage lifelong stewardship that focuses on our whole life in Christ. Stewardship also works with several congregations who use resources like Faith Aflame as part of their stewardship life. School ministry remains one of the most vibrant parts of our life together. Directed by Bill Cochran, school ministry continues to provide critical services that help sustain and grow our parochial schools. From SLED (School Leadership Development Project) and accreditation to providing support for expanding technology to information shared on the Lutheran portal, school ministry continues to look to the future and how best to support exemplary education while proclaiming the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Keeping our youth engaged is the work of the Rev. Terry Dittmer and his staff. Through services and programs, the Synod youth department continues to provide helpful resources and opportunities to serve. Most know about the National Youth Gathering in 2013, but there are other opportunities through LYF (Lutheran Youth Fellowship), annual servant events, as well as online resources at thEsource. Worship staff continue their work by providing faithful resources like LetUsPray, as well as completing the companion volumes to Lutheran Service Book. By engaging the church in ongoing conversation on this vital area—one that impacts every congregation of Synod every Sunday morning—Worship seeks to be a resource for materials that incorporate both the riches of the past with that which is faithful from the present. The newly formed group, Church and Community Engagement, brings together the most dynamic ministry opportunities in the Office of National Mission. Here is our life together work of evangelism and outreach (The 72—Partners on the Road, Rev. Al Tormoehlen), church planting and revitalization, rural and small town mission (Ralph Geisler and Rev. Lee Hagan), black and ethnic ministry (Rev. Quentin Poulson) and the work of Rev. Carlos Hernandez who oversees Hispanic ministry, Veterans and Soldiers of the Cross and Gospel Seeds, a program encouraging congregations to work in their communities to support the needs of the least of these. The Office of National Mission serves a critical role in supporting our work at home. By the time this goes to press, we will have hosted a National Mission Conference to hear from district presidents, district mission executives and others in order to help our office shape its work for the future. We are absolutely committed to remaining relevant and supportive of the needs of the Church. May the Lord bless us in our life together. -- Rev. J. Bart Day, Executive Director of the LCMS Office of National Mission
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Jesus Only

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Jesus Only “And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only” (Matt. 17:8 ESV). Jesus only. In this instance “Jesus only” was a letdown for Peter, James and John. They’d just glimpsed glory on the Mount of Transfiguration, complete with Moses and Elijah. No time to build booths. It was back to the grind of preaching, teaching and healing. At the end of the transfiguration chapter comes another disturbing passion prediction by Jesus: “’The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.’ And they were greatly distressed” (Matt. 17:22–23). Their only option was Jesus. “Lord, to whom shall we go?” (John 6:68). All or nothing. Jesus or nothing. But with Jesus came suffering and death. Their knowledge would remain partial until they’d seen the risen Christ. “Put to death for our transgressions, raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). And then, just one thing remained: Jesus only. The apostles, just like us, wavered and still had the flesh about their necks (Gal. 2; Acts 15:39), but trials and crosses always threw them back upon Jesus only. “I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:8). Service in the church is often very hard business. We come into these vocations having been encouraged by our pastors, teachers, fellow Christians and family. “You’d make a good pastor!” “You’d be a wonderful teacher!” Soon we find that it’s not all Moses and Elijah in glory. Not at all. Times of joy may be punctuated with long periods of deep trials, congregations in turmoil, challenging relationships with staff and church members. The stress of disappointment and gossip can sap all energy, throw pastors into lethargy, parch preaching and drive us to separate ourselves from the world. If I could change just one thing in the Missouri Synod by waving a magic wand, I’d turn every bit of gossip and unhealthy complaint about church workers into a prayer for them. Valid critique and appropriate accountability are good things, but they also require careful and positive implementation, preferably while things are going well. And it’s not just the “weak” church workers who have this experience. C. F. W. Walther, Friedrich Wyneken, Franz Pieper and Friedrich Pfotenhauer (and for that matter, Luther himself) all had serious and long-lasting struggles with stress-related depression and breakdown. After telling Walther about his life-long struggle with depression, Wyneken wrote: The longer and the more I have suffered under my heavy spiritual Anfechtungen [i.e., trials, struggles], I have experienced in a practical way the necessity and importance of pure doctrine. Since every doctrine is connected with justification, and undergirds it—indeed, proceeds from it as from the center [of the faith], and leads back to it—I have found in this doctrine my only stay in the midst of my difficulties (At Home in the House of My Fathers, p. 425). Wyneken’s trials forced him to the heart of it all—justification—Jesus, put to death for our 262

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. transgressions, raised for our justification. Jesus only. We all pass through times of trial and difficulty. I’m very thankful for those trials I experienced in the parish because they have made me much more sympathetic to others and much more compassionate. Such trials leave us clinging to Jesus only. “Lord, to whom shall we go?” And wonderfully, and somewhat ironically, they render us ever more to be “little Christs” to our brothers and sisters in their challenging moments, so that we can come to them with “Jesus only:” “Whatsoever you have done to the least of these . . .” (Matt. 25:40). Perhaps Paul said it best: “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us” (2 Cor. 4:7). When we began the trek into this church work business, they told us, “You’ll be a good pastor or teacher or . . .” But the way we become such workers is the Jesus way—”the Son of man must suffer many things.” Only through such trials are we reduced to “Jesus only.” -- Pastor Matthew Harrison, President The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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From C. F. W. Walther to Hanoi New LCMS school in Hanoi ‘tremendous accomplishment,’ says Walther kin By Kim Plummer Krull When Jim Wolf served with the Marines in Vietnam in the late 1960s, it was a less than ideal first visit, especially, he says, for a “sheltered German Lutheran kid.” Back then, he never imagined that he would one day return to help build economic ties between the United States and the Southeast Asia country and even be welcomed as a friend of the Vietnamese government. And the thought of an LCMS international school opening in Hanoi would have been “impossible to conceive” some 40 years ago, he says—even for the great-great-grandson of the Rev. Dr. C. F. W. Walther, the LCMS leader called the “father of the Missouri Synod.” Wolf—a former Marine, retired global banking executive and LCMS member with deep Synod roots—says that the years-in-the-making relationships that both he and the LCMS have developed in Vietnam “must be the Lord’s plan.” “Otherwise, it’s impossible to fathom,” said Wolf, of Pittsburgh, Pa., whose mother, Edna Marie Walther Wolf, 95, is believed to be the oldest living direct descendent of the church pioneer who played a key role in the Synod’s founding in 1847 and served as the first LCMS president. 263

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Wolf calls the new Concordia International School Hanoi (CISH), which opened in August, “a great way to reach more people” and “shine our light” in Vietnam. “It’s a tremendous accomplishment. It’s not easy being officially recognized as an international school in Vietnam,” said Wolf, who has longstanding ties to the country, first through his military service and then his career. “My hat is off to all those dedicated servants who worked so diligently over the years to make it a reality.” As an executive with Standard Chartered Bank, Wolf’s work in trade and investment development took him all over the globe, including back to Vietnam. The opening of the Synod’s newest international school represents “a lot of work” by the LCMS, Wolf said. “It’s a great step that’s sure to plant seeds.” Years in the Making After years of building relationships and tackling legalities, the Concordia school received approval from the Hanoi government and opened with about 50 students in prekindergarten through grade seven. CISH is modeled after two sister institutions in Asia, the Hong Kong International School and Concordia International School Shanghai, China. LCMS educator Steven Winkelman serves as the Concordia Hanoi head of school. The Synod selected Vietnam as its third international school site, building on human care work that began in 1995 through LCMS World Mission as a registered non-governmental organization in Vietnam, headed by the Rev. Ted Engelbrecht. Over the years, LCMS projects to help poor families earned recognition from Vietnam’s National Institute of Nutrition, including programs to teach mothers about prenatal nutrition and farmers about crop diversification. CISH addresses another great need: improved education in the world’s 13th most populous country. “I’ve spoken with leaders in both the Vietnam government and in the U.S. State Department, and all agree very strongly that education is a top priority for the two countries to be working on together,” Wolf said. Families connected to the U.S. embassy and Hanoi’s huge multi-national business community also expressed a desire for more international educational opportunities for foreign and American children as well as local students. At present, only students holding foreign passports can be enrolled at Concordia Hanoi, according to guidelines set by the Vietnamese government. In Hanoi, the expatriate population consists of more than 20 different nationalities, Winkelman said last year in a Reporter interview, with citizens from the United States, Australia, Canada and Great Britain making up the largest percentage of native English speakers. The largest foreign populations come from Japan and South Korea. Strengthening Ties As an international school in Hanoi, CISH must operate differently than the traditional LCMS school in the United States. Vietnam is a predominantly Buddhist country, Wolf said, “with a significantly smaller minority Christian population.” 264

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. “It won’t look like our American [LCMS] schools, but it can have an impact,” Wolf said. Wolf, a member of Peace Lutheran Church, McMurray, Pa., plans to visit CISH on his next scheduled trip to Vietnam in November. He retired from Standard Chartered Bank in 2006 but continues to work as an economic development consultant for companies pursuing business opportunities in Vietnam. His desire to help strengthen American ties with Vietnam ignited when work took him back to Hanoi in 2005, his first return since his military service. Although he “always wanted to go back,” Wolf said he was surprised that he and his wife, Mary, were “welcomed with such open arms” as Americans in Hanoi. “That keyed in my mind that I wanted to continue to do things there that were much more positive than my first experience in Vietnam as a Marine,” Wolf said. A conversation with Vietnam’s ambassador to the U.S. affirmed Wolf’s decision to use his expertise on behalf of two countries once torn by war. “The ambassador told me that my [military] service was honorable, because my country asked me to do it. Now, he said, you are doing something from your heart that is even more honorable,” Wolf said. As he continues his work in Vietnam, Wolf also follows LCMS work there, including the opening of the Concordia Hanoi school. He has met with LCMS World Mission’s Rev. J.P. Cima, who is based in Vietnam, and worshipped with Cima and his wife, Aimee, and other expatriates at an international congregation. Part of theWalther Legacy Like his great-great-grandfather, Wolf is a strong proponent of Lutheran education. He speaks fondly of his church-focused childhood in St. Louis, Mo. “When I grew up, everything revolved around the church—Walther League, Boy Scouts, the church sports teams,” he said. “Going to a Lutheran grade school and high school provided a great foundation for my life and my faith.” He looks forward to joining in the Walther Bicentennial celebration, participating, when possible, in events that begin this fall and will extend through the 125th anniversary of 265

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Walther’s death in 2012. Walther helped lay the foundation for a church body that now ranks as one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 2.3 million baptized members in some 6,200 congregations. The LCMS operates America’s largest Protestant parochial school system. “A bit of pride swells up,” Wolf says, at the mention of the LCMS founding father’s lasting leadership. “It’s neat to have him for a great-great-grandfather.” As the newest Concordia international school begins serving students and families in Hanoi, Walther’s legacy continues to grow. “He believed strongly in reaching out and serving others,” Wolf said of Walther. “I know this new LCMS school would make him happy.” To learn more, visit the Concordia International School Hanoi website at www.concordiahanoi.org.
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Help Needed to Fund Theological Education around the World - $250,000 matching gift available By the Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver Director of Church Relations— Assistant to the President Since the time of the Reformation and the early days of Wittenberg University, the Lutheran Church has been a church that excels at education, in particular theological education. Education is a vital part of our LCMS heritage and has blossomed to become a core competency of the LCMS. In fact, from its very beginning, the Missouri Synod emphasized the importance of Lutheran education with the founding of day schools, high schools, colleges, seminaries, and more recently, international schools such as Hong Kong, Shanghai and Hanoi. Around the world, both Christians and non-Christians alike associate education with the Missouri Synod. It is really no surprise, then, that a major missionary emphasis of the LCMS involves theological education. Building on our strong tradition of education, President Harrison announced in May 2011 the establishing of a Global Theological Education Initiative, along with a generous matching offer of $250,000 from an anonymous donor. This initiative involves several components. The first provides funds to both Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, to offer scholarships for international students from around the world who are considered to be future leaders of their church. This 266

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. component of the initiative helps partner churches build capacity both in leadership and in their ability to provide theological education at their own institutions. A second component of this initiative provides support for the regional seminaries of LCMS partner churches. A third component provides funding for LCMS professors and pastors to travel to a partner or even a non-partner church and teach at one of their regional seminaries or theological education centers. Each year, the LCMS receives more requests than we can meet from partner churches to provide theological education. In practical terms, the Global Theological Education Initiative will greatly assist our LCMS partner churches. Currently, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, has two professors from the seminary of our partner church in Argentina studying at the graduate school so that they can return to their country and better prepare pastors for Hispanic ministry in South America. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina is the world’s largest Spanishspeaking Lutheran church. By assisting the Lutheran Church in Argentina, the LCMS maximizes its mission outreach in the region while at the same time building local capacity for the future. In Papua, New Guinea, St. Timothy Seminary is in desperate need of renovated toilet, shower and dormitory facilities. Currently, this need hinders them from enrolling more students to study for the pastoral ministry. Elsewhere, the Lutheran Church in Nigeria (LCN) recently celebrated its 75th anniversary. At the celebration, Archbishop Ekong mentioned the need for visiting seminary professors from the LCMS at their seminary. Recently, the Lutheran Church in South Africa (LCSA) requested that the LCMS send a professor who could teach the Small Catechism in a practical way so that students would know how to use the catechism in everyday ministry. We were able to fulfill this request by sending the Rev. Randy Asburry from Hope Lutheran Church, St. Louis. Each of these examples demonstrates the various needs that the Global Theological Education Initiative is designed to meet so that the Gospel of Jesus may be spread throughout the world. Part of our Life Together as a church is to respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters, both near and far. Time is short for the matching grant opportunity. Please consider supporting the Global Theological Education Initiative by visiting -Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations 267
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Opportunities to Support Our LCMS Missionaries By the Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President Nearly 75 years ago, Friedrich Pfotenhauer, fifth president of the Missouri Synod, preached the following words at a mission festival: To be sure, when we members of the Lutheran Church consider that the treasure of the Gospel, which makes us so rich and happy, should also be brought to others, it should make us willing to do diligent work for the mission. By that mission and through our work, many will be won for the kingdom of Christ! We should ourselves be eager to preach the Gospel to another person and to participate in the mission work of our beloved Synod, while we educate messengers in our institutions and send out missionaries near and far! [“The Duty of the Lutheran Church to Be a Church of Mission,” 1937; At Home In the House of My Fathers (CPH 2011), p. 803]. The Church has always seen the missionary task as a great privilege, duty and gift given by our Lord Jesus. The Lord has called the Church wherever it is located to make disciples by teaching and by baptizing people into the Lord’s holy name—Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19–20). Jesus calls for His Church to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the field (Matt. 9:38). Jesus also calls for His Church to support financially the sending of these laborers into the field. Historically, the people of the Missouri Synod have responded eagerly to the Lord’s call to pray and support laborers in the field. Last July, the LCMS sent out more than 30 missionaries to 16 countries. In addition to these newly sent missionaries, the LCMS has many in the field who are also in need of prayer and support. Among the new career missionaries sent out are Rev. Alan Ludwig (www.lcms.org/Ludwig) who serves in Siberia, Russia; 268

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Tony Booker (www.lcms.org/Booker) who will serve in the Czech Republic; and Rev. Dr. Carl Rockrohr and Deaconess Deborah Rockrohr (www.lcms.org/Rockrohr), who will serve in South Africa. 269

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Please remember these missionaries, as well as all LCMS missionaries, in your prayers, and consider supporting them as you are able. President Harrison wrote in his letter that accompanied the May 2011 Lutheran Witness that a generous gift from an anonymous donor provided a matching opportunity for LCMS Mission Outreach. This first matching challenge has been met, and now we have the chance to respond to additional opportunities to send out laborers into the harvest. Please visit one of the missionary’s links or go to www.lcms/missionaries to learn more about each of our LCMS missionaries and how to support them. -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



The Koinonia Project—A Quick Report

Thursday, October 13, 2011

The Koinonia Project—A Quick Report By the Rev. Herbert C. Mueller LCMS First Vice-President Koinonia (pronounced “koy-no-NEE-ah”) is a Greek word translated as “fellowship” or “participation,” literally “to have something in common.” “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the ‘fellowship’ (koinonia) of His son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9). Because God has called us, we have Jesus in common. The same word is behind the phrase in our creed, “I believe in . . . the communion (koinonia) of saints.” “The Koinonia Project” is the moniker given to the effort by the Office of the President of Synod to foster discussion groups around the Synod working toward greater theological unity under God’s Word. 270

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. As our concept paper explains (see the heart of the effort is the development of various study groups for theological discussion. Some will utilize existing groups in circuits. Others will be specifically chosen to represent a broad spectrum of opinion. An informal advisory group has been established to help First Vice-President Herbert Mueller refine the concept paper and to help “put legs on” the idea. These seven pastors from around the Synod provide a broad perspective: Pastor Wally Arp, St. Luke’s, Oviedo, Florida; Pastor Allen Buss, Immanuel, Belvidere, Illinois; President Terry Forke, Montana District, Billings, Montana; Pastor Wayne Graumann, Salem, Tomball, Texas; President Dale Sattgast, South Dakota District, Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Pastor Harold Senkbeil, New Berlin, Wisconsin; Pastor Tony Steinbronn, Mission Executive, New Jersey District, Mountainside, New Jersey. Ongoing consultation is also taking place with the Commission on Theology and Church Relations, the Council of Presidents, our theological faculties and others and will be expanded in the future. Pilot GroupsAlready Forming Various pilot groups will be formed in the next several months. District leaders in the Northern Illinois District have asked to form pilot groups in their district. We pray this can begin yet this fall. The Nebraska District and the South Wisconsin District have also asked to form pilot groups. Presentations have been made in Kansas, South Wisconsin and Texas. Future presentations are also scheduled in Nebraska and Wyoming. Circuits in Kansas and Texas have expressed interest, as well as others across the country. As a long term effort, the Koinonia Project will create multiple opportunities for theological dialog under the Word of God toward the goal of greater concord in our life together. Study groups will seek to • clearly define the point(s) at issue. • affirm where the members of the group agree on what we confess. • explain what we therefore reject (showing also where we may still disagree). • work towards agreement on what we will, therefore, do together. What Does aKoinoniaGroup Look Like? The following steps are suggested to form a successful Koinonia group: 1) Bring respected and capable people together, 8–12 in a group, for theological dialogue under the Word of God, with the help of a chaplain/facilitator. 2) Begin with a discussion of what it means to be a Synod of brothers and sisters who walk together in our confession of the Word of God. The Augsburg Confession is a great place to start the conversation. 271

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 3) Much prayer is needed across the Synod for this ongoing effort. 4) The chaplain/facilitator leads the group into the Word of God with regular worship and holds the group accountable to behavior fitting that of brothers and sisters in Christ. 5) A broad spectrum of people will need to be involved as we move forward and the project grows across the Synod. Over time, various groups will need to be multiplied. Participation by the seminaries and theological faculties of the Synod will be essential. 6) The groups themselves must live in the baptismal rhythm of repentance and forgiveness, confession and absolution, dying to self and living in Christ and for one another. Regular worship, study of Scripture and the Confessions and prayer are the center of this life together. The Word of God works repentance and faith. God’s koinonia is a gift in Christ, and God gives His gifts by His Word. 7) Groups must to operate in a spirit of trust, providing “safe places” for honest theological conversation. 8) Each group will take the time necessary to form a “statement of the controversy.” What exactly is at issue in the matter they are discussing? Can the folks on one side explain the position of others in a way that those others will recognize and accept? Such a process will enable the group to understand and to agree on what the issue actually is. 9) Then groups will need to identify areas of agreement. What do we affirm together? What do we, therefore, reject? How does the Word of God apply? How do our confessions keep us focused on Christ and His Gospel at the center? Where do we still disagree? How does it matter? 10) Through this process we look to God’s Word to instruct us so that we grow towards being able to say: Here is how we will proceed. Here is where our conscience is captive to Christ so that we confess God’s clear Word. Here is where we have Christian freedom. Here is where we have more work to do. Here is what we will agree to do together out of love for one another and for the common good. 11) Some grant funding is in place to develop pilot groups. Ways need to be found for these efforts to be studied by the whole Synod. Much remains to be done. Our Synod is not a hierarchical organization, but a fellowship of congregations and church workers united by our confession of Christ in the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions. We have no power over one another save the power of the Word of God and fraternal persuasion. We come alongside one another as brothers and sisters who help each other hear the Word of God clearly. Pray that God would use this effort to increase our fellowship with one another in Christ Jesus. For more information, email Herb.Mueller@lcms.org. -- Rev. Herbert C. Mueller, LCMS First Vice-President
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The Seventeenth Week after Pentecost October 13, 2011 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Psalm 133:1) Dear Brothers in Christ, The church is losing her young people. This is a concern we all share. While some fall away during high school, by far the greatest losses occur during the college years. Our young adults are bombarded by a secular worldview that is antagonistic to their Christian faith. College campuses have become a place where the truth of God’s Word is mocked, the divinity of Christ is questioned, and the church is scorned. While the Synod has a tremendous system of Concordia colleges and universities, the vast majority of our young people attend secular institutions of higher education. Showing great foresight, past generations gave of their resources to establish campus ministries at major universities throughout the nation. However, over the years, as both local and national support has decreased, a number of campus ministries have been dissolved or closed. The recent events surrounding the sale of University Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis, Minn., a vibrant and thriving campus ministry, are but another tragic chapter. After too many years of being distant from campus ministry, the Synod is prepared to take leadership once again. The Synod cannot do campus ministry, but we can give voice to the importance of campus ministry, encouraging, supporting, and coordinating it wherever it is taking place. As I write, the Office of National Mission is assembling a campus ministry task force, and plans are underway to host a future national campus ministry conference. We look forward to collaborating with many wonderful people who are already laboring tirelessly in this essential ministry and fertile mission field. Now is the time to renew our efforts. While many have faithfully labored in campus ministry, they have not always received our support. The Synod simply cannot afford to sit on the sideline while faithful campus congregations are being closed. College students need Word and Sacrament ministry. They need faithful pastors and workers who will care, teach and prepare them for life in, but not of, the world. In short, they need Jesus. The Office of National Mission will ensure that a larger voice is given to campus ministry 273

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. so that it is valued and supported throughout the Synod once again. Investing in campus ministry invests in the future of the Church; it shepherds our young people when they need us most and builds up future leaders in the church. As you are able, I encourage you to invest in the future of University Lutheran Chapel in Minneapolis so campus ministry can continue to flourish at the University of Minnesota. While the building they have utilized for campus ministry for over 60 years will be sold, the Word of the Lord will never be silenced. The Minnesota South District has encouraged them to continue ministry in that place. Please consider making a contribution to help see that this happens. You can donate directly through their website, or by sending checks through the mail to: University Lutheran Chapel 1101 University Ave. SE Minneapolis, MN 55414 612-331-2747 www.ulcmn.org This is not the time for us to abandon campus ministry, but the time to more fully embrace and expand it. Please continue to support all the campus ministries throughout the Synod, and encourage the development of new campus outreach where none is taking place. Let us together be about keeping the souls of our precious children and bearing witness in an increasingly godless culture. What an exciting and dynamic place to be engaged in witness, mercy, and life together! Finally, please join me in praying for the youth of our church: Gracious Father, Your Son grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and all people. Bless, guide, and govern the children and young people of Your Church by Your Holy Spirit, that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of Your Word. Grant that they may serve You well and usefully, developing their talents not for their own sakes but to Your glory and for the welfare of their neighbor. Protect and defend them from all danger and harm, giving Your holy angels charge over them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. (For Young Persons, LSB 315) May God bless and guide our increased efforts to care for Christ’s sheep throughout their college years so they may be preserved in the one true faith. If you would like to share ideas or thoughts as we move forward, please contact Rev. Bart Day, Executive Director of the Office of National Mission (bart.day@lcms.org). Sub cruce, Pastor Matthew Harrison Let’s go! Mark 1:38
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What’s new from Concordia Publishing House
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President Harrison highlights some new and exciting books and Bibles for children, families and individuals from Concordia Publishing House. Downloads • Video File (140 MB) • Transcript Learn More • Visit www.cph.org to learn more about these and other helpful resources.

Sermon by Rev. Masahiro Ando, Japan Lutheran



Church

Wednesday, October 19, 2011

October 19, 2011 International Center Chapel Service International Disaster Response Conference for Lutherans Rev. Masahiro Ando, pastor, Japan Lutheran Church Greetings from the Japan Lutheran Church. May the Lord guide you in your service to Him. On March 11, we experienced something we’d never experienced before. I live in Tokyo, and even at my house there, things shook so hard I felt sick as if I were seasick. When it stopped shaking, I turned on the TV. The alarm warning of a tsunami was announced. Following the alarm, conditions in the affected areas were broadcast in real time. As you’ve already seen and know, the damage was severe. It was the LCMS that contacted and reached out to us very quickly with the hand of support. I was very moved by their quick action. Then other Lutheran Churches in the world reached out and helped us as well. The Japan Lutheran Church received their support and established an organization to help those affected by the tsunami. In the world, many different types of countries can be observed. But when disaster occurred for us, it was not the earthly-established countries that acted quickly in the time of emergency. The people who reached out a hand of support were the people who belong to the kingdom of God. Members of the Lutheran Churches, in the States and all over the world, stood by us immediately as neighbors in the Lord in the true sense. Through this disaster, we realized that we are truly connected in the Lord to our brothers and sisters throughout the world. Matt. 22:21 reads, “Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 275

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. the things that are God’s.” We are apt to read this Bible passage as though it were telling us that being faithful to this world and to the Kingdom of God are two distinctly different obligations—that there is a distinction to these duties. If our attitude towards earthly government is outside the framework of our faith, we will think matters on earth and those of God’s Kingdom to be distinct from each other. However, our life in Christ is lived in both realms simultaneously. We each have our specific country and city that we live in as well as a specific place where we make our livelihood. It is God that has made these specific places and times that we live in. In the midst of living this life, we also live in a relationship with God that goes beyond place and time. We live by Christ’s salvation. By the grace and blessing of Christ, it is our calling as people of God’s Kingdom to serve others who are affected by disaster and to help raise them up from difficulty. “Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” Jesus speaks from the standpoint where He doesn’t belong either to the Roman Empire or the Jewish temple. Not belonging to either side means you can belong to both sides. God’s dominion is over everything. We are not made to have two separate nationalities that are distinct between God and this world. Our nationality is of God’s kingdom. I thank God that we have been able to experience, in the midst of disaster, that we belong to God’s Kingdom. And to experience that many people who belong to God have supported us as neighbors living in this world.

International Disaster Response Conference for



Lutherans

Thursday, October 20, 2011

The first ever International Disaster Response Conference for Lutherans was held in Saint Louis at the International Center on October The conference has participants from 20 LCMS Districts and 15 countries including: Japan, South Korea, Haiti, Australia, New Zeeland, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Kenya, Liberia, Chile, South Africa, Germany, Hong Kong, Indonesia, and the United States. 276

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The many recent, large natural disasters that either involved or were responded to by the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, her Districts, and her international partners, created the need for this conference. Rev. Glenn Merritt, Director of Disaster Response for the LCMS Office of International Mission, remarked, "The overwhelming emphasis at the first ever International Disaster Response Conference for Lutherans is one of cooperation and a sense of a global community of Lutherans joining hands to meet the needs of those affected by disasters worldwide." Agenda for International Disaster Response Conference (3) -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations

Kazakhstan and Brazil -- News From Around The



Church

Friday, October 21, 2011

In order to help us know what our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ are dealing with around the world, and to assist us in our prayers for them, we bring you news from around the church. --News From Kazakhstan 277

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. On October 13, 2011, Kazakhstan adopted a new religious law titled, "The Law on Religious Activity and Religious Associations." The law de-registers all existing religious organizations and requires them to re-register under new guidelines. Any religious organization that does not re-register could be "liquidated" under the new law. The law also bans all unregistered religious activity, imposes compulsory religious censorship, and requires both local and central government approval for the building or opening of houses of worship. In order to register, each congregation must have 50 adult members, 500 adult members in at least two regions, and 5,000 adult members in all regions. This requirement will eliminate the legal existence of any emerging Christian group (including Lutherans). In effect, Kazakhstan, which is official a secular Muslim country, will have two legal religions: Islam and Russian Orthodox. A second law signed, titled, "The Law on introducing Amendments and Additions to several legal acts questions of Religious Activity and Religious Associations," amends the existing law and provides further restrictions particularly on the rights of children and religion. This law forbids religious organizations from attracting children, which makes illegal activities such as Sunday school, VBS, and religious sports camps, et al. With the passage of these two restrictive religious laws, it remains to be seen how they will be enforced. For more on these laws click here. --(From the Anglican Journal) 278

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Brazilians Prepare for Reformation Celebration Porto Alegre, Brazil – Leaders of two Brazilian Lutheran churches on Oct.18 said that local events in 2017 commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation would include creation of a space called "Luther Square" in Porto Alegre. This city is the location of the national headquarters of theEvangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil(IECLB) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil (IELB). The IECLB is a member of the Lutheran World Federation(LWF) and the IELB is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (USA). At a launch event here, the churches also presented a commemorative stamp and shared their plans for common publications leading up to the anniversary. In 1517, German monk Martin Luther published his "95 Theses" in Wittenberg, Germany – criticisms of Catholic Church practices that inspired the growth of Protestantism, including establishment of the Lutheran Church. IELB president, the Rev. Egon Kopereck, noted that the commemoration is a unique opportunity to emphasize the centrality of the word of God as the greatest legacy of Luther's movement. The president of IECLB, the Rev. Nestor Friedrich, stressed that anniversary should be relevant to the life of churches today. "[It] allows an analysis of theological heritage and of our own history. We have the possibility to reaffirm, to rediscover and to contextualize Lutheran theology and its contribution, especially in Brazil," said Friedrich. The event was attended by the mayor of Porto Alegre, Jose Fortunati, Roman Catholic Archbishop Dom Dadeus Grings and the moderator of the Central Committee of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the Rev. Walter Altmann, among other authorities. (Marcelo Schneider is communications liaison for Latin America with the World Council of Churches) --Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations

Liberia -- The Lord Builds When It Appears All Is



Torn Down

Sunday, October 23, 2011

279

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The "writing" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer for 23 October -- Saint James, Brother of Our Lord -from the Treasury of Daily Prayer reminds us that Christ alone builds His Church, even when it appears the Church is being destroyed. Bonhoeffer writes: It is not we who build. Christ builds the church. No man builds the church but Christ alone. Whoever is minded to build the church is surely well on the way to destroying it; for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or knowing it. We must confess – he builds. We must proclaim – he builds. We must pray to him – that he may build. We do not know his plans. We cannot see whether he is building or pulling down. It may be that the times which by human standards are times of collapse are for him the great times of construction. It may be that the times which from a human point of view are great times for the church are times when it is pulled down. It is a great comfort which Christ gives to his church: you confess, preach, bear witness to me and I alone will build where it pleases me. Do not meddle in what is my province. Do what is given to you to do well and you have done enough. But do it well. Pay no heed to views and opinions. Don't ask for judgments. Don't always be calculating what will happen. Don't always be on the lookout for another refuge! Church, stay a church! But church, confess, confess, confess! Christ alone is your Lord; from his grace alone can you live as you are. Christ builds. – Treasury of Daily Prayer, pg. 840-841. Reading this passage about how Christ builds His Church even when it appears it is being torn down, reminded me of the story told by Bishop Bolay of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia. 280

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Bishop Bolay recently requested that fellowship discussions begin between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of LIberia and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. As part of the preliminary discussions, Bishop Bolay told of the founding of Liberia in 1820 by former slaves from the United States. He mentioned that the people of Liberia think of themselves as being a part of the United States. He also mentioned that the Lutherans of Liberia consider themselves to be a part of the MIssouri Synod. Bishop Bolay told how LCMS missionaries came to Liberia in the late 1970s and through their work a Lutheran church was established. Then in 1989 a civil war, known as one of the bloodiest in African history, broke out in Liberia. The LCMS missionaries had to leave the country. By external appearances the 15 or so Lutheran congregations looked to be lost to the civil war. However, the Liberian civil war, which brought much harm and evil, was used by the Lord for good. The dispersion of Lutherans during the civil war actually spread the church by putting people in contact with others. Now 20 years or so later, the Lutheran church in Liberia is around 140 congregations. What from a human standpoint appeared to be a time of tearing down was used by the Lord for the construction of His Church. May the Lord continue to build his Church! -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations * The picture of the falling steeple came from a book published in 1903 called Careers of Danger and Daring. The photo is from the chapter about "steeple climbers."

C. F. W. Walther Festive Convocation: Watch



Live!

Sunday, October 23, 2011

(From Concordia Saint Catherine's Blog) In honour of the 200th anniversary of the birth of C. F. W. Walther, first president of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, the seminary is holding a festive convocation: 281

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. C. F. W. WALTHER as Hymn-Writer, Hymnal Editor, Pastor, and Musician The convocation opens with a narrated hymn festival on Sunday evening, 23 October, 7:00pm, featuring Resurrection Lutheran Choir. All are welcome to attend at no charge. On Monday, 24 October, the convocation continues with presentations by Rev. Jon Vieker, Senior Assistant to the LCMS President. If you have not already done so, please register your intention to attend by contacting Linda Lantz at the seminary. The registration fee of $25 includes a hot lunch. Rev. Jon Vieker If you are unable to attend in person, you may wish to watch live (or watch the recordings later) at: www.lutheranchurch.ca/video.php Tune in according to the following agenda (all times are Eastern Daylight Time): Sunday, 23 October 2011 282

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. 7:00pm “A Walther Hymn Festival” Monday, 24 October 2011 9:00am Matins 9:30am “Walther as Pastor, Musician, and Editor: the First LCMS German Hymnal” (Vieker) 10:45am Break 11:15am “Walther’s Hymns (and Agenda)” (Winger) 12:15pm Lunch, provided by seminary staff 1:30pm “From German into English: the German Hymn-writers of the First LCMS English Hymnal” (Vieker) -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations

Witness, Mercy, and Life Together in Advent



2011: A Midweek Preachi...

Monday, October 24, 2011

Advent Preaching Workshop November Presenters: Professor John T. Pless and Seminarian Weslie Odom Theme: Mercy, Witness, Life Together This year’s Advent preaching workshop will focus on the Synod’s emphasis of “Mercy, Witness, and Life Together” for the three Midweek Services. Drawing on the Old Testament Prophets and the New Testament Canticles, the sermon series will probe the Advent character of God’s mercy in Emmanuel, the witness of John the Baptist in his preaching of repentance and faith, and life together that we are given in God’s new Zion. We will also examine how Bo Giertz treated these themes in his preaching and 283

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. devotional writings. Registration fee is $30.00. (Register online) The workshop will meet from 4:00-5:30 p.m. and 7:00-8:30 p.m. on Tuesday, and 8:0010:00 a.m. on Wednesday. Location: Concordia Theological Seminary Loehe Hall, Room 2 For additional information on this seminar, contact the office of the Good Shepherd Institute at 260-452-2224. The Schedule for the Advent Preaching Seminar is as follows: Advent Preaching Workshop 2011: Witness, Mercy, Life Together Midweek Service in Advent I: Witness Readings: Isaiah 40:9-11; John 1:6-8, 14-17, 29-34 Psalm: 44 Hymns: “Prepare the Royal Highway”- 343 LSB “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” -344 LSB “When All the World Was Cursed”- 346 LSB “Creator of the Stars of Night”- 351 LSB “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”- 353 LSB “O Savior of Our Fallen Race”- 403 LSB “The Only Son from Heaven”- 402 LSB Midweek Service in Advent II: Mercy Readings: I Peter 1:3-12; Luke 1:39-56 Psalm: 25 Hymns: “Once He Came in Blessing”- 333 LSB “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”- 334 LSB “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”- 337 LSB “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”- 342 LSB “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”- 347 LSB “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”- 348 LSB “Hark the Glad Sound”-349 LSB Midweek Service in Advent III: Life Together Readings: Isaiah 62:1-12; Revelation 21:1-8, 22-27 Psalm: 48 or 24 Hymns: “The Advent of Our King”- 331 LSB “Savior of the Nations Come”- 332 LSB “O Bride of Christ, Rejoice”- 335 LSB “Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors” -339 LSB “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”- 340 LSB “Arise, O Christian People”- 354 LSB “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” -357 LSB “Wide Open Stand the Gates” – 639 LSB 284

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. --Witness, Mercy, and Life Together in Advent: A Midweek Preaching Series Witness “Bearing witness” says Luther “is nothing but God’s Word spoken by angels or men, and it calls for faith.”# In Acts 1:8 the risen Lord says of His apostles that they will be His witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and beyond those borders to the end of the earth. It is the apostles who with their own eyes have seen the Lord, touched Him with their own hands, and heard His voice with their ears (see I John 1:1-4) who are designated witnesses. We are witnesses only in the derived sense that our words echo the reliable testimony of the apostles. To bear witness is to speak not of ourselves but of another-Christ Jesus. The great witness of Advent is John the Baptist. “The prologue [of the Fourth Gospel] says that God sent John to be a witness (1:6-8). A witness speaks in contexts where the truth is disputed. If everything is clear, there is no need for testimony.”# The witness of John the Baptist is twofold. He bears witness to human sinfulness which separates man from God. In no uncertain terms he names sin for what it is, showing his hearers their inability to recognize the One who stands among them is their Messiah (John 1:26-27). John is not sent to bear witness to himself; he is the voice crying in the wilderness (John 1:19-23). John is neither the light of the world (John 1:6-8) nor the Christ (John 1:20) but the one sent to bear witness. Thus he proclaims Jesus Christ as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Our witness is always this confession of Jesus Christ. Mercy Oswald Bayer writes “Mercy is not self-evident. It cannot become an existential or epistemological principle. On the contrary mercy is actually something that is won and something that, emerging, happens unpredictably. And as this justifying God is not simply and in principle merciful, so also is sinful man not simply and in principle on the receiving end of God’s mercy.”#Mercy was not self-evident to Mary. She was “greatly troubled” (Luke 1:29) until the angel comforted her with the good news that the son she would conceive and bear is the Son of God. Only then was Mary’s lips unlocked to magnify the Lord, declaring the scope of His mercy for all who “fear him from generation to generation’ (Luke 1:50). Having received mercy, Mary was enabled to confess her God and Savior who helps “his servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever” (Luke 1:54-55). It is this Lord who has “According to his great mercy...caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Peter 1:3). Mercy is not self-evident for sinners; it is not something that the guilty expect. Mercy comes only by God’s doing in the crib and on Calvary. Hermann Sasse draws a contrast between Thomas Aquinas’ assertion that “Christ cannot enter into living communion with a sinner” and Luther’s statement of the opposite: “Christ dwells only among sinners” demonstrating how Luther understands divine mercy: “Every page of the NT is indeed testimony of the Christ whose proper office it is ‘to save sinners’ (I Tim. 1:15), ‘to seek and to save the lost’ (Luke 19:10). And the entire saving work of Jesus – from the days he was in Galilee and, to the amazement and alarm of the Pharisees, ate with tax collectors and sinners, to the moment when he, in contradiction 285

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. with the principles of every rational morality, promised paradise, to the thief on the cross – yes, his entire life on earth, from the cradle to the cross, is one unique, grand demonstration of a wonder beyond all reason: the miracle of divine forgiveness, of the justification of the sinner. ‘Christ dwells only among sinners.’”# Advent announces the arrival of this Christ who makes divine mercy certain for sinners. Life Together Advent is about God drawing near to humanity to save and rescue, to reconcile the world to Himself by the blood of the cross. He gathers into one family, those who were left alone in their sins-suffering alienation from God and estranged from one another. The imagery for life together in Advent is Jerusalem, God’s holy Zion where the redeemed are safely gathered around their Lord. Not forsaken and left desolate in their sin, they are brought to rejoice in the marriage feast of the Lamb in the New Jerusalem. This is not a community that we create by our will to fight loneliness but a communion established by the Triune God who has called us to fellowship with Himself and therefore with one another in the Gospel. The Bavarian Pastor Wilhelm Löhe (1808-1872) wrote: “The church of the New Testament is no longer a territorial church but a church of all people, a church which has its children in all lands and gathers them from every nation. It is the one flock of the one shepherd, called out of many folds (John 10:16), the universal – the truly catholic – church which flows through all time and into which all people pour.”# We share a life together which is thicker and deeper than nationality, ethnicity, or language. Bound together in Christ by a common redemption mediated by the one Baptism instituted by our Lord we have life together. We hear and confess the same apostolic Gospel and we eat and drink of the same body and blood in the sacrament of our Lord’s new and eternal testament. Along with Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together, Löhe’s Three Books About the Church is a lucid exposition of what it means for Christians to live together in that holy community, the church of Jesus Christ. Pastor Löhe published this classic volume in 1845, the year after his wife’s early death. Certainly his writing is reflective of a heavenly homesickness, no doubt intensified by his young wife’s death which left him in an abiding grief. Yet Löhe knew that this life together we have in Christ Jesus is not broken by geography or even by death. There is one church that spans heaven and earth: “There is therefore one eternal church, part to be found here and part to be found in eternity. Here it becomes smaller and smaller; but there it becomes ever larger, for the yearning, struggling band is always being gathered to its people....From it death shall not separate me, but death will for the first time bring me to complete enjoyment of love and fellowship. To it all things draw me and nothing hinders me, whatever it may be. Praise be to God!”# By God’s grace we are part of this church that Löhe paints with numerous images. One of his images for the church is a long river that constantly moves from its headwaters to the ocean: “Springing up on Pentecost and Calvary, the church flows through the ages like a river, and that same river and no other will flow unchangingly on through the ages until that great day when it will empty completely into the famed sea of eternal blessedness.”# Our life together is not based on human preferences or attractions of particular personalities but in Christ Jesus who has redeemed us by His blood, called us by His Spirit working through the Gospel, and incorporated us into His body with the washing of the water with the Word. Jesus Christ is both the source and end of our life together. 286

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Hidden under the cross, we live trusting in the forgiveness of sins purchased and won at Calvary and distributed in preaching and the Sacrament. It is this absolution that binds us to Christ, the friend of sinners and glues us sinners to one another in that holy community which is the church. We cannot create or engineer our life together – it is a gift, unmerited and undeserved – of God’s merciful donation so that sinners are not left utterly alone in their sin. Life together is jeopardized when it is grounded in anything other than the forgiveness of sins given by Christ Jesus. This is why we confess in the Catechism that the Holy Spirit in this Christian Church “daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.” Advent teaches us how to live in this church by repentance and faith even as we cry out “Come, Lord Jesus” in anticipation of the resurrection of our bodies to eternal life together in God’s eternal Zion. Prof. John T. Pless --Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



Walther League

Tuesday, October 25, 2011

Today we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of C. F. W. Walther, Synod founder and president. But even as we thank God for the many hats Walther wore—from Synod founder to Synod president, from seminary professor to seminary president—we also thank Him for one of Walther’s default legacies: the Walther League. Ask a youth in the church today about the Walther League, and they’ll likely give you a blank stare. But ask an adult about the same, and they’ll recount a handful of stories from their youth that have their basis in a Walther League activity. The league has a notable place in the Synod’s history. It began in the late nineteenth century and developed alongside America’s history, flourishing as the LCMS adopted English into its vocabulary. It continued to grow through the World Wars, even establishing a headquarters in Chicago. Its members were busy. Over 5,000 groups were eventually established. Youth met to discuss Scripture and the catechism, went on hayrides and roller skated, and also assisted in their communities and neighborhoods as they learned firsthand how to show Christ’s mercy to those around them. And when all the studying and the merriment was over, a few young Lutheran men even met their future brides at Walther League events! The league’s benefits were clearly many and varied. The league eventually disbanded in 1977 as a result of painful but formative doctrinal discussions, but other youth organizations have risen to challenge the youth of the Church in their understanding of what it means to be a Lutheran in this time and in this place. 287

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. So although the league itself no longer exists, one important aspect of it remains: the need for the Church’s young people to be stretched and molded in their understanding of the faith. C. F. W. Walther compelled men to be faithful pastors, pastors that would deliver Christ’s Gospel to a young generation eager to hear it. We, too, can be faithful to Walther’s legacy, to the encouragement of young men in pastoral formation at one of our two seminaries. But we can also be faithful to the Christian faith by encouraging our children, teenagers, and college students to be about the holy things of God, to encourage them in a love for Scripture, hymnody, and the catechism, and to be boldly, unabashedly, and joyfully Lutheran. What are your memories of Walther League? -Barb Below

Theological Dialogue with Other Christian Church



Bodies

Wednesday, October 26, 2011

In light of the third installment of dialogue between the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), October 27–28, which focuses on "Contemporary Issues Facing the Church in North America," it is good to consider the new document produced by CTCR staff titled, "Theological Dialogue with Other Christian Church Bodies." The document explores why it is good to engage in theological discussion with other church bodies, even if immediate fellowship is not foreseen. President Harrison requested the CTCR staff to study whether it is permissible and beneficial for the LCMS to engage in such discussions with other Christians. The result is the document below. -- Rev. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations Theological Dialogue With Other Christian Church Bodies-Adopted 09-17-11
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ACNA–LCMS Dialogue III



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, October 27, 2011

The third dialogue between the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) and The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) on "Contemporary Issues Facing the Church in North America," began on 27 October 2011 on the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. Presentations engaged the question of the ordination of women to the office of Holy Ministry and on other challenges facing the church such as posthumanism and trans-humanism. The first dialogue, held 10-11 November 2010 in Saint Louis at Concordia Seminary, focused on the historical backgrounds of the ANCA and the LCMS. The second dialogue, held 12-13 May 2011 held in Bluebell, PA at the Reformed Episcopal Seminary, focused on the question of authority, both Scriptural authority and ecclesial authority. Participants from the Anglican Church in North America (ANCA) included: Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission at Trinity School for Ministry, Dr. Jonathan Riches, Assistant Academic Dean and Associate Professor of Liturgics and Theology at the Reformed Episcopal Seminary, and Bishop Ray Sutton, Diocese of MidAmerica, REC/ACNA and Chair of Ecumenical Relations Task Force (ACNA). Participants from the LCMS included: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, President, Dr. Frederic Baue, Pastor Emeritus, Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive Director of the CTCR, Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of Concordia Theological Seminary, and Rev. Larry Vogel, Associate Executive Director CTCR. Participants from the LCC included, Dr. John Stephenson 289

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Dr. John Stephenson, Professor of Historical Theology at Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary Brock University of the Lutheran Church – Canada (LCC), preached in Kramer Chapel on Matthew 15:1-9. After lunch, the group toured the campus of Concordia Theological Seminary. While there are many areas of agreement between the ACNA and the LCMS, there also are differences. The dialogue has taken an open and honest approach in recognizing differences between the church bodies. President Harrison noted that Herman Sasse said that there is more fellowship between Christians who honestly disagree with one another than with Christians who gloss over or who agree to disagree about their differences. At 7 PM, there will be an Open Forum, featuring President Matthew Harrison of the LCMS and Dr. Jonathan Riches of the Reformed Episcopal Seminary, speaking about contemporary issues facing the church. The public is invited to attend the open forum. Some photos from the dialogue. The agenda for the dialogue is posted below: Dialogue III Schedule-final
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ACNA-LCMS Dialogue III -- Day 2

Friday, October 28, 2011

Today was the final day of the third dialogue session between the ACNA and the LCMS. The group agreed that discussions were profitable and that another dialogue should be held in the spring of 2012. Russ Jones of OneNewsNow wrote a story about the dialogue that is reproduced below. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations --Churches dialogue re: culture, faith Russ Jones - OneNewsNow Two Christian church unions are discussing the challenges of maintaining an orthodox evangelical faith. The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) are in Fort Wayne, Indiana, discussing trends in the modern church. The event is the third installment of a four-part dialogue between the two church bodies, which began the dialogue in 2010. Speakers are meeting at Concordia Theological Seminary under the theme “Contemporary Issues Facing the Church in North America.” While the two denominations are not partner churches, representatives say the forum addresses topics where the culture has impacted the church — such as same-sex “marriage,” adoption by homosexuals, and the ordination of practicing homosexual men and women. “Dr. Jonathan Riches ... from the Reformed Episcopal Seminary in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, [told our open forum] that the church cannot let the culture take it over,” says Dr. Albert Collver III, director of church relations and assistant to the LCMS president. Collver tells OneNewsNow he is hopeful the dialogue with the ACNA will help strengthen and encourage creedal and evangelical Christians in what the denomination calls “the last dark days.” “By ‘creedal’ we mean people who accept the Apostles’/Nicene/Athanasian Creed and who ... take the creed very seriously — not simply as historical documents, but as confessions of faith, which both the Missouri Synod and the Anglican Church in North America do.” The next session of the dialogue, tentatively planned for May 12-13 on the campus of the 291

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Reformed Episcopal Seminary in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, will address the theme of “Authority in the Church.”



In His Riches, We Serve - 2 Corinthians 8:1-9

Monday, October 31, 2011

Marching to the Service of Blessing for the Deaconesses - Left to right: LCSA Pastors; LCMS First Vice President Herbert Mueller; Bishop Wilhelm Weber, Lutheran Church in South Africa; Pastor Stephen Rosebrock, Assistant Pastor, Hope Lutheran Church, St. Louis, Liturgist for the Service Note: This sermon was preached in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Arcadia, Tshwane (Pretoria), South Africa on 28 October 2011 for the blessing of the first deaconesses in the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, a partner church of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. The deaconesses were trained in an intensive course over two years by Deaconess Grace Rao of LCMS World Relief/Human Care. In attendance in the service were the members of the LCSA Church Council, many pastors and Women’s League members of that sister church. Presiding for the ceremony was Bishop Wilhelm Weber, Bishop of the LCSA. To say the least, it was a day full of joy in the Lord! Bishop Weber, Deans, Pastors, beloved brothers, and people of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, students and teachers at the seminary, guests from the LCMS – and especially you, the ladies who have completed these intensive deaconess courses taught by Deaconess Grace Rao. It is my honor to bring greetings to you this day from President Matthew Harrison, and to represent our Synod as together we celebrate God’s gifts. I am humbled by your example and by your desire to serve the Lord Jesus – may God bless you and keep you in His Word. The Word of God that comes to us this day is 2 Corinthians 8:1-9. As we begin, you must see this passage in light of the unity of the Church. The Church is One. We confess in the creed, one, holy, Christian and apostolic Church, because we are united by faith, to the One Lord Jesus, and to one another. To be specific about this text, Paul is using the generosity of the Macedonians as an example for the Corinthians in their giving to the collection for the saints in Jerusalem. Even from their poverty, the Macedonians gave generously, giving themselves first to the Lord, so Paul wants to motivate the Corinthians to complete their portion of the gift. Here’s what this has to do with the unity of the Church. In the book of Acts, the Church began with Pentecost in Jerusalem. At first, most Christians were also Jewish. But as the Church grew and expanded in Antioch, many Gentiles were brought in. This brought conflict, which the Church addressed in the Apostolic Council in Acts 15 – keeping the Gospel at center. But then there came a famine in Jerusalem, so that the Jewish Christians were suffering terribly, poor and starving. 292

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. So Paul had this idea that the Gentile Christians should gather a large offering to bring relief and help to these suffering saints in Jerusalem. This would show the unity, the oneness of the Church, by the gifts of Christ for the Church. In chapter 9 Paul says this offering, not only supplies the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God from both Jew and Gentile, showing in a tangible way how the Church is One in Christ. In a similar way, our service this morning is a sign of the unity of our churches today. A sign that the body of Christ is one and that Christ gives great gifts. You invited Grace Rao to come from the LCMS to teach. So we share together in the grace of God. We share in teaching and we share in learning. Teachers are encouraging students and students encouraging teachers. This all grows from the fact our churches are One in Christ. That’s why I am honored to bring the Word of God for you this day. Because in this Word of God we share, we are truly rich, in the Lord Jesus. In fact, no matter what else we do not have, if we have the Lord Jesus in His Word, we have everything we need. Together we are rich. However, if we did not have Jesus in His Word, no matter how much money we might have, we would be the poorest of the poor. For if we do not have Jesus, we really have nothing. Think of this for a bit. If we look at ourselves without the Lord Jesus – what are we? In my Bible study with the Church Council, I said that without the Lord Jesus, we are like the chicken where the head has been chopped off. He might move and flop around for a few seconds, but as fast as he goes, he has no head, he is lost, and he is dying. Even when we think we have everything, without Jesus, we really have nothing. Moruti Tswaedi reminded us Wednesday that our parents, Adam and Eve, after they had fallen into sin, had nothing. Even the fig leaves they tried to cover themselves with were drying up and crumbling away. You and I know this, too. When we act on our own. When we do not care what God says or wants. When we push ourselves in front of others, we may think that is the way to go. But like Adam and Eve’s fig leaves, it all comes to nothing... and may even throw away the gifts of God. Our Lord calls us daily to REPENT – that is, to see the poverty of that way, the way that leads to death. And by the Holy Spirit in His Word, our Lord wants us to see our true 293

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. riches in Jesus Christ, crucified and raised from the dead. For this is what God has done by His grace in Jesus. For the Lord Jesus, the eternal Son of God, though He is rich – the King of kings and Lord of Lords, the one who fills the universe, who owns, not only the earth, but everything there is – it all belongs to Him. Yet, for our sake, He became poor. He gave it up. When He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, He came down to us. Then, as God in our flesh, he humbled Himself. He became poor, as Jesus said, Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no where to lay His head. He came down even more, suffering under Pontius Pilate, came down all the way to the cross, all the way to death and the grave. He took our spiritual poverty into Himself, for the Scripture says, God made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. So because Jesus takes all our sin, our poverty, our death, now by His resurrection from the dead, He makes us rich. He makes us rich with the forgiveness of our sins, with the promise of the resurrection to eternal life. He makes us rich, by calling us, by adopting us, as the Children of God, making God our Father. Everything that belongs to Him, He now gives us. By His poverty, we are made rich. The Bible says that baptized into Jesus, we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that we might declare the excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness into His own marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9). A people for God’s own possession, a people God marked out for Himself. In another place it says, you are not your own, you were bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:19). As the Catechism says, Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy precious blood, and His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him... Jesus makes us rich in His gifts... And in the richness of His gifts... we serve Him together. Our temptation as churches is often to think of ourselves as poor, that because we don’t have enough money, we are weak, that we are poor and have little or nothing to give. But our Lord calls us to see today that we have, together, the greatest treasure in all the world, in Jesus Christ. • In our confessional service on Wednesday, our Lord gave us riches beyond measure in the forgiveness of sins. You have those riches always to share. • In the Lord’s Supper, we have, given into our very mouths, the most precious things in the universe, the body and blood of Jesus, for the forgiveness of sins. • Sunday after Sunday in Church, as well as whenever we open our Bibles, we open up a treasure chest of Spiritual riches. By Christ’s poverty on the cross, by His sacrifice, we are now RICH! And when we receive that treasure, when we receive the forgiveness of sins, when we believe the promise and Christ gives His righteousness, He makes us RICH beyond measure! St. Ambrose first told the story of St. Lawrence, a leader of the church in Rome. When the emperor’s representative demanded that he turn over to him the riches of the Church, he asked for three days to gather them up. First, he gave away to the poor all the money the church had, then he gathered all the sick, the blind, the lame, the hurting, the poor, all 294

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. the people who had been gathered into the church and said, Here are the riches of thechurch! You see, the true treasure of the church is the forgiveness of sins in the Lord Jesus, the life of Christ given to us. These riches are the possession of every believer in Jesus. For the true riches of Christ’s Church are not measured in dollars, but are measured in people who know the Lord Jesus Christ, who are baptized into His name, and are living in His forgiveness. The riches of the church are given by the Lord Jesus Himself when he forgives us, makes us His own, and fills us with His Spirit. And these riches of Christ are given away through you Pastors as you proclaim the Word of God and forgive sins. That’s also why, the real riches of the Church are present here, here in the people Jesus has forgiven, that Jesus has given His Church. YOU are a treasure to the Lord Jesus because He shed His blood for you. So the treasure is here in you, dear pastors... And here in you, dear ladies, whom we are recognizing today. You are being trained as deaconesses. You are part of the treasure of the Church. For you know the Lord Jesus. You are giving away the riches of Christ’s love, the riches of His mercy and His care for poor, hurting sinners. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that by His poverty, we might become rich! (2 Corinthians 8:9). And in this way also, the Church is One... As St. Paul was seeking to demonstrate. For the Lord has raised you up, dear ladies, through the congregations of the LCSA. You have been gathered and prepared and sent here. And another part of the Church has provided training and help through people like Deaconess Grace and others. So the Church is One... Because we receive the same gifts of Christ. He makes us rich. And now these deaconesses in training are being blessed and given to the Church, to learn and to grow in service, to work with the Pastors and congregations, to be servants in the Church, to be the hands and feet of Jesus to care for people, to help bring the riches of Christ to His people. We thank God for you today... We thank God for these ladies: Thulisiwe Bhengu Thembekile Buthulezi Esther Mathulwe Maria Phogojane Sheila Letlole Nancy Sephai So the Church is One, and it is rich in receiving and giving the gifts of the Lord Jesus! In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. + Herbert Mueller LCMS First Vice President 28 October 2011 295
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President Harrison's Open Forum for the ANCA-



LCMS Dialogue

Monday, October 31, 2011

President Harrison gave an address at the ACNA-LCMS Open Forum held at Concordia



Theological Seminary Fort Wayne on

Thursday, October 27, 2011

. The video of President Harrison's presentation is provided below in three parts. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations–Assistant to the President Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

Reformation Sermon at Historic Trinity—Detroit,



Michigan

Monday, October 31, 2011

President Harrison preached at on John 8:31-36 at Historic Trinity Lutheran Church this past Reformation Sunday. "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." The choir, handbells, brass, and organ played at the three services offered that morning. 296
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What a Way - Embrace!

Tuesday, November 01, 2011

In the last of the three-part What a Way Initiative series, President Harrison addresses existing church vocation workers concerning their own service. Using 1 Corinthians 15:58, President Harrison urges church workers to "embrace" their service in ways that promote health, wellness and continued growth and development. The What a Way initiative's goal is to rebuild active recruitment and retention of church workers as an itegrated part of the LCMS culture and lifestyle at the local congregation level. To learn more about What a Way go to: • What a Way website: • What a Way blog: Downloads: • Video File (54.7 MB) • Transcript

One-Day Seminary at Concordia College,



Bronxville

Saturday, November 05, 2011

Concordia College, Bronxville, sponsored a "One-Day Seminary" today (November 5, 2011), with a bevy of engaging speakers on provocative questions assigned by Bronxville President, Dr. Viji George. 297

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Leading the pack this morning was the Rev. Dr. David Scaer, a native New Yorker who has taught at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana since 1966. His assigned question was; "What side of the bed should the Church get up on? The Tea Party or the New York Times?" The Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, president of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, next held forth on the question: "What's a church to do in a pluralistic society?" LCMS President Matthew Harrison spoke to a packed house last night at a "Town Hall Meeting" also sponsored by Concordia--answering questions from participants in an "open-mic" format. This morning he will engage the assigned question: "Is the LCMS thriving or just surviving?" 298

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. This afternoon Concordia's "One-Day Seminary" will conclude with two additional speakers. The Rev. Dr. Dien Ashley Taylor, pastor at Redeemer, Bronx, will engage the provocative question: "Can a Christian be a socialist?" The Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy, pastor of Woodbury Lutheran Church, Woodbury, Minnesota, will conclude the day engaging the question: "Does what happens in the pulpit make a difference in the pews?" Today's event was well-attended by pastors, laity, students, and future church workers. Kudos to President Viji George and Concordia Bronxville for sponsoring this successful event!

Feast of Gustavus Adolphus, King and Martyr,



1632

Monday, November 07, 2011

In America and in particular within the Missouri Synod, we do not usually give much thought to Swedish kings such as Gustavus Adolphus. The primary descendants of the Missouri Synod were of German background not Swedish, as it seems the Scandinavians with a few exceptions primarily gravitated toward other Lutheran church bodies in America. King Gustavus Adolphus played an important role in Lutheranism, particularly in defending Lutheran territories from invasion. In fact, some of Missouri Synod's founders might not have been Lutheran were it not for the work of King Gustavus Adolphus. Yesterday, 6 November is the feast day of Gustavus Adolphus. As many Missouri Synod congregations celebrated All Saints' Day yesterday, it is fitting today to remember the sainted Gustavus Adolphus. Pastor Eric Andrae a few years ago preached a fine sermon on the commemoration of Gustavus Adolphus provided below. -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations 299

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. First Trinity Evangelical-Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, Penn. The Chapel of the Resurrection The Divine Service, 6 November A+D 2003 The Rev. Eric R. Andræ St. Mark 8:34-38 Feast of Gustavus Adolphus, king and martyr, 1632; Eve of John Christian Frederick Heyer, missionary and pastor, 1873 In the name of + Jesus. Let us pray: Praised be you, O God, and blessed in eternity, who with your Word comforts, teaches, exhorts, and warns us. May your Holy Spirit confirm the Word in our hearts, that we may not be forgetful hearers, but rather daily grow in faith, hope, love, and patience unto the end, and be kept unto salvation. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.[1] Dear Friends, How do we proclaim Christ crucified, whose birth heralded peace on earth and who indeed is the Prince of Peace, how do we proclaim this Christ and his Gospel while commemorating an earthly King of War? Well, in our modern day and culture, it is simply unseemly, offensive, politically incorrect so to do; even within the Lutheran Church, some claim that the “exploits and fame [of Gustavus Adlophus] are entirely military” and, as such, “offer little edification for today” (Pfatteicher, Festivals and Commemorations, 474). Indeed, secular military historians glorify Gustav the II’s earthly conquests. Michael Lee Lanning, author of The Military 100, ranks the Lion of the North as the sixth greatest military leader in history, with only an early death preventing a higher ranking.[2] Others have called him the first tactician and the first disciplinarian of the age, the most innovative battle strategist and captain, exhibiting the patience of Hannibal, the persuasiveness of Caesar, the boldness of Alexander, and uniting in one person the art of both monarch and soldier. He was hailed as the most powerful king of the earth and the most brilliant person of his time. As one historian put it, he is “the Founder of Modern War.” So why on earth, and how, do we commemorate the “Founder of Modern War”!?! This sounds and seems like a theology of glory, not of the cross – not of Christ’s cross, not of the one he bids us to take up in following him, not the one Paul so eloquently describes in his epistles, especially in 1 Corinthians 1. So why then does his biographer, William Dallman, call Gustav the greatest Lutheran layman? Why does our Concordia Seminary have a large plaque in his honor? Why does the sainted, great historian of the Missouri Synod, my professor, August Suelflow, say 300

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. that we as Lutherans owe a greater debt to Gustavus Adolphus than any other, save Luther himself?! Why? Because looks can be deceiving. A cursory glance can give a false impression. The historical context is necessary. Beginning in the 1560's, less than 50 years after the posting of the 95 Theses and just over 30 years after the Augsburg Confession was publicly read, the Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation wreaked military havoc in Lutheran lands and towns. For a period of over 65 years Romish forces methodically devastated our forefathers: the closing of churches and the slaughtering of Lutherans and Protestants was the norm. However, Gustavus Adolphus, having already called for a national day of prayer for the Lutherans on the continent, having already opened Sweden as a refuge for all oppressed and exiled Protestants, now Gustavus Adolphus fully enters the fray. Exactly 100 years to the day of the reading of the Augsburg Confession, on 25 June 1630, the Golden Midnight Lion of the North landed on the continent, at Pomerania, promptly falling on his knees and praying aloud to God. In deciding to enter the war, Gustaf told the House of Knights: “I take the all-highest God, in whose presence I am sitting, to be my witness that I am not taking on me this contest of my own free will or out of any lust for war, but that for several years I have been notably moved and driven thereto.... Moreover, we are likewise called to this task by our grievously oppressed neighbors, friends, and supporters.... But what above all else weighs with us is our hope that by this means we may free our suffering brethern in the faith from the yoke of the papists, as will, with God’s help, shortly come to pass.... The greatness of our fatherland and of God’s Church...are things well worthy that for their sakes we should endure hardships, yea, even death itself” (18).[3] Later he would further explain, saying, “The fight is between God and the devil, and there is no third side. What sort of thing is neutrality? I know not the word” (28). Subsequently victorious in one battle after another, while inspiring great loyalty and love from his men, urging them always to remain faithful to the Lord above all, the decisive victory came one year later, in the fall of 1631 at Breitenfeld, near Leipzig. Writes Dallman, “Knowing that the race is not to the swift nor the battle to the strong, the king kneeled on the bloody ground to give thanks to God for the victory, and all near him joined him. ‘With Gustav such sincerity was inbred....’ At the evening meal the whole army joyously sang... ‘A Mighty Fortress is Our God’”(36). “In [that] one memorable year the lone Swede...freed forever the Lutherans of Northern Germany” (37). “Now for the first time since the days of Martin Luther there was displayed before the eyes of the people the figure of a man towards whom all must look either in love or, [for his defeated enemies], in hate” (37). On the field of battle there was placed a plain gray sandstone which reads: Gustav Adolf, Christ und Held, Rettete bei Breitenfeld Glaubensfreiheit fuer die Welt: “Gustav Adolf, Christian and hero, at Breitenfeld saved religious liberty for the world!” But though the war had turned decisively, the battles continued. In November of 1632 the opposing forces would meet at Luetzen. The Handbook to TLH describes the scene: The morning of the 6th the king “summoned his court preacher Fabricius and commanded 301

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. him...to hold a service of prayer. During the service the whole host sang the pious king’s battle hymn, [authored by Fabricius, and our hymn of the day, “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”]. Gustav himself was on his knees and prayed fervently. ... When the host had now been set in battle array, he gave them as watchword for the fight the saying, ‘God with us,’ mounted his horse, drew his sword, and rode along the lines of the army to encourage the soldiers for battle. First, however, he commanded the tunes [“A Mighty Fortress”] and [“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”] to be played by the kettledrums and trumpets, and the soldiers joined as with one voice. ... Then, after a short prayer, he cried out: ‘Now will we set to, please God,’ and immediately after, very loud, ‘Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, help me today to fight for the honor of Thy holy name!’ Then he attacked the enemy at full speed ... About 11 o’clock in the forenoon the fatal bullet struck him, and he sank, dying, from his horse, with the words [to his enemies, ‘I am the king of Sweden, and I seal the liberty and religion of the German people with my blood’] and to his Lord, ‘My God, my God.’ Till twilight came on, the fight raged and was doubtful. But at length [victory was obtained].”[4] “Our [Lutheran teaching explicitly] approves honors to the saints, [in the Augsburg Confession and its Defense]. For here a threefold honor is to be approved. The first is thanksgiving. For we ought to give thanks to God because He has shown examples of mercy; because He has shown that He wishes to save men; because He has given teachers or other gifts to the Church. And these gifts, as they are the greatest, should be amplified, and the saints themselves should be praised, who have faithfully used these gifts, just as Christ praises [his good and faithful servants], Matt. 25..... The second service is the strengthening of our faith; when we see, [for example,] the denial forgiven Peter, we also are encouraged to believe the more that gracetruly superabounds over sin, Rom. 5.... The third honor is the imitation, first, of faith, then of the other virtues, which every one should imitate according to his calling” (Ap. 21.4-6). Gustavus Adolphus was indeed such a humble and devout saint as should be honored, as we give thanks to God for the mercy and grace shown to him and through him. His work, life, and death are greatly edifying for us today. “He held with fidelity to the Augsburg Confession and the Lutheran religion...; when some proposed a union of the Lutherans and Calvinists..., Gustav repelled the suggestion with firmness” (52, 19). As such, it is no surprise that he had the Small Catechism translated into Russian and Finnish. But perhaps the jewel of his kingdom was his mission work in this country, yes, in America. Only a few days before his death he drew up a charter and urged the bishops to commend mission work among the Native Americans. Consequently, a full forty-four years before William Penn came to this country, New Sweden was founded on the Delaware: the first Lutheran church was built and the first Lutheran minister was sent. The first book ever to be translated for the Indians was, you guessed it, the Small Catechism. Another first under Gustavus Adolphus included being the first king to commission military chaplains, who preached every Sunday and led the troops in prayer every morning and evening. As Gustav would say in conjunction with the three services he attended every Lord’s Day: Though war might be our amusement, religion is our business. Historians have adjudged this to be true. A Roman Catholic historian speaks of him “as a king warmly devoted to his Lutheran faith, as a man of untiring activity, of rare personal 302

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. courage, and of a condescension and affability which charmed.” A British military critic adds, “As a man he ranks even higher [than as a soldier], if possible; for his motives were perhaps the noblest and purest that inspried any of the great captains, his pursuit of them so...humane as to shine like a solitary beacon amid the dark deeds and hideous ravages of the Thirty Years’ War.” Furthermore, “His religious fervor was as honest as his courage was high-pitched. The Bible was his constant companion and guide. He began all his acts with unaffected prayer and ended with thanksgiving. The Christian virtues never resided in a more princely soul. We cannot rate Gustavus Adolphus too high.” And finally, a scholar states: “He was simple, brave, passionate, truthful, devout, with the highest sense of his great mission on earth. It is not unfair to say of him that he had a single eye to the work God had given him to do. More cannot be said of any man.” (58-60). Especially, this man knew well - and lived and died - the words of our Lord in today’s Gospel: "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.” And so, after the aforementioned victory at Breitenfeld, all advised him to go on and conquer Vienna, to seek the kaiser’s crown that was there for the taking. But, according to Dallman, “He would not leave the pleading Protestants in the West and South to the mercy of the papists. Again, showing of what stuff he was made, he avoided the path of gain and glory and chose the path of duty and honor” (39), the path that led to his death, the way of self-denial and the cross that leads to true life. Likewise, upon entering Naumburg, where the people kneeled before their deliverer, he exclaimed, “These people honor me as a god – [and so] I fear God will punish me.” But “his piety was honest, outwardly and inwardly; he prayed as openly and unreservedly as he spoke. Even in his campaigns he read his Bible daily and at length. What for? [Said he:] ‘I seek to fortify myself against perverse flatterers by meditating on the sacred Word. A person in my position has a multitude of temptations against which we are never enough on our guard.’” Indeed, his was the way of the Christian cross, not of individual glory. As the plaque at the seminary proclaims, simply and profoundly: “Gustav the Great died that the Reformation of the Church might live.” The Lion of the North was indeed great. But there is a lion who is indeed greater. The Lord, the one for whom Gustav fought and endured hardship as a good soldier (2 Tim. 2:3); the Lord, the valiant one who fights for us and for our liberty from the enemies of sin, death and devil; the Lord, he is the lion, the lion of the tribe of Judah who has triumphed for us, bringing us peace with God (Rev. 5:5). Jesus Christ died, he gave his wholly innocent life that we, along with Gustav, may be baptismally re-formed into his image and have eternal life. As true as God's own Word is true. Not earth nor hell with all their crew Against us shall prevail. A jest and byword are they grown; God is with us, we are His own; Our victory cannot fail. Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once again! So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise A mighty chorus to Thy praise, World without end. Amen.[5] In the name of the Father of the + Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 303
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Think Tank on Campus Ministry Announced

Monday, November 07, 2011

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Last month, President Harrison wrote a “Pastoral Letter about Campus Ministry” to the church and signaled that the Office of National Mission (ONM) was prepared to take direct leadership once again in support of campus ministry. He mentioned that the ONM was at work coordinating a task force as well as initiating plans for a national campus ministry conference in the future. As the Executive Director of the ONM, I want to update you on our plans. First, a President’s Think Tank on Campus Ministry has been scheduled for January 3–4, 2012, at the International Center in St. Louis, Mo. The following individuals have been invited, and have agreed to, participate in the meeting: • Mrs. Anne Bakker, Mt. Pleasant, Mich., ISM director at a full-time campus ministry • Mr. Andy Bates, St. Louis, Mo., Career and Technology Education specialist, St. Louis College at Meramec • Mr. Phillip Fischaber, Tulsa, Okla., college student, LSF Regional representative • The Rev. Dr. Erik Herrmann, St. Louis, Mo., CSL representative • Mr. Jon Jensen, Metro St. Louis, Mo., executive director, LCMA • The Rev. Mark Kiessling, St. Louis, Mo., LCMS Youth and Young Adult Ministry • The Rev. David Kind, Minneapolis, Minn., full-time campus pastor, Higher Things vice president • The Rev. Dr. Paul Maier, Kalamazoo, Mich., COP, Praesidium (Third Vice-President) • The Rev. Richard Manus, Fenton, Mo., LCMS campus ministry counselor (1998–2002) • Dr. Angus Menuge, Mequon, Wisc., CUS professor, commissioned teacher • Mrs. Martha Milas, Champaign, Ill., Board for National Mission • Miss Shaina Mitchell, Muncie, In., full-time campus ministry deaconess • Mrs. Marcia Mittwede, Round Rock, Texas, ISM, Inc. co-president • The Rev. Max Mons, Iowa City, Iowa, full-time campus pastor • The Rev. Ian Pacey, Tucson, Ariz., full-time campus pastor • The Rev. Prof. John Pless, Fort Wayne, Ind., CTSFW representative 304

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. • The Rev. Samuel Schuldheisz, Huntington Beach, Cali., parish pastor • Dr. James Tallmon, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, Board for National Mission • The Rev. Jay Winters, Tallahassee, Fla., full-time campus pastor, LCMA Board Member, former LSF Advisor • Mr. Greg Witto, Charleston, Ill., full-time director of campus ministry, DCE, LCMA Vice President • The Rev. Marcus Zill, Laramie, Wyo., full-time campus pastor, Christ on Campus executive, Higher Things While we would love to have more participants, this geographically diverse and wellrounded mix of laity, commissioned and ordained ministers represents well those who are presently engaged in campus ministry (e.g., LCMA, ISM, LSF, CoC, etc.) and incorporates those with significant past campus experience and others who can contribute in giving input and direction to our office. The Think Tank also includes two representatives from the National Mission Board, one member of the Council of Presidents and representatives from both seminaries and one of our Concordia universities. Second, I have also formed a steering committee to begin preparations for a future national campus ministry conference. That committee includes: • Rev. Marcus Zill, Laramie, Wyo., Chair • Mr. Andy Bates, Wildwood, Mo. • Miss Shaina Mitchell, Muncie, Ind. • Rev. Max Mons, Iowa City, Iowa • Rev. Jay Winters, Tallahassee, Fla. This committee will start work as soon as possible but will also have the opportunity to gain valuable input from the other Think Tank participants at the early January meeting. Thank you for the tremendous amount of helpful advice and input that so many of you have given to our office in the last couple of weeks. We look forward to working with all of those above—and the many more whom they represent—as we give shape to this new direction for campus ministry in our beloved Synod together through the Office of National Mission. We will do our best to keep the church up to date as plans continue to materialize. As always, we value your ongoing input and covet your prayers as we seek to strengthen our work on our nation’s college campuses for the sake of the Gospel. Peace, Rev. J. Bart Day Executive Director of National Mission bart.day@lcms.org
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On Veterans Day

Friday, November 11, 2011

Today is Veterans Day, a day set aside to honor the men and women who have served our country in the Armed Forces. It is a time to give thanks God for these brave men and women — many of whom returned home with grievous injuries and others who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. As we reflect on the service and selflessness of our military veterans, this is also a good time to give thanks for our LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces. Since the Civil War, LCMS pastors have served as military chaplains. Today, there are more than 200 LCMS military chaplains — some serving on active duty here in the U.S. and overseas, some serving with Reserve and National Guard units, and some serving as chaplains with the Veterans Administration, Civil Air Patrol and Federal Bureau of Prisons. A special insert to the November Reporter introduces the church to some of the LCMS chaplains serving today. In the cover article, Chaplain Michael N. Frese writes about the “constant danger” he and the troops live with daily in Afghanistan. “There is nothing like death to focus us more clearly on life,” he wrote. “In this dangerous environment, I am God’s mouthpiece to share with them the life that Christ has won for them on the cross.” You can also watch and share video interviews with Capt. Frese and others here. The special Reporter insert also provides information about Operation Barnabas — a network of care to military members and their families as well as veterans. Local congregation-based Operation Barnabas chapters are now forming throughout the LCMS to serve veterans and service families in their communities. To learn more, see page 2 of the insert. Finally, Chaplain Mark Schreiber, director of the LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces, has written a special commentary in observance of Veterans Day. Please pray for our veterans, chaplains and military personnel. In addition to Ministry-byMail, LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces provides "God's Word of Encouragement" to chaplains for distribution to those they serve. Your gift will provide materials for chaplains, service personnel and veterans and for everything Ministry to the Armed Forces does!



World Champions

Sunday, November 13, 2011

For St. Louis Cardinals fans, it would have been a lot more pleasant if they had known two months ago what happened two weeks ago, when the Cardinals won Game 7 of the World Series. The dark days of August wouldn’t have seemed so dark. The disappointing losses of September wouldn’t have been so disappointing. And Game 6 of the World Series would not have been the nail-biter that it was. Not knowing the outcome is the way it usually is in this world. We live day-to-day, hour-to306

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. hour, breath-to-breath, except for one huge exception. That exception we celebrate each November 1st. The Exception That exception to the rule of uncertainty in this life is the outcome of our Christian lives. Even though the home team makes plenty of errors, suffers countless injuries, and faces seemingly hopeless situations, the outcome is already known—this despite the fact that the other team can seem undefeatable, with a manager who is absolute ruthless, as Luther describes him: The old evil foe now means deadly woe, Deep guile and great might are his dread arms in fight, On earth is not his equal. The reality of their plight will strike home for many Christians on their deathbeds, when Martin Luther’s great funeral hymn will describe the valley of the shadow of death through which they must pass: In the midst of earthly life, Snares of death surround us. Who shall help us in the strife, Lest the foe confound us? In the midst of death’s dark vale, Powers of hell o’ertake us. Who will help when they assail, Who secure will make us? In the midst of utter woe, When our sins oppress us, Who will help when they assail, Where for grace to bless us? The Substitute Thankfully, the hymn is able to provide the answer to its own questions: “Thou only, Lord, Thou only!” Into this great contest God sent His Substitute, His Word, the embodiment of His grace. He provides the sacrifice, so successfully so that He comes all the way around to score. Again, Luther: The Word they still shall let remain, nor any thanks have for it. He’s by our side upon the plain with His good gifts and Spirit. And take they our life, goods, fame, child, and wife— Let these all be gone, they yet have nothing won. The kingdom ours remaineth! Christ our Substitute has picked up His whole team and carries them to victory and to the celebration to follow. The first lesson for the celebration of All Saints Day, from Revelation 7, speaks of the victors: “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” And what a celebration will be theirs: Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat...and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 307

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Stands For the St. Louis Cardinals fans who were in the stands, it was quite the celebration that followed Game 7 of the World Series. To actually have been there to stand, to cheer, to experience the fireworks and confetti-showered speeches must have been awesome. An Internet offer in the days that followed provided opportunity for fans to locate themselves in the stands via an aerial view of Busch Stadium, an opportunity always to be able to say “I was there.” The Revelation 7 picture of the great celebration of all saints provides that same opportunity to all God’s people as true world champions, already to see themselves present, already to be able to say “I am in that crowd.” All we can say is what we will all say when it is our time to celebrate the victory: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” + Dr. Raymond L. Hartwig Secretary of Synod



Two Partners in Southern Africa

Monday, November 14, 2011

Holy Communion with our brothers and sisters in the Gauteng Diocese of the LCSA - Reformation Festival. The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is in pulpit and altar fellowship with two separate church bodies in Southern Africa: the Free Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa (FELSiSA) and the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (LCSA). Both churches rise out of the efforts of German Lutheran missionaries in the late 19th and 20th centuries (the Hermansburg Mission and later the Bleckmar Mission of our partner in Germany, the Selbstaendig Evangelisch-Lutherishe Kirche, SELK). Recently, as First Vice President, I had the privilege of visiting both churches and presenting our theme of Witness, Mercy and Life Together for both groups. As indicated previously, I was also there to represent the Synod and to preach for the blessing of the first deaconesses in the LCSA. We also had the opportunity to preach in congregations of 308

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. both synods – Katlehong in the LCSA and St. Paul, Fairlands (Johannesburg), in the FELSiSA. The LCSA is mainly black (Zulu and Tswana, mostly) and the FELSiSA is historically German and white, though there are many English speaking people that have joined in recent years (both white and black) and some Afrikaans people as well. FELSiSA recently brought into associate membership a black congregation near Fairlands. Tentative efforts are under way to seek to bring both groups together, including perhaps also a third group of independent Lutheran churches founded by a graduate of our seminary in Fort Wayne now in Middelburg, RSA. I was privileged to be present for the first joint meeting of the Church Councils of both the LCSA and the FELSiSA in some years while present. Pray that God draws both of these partners closer together and that the terrible legacy of apartheid may be overcome by God’s grace and forgiveness in the blood of Christ. We met many people, fine Christians one and all, seeking to serve the Lord faithfully where He has placed them. Pray for true unity in the Gospel that can be expressed in the coming together of these churches into one Synod. Already they are in fellowship with us and with each other, but pray that they are able, by God’s grace, to overcome the past and to unite in one confessional Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. And after these things, I looked, and behold, a great crowd, which no one could number, from every nation (ethnic group) and every tribe and people, and every tongue, standing before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and they were crying out with a loud voice saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’ (Revelation 7:9-10). God be praised for He makes it so even now! The offering at the Mpumalanga Diocese (LCSA) Women’s League Convention at Mayflower, near Fernie, South Africa, on 29 October 2011. In the LCSA they sing and dance as they bring their offerings forward to the Lord. The women wear uniforms to identify themselves as members of the League. +Herbert Mueller First Vice President
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A Shower of Grace



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Wednesday, November 30, 2011

This Advent, LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison urges Christians to offer prayers of repentance as well as prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Word and grace. Downloads • Video File (147 MB) • Transcript Learn More • Advent is not simply pre-Christmas. Learn more about this unique season of the Church Year by reading the Rev. Hans Fiene’s “How to Escape the Christmas Madness.” • How do we keep Advent and Christmas separate? Read up on the meaning of Christmas in Terence Maher’s “The 12 Days of Christmas: Unwrapping the Gifts.”

Lutheran Missions Must Lead to Lutheran



Congregations

Thursday, December 01, 2011

In 1998, President Harrison, then pastor at Zion Lutheran in Fort Wayne, wrote an article for Logia titled, "Lutheran Missions Must Lead to Lutheran Congregations." The events told in the essay below recently were shared with the Program and Regional Directors of the Office of International Mission in Raleigh, North Carolina. The essay is reproduced below. * EDITOR'S NOTE: The author of the article below notes, "The following was written some five years ago in early 1993. Since then I have not kept track of LAMP’s activities or programs. I have recently heard unofficial reports that LAMP is making an effort at a more forthrightly Lutheran missiological approach, something I would applaud and support in every way. I bear no animosity to any of the participants mentioned in this article and have made every effort to keep their identity anonymous. Above all, I offer what follows as a case study of Sasse’s essay on Lutheran missiology found in this issue of LOGIA." It should be noted that LAMP-US today is not as it was described in the article below. The point of the article is to provide a specific example from around 1993 (a historical snapshot) on how Lutheran Missions Did Not Lead to the formation of Lutheran Congregations. It serves as a cautionary function and an encouragement for ongoing Lutheran Mission efforts to have the goal of leading to the formation of Lutheran Congregations or the strengthening of existing congregations. Lutheran Missions Lutheran Congregations MCH Logia 07-3 1998
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The Question of the Church's Unity on the Mission Field



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Thursday, December 01, 2011

The season of Advent frequently is a time when congregations consider anew mission work. Some resources to consider during this time of mediation on Christ's advent and on mission work. One such article is Hermann Sasse, "The Question of the Church's Unity on the Mission Field." Translated by Matthew C. Harrison. Logia 7, no. this essay, Dr. Sasse takes up how the mission field raised the question of the unity of the church. He notes, "There is no unity of Christianity without deep and serious wrestling over the truth." (pg. 59) The Witness of the Church goes hand in hand with the Church's Confession. In the previous post, "Lutheran Mission Must Lead to Lutheran Congregations," Sasse's essay provided below is referenced. May this serve for fruitful reflection on mission during the Advent season. Question of the Church's Unity on the Mission Field From 07-3 Missions



Sermon from LCEF Conference

Friday, December 02, 2011

Listen to an exceptional sermon preached at November's LCEF Conference in Raleigh, NC by Dr. Jon Diefenthaler, President of the LCMS Southestern District. Dr. Jon T. Diefenthaler from Parabolic Media on Vimeo.
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Vilnius Evangelical Lutheran Church -- Lithuania



Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

Saturday, December 03, 2011

Belfry from the Courtyard On Friday, 2 December 2011, Dr. Timothy Quill, Director of Theological Education, Rev. Daniel Johnson, and Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church relations arrived in Vilnius for a conference with Lutheran pastors in the Lithuanian and Belarus churches, held at the parish hall of Vilnius Evangelical Lutheran Church. Rev. Johnson presented on Lutheran spirituality, while Dr. Collver spoke on the church's life under the cross from 1 Corinthians. Bishop Mindaugas Sabutis of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania welcomed the LCMS group and explained how the Lutheran Church in Lithuania by the Lord's grace had been resurrected from death at the hands of Communism. He also encouraged the Missouri Synod to provide strong theological leadership to Lutherans throughout the world. Conference with Pastors from the Lithuanian and Estonian Churches Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūnas, Member of the Consistory of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania said, "The meeting was very important not only for the Lithuanian church but for the emerging church in Belarus, which is resurgent after many years of Soviet Domination. Acting Bishop Wladimir Meyerson in his report provided information regarding the situation of Lutheranism in Belarus and expressed his wish to strengthen relations with the LCMS through Bishop Sabuitus. He emphasized the need for theological education to train the men for the pastoral ministry. The Lithuania church is also very happy with this meeting, which was rich in theological presentations and conversation. It was very helpful for both churches." The Belarusian Lutheran Church is under the spiritual leadership of Bishop Sabutis and functions as an extension of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania. 312

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Dr. Timothy Quill remarked, "It was personally heartwarming to listen to the Belarusian pastors report on the progress of the BELC. It was ten years ago to the day, on December 2, 2001, that I attended the constituting synod of the Belarusian Evangelical Lutheran Church that took place in Vitibsk. It has been a difficult time for the faithful Lutherans trying to establish Lutheranism in a country where the Church was totally destroyed by the Communists. Leading their Notruf (plea for help) was a request for theological education to build a strong clergy. They inquired if the Seminary of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk, Russia could help train pastors and they encouraged the continuation of regular courses organized by Bishop Mindaugis Sabutis and Dr. Charles Evanson (LCMS theological educator in the Baltics and consultant to the ELCL). They also requested help in producing a Belarusian Lutheran liturgy and agenda. The Lithuanian and Belarusian Lutheran Churches share a common geographical and ecclesiastical history. BELC pastor Sergi Heil explained, 'The BELC is a young church in desperate need of its own liturgy, yet a liturgy that expresses her common tradition with Lithuania.' Pastor Heil asked if Lithuania could assist in this task. The ELCL is blessed to be home to Dr. Charles Evanson and Dr. Darius Petkunas who are not only recognized scholars in the area of the history of the Baltic and Russian liturgies, but key members of the ELCL liturgical commission that recently produced the new Lithuanian agenda." The Parish Seal of the Vilnius Evangelical Lutheran Church The first evangelical Lutheran church in Vilnius, Lithuania, was established in 1552 with the completion of the church building in 1555. The parish has had its own seal since 1560 wich depicts the Lamb of God with the inscription, "Diligite Veritatem Et Pacem" ("Value Truth and Peace"). Over the years the church building suffered a number of fires. The current structure had its foundation placed on 3 August 1739. The church was designed by Johann Christopher Glaubitz. Altar The altar piece consists of four sections that depicts the life of Christ. The scenes from lowest to highest portray the birth of Jesus, the Lord's Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Ascension of Christ. On either side of the life of Christ are statues of the four evangelists. During the period of Soviet oppression, the Christian symbolism on the altar area was removed and replaced with communist idols. The 313

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. nativity scene was replaced with the Red Star. The Lord's Supper scene was replaced with images of Karl Marx, Lenin, and Stalin (the unholy trinity of the Soviet State). The crucifix and ascension scenes were removed. The sanctuary was partitioned into two floors, the lower level being a worship and the upper level a basketball court. The Organ Another view of the sanctuary. – Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations - Assistant to the President



Second Sunday in Advent at Priekulė, Lithuania

Sunday, December 04, 2011

The Lutheran Parish in Priekule, Lithuania This morning we attended worship in Priekulė, Lithuania. It is one of 54 parishes of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania. Christianity came to Klaipeda, Lithuania in 1252, while the rest of Lithuania was pagan. In 1525, Klaipeda, then a part of Prussia, became Lutheran. The Lutheran congregation in Vilnius was established in 1555. The majority of the Lutheran congregations were established in the 17th and 18th centuries in Lithuania. The Lutheran congregation in Priekulė, Lithuania, where we worshiped, once had 6,000 members. Now about 50 persons worship in what was the old school house, the original church having been destroyed by the Communists in the Soviet Era. Before WWII, the Lutheran population was more than 200,000. Today, it is around 20,000 persons. The Lutheran congregation in Priekule retains a strong German identity. 314

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūnas writes in the Resurgence of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania after the Soviet Era, "All Lithuanians love to sing and Lutherans extend this love for music to parish life. From the days of the Reformation the Lithuanian Lutheran Church has been a singing church. The great German hymns were all translated into Lithuanian, and hymns by Lithuanian Lutherans have been added to this treasury," During worship, we had opportunity to hear this rich musical heritage in the confirmation choir and in the hymnody. Confirmation Choir Sings During Worship Watch the video below to hear the Confirmation Choir sing.

yer_embedded&v=cJaM_CXaewk Pastor Petkuūnas preached on signs of the end of the world for the Second Sunday of Advent. After the sermon, the congregation sang, "Kelkitės, šlovingai aidi" (Wake, Awake for Night is Flying or Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme in German) by Philipp Nicolai. Listen to the first stanza in Lithuanian in the video below.

yer_embedded&v=g0Fc1u0WsgY The church is kept warm by an old wood or coal burning stove. Our visit to Priekulė was very pleasant. 315

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Daniel Johnson, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Juta Galkienė, Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūas You can read the Resurgence of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania after the Soviet Era here: Resurgence of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania After the Soviet Era --Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



Palanga Lutheran Church

Monday, December 05, 2011

We visited the almost completed Palanga Lutheran Church in Palanga, Lithuania. This project is a partnership between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania and the Iowa East District of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. The Palanga program began in 2003 and ground was broken in July 2005. The dedication for the completed building is planned for July 2012. Currently, the congregation in Palanga is worshiping in this house. There are

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. members in regular attendance on each Sunday. Pastor Darius Petkūnas said the congregation is eager to begin worshiping in the new building. The sanctuary will soon be finished and features an energy saving heating system. The pipe organ comes from Germany. Pastor Petkūnas explains how the sanctuary will be completed. Pastor Petkūnas standing in what will be the church study / library. Pastor Petkūnas shows us the living quarters in the church. The Lutheran church in Palanga will be a hub of activity for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania. The parish center will be a church, a deaconal center, and conference center. 317

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. - Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations -Posted using BlogPress from my iPhone



Restructuring Progress

Monday, December 05, 2011

318

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Thanks to everyone’s hard work, contributions and assistance, the restructuring process is moving along. After a year of highly detailed, broadly scoped, overall organizational change planning, we are moving to implement specific departmental plans focused around our new integrated approach to providing services to our districts, congregations and the Church at large. We are digging deep into each ministry and service unit work area to identify what is needed, what is working, what is not and what needs to be strengthened. Here are some highlights: • Positions descriptions for many staff members have been rewritten; although there are still a few more to be completed. • A directory of employee functions has been developed. The directory provides an abbreviated description of the current job functions for each employee of the program areas along with his or her title, phone extension and email address. This will help employees by clarifying each other’s roles and responsibilities and aid in getting work done.The valuable CNet (Change Network) group continues to meet and provide feedback and input to the restructuring process. • An internal Web page has been developed for employees that provides restructuring updates, information and resources. • The organizational chart was completed for the program areas, which includes the Office of National Mission, Office of International Mission, Pastoral Education, Communications and Fund Development. • The Communications department is finalizing its intake process for work assignments and projects that are requested of the department. This vital process will help to ensure that employee effort and work are coordinated and completed as efficiently as possible. • During the recent LCEF Leadership Conference in Raleigh, N.C., the Office of International Mission gathered together its leadership staff to discuss ways for working more closely together in the future. Agreements were made on roles and responsibilities in decision making and authority for program areas. • The Office of National Mission looks forward to a department planning retreat in December. • The Chart of Accounts has been completed. Testing and final revisions will be completed shortly. • Budget planning for 2013-2014 fiscal year is taking place under the new structure and with the new Chart of Accounts. The Office of International Mission is working to integrate the programs and budgets of the former LCMS World Mission and LCMS World Relief and Human Care departments into one budget with a focused effort on 319

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. accomplishing unified goals. Likewise, the Office of National Mission is integrating the budgets of the ministry units now gathered under its umbrella. The Fund Development and Communications departments are outlining plans for working with the other program areas to meet the needs identified for the next year. • The timetable for budget development has been established and our new departments will use the new Chart of Accounts to create their budgets. We look forward in the new fiscal year to financial reporting that will list the following: Office of International Mission, Office of National Mission, Communications, Fund Development, Pastoral Education and other main categories. • We look forward to posting and filling several key positions next year. • The Boards for National and International Mission are working hard to develop policies to guide the activities of their respective offices. Both boards’ policy subcommittees are working to draft these guidelines. Their meetings in September provided an opportunity to review many of the existing policies. More policies have been written and will be reviewed at their upcoming February 2012 meetings. • We look forward to the arrival of the Chief Mission Officer (CMO), Rev. Gregory Williamson. He arrives in St. Louis late this month and his first day at work is Jan 3. There is plenty of other work going on related to restructuring but these are the highlights. - Barb Below



Hill of Crosses (Kryžių kalnas) in Lithuania

Tuesday, December 06, 2011

Hill of Crosses, Near Šiauliai, in northern Lithuania 5 December 2011 After leaving Palanga, we drove toward Latvia for a meeting in Riga. Along the way in northern Lithuania, we stopped at the Hill of Crosses (Kryžių kalnas). Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūnas explained that after the fall of communism in Lithuania, people began to bring crosses to this hill. No one knows exactly why the practice of bringing crosses to this place began, but today it is estimated that there are over 200,000 crosses on the hill. 320

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūnas Speaking about the Hill of Crosses The plaque Dr. Petkūnas points to reads, "The Hill of Crosses is a unique place in terms of both its scale and its history. At present some 200,000 crosses of various sizes adorn the hill. By continually putting up crosses there people express their devotion to Christ, pray for his help and mercy, and identify Lithuania as a Christian land. The site is a reflection of the nation's spontaneous religiousness and is probably the place in Lithuania that is most often visited by pilgrims today. The Hill of Crosses gained immense significance in the lives of Lithuanian believers during the Soviet era as a sign of resistance to the totalitarian regime. After the re-establishment of independence new life has been breathed into the Hill of Crosses and it has become a symbol of the entire nation's unshakeable faith, its past suffering and hope. The Hill of Crosses gained fame throughout the world on 7 September 1993 when Pope John Paul II visited it and celebrated the Holy Mass for 100,000 people who gathered there. In 1994 a cross was put up on the site using the crucifix that Pope John Paul II gave to Lithuania. The cross blessed by Pope Benedict XVI was added in 2006. At the foot of the Hill of Crosses stands a Franciscan monastery built with the encouragement of Pope John Paul II and consecrated in 2000. The Feast of the Hill of Crosses, reinstated in 1997, draws large crowds each year on the last Sunday of July." Dr. Collver standing among the crosses Of the Hill of Crosses, Pope John Paul II said, "(...) Here where our ancestors in the faith witnessed, by their martyrdom even to the point of death, to the love with which Christ loved us. Here in this spot of the globe, in ancient Rome, I am thinking especially of the 'Hill of Crosses' in Lithuania, to which I made a pastoral visit last September. I was moved by that other Colosseum, not of Roman times, but a Colosseum of our age, of this last century..." Pope John Paul II continued, "I thought of those other Colosseums, so numerous, of those other "Hills of Crosses" that are on the other side, throughout European Russia, 321

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. throughout Siberia, so many Hills of Crosses so many Colosseums of modern times..." The Ten Commandments with an "Praise God! Not Graven Images." Pope John Paul II noted, "... at the end of the second millennium the Church has once again become the Church of martyrs. The persecutions of believers - priests, Religious and laity - has caused a great sowing of martyrdom in different parts of the world..." Looking Back Upon the Crosses The 20th century had more martyrs for Christ than any other century in the history of the world. Before the Communist Revolution in the early 20th century, Lutheranism was the second largest Christian confession in the Russian Empire after Orthodoxy. It was the third largest Christian confession in the world after Roman Catholicism and Orthodoxy. Before 1918, there were 220,000 Lutherans in Lithuania. Today, there are 20,000. Dr. Petkūnas in his book The Repression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania during the Stalinist Era details how Lutherans were persecuted more intently than Roman Catholics in Lithuania. The communist executed half of the Lutheran clergy in Lithuania. 322

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The Cover of Dr. Petkūnas' Book (A Link to the Book's Site in Lithuanian) Before the Communist Revolution, Latvia had over a million Lutherans. Today, there are about 400,000 professed Lutherans. Of those Lutherans in Latvia today, about 40,000 are active members. In Russia proper, the Volga Lutherans and the Lutherans in Siberia fled, were deported, exiled to the Gulag, or executed. These numbers reflect only the Lutherans and do not include other Christians persecuted such as Roman Catholics, Orthodox, and other Protestants. A Franciscan Monastery Resides at the base of the Hill of Crosses The Hill of Crosses in Lithuania serves as a good reminder of how the church was persecuted under Communism. It reminds how the 20th century martyred more Christians than any other era in the history of the world. During this Advent season, Jesus' words resound, "And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short." (Matthew 24:22) A Cross Placed for Babies Who Died Before Birth This cross was placed for babies who were never born due to abortion. 323

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Dr. Quill, Dr. Petkūnas and Pastor Johnson We departed the Hill of Crosses singing the hymn, "Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow" (Lutheran Service Book 428). Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, Where the blood of Christ was shed, Perfect man on thee did suffer, Perfect God on thee hast bled. -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



Who Is A Missionary?

Wednesday, December 07, 2011

NOTE: Because different church bodies have different definitions of what a missionary is, the LCMS frequently receives questions from partner and sister churches regarding who the LCMS considers to be a missionary. The article below is an attempt to help answer that question for partner and sister churches, but also may serve to be helpful for others as well. Who is a missionary? It seems at first glance to be a simple question to answer. Yet upon more thought, the answer becomes more difficult. One of the dictionary definitions of a missionary is “a person who undertakes a mission”—not the most helpful of definitions. While there are some secular usages of the term, the word “missionary” is most frequently associated with the work of Christians in spreading the Gospel of Jesus. In a sense, every Christian is a missionary in their vocation, but there is a more specialized usage that the church generally recognizes. The word “missionary” first appeared in English around the 17th century. It comes from the Latin missio which means “to send.” Missio is a translation of the Greek apostéllō, from which we get the word “apostle.” The Apostles were sent out by Jesus. One of the keys to understanding both the Biblical and 324

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. churchly use of “missionary” is that it is a person under orders and sent out by the Lord through the church. In The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, the 2010 Handbook refers to missionaries as “ordained” or “commissioned.” (2010 Handbook, Bylaw 4.4.3b, pg. 193.) This would seem to imply that “missionaries” of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are either pastors or teachers. Indeed, since the beginning of the Synod’s foreign mission work at the very end of the 19th century, both pastors and teachers were the primary workers sent into the mission field. This is appropriate as the Witness (Martyria) task of the church in a public way is carried out by pastors through preaching and teaching, and in other pastoral care settings. Teachers who provide religious instruction and an example of the Christian life to their students also carry it out. The establishment of Lutheran schools on the mission field has assisted and supported the church’s task of Witness (Martyria). However, even in the early days of the Synod’s foreign mission work, the people “sent” were not limited to pastors and teachers, but included other professionals who provided assistance and support to the work done by the pastors and teachers. For instance, in the Synod’s mission work to India (1890s) and Nigeria (1930s) the pastors and teachers who were sent quickly saw the need to show Mercy (Diakonia) to the people they were serving. Within a year of arrival, the pastors in Nigeria requested the services of a physician and a nurse to provide care for the body. In India, the missionaries established hospitals that are still in use today! Just as the Lord Jesus cared for the body by feeding and healing, so, too, does His Church. Yet these physicians and nurses sent to the mission field were not necessarily ordained or commissioned. Nonetheless, the church considered them missionaries because they were sent with the authorization of the church to support the Witness (Martyria) of the church by providing Mercy (Diakonia). The care of the body also provided the physicians and nurses the opportunity to share the faith with others as they carried out their primary task of Mercy (Diakonia). With the development of modern jet aircraft in the 1960s and a greater discretionary income, it became easier for people to travel to once distant lands. This development afforded the possibility of incorporating other people onto the mission field who could further support the work of gospel proclamation. To alleviate the missionaries (now pastors, teachers, doctors and nurses) of the burden of financial matters and administration, business managers were sent onto the field to support the work of the church’s Witness (Martyria) and Mercy (Diakonia). Eventually, other needs and opportunities presented themselves, such as the desire for instruction in the English language. While not always a direct witness to the Gospel, teaching English as a Foreign Language with Christian materials permitted the opportunity to enter otherwise closed countries. In some cases, this allowed for the later formation of a church in a closed country. It also provided the opportunity for nearly any English-speaking Lutheran to serve overseas. Once again, the teaching of English is in service to the church’s Witness (Martyria), and not a replacement. Again, a mark of distinction for these other workers is that they were sent by the church. So back to the question, “Who is a missionary?” The key is that missionaries are sent by the Lord through the mediation of His Church. While the names and position titles have changed over the years, this is how the church has always done mission, even back to the time of the Apostles when Saint Paul first brought along Luke as a physician. A missionary for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is a person called, that is, ordained or commissioned, or appointed (medical personnel, business, administrative, or other 325

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. worker) by the appropriate sending agency (the Board for International Mission) who is sent to bear Witness (Martyria) to the Gospel of Jesus, to show Mercy (Diakonia), or to support those who do as we have a Life Together (koinonia). -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



Riga Latvia

Wednesday, December 07, 2011

Archbishop Vanags and Dr. Collver in the Archbishop's Office After visiting the Lutheran church in Lithuania, we continued to Riga to meet with Archbishop Vanags and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. Archbishop Vanags discussed some of the challenges facing the Lutheran church in Latvia, in particular the secularism and consumerism that filled the vacuum left after the fall of communism. Before 1918, a little more than 50% of the population of Latvia was Lutheran. Today, there are about 440,000 Lutherans in Lativa. Around 10% (or 40,000) of those who profess to be Lutheran in Latvia attend church on a regular basis. Another challenge facing Latvia is the current economic conditions. Many Latvians have left Latvia for countries such as the United Kingdom. Many parish congregations are completely vacant because there are few or even no people left in some of the villages. Drs. Quill and Evanson, Archbishop Vanags, and Dr. Collver Archbishop Vanags, who also serves as the rector of the Luther Academy, took the opportunity of our visit to discuss theological education needs. He described to Dr. Evanson, LCMS Theological Education Advisor for the Baltics, and Dr. Quill, LCMS Director of Theological Education, the need for ongoing training for pastors particularly in the areas of preaching and pastoral theology. Archbishop Vanags explained that with the near elimination of the church under communism few people remember or have direct experience with how pastors are to provide for their people. 326

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Drs. Quill, Didzis Stilve, Evanson, and Collver in front of the Luther Academy Dr. Didzis Stilve provided us with a tour of the Luther Academy. In his office, he described the challenges involved in making the Luther Academy an accredited educational institution in Latvia. He explained that under Latvian law the professors are required to speak Latvian. This highlighted the necessity of President Harrison's desire to open LCMS seminaries to international students for advanced training so that they can return to their own countries and provide high quality theological education. Outside of the Luther Academy Building Archbishop Vanags explicitly mentioned how delighted he was that the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod had adopted Witness, Mercy, Life Together as her emphasis. Archbishop Vanags said, "At a recent meeting of the consistory, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia adopted the same three-fold emphasis of martyria, diakonia, koinonia although we call it something slightly different." The visit to Riga, Latvia, was very brief, but important. Now we travel to Bishkek, the capital of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations Some Photos from Riga: 327

Witness, Mercy, Life Together.



Pearl Harbor

Wednesday, December 07, 2011

We remember on this day, 70 years ago, when the Japanese attacked the United States naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. On December 7, 1941, the country was devastated by the surprise attack by the Japanese, the loss of 1,177 crewmen of the USS Arizona Battleship, and the many more who were injured. A year after the attack, in December 1942, the Lutheran Witness remembered the event and included this telegram message sent two days after the attack. The message was sent from Pres. Behnken to the President of the United States. In the telegram, Pres. Behnken shares this message: "We, the President and Vice-Presidents of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other states, in session in Chicago, assure you of our prayers in this hour of national emergency cause by the treacherous attack of the enemy, and on the basis of Romans, chapter thirteen, pledge to you the loyal support of our people in the defense of our country. " - J.W. Behnken, President of Synod 328

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Gracious God and Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to bring us heavenly peace. Yet we are reminded on this anniversary of the Pearl Harbor attacks that violence and conflict still rage among Your children on earth. Grant that we all may live together in unity and peace, and let all hatred and ill will be remembered no more. Give us that peace which the world cannot give, and grant us grace that, delivered from all conflict and strife, we may live in harmony and safety and finally, having gained the eternal rest of the saints in glory, may praise and bless, worship and glorify You forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen -Barb Below



Together We Can

Thursday, December 08, 2011

The concept is simple. By working together we can do more than we could do individually. This is the underlying concept in my family’s often used motto: “many hands make for light work.” Lutheran Services in America has used this tagline for many years. Google “Together We Can” and you’ll find the tagline is used by many not-for-profit organizations, for-profit businesses and advocacy groups for fundraising campaigns, community events and other kinds of activities meant to bring people together around a common goal. When President Harrison’s transition team first began its restructuring work, it felt to me like we stood looking at a huge mountain that needed to be moved. It is clear to me that the “critical moments” of the restructuring effort so far have happened when tasks, projects and goals were tackled by a group rather than the efforts of one person. The transition team, the Restructuring Work Group, the Change Network, the Administrative Team, the Operations Team, each department, various teams within the departments and all the participants in the National Mission Conference held in September 2011 are just a few of the examples of people joining together to solve a problem, consider next steps and “move the mountain” a few inches. I ran across an older video on the Internet that is a great visual of the power of “Together We Can.” “Together We Can” is powerful, proactive, inspiring, energizing and often absolutely mind blowing. Watch this video and see what these people did together. -Barb Below



Toward a Biblical Theology of Mercy

Thursday, December 08, 2011

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy... (Jesus, in Matthew 5:7). Considering our Synod’s emphasis on “Witness, Mercy and Life Together,” questions are sometimes raised whether “mercy” is an appropriate term for the center of such a trilogy. Would “service” or “compassion” be better terms? Whatever the term used, the Church’s activity of caring for the needs of hurting people, is a fruit of faith, a necessary part of 329

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. sanctification. Our good works are not necessary for our salvation (God doesn’t need them – He’s already done everything for us in Christ), but they are necessary for our neighbor. In this way, the Church as Christ’s body, with Christ as Head, becomes the arms, the hands, the feet, the mouth of Christ in the world, for the sake of the world. In May of 2011, the Synod through LCMS World Relief/Human Care sent several of its members to Latvia to hold conferences on divine mercy for diakonic workers in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. The undersigned was privileged to bring a keynote address, “Toward a Theology of Mercy,” for the gatherings. Reproduced here is a shortened version of that effort. Far from being original, this paper is based quite heavily on the work of President Matthew Harrison (while he was Executive Director of LCMS World Relief and Human Care) in Theology for Mercy, published by LCMS World Relief and Human Care in 2004 and 2010. Each of these three, Witness, Mercy and Life Together, flows out from the cross of Christ through the Church, for the sake of the world. When one of these is absent, or weak, the others are diminished as well. Strengthening one will also strengthen the other two. So the Church bears witness to Christ by preaching repentance and forgiveness of sins in His name (the church’s primary calling). In so doing, we are called into the fellowship of (life together with) our Lord Jesus! Alive in Christ, and united with Him, the Church also has a life of mercy and service, our diakonia, both individually and corporately. The Church’s work of mercy flows from all the Triune God has done for those who are baptized into the Triune name. Ten basic points follow to illustrate: 1) The Holy Trinity – Diakonia has its source in the Holy Trinity. Our work of mercy actually begins in the divine relationships of the Godhead. The Son is begotten of the Father from eternity. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, and points back to the Son. These Trinitarian relationships are acts of love continuing from all eternity. Therefore, God is love. God seeks to love. In Christ, this restless divine love is sent forth to find its object, from the Garden of Eden (“Adam, where are you?”), down to the present day (John 3:16). Likewise, that divine love, dwelling in our hearts by faith, cannot do anything else but express itself in mercy to those in need. Thus, mercy ultimately begins with the Holy Trinity, for those who know and believe in Father, Son and Holy Spirit, must grow to be merciful. 1 John 4:7-8 – Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son... Luke 6:36 – Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 1 John 3:16-17 – If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. Romans 12:1,8 – Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. ... He who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Jude 21-22 – Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. Be merciful to those who doubt. Matthew Shouldn’t you have had mercy upon your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you? James 3:17 – But the wisdom that comes from heaven is ... full of mercy. 2) The Incarnation – Diakonic love in the Holy Trinity is made most real in the incarnation 330

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and the humiliation of Christ. In Jesus Christ, the eternal God becomes man, takes on our human flesh. He becomes one with us and completely identifies Himself with sinful humanity. This happened so that Christ might have mercy upon his “brothers” (Hebrews 2:17). Having the mind of Christ, the Church is likewise called to identify with and humbly serve those in need. Of course, the Church cares for her own, but just as God’s love in the incarnation of Christ is for all, and seeks all, so as we have opportunity, the Church is called to do good to all, because all have been redeemed in Christ (2 Corinthians 9:1011; Galatians 6:10). As the Church proclaims Christ, so the Church serves in the name of Christ. Matthew 20:28 – The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. Luke 22:24-27 – And there arose a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be the greatest. And Jesus aid to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who have authority over them are called ‘Benefactors.’ But not so with you, but let him who is greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the servant. For who is greater, the one who reclines at table, or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves. Hebrews 2:17 – For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Matthew 25:31ff - ...when did we see you hungry... thirsty... sick or in prison? Philippians 2 – [To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the bishops and deacons...1:1] If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ... then make my joy complete by being like-minded, have the same love, being one in spirit and in purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ, who... Galatians have opportunity, let us do good to all... 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 – Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 3) Universal Atonement – “God desires all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Christian service and love flow from the fact that Christ has atoned for all the sins of all people. “He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf” (2 Corinthians 5:15). “The Father has decreed from eternity that whomever he would save, he would save through Christ,” our Lutheran confession tells us, “as Christ Himself says, ‘no one comes to the Father but by me,’ (John 14:6), and again, ‘I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be saved’ (John 10:9)” (Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration XI, 66). Without Christ, and outside of faith in Christ, works of mercy become merely secular, and could be done by any group in society. But with the Church’s work of mercy, this fundamental truth of the Bible, that Christ alone is the way of salvation – this is what makes the work come alive with the love of Christ. Every human being needs the love of Christ. Every human being has been redeemed by the death of Christ. That means that every human life is equally valuable to God and thus also to His Church. That’s because 331

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. every human being has a value beyond measure for Christ shed his infinitely precious blood for every human being. See 1 Peter 1:18-19. Because everyone needs Christ, and because Christ has atoned for the sins of all, the Church as Christ’s body is called to be a merciful community for the sake of all. Tragically, not all come to faith. Not all receive the benefits of Christ’s death, but still, he has atoned for the sins of all, and His mercy is for all. And for all who are Baptized, these benefits of Christ’s universal atonement, washed over us, bring forth a life released for loving service. Romans 11:32; 12:1 – For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy upon them all... Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices. Romans 3:23 – All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 5:12ff – Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin... Therefore as one trespass led to condemnation for all me, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. Romans know that the old self was crucified with Christ... that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. Present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. Romans 7:6 – But now we are released from the law... so that we serve in the new life of the Spirit. Romans 12:4ff – For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having gifts that differ... let us use them ... if service, in our serving (diakonia). 4) Forgiveness Begets Mercy – The Good News of salvation in Christ crucified and raised from the dead brings forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. People who receive these gifts of grace are led by the Spirit of God to be merciful. The merciful washing of baptism produces merciful living (Romans 7:4-6). In absolution, the merciful word of forgiveness leads to merciful speaking and living (Matthew 18:21ff). In the Lord’s Supper, Christ gives Himself to us in His body and blood, that we might give ourselves to our neighbor (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 1 Corinthians 12:12-26). Our confession, in the Apology, says, “Repentance ought to produce good fruits ... [for example] the greatest possible generosity to the poor” (Apology XII.174). Romans 7:4-6 – So, my brothers, you also died to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. Now by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and NOT in the old way of the written code. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 – Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a participation in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a participation in the body of Christ? Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of one bread. 5) Christ’s Example – Christ’s example of love for the whole person remains our highest example for life in this world, and for the care of the needy in both body and soul. When Christ walked this earth visibly, His giving of Himself combined both the forgiveness of sins and acts of mercy, care and healing. Christ gave His Gospel of forgiveness to be 332

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. preached to all. Christ left His Supper as the feast of His body and blood for forgiveness, life and salvation. Our faith in these promises also bears fruit in works of mercy for others. On the last day, Christ will show these works by saying, “whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done it for Me...” (Matthew 25). For wherever Christ was present to disperse the gifts of the Kingdom, He did so in word and deed, speaking and acting. We believe the Church is called to do the same. Luke 5:17-26 – Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and walk”? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins, I tell you, get up! Luke 9:2ff – He sent them [the twelve] out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 6) A Corporate Life of Mercy – Therefore, mercy is an essential part of the Church’s life together as the body of Christ. He is the Head. All who believe and are baptized into Christ are members of His body. So “when one member of the body suffers, all suffer” (1 Corinthians 12:26). That’s why the Church set apart the seven deacons in Acts 6 to make sure all the widows were cared for. That’s why St. Paul gathered a collection in the Gentile churches to help the suffering saints in Jerusalem. Because the Church is one body under Christ as Head. This means that works of mercy are not only the responsibility of the individual believer, but also of the Church as Church, as the body of Christ, as congregation and as Synod. Both proclamation and works of love – often done together – are part of the plan of God to make known His plan of love for all. Ephesians 1:9-10 – He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His purpose, which He set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth. Ephesians 3:10 – so that through the Church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known... Ephesians 4:15-16 – Rather speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. In Baptism, our Lord makes us His body. In the Holy Supper, our Lord feeds His body. Our works of mercy then flow from the sacramental life of the Church and become a living out into the world what happens in the divine liturgy. Brought into the body, we receive mercy from Christ Himself, in Baptism, in Absolution and in the Supper. And this mercy we have received must overflow into the lives of others. James 2:14ff – What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? James 3:17 – But the wisdom that comes from heaven is full of mercy. Romans died to sin. Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? ... So, my brothers, you also died to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. Now by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve [diakonia!] in the new way of the Spirit, and NOT in the old 333

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. way of the written code. Matthew 18:21ff – You wicked servant, he said, I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you? 1 Corinthians 10:17 – Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of one loaf. 1 Corinthians 12:12ff – For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks and were all given one Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but of many... If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 7) The Lutheran Confessions – Our Lutheran Confessions assume that the Church will have a corporate life of mercy and repeatedly state that the work of diakonic love is an essential part of the Church’s life. The Treatise (80-82) speaks of the proper use of the alms given by believers “for the support of ministers, the promotion of education, the care of the poor...” In the Apology, the “distribution of alms by the Corinthians was a holy work” (Ap IV.192), and the monasteries that did not properly use the alms given by the saints are taken to task (Ap XXVII.5ff). Our works of mercy also become a wonderful expression of the Church’s essential unity (see also 2 Corinthians 9:12-14), as we read in our confession: Smalcald Articles II.4.9 – “Therefore, the church cannot be better ruled and preserved than if we all live under one head, Christ, and all the bishops – equal according to the office (although they may be unequal in their gifts) keep diligently together in unity of teaching, faith, sacraments, prayer and works of love, etc.” 8) As Broad as the Need of the Neighbor – The vocation (calling by God) to live in love and mercy is as broad as the need of the neighbor. Baptized into the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:1-10) we use the gifts God has given in service to the neighbor. Together, as baptized members of the body of Christ, we are united with one another in Christ, as Head of the Body. Together, we are Christ’s hands, His feet, His mouth in the world, but what we do in service to the neighbor is determined by the need of the neighbor. Matthew 25:31ff – Where did we see you hungry, thirsty, naked? Micah 6:8 – What does the LORD require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. (Addressed to all Israel). Matthew 9:13 – It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. God and learn what this means: I desire mercy and not sacrifice. Matthew 5:7 – Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Luke 10:37 – The expert in the law replied, “the one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” Acts [Cornelius] and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. ... Cornelius stared at him in fear, “What is it Lord?” he asked. The angel answered, “your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering to God.” Acts 9:36 – In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha who was always doing god and helping the poor. 1 Corinthians 16:1 – Now about the collection for God’s people... Acts 11:28 – The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. Romans 15:26 – For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the 334

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 2 Corinthians 8:1ff – We want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian Churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. At the present time your plenty will supply what they need. So in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Acts 24:17 – After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor and to present offerings. In order to meet these needs, Christ not only gives a wide variety of gifts to His body, He also calls a wide variety of people, of members of His body, to many different varieties of service, in and through the Church. Here are some of the possibilities active in our churches: - pastoral concern for the needy - spiritual care of people in various hospitals and institutions - chaplains for those in prison - service as a deacon or deaconess - service as a parish nurse, and other medical disciplines - adoption services and services to homeless people, the care of the poor and all manner of managerial vocations - the simple caring works that one or more baptized believers do for the sake of others, serving on Christ’s behalf, “the least of these” - many more particular situations where Christians are called to care for others in mercy. These callings are flexible and are determined by the needs surrounding the church (as in Acts 6). Here we simply say that, within the Church and in connection with the Church’s mission to reach out to others, proclamation of the Gospel, faith, worship and care for those in need ought always come together. For the call to mercy is as broad as the need of the neighbor. 9) Beyond Members of the Church – The Church’s work of mercy also extends beyond those in the Church. Just as the Gospel itself reaches beyond the Church and is intended for all, love for the neighbor cannot and must not be limited only to those in the fellowship of the orthodox Lutheran faith. In following the apostolic command to “do good to all, especially those of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10) the Church will care for the faithful. But the Church’s work of mercy will also reach beyond itself according to the needs around it and the level of resources God has given. Works of love will often prepare the way for the Gospel to be proclaimed. • In so doing, we may cooperate with others, where this can be done without compromising the Gospel, to meet human need. In free societies, the Church will, under God’s left-hand kingdom, serve within the community to be a voice for justice and an advocate for the helpless. 10) The Whole Person – Proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments are always primary (Christian fellowship – κοινωνια – is always in the Church’s marks, another primary topic in itself) but the Church’s God-given work of mercy demonstrates and “puts a face on,” so to speak, the love of God for the whole person. People are created by God as body and soul. This unity – though temporarily interrupted by temporal death – will continue in a physical eternity, after the resurrection on the last day. We believe in “the resurrection of the body,” both for Christ and for us. Christ came 335

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. as a human being, body and soul, to redeem all, body and soul. This is why the Church’s concern is for the whole person. We proclaim the Gospel of forgiveness by grace through faith for the sake of Christ to heal the whole person spiritually. We also seek to help with physical needs because that is what Christ intended now, and because one day Christ will raise both soul and body together in the resurrection. The miracles done by Christ to care for people testified to His person and work as the Savior from sin. But they also point ahead to a fully healed future, a future that will be made perfect in the resurrection. So today, mercy in the life of the Church must bear witness to Christ’s Gospel, and Christ’s promise to come again to heal us, body and soul, the whole person. Conclusion It cannot be otherwise. Proclamation of the Gospel and mercy for the needy belong together, just as faith and love cannot be separated. We are saved by faith alone, Luther taught us, but faith is never alone. It also brings forth works of love. Once more, our confession, The proclamation of the Gospel produces faith in those who receive the Gospel. They call upon God... They do good works on account of the glory of Christ. In this way the name of the Lord becomes great among the nations (Apology XXIV.32). + Herbert Mueller The Feast of St. Ambrose, 2011

LCMS Representatives Meet with Lithuanian and



Belarusian Pastors

Thursday, December 08, 2011

By Rev. Dr. Darius Petkūnas “Ten years ago the Lithuanian Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod entered into full pulpit and altar fellowship and this fellowship has already proved very fruitful in many areas of our church life,” stated Bishop Mindaugas Sabutis in a Vilnius meeting with Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, director of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) church relations and assistant to LCMS President Matthew Harrison who officially visited the Lithuanian church on behalf of President Harrison. Included also in the visit on December 3, 2011 was a seminar with Lithuanian and Belarusian pastors. Bishop Sabutis put special emphasis on the important relationship of the Lithuania Church with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belarus. He noted that in the centuries immediately following the Reformation the Lutheran Church in Belarus was a part the Lithuanian Lutheran Church. The situation changed after the Russian Revolution when Lithuania became an independent nation and Belarus was swallowed up by the Soviet 336

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Union. During this period the Belarusian Church suffered greatly and only those congregations in Polish territory were able to survive until 1939, when western Belarus also fell under soviet domination. In 1990’s after the collapse of the Soviet Union Belarusian congregations were reorganized and were administered by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia and Other States (ELCROS). For doctrinal reasons the Belarusian congregations found this arrangement to be unsatisfactory. They wanted an independent church with a strong commitment to the Lutheran confessions. They formed an independent Lutheran Church in Belarus. At the 2011 synod of the Lithuanian Church the Belarusian Church signed an agreement of collaboration with the Lithuanian Lutheran Church and put itself under the pastoral leadership of Bishop Sabutis, although by law the Belarusian Church must remain administratively independent. Presentations at the seminar were given by Dr. Collver, who spoke on the trials and hardships faced by the Christian church through the ages and down to the present time, using 1 Corinthians as his model. Pastor Daniel Johnson of Marshalltown, Iowa spoke on the liturgy and its relation to catechesis in Lutheran congregations. Also participating were Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, newly appointed Director of Theological Education for LCMS International Mission and Dr. Charles Evanson, newly appointed LCMS Theological Education Advisor in the Baltic States. Dr. Evanson is already well acquainted with church life in the Baltic Churches. He has held numerous pastoral seminars in both Lithuania and Latvia and for several years served on the Faculty for Evangelical Theology at the University of Klaipeda, Lithuania, and at the Luther Academy in Riga, Latvia. Pastor Wladimir Meyerson of Bobruijsk, acting bishop of the Belarusian Lutheran Church, and Pastor Sergej Heil of Lida spoke of the current situation in the Belarusian parishes and the church’s theological education needs. Pastor Meyerson noted that although the Belarusian Church has only 11 congregations and 3,000 members, it is a vibrant and growing church, anxious to remain firm in its scriptural and confessional commitment. He stated that the Belarusian Lutheran Church has been officially recognized by the Belarusian government, and that the state recognizes the historic role of Lutheranism in Belarus and is supportive of the church’s work. Pastor Heil spoke about the educational needs of the clergy and congregations and the need for the adoption of a common liturgy based upon the old liturgical tradition as found in the 1897 St. Petersburg Agenda. Linguistic and other necessary corrections are currently under consideration in preparation for the publication of a new worship book, he stated. After the seminar Bishop Sabutis and Lithuanian and Belarusian pastors met together with Dr. Collver to discuss the needs and concerns of the churches and the implementation of assistance programs. Dr. Collver assured both churches of the commitment of the LCMS to provide educational and other support for their ongoing 337

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. ministries. - Collver, Director of Church Relations using BlogPress from my iPhone Location:Vilnius, Lithuania



Kyrgyzstan Trip

Saturday, December 10, 2011

Today on our last day in Kyrgyzstan, we were able to travel to villages nearby Bishkek. The mountains provided a beautiful view. Some of the Russians who lived in Bishkek before the fall of communism told us that the hillsides had thousands of sheep tended by Kyrgyz on collective farms. After communism fell, the Kyrgyz moved into the cities, where there is high unemployment. The mountains are not always visible from Bishkek due to smog. A short ways outside of the city, there is great natural beauty. In a village not far from the stream pictured above, fresh trout were for sale. The scenery that we saw was not intentional, rather it was the view from the car window as we traveled from Bishkek to the outlying villages. Along the way, we visited a national monument called "Father's Cemetery." Buried here are people who died during the Soviet revolution. This was first constructed around 2001. Within the past couple of months another monument (pictured above) was constructed to commemorate those who died in the May 2010 uprising. This monument shows how people were murdered during the Soviet revolution with their arms bound behind their backs. Pictured above is a Russian Orthodox church in a Kyrgyz village. Most people in Kyrgyzstan would like for only two religions to exist: Russian Orthodox and Islam. Most government officials are muslim. Because of this fact, other religious view points face great scrutiny and persecution. Other religious groups can legally exist but with strict regulation. If these other groups attract too much attention, they face additional attention by local officials. 338

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. A mosque in a Kyrgyz village. In 1993, there was one mosque in Bishkek. Today, there are more than 2,500 mosques in the surrounding territory. A local restaurant in Bishkek, where we ate dinner. This restaurant did not accept credit card for payment, however, the waitresses used Apple iPod Touches to place the order in the kitchen and to tally the bill. The Shumkar Hotel where we stayed in Bishkek was named after a southern mountain range in Kyrgyzstan. The hotel offered swimming facilities. Unfortunately, none of us were into polar bear swimming. A view from my hotel window. The mountains at dusk. We arrived and departed from the Manas International Airport around 4 am. The trip to Kyrgyzstan went well and I hope to return again. 339
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Day in the Life of A Partner Church in Siberia

Sunday, December 11, 2011

Saint Mary's Lutheran Church in Tomsk While waiting in the airport in Istanbul, Turkey, I had the opportunity to watch a video titled, "The Other Half of the Truth." The video describes how the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC), a partner church of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, has a Life Together while she engages in acts of Witness and Mercy among the people of Siberia. Bishop Lytkin noted that while the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church is a small church, her parishes cover perhaps the largest territory in the world. If you are interested in seeing how a partner church works on a day to day basis, this video is well worth your time. The video is noteworthy both for the story it tells and for its production quality. It also prominently features LCMS Missionary, Rev. Alan Ludwig, who works in Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia. You can read about Rev. Alan Ludwig's work in Siberia on his blog. You can support Rev. Alan Ludwig's work by clicking here. -- Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations



“It All Begins With Repentance!”

Monday, December 12, 2011

[Sermon preached in the International Center Chapel, December 9, 2011, on the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Advent, Mark 1:1-8.] Mark 1:4 simply states: John appeared. That’s it. John appeared, baptizing in the 341

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. wilderness, and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Suddenly, it seems, there he is. Sent by God to prepare the way of the Lord. To point to Christ and say, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” The Baptism of John pointed forward to the baptism to come in the Lord Jesus, pointed forward to the death and resurrection of Jesus, like the last Old Testament sign. Our Sacrament of Baptism today both points to Jesus and actually brings Jesus to us today, in His death and resurrection. As the Scripture says, you were buried by baptism into the death of Jesus, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we also might walk in newness of life. In both cases, it all begins with repentance. That’s because the Church really has only one thing to give – the Spirit in the Word of God to work repentance for the forgiveness of sins. But what does it mean to repent? And who are the ones who really need to repent? Who need to turn around? To turn away from sin? Isn’t repentance really only for the ones who have been REALLY bad? We understand the need for a criminal to repent and to show some kind of remorse. In fact, we look for it, and are disappointed when we do not see it. But for those of us who have been in church all our lives? Do we really need to repent? YES! John proclaims. YES! Jesus will say, just a few verses later. There is no other way to receive the forgiveness of sins or to enter into the Kingdom of God. The Spirit of God comes to rule in our hearts and lives only in THIS way: bringing true repentance and faith. Friends, in preparation on this text, I tried to look for a new angle on repentance, something to jazz it up, so to speak. But there is no new angle. It is simply this same old thing of recognizing that, when we talk about the problems of the world, when we talk about the evils of our society, those problems and those evils are not only “out there” but also “in here,” in my heart, in your heart. Whatever your struggles or faults or failings, to repent is simply to admit, and to say to whomever needs to hear it, including God: What I did was wrong. I am sorry. I need to be forgiven. I need what God gives in Jesus. I need the mercy of God in the cross of Christ. I cannot go on without it. You have heard that, in the first of his 95 Theses, Martin Luther wrote that, “When our Lord Jesus said, ‘Repent,’ He willed that the entire life of the Christian should be one of repentance.” That means, we recognize everything we have, and everything we have ever done, has been corrupted by our sin. And that we see the forgiveness of sins Christ has come to bring, and we say, YES! I need that, because I am a sinner. When Christ comes giving peace for our hearts and minds, to repent is to say, “YES, I worry lots of times. I need the peace He brings.” When I feel weak, that I’m not going to be able to make it, to repent is to say, “YES, I need HIS strength.” When I am sick, to say, “I need His healing.” To repent is to say, “I know I am dying, so I need the only One who gives life.” 342

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Actually, at it’s most basic, to repent is simply to live every day in our Baptism! Every day to die to sin, and rise to new life with God in the Lord Jesus. It is to remember finally, and above all, that Jesus came for sinners. He didn’t come for the good people, because there are none. So we can stop pretending we’re better than others. Jesus came for sinners. Sinners like you, and like me. The great joy of being a baptized believer, is the joy of of living with fellow repentant sinners. The joy of telling one another and anyone else who will listen, Here it is! Here is the forgiveness of sins! It’s here in the Lord Jesus! Here in the Word of God proclaimed to you. Here in the water of Baptism connected to the Word of God and poured out over you. Here also whenever you remember and return to your baptism, confessing your sins and hearing the Word of forgiveness and absolution. The greatest joy of a pastor is to be able to say, as one sinner to another, “God has put away your sin. You are forgiven! Here it is! In Jesus, God nailed up to the cross, it’s FOR YOU!” I was only ten years old when I heard it, but it is a sermon I will never forget. My father was preaching his first sermon in a new congregation. How should he begin to work with that new parish? What should he say? His text was the story in 2 Kings 7 when the Syrian Army, the enemies of God’s people, had the city surrounded. The people were starving. The prophet Elisha one day received a promise from God that the very next day there would be food enough for all. That night, there were four beggars, lepers sitting just outside the gates of the city, who were debating among themselves whether they should try to go into the city and die, or give themselves up to the enemy and die. When they decided to go into the enemy camp, much to their surprise, they discovered that the Lord had sent a great fear among the enemy soldiers and that they had all run away in the night, leaving behind all sorts of food and clothes and everything else. At first the beggars were scooping it all up for themselves. But then, they said to one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news. If we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come; let us go and tell [this good news]. (2 Kings 7:9). So the theme and gist of my father’s message that day was this – As a pastor, I am among you as one beggar, telling other beggars where to find food. That’s what a pastor does. He’s one sinner, among other sinners, giving out the forgiveness of sins. And he gets to do it publicly, on behalf of all, giving it out as he baptizes, as he distributes Christ’s body and blood, as he preaches and teaches. But each of you, baptized into Christ, have that privilege in your vocation, wherever God has placed you, in all your relationships, to show people Jesus... To be the beggar who tells people, left and right and all over: Here’s the food! Here’s the greatest treasure there is! Here’s Jesus! And through it all, KNOW THIS. If you are a sinner, if you know you are a dying beggar, to repent and believe the Gospel is simply to give up all your sins to Jesus, because He 343
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Reflections on Theological Education in



International Mission

Thursday, December 15, 2011

Today's post on Theological Education somes to us from a guest contributor, Dr. Timothy Quill. Reflections on Theological Education in International Mission By Dr. Timothy C. J. Quill, Director of Theological Education, LCMS Office of International Mission and Dean of International Studies, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne Since being appointed as Director of Theological Education for the LCMS Office of International Mission in July, my new responsibilities have taken me to Papua New Guinea, South Africa, Kenya, Nigeria, Hong Kong, China Mainland, Taiwan, Lithuania, Latvia and Kyrgyzstan. On these trips I met with partner church seminary faculties, bishops, presidents and LCMS missionaries who are involved in theological education. Although I have been traveling extensively throughout the world for the past fifteen years as Dean of International Studies at Concordia Theological Seminary, the last six months has been cause for renewed reflection on the shape of theological education around the world. First of all the visits have given me a deepened appreciation for the missionaries who at great personal sacrifice have gone before us. They endured extreme hardship with faith 344

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. and courage in order to bring the light of Christ into some of the world’s most remote regions and to cultures alien to our own—and they planted Lutheran Churches. They had to learn a new language so they could preach Christ and the Gospel into the ears of the people. Next they translated the Small Catechism and the Bible. And they translated the Liturgy and hymnody so they could “sing the Gospel into the ears,” as Bishop Obare has so eloquently phrased it in the Preface to the new Swahili Hymnbook of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya. As Director of Theological Education, my attention has been focused on Lutheran seminaries, however, I was repeatedly struck by the way in which the first missionaries also built hospitals and Christian schools alongside churches and seminaries. It was a comprehensive mission strategy in which witness, mercy and life together were integrated in a very natural and effective way. LCMS missionaries first set foot in Papua New Guinea in the 1949. They trekked on foot from the coast into the rugged mountains of the untamed Enga province of the central highlands. All earthly possession had to be carried by the missionaries and their porters. 345

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The missionaries build churches and a seminary to prepare pastors. They also build Lutheran schools, hospitals and medical clinics. Today the majority of the leadership of the government of the Enga Province, including the Governor himself, are Lutherans who were educated in Lutheran schools. When I departed PNG from the international airport in Port Moresby, I inadvertently met the PNG ambassador to the United States. When he heard that I was a Lutheran, he admitted that he was a Seventh Day Adventist, but he proudly added, “I was educated in your Lutheran schools in the Enga Province.” Today Bishop Nicodemus and the leaders of the Guitnius Lutheran Church have asked the LCMS to send professors to help restore their Seminary and pre-seminary Bible Schools which have fallen in to disrepair. They want their pastors to be as well educated as possible to meet the many challenges facing the church today. At the same time the Lutheran clergy have joined forces with Lutheran in government position to appeal to the LCMS to once again sent Lutheran teachers to their schools. For a mission church to grow into a strong, self-sustaining church it requires well trained pastors and theologians as well as educated laity who can support the church financially. The approach to mission undertaken by the first trailblazing missionaries that combined church, seminary, schools and medicine demonstrated great wisdom. 346

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. The same picture emerged on my trip to Nigeria for the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria on September Jonathon Ekong came to the United States to obtain a theological education and to search for a church that was willing to send missionaries to the Ibesikpo people—“A Church Body that would teach the Word of God in its purity and also help in establishing good schools for them.”[1] The Lord led Jonathan Ekong to the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and to the Lutheran Churches of the Synodical Conference. [1] A Short History of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria (Obot Idim, P.A. Uyo: The Lutheran Press, 1986), 8. On April 24, 1939 Dr. Henry Nau came to Ibesikpo as the first resident Lutheran missionary. In early 1937 he was joined by Vernon Koeper, Pastor William H. Schweppe, Miss Helen Kluck, R.N. Then over the course of the next seventy-five years scores of dedicated missionaries served alongside the faithful pastors, teachers and laypeople of the Lutheran Church in Nigeria to build congregations, schools, seminary and medical clinics. In his memoirs, the founder of the LCN, the sainted Rev. Dr. Jonathan Udo Ekong (1881-1982) wrote some very kind words about the Lutheran missionaries who came to Nigeria from America. He called on Nigerians to thank God “for the men and women who came out to our land to bring us the knowledge of God’s saving Word.” Those people passed through rough and difficult paths—many of them lost their lives—in 347

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. order to bring this message of salvation to our country. They did not come to grab wealth for themselves; they did not come to trade in slaves, as did the Portuguese. But they came out to our land with hearts filled with love and compassion, and their only desire was to proclaim to us the love of Jesus Christ, which sent Him to the cross to die for sinners.[1] In his Key Note address which was read to approximately 3000 people who gathered to celebrate the anniversary in Obot Idim, President Harrision said: It is my fervent prayer that the people of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria and the LCMS continue to embody this love for Jesus Christ and to have hearts filled with love and compassion for the lost. I know that this is true among many of the pastors and laity in the LCMS and from what I’ve heard, it is descriptive of our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Nigeria. [1] Udo Etuk, Jonathan Udo Ekong The Log-Bell Ringer: Memoirs of a Patriarch (The Lutheran Church of Nigeria, 1997), 134. Nigeria holds a special place in my heart. I lived there during my high schools years. Part of my time was spent on the Jonathon Ekong Memorial Lutheran Seminary campus where my father taught. In meetings with Archbishop Ekong and the faculty I heard the plea yet again to help the LCN strengthen their clergy through strengthening theological 348

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. education. So we are planning a week long faculty continuing education retreat, making plans to send visiting professors, sending Prof. Robert Roethemeyer (Director of Library Services at CTS) to visit the library and develop a plan for the renovation of the facilities, expansion of it library holdings, and raising funds for faculty development. It is vital to provide scholarships enabling young Nigerians—the next generation of theologians and church leaders—to do graduate work at our seminaries in Fort Wayne and St. Louis. The training of pastors is an intense, costly, time-consuming enterprise. There are no short cuts. Whenever short cuts are taken, it is more costly to the church in the end. Some Protestant denominations and mission organizations have adopted mission models or strategies built on training leaders with minimal theological education. December 7-11, I attended a meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan with Dr. Al Collver and Rev. Daniel Johnson to discuss the future of theological education in Siberia, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan. The participants consisted of seminary rectors (presidents), church bishops, faculty and clergy. One morning at breakfast, Rev. Alexander Fisunov (Kazakhstan) who is involved in planting four house churches asked to speak to us about pastoral education. He began by saying, “One well trained soldier is worth a lot more than ten untrained soldiers.” The words written in 590 AD by St. Gregory the Great in his book Regula Pastoralis (Pastoral Care) offer timely advice for those around the world who are involved in theological education today. 349

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. “No one ventures to teach any art unless he learned it after deep thought. With rashness, then, would the pastoral office be undertaken by the unfit, seeing that the government [care] of souls is the art of arts! For who does not realize that the wounds of the mind are more hidden than the internal wounds of the body? Yet, although those who have no knowledge of the powers of drugs shrink from giving themselves out as physicians of the flesh, people who are utterly ignorant of spiritual precepts are often not afraid of professing themselves to be physicians of the heart.” Gregory also admonishes men who are unfit to preach yet who are impelled by impatience and hastiness to the office. “They should not presume to preach before they [are] competent to do so.”[1] They are like “young birds who attempt to fly upward before their wings are fully developed; they fall down from where they tried to soar.” They are like a new building in which the frame has not been sufficiently strengthened and heavy timbers are placed on it, the result is not a dwelling but a ruin. They are like a woman who gives birth to offspring not fully developed; they are filling not a home but a sepulcher.[2] There are still some areas remaining in the world in which missionaries are involved in planting a church where none exists. In most areas, however, indigenous churches have been established and national pastors and evangelists are preaching the Gospel, catechizing, baptizing and leading the divine services. So is there still a need for western missionaries in the 21st century, and if so, what is the nature of their task? The answer is quite simple—they will teach theology. Everywhere I travel bishops, seminary presidents, faculty and pastors are pleading with the LCMS to 1) send qualified professors to teach at their seminaries and 2) make it possible for the brightest and best (the next generation of teachers and church leaders) to study at our two seminaries in Fort Wayne and St. Louis. Whenever I speak with American seminarians who are interested in overseas mission work, I encourage them to consider doing graduate work following the M.Div. Lutheran seminaries around the world will need missionaries with STM and PhDs for many years to come. Lutheran seminaries the world over (e.g. Kenya, South Africa, India, Latvia, Hong Kong, Japan, Brazil to name but a few) have matured to the point where they offer accredited degree which require professors with advanced degrees along with proper campus facilities with well stocked libraries. The plea for help in building high quality seminaries is, however, not limited to academic excellence. The purpose of a seminary is to produce pastors and missionaries for the church. This requires the training of pastors in the practical art of preaching, teaching, spiritual care and conducting the liturgy and pastoral rites of the church with prayerful understanding. Dr. Darius Petkunas, pastor, theologian and church historian in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania recently made the insightful observation, “The maturity of a church can be seen in the liturgy and hymnody they produce and use.” In short, the ideal missionary for the 21st century will possess both theological and practical depth. Ordained ministers who have complete graduate work, spent time in the parish and possess a pastoral heart will be in demand as missionaries for years to come. [1] Gregory, Ibid. Part III, Chap. Ibid. --Collver, Director of Church Relations 350
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LCMS-NALC Discussions

Thursday, December 15, 2011

On 15 - 16 December 2011, representatives from The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) held discussions in Saint Louis, MO, at the LCMS International Center. NALC Participants included Bishop John Bradosky, Dr. James Nestingen, Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring, Rev. Dave Wendel (Chair of Ecumenical Relationships Committee). LCMS participants included President Matthew Harrison, Vice-President Herb Mueller, Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive Director of the CTCR, Rev. Larry Vogel, CTCR Staff, and Rev. John Pless, Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of the Lutheran Church Canada (LCC) attended the LCMSNALC discussions as an observer. The NALC was constituted on August 27, 2010 in Columbus, Ohio, at a Convocation organized by the church reform movement Lutheran CORE. One year earlier, a similar gathering of Lutheran CORE had directed its leadership to develop new organizational alternatives for faithful Lutheran Christians in North America. In response to numerous requests from congregations for the creation of a new Lutheran church body, Lutheran CORE developed A Vision and Plan for the North American Lutheran Church and Lutheran CORE, published in February 2010. The NALC largely consists of congregations that broke away from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) primarily over the position the ELCA took regarding human sexuality. NALC consists of 351

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. approximately 250 congregations. The meeting between the LCMS and the NALC began with a tour of the CHI Museum at the International Center, followed by a brief discussion of the NALC's history, and an update on the LCMS restructuring. The nature of ecumenical relations was discussed as well as issues affecting both church bodies. Future discussions are planned between the LCMS and NALC. -- Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations

LCMS, NALC Leaders Release Statement on



Talks

Saturday, December 17, 2011

LCMS, NALC leaders release statement on talks Representatives of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod and the North American Lutheran Church released a statement Dec. 16 about their discussions Dec. 15-16 in St. Louis. The statement follows. An initial discussion was held on 15-16 December 2011 between representatives of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod (LCMS) and North American Lutheran Church (NALC). The meeting was held at the invitation of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. The NALC had also committed itself in its formal ecumenical statement to meetings with the LCMS. The NALC is a newly formed Lutheran church body committed to biblical and confessional Lutheranism with over 300 congregations and over 100,000 baptized members. It was organized in August 2010 in Columbus, Ohio. The NALC was represented by Bishop John Bradosky and Emeritus Bishop Paull Spring, the Rev. Dr. James Nestingen (retired seminary professor), the Rev. David Wendel (NALC ministry coordinator), and the Rev. Mark Chavez (NALC general secretary). President Matthew Harrison, the Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (assistant for Church Relations), the Rev. John Pless (professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.), and the Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer and the Rev. Larry Vogel from the Commission on Theology and Church Relations were the LCMS representatives. President Rev. Robert 352

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Bugbee of Lutheran Church--Canada attended as a formal observer. Among his comments on the meeting, Bishop Bradosky said, "I am deeply grateful for the gracious hospitality of President Harrison and his competent staff. Our dialogue transcended all of our hopes and expectations. The level of openness, honesty and trust evident in our conversations was commensurate with those whose relationship had spanned years. That experience may be based on the fact that our common commitment to biblical authority and theological integrity has spanned many years to our formal meeting." President Harrison noted, in part: "The NALC fervently desires to take the Scriptures and the Lutheran confession seriously. These men are creedal Christians who share our own convictions on fundamental issues of life and sexuality. We do have real differences and they will not be easily overcome. But the outcome is the Lord's." Discussion of theological and ecumenical issues facing each church took up much of the meeting time. Areas of cooperative work between the church bodies also were considered. The group heard presentations by Barb Below from the President's office on LCMS restructuring. The Rev. John Fale of the International Missions office of the LCMS reported on the Synod's work of mercy. The meetings between the churches will continue, with the next meeting planned for May 2012 in Columbus, Ohio. Plans for future meetings include time to address matters of difference and agreement between the churches. President Harrison's entire statement is available online at www.lcms.org/president and Bishop Bradosky's full statement is available at www.thenalc.org. Posted Dec. 16, 2011

Much More To Come: Reflections On An Advent



Hymn

Monday, December 19, 2011

Christmas is almost here, but allow me just a little Advent, still. One of my favorite hymns for Advent shows us there is so much more to come! Check out LSB 348, “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” (Lutheran Service Book,#348, text and tune, public domain). The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks, When beauty guilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes. (LSB 348, st. 1) Christmas is coming! How could anyone forget? Yet our anticipation of the celebration of Christ’s birth (special services, special family events, special gifts, etc.) is also but a pale reflection of the celebration to come. 353

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die, But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky. (st. 2) Christ came in deepest humility. He had to. That’s because we, in our sin, were at “rock bottom.” We couldn’t fall any further than death, even eternal death by sin. So Christ came to humble Himself and become “obedient unto death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:8). But now God has “highly exalted Him, and given Him the name which is above every name...” (Philippians 2:9). And He will come again, “crowned with glory like the sun...” Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious rose And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes. (st. 3) If the stable in which Christ was born speaks of His humility for us, and the manger in which He was laid looks ahead to His cross, then the glorious angels singing, “Glory to God in the Highest...” (Luke 2:14) also point ahead to His resurrection triumph on Easter morning. But even the glory of Easter is only but a down payment on the glory to come when Christ comes again. Christ is “the first fruits” of those raised from death, but “at His coming all those who belong to Christ” shall be raised (1 Corinthians 15:23). Do you see how the best is yet to come? Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face. (st. 4) John tells us, “we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as he is.” (1 John 3:2b). Oh, we have been given so much already, it is true, but do you see how there is so much more to come? I know that at times in the church we have to “slog it out,” that serving the Lord Jesus as a pastor or teacher or DCE or deaconess or baptized believer in your vocation is never easy. Jesus didn’t promise it would be. In face, He makes it clear that it can be difficult, but He does promise it will be worth it and that He will never abandon us. In the words of the Gospel, when things look their worst, He tells us to “look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of Kings! (st. 5) Christmas is coming, yes it is! May your celebrations point you and the people you love to the wonderful gift of God in Christ born for us! And this gift is given, is truly given, over and over again, when we hear His Word of peace and receive again His body and blood, trusting His promise. In the midst of our death, He gives His life, makes us alive forever. Still, there’s so much more to come, isn’t there? We will see Jesus, coming again! Even so, come quickly, King of Kings! May God’s Spirit fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you and yours receive a wonderful celebration of our Savior’s birth! Merry Christmas to all! + Herbert Mueller First Vice President
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Wednesday, December 21, 2011

May God grant you and yours a wonderful celebration of our Savior’s birth. Merry Christmas to one and all! There is no more profound proclamation of the message of Christmas, no more poignant explanation of “the reason for the season” than this passage from the letter to the Hebrews. Here is my rendering of Hebrews 2:14-18: 14) Since therefore the children have shared and do share blood and flesh, He Himself in like manner assumed a share in them [flesh and blood] so that through death he might render impotent him who has the power of death, namely the devil. 15) And set free those who by fear of death through all their lives were held in bondage. 16) For surely it was not angels He takes hold of to help, but He helps Abraham’s descendents [i.e., all who believe in Christ – see Galatians 3:7]. 17) For this reason He was obligated to become like His brothers in every way so that he might become a merciful and faithful High Priest toward God, for the purpose of making atonement [propitiation] for the sins of the people; 18) For in that He Himself suffered being tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted. The children share in blood and flesh. That’s who we are, real people, flesh and blood creatures of God. In the same way, our Lord Himself, in the womb of Mary, also assumed His share in flesh and blood. There can be no greater wonder than this! The LORD and Creator of all the universe becomes a child of flesh and blood, yet always remains who He is: Lord of all. God in the flesh – the incarnation, we call it, the “enfleshment,” our hymn expresses it: “These are the signs that you shall mark, the swaddling clothes, the manger dark: there you shall find the Infant laid by whom the heavens and earth were made” (Lutheran Service Book 358, st. 5). Why? Why does God take a share in flesh and blood? The Creator becomes a creature? Here is the heart of the matter, my beloved brothers and sisters. This is what we teach and preach this season. The New International Version has it: “so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death” (2:14). Literally it means, as I have it above, “that through death He might render impotent” the devil, who holds “the power of death.” I like that. This is good news! The devil looks powerful. He acts powerful. He seeks to destroy, but he is IMPOTENT! He has been stripped of His power! He cannot tear us away from our Lord when we claim Christ’s incarnation for us, Christ’s death on the cross that destroyed his power. For Christ Himself has set us free. In Christ the Son of God became like us in every way. We suffer. He suffered. We are tempted. He was tempted, “yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15). More than that, He was a faithful High Priest, offering Himself as the sacrifice, the atonement for our sins. His death made satisfaction for our sins. That means He received the full measure of punishment for our sins. His death now sets us free because there is no more sin that needs punishment. It was all done in Him. Now, because He suffered, 355

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. He is able to help us when we suffer, when we are tested by temptation. Here is the wonderful message of Christmas! At the end of the year the world often becomes retrospective about the good, the bad and the ugly of the previous year. Depending on what commentators emphasize, they become hopeful or gloomy about our prospects. But here is the good news that transcends all of that, the good news of Christmas we sing and share, teach and preach: God Himself has come to be with us in our difficulty! God Himself has become a human being of flesh and blood. God Himself has taken His share in human suffering in Christ, born for us. God Himself has come to set us free from death and atoned for our sin. God Himself gives life! Now there’s a message just begging to be proclaimed! May God bless each of us in the proclaiming! + Herbert Mueller First Vice President



New Life In Garbage City

Monday, December 26, 2011

Perhaps you have heard of “Garbage City” in Cairo, Egypt. It is a community of Coptic Christians, the “Zabbaleen,” who for generations have been the trash collectors of Cairo. Rich Lowry, editor of National Review, recently wrote of Garbage City in his preChristmas article, “Christmas Amidst the Rubbish.” “Each day,” he wrote, “the fathers and their sons go out into the city and collect the garbage in beat-up pickup trucks or donkey-drawn carts. They bring it back to their community, where the women meticulously sort through all of it.” They recycle as much as 80 percent of the garbage, selling what they can, while allowing poor families to look for food to eat. If you have seen one of the recent television documentaries on the Zabbaleen of Garbage City, you will know that their town truly is, as Lowry describes, “a town built atop an active landfill....It’s as if, as someone has mused, Cairo had been picked up by one end and shook so that all the rubbish fell on the homes of the Zabbaleen. They live among their livelihood, the waste that no one else wants and that few would dare touch.” “Few Would Dare Touch” Lowry’s article became my own personal backdrop for celebrating Christmas this year, one that can serve at any time as we now count the days since Christmas. It adds a dimension to Christmas that we may not always remember, given the romanticizing of nearly everything about Christmas, from stable to shepherds to starry night. It may even be a helpful exercise (and we would probably shudder) to think of spending some time in rodents-ridden, flies-swarming Garbage City. While likely overwhelming, it would at least be a very small measure of how it was for our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, accustomed to the accoutrements of heaven, to agree to carry out the plan 356

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. developed in eternity to immerse Himself into our sins-ridden, devils-swarming world for 33 years. This was wasteland that no other than a loving God would even have wanted, much less touched so intimately. And His Son would pay for this stay in our garbage city with a death we cannot even imagine. Christmas was a rugged affair, its true nature touched upon by the line in the Christmas carol, “Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding?” It was the most extreme of extreme measures, “God invading our planet” (as a pastor wrote to me before Christmas) to subject himself to a world disgustingly foreign to His nature, that we might have new life. New Life in Garbage City The most remarkable thing about the Zabbaleen of Cairo is their boldly Christian community. Historically they have been oppressed and repressed, and life hasn’t gotten any easier of late. They worship in a cave, they suffer from government interference, and they recently were set upon by deadly Muslim gangs. They may face, as Lowry states, “the same slow-motion, largely ignored extirpation as their Christian brethren in Iraq.” But their new life in Christ continues. One garbage collector spoke of the Zabbaleens’ life together in a recent video: “We are one community, and we all know and love each other.” Theirs is the dignity of a community of simple Christian people against a trashstrewn backdrop—and a way for us to think of our new life as a result of God’s amazing grace in Christ, “who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Phil. 2:6–7). Life “from Below” To quote Rich Lowry one more time, with reference to the time that German theologian and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer spent in Harlem in 1930, it was here, Lowry writes, “among a shunned but vibrant Christian community” that Bonhoeffer began to see things “from below.” It is an important vantage point for Christians. Lowry notes, “There is no other vantage point from Garbage City.” We will do well to view Christmas similarly, “from below,” but also from above. A resident of Cairo’s Garbage City (for whose residents we should regularly pray) described well his Christian life (and ours) in response to a question from the Voice of America about the future of Garbage City: “We are the garbage collectors, but we live on a mountain of faith.” Ray Hartwig (12/26/2011)



Liberia -- The First Day

Friday, December 30, 2011

Bishop Amos Bolay Pictured in Gray Shirt on Right When we (Drs. Collver, Lehenbauer, and Rodewald) arrived in Monrovia, Liberia, Bishop Amos Bolay of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia greeted us at Roberts International Airport. The purpose of our visit is to hold fellowship discussions with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Liberia 357

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. (ELCL) was formed in May 2009 from the merger of four different Lutheran groups, each founded through the Diaspora of the Liberian Civil War through different initiatives of the LCMS, including LCMS World Mission. The newly-formed ELCL has 350 congregations, 30 schools and 11,000 members. A choir from one of the local congregations came to the airport and serenaded us with a rendition of Psalm 23. It was quite a surprise and honor to be greeted by the choir at the airport. More than that to hear Psalm 23 was tremendous. A portion of the piece is provided in the video above. Some of the Choir Members The choir members have a very busy schedule, greeting us at the airport, singing at a funeral on Saturday, and singing at church for the New Year's Eve service. Later that evening, after traveling for two hours in traffic from the airport, the choir sang again. Note the tail of the Delta Airbus 330 plane is taller than the fence perimeter of the airfield. 358

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Liberia is in West Africa, bordered by Sierra Leone, Guinea and Côte d'Ivoire and it is part of Africa's "pepper coast." Liberia along with Ethiopia are the only two African nations not to be colonized by Europeans. Liberia was founded in 1847 by freed American slaves. The capital city is named Monrovia after James Monroe, the fifth President of the United States who supported the formation of Liberia. A view from along the highway. The Flight Into Egypt Bishop Bolay mentioned that Islam both in Africa and in Liberia is on the rise. Many Africans have been taught that Islam is a more "African" religion than Christianity. Bishop Bolay teaches seminary students that Christianity cannot become more African than Jesus visiting Africa during the Flight Into Egypt (see Matthew 2:13-23). Not to mention the rich tradition Christianity had in Northern Africa after Pentecost and in the early Church. While the flight of Jesus to Egypt was to fulfill the Scriptures, "Out of Egypt I have called my son," our Lord's visitation to African has become important for Christians as a defense against Islam. Our first day in Liberia concluded with dinner at Bishop Bolay's home. It was a great honor to visit him in his home. After dinner we retired to the Lutheran Guest House for some rest after nearly 24 hours of travel. 359

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. – Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations.



Fellowship Talks – Liberia Day 2

Saturday, December 31, 2011

Representatives from the ELCL and the LCMS On New Years Eve (31 December 2011), representatives from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Liberia and The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod met on the grounds of the UHP Evangelical Lutheran Church and School for fellowship discussions. Before fellowship discussions began, children from the UHP Evangelical Lutheran School greeted the LCMS visitation team. The UHP Evangelical Lutheran School Class President 360

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Notice that the school uniforms are yellow and green. In Liberia, the color of the school uniform identifies the church confession. All Lutherans in Liberia use yellow and green. Even the buildings are painted yellow and green. The Methodists use blue and white for their uniforms. UHP Evangelical Lutheran School The construction of the UHP Evangelical Lutheran School building was a partnership between the LCMS Concordia Missouri Circuit and the UHP Evangelical Lutheran Church. Africa Regional Director, Dr. instrumental in forging this partnership. A School Girl Sits Near the Wisdom Board The "wisdom board" reads in part, "If I had a formula for by passing trouble, I would not pass it round. Trouble creates a capacity to handle it. I don't embrace trouble. That is bad as treating it as an enemy. But I do say meet it as a friend, for you'll see a lot of it and had better be on speaking terms with it. Men of character find a special attractiveness in difficulties. For it is only through difficulties they discover their real potential." Naomi Erber Poses with some Children The ELCL has 16 Lutheran schools. 361

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. Dr. Collver with Bishop Amos Bolay in his WMLT Shirt In October 2011, Bishop Amos Bolay travelled to Saint Louis, MO, both to attend the LCMS International Disaster Conference, where he received his Witness, Mercy, Life Together shirt, and to request for formal fellowship discussions from President Harrison between the LCMS and the ELCL. In December 2011, the LCMS responded by sending Drs. Albert Collver, David Erber, Joel Lehenbauer, and Michael Rodewald to Liberia for fellowship discussions. At the 31 December 2011 meeting, Bishop Bolay addressed the LCMS and the ELCL's executive committee and church council: "We in Liberia feel we are a LCMS church. You ask why? You are the church that started us. You started Bible translation in Liberia. When the Liberian civil war broke out in 1989, many of our people fled to the surrounding nations for safety. There as refugees LCMS missionaries ministered to us. After the war ended and our people were able to return to Liberia, we formed congregations in Monrovia. A few years ago, we asked LCMS missionaries to ordain some of our pastoral candidates. We were told that LCMS missionaries could not conduct the ordinations because we were not LCMS. This hit us hard because we thought we were LCMS. It was an awakening for us and made us desire even more to join the LCMS in partnership. We later learned that the LCMS missionaries referred to us as "Liberian Lutheran groups." It is true that we were once four separate Lutheran groups but now we are one, united in the teaching of the Bible. We believe that the LCMS teaches the Bible correctly and holds to the Confessions. We want to have fellowship with the LCMS because we believe the same. If our teaching is not the same as the LCMS', we want it to be. If we aren't doing it well, it is because we need better teaching. Powerful nations come to Liberia and promote agendas that destroy families and do not hold to the morals of the Bible. The LCMS is in a position to help us bear witness to our nation. We desire fellowship with the LCMS and await your response." 362

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. After Bishop Bolay finished his address, the entire room broke into applause. The moderator turned and addressed the LCMS delegation saying, "We await your response to our request for fellowship." This led to a several hour conversation about Lutheran doctrine, fellowship, and the LCMS' policies and procedures related to fellowship. There also was a period of Q&A where people from each church body could ask questions. The meeting ended with hope for the New Year. Dr. David Erber, West Africa Area Facilitator Fellowship is not made or created by the church, but recognized as a gift that the Lord bestows upon his church. Fellowship is recognized between church bodies. Drs. Collver and Lehenbauer will prepare a visitation report for the CTCR at its next meeting in April 2012. The procedure for fellowship is explained in Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c in the 2010 Handbook: "When a small, formative, emerging confessional Lutheran church body (identified as such by the President of the Synod as chief ecumenical officer) requests recognition of altar and pulpit fellowship with the Synod, and after consultation with the Praesidium and approval by the commission, such recognition may be declared by the President of the Synod subject to the endorsement of the subsequent Synod convention." The remaining days of the visitation teams time in Liberia will be spent observing worship, becoming more acquainted with the people of the ELCL, and engaging in more conversation. As I write this, it is the wee hours of the New Year, 1 January 2012. Below 363

Witness, Mercy, Life Together. are a few pictures from Liberia. The signs of businesses always are interesting in Africa. The sign above reads, "Divine Glory Electronic Workshop." Along the road in Monrovia. Great beauty on the coast. – Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations. Posted 1 January 2012 from Monrovia, Liberia.
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REPORT

THIRTY-SIXTH MEETING COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN COOPERATION Involving representatives of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

April 12–13, 2010 The Lutheran Center Chicago, Illinois

CALL TO ORDER

The Rev. Donald J. McCoid, executive for ecumenical and inter-religious relations in the Office of the Presiding Bishop, convened the thirty-sixth meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation at 11:00 A.M. on April 12, 2010. He opened the meeting with a reading from John 20:26–31 and prayer. Following the prayer, introductions were made.

ROLL CALL The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod The Rev. Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, president The Rev. Dr. Raymond L. Hartwig, secretary The Rev. Dr. William R. Diekelman, first vice president The Rev. Dr. Larry R. Stoterau, president of the Pacific Southwest district and chairman of the Council of Presidents Mr. Ronald Schultz, administrative officer, Board of Directors The Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Nafzger, executive director, Commission on Theology and Church Relations The Rev. Dr. Joel D. Lehenbauer, executive director, Commission on Theology and Church Relations, LCMS

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America The Rev. Dr. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop Mr. David D. Swartling, secretary The Rev. Donald J. McCoid, executive for ecumenical and inter-religious relations The Rev. Dr. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration Mr. Carlos E. Peña, vice president The Rev. Allan C. Bjornberg, bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod and chair of the Conference of Bishops

Also present were the following: Mr. John R. Brooks, director for the ELCA News Service, Communication Services unit, ELCA The Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Hamilton, executive for Office of the Secretary administration, ELCA Ms. Linda Hartke, president and chief executive officer, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service The Rev. Dr. Marcus Kunz, executive for discernment of contextual and theological issues, Office of the Presiding Bishop, ELCA The Rev. Dr. Rebecca S. Larson, executive director, Church in Society program unit, ELCA The Rev. Kevin A. Massey, director, Lutheran Disaster Response Mr. Michael Nevergall, assistant director, Lutheran Disaster Response The Rev. John A. Nunes, president and chief executive officer, Lutheran World Relief Ms. Jill A. Schumann, president and chief executive officer, Lutheran Services in America The Rev. Dr. Roger A. Willer, director for studies, Church in Society program unit, ELCA Mr. Jeff Wisenant, executive vice president, Lutheran World Relief
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REVIEW OF AGENDA AND SCHEDULE

The Rev. Donald J. McCoid, executive for ecumenical and inter-religious relations, reviewed the agenda and schedule for the meeting.

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

The Rev. John A. Nunes, president and chief executive officer of Lutheran World Relief (LWR), gave a brief report. He focused on two special initiatives that LWR has been implementing since the adoption of its new strategic plan, “Mission, Vision, and Values,” which focus on ending poverty and deepening the organization’s technical capacity. LWR has been developing a new way of working, the church accompaniment model, he said.

Mr. Jeff Wisenant, executive vice president of LWR, highlighted strategies for new business development as well as work in areas in which LWR has a long history. In the latter category is a focus on agricultural production, which can help communities become more resilient and able to absorb shocks. LWR also is seeking ways to diversify its revenue streams and to engage in new ways with institutional donors. He commented that the organization needs to behave in a more corporate fashion, by developing marketing materials and hiring people who speak the language of foundations and corporations. A new business unit of four people has been initiated, charged with building relationships with foundations and the corporate sector. Hershey, for example, is providing assistance to cocoa farmers, and a spice company is doing the same for growers.

Pr. Nunes stated that over the past several years, LWR has been alerted by LCMS and ELCA leaders that it needs to be attentive to the fact that U.S. Lutherans want to be involved in tangible ways with relief and development work. In response, LWR has developed a church accompaniment strategy, which helps the organization to identify ways to match areas of strength with the need of U.S. Lutherans to be engaged. LWR currently is in the pilot phase of this accompaniment program, listening, learning, and taking an inventory from key congregations and areas to determine how to institute it. Pr. Nunes used recent work in Haiti to provide examples of accompaniment.

Focusing on the importance of church bodies’ cooperation in the work of LWR, Pr. Nunes referred to a recent dinner given by the vice chair of the LWR board. At that dinner were the bishop of the Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA and the members of the staff of the California, Nevada, and Hawaii district of the LCMS. The first vice president of the district commented that his congregation was eager to get involved in the work of LWR. The dinner featured a great mix of leaders, who reiterated their support for LWR and emphasized the advantage of coordinated work, he said.

Pr. Nunes concluded by saying that in the midst of difficult work, he appreciated the prayers and support of the church bodies.

Pr. McCoid asked what was the largest challenge in coordinating the work in Haiti. Pr. Nunes named a number of challenges, saying the situation was very complicated. He noted that, prior to the earthquake, there were more non-governmental organizations and more mission trips to Haiti than anywhere else. The earthquake raised questions about the effectiveness of that previous work in Haiti. There also were challenges of communication. Pr. Nunes stated that there would be no quick fix for Haiti’s problems; LWR has made a ten-year commitment, focused on one area: developing agricultural livelihood. Another challenge is the expectations that have been raised. LWR is committed to collaboration, making sure that the work is being done in a way that is cooperative.

The Rev. Gerald B. Kieschnick, president of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, named another challenge, balancing feeding the hungry with the inclusion of those who want hands-on involvement. It must be a challenge to manage participation in a way that does not torpedo local work and to integrate it into ongoing work, he commented.

Pr. Nunes responded that accompaniment is the LWR’s response to this challenge. He has discovered that once U.S. Lutherans are given the opportunity to understand the impact of their presence, they perceive the problem. Sometimes short-term trips are not the most effective way to do ministry and are not the best use of money. Education is essential, he said, and LWR is making good headway in this area. It is developing ways in which people can participate, giving them a menu of ministry options, such as clean water or malaria, to let local congregations get involved. The response to this approach has been good.
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LUTHERAN IMMIGRATION AND REFUGEE SERVICE

Ms. Linda Hartke, president and chief executive officer of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, noted that this was only her seventh week in her new position. She expressed gratitude to Pr. Nunes and Ms. Jill A. Schumann, president and chief executive officer of Lutheran Services in America for their collegiality. In preparation for this meeting, Ms. Hartke commented, she had come to the conclusion that LIRS could do a large portion of its work without being related to the Lutheran church bodies. However, as a cooperative agency of three denominations, its work is broader and deeper because of the strengths each church brings to the work. She provided the following examples: Latvians bring their recent experience of immigration; the ELCA brings its strong commitment to social justice; and The LCMS brings its commitment to practical care. Together, Lutherans love and care for the marginalized because of the love of Jesus Christ that they have received. In many ways, Ms. Hartke stated, the partnership is getting stronger. LIRS is enjoying greater engagement at national and local levels. Its educational resources are being used, and representatives are being invited into congregations. Members of these three churches are delighted to see the common efforts of the church bodies, and seek to partner with LIRS, bringing gifts to others and receiving gifts from them in return.

Ms. Hartke explained that LIRS’ partnership with congregations takes different forms. Both the ELCA and LCMS are planting immigrant congregations and raising up ethnic leaders. They share a critical need for religious visa service. Both have congregations offering services to immigrants. Both through congregations are reaching out to undocumented migrants, offering practical assistance and unconditional love. Both have serious ministry efforts on this country’s southwestern borders and are working to end the separation of families and fix the immigration system.

Ms. Hartke focused on three themes: a reflection on the word “welcome”; working on being different together; future possibilities for the work of her agency. Concerning the first point, Ms. Hartke remarked that welcome is something each person present has known and has also known what it is not to be welcomed. She asked meeting participants to reflect on their experience in moving to a new country, city, job, community, or church and to think about a time when they experienced welcome. She asked participants to share a word or phrase about what made them feel welcome: a loaf of bread, a personal touch, an expression of interest, an invitation, someone who learned their name, being listened to, finding someone who spoke the same language. All of these are things are part of welcome. With each experience, one’s understanding of welcome grows deeper. These experiences inform each person’s practice of welcome. LIRS learns about welcome and shows this welcome to others, she stated.

Turning to her second point, Ms. Hartke described the work that LIRS has been contributing to the debate on refugee resettlement reform. The organization, working with social ministry organizations, had produced a report on the real cost of welcome, a disproportionate share of which is borne by local communities and congregations. In January, this work bore fruit when the State Department increased by 100 percent the amount of resettlement grants. An additional 9 million dollars will be distributed through LIRS to local social ministry partners and ultimately to refugees, she said. Ms. Hartke then provided other specific examples of some of the work that LIRS has been doing: • supplying information about immigration law to congregations, • launching a new detained torture survivors program, • partnering with LWR in a timely and urgent response to Haiti’s earthquake and working so that Haitian immigrants will not be deported, • creating congregational resource materials concerning the “Stand for Welcome” campaign, • educating people about the need for immigration reform, • supporting the Refugee Works program for job training and job searching.

Focusing on future possibilities, Ms. Hartke announced that LIRS is nearing the completion of a new strategic plan. The plan will not mean a different LIRS, but a better one, she said. It will focus on strengthening and creating welcoming communities in partnership with church bodies, social ministry organizations, congregations, and communities. The goal is to be a professional organization that supports and facilitates the work that is already happening. The partnership of the church bodies is essential to meeting this goal. Ms. Hartke also expressed the hope that the churches could explore ways of working together to bring about comprehensive immigration reform. She asked for the church bodies’ help in revitalizing the program of providing Good Samaritan grants to local ministries serving the most vulnerable newcomers. She commented that LIRS is known for taking the toughest cases–victims of torture, abuse, and trafficking, people with disabilities, and those not easy to place, care for, and integrate into local communities. She requested support through local communities to extend the welcome.
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Ms. Hartke closed her presentation with a quotation from theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “From God we hear the Word. If you want my goodness to serve you, serve the neighbor, for that is where God comes to you.” Decades later, she said, his words still call Christians to cooperative ministries of mercy, service, and justice.

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, inquired about the development of a foundational statement on the essentials for any reform bill.

Ms. Hartke replied that LIRS highlights and promotes statements that the three churches have made and focuses on common ground.

Presiding Bishop Hanson asked President Kieschnick whether any overtures on immigration were on the agenda for the LCMS convention. Secretary Raymond Hartwig replied that one overture on human trafficking had been submitted.

Mr. Ronald Schultz inquired about LIRS’ funding sources and funding model. Ms. Hartke answered that LIRS is increasingly funded by the U.S. government. The strings and attachments to that support present challenges, she acknowledged. Depending on that source of funds is not where the organization wants to be and not where the church bodies want it to be. Originally, support for LIRS and LWR was to come from the two church bodies, but that has not been the case. Ms. Hartke added that one of her tasks was to broaden and diversify LIRS funding sources by strengthening giving from individuals and foundations. LIRS was not yet looking for corporate funding. LIRS also would be rigorous in thinking about contracts and grants from the U.S. government to make certain it is not taking on work that compromises its integrity nor doing work that is not within the mission of the strategic plan.

In response to a question from Mr. Schultz about the size of the LIRS budget, Ms. Hartke replied that it was $44 million per year.

Secretary Hartwig wondered if LIRS is still looking for sponsoring congregations and groups. Ms. Hartke responded that resettlement of refugees is done primarily with Lutheran Social Services organizations, which identify congregations to support and welcome refugees. Currently there are not enough congregations to meet the need, so other community groups must be approached. It would be helpful, she added, if the church bodies provided support to reach out and invite congregations to be more deeply engaged in this important ministry. She explained that congregations are nervous about taking on responsibility for families, so providing support and encouragement for congregations is essential.

President Kieschnick asked where refugees are coming from. Ms. Hartke answered that, in addition to those from Central and South America, many originate in Iraq and Burma, where there has been long-term displacements and people in camps on the border with Thailand for 13 years. She added that many people still come from Africa, particularly western Africa and Sudan.

Presiding Bishop Hanson pointed out that the fact that LIRS provides direct legal services to undocumented immigrants has become problematic for certain church members. He asked how LIRS could respond to this problem. Ms. Hartke stated that, rather than providing services directly, LIRS is trying to vet and pre-screen legal services providers so that there is an approved list.

The Rev. Larry R. Stoterau, president of the Pacific Southwest district and chairman of the Council of Presidents, mentioned preliminary conversations that had been held in his district about a pilot project to provide welcome for families in the case of raids. Ms. Hartke replied that while she was not familiar with those conversations, LIRS is trying to provide alternatives to raids. It is facing considerable opposition, she said, not just from the government but from the private sector, which is receiving profitable government grants to build detention centers.

Presiding Bishop Hanson commented that the government faces huge pressure from the public to be more aggressive about immigration. Churches must be a different voice, he declared.

RECESS

Presiding Bishop Hanson offered prayer. The meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation recessed at 12:30 p.m. and reconvened at 1:28 p.m.

LUTHERAN SERVICES IN AMERICA

Ms. Jill A. Schumann, president and chief executive officer of Lutheran Services in America, reported that the annual conference of Lutheran social services organizations would be held in two weeks in Sacramento, under the theme “Abundant Life Together.” LCMS and ELCA congregations have been

5

asked to design worship opportunities for the participants. The conference offers numerous interesting workshops and breakout sessions so that people can choose what is relevant for them.

Ms. Schuman stated that the social ministry organizations are feeling the impact of the economic recession. Overall, they have taken aggressive action in light of anticipated income shortfalls caused by the decrease in state budgets. At the same time, demand for services is increasing. Despite cutbacks and challenges, staff members are still committed to the work.

Ms. Schumann announced that in the first decade of the 21st century, LSA had focused on supporting the work of the more than 300 social ministry organizations. In the next decade, LSA had a clear mandate not only to support the work but to lead them so that the whole was greater than the sum of the parts. Ms. Hartke described some of the work LSA would be focused on: • technology for independence. New technologies are emerging that allow elderly people or those with disabilities to remain in their home communities longer. Among these are sensor technology and medication management technologies. LIRS has assembly a tech team to be at the front of this emerging field. The team is talking to each social ministry organization, asking if it wants to test the products. The team also is reviewing the companies involved in the field to develop preferred relationships. Everyone involved is excited by the opportunity to take what the social ministry organization people know about the human side and match that to the high technology. • dissemination of products, processes, and best practices from one organization through the rest of the network. • providing grants to congregations interested in the intersection of aging and care to help them determine what kind of ministry would work best and to match them with a social ministry organization that could help. • working with Lutheran Volunteer Corps to reach out to people who have taken early retirement or who are in between jobs and acquaint them with volunteer leadership opportunities.

Ms. Hartke noted that social ministry organizations have expressed anxiety about what is happening in each church body and between them. They are concerned about what will happen next and about emerging Lutheran groups. She concluded that the people involved in LSA are willing to share and participate in cooperative ministry because it is a generous, spirited system.

The Rev. Allan C. Bjornberg, bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod and chair of the Conference of Bishops, asked about how anticipated health care reforms would impact LSA. Ms. Schumann replied that full analysis of the bill is not yet possible, and its impact is far from clear. It may be devastating to some, such as Lutheran Health Care in Brooklyn. As employers, some organizations are concerned about its effects on them. There is interest in the insurance plan for those who need long-term support. It will take time to assess the impact completely.

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

The Rev. Kevin A. Massey, director, Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR), opened his presentation by reading the director’s letter prepared in conjunction with the annual report, which had just been released. He stated that while 2009 had been a quieter year in some ways for LDR, it also had been a year when the agency faced tough economic times. During these times, he said, Lutherans have remained faithful, sharing their support of time and talent. He added that when resources are scarce, creativity is important.

He shared a few highlights of the year’s work: • the largest single response was to flooding along the Red River. Fargo was spared through sandbagging, but significant flooding occurred in Eastern and Western North Dakota. All work was done through social ministry organizations, recognized service organizations, and congregations. Olivet Lutheran Church in Fargo opened its doors, served hot meals, and provided a listening ear and company for those affected. • Response to flooding in upstate New York was provided through Lutheran Care Ministries, which supervised volunteer case managers for those with unmet needs. • Lutheran Services in Georgia provided a leadership team in response to flooding in Atlanta. • In the Gulf Coast area, LDR worked through Lutheran-Episcopal Services in Mississippi and Lutheran Services South (LSS). In New Orleans LDR provided leadership for a local long-term recovery group. • LSS also provides leadership in Galveston and other communities as the response to Hurricane Ike continues.
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Pr. Massey stated that he was proud that the ELCA and LCMS accompany the work that continues in New Orleans. The summer 2009 Youth Gathering brought 37,000 young people and their chaperones there to engage in service projects. The LCMS youth are doing the same in 2010, and the ELCA will return in 2012. All learn lessons of hospitality, resilience, and courage from the residents of New Orleans.

Pr. Massey spotlighted work in Haiti, whose earthquake affected people in the U.S. in many ways. Lutheran Services of Florida and Lutheran Services of Georgia stepped up to provide services, including repatriation of U.S. Haitians, being both creative and responsive.

He noted that the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation a few years previously had requested that the Church in Society program unit and its LCMS counterpart undertake a deliberative process about shared ministry. He reported that the group did not meet in 2009 because of scheduling difficulties. It is on hold pending restructuring in both church bodies.

Pr. Massey announced that the ELCA is going ahead with formation of an advisory committee for LDR. The desire is to make that committee a joint one if LCMS leaders decide that one committee could serve the needs of both church bodies.

Pr. Massey closed his presentation with thanks for the prayers and support of both church bodies for this ministry and for social ministry organizations and recognized service organizations. They are the churches’ heads and eyes and hearts, showing God’s love in communities across this country.

THEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE 2009 DECISIONS OF THE ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY

President Kieshnick read a paper, “Theological Implications of the 2009 ELCA Decisions” (attached). President Kieshnick stated that he had commissioned and approved the document to be shared with the people of the LCMS, who have asked for solid theological help in understanding what is going on. He noted that not all people understand that there are different brands of Lutheranism. He expressed his hope that the statement would be heard and received as intended in the context of the committee, where collegiality and trust have been established. He added that, at some personal and professional cost, he continued to support the committee’s conversations, even in the face of others saying that the conversations should be discontinued and that shared ministries should cease. He commented that the LCMS is trying to help recognized service organizations and social ministry organization walk through hard decisions while not compromising LCMS’ understandings and teachings.

Presiding Bishop Hanson assured him that the statement was received in the same spirit. He stated that he hoped that the leaders of the LCMS understand that the ELCA recognizes that its actions have put stress on the relationship. That stress, however, should not lead the churches to sever their relationship but should call them into deeper conversation, just as the ELCA has had deeper conversations with some of its ecumenical partners. He expressed his gratitude for the nine years he had participated in the conversation and his thanks for President Kieshnick’s commitment to them. “We are blood brothers,” he said, “and I long to share the blood of Christ with you some day.”

The Rev. Rebecca S. Larson, executive director of the Church in Society program unit, offered one ELCA response to the LCMS statement (attached).

The Rev. Marcus Kunz, executive for discernment of contextual and theological issues in the Office of the Presiding Bishop, presented another ELCA response to the LCMS statement (attached). He urged that the two church bodies have conversation not about what makes them different and the limits of what they can do together, but about what joins them and what can be done together, including the things that make them holy.

RECESS

The April 2010 meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation recessed at 3:03 p.m. and reconvened at 3:27 p.m.

RESPONSES AND REFLECTIONS

It was clarified that the presentations by Pr. Larson and Pr. Kunz were not official ELCA responses to the LCMS statement.

7

Members of the committee agreed that both church bodies would review the text of the news release about the meeting prior to its publication.

Participants in the meeting then engaged in frank discussion of the LCMS presentation and the two ELCA responses. Among the issues raised were the following: • bound conscience • authority of Scripture • interpretation and understanding of Scripture • what binds Lutherans together • the amount of uniformity necessary for unity • the conclusions of the Function of Doctrine and Theology Report, which said that the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America, and The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod disagreed on the nature of the authority of Scripture, the nature of confessional subscription, and the amount of agreement necessary to have complete agreement • whether there are disagreements between brothers and sisters in Christ that should separate them at the altar • individual conscience vs. church doctrine • the continuing revelation of the Holy Spirit • the need for tables for theological discussion that are not focused solely on ethics and order • ways to relate short of altar and pulpit fellowship • the need to work together with integrity • the koinonia that we have in the body of Christ • the proper distinction between Law and Gospel • the struggle to understand how the Gospel can be preached with clarity where there is not clarity about the Law • ways to continue working together in shared ministries

The presidents of Lutheran Services in America and Lutheran World Relief then presented their reflections on the discussion.

Ms. Schumann stated that organizations that have strong relationships to both the LCMS and ELCA must act with integrity at that intersection. It is a reasonable expectation that they be faithful. For the most part acting faithfully is doable, she contended. It is important that the two church bodies recognize their common goals of working in the world. She pointed out that for the most part people in congregations want to live out their faith in the world. So it is necessary to understand those who want to retreat from the joint ministries. She wondered how they make the case for doing so and how to respond to those concerns. The agencies are heavily invested in joint ministry and want to do it well.

Pr. Nunes highlighted a sentence from the LCMS statement, one on which, he said, all could agree: “Catholic wholeness means the Christian faith is intended for the whole of humanity This emphasis on the whole of humanity means that the LCMS and the ELCA must be careful as they make decisions that will affect people in this world. He continued by saying that the LWR has struggled to find ways of engaging a diversity of Lutherans in ways short of altar and pulpit fellowship. LWR is a forerunner of that catholicity. It is not either of the churches but carries forward positively the name “Lutheran” across lines that divide. LWR is a premier expression of Lutherans engaging in the missio Dei. Pr. Nunes urged that conversation continue about how to carry out this mission for a complex, paradoxical world. The joint Lutheran organizations represent God active in the world by engaging people. They are the practicing face, the public face that engages the world. The agencies are a way for the two church bodies to remain in relationship. Service is witness, he declared. Being doers of the Word and not hearers only is an orthodoxy on which all can agree. The joint ministries enhance the credibility of the churches’ claims to catholicity.

Secretary Hartwig commented that while he had always focused on the opportunity that the joint ministries presented for the churches, he has begun to wonder whether that opportunity is being overwhelmed by the difficulties that now have been created. He acknowledged that the two churches had lived with each other’s differences and worked together in the past. Now, however, the differences are so large and public that the question is whether cooperative efforts imply doctrinal unity. He noted that the LCMS Convention would consider a number of overtures suggesting actions with respect to the ELCA.

Discussion ensued about potential actions at the convention.
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RECESS

Following prayer, the thirty-sixth meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation recessed for dinner.

CALL TO ORDER

The Rev. Gerald B. Kieschnick, president of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, reconvened the meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation on April a.m.

CHURCH BODY UPDATE: THE LUTHERAN CHURCH–MISSOURI SYNOD

President Kieshnick presented information about the upcoming LCMS Convention, which would be held in Houston from July 10–17, 2010. Among those attending would be 1250 voting delegates plus 300 advisory delegates and advisory representatives and visitors. On the agenda were elections, legislative business, nurture, worship, education, and inspiration.

The Rev. William R. Diekelman, first vice president, reported on rostering matters. He stated that about 50 ordained ministers were brought onto the roster each year through the colloquy process. He announced that the “Fan into Flame” campaign already had raised $56 million dollars. All of the districts have some plan to become formally engaged in this process, he said, and it is his hope that every person in LCMS would find some way to become part of this campaign. The campaign will end in October 2011with a goal of $100 million. He noted that there was an overture to the convention encouraging full engagement with the Luther Malaria Initiative.

The Rev. Larry R. Stoterau, bishop of the Pacific Southwest district and chairman of the Council of Presidents, explained that he also was chair of the floor committee at the convention that would deal with the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Synod Structure and Governance. He described the work of the Council of Presidents, which consists of 35 district presidents as well as the synod president and vice presidents. The council provides ecclesiastical supervision of rostered workers and congregations and places first-call candidates. He reported that the economy is affecting placement and mobility. Pastors are not retiring because of their need for income or an inability to sell their houses. In addition, more congregations are not able to afford full-time pastors. Seminaries are being encouraged to think about training worker-priests. Pr. Stoterau informed the committee that the Council of Presidents has taken on the task of discussing the theme of ecclesiastical leadership in a post-church culture. The council will spend significant time hearing from theologians and pastors. The Blue Ribbon Task Forces has raised the question of the role of districts and has asked the convention to reevaluate their configurations. The task force has proposed 21 recommendations, from realigning districts to renaming the church body to realigning the national church office.

The Rev. Raymond L. Hartwig, secretary, announced that the convention workbook was just about ready to print. He described the contents of the workbook as well as the work of the Nominating Committee and the process of nominating and electing the president. The Blue Ribbon task force has proposed an alternate way of electing the president in the future, one that would more fully involve congregations in the process. Secretary Hartwig outlined other matters on the convention agenda, including the status of the opinions of the Commission on Constitutional Matters and the ways they can be appealed, the licensed deacon program, and seminary financial support.

The Rev. Joel D. Lehenbauer, executive director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR), noted that his commission is one of the few entities that would not be affected by the proposed structural changes. He described the composition of the commission and stated that it currently has 26 assignments on its agenda. A document in response to a resolution from the 1995 convention calling for a comprehensive study of man and woman has been finalized and is being distributed. Final approval of a report on stewardship of the environment, “Caring for all Creatures,” is on the agenda of the next meeting. The commission also has been asked to provide theological guidance on the issue of immigration. It has reviewed “Healing Memories,” a report on Lutheran-Mennonite relations, which the International Lutheran Council will be asked to affirm. Another matter the commission is considering is church relations in the 21st Century. The commission is considering an overture to the convention that would alter the bylaws to change the ways in which an official relationship is recognized. The proposed change would allow the president, in consultation with the Praesidium, to recognize a relationship with another church body, pending later approval by the convention. Pr. Lehenbauer announced that the
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commission has received a grant of $40,000 to hold an international confessional leadership conference in June 2010.

The Rev. Samuel H. Nafzger, former executive director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations, reported that the LCMS was continuing discussions with its partner church in Japan, which is considering ordaining women. He commented that the issue prompts discussion about relationships short of altar and pulpit fellowship. He added that the LCMS has had a preliminary meeting with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church. The goal is altar and pulpit fellowship.

Mr. Ronald Schultz, administrative officer of the Board of Directors, distributed and reviewed a financial report. He indicated that a hiring and salary freeze was in effect. Staff has been reduced, with 14 people taking early retirement, and 30 vacant positions eliminated for 2011. Further budget cutting is likely, he indicated. The Blue Ribbon Task Force recommendations will greatly affect the work and structure of the national office; groups are at work in anticipation of the changes, but there are many unknowns.

President Kieschnick noted that the task force’s recommendation had been presented to regional gatherings of delegates; only one did not receive a majority favorable response.

In response to a question from Presiding Bishop Hanson, Mr. Schultz described the process of coordinating the LCMS’ fundraising.

President Kieschnick commented on the fiscal challenges that colleges and seminaries face. Both the colleges and the seminaries have seen an increase in nontraditional students. He noted that the health of the synod is directly related to the health of its member congregations. Some of those are thriving, but many are just barely hanging on. The health of congregations is a concern and a priority.

CHURCH BODY UPDATE: EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson said that four words would frame his update: focusing, tending, discerning, and planning. The ELCA is focusing on mission, throughout the church body and in the churchwide organization. One priority is the support of congregations. An initiative in this category is the creation and support of directors for evangelical mission in every synod. This partnership is for the sake of growing congregations. Mission tables in every synod are being created to help congregations learn how to re-root themselves in their community. An emphasis on community organizing also supports this goal. Bishop Hanson reported that 41 new congregational starts have been approved, 23 of which are in ethnic communities. The churchwide organization, along with all of its partners, also is focused on the second priority: working to end poverty and to promote justice and peace. This is how the ELCA defines itself: a church engaged in mission.

Presiding Bishop Hanson turned to the second point, tending to relationships. He indicated that the ELCA had developed a very clear strategy to be engaged with partners after the 2009 Churchwide Assembly, in order to interpret the decisions, listen to partners, and renew this church’s ecumenical, global, and internal relationships.

Presiding Bishop Hanson acknowledged that this is a time of discernment, a time for discerning who wants to be part of the ELCA and who wants to be part of another church body. He declared that the ELCA is planting the church, not uprooting it. He noted that the realignment would continue into 2011, and conversation was underway about how to remain in relationship with a congregation that terminates its relationship. Bishops are carrying a major responsibility in this time of discernment of relationships.

Bishop Hanson announced that the ELCA was following the lead of the LCMS and conducting strategic planning. A task force was looking at the whole ecology of the ELCA, and the churchwide organization was doing contingency planning in light of budget realities.

The Rev. Allan C. Bjornberg, bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod and chair of the Conference of Bishops, informed the committee that the Conference of Bishops meets for five or six days each spring and fall. An Academy for Bishops in January provides continuing education, although business creeps in there as well. The Conference of Bishops consists of 65 bishops, the presiding bishop, and the secretary. Five elections for bishops will take place at Synod Assemblies this spring; three bishops have agreed to be open to re-election.

Bishops have been quite occupied with rostering matters, Bishop Bjornberg said, particularly the relationship of congregations to the ELCA. He explained the process for termination of relationship. This process takes enormous amounts of time, he said, meeting with congregations and members. Bishops are called upon to interpret the decisions of the Churchwide Assembly. For many congregations, the assembly
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decisions are not an issue, although they may be a problem for some members. Other congregations may not agree with the decision but want to move on with mission and ministry. Bishop Bjornberg commented that bishops are spending an enormous amount of time tending to relationships. For some congregations that have not been clear about their identity as body of Christ, discernment requires them to be in conversation about what it means to be an ELCA Lutheran.

Bishop Bjornberg stated that synods also are dealing with the question of mission support, the amount and allocation of offerings given by congregations to the work of the larger church. He stated that he thought that the vast majority of financial problems are not related to the Churchwide Assembly decisions but are due to the economic situation. Many congregations and their members have been hit hard.

Bishop Bjornberg indicated that the agenda of the most recent Conference of Bishops meeting had included discussions about the future of the ELCA and a vision for the church in 2017. The conversations were energetic, hopeful, and spirited. It is a difficult but great time to be a leader in the church, he concluded.

Mr. Carlos E. Peña expressed his appreciation, as a volunteer lay person, for being included in the committee’s theological discussions. He also gave thanks for the relationships and friendships that have developed in the committee. Mr. Peña informed those present that the Church Council, the ELCA’s board of directors, had met the previous weekend. The Church Council had made significant changes in ministry policies to implement the decisions of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. Only one member abstained, in light of the fact he could not vote against the will of the assembly. He also stated that the provision in the decisions for those who disagreed with them would still allow him to be a part of the ELCA. Following the meeting, the council went on retreat to focus on what it means to be a church in mission. Council members would attend Synod Assemblies to be available for discussions and to interpret the council’s work.

Secretary David D. Swartling explained the broadly participatory process of consultation and review that led to the development of the revised ministry policies. The documents concern more than changes related to sexuality decisions; for example, they address matters of integrity and trustworthiness. They also uphold the importance of marriage. They are elegantly crafted nuanced documents, in Secretary Swartling’s estimation. He indicated that the ELCA Board of Pensions had looked at implementing the assembly decisions from a benefits standpoint. Those changes also had been adopted at the council meeting and would be in effect on May 1.

Secretary Swartling provided the most recent information on congregational votes to terminate their relationship with the ELCA. To date, most congregations that have left have joined Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, a congregationally based church body. After the Coalition for Renewal (CORE) creates the North American Lutheran Church, it is likely that some congregations will join it.

Secretary Swartling noted other council actions.

The Rev. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration in the Office of the Presiding Bishop, distributed and reviewed the financial report that had been presented to the Church Council. She indicated that, due to the decline in mission support, the 2010 budget had been reduced by 20 percent in a 12-month period, including 5 percent underspending. Over 60 positions in the churchwide organization have been eliminated. There had been 420 positions, 170 of which are deployed. Staff did not receive a salary increase in 2010, and senior staff took a reduction in 2009. The churchwide organization faces challenges going into 2011, but it will continue to focus on priorities: congregations and evangelical witness regarding poverty, justice, and peace. It also is trying to maintain its commitments to global companions, seminaries, and other partners, but the lack of mission support makes it difficult to do so. The desire is that the churchwide organization not be reorganized by default. Pr. Bullock stated that the Living into the Future task force is looking at the whole ecology of the ELCA, including seminaries, synods, and other institutions and agencies. It will report and bring recommendations to the 2011 Churchwide Assembly.

Pr. Kunz reviewed the history, current status, and future directions of the ELCA’s work on the concept of bound conscience. He informed those present that the Church Council had called for broad conversation not only about bound conscience but about the theological foundations for decision-making in the ELCA. A group is discussing ways of implementing the council’s action.

RECESS

The meeting recessed at 9:55 a.m. and reconvened at 10:10 a.m.
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EXTERNAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER CHURCHES INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS: LWF, ILC, WCC

Pr. McCoid reported on the ELCA’s relationship with its full-communion partners. Much time had been spent tending to relationships, listening to concerns and responding to them. In the past year the partners have been considering what to do once the full-communion agreement has been adopted. The relationship needs to advance the churches’ mission, especially in congregations and middle judicatories. Pr. McCoid indicated that The United Methodist Church members are enthusiastic, running far ahead of the ELCA in developing ways to work together. He stated that he had met recently with the LutheranEpiscopal Coordinating Committee to talk about theological education and mission. Another topic among the full-communion partners is small-membership congregations and the need to consider them in mission planning. Implementation of the agreements is for the sake of mission on the local as well as the national level.

Pr. McCoid turned to international relationships, reviewing the conversations with partners on the recent ecumenical journey. Conversations on the journey were very candid, with partners talking about internal struggles and external relationships. Each partner affirmed the desire to continue in partnership, he said, because each party learns things when they are in dialogue. The overall message was that we must not move away from partners because we fragment further the unity that is Christ’s will. Each partner must be clear in what it teaches, but also needs to be in dialogue with those who disagree, even those within their own church. Conversations like these made the trip exceed Presiding Bishop Hanson’s expectations.

Pr. McCoid continued by summarizing the meeting with the new general secretary of the World Council of Churches, the Rev. Olav Fyske Tveit, a Lutheran from Norway. General Secretary Tveit had talk about the importance of the theology of the cross for ecumenical dialogue. Members of the Lutheran World Federation, Pr. McCoid acknowledged, have expressed a variety of reactions to the decisions of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. The ELCA continues to work with partners through communication, visitation, listening, and talking about roles and expectations. Some relationships are fragile. Pr. McCoid reported that the LWF will meet in assembly during the summer of 2010 under the theme, “Give Us This Day our Daily Bread.”

In response to a question from Pr. Nafzger, Pr. McCoid indicated that the Anglican Communion does not recognize the North America Anglican Church and that the relationship between the communion and the Episcopal Church is strained. Pr. Nafzger reported that the LCMS had been approached by the North American Anglican Church for formal dialogue. A series of meetings to get to know one another and explore a relationship has been planned.

Pr. Nafzger stated that the International Lutheran Council (ILC) had moved in 2007 to a three-year cycle of meetings. In the first year, five regions met; the second year was an international conference in Seoul; in the third a world seminaries conference on confessional Lutheran identity will be held. The next ILC meeting is in October at Wittenberg, where participants plan to become more familiar with the Wittenberg Project and discuss the proposal for an interactive museum in Wittenberg in time for the 2017 celebrations.

Pr. McCoid inquired about joint meetings between the ILC and the LWF. Pr. Nafzger replied that he would like to have another joint meeting before the end of General Secretary Ishmael Noko’s term. He committed to trying to arrange the meeting.

Pr. Nafzger reported that the LCMS has had increasing requests for contacts with African churches. A partnership agreement has been signed with the Mekane Yesus church. While not yet church fellowship, the agreement marks progress in moving toward a common confession; the goal is altar and pulpit fellowship. An invitation for dialogue has been received from the Church in Madagascar. Requests have come from bishops from eastern Tanzania.

Pr. McCoid responded by saying that he is aware of some of the contacts mentioned. He emphasized the importance of a joint LWF-ILC meeting so that everyone is aware of what is happening.

Pr. Nafzger noted that some of the churches plan to attend the LWF assembly.

OTHER MATTERS

President Kieschnick announced that Pr. Nafzger and Pr. McCoid would work on scheduling further meetings of the committee.

Pr. Nafzger commented that it had been helpful to have the agencies at the table.
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Pr. Nunes expressed gratitude for the invitation to participate. He commented that he had learned much, and he emphasized that the work of the shared ministries clearly is interwoven with the churches and their viability. The churches have invested in the agencies so that everyone can grow. He desired to be as involved as possible in future meetings.

President Kieschnick agreed that it had been helpful to have the ministry partners at the table. Pr. McCoid expressed thanks for the presentations.

CLOSING PRAYER

Pr. Nunes closed the meeting with prayer.

ADJOURNMENT

The thirty-sixth meeting of the Committee on Lutheran Cooperation adjourned at 10:48 a.m.
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Until further order. the First Defendant, the Second Defendant and
the Third Defendant, their servants, agents, assocuates,
representatives “or member of the Reformation Service are
restrained from communicating, liaising with the Enga Provincial
Government, National Health and Education Departments, the
State or any other person for any matters relating to or for and on
behalf of the Plaintifl

Until further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant and
the Third Defendant, their servanis, agents, associates,
representatives or member of the Reformation Service are
restrained from attending, communicating, liaising or visiting any
hospital, health cenire. aid-posts and schools owned and operated
by the Plaintif, or jointly owned and operated by the Plaintiff witi
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of PNG. ¥

Unsil further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant and
the Third Defendant, their servants, agents, associates,
representatives or member of the Reformation Service are
restrained from writing letters, correspondence which includes
telephone, facsimile, email with the Churches Medical Council,
PNG Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, the
Missouri Synod, and the PNG Mission Society for any matters
pertaining (o the Plaintiff

Re-list the proceedings for directions at 9.30am on Monday 12
July 2010.

Grant liberty to apply on 48 hows" otice after the conclusion of
the Plaintff’s June 2010 Synod.

Costs of this hearing are 1o be costs in the cause.

This Order shall be entered forthwith.

affidavits, being four of the eight affidavits filed by the Plaintiff in these proceedings:

Deponent Date sworn Document
Number

Bishop David Piso 29 Mar 10 13

Pastor Beto Babylon 30 Mar 10 14

Bishop David Piso 05 Aug 10 2

Bishop David Piso 11 0ct 10 38

Pk

At that hearing on 12 October 2010, the Plaintiff relied on the following
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2016 20 154 96,300 $16,150 Austria, Colombia, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Germany,
Ghana, Madagascar, Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, South
Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Ukraine, United

Kingdom

2017 15 98 85,800 $13,900 Germany, Japan, Philippines, Switzerland, UAE, Uganda,
Ukraine

2018 19 130 123,460 $18,800 Japan, Latvia, Madagascar, Nigeria, South Korea, Taiwan

2019 2 1 10,000 $1,650 Ethiopia, Netherlands

TOTAL 224 1,528 1135260  $183,900

Note: The Berlin 2019 trip showed a Triplt duration glitch of 370 days — treated as a normal ~5-day trip. Trips to Ballwin/Kirkwood/St. Louis
(MO) and other domestic locations ot counted in international totals.

International Countries Visited — 61 Countries / Territories, 6 Continents

* Countries identified from passport stamps, supplementary itineraries, and archive documents (not in Triplt fight records). Italic rows
indicate these additional countries.

Domestic U.S. travel included extensively but not enumerated here. Home base: Troy / St. Louis, MO (STL).

1 Argentina Americas — Buenos Aires

2 Australia Asia-Pacific — Sydney / LCA Convention %
3 Belgium Europe — Brussels

4 Brazil Americas — Porto Alegre, Vitoria

5 Canada Americas — Toronto (ON), Winnipeg (MB)
6 Chile Americas — Santiago *

7 China Asia-Pacific — Beijing / Shanghai %

8 Colombia Americas — Bogoté %

9 Czech Republic Europe — Prague

10 Denmark Europe — Copenhagen %

11 Djibouti Africa — Djibouti City %

12 Dominican Republic Americas — Santo Domingo

13 Ethiopia Africa — Addis Ababa

14 Finland Europe — Helsinki %

15 France Europe — Paris / Roissy-en-France

16 Germany Europe — Berlin, Frankfurt am Main, Hannover, Wittenberg
17 Ghana Africa — Accra *

18 Guatemala Americas — Guatemala City

19 Haiti Americas — Port-au-Prince

20 Hong Kong Asia-Pacific — Hong Kong

21 India Asia-Pacific — Chennai, Various %

22 Indonesia Asia-Pacific — Jakarta

23 | ltaly Europe — Rome %

24 Japan Asia-Pacific — Tokyo
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Dr. Wilhelm Weber, Bishop
August 18,2010
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Rev. Matthew Harrison will assume office as President of the LCMS on September 1, and I am
certain that this conversation will continue. I pray that our two churches will continue to grow in
their love for and commitment to each other. Iwish you every blessing in your important work
as the bishop of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa.

With warm and fraternal greetings,
Your partner in Christ’s mission,

ivanil

The Rev. Gerald B. Kieschnick
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

GBK:clo

cC: Rev. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President-elect
Dr. Mike Rodewald
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From: chris@scandhouse.org

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 12:51 PM

To: Chris (Scandhouse)

Subject: Balltic Lutheran bishops rebuke ELCA and the Church of Sweden
Attachments: 0911 Baltic bishops stmt.pdf

November 18

Attached is a statement by the Lutheran bishops of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia from their meeting in Tallinn November
3-4. The final paragraph of the statement expresses their deep distress over the recent decisions by ELCA and the
Church of Sweden concerning homosexuality and notes that these decisions make pulpit and altar fellowship impossible
... and implies that these decisions may cause these churches to reconsider their participation in the Lutheran World
Federation (and presumably in the Porvoo Communion, although that is not mentioned).

This statement was published today in Kyrka och Folk, the Swedish Confessional Lutheran weekly, but has thus far not
appeared elsewhere in the Swedish press (or, as far as | am aware, in the US press).

Feel free to forward, post or publish the statement for those interested.

Chris Barnekov
Scandinavia House, Fort Wayne
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Entry stamp

Entry — Nov 7, 2014

Exit — Nov 15, 2014

Entry — Jan 14, 2015 (ILC discussions)

Immigration Officer *(7744)* — Leave to enter 6 months.
Entry — church visits

Entry — Kyiv visit

Entry — April extended visit; valid 30 days

Entry — fellowship discussions with ELC Kazakhstan
Exit

Entry — NIS Lagos-MMIA; 8 days

Entry/transit stamp

Entry - Kyiv and Odessa; DELKU discussions.

Entry — Sep 5, 2015

Exit - Sep 19, 2015

2011-2021 Passport p.7
2014-2016 Passport p.9
2014-2016 Passport p.9
2014-2016 Passport p.8
2014-2016 Passport p.4
2011-2021 Passport p.8
2014-2016 Passport p.12
2014-2016 Passport p.8/9
2014-2016 Passport p.12
2014-2016 Passport p.12
2011-2021 Passport p.18
2011-2021 Passport p.15
2014-2016 Passport p.12
2015-2017 Passport p.3
2015-2017 Passport p.3

ENTRADA - Sep 22, 2015 (DIRECCION NACIONAL)

12015-2017 Passport p.2

SALIDA - Sep 27, 2015

§2015-zo17 Passport p.2

Entry — muliple entry visa N0.23-1460019
Entry - 9 days Lagos
Entry — Nuba Mountains Lutheran Church; visa from Washington DC

Entry — Mar 19, 2016 (Nyumanzi Refugee Camp)

Entry - Bogota Lutheran group seeking LCMS relationship

2011-2021 Passport p.9
2011-2021 Passport p.20
2015-2017 Passport p.4

2015-2017 Passport p.6

2015-2017 Passport p.5

Exit
Entry - Aug 8, 2016

Entry — DELKU-LCC-LCMS-SELCU Protocol Agreement signed
Exit - YKPAIHA Bopucnins — Odessa

Entry - Sep 12, 2016

Entry - Tanzania visa URT3274345 (Sep 2, 2016)

Entry — Sep 2016 (visa MV0018230 valid Sep 7-Mar 2017)
Immigration Officer *(3234)* — Oct 1, 2016 (ILC extended stay)
Entry Schengen area via Paris — Oct 9, 2016

Departure — Oct 12, 2016 (EMBARKED)

Entry — Nov 4, 2016 (Johannesburg church relations)

Entry — Nov 5, 2016; visa DROIT DE TIMBRE No.173180

Entry - Jan 6, 2017; extended visit to Feb 4, 2017

Exit — Feb 4, 2017

Entry - Feb 20, 2017

Exit - Feb 24, 2017

Entry

Landing Permission — 90 days

Entry

Entry stamp — ILC ecumenical discussions (Geneva)

2015-2017 Passport p.7
2015-2017 Passport p.5
2015-2017 Passport p.11
2015-2017 Passport p.11
2015-2017 Passport p.8
2015-2017 Passport p.8
2015-2017 Passport p.6
2015-2017 Passport p.6
2015-2017 Passport p.7
2015-2017 Passport p.7
2015-2017 Passport p.7
2015-2017 Passport p.10
2015-2017 Passport p.10
2015-2017 Passport p.10
2015-2017 Passport p.11
2015-2017 Passport p.11
2011-2021 Passport p.12
2011-2021 Passport p.17
2011-2021 Passport p.7
2011-2021 Passport p.39
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We extend our welcome to the LCMS delegation into Papua New Guinea in early August 2010
to meet with the GLC groups and work out a mutually agreeable process to end the divisions
and form one unified body of Christ. The GLC leaders can meet and agree in September 2010 a
fimetable for the reconciliation process and the District Conferences and Synod begin thereafter
to complete its constitutional process in finding one GLC leadership. We are also writing to our
brother Rev. David Piso o cease what he is doing (staging his synod) and issue open invitation
{o the LCMS delegation and agree with us to come into a meeting of reconciliation and seeking
unity before God.

May God give you all the strength and wisdom needed on this mission you take in GLC and free
His people in divisions and rivalry and form one united body of Christ in the GLC.

Yours in Christ.
The Leaders of the United GLC

(PR SR

Ps Nicodemus Aiyene Ps Philipo Paiaka
Deputy Bishop/Chairman  District President—Kandep

? Ps SamsonYapata Ps Seke Nete

el Pé
General Secretary

Wapenamanda Laiagam Wabag
Ps Maniosd Yakasa

Hagen/Urban Regions The former Lutheran Reform
Services

Ps Jdohn Nathan
The Jormer Opposition Group

Derrick Nepo Ju
Chairman. 2010 Synod  Legf§ Advisor
Planning Committee

Cc Rev. James Cerdenola, President. Lutheran Church in the Philippines
Rev. Dr Traugott Farnbacher. Secretary for Papua New Guinea. Pacific and East Asia
Mission OneWorld, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria
Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Harahap, Asia Secretary. Dept. of Mission and Development. LWF
Rev. Yutaka Kumei. President. Japan Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr Ishmael Noko. General Secretary. The Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler. President. Lutheran Church of Australia
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um. President. Lutheran Church in Korea
Rev. Richard Yi. President. Lutheran Church—Hong Kong Synod
ILC Executive Committee
Hon Peter Ipatas MP. Governor of the Enga Province.

Page 3
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44 Cumently, the Defendants allege that Bishop Piso has been excommunicated and
Bishop Piso claims that the Defendants have committed contempt of court. It is difficult
10 see how this situation could escalate much further although it would not surprise me if

the parties to these proceedings found a way to achieve that goal.

45 The better question is how to de-cscalatc the dispute which undetlies these
proceedings. 1 suspect that a starting point may be for the Defendants to withdraw the
suggestion that Bishop Piso has been excommunicated and for Bishop Piso to exercise his
authority as head of the Plaintiff church in PNG to ot pursuc the motion which seeks to
have the Defendants dealt with for contempt of cout

46 Noting that the Tntemational President of the Lutheran Church, of which the
Plaintiff church is a part, favours some form of reccnciliation, the preferable course is for
an attempt to be made to resolve this matter by mediation. That wouid carry three
advantages: (1) it would be quicker, (2) it would be cheaper, and (3) it would be more
private so that the Plaintiff church is not “airing its dirty linen in public”. However, no-
one can be forced to fesolve a dispute by mediation since a successful ouicome via

mediation requires the consent of each of the parties involved.

47 It s clear that the time has come for those involved in this dispute to decide
whether they wish to “wage war” or “pursue peace”. I will provide those altematives to
the parties to these proceedings by making orders that (1) continue the existing orders for
three weeks, to Monday 6 Decomber 2010, (2) providing directions to enable questions of
contempt of court to be dezlt with on that occasion, and (3) providing further dircctions
which enable the partics to take the altemative course of submitting their dispute to
mediation in a manner that accords with what had been expressed by the International

President of the Lutheran Church of which the Plaintiff is a part.

Orders

48 Accordingly, the orders in these proceedings will be as follows:
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EXHIBIT J
Nafzger, Samuel ) B

From: Herbert Hoefer [HHoefer@cu-portiand.edu]

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2010 10:09 AM

To: Birner, David

Ce: Nafzger, Samuel; Mattson, Dan; Kieschnick, Gerald; Mehl, John
Subject: RE: India update

David,

Usualy the seminary is intentionally left out of the political conflicts of the church. 1In
the past, if any political leader touched the seminary, they immediately lost support. The
transfer of the four profs almost two yers ago had a lot of popular support because people
were disgusted with their behavior. The consequence, however, is that the church must
quickly develop a whole new set of qualified professors.

We have the facillities in India to do that, partcularly at Gurukul, a fellow Lutheran
institution with an IELC Principal. With CRISP not yet up and running, we just need some
other funds to support IELC pastors to go for higher studies, in India as far as possible.
With just $10,000 a year we could have 3-4 pastors in MTh and doctoral studies.

God bless.

Herb

Birner, David [david.birner@lcms.org]

Sent: Friday, August @6, 2010 7:30 AM

To: Herbert Hoefer

Cc: Nafzger, Samuel; Mattson, Dan; Kieschnick, Gerald; Mehl, John
Subject: RE: India update

Thank you for the update, Herb. I am disappointed that the seminary has been unable to
upgrade its academic program to the BD level. It seems that the dream of accreditation is
still off in the future. I wonder if there is another way to supplement the educational
qualifications of Lutheran pastors...perhaps through an internationally recognized
accreditation process. It seems to me that the future of the church in India may be brighter
if there was a way to excel in ministry and academics that could rise above the IELC's
organizational political challenges.

Blessings,
Dave.

----- Original Message-----

Herbert Hoefer [mailto:HHoefer@cu-portland.edu]
Thursday, August 05, 2010 1:57 PM

To: Kieschnick, Gerald

Cc: Nafzger, Samuel; Birner, David; Mattson, Dan
Subject: India update

Pres. Kieschnick,

You have received the word of thanks from Pres. Samuel of the IELC for your steadfast
personal and institutional support of God's mission in India. At Dan Mattson's encouraging,
I thought I should update you on the situation Pres. Samuel is currently facing.

1
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“Yes. And that is always the struggle when we work with developing countries,” said Rev.
Thomas Skrenes, bishop of the Northern Great Lakes Synod and a long-time friend of
Malasusa.

I would guess that the Swedish donations are at about the same level. | wondered if they could pull it off, and | would
not be surprised if they could not. The same goes for the Ethiopians. There are pastors and evangelists who will not
have support, there are seminaries that will suffer loss of teachers and income and the prospect of scholarships, there
are health centers that will not be built and the list goes on and on. You can be sure that quite a few questions have
already been raised in Tanzania in addition to those in Chicago. It’s fine to talk about “blood money” if you live in the
US. It looks different if you live in Tanzania, a land where there is never enough to satisfy basic need.

At the same time, the ELCA is not demanding that Malasusa change his position about anything. All they are doing is
reminding him that it is not his business to lead the crusade. You can be certain that no Tanzanian has changed his/her
mind, but they’ve been told where the limits of free speech are for now. The same people who would rightfully criticize
anyone who said, “You must confess faith in Jesus before you can have a sack of grain,” freely engage in, “You must
accept our right to ordain homosexuals before you can be served by this medical doctor. “I think it is despicable for the
rich to act this way. It will be interesting to see how this plays out in the upcoming LWF meeting.

This is yet another example of our chief challenge in the ecumenical world: how can we be responsible partners with
churches who take the Scriptures and Confessions seriously but who have a very different history and life from our own
and are going to have to do things that we do not have to do? What is the contribution we are prepared to make and
under what circumstances? | think the Missouri Synod needs to speak on this so that people know what to expect. Dan
Mattson

From: Nafzger, Samuel

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 3:02 PM

To: Andrew Fitzgerald; Bruce Wurdeman; Daniel Mattson (E-mail); David Birner (E-mail); Diekelman, William (private);
Gerald Kieschnick (E-mail); Harrison, Matt; Joel Lehenbauer (joel.lehenbauer@lcms.org); Jon Braunersreuther (E-mail);
Raymond Hartwig (E-mail); Samuel Nafzger (E-mail); Tom Zehnder

Cc: Mike Rodewald; Vogel, Larry

Subject: FW: African church waivers on homosexuality

FYI----Have any of you heard anything about this?

Paula Schlueter Ross

Manager, News and Information,
and Editor, Reporter Online

Board for Communication Services

Phone: 314-996-1230
Fax: 314-996-1126
Toll-free: 800-248-1930 (Ext. 1230)

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
1333 S. Kirkwood Road
St. Louis, MO 63122-7295

Note: Photos and other art provided to Reporter also may be posted to the Reporter Online Web site at
http://www.lcms. ‘reporter.

CONNECT
Web: www.lcms.org <http://www.lcms.org>

Facebook: www.facebook.com/thelcms <http://www.facebook.com/thelcms>

Twitter: www.twitter.com/thelcms <http://www.twitter.com/thelcms>
Reporter: www.lcms.org/reporter < ://www.lcms.org/reporter>
2
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NCHOGU, OMWANZA & NYASIMI

ADVOCATES

Our Ref.: NON/JNM/050/2010 :
Your Ref: ~ TBA e
Wednesday, November 3, 201

Rev. James E. May,
Lutheran Heritage Foundation-Africa,
P.O. Box 521-00502,

Nairobi. 2
“DEMAND LETTER”.
Original by Recorded Hand Delivery™
Copy by Scanned E-mails and Registered Mails
Dear Sir,

RE: TRESPASS INTO ARC. BISHOP OBARE’S PROPERTIES

P

Duly instructed by the Most Reverend Dr. Walter Obare, Arc Bishop (herein after
referred to as “Our Client”), we hereby address you as we do hereunder:-

That on the 7" dav of August 2010 without his knowledge, you unlawf: aily,

illegaiiy, and or malicicusly went and entered into of ‘our client’s premises
tuated at Rachuonyo District headquarters ana /also ‘trespassed into His
piroperiies situated ai the Oyugis Town, took pictures: with ulterior motives
targeted to injure his person as well as put his proverties at risk, Ividence i that
s available to prove ourvase.

We are under firm instruction from our clients to ask you to strrender the photos.
taken for purposes of des! llovmp the same and give an apology for the offence
committed. We furtt ou to desist any nmhﬂr trespass and tak
photos of our clien! »s without his express authority.

TAKE NOTI hal we have further peremptory instructiens from our Llfeyf :
institute legal proceedings agaimnst you, at yvour risk as to costs and &
consequences on your part in the event that you do not write to confim your

position on this matter and in event not longer than 14 (fourteen) days from the
date hereof. FURTHER NOTE that this will not stop our client trom filing a
complaint for criminal proceedings against you with the relevant authori
your prosecution.

Yours faithfully,
Nchogu, Omwanza & Nyasimi Advocates

Partners
Ombati Omwanza, LLB. Hoos: Moi Dip; K.5 L
Job Nyasimi Momanyi, LLB, Hons: Mos, Dip; K 5.1
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Rev. Albert B. Collver Ill — Countries Visited by Year (2005-2019) — Updated

Sources: P = Passport stam T = Triplt ¢ B = Bot * = New country not in Tripit

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010

=

Country Region | J:;‘:'s
Djibouti Africa 2
[Ethiopia Africa 9
Ghana Africa 4
Kenya Africa 9
Liberia Africa 1
[Madagascar Africa 6
% Malawi Africa 1)
INigeria Africa 3
South Africa Africa 4
South Sudan Africa i1
Sudan Africa 1
anzania Africa 5
Uganda Africa 2
rgentina Americas 3
Brazi Americas g
* chile Americas 1
[Colombia Americas i
Canada Americas 2
[Dominican Republic Americas 4
Guatemala Americas 3
Haiti ~ Americas 2
[Mexico Americas ik
Nicaragua Americas 1
* Peru Americas 1
* Uruguay Americas ok
% Australia Asia-Pacific 2
China (HK + Beijing) Asia-Pacific 3
% India Asia-Pacific 2
Indonesia Asia-Pacific 4
apan Asia-Pacific 4
* Malaysia Asia-Pacific 1
* Mongolia Asia-Pacific 1
Papua New Guinea Asia-Pacific 2
Philippines Asia-Pacific ih
Singapore Asia-Pacific 1
South Korea Asia-Pacific 3
aiwan Asia-Pacific i
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Rev. Albert B. Collver Il — Passport Stamp Log (All 4 Passports: 2002-2012,

Country Date cation/Airport
Russia 2005-09-xx Pulkovo Airport (St. Petersburg)
Indonesia 2006-09-07 Jakarta Soekarno-Hatta Airport
Madagascar 2007-02-20 Ivato International Airport (Antananarivo)
Madagascar 2007-02-25 Ivato International Airport

Brazil 20070722 |Brazil (DPMAF-DPF-BRASIL entry)
Brazi 20070727 Brazil (DPMAF-DPF-BRASIL exit)
South Africa 2007-09-13 OR Tambo International Airport
Kenya 2007-09-19 JKIA Nairobi

South Africa 2007-00-19 OR Tambo International Airport
Russia 2007-10-27 Pulkovo Airport (St. Petersburg)
Germany 2007-11-07 Frankfurt/Main Airport

Russia 2007-11-17 Sheremetyevo Airport (Moscow)

Hong Kong (China) 2008-02-04 Hong Kong International Airport
Malaysia 2008-02-08 Kuala Lumpur International Airport
Indonesia 2008-02-09 Jakarta Soekarno-Hatta Airport

India 2008-02-12 Chennai Airport

Hong Kong (China) 2008-09-20 Hong Kong International Airport

Hong Kong (China) 2008-09-25 Hong Kong International Airport
Kenya 2008-10-11 JKIA Nairobi

Kenya 2008-10-19 JKIA Nairobi

Russia 2009-05-29 Pulkovo Airport (St. Petersburg)
Dominican Republic 120100121 Las Américas Airport (Santo Domingo) |
Dominican Republic 2010-02-03 Las Américas Airport (Santo Domingo)
Guatemala 2010-06-07 Guatemala City airport

India 2010-10-09 India (airport)

South Korea 2010-10-09 Incheon International Airport

Germany 2010-10-22 Berlin-Tegel Airport

Russia 2010-11-03 Sheremetyevo Airport (Moscow)
Netherlands 2010-11-11 Amsterdam Schiphol

Netherlands 2010-11-15 Amsterdam Schiphol

Kazakhstan 2010-12:05 [Kazakhstan border/airport

Japan 2011-01-08 Narita International Airport

Kenya 20110207 IKIA Nairobi

Kenya 20110212 JKIA Nairobi

Dominican Republic 2011-08-10 ILas Américas Airport (Santo Domingo)
Dominican Republic 20110315 Las Américas Airport (Santo Domingo)
Agentina 12011-03-24 Buenos Aires airport

Argentina 12011-03-28 Buenos Aires airport

Guatemala T 011-10-04 Guatemala City airport

Guatemala 2011-10-07 (Guatemala City airport

Lithuania 2011-11-xx Vilnius
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While writing this letter to you, I and the GLC membership in experiencing
full joy and peace after years of neglect and lonesome. We pray earnestly to
meet your LCMS delegation in the not distant future to share and work towards
what God wants us to do in the GLC to move His church forward and free from
the burdens exerted by the devil.

We will post you a timetable and schedule of your visit and our meetings after
in-house matters are resolved such as the impending and negating court actions
taken against the church by David Piso. A decision of the court is expected on
December 6 and we all are n prayers as to overcome this hurdle in peace and
Christian manner.

While over excitement may lead me to say more but I must end here with praise
and glory to God our creator and father in heaven who is the only one we
profess, have faith, hear His Word and serve in all that we are empowered by
the Holy Spirit to do in His church.

Thank you again, and please pass our gratitude and greetings to President Rev.
Matthew Harrison and the entire LCMS leadership, AMT and WM Board, former
missionaries and Christian members for their prayers, 1ike-mind and support to
the GLC in these turbulent times.

God's Blessings be with you all,

REV. NICODEMUS AIYENE
BISHOP

Page3
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Rev. Dr. Joseph Ochola Omolo; P. O. Box 45 Sondu 40109, Kenya

Signature: Date:19™ January 2010

(TO BE FILLED IN BY THE COMPETENT CHURCH AUTHORITY)

CHURCH ENDORSEMENT
The above application has been processed by the church (Scholarship Committee
or Human Resource Development Committee). Please state date and minutes.

Is the applicant to be prepared for specific position or task in the church?
If so, state nature of such a position or task.

If the study or training program applied for is not directly related to the
work of the church, state reasons why your church wishes to nominate the
applicant to the LWF for a scholarship.

The following recommendation was given:

Church priority (if more than one application is submitted): ( )
Name and postal address of church:

Name and capacity of official

Signature m Date: ,,55/07/@/0 Official stamp:
P i o i
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Partnership Agreement Between the
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus [EECMY]
and
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod [LCMS]

1.PREAMBLE

Whereas  the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) grew out of the
joint ventures of the European and American Lutheran and Presbyterian
Missions/Churches and that of the Indigenous Evangelists, who undertook.
evangelism work in Ethiopia a the tum of the 19” century;

Whereas  the EECMY was constituted as a National Church in 1959, which marked
the beginning of her history as a self- goveming, self- propagating and self
supporting church, and at which point she began to play more active role as
part of the Universal Church and of the World Wide Ecumenical Family;
and whereas the Partners have been faithully accompanying her in
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Chrst with human power, financial and
material supports;

Whereas  the EECMY and the Partncrs signed the “Integration Agreement” in 1969,
as a result of which the institutions and propertes formerly administered by
the Partners were transferred to the EECMY; and whereas the EECMY and
the Partners signed the "Agreement on Cooperation” and_eventually
established the "Commitiee of Mutual Christian Responsibilty” [CMCR] in
the later partof the 1970s;

Whereas i the ensuing years, the ministry of the EECMY grew at such a tremehdous
speed that she was enormously challenged to devise various strategies for
developing and better utilizing her resources, with an aim of becoming
‘more and more self-supporting church:

Wheteas  in 1972, the EECMY developed a Vision of “Wholistic Ministry”, which
has been elaborated in her famous Policy Paper entitled: “The Inter-relation
between the Proclamation of the Gospel and Human Development”; and
whereas the Policy Paper not only offered adequate interpretation of the
concept of wholism but also stimulated deeper reflections and prompted
actionsat local Tevel and on the intemational scene;

Whereas  in view of enhancing and broadening our fritful working relationship of
the past years in the field of wholistic mission (witness & service), we have
developed a "Concept Document on Partership" which has becn adopted
by the 22nd CMCR meefing in Janary of 2001 and whereas this Standard

Agreement is based on that concept;
(>3
(/éﬂ VVIL
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EXHIBIT F

LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

Offi

LUTHERSE KERK IN SUIDER AFRIKA D e s i g
KEREKE YA LUTHERE MO BORWA JWAAFRIKA _  ~ "~ " @
LUTHERISCHE KIRCHE IM SUDLICHEN AFRIKA  Foer™ 0as o33 260,
IKERIKE NGOKOBULUTHERE ENINGIZIMU Emal: bishop cse@amailcom
A
——

ce of the Bisho

President Dr. Gerald Kieschnick
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
1333 S.Kirkwood Rd

St.Louis MO 63122-7295 USA

Monday, the 21%! June 2010
Honourable President, dear Jerry!

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ +

During my last visit to your beautiful country you encouraged me to contact you whenever | needed
your help. That time has come faster than | imagined. | trust that you will address this concern with
sympathy even if it is a rather busy time for you due to the coming convention in Houston.

Ten years ago your church enabled the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa [LCSA] to employ me
as a teacher at the Lutheran Theological Seminary. This made the successful implementation of
the strategic goals set in cooperation with LCMS World Mission for the past decade possible:

1. Moving the Seminary from Natal to Pretoria and registering it as a Section 21 company.
2. Establishing the Seminary as a joint-venture of the confessional Lutheran Churches here.

3. Expanding the Seminary program to include post-graduate studies at the University of
Pretoria and establishing a Lutheran Chair there. Prof. Dr. Werner Klén is to occupy this
chair starting this August.

Looking back it is clear that this positive engagement from your side empowered the Lutheran
Church in Southern Africa to move forward as described. At the last Church council meeting | was
tasked to ask you most respectfully, whether you would graciously consider to grant new support of
$60, 000 per annum for the next years to the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. This could prove
critical for its organizational stabilization and urgent restructuring plus its envisaged consolidation
with the FELSiSA before 2017. | fear that without your support the Lutheran Church in Southern
Africa might just fail to attain these significant and meaningful goals successfully.

Trusting that you will do what you can, | pray that the triune God may shower his grace and mercy
over you and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod as you continue to lead it forward towards the
global celebration of the Lutheran Churches birthday in 2017. His peace be with you now and
forever +

Yours sincerely
KPPW. Wolbws T

Dr. Wilhelm Weber +
Bishop of the LCSA





EPUB/nav.xhtml

Collver Volume I — International Ministry Documents

		Collver Volume I — International Ministry Documents

		Table of Contents

		About This Edition

		World Map

		Biographical Introduction		A Note on These Volumes

		Biographical Introduction		Formation: Jackson to St. Louis

		Parish Ministry: DeWitt, Michigan (2001–2006)

		World Relief and Human Care: Saint Louis (2006–2010)

		Director of Church Relations: LCMS (2010–2019)

		The International Lutheran Council: Executive / General Secretary

		(2012–2019)

		New Church Fellowships Established (2010–2019)

		The Global Seminary Initiative

		The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (2017–present)

		Return to Parish Ministry: Troy, Illinois (2020–Present)

		From Calendar Explorer to Lutheran Lectionary: The Technologist

		Thread (1996–2026)

		International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (2016–2019)

		Humanitarian Presence: Haiti, Refugees, and Mercy

		Scholar and Author

		A Statistical Portrait of the Travels

		About These Volumes: A Guide for the Reader





		Chronological Summary of Ministry Highlights (2005–

		2023)

		A Word of Gratitude and Purpose





		Travel History Analysis

		Country & Year Tracker

		1991

		Partner Church Protocol 1991 Bohlmann

		1997

		Kuster Kazakhstan Strategy

		2007

		Collver CHI Award 2007

		2008

		Quill Trip Report for Ethiopia

		2009

		Quill Trip Report for Ethiopia

		AGENDA PCRC 1202090001 combined

		Issues, Etc. — Radio Appearances

		2010

		EECMYAgreement and LCMS

		To Jacmel Haiti Aboard A Cessna 208B Caravan

		Haiti Nextstep

		Tenemos Vida - We have our lives

		Witness Mercy Life-Together v1.1

		Witness Mercy Life Together Comm Pres v1.2

		PCRC Agenda and Exhibits 81020100001

		Trip Report for Ghana

		Report on Lutheran CORE Theological Conference and Annual Convocation

		2010-09-09trip report Trip to Guatamala

		Staff Installation FINAL

		PCRC Agenda and Exhibits

		Haiti Seminary Curriculum Planning Meeting

		Conference Report Letter

		PCRC Docket

		Kazakhstan Trip Report

		Siberia Request for Approval of Recognition of Fellowship Exhibits Dec 2010

		Fellowship Recognized Between LCMS and SELC

		Witness Mercy Life Together Blog		what it says.” Mart...

		Advent Blessings

		St. Ambrose: Homilist and Hymnwriter

		Advent Open House in the President's Office

		Luther's Later Preaching

		Conference

		Seminary (Ft. Wayne) Chapel

		SELC

		Three-D Christmas

		Regarding the Call to Village, Ladue

		This morning,

		Mysteries

		A Kairos Moment

		International Center

		Life Together

		New LCMS P...

		‘There Be Lutherans’ . . . in Siberia!

		Difference

		Ladue - January 1

		President

		Concerning Predestination

		Blessed Epiphany and New Year

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		God’s Final Answer When We Ask: Why?

		Fun in Fargo

		Haiti . . . One Year Later

		Our “Life Together”

		CTS Symposia 2011

		Uncle Harold

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Lutheran Study Bible "Pocket Edition"

		On the Rooftop with LMI

		March for Life Ignored Again

		This letter from President Harrison appeared in the

		On the Side of Life

		Is 2012 the Year?

		WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?

		Group Arrived In Kenya

		Update from ELCK Office in Nairobi

		Breakfast with Obare and Update on Drought

		1001 Orphan and Project 24 Update

		Ukunda and Wema Update

		Udom Chepareria Rescue Center

		Udom Rescue Center Part 2 and Lake Victoria

		Sprinting

		Othoro Rescue Kisumu Kenya

		Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya Dioceses

		Dr. Collver's LCEF Devotion

		Together Presentation at ...

		More on the “Koinonia Project”

		"No 'Buts' about It!"

		Visit from Concordia College Selma

		Synod

		Harrison

		A Way Forward with Harmony and Koinonia

		Doing the Impossible

		Command Day

		Blessed Lent

		Fourth Annual Emmaus Conference

		support for Japan

		Republic

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		LCMS President announces grants for Japan

		LCMS Witness (Mission) in Palmar Arriba

		Concordia Seminary, Buenos Aires Argentina

		A Little Christmas during Lent?

		IELA Convention Update

		Chapel at the International Center

		Harrison, Mehl Consult on Japan Relief

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Colloquy – What’s That?

		A Great Blessing from God!

		On

		More “Talk” about the Koinonia Project...

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		North Dakota Floods - Bulletin Insert

		"We Dye to Live"

		community of belie...

		To Die With Jesus Is To Live With Jesus

		President Harrison Meet...

		Blessed Easter

		A Future with a Promise

		On Knowing Nothing But the Cross

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Two Districts Moving 'Beyond Survival Mode'

		Devil, hunger, thirst...

		Go to the Seminary!

		Prague Lutherans Help Japan Disaster

		Sending Two to South Africa

		A Tale of Two Campus Ministries

		Together

		Partnership in the Gospel

		LCMS Responds to Southern Storms

		A Special LCMS Financial Report

		Witness

		Constancy of Change

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Norway and Finland Visit...

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together and Restructuring

		The Future is Here

		A Picture of Possibilities

		Wisconsin Pastor's Co...

		God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It

		the "YOU"!!!

		LCMS Board of Directors at Fort Wayne Sem

		the Evangelical Luth...

		A Mercy Conference in Latvia

		CTS Commencement 2011

		Seminary

		Theological Seminary

		Evangelical Lutheran Church...

		Theological Seminary

		damage, relief

		Worship at the Jesus Congregation in Riga

		Even When Steeples Are Falling

		Lutheran Church Canada

		Random Thoughts 9 Months in...

		Scandinavian Trip

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Hit the Ground Running in Seoul

		Pentecost Sermon in Seoul

		“Such a Church We Leave to the Enthusiasts!”

		the Holy Spirit.

		and Joe Light, WSJ,

		Preacher!

		A Gift from the Lutheran Church of Nigeria

		"A Little Book on Joy" Now in Reprint!

		Tribute

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Pastors Struggle with Death

		Available Now

		LCMS Missionary Orientation -- Week 1

		The Role of Theological Education in Missions

		Orientation

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		The Pentecost Task -- Missionary Orientation

		Missionary Sending Service

		the Arts -- Gustav...

		College

		Papua New Guinea Mission Society Meeting

		of Life Together

		"Don't Sweat the Weeds!"

		Restructuring Update

		What about Bob?

		ELCK Visit to LCMS and Audit Report

		The Secret Place of the Storm

		Proper 14A, Gospel

		St. Mary, Mother of Our Lord

		Life Together and the Koinonia Project

		Lunch With The Saint Louis Archbishop

		They’ll Be In the Mail

		How Do We Help People Caught in Sin?

		Walther, Wittenberg, & Weihnachten

		Observations on the ELCA Churchwide Assembly

		LHF Visits LCMS International Center

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Irene

		Featured Missionary -- Rev. Alan Ludwig

		Lutheran Church of Nigeria

		President Harrison's Key...

		Downloadable Now Availa...

		Service At Concordia Th...

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Walther Movie

		Albert Collver: A Revi...

		Koinonia Is Incarnational

		Commentary on the Papal Visit to Germany

		Chapel

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		What a Way - Explore!

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Mann Musz Nicht...

		Prague Conference and Vespers -- First Day

		Why Does the Church Remain?

		Pastor's Conference

		Group Photo

		Michael's in Prague

		Commentary: The Jobs of Steve Jobs

		Office of National Mission: Life Together

		Jesus Only

		From C. F. W. Walther to Hanoi

		around the World

		Opportunities to Support Our LCMS Missionaries

		The Koinonia Project—A Quick Report

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Pastoral Letter Regarding Campus Ministry

		What’s new from Concordia Publishing House

		Church

		Lutherans

		Church

		Torn Down

		Live!

		2011: A Midweek Preachi...

		Walther League

		Bodies

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		ACNA-LCMS Dialogue III -- Day 2

		In His Riches, We Serve - 2 Corinthians 8:1-9

		LCMS Dialogue

		Theological Seminary Fort Wayne on

		Michigan

		What a Way - Embrace!

		Bronxville

		1632

		Think Tank on Campus Ministry Announced

		On Veterans Day

		World Champions

		Two Partners in Southern Africa

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Congregations

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Sermon from LCEF Conference

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		Second Sunday in Advent at Priekulė, Lithuania

		Palanga Lutheran Church

		Restructuring Progress

		Hill of Crosses (Kryžių kalnas) in Lithuania

		Who Is A Missionary?

		Riga Latvia

		Pearl Harbor

		Together We Can

		Toward a Biblical Theology of Mercy

		Belarusian Pastors

		Kyrgyzstan Trip

		Day in the Life of A Partner Church in Siberia

		“It All Begins With Repentance!”

		International Mission

		LCMS-NALC Discussions

		Talks

		Hymn

		Witness, Mercy, Life Together.

		New Life In Garbage City

		Liberia -- The First Day

		Fellowship Talks – Liberia Day 2





		CLCapril2010

		Index





  
    		
      Cover
    


  





EPUB/media/file70.jpg
EXHIBIT B

INDEPENDENT STATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

ENGA PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT

Office of the Governor

Tolex: FMS NES201S Ipates Centre
Phone: 547 1168/847 1163 (Dig) 71529678 Post office Box 28
Fax 84712000847 1112 WABAG, Enga Province
Emait:  pipstae@omeil.com Papus New Guines

16® June 2010

‘The Reverend Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick
President of the Synod
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Intemational Centre, 1333 Kirkwood Road
Saint Louis, MO 63122-7295

My dear President,
1 gree you inthe name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chiist.

Mymumwummtommmdmw“wmcmmrmmm
including me. ‘This LCMS intervention, as the founding and partner of the GLC-PNG, is timely and thus godly to
help save this church from etemal division and falout into further turmoil.

Several years ago my govemment has embarked on a Churches Partnership Program to assist al churches in
the Enga Provine fo improve adminisirative strengthening and financial sustainabily to support their missions
with the Gospel of Jesus Chris. In the GLC-PNG, whose 96% membership is from Enga, | have worked cosely
with the church leaders to restore their administrative setup and faciitate reconciliation and unity in the decade-
okd fragmentad church. The secondment o a suitable public servant from my govemment to act as General
Secretary in GLC-PNG has been one of the major steps taken to help improve the dysfunctional church
adminisration.

In my meetings and lettrs, | have invited all factional leaders to reconcile and unte for the sake of the Gospel
and missions of the GLC-PNG. However, rbulaton fel in the process, and some leaders continued o defy my
invitatons and did what was not necessary o restore the church organization back to s expected status. | had
thersfore withdrawn my involvement for a short while to observe from the sideline the actions/inactions of the
church leaders that would show who is on God's side.

President, | totally agree with your conditions and uftimatum set against the faction leader who will avoid the
divine call for reconciliation and continue on with his 2010 Synod. My govemment will not recognize that leader
who is clearly a representative of a small faction in the GLC-PNG and | will impose stricter sanctions against
that group's access to services and programs of both the Enga Provincial Govemment and the National
Govemment of Papua New Guinea.
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HATIONAL COUPT 344

My M Paiya, for the Plaintiff
Mr K Sino, for the Defendants.

ELLIST

PaceE

On 12 October 2010 the issue before the Court was whether the interim

* restraining order should be made permanent.

History of the proceedings

2 The initial orders made in these proceedings were made ex parte by Acting Judge
Yalo in the National Court in Mount Hagen on 22 October 2009. Those restraining

orders were as follows:

Z

o

Until further Order, the Defendants, their servants, agents
associates, representatives or member of the Reformation Service
are restrained from holding any meeting, gathering in any Church
ground owned and operated by the Plaintiff.

Until further Order, the Defendants, their servants, agents
associates, representatives or members of the Reformation Service
are restrained from holding themselves as Pastors, Evangelist and

employees of the Plaintiff

Untl further Order, the Defendants, their servants, agents
associates, representatives or members of the Reformation Service
are restrained from holding themselves as Pastors, Evangelist and

employees of the Plaintiff

Until further Order, the Defendents, their servants, agents
associates, representatives or-members of the Reformation Service
are restrained from corresponding with, communicating, liaising
with the Enga Provincial Governmeni, National Health and
Education Departments, the State or any other person for any
matters relating to or for and on behalf of the Plaintiff.

s o O ferdants, e g
associates, representatives or members of the Reformation Service
are restrained from attending, communicating, laising or visiting
any hospital, "health centre, aid-posts or schools owned and
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Selbstandige Ev-Luth. Kirche, Schopenhauerstr. , 30625 Hannover

The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, President-elect
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
1333 South Kirkwood Road

St. Louis, Missouri BISCHOF

63122 U.S.A. Schopenhauerstrae 7 + D-30625 Hannover
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Tel: 0511/557826 oder 557808
Fax: 051551588
E-Mai:selk@selkde
Internet: htp//www.selk.de

N

Selbstandige

m

Evangelisch-

—

Lutherische
Kirche

14 th August 2010

Re: Your Installation
Prof. Ziegler's Service
Our Journal: 521/00

Reverend President-elect, esteemed dear Brother Harrison:

From the bottom of my heart | wish to extend to you my sincere congratulations upon your
election as President of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. It is a joy to know that you will
serve your Church as its leader und | pray that the Holy Spirit will endow you with all
necessary gifts. Especially do | rejoice that we will now have manifold occasions to work
together.

I'am honoured to have received an invitation to attend your installation on Sep. 11.

1 take this to be an expression of your recognition of the special spiritual relationship that
exists between our churches. Therefore it is all the more difficult for me to in-form you that
unfortunately | will be unable to attend, because precisely at the time of your installation we
will be conducting an important meeting of our Kirchenlei-tung. This meeting is to take place
in a congregation suffering some distress; immedi-ately afterwards | need to preside at
seminary exams. My initial attempts to change both appointments proved unfeasible.

It was a most difficult judgement to make, and | ask that you do not take this amiss in any
way. | am most interested in establishing a close relationship with you and our most
important sister church. Everything I've heard from you so far gives me cause to believe that
you think the same. | am indeed quite grateful for that. | will ask Bishop em. The Rt. Rev. Dr.
Jobst Schone D.D., the Mission Director The Rev. Roger Zieger, and Pastor em. The Rev.
Wilhelm Torgerson D.D. to represent the SELK at your installation.

When | take up my responsibilities as chairman of the International Lutheran Council on Sep.
1, 1 will invite you and The Rev. Dr. Albert Collver to attend the Executive Committee of the ILC
on Oct. 24-26 in Wittenberg. As Bishop of the SELK
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LCMS WORLD MISSION - KAZAKSTAN

STRATEGY STATEMENT

NOVEMBER, 1997

Presented at the LCMS WORLD MISSION Missionary Counselor's Meeting

in Sopron, Hungary, November 9-11, 1997, by Theo Kuster.

SRR R R R AR ORS00 R R

K MISSION STATEMENT:'

A

The goal of LCMS WORLD MISSION - KAZAKSTAN is a church
composed of many assemblies of Christian believers responsible for
making the Gospel audible and visible, gathered around correct teaching
and administration of the Sacraments, eager to scatter as seed throughout
Kazakstan and the whole world.

B e

1L CRITICAL TARGETS: ?

A

Spiritual Needs

1. Kazak Language Group Spiritual Needs: It is accepted wisdom
that most ethnic Kazaks are followers of Islam. The situation is

far different.’ Few ethnic Kazaks follow the Muslim teachings and

practices.* Those who follow Islam are usually older men and
people who have migrated to Kazakstan from a more Muslim

location. The contact these people have with Christianity has been
the Russian Orthodox Church.® Since the late 1980’s contact with

Christianity has grown with the influx of many evangelical
mission groups.® The Kazak speaking population participates in
the race to rush headlong toward a so-called "democracy" and
"capitalism,” and an uncritical acceptance of American pop
culture. The most affected are those between 15 and 35 years old.
1988 to the present is a time of rapid change.

2. Russian Language Group Spiritual Needs: Years of atheistic
propaganda, as clumsy and inefficient as it might have been, left

an impact on the entire Kazakstan population. The break up of the

USSR was to have a traumatic effect on careers and personal
lifestyle of the ethnic Russians. Popular belief credits the
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LS Church Reltions

Posing for a group photo outside the Lutheran Center at Novosi-
birsk, in Siberia,Russia,are representatives of the Missour Synod
and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC), during
discussions they held there Oct. 29.They are, from left, Dr. Timothy
Quill o the LCMS; Rev. Pavel Khromev of the SELC; SELC Bishop
Vsevolod Lytkin; Dr. Albert 8. Collver, LCMS; Rev. Alexei Strelsov,
SELC;and Dr.Joel Lehenbauer, LCMS.
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15. Thailand and Cambodia.
e Meeting with Bugbee

16. Closing Prayer. (Kieschnick)
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EXHIBIT J

MESSAGE FROM THE MEETING OF THE BALTIC LUTHERAN BISHOPS

The leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Estonia, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia
and Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania met in Tallinn on the 3" and 4" of November, 2009
to strengthen the long experience of unity of the Lutheran churches in the Baltic countries and to
pray for the fellowship among Christians of the whole world, recognizing that in our time the ties
among and within Christian communities in many places are put to the test. Bishops also discussed
tasks and responsibilities of their churches looking for better ways of co-operation in the future.
Christian faith means living with Christ and serving one another.

Especially at times of the economic difficulties when so many people have lost their external
foothold and inner peace, we invite our compatriots to expand their appreciation of their Christian
roots and to utilize all the spiritual wealth that is revealed in the Holy Scripture and offered to
everyone who turns to God and puts their trust on Christ. The present crisis in the world economy is
a fruit of a long term failure to act accordingly the principles which God has laid in the foundations
of His creation. Consumerism and individualism of the modern society have taken their toll. To
look for solution only by means of mending economy would mean to repeat the same mistake. A
spiritual renewal must come first, a renewed sense of balance between rights and obligations,
communion empathy, solidarity, and mutual support. We believe that the most convincing inner
motivation for that change is found in an encounter of a person with the living Christ. To facilitate
that encounter by word and deed is the first and foremost calling of the Christian church. Jesus
Christ said: “Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.”
(Matt.28:19-20)

The Christian community as a part of the society is not separated from issues related to the natural
and human environment both locally and globally. Justice in the society and life quality of the
people or protection of our Baltic Sea against the state negligence and corporate exploitation are
some of the critical examples of this area of concern. As communities gathered around the Word of
God and the keepers of Christian ethos our churches must address the spiritual root-causes of the
contemporary problems. The churches must remember that the main instrument entrusted to them
by God is His word — the law and the gospel - and the service to the neighbour in charity.

We also invite our political powers to realize more clearly the spiritual dimension of the human life
and the good fruits of a positive co-operation between state, municipalities, schools and the church.
Teaching and implementing Christian principles strenghthen the family as well as the whole
community. Liberty of conscience and freedom of speech belong to the values of society defining
religious life not only as a private but also as a public social right which has to be fostered.
Religious education and religious studies form an inseparable part of this right.

At the present time a common witness of churches is vitally important, therefore we express our
deepest concern about modern tendencies that weaken the fellowship among Christians and cause
divisions in and among churches. The recent decisions made by some member churches of the
Lutheran World Federation to approve of religious matrimony for couples of the same gender and
to equate such conjugal life with marriage or to ordain non celibate homosexual persons for pastoral
or episcopal office epitomize these tendencies that are tearing apart fellowhip among Christians. We
affirm that the marriage is the conjugal life between a man and a woman and that a homosexual
activity is incompatible with the discipleship of Christ. We believe that in following the modern
trends, churches are departing from the apostolic doctrine of human sexuality and marriage. We see
the Lutheran communion and eccumenical efforts endangered by such decisions and actions
because they lead to a situation where the Lutheran churches, members of the Lutheran World
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suppore of its motion to bave the Defendants deal with for
Contempt of court by 4pm on Monday 22 November 2010

7 The Defendants are to file and serve sy affidavits on which they
ety by dpm on Monday 29 Novernber 2010-

& Outline written submissions are to b¢ filed and served by 4pm o0
Friday $ Decewier 2615

9 The motion for contempt i listed for hesrie at 9.30am on
Monday 6 December 2010 but that heariog will be vacated if the
Plaingitelects to proceed by way of mediation.

{0 The pries ere to have present on Wt occasion the deponent of
cvery affidavit upon which that paty reies.

(3 Provision for 1 10

11 The parties re to indicate, by 4pm on Monday 22 November 2010,
et hey are williog to have the areas of dispute between them
submitied to mediation.

12 n the event that the partics agree 10 submit their dispute o
mediation, they are (o agres, via their lawyers, of the name(s) of
the person(s) who will conduct thit ‘mediafion by 4pm on Monday

29 November 2010.

15 If the partes agree to mediation but are unable 10 4EFEE on the
medistor(s), the mediator(s) shall be the pecsons ‘nominated by the
e tional President of the Lutberan Church — Missouri Synod

by 4pm on Friday 3 December 2010.

D___ Other

14 A copy of this judgment will be provided by the Court © the
e onal President of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Syn0d
oy facsimile on or before 4pm on Tucsday 16 November 2010,

15 The question of whether the restraining orders should be made
oo will be determined by the Court on Monday 6
December 2010.

16 Time is nlzridg:d So that these orders may be entered forthwith.

Orders accordingly.
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19. Have the application form signed by the president of the national church and/or by the appropriate
mission field representative.

W _— . Datg

(:Sig;m’(ffé)'ﬁa onal Church P;es'ﬁent//{ppropriare_LCMg;vi sionary

20. Forward the application to the appropriate Area Facilitator or Regional Director.

21. Approved by:

e Date:

(Signature) Associate Executive Director, LCMS World Relief and Human Care Ministries

S e - - R Date:
(Signarure) Executive Director, LCMS World Relief and Human Care Ministries
Revised May 2010
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36, We pledge 10 be honest and transparent with each otber, by ways of
integrating our cffors for implementing mutually accepted. plans and
strategies.

3.7, We agree that our parnership relation will respect the Constitation and
Byelaws of the EECMY.

4. Ground Rules for the Partnership Cooperation

41, General Rules

411 We affim that our partnership is a practical and mutual
commitment, with the intention and principle of long-term co-
operation. Therefore, we intend to cooperate with each other on the
basis of equality, integrity, mutual trust, transparency, respet,
‘accountability, Chistian values and involvement.

412, We mutaally acknowledge three types of working relationship in
this Partaership Agreement,

4.1.2.1, Basis of the Partnership:

“This relationship exkibits mutual and substantial support for the
identity and all aspects of the work and well being of the other
partner. The LCMS and EECMY have developed their
ecclesiastcal character under very different historica, poliical
and ecclesiastcal frames. of reference. On the basis of this
partnership agreement we seek a deeper understanding of each
other's theology and practice as well as an understanding of the
challenges and problems that confront each church. We wil give
prioriy to spending time together, leaming from each other. 1t is
our mutal hope that our work together will give us the
‘opportunity to more fully realize our unity as Lutheran Chrisians
50 that on the basis of agreement in docirine and practie the two
churches may share ful altar and pulpit fellowship. .

4122, Programme/Project Partnership:
“This relationship concentrates on a particular area of work. The
focus is often understood in terms of sectors, such as evangelistic
outreach, food security, HIV/AIDS P&C, community based health
and education, empowering the marginalized groups, etc.

4123, Network/ Allince:

This s a relaionship where two (or more) organizations agree on
an agenda they wish to pursue together, such as exchanging.
information, sharing expertise, etc.

421, We reaffirm that the EECMY shall continue to focus on
proclainiing the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in Ethiopia and.

Beyond, 2s her main aim. Essentally, the motto of the Church

v
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The constitutions of LWF and ILC are quite similar in that regard, the LWF
confessing “the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the only
source and norm of its doctrine, life and service” and seeing “in the three
Ecumenical Creeds and in the Confessions of the Lutheran Church, especially in
the unaltered Augsburg Confession and the Small Catechism of Martin Luther, a
pure exposition of the Word of God.”

As previously indicated, the ILC does not consider itself a communio, as does the
LWF, but an association of churches. That distinguishing characteristic did not
always exist, since the LWF began in 1947 as “a free association of Lutheran
Churches,” becoming through a 1990 change in its Constitution “a communion of
churches which confess the triune God, agree in the proclamation of the Word of
God and are united in pulpit and altar fellowship.”

Since its inception the ILC has been served by Dr. Samuel Nafzger as executive
secretary. He is known by many around the world for his churchmanship and focus
on the basic tenets of our faith. Dr. Nafzger, would you please rise to be
acknowledged by this assembly? On behalf of the ILC, I express sincere thanks to
Dr. Nafzger for his faithful service and express the same to Dr. Ishmael Noko,
whose ministry we joyfully recognized last night. The two of them have developed
a more than collegial relationship over the years, meeting together to discuss
matters of importance between the two organizations they represent. I know they
join me in expressing a desire for continued communication between leaders of the
LWF and ILC, the two most significant Lutheran alliances in the world.

In such communication, I pray that ongoing attention will be given to the deep
concern of many that the sacred scriptural truths which precipitated the
Reformation are in danger of being lost. In today’s pluralistic, post modern society,
challenges to the truth have first been tolerated, then accepted, and now affirmed.
The result is that many people no longer know or speak the truth regarding even
basic values that have been an integral part of what Christians have believed,
taught, and confessed since, and even before, the time of the Reformation. Even
after millennia of acceptance of basic facts of life and principles of faith, we no
longer, for example, have general consensus or broad concurrence, not to mention
complete agreement, on what constitutes marriage in the eyes of God, or what is
acceptable or non-acceptable sexual behavior.

2
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Madagascar 2014-10-18 Ivato International Airport
South Africa 2014-11-07 OR Tambo International Airport
South Africa 2014-11-15 OR Tambo International Airport
Switzerland 2015-01-14 Geneva (Geneve) airport

United Kingdom 2015-01-14 London Gatwick Airport

UAE (Dubai) 2015-02-03 Dubai Airport

Ukraine 2015-04-09 Boryspil Airport (Kyiv)

UAE (Dubai) 2015-04-13 Dubai Airport

Kazakhstan 2015-06-03 |Kazakhstan border/airport
Kazakhstan 2015-06-12 [Kazakhstan border/airport
Nigeria 2015-08-12 Murtala Muhammed Intl Airport (Lagos)
Ghana 2015-08-18 Kotoka Intl Airport (Accra)
Ukraine 2015-08-29 Boryspil Airport (Kyiv)

Ethiopia 2015-09-05. Bole Intl Airport (Addis Ababa)
Ethiopia 2015-09-19 Bole Intl Airport (Addis Ababa)
Argentina 2015-09-22 |Buenos Aires airport

Argentina 20150027 Buenos Ares airport

Russia 2015-10-29 Sheremetyevo Airport (Moscow)
Nigeria 2016-01-07 'Murtala Muhammed Intl Airport (Lagos)
South Sudan 2016-02-08 Juba Airport

Uganda 2016-03-19 Entebbe International Airport
Austia 20160606 WienSchwechat Arport (Vewa) |
Colombia 2016-06-13 (Colombia airport (MIGRACION)
Colombia 12016-06-15 (Colombia airport

Austria 2016-08-08 Wien-Schwechat Airport (Vienna)
Ukraine 2016-08-10 Odessa Airport (Opeca)

Ukraine 2016-08-12 Odessa Airport (Opeca)

Ghana 2016-09-12 Kotoka Intl Airport (Accra/KIA)
Tanzania 2016-09-xx Tanzania airport

Uganda 2016-09-xx Entebbe International Airport
United Kingdom 2016-10-01 London Heathrow Airport

France 2016-10-09 Paris CDG (Roissy)

Ghana 2016-10-12 Kotoka Intl Airport (Accra)

South Africa 2016-11-04 OR Tambo International Airport
Madagascar 2016-11-05 Ivato Intl Airport (Antananarivo)
UAE (Dubai) 2017-01-06 Dubai Airport

UAE (Dubai) 2017-02-04 Dubai Airport

Ukraine 2017-02-20 Boryspil Airport (Kyiv)

Ukraine 2017-02-24 Boryspil Airport (Kyiv)

Germany 2017-06-20 Berlin-Tegel Airport

Japan 2017-08-23 Narita International Airport
Philippines 2017-09-22 Ninoy Aquino Intl Airport (Manila)
Switzerland 2017-11-05 Swiss border/airport
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the LHF Africa to desist from interfering in the affairs of the ELCK. LHF has failed,
refused and/ or neglected to follow the right procedures in entering into agreements with
ELCK or it constituents exhibiting malice on its part. Enclosed please find four recent
letters between the ELCK and LHF Africa on this matter. We have no idea what interest
LHF Africa has in the ELCK that they are fighting tooth and nail to achieve. We here
note that Rev. James May together with a former pastor in ELCK who was
defrocked have teamed up and registered another organization in Kenya known as
“Lutherans in Africa” so as to use to continue their unwarranted fights and unlawful
activities.

6. Rev. May has on one occasion been seen taking photographs of the ELCK head office
without prior permission from the office and when confronted he drove off in without
explaining the motivation behind his actions. We are apprehensive such photographs pose
a security risk to the employees of the head office and visitors of the same.

7. Further, we have tangible information that Rev James May and three others went into two
premises of Dr Walter Obare and maliciously took pictures with ulterior motives. One of
the three (a pastor within the ELCK) has since confessed to Bishop Obare that he indeed
led the three to the Bishop’s premises in the western part on Kenya. Unfortunately, they
have used the information to fabricate and mislead the pastors into believing that the
Bishop owns so many properties which are non-existent despite the fact that even if he
owned such properties, same is not contrary to the constitution of Kenya or the Church
Constitution as registered.

From the foregoing. we humbly but urgently ask your office to ask the said Rev. James May to
abstain and or desist from the smooth operation of the Lutheran Churches in Kenya and Respect
its Leadership and if there is any issue which he feels that needs to be addressed, he should
foreword the same to your office for an amicable settlement.

Yours Faithfully,

Rt. Rev. Richard Amayo, D .
Rt. Rev. William Lopeta A
Rev. John Halakhe

Mr. John Michoro :

Ce.: Rev. Jim Fandrey -LHF America
Rev. Dr. Mike Rodewall -LCMS
Rev. James May

ELCK Diocesan Secretaries

Rev. James May

NAIROBI KENYS
TEL 020-271776%

4DQUA\66?





EPUB/media/file110.jpg
Signatures:

Joseph Ochola Omolo
Person(s) Submitting the Project

Project approved: Yes Mo,
National Church Leadership - Pnsidenl/ﬂislluplChairpelsuW

/>

Project approved: Yes No,
Area Facilitator.

Project approved: Yes No__
Regional Director.

Final approval: Yes____ No,
Date approved:

Updated: February, 2008
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EXHIBIT W

SELBSTANDIGE EVANGELISCH-LUTHERISCHE | KIRCHE

" SELK - PO Box 69 04 07 - 30613 Hannover - Germany S & E § L§ K;
5 El M
The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, President-elect sh=2la3lN
The Lutheran Church -~ Missouri Synod
1333 South Kirkwood Road Bishop Hans-Jorg Voigt
St. Louis, Missouri PO Box 69 04 07 - 30613 Hannover

GERMANY
63122 USA. Phone: +4,9/511/55 78 26 or 55 78 08
Fax: +49/511/55 15 88
E-Mail: Bischoi@selk.de
Internet: http://www.selk.de

August 25, 2010
Prof. Ziegler's Service
your letter from August 2, 2010
Our Journal: 521/00

Reverend President-elect, esteemed dear Brother Harrison:

in your letter from August 2, 2010 You had asked about the possibility of The Rev. Roland Ziegler
becoming a member of and serving in the LCMS.

Today | can give you in accordance with the rules of the LC-MS our approval for the ministry of Rev.
Roland Ziegler in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

In the present moment he is in a good standing in the clergy roster of the Selbstindige
Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche an can in our perspective fulfill a ministry in a LC-MS congregation,
or position within the church body.

The Kirchenleitung, as church-leading-council of SELK, has by E-Mail unanimously agreed to this
declaration and will formally confirm this at our next meeting September 11.

I have to inform you, that Rev. Ziegler according our regulations is forfeiting one part of his
pension rights in Germany. | think, we have to discus this.

Thank you once more for asking; in our perspective it's a sign of brotherhood in our church
fellowship. We look with great favour on the possibility of Brother Ziegler being in the full service
of the LCMS.

In our fraternal mutual ministry | greet you cordially in Christ,

copy: Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Roland Ziegler
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“The problem I can see here is, that the matter has involved financial
assistance from countries that supports homosexuality,” he said.

The ELCA is a major contributor to the ELCT. For the fiscal year of 2009 the
ELCA gave $1,073,966 to their African global partner.

“This figure does not include any direct support...from ELCA synods,
congregations, individuals, or other Lutheran organizations,” Brooks said in an
email.

The ELCT greatly depends on the financial contributions, missionaries,
doctors and other personnel from the ELCA. This sizeable support admittedly can
be an influence.

“Yes. And that is always the struggle when we work with developing
countries,” said Rev. Thomas Skrenes, bishop of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
and a long-time friend of Malasusa.

Skrenes, who voted against ordaining practicing homosexuals at the
convention because “the case had not been made biblically or theologically,” said
Tanzanians have the “right to come to their own conclusions...and we respect that.
They won’t see money as a manipulator. We can’t do that. That would be wrong.”

But Bishop Skrenes said the practice of ordaining homosexual ministers will
not likely split the two churches.

“No, we are hopeful...even confident that we can work together with our
brothers and sisters in Tanzania and other places who hold a different position.”

But not all Lutheran pastors see it that way.

“There’s no basis in the word (Scripture) for compromising or changing or
softening one’s position,” said Rev. Jaynan Clark, president of Word Alone
Ministries, an organization assisting congregations to leave the ELCA.

And she is suspect on the influence and motivation.

“I can’t see how anything but the money could be influencing their position,”
said Clark.

As a former ELCA missionary to Tanzania, she warns against taking “any
blood money and not to compromise their position.”

Of the 70 million Lutherans worldwide, many traditionalists expressed
optimism when Malasusa posted his clarion call to return to “God’s word.” Some
said it was like when founder Martin Luther nailed his 95 Thesis to the church
door.

But for whatever reason, Malasusa’s once Luther-like unwavering stance is
now on the way to a table of compromise, where it all began in Germany.

(Wayne Anderson is a freelance journalist based in Wisconsin. His Web site
is: www.theandersonreport.com.)
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searching for creative solutions to the economic question.

German Language Group Theological Education for
Leadership Needs: The situation: general lack of knowledge of
basic Lutheran teachings, decades of Reformed, Moravian,
pietistic influence, few theologically trained leaders and "lay
pastors” and no pastors with classic seminary training. Leaders
and pastors of the German speaking traditional faction in the
congregation are not appointed nor called by the German speaking
congregation, but appointed by the Bishop. The so-called
"Brother's Church,” meeting in the same building at another time,
selects leadership from among those who show spiritual maturity
and leadership capabilities. The “Brothers” use both Russian and
German in the afternoon service. The leaders of this group tend to
have a low opinion of, and see little need for, formal theological
education. The need for theological education and the
mechanisms for placing of pastors over the flock tends to divide
the congregations, LCMS WORLD MISSION, through the
developing “national” church, could provide theological education
for the leadership of both groups, while at the same time assessing
and addressing the extreme material and physical needs of the
community. The poor economic situation in the Almaty church
worsened with the move of the Synodical offices to Akmola.

English Language Group Theological Education for
Leadership Needs: Many expatriate Christians, as well as local
English speakers, find the mission opportunity to invite their
Russian/English- speaking friends to an English language
fellowship where both Russian and English are used. The guest at
the Lutheran worship service discovers the distinctly Biblical
doctrine of salvation by grace through faith in Christ that excludes
all works of righteousness done before, during, or after conversion,
as proclaimed by the Lutheran Church. The visitor experiences the
distinct Lutheran liturgical setting. In the liturgy, through Word
and Sacrament the penitent sinner is assured of full forgiveness
and empowered to live a Christian life. The new Christian is
encouraged to view difficulties and adversity from a Gospel-driven
perspective. Renewed and strengthened the believer subsequently
begins to share these faith insights with relatives and friends.
These English speaking expat and nationals serve as link points to
the larger community. The theologically trained expat missionary
can serve the spiritual needs of this population, and at the same
time offer a model, and location of practical work, for the students
of People of God Evangelical Lutheran Seminary (POGELS).

Page 4 of 48
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Now therefore, the ETHIOPIAN EVANGLICAL CHURCH MEKANE YESUS and
LCMS WORLD MISSION REPRESENTING THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-
MISSOURI SYNOD have entered into this "Partnership Agreement® in accordance
with the following terms.

Z f the "Partnershiy ment"

‘The Aims of the *Partnership Agreement” are the following:

21, To build stronger relations between the EECMY and the Pariners,
through in-depth discussions wnd mutual negotiations based on the
broader perspectives laid down in the " Concept Document on
Partnership*,

22, To enhance and despen the impact of the relationship between the
EECMY and the Partners, in a manner, which allows the former to
become more fully empowered to develop and implement more
sustainable stategies for her Wholistic Ministry, and also provides the
latter with deeper inspirations and insights for fulfiling thei objectives.

23, To define the roles and responsibiltes of the partes in telationship, with

respect 10 the two types of Partnership specified in the "Concept
Document on Partnership’.

3. Basis for the "Partnership Agreement”

3.1.We [the EECMY and the Partners] strongly believe that partcipating in

God's Mission is a wholistc and corporate responsibilty of all God's

people. Ths, by virtue of our shared heritage, and as a consequence of

our long-standing rclationships, we belong 0 each other and have a
common task to aecomplish forthe furthecance of the Kingdom of God.

3.2, We uphold the Biblical truth that the Church of Jesus Chrst i one body
in Him. Just as cach member of the human body lives and Functions
together with the other members for the well-being of the whole body, we
have been joined together by the Lord Jesus Christ o live and funciidn
together. This uniy s for the purpose of fulilling the Gireat Commission
together, as entrusied o us by the Lord Jesus Chrit

3.3, We, therefore, want to reaffirm our commitment {0 the common call 0 the:
witness and service towands the people of Ethiopia and beyond. In
regard, as parts of one body, we intend to continue serving together into
the 21t century and, even 5o, tillthe coming of Christ.

3.4, We believe that partnership is a strong and practical commitment towards
one another. Hence, as partners, we pledge (o always stand by each other,
and take part in the joys and difficulties of the other.

3.5. We also believe that our relationship should foster, strengthen and
expedite the realization of the Vision/Mission/Goal and Strategy of the
EECMY, as far as our joint venture in Ethiopia is concerned. Such a
‘mutual conviction at the same time accepts the fact that we do have our
respective ideniites, cultues, vision/mission/goals and sirategie, out of
Wbk 96 i Gigh LR Sommmon grownd for G- operiint W
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4 forum within the Plaintiff church and then proceeded to make allegations against
Bishop Piso. I note that those allegations were not supported by any evidence. While the
iniial portion of paragraph 14 of this affidavit of Maniosa Yakasa was omitted, it appears
that he disputes his termination. While he claimed he was “cleared by the National
Sod, said it was “unanimously resolved 1o clear [him] of any improper conduct” and
claimed: */ even stood as a candidate for the Head Bishop's position” he did not annex a
€0py of the mirnutes of that synod. Since those mtters do not appear in the minutes of
the Synod which Bishop Piso annexed to his affidavit, it would appear that the First
Defendant is referring to another synod. The First Defendant claimed that Bishop Piso
fiad been excommunicated, suggested that was endorsed by a General Conference and
Suggested a document relating to that was “Annexure A”. However, no such document
as annexed to the affidavit filed with the Courr,

20 Inhis affidavit, the Third Defendant, John Nathan, said he was a Senior Pastor of
the Plaintiff church. This affidavit was of the same form as the affidavit of the First
Defendant in that he made alicgations against Bishop Piso but did not substantiate them,
Like the First Defendant, he (1) suggested he was cleared of improper conduct bya
synod, (2) claimed he also stood as a candidate for the Head Bishop’s position, and 3
asserted that Bishop Piso had been excommunicated. However, like the First Defendant,
he did not annex any document in support of any of those three claims,

21 Pastor Pesato Epc, the Fourth Defendant, also swore an affidavit on 29 September
2010. 1 note that he was covered by the initial interim orders but that those orders were

ot continued against him on 13 April 2010 but were continued against the other three

Defendants. Much of what appears in his affidavit is not relevant 10 the issues in these
proceedings.  Pastor Pesato Epe suggests, in paragraph 19 of his affidavit, that “Mr
David Piso had (sic) been excommunicated by the Congregation of Pastors and that the
Gutnius Lutheran Church now has a new Head Bishop in Rev Nick Afeyene who was
elected by the true National Synod held at relya on the 24h sic) Juns . 974 Tuly 20107
However, no minutes or other document was annexed in support of that claim,

1e/1g





EPUB/media/file34.jpg
a

Torms of pastors serving the independent Lotheran congregations overseas
hall be governed by the fol lowing provisionss

1. A prstor who is currently in the 4Irst ters of thres years will be
eligible for one sore term of three years In accordince with the
Inplementation guidelines (above).

stor who is currently in the sacond ters of three years will
conclude that service at the end of the three-year torm and the
rotation will pass to the LO or ELOA in accordance with the
inplementation guidelines (above) .

3. When 2 pastor resions prior to the completion of & term, it is
wnderstood that the church body corrently responsible for the pastor
will arrange for replacement pastoral service. A replacesent paster
may serve out the remainder of the resigned pastor’s term, but the
total term of service of the replacement pastor aad the resigned
pastor shall aot exceed six years.

Whare the wse of a wicar is requested by a congregation, 1 list of two
vicars shall be prepared by the ELOA Division for Slobal Mission, in
consultation with the the bishop, or the LO® Board for Hission
Services, In consultation with the presideat, depending vpom which
church body will have responsibility for the ministry at the tine of the
beginniag of the requested service. The congregation shall comtract for
one of the vicars on the list.

sopport from the two church bodies for all four
incloding the Fraskfurt Field Service program, shall be divided

Each . congregation shall prepare an amsual budget, Including the
congregation’s share and the financial support needed érom the outside,
dor submission to the responsible board, of the DM or the BFNS, of the
church body supplying the pastoral ministry.

1. The pastor’s salary and benefits shall be according to the
alssionary scale of the church body In which the pastor holds
mesbershlp.

2. Program, car, housing, and other expenses shall be figured oo the
basis of agreed upon guidelines.

Eaxch church body shall be responsible for managing and fuading the
approved aaneal budget, Including the pastor’s salary and besefits, of
the congregation for shich It has supplied the pastoral ministry.

At the ond of sach year, or whenever mutually, agreed upon, the Church~
body financial support for all four congregations shall be equalized
between the ELOA and the LONS.

Coatributions of sembers of all four congragations to the spoasoring
church body, uniess otherwise designated by the donor, will be wsed In
swpport of the ministry of that cosgregation.

thccepte

by vote of 36-2 by the Congregation, 11 Dec 1988)
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EXHIBIT C

PARTNER CHURCH CANDIDATE CALLS
GUIDELINES

Recent interest in calling LCMS seminary graduates by partner (and other) church bodies
offers a welcome opportunity for the LCMS to strengthen partnerships and relationships.
The following guidelines are intended to provide an orderly process, applicable to all
partner church bodies of the LCMS, with application to other non-partner church bodies
as appropriate:

1. Partner (and other) church bodies interested in extending calls to graduates of LCMS
seminaries will make such interest known to the President of the LCMS through their
church body leader no later than October 1 of each academic year. The President will
involve himself as he deems necessary and notify the placement officers of the
Synod’s seminaries and the chairman of the Placement Committee of the Synod’s
Council of Presidents.

2. By public announcement, seminary placement officers will make students beginning
their final year of study aware of possible partner (and other) church body interest in
calling graduates and invite students to make any interest in such opportunity known.

3. Seminary placement officers will provide opportunity for students to obtain and
discuss general information regarding likely ramifications of accepting calls from
partner (or other) church bodies, such information to include call and ordination ex-
pectations, cross-cultural ministry challenges, length-of-service requirements, polity
considerations, potential citizenship issues, standard of living and health care con-
cerns, insurance and worker benefit consequences, and LCMS roster implications.”

4. At the end of the calendar year a list of students who remain interested will be
developed and shared by seminary placement officers in the event that calls ma-
terialize from partner (or other) church bodies.

5. Calls originating from partner (or other) church bodies will be received by the Office
of the LCMS President until the end of the calendar year, in time for the beginning of
formal spring placement efforts by the seminaries and the LCMS Council of
Presidents’ Placement Committee. Call documents must be accompanied by a letter
of support from the partner (or other) church body leader, including specific inform-
ation regarding length-of-service requirements, salary and worker benefit offerings,
housix_]g availability, any unique circumstances of the call, and church polity inform-
ation.” The LCMS President will involve himself as necessary.

* General information will be provided by the Executive Director of the Board for Pastoral Education.

** While church bodies will submit their own versions of call documentation, including the stipulated “letter
of support from the partner (or other) church body leader,” a “Supplemental Call Data” form is posted
online. The LCMS President’s Office will provide the URL for the document. This form must be
completed and submitted with the official call documents of the partner (or other) church body. No call will
be considered without the submission of this form, with all requested data supplied.
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diocesan protocols. This known impropricty is an insult to our diocese and has the possibility to create
distrust between partners and South West diocese.

Notwithstanding the above, it is indicative that the Presiding Bishop promotes nepotism in the church.
This is evident by the actions of fronting his son for successful scholarships for further studies in
America, fixing his daughter at the head office in an organization known as Heart to Heart, another as.
an administrator in Kibera School, two of his children studying at Moi university with full

Scholarships from the church and another at Maseno University also fully sponsored, his cousin being
the manager of Luther Plaza, another onc working with the LCMS as MTC Coordinator and the nicce
being the manager of Luther Guest House. And as i this is not enough, he has misappropriated grants
o the church to his own use by building magnificent houses and living large while his pastors are
Ienguishing in poverty. Some of these houses include the monumental building in Kisii town, the so
called “church” house at Kosele, rental houses in Oyugis and his luxurious home in Loresho, Nairobi
not forgetting his ranch at Sikri,Rachuonyo.

Bishop Obare unconslitutionally holds the office of the church deliberately. The last Annual General
Assembly (AGA) which was held at Kapenguria in 2007 mandated his office to execute the
implementation of the New Constitution and thereafter hold elections. Unfortunately, he has neither
implemented the constitution nor called for the elections to date. Tn the same tone, his office has failed
to read the financial report in the AGA over the past seven years!

Du to these facts, the meeting resolved:,

1. That our cooperation with the Pres
have failed to trust his leadership,

2. That the bureaucratic and autocratic leadership which is best evidenced by nepotism and pride,
that has its genesis in our Presiding Bishop can not be tolerated and we hereby sneer at it,

3. That due to rampart mismanagement of funds and the divisive leadership style in view of
staying in the office is imprudent; we can no longer condone it,

4. ‘That having failed in his calling to shepherd the church as a spiritual leader as vowed during
his consecration, and now secmingly flouting to amass wealth to his own belly, all in the name
of serving the church, and cunningly robbing the donors and the church, we shamelessly.
disown him.

ing Bishop, Rev Walter Obare is now rescrved and we.

We hereby demand that he should honorably step aside from the Bishopric office and also we advice:
our mission partners to desist from working with Rev. Waltes Obare or carry any transactions in the
name of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya until the crisis is resolved.

Please find here in attached names of the pastors who attended the conference and their signatures.

e

11 GENEY
THE BISHOP OF LAKE DIOCES
THE BISHOP OF NORTH WEST DIOCESE:
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EXHIBIT E

GUTNIUS LUTHERAN CHURCH

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Office of the Genral. Secrctany

Concordia Hall, Irelya Telephone: 547 1002
P.0 Box 363 Fax 5471235

WABAG, Enga Province Mob: 6826324/72701053

Papua New Guinea Email: ezekieldavidpeter@yahoo.com au

12" July 2010

Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Nafzger

Director of Church Relations

Assistant to the President

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
International Centre 1333 Kirkwood Road
Saint Louis, MO 63122

Dear brother Dr. Nafzger,
1 greet you in the name of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, from Papua New Guinea.

Thank you for your letter dated June 28" which was received on the second day of the 24" GLC
Synod held here at lrelya, the GLC headquarters. | being one of the leaders in the GLC
addressed by yours and President Kieshnick's letter want to respond immediately but delayed to
July 12" which was the date set by the National Court to return matters of the GLC Synod.

Today is the July 12" but the case regarding Restraining Orders obtained against me and other
leaders in the GLC by former bishop David Piso is further adjourned to 19™ August. The court
orders are ardently pursued by Piso despite pleas by GLC leaders and others including Governor
Ipatas and President Kieschnick to withdraw such action.

In vain defiance Piso had gone ahead staging a synod at Saint Paul's Lutheran Secondary
School and declared himself Bishop for GLC unopposed. At this gathering evidence showed that
persons mainly associated with the many charismatic movements and ministries in the GLC as
opposed to the Lutheran doctrine and theology had gathered to support Piso. These are people
with views who believe the Holy Spirit is a God on its own and they take prophetic messages from
those who speak in tongues to guide their worship services away from the liturgical order and
exegesis in sermons as practiced by Lutheran pastors.

The bigger group of the GLC, the more conservative and orthodox Lutherans, staged their
convention at Irelya. The Irelya convention brought together 678 registered delegates
representing all congregations of the GLC in six districts. The six District Presidents were
declared elected by the synod and also were 35 members of the Church Council. My term of
office as General Secretary was extended for a further four years. Other key positions were filled
with officials by the Council that met after getting their approvals by the Synod.

The Irelya meeting was well represented by the church on the basis the former bishop David Piso
was excommunicated by the entire church. About 155 pastors decided to excommunicate the
former bishop on the March 12™ 2010. The order of excommunication was further endorsed by
the six District Conferences that were held simultaneously starting April 8" and ending May 5".
The Church Council met at Irelya GLC Head Office on May 6", and adopted the District
Conference minutes following the established procedure and adopted each item for the Synod.

o1-
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1

Defendants’ lawyer o cross-examine Bishop Piso who was in atiendance at the hearing

on 12 October 2010.

25 1 note the annexure to this affidavit of a letter dated 14 June 2010 from the
Intematioal President of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod which says that the
divisions of the church in PNG are regarded as “an extremely serious matier”. 1
disregard the anncxed copy of a letter from the Enga Governor since that annexure only
contains the first page of a letter that obviously comprised more than one page. Despite
the call for reconciliation from the Intemational President of the church on 14 June 2010,
two competing synods were held less than two weeks later.

26 On 13 August 2010, afier the competing synods, the International President wrotc
again, indicating that “we are in the process of forming a delegation to travel to PNG”
and that an attempt was being made “to find an appropriate time to hold discussions in

PNG". Tnote that letter was addressed to:

Rt Rev David Piso, Head Bishop
Bisiop Nick Aiyane ~ Assistant Bishop ...

27 The deponent asserts, in paragraph 32 that he has lodged a copy of the minutes
from the synod he attended with the Registrar of Companies but docs not annex any
document in support of that claim. It is also asserted in this paragraph that a Notice of
Appointment of a Public Officer (Form 6), naming the deponent as the Plaintiff’s public
officer, has been lodged. I note that, aithough that document is dated 5 July 2010, the
official records as at 11 October 2010 still show Bishop Piso as the Plaintiff's Public
Officer which suggests that either the Form 6 was not lodged or that it was lodged but not
accepted. '

28 This affidavit concludes by making allegations against Bishop Piso. However, as

f <y F
Bishop Piso in cross-examination by the Defendants’ lawyer: Browne v Dunn (1893) 6

ER 67 and State v Merriam [1994] PNGLR 104.

t 2 Y
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Japan 2018-01-22 Narita International Airport

Nigeria 2018-01-xx |Murtala Muhammed Intl Airport (Lagos)
Madagascar 2018-03-01 Ivato International Airport

Taiwan 2018-04-10 Taiwan Taoyuan Intl Airport

South Korea 2018-07-09 Incheon International Airport

Ethiopia 2019-02-11 [aui{lml Airport (Addis Ababa)

Canada 2017-10-13 to 201 Toronto Pearson International Airport (Y¥2)
Finland 2012-08-03 to 201:Helsinki-Vantaa Airport (HEL)

Canada 2015-03-18 to 201!Winnipeg James Armstrong Richardson Airpor
Canada 2017-03-05 to 201 Toronto Pearson Int'l Airport (YYZ)

Brazil 2018-11-07 to 2014Vitoria (VIX) + Porto Alegre (POA) + Sao Paulo
Sweden 2016 T
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Dear Brothers in Christ,
This is a follow up to the previous notification of the legal status of
the Lanka Lutheran Church.
After seeing three lawyers, having numerous meetings with the
ministerium of the LLC, and getting follow up information to the number
one challenge facing the LLC and its partners, this is the present
status.
1. The LLC is stricken from the government companies act and cannot get
re-registered.
2. The best legal counsel suggests that a trust be set up.
a. The model for this in Sri Lanka is the Lutheran Hour Ministries

trust that exists there.

It has worked with two Sri Lankans and two Americans as
trustees.

It is run by Sathiabalan who has a small staff and controls
finances with the LLL independant of the LLC.

b. Thave my doubts that a trust will work for the LLC.

1) The value of a trust is contingent on the integrity of the
trustees. Who will be the trustees?

2) There is no one that is trustworthy in Sri Lanka that cannot
be challenged to become untrustworthy.

a) Possible exceptions: Mr. Nathan (Human Care) and Rev.
Devanasan (treasurer of LLC).

b) Foreign trustees must be willing to not give in to being
labeled as controllers 3. Another possible option is that a NGO be set
up.

Thave no idea if this is possible or even makes sense for LLC
assets to use as a vehicle.
4. Who is going to manage these questions from the LCMS end of things?
They are wanting our guidance and are asking me
to poise these possible solutions to you.
5. Time is of essence. The LLC assets are completely exposed to being
confiscated.

I am pleading for all who receive this email to listen, pray, think, and
get back to us.

Thank you.

In Christ,

John and Pat Temple
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If you have any questions please contact Patrice

prusso’chi.lems.org or call 314-505-7945, Pl
correspond witl

response.

Russo, executive assistant, at
113 7S ease let us know if you would like us to
ou at a different mailing address when you submit your 50-word

Thank you.

Yours in Christ.

Martin R. Noland
Director

MRN/pr

Encl.

We would like to include your thoughts on receiving this award as part of the evening’s
written program. Please type or write legibly your response on a separate sheet of paper,
keeping it at 50 words or less. The questions below are provided as thought starters.

How did you become involved in this project?

What procedures did you follow, such as research conducted, etc.?
What did you discover?

What is your response as one selected for this award?

Please print legibly how you would like your name to appear on the Awards Certificate.

Name:

Please include this slip in the enclosed envelope by September 10, 2007.
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EXHIBIT H

African church waivers on homosexuality

By Wayne M. Anderson

The largest Protestant church in Africa grabbed the world’s attention when it
publically denounced homosexuality and said people who support gay rights were
not welcome in the church—and neither was their money.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) posted a notice on its
Web site entitled: Church rejects homosexuality.

"Those in same sex marriages, and those who support the legitimacy of such
marriage, shall not be invited to work in the ELCT,” a press release states. “We
further reject their influence in any form, as well as their money and their support."

In addition the fastest-growing church in Africa with 5.3 million members
said it “supports all those around the world who oppose churches that have taken
the decision to legalize same-sex marriage.”

This loud warning was seen as a prelude to split from its main financial
partner, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), which now supports
gay rights.

But those strong statements have toned down considerably since the head of
the ELCT recently conferred with ELCA officials here.

“T hope there will be time to discuss it and see what we can do,” said
Presiding Bishop Alex Malasusa in an exclusive interview from Tanzania. “We
have been with ELCA for a long time, so we hope there will be room for
discussion.”

In April there was no apparent room for discussion. The declarations from
Tanzania were loud and clear. Now, asked directly if he will lead the ELCT out of
ELCA he is not certain.

“Well I can’t say that,” Malasusa said. “As I say, I can’t really commit to
anything.”

Last summer at their national convention in Minneapolis, the ELCA
committed to supporting gay rights, when it narrowly voted to ordain practicing
gay and lesbian ministers who are in a “committed relationship.”

The unexpected decision on August 21 threw traditional Lutherans into a state
of shock and started an exodus from the largest American Lutheran body with 4.6
million members.

Many traditional-minded Lutherans in the US have left the ELCA and support
others around the world who follow a traditional reading of the Bible.

“I fully applaud their decision (ELCT) to follow what God’s word says,” said
Lois Carlson, of Grantsburg, Wis., who was born to medical missionaries in
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EXHIBIT A

International Center

The 1333 South Kirkwood Road
RA JRC Saint Louis, MO 63122-7295
!ﬁf‘,’.?}.’? N CHL/R(’H (314) 965-9917, ext. 1402

FAX (314) 996-1119
E-mail: President@lems.org

Office of the President
The Reverend Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick
President of the Synod

June 14,2010

Rt. Rev. David P. Piso, Head Bishop
Gutnius Lutheran Church

P.O.Box 111

Wabag 291, Enga Province

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Bishop Nick Aiyane-Assistant Bishop and Region 5 President
Ps.Pia Tondao-Region 1
Ps.K.Maso-Region 2
Ps.Yapata Yoko-Region 3
Ps.Pilipo Paikae- Region 4
Ps.K.Dita- Region 6

The Honorable Peter Ipatas
Mr. Ezekiel Peter

Rev. Daniel Watato

Mr. Apeke Taso

Patrick Komba

Maniosa Yakasa

Bishop Piso and Leaders of the Gutnius Lutheran Church:
Grace and peace be with you, from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

We in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have been greatly saddened to learn of the divisions within
the Gutnius Lutheran Church. I have therefore asked the members of the LCMS President’s Church
Relations Cabinet for their counsel on how the LCMS as your partner church in the Gospel might best
respond to this distressing news.

The LCMS regards divisions in a partner church as an extremely serious matter. Christians have been
called into the one body, the Church, by the one Spirit so that we confess one hope—one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (Eph 4:4-6) When such
people are unable to live together in peace and harmony, this weakens all of our testimony to each other
and to the world about the power of the Gospel.

When St. Paul heard about divisions in the church in Corinth, he wrote to them,

1 appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.
For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers.
(1 Corinthians 1:10-11)
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EXHIBIT F
Samuel Nafzger ——

From: King, Yvonne R. [yvonne.king@ctsfw.edu] on behalf of Wenthe, Dean O.
[dean.wenthe@ctsfw.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2009 10:36 AM

To: Samuel Nafzger

Subject: Symposia

Dear Sam:

It was good to see you in Tampa. | just learned that Archbishop Vanags and Bishop Lytkin will be attending our January
Symposia (January 19-22). If you would like to visit with them, we would be delighted to have you come for one or more
days. | would use that opportunity to introduce you to one of the plenary gatherings. Or, if your schedule is too
congested, we could arrange to drive them to St. Louis.

Best wishes for a festive Thanksgiving.

Yours,
Dean

Dean O. Wenthe

President

Concordia Theological Seminary
6600 N. Clinton St.

Ft. Wayne, IN 46825
260-452-2101
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The American Lutheran Church

422 SOUTH FIFTH STREET * MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55415

Office of the PreswENT
November 3, 1969
(Dict. October 25)

Chaplain Warren L. Wolf
Lutheran Service Center
Box 2383

Agana, Guam 96910

Dear Chaplain Wolf:

I am glad to inform you that at a recent meeting , the Executive Committee of
the Church Gouncil of The American Lutheran Church reviewed the Constitution
you have submitted for the Lutheran Church on Guam. Thereupon the Executive
Committee voted to recognize your congregation as a Lutheran congregation,

We acknowledge all your members as Christians who find their understanding

of the Gospel as this is interpreted in the Augsburg Confession and in other
symbolical books of the Lutheran Church,

At a mid-November meeting of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran
Council in the U,S.A., I expect to ask that the general secretary of LC/USA
be designated to serve as our representative in dealing with your congregation.

Whenever the chaplain who may be serving the Lutheran Church on Guam is a
member of the Clergy Roster of The American Lutheran Church, he may look
to the office of Chaplain Orlando Ingvoldstad, who is identified with the ALC
president's office, for spiritual counsel and support.

God's blessing on your ministry in Guam,
Sincerely,
P> /¥
Sredil @ S
—
FAS:nk Fredrik A. Schiotz

cc: Dr. C. Thomas Spitz, Jr.
Chaplain Orlando Ingvoldstad
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Decision

34 The official records reveal that Bishop Piso is the Public Officer of the Plaintiff.
That he heads the Plaintiff church is confirmed by the 13 August 2010 letter from the
International President of the Lutheran Church.

35 This judgment is directed to the question of (1) whether the existing orders should
be continued and (2) whether they should be made permanent: not whether they have
been breached.  Since the Plaintiff filed a notice of motion secking to have the
Defendants show why they should not be dealt with for contempt of coutt, the question of
whether the carlier orders have been breached by any of the Defendants has not yet been

considered.

36 Whether the existing orders should be continued depends on the conduct of the
parties. By reason of the failure to cross-examine Bishop Piso, the allegations made
against him cannot be accepted. On the other hand, it is clear that the Defendants
departed from what was expected of them by holding their own synod instead of
submitting their grievances to the Synod. It is convenient to here note that I have used
the term Synod to refer to the synod conducted by Bishop Piso, the Public Officer of the
Plaintiff, and synod to refer to the synod conducted by the Defendants.

37 The position has now been reached in the Plaintiff church where it is not just a
question of the activities of a splinter group called the Reformation Service as there are

now two groups, each claiming to lead the Plaintiff church.

38 As the conduct of the Defendants is divisive and contrary to what was agreed
when these proceedings were before the Court on 13 April 2010, it is clear that the
existing orders should be continued now that what was a splinter group has become a

_split i not & chastn, Since the Fourth Defendant has clearly allied himself with the other

defendants, he should be reinstated as one of those against whom the orders apply.

14719
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EXHIBIT D

1800 Wind Harbor Road
Orlando, Florida 32809-6847
November 17, 2009

The Rev. Marky Kessa, President
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti

Dear Brother Kessa:

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has rescued us from sin that we might be his
very own people, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness! I trust that this letter finds you in good health, full of confidence and
peace as you serve our Lord and Savior.

As I write to you, I remember with thankfulness your hospitality at the ELCH convention in
August and the inspiration I received from participating with you at that event. The joy, the
vibrant worship, and the commitment evident in the lives of your people are vivid in my mind’s
eye.

Not quite two weeks ago, I was privileged to attend the regular meeting of the Haiti Lutheran
Mission Coordinating Committee (HLMCC) which was held in Plantation, Florida. As might be
expected, the conversation also included discussion of the implementation of the Joint
Resolution Between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti and the Lutheran Church of Haiti
(LCH) signed by you and President Benoit of the LCH last April. A strong hope was expressed
that representatives from the two church bodies could come together to work on the details of
how you might cooperate in the three areas you identified: 1. evangelism/church planting; 2.
education (including theological education); and 3.disaster relief.

From the perspective of the Florida-Georgia District, several things have occurred which lead us
to encourage you to move forward on the next stage of your cooperation with the LCH. One of
our congregations has made a financial commitment through the Fan into Flame campaign to
assist the work in Haiti. Naturally this congregation desires to be involved in how this money is
distributed and accounted for, and at this time is interested in helping with theological education.
The Rev. Christian Airey, one of our Florida-Georgia District Haitian pastors, has two earned
Masters’ degrees in theology, and desires to be of assistance, as deemed appropriate by the
Lutheran churches in Haiti. Also, several of our Haitian pastors have congregations in Haiti or
desire to plant churches in Haiti. Those of us in leadership positions in the Florida-Georgia
District desire this to be done in such a way that these new congregations would be integrated
into the existing Lutheran churches in Haiti, and that we not complicate matters even more.
Thus, we wish to encourage you, together with President Benoit, to take the next steps in
developing your partnership in the areas which the Joint Resolution has identified. It will help us
in the Florida-Georgia District (and the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod) to be better partners
with you.
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EXHIBIT |

EVANGELICAL LUNTHERAN CHURCH IN KENYA ON THE CHURCH APOSTATE

This is the statement of the executive committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya that met on the 12" November 2009, on the
Apostasy of the church of Sweden to consecrate not just a woman to the office of bishop but a lesbian bishop on the 8" November 2009 in
Uppsala cathedral.

We, in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya, are watching with shock, dismay and disappointment, the news about these recent
developments on what we would call “ the mega” Church bodies in the world are up to, when they work so hard and tirelessly to lead the
world into religiousless society (leave alone Christianity)

In addition to our statement on what took place in the USA when ELCA in its Church wide Assembly held on 21 August 2009, in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, resolved officially to open the door of the office of the public ministry to those who are in “committed” same gender sexual
relations, we further state that it beats our logics and saddens us very much that the church of Sweden, which at the reformation was the
pillar of Biblical Reformation within Christendom has now decided to go apostate by consecretating a lesbian woman as bishop on the 8"
November 2009 and indeed women in the office of the Ministry over and above its earlier decision to allow same sex partners to hold the
sacred office of Word and Sacrament.

We therefore again reiterate as we did in our statement condemning the decision of ELCA issued on the 25" of September 2009;

1. that we condemn in the strongest terms possible this unfortunate and anti-scriptural development in a church body that bears the
name of the great reformer, Dr. Martin Luther;

2. that these Church Bodies have rejected the faith of Christendom as have been confessed all along starting
fathers as is also confessed today in the three ecumenical creeds.

3. that these church bodies have out rightly rejected the Authority of the Scriptures as the Word of God

4. 0 the Lutherans, Dr. Martin Luther brought the Church from being under the authority of man and speculations of human
philosophies to be under the authority of the Scriptures.

5. that we want to remind those Lutheran Churches and others who ordain women into office of the Word and Sacrament that these
unfortunate practice is a novelty that just started some fifty year ago and indeed an epicenter of spiritual lesbianism in the Church
today.

6. that we condemn sexual perversion in all its manifestations;

7. that same sex marital union is not only contrary to God’s will as clearly expressed in the Holy Scripture, but also repugnant to the
natural created social order;

8. that God's plan and purpose of marriage is fulfilled only in heterosexual (one man - one woman) life long commitment;

9. that this act by the Church of Sweden constitutes a loveless and callous disregard of the spiritual condition of those caught in
homosexual bondage; and

10.  that, most seriously of al, it is nothing less than a denial of the transformative power of the love we know in our Savior Jesus Christ,
‘Who seeks all sinners in order to restore them to communion with the Father through the ministrations of His Holy Spirit in Word
and sacrament.

the Apostles and the

Therefore, we must confess the Word of God and be faithful to it. In the name of our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ, we call upon the
Church of Sweden to repent of its apostasy from the truth. We feel compassion for those among us who are caught in homosexual bondage
and want them to know the transforming power of God's forgiveness and love. Thus we hereby dedicate ourselves anew into the service of
Him Who came to serve us sinners, including those caught in homosexual bondage, and Who by the power of His cross and resurrection
createsin us a new will to please Him in patterns of living that are chaste and pure. In saying these things, we are standing with our fellow
redeemed in the great consensus of the ane holy catholic and apostolic Church, particularly with those church bodies in the International
Lutheran Council. We want to assure the remnant Church bodies in the world, that as much the apostasy may continue aggressively, we
believe the Church will not be defaced from the face of the earth. We therefore want to encourage and stand with the remnant Church bodies
in Europe like Mission province in Sweden, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in America, Faithful Lutheran Churches in Africa and the rest of
the World to stand up and take the Challenge to remain faithful to the Scriptures - for by the Scripture the Lord will save the Church in the
World even unto end of the earth.

Signed this 13" day of November 2009:
pin =
i rf&*&v’

Most Rev. Dr. Walter Obare
Arch Bishop

L b
Rev. John Halakhe
General Secretary
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EXHIBIT |
Nafzgar, Samuel

From: Kieschnick, Gerald

Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2010 9:41 PM

To: Nafzger, Samuel

Ce: Mattson, Dan

Subject: RE: African church waivers on homosexuality
I agree, Sam.

Jerry Kieschnick

Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick, President
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

“Transforming lives through Christ's love ... in time .. for eternity ..." John 3:16-17

This electronic mail transmission may contain confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the person(s) named
and/or the person(s) to whom it is intentionally sent. Any use, distribution, copying or disclosure by another person is strictly
prohibited.

From: Nafzger, Samuel

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 4:46 PM

To: Kieschnick, Gerald

Cc: Mattson, Dan

Subject: FW: African church waivers on homosexuality

Jerry,

I did not see your name listed as having received this commentary from Dan Mattson. This is a matter that | think we
need to talk about in the next PCRC meeting.

Sam

From: Mattson, Dan

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 4:38 PM

To: Nafzger, Samuel; Lehenbauer, Joel; Braunersreuther, Jon; Birner, David; Zehnder, Tom
Cc: Rodewald, Michael; Vogel, Larry

Subject: RE: African church waivers on homosexuality

Welcome to the real world. The key lines, of course, are in the middle of the story.

The ELCA is a major contributor to the ELCT. For the fiscal year of 2009 the ELCA gave
$1,073,966 to their African global partner.

“This figure does not include any direct support...from ELCA synods, congregations,
individuals, or other Lutheran organizations,” Brooks said in an email.

The ELCT greatly depends on the financial contributions, missionaries, doctors and other
personnel from the ELCA. This sizeable support admittedly can be an influence.





EPUB/media/file24.jpg
grandmothers with persisting in the Orthodox traditional folk
religion, and passing this on to the next generation, and yet a large
void exists in basic biblical knowledge and in the development of
a caring community of the faithful.” Salvation by grace through
faith in Christ Jesus is rarely heard in expressions of traditional
folk Orthodoxy. A headlong rush into a so-called "democracy"
and "capitalism,” and an uncritical acceptance of American pop
culture has captured the heart and soul of the Russian-speaking
population, especially the youth.

German Language Group Spiritual Needs: Depressed for
decades by the now defunct Soviet system, today German House of
Prayer of Almaty has freedom to worship, catechize, and
evangelize; to again share the Gospel, Yet, the fears and
suspicions linger on. The German community seems to be torn by
memories of the events of the past and decisions made then. The
charismatic and Pentecostal missions from Europe lure away many
of the young people who cannot understand the German language
used in the church. Involvement in the church, especially the
yearly confirmation, seems to be for many a method for fulfilling
requirements for a visa to Germany.

English Language Group Spiritual Needs: Among the
expatriate governmental and private agency personnel serving in
Kazakstan exist high levels of job-related stress, tension, culture
shock, alienation, frustration, spiritual apathy and lethargy. It
seems those interested in Christian fellowship have a non
denominational background. Not able to worship in a foreign
language they tend to congregate in one or another of the English
language worship groups sponsored by church related and/or
evangelistic organizations from the USA.

Leadership Needs.

) 2

Kazak Language Group Theological Education for Leadership
Needs: An integrated approach community health program with a
holistic concern for life has functioned in a number of programs
since 1994, (See APPENDIX C for a report of the Community
Health Education Project” in Bautina) These programs have not
only attempted to treat the needs of the body, but have given the
missionary a view into the soul of the Kazak people. The Kazak
world view is different from our LCMS or USA world view. Until
the past few years, LCMS WORLD MISSION had very little

Page 2 of 48
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EXHIBIT D

THE

LutHERAN CHURCH

Misouri Synxl

Office of the President

The Reverend Dr. Samuel H. Nafzger
Director of Church Relations
Assistant to the President

June 28, 2010

Rt. Rev. David P. Piso, Head Bishop
Gutnius Lutheran Church

P.O.Box 111

Wabag 291, Enga Province

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Bishop Nick Aiyane-Assistant Bishop and Region 5 President
Ps.Pia Tondao-Region 1
Ps.K.Maso-Region 2
Ps.Yapata Yoko-Region 3
Ps.Pilipo Paikae- Region 4
Ps.K.Dita- Region 6

The Honorable Peter Ipatas
Mr. Ezekiel Peter

Rev. Daniel Watato

Mr. Apeke Taso

Patrick Komba

Maniosa Yakasa

Bishop Piso and Leaders of the GLC:

To you who through the righteousness of our Savior, Jesus Christ, have received by faith a
precious inheritance, greetings in His name!

This letter is written following LCMS President Gerald Kieschnick’s letter of June 14, in
which he expressed fraternal care and concern regarding the division experienced in the
Gutnius Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea. President Kieschnick respectfully
requested that all actions taken by any part of the GLC (such as the excommunication of
Bishop Piso and the holding of a convention under a restrictive court order) not go forward.

‘We are deeply saddened, therefore, that such a convention is going forward in spite of this
plea from your partner church in the Gospel. I therefore want to say as clearly as possible
that the LCMS will not be able to recognize any actions, including the election of officers,
taken by a convention in which significant parts of the GLC are excluded because of a court
order. The LCMS will not recognize as duly elected leaders anyone elected under such
conditions. Moreover, any actions taken under such conditions will necessarily call into
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Melbourne Authority v Anshun (1981) 147 CLR 589. It may be simply stated by saying it
s not open to a party 1o raise in subsequent litigation matters which ought reasonably to
have been raised in the earlier litigation. I note that this principle was judicially
recognised in this country more than 20 years ago in Lysenko v National Airlines
Commission trading as Air Niugini [1988-89] PNGLR 69 (28 Fehruary 1989).

1l With a view o ensuring that every issuc between the parties was raised,
considered and determined in these proceedings, provision was made in the directions
made on 12 October 2010 for further issues to be raised by either party. Despite having
suggested there were further issues the Defendants wished to raise against the Plaintiff,

there was no compliance with that direction cither.

12 As a result of what transpired at the hearing on 12 October 2010, the following
directions were made on that occasion:

1 The Plaintiff’s list of objections to the Defendants” affidavits and
any written submissions are 1o be faxed to the National Court in
Wabag and to the Defendants’ lawyer by 4pm on Tuesday 2
November 2010.

2 The Defendants’ list of objections to the Plaintiff’s affidavits and
any written submissions (including any written submissions in
reply to the Plaintiff's written submissions) are to be faxed to the
National Court in Wabag and to the Plaintiff’s lawyer by 4pm on
Tuesday 9 November 20]0.

3 The Plaintifis written submissions in reply to the Defendants’
written submissions are (o be faved to the National Court in
Wabag and to the Defendants” lawyer' by 4pm on Tuesday 16
Novenber 2010.

4 In relation to any other issues between the parties, the Court
dispenses with the National Court Rules pursuant to Order 1 rule 7
in order that all issues between the parties may be raised in these
proceedings and resolved quickly and cheaply.

3 In relation to any rematning issues between the parties, any party
who wishes to raise any further issue s to file and serve, by 4pm
on 2 November 2010:
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EXHIBIT K
Nafzger, Samuel =

From: John L. Mehl [john.mehl@att.net]
Se Tuesday, June 29, 2010 8:19 PM
To: ‘John Temple'; Edward Strohschein
Cc: Nafzger, Samuel

Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Legal Status

Dear John,

Idon’t know your telephone number, and don’t see it in the Annual. Ed and I are going to be in St. Louis
tomorrow at the IC. We would like to meet at 9:30 am and telephone in Herb to talk about Sri Lanka and the
registretation. It would be helpful if you were able to be at the IC or could at the very least join by telephone. I
will be driving in from about 6:30. Feel free to call me if you would like any time in the AM.

Hope to talk to you tomorrow!
John

John L. Mehl

Regional Director - Asia
LCMS World Mission
Asia Cell: +852-6390-9975
U.S. Cell: +314-799-9176

From: Edward A Strohschein [mailto:edstroh@netfront.net]

Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2010 5:52 AM

To: Herb Hoefer; Darin Storkson; John Temple; John Mehl; Nafzger, Samuel; David Birner; Kermit Almstedt;
Zehnder, Tom; wkarsten@mchsi.com

Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Legal Status

Herb,

The current trustees are John Wilson and myself (after the staff person left John Wilson's firm). I am attaching
the Articles of Association of Lutheran Trust Services. You will see that the objects of the company are limited
to the Layard's Broadway property, on behalf of the LCMS (beneficiary of the property).

In my opinion, I do not see it workable to have the LLC properties placed under Lutheran Trust Services.

Ed

Original Message --
From: "Herbert Hoefer" <HHoefer@cu-portland.edu>

To: "Storkson, Darin" <Darin.Storkson@world-relief.org>; "John Temple" <temple1946@gmail.com>; "Mehl,
John" <John.Mehl@lcms.org>; "Nafzger, Samuel" <Samuel.Nafzger@]lcms.org>; "Edward Strohschein"
<edstroh@netfront.net>; "Birner, David" <david.birner@Ilcms.org>; <wkarsten@mchsi.com>; "Zehnder, Tom"
<Thomas.Zehnder@lcms.org>; "Kermit Almstedt" <butch_almstedt@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2010 12:17 AM

Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Legal Status
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya

SOUTH WEST DIOCESE
GENERAL SECRETARY

For God soloved the word hat EJ\ Diocesc Ofce ELCK
He gave his arly begotien son, os PO Box 87140200
that whosoover bolves in Him g KISIL KENYA
should not parih, bu have % ol 125405831231
everiastng e Coll 4234728936157
SHNSIE, thomasnyabwanga@yahoo.com

Ref No... QUelek/2010. ... Date. 11 Nov 2010

‘The Mission Supporters

Through Rev. James May

The Director LHF Africa

P.0 Box 521 karen-00502

Nairobi Kenya .,

Dear Friends,

Greetings in the Name of Our Saviour
RE: APPRECIATION FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT WHICH ENABLED US TO HOLD A SUCCESSFUL
PASTORS CONFERENCE | IOV T 11 NOV 2010

As captioned above, on behalf of all pastors who attended the conference and those that
sent apologies, we sincerely thank you for the support which surely came at the right time.
We sincerely aiso thank you through Rev. May and pray for the relationship to confinue.

We sincerely thank you Rev. James May for the best teachings you gave during the
conference. You are really a confessional Lutheran pastor!

We also want to inform you, our dear mission supporters that there are groups in our Dioces
which need to be seminized. We have groups like .Evangelists, deaconesses, youths and
women groups which need teachings.

We therefore, request you through Rev.James May to assist us organize such seminars for
the above mentioned groups.

May God richly bless you in your daily endeavours.

Yours in the Lord’s Vineyard: ~

. W
Rev Thomas Nyabwanga

Diocesan Secretary Elck South West Diocese
cc

Rev. James May- LHF- Africa
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EXHIBIT A

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD

210 NORTH BROADWAY + SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 63102

— CentraL 1-6969
rasiotnr September 23, 1969 Anea coot 314

The Lutheran Church of Guam
c/o Chaplain Warren L. Wolf
Box 2383

Agana, Guam 96910

To the members of the Lutheran Church of Guam

On behalf of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, Ihereby declare that
we recognize the Lutheran Church of Guam. This recognition is based on
a careful examination of the constitution and bylaws which you have drawn
up. It shall also be noted that this recognition is consistent with our former
policy with respect to Lutheran service centers and to subsequent arrange-
ments made in consultation with other Lutheran church bodies which have
participated in the support and management of these centers.

In accordance with your constitution, we hold that our recognition obliges
you to receive into your membership those who come from congregations

of our church body and who reside in your community, assuming that they
have presented a proper letter of transfer from one of our congregations.
This recognition also assumes that your congregation hereby places you
under the supervision of our church body and that you will regularly transmit
to us a record of your official meetings.

At the same time, we indicate to you our readiness to counsel and support
your congregation when called upon to do so in accordance with the procedur es
which have been outlined for such supervision.

God grant you wisdom and blessing as you live together under the Scriptures and
the Lutheran Confessions, give testimonies to the same, and serve the Gospel
ministry as God gives opportunity and resource. God bless you.

Sincerely,

7/A. O. Preus

lr
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Director of Church Relations
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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3. Participants for the CLC should include representatives of major ILC member churches from
each world region. Due to budgetary constraints and to facilitate a group size conducive to
dialog, it will be necessary to limit attendance to between 15-20 individuals. This proposal
suggests inviting the following representatives:

e The ILC chairman and the members of the ILC executive committee representing
each of the five world areas, plus Australia (7).

® A representative from the theological commissions of Australia, Brazil and SELK,
chosen by the head of that church body (3).

* Members of the CTCR Executive Committee (7).

4. Additionally, the CLC would involve several invited guests from non-ILC confessional
leaders during a portion of its meeting. Such guests may include individuals from within the
ELCA and perhaps also a few individuals from churches of the LWF not involved in the ILC
(for example, Mekane Yesus, Church of Sweden, Lutheran Church of Tanzania). These
individuals would be asked to provide assessments regarding the current state of confessional
Lutheran theology in their churches and regions of the world. Their involvement would
enable growth of relationships with confessional Lutherans outside LCMS and ILC circles.
As schedules permit, the speakers participating in the World Seminaries Conference would
also be given an opportunity to dialogue with the CLC participants during a portion of its
meeting.

5. Because invitations to the World Seminaries Conference will not be sent out until early
January, and because it will not be possible for individuals to attend both conferences, any
necessary alterations to the list of invitees to the CLC will be made by the CTCR staff and
chairman in consultation with the Director of Church Relations.

Page 2 of 2
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and the leaders of the factions inform us at once whether you are willing or not to accept these
suggestions for trying to find a way of avoiding division in the GLC.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, in closing we can make no better appeal to you than what St. Paul said to
the quarreling Corinthians so many centuries ago:

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.
(1 Corinthians 16:13)

We pray that the Spirit of God will work in your hearts and minds so that you will treat one another with
love and respect, to the end that the GLC will be known for its ability, with the Holy Spirit’s leading and
guiding, to overcome its divisions and live in love.

May God bless us all as we strive to know and do our Lord’s will, not our own.

Dr. &erald B. Kiéschnick, President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

GBK:clo

ce: Rev. James Cerdefiola, President, Lutheran Church in the Philippines
Rev. Dr Traugott Farnbacher, Secretary for Papua New Guinea, Pacific and East Asia Mission
OneWorld, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria
Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Harahap, Asia Secretary, Department for Mission and Development, Lutheran
World Federation
Rev. Yutaka Kumei, President, Japan Lutheran Church
Rev. Ishmael Noko, General Secretary, The Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler, President, Lutheran Church of Australia
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um, President, Lutheran Church in Korea
Rev. Richard Yi, President, China Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Allan Yung, President, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod
ILC Executive Committee
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EXHIBIT G

International Lutheran Council Greetings
Lutheran World Federation Assembly
Stuttgart, Germany
July 24,2010
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our Father and from our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ!

As chairman of the International Lutheran Council I bring to you these greetings. I
do so with a heart full of thanksgiving to God for the heritage we share as fellow
Lutheran Christians, bound together by a time-honored commitment to the three
great solas of the Reformation:

o Sola gratia—we are saved by grace alone, solely by God’s undeserved gift
of life eternal through His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, without any merit or
worthiness in us.

o Sola fide—we are saved by faith alone, not by any works or deeds we have
done, but by God’s great gift of faith, imparted by water and Word through
Holy Baptism and nurtured through the presence of Christ Himself in the
Holy Supper,

o Sola scriptura—we are saved by the God who reveals Himself in Holy
Scripture alone, the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of God—the only
source and norm of faith and of life.

The International Lutheran Council has its roots in the International Theological
Conference, a loosely related group of church bodies whose leaders gathered
periodically, beginning in the 1950s, to discuss theological issues. It became a
Council in 1993 as “a worldwide association of established confessional Lutheran
church bodies ...” and currently consists of 34 member churches, representing 3.5
million baptized members. It is an association of churches that accept the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired and inerrant Word of
God and the Lutheran Confessions as a correct interpretation of Holy Scripture.
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EXHIBIT C

CUTNIUS] mew AR,
AR B G

Head Office {Irelya), P.O Box 111, WABAG, Enga Province, Papus New Guinea

TETI0 g 670 TATONOSY. MabeTSeTona8320 Ema ezekoodvcpmar@yaiio com

5754507 1k Fax

21% June 2010

Rev. David Piso

Yaibos

WAPENAMANDA By Hand.
Enga Province

Dear Rev. Piso,

1 greet you in the nanie of Lord Jesus Christ. who saved, redeemed s and reconciied us o
God, and promises us life evedasting.

Contnero advise thal ihe Gutnius Lutheran Church-PNG through the National Pastor's
Conference of 12° March 2010 heid at Birip had resolved fo excommunicate you as the head
pastor of the Church which was a culminaiion of ssveral faifed aitempts by the church body 1
goring you to among others, reconcile and work together with various factons and fragmented
D, wilhin the main GLC-PNG Church. The National Pastor's Conferenee. i the
DIVINE AUTHORITY in the exersise of the Office of the Koys in excommunicating you pursuant
ta Article 11(3) and 12 of the GLC-PNG Constitution which derives 6 authority from Dr. Martu
Luther's Smail Catectism and in accordance with Gospel Mathew 16.15. 18 vy wore copied

Al tie six Distriot Conferences had confirmed by resolutions endorsing the pastors' decision to
raomeeate you and the Church Council has further resolved 1o effct the s
frocess, Tho issue of your excommunication is now become 3 property of e ehore, and no
nger belong 1o the pastors. Following this series of events. the Office of the. Hacy Bishop of
Guinius Lutheran Cliurch-PNG becarne vacant. On i 06% May 2070, the National Church
Council of the GLC-PNG mef and unanimously resolved 1o appwint mo ac. e Acting Head
Bisnon since | arm the incumbent Depaty Head Bishop under your former leadrship. My term
o0 oxpire in June Ihis vear when a permanent Head Bishop s elected by th Genrar Synod
fater this month Hence, | wite this letter to you in that capacity

Wit the GLO-PNG was preparing to hol a Synod towsrds the end of June We are supnsed
o\ioam that LOMS President had writsn 10 you addressing you as fhe Head Bishop of GLC-
NG on the 14" Jure 2010 via email and copied to ol relesen interestect parties thirs
advising against hoiding a Synod this mooth. Instoad they fave. dviee paties to seek
roconciation in or around August and September this year. vhoro they wll send. their
(eprosentatices to mediate with a view to raconsile and unite as ore body in (s

Page 1
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Director, Board for Mission Services, LCMS; the Rev. Gregory Walton, president of the Florida-
Georgia District, LCMS; the Rev. Doug Kallesen, Executive Director of Outreach, Florida-
Georgia District, LCMS; and the Rev. Darell Stuehrenberg, chair, HLMCC
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“ Exhibit D

Evangelical qutheran Church in Kenya

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY

HEAD OFFICE:

P.O. Box 44685 - 00100,

G.P.O. Nairobi, Kenya

Nyerere Road,
Opposite St. Andrews PCEA Church

Tel: +254 - 020 - 2715435/7/8,2715452
Cell: +254 - 722 - 260242

E-mail: abbalakhe@yahoo.com

www.elck.org

For God so loved the world

that He gave His one and only

Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life
St.John 3:16

RefeNos: mneis:
To

‘The President,
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod,

Attention: Rev. Matthew C. Harrison

Dear Sir,

RE: INTERFERENCE OF REV. JAMES
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN KE!

VERY pYO AFFAIRS OF THE

Grace. Mercy to you and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ.

We the Bishops Richard Amayo, William Lopeta, of the ELCK Lake and North West Dioceses,
the General Secretary Rev. John Halakhe, and the Treasurer Mr. John Michoro, hereby wish to
convey the following, THAT:- i

1. We are disappointed, dismayed and disturbed by the letter of the alleged Pastors
Conference of the S/West Diocese which has greatly and maliciously tarnished the name,
image and personality of the Most Rev. Dr Walter Obare, the Arch Bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya through the facilitation of one Rev. James May.

2. The root of the disharmony exhibited by the said letter is the attempts by Reverend James
May of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation — Africa to interfere with the activities of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya.

3. The LHF launched the “Kisii Hymnal on 25" October 2010 and in one of the meetings
for planning the said launch on 21* October the leadership of LHF lead a meeting to
strategize on disparaging the name of the Archbishop.

4. The hymnal was launched on the 25" October 2010 and another meeting of pastors was
planned to take place from 8" — 11" November 2010. It was at this meeting that the
unfortunate letter was written and executed. We have evidence (herein attached) that the
meeting was meant to be a workshop and not a conference of pastors as stated in the
memo. As evidenced from the enclosed timetable, the sole teacher to the workshop was
Rev. James May. The topics as presented in the timetable, that is, “The role of the
church”, and “Office of the Keys™* is construed by us to be targeted towards mobilizing
the pastors against the leadership of the church other than the phase value of it.

5. ELCK has been making frantic efforts to live at peace with LHF in vain. Several
complaint letters have been written to LHF head office, ELCK has categorically asked
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Entry Schengen (transit to Kyrgyzstan)
Transit stamp en route to Kyrgyzstan
Visa issued on arrival; valid to 2012-01-08
Business visa; departure 2011-12-30

2011-2021 Passport p.38
2011-2021 Passport p.38
12011-2021 Passport p.27
2011-2021 Passport p.26

Entry — post-earthquake follow-up
Entry permit; 60 days

Exit SORTIE)

Visa on Arrival (30 days)

Visit Pass granted Mar 17, 2012

Entry - ECAV working agreement
Single Journey Visa SAA-03260842
Entry — MULTIPLE VISA paid $100 USD

12011-2021 Passport p.4

2011-2021 Passport p.23
12011-2021 Passport p.24
2011-2021 Passport p.28
2011-2021 Passport p.26
2011-2021 Passport p.37
2011-2021 Passport p.27
2011-2021 Passport p.29

Entry - ENTRADA

2011-2021 Passport p.25

Exit

Visitor — permitted 90 days

Entry — GLC-PNG Pastors’ Conference (~1,000 attend)
Transit Visa TAA-00627408

2011-2021 Passport p.28
2011-2021 Passport p.31
2011-2021 Passport p.30
2011-2021 Passport p.32

Entry — Africa trip (ELVD visit)
Entry — GHANA IMMIGRATION SERVICE

Landing Permission — 90 days

Entry — single entry visa (Jul 25 issued)

Exit - Camp Between the Rivers; Lake Baikal

Entry - visa on arrival (valid 6 days)

Entry — GRATIS; FLM pastors' conference Antsirabe

2011-2021 Passport p.29
2011-2021 Passport p.33
2011-2021 Passport p.33
2011-2021 Passport p.5
2011-2021 Passport p.5
12011-2021 Passport p.6
2011-2021 Passport p.7

Entry — Luther Academy Latin America seminar
Transit stamp en route to/from Germany
Entry — President Harrison decade visit

2011-2021 Passport p.5
2011-2021 Passport p.10
2011-2021 Passport p.8

Entry — ENTRADA Feb 2, 2014
Entry — FLM Sunday worship Ivato
Transit stamp

Entry — Vitoria, church relations

ENTRADA — May 5, 2014 (TURISTA 90 DIAS)

2011-2021 Passport p.4
2011-2021 Passport p.11
2011-2021 Passport p.10

1?%4»2016 Passport p.5
2014-2016 Passport p.3

Exit to Argentina

2014-2016 Passport p.5

SALIDA - May 6, 2014
Discussions with Istanbul Lutheran Church

Entry - visa URT2035777 (Multiple, 90 days)
Exit - brief 1-day visit

Exit — Aug 20, 2014
ENTRADA - Oct 10, 2014
Exit - Oct 17, 2014

2014-2016 Passport p.3
2014-2016 Passport p.3
2014-2016 Passport p.6
2014-2016 Passport p.6

12014-2016 Passport p.6
2014-2016 Passport p.11
2014-2016 Passport p.11
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Travel History Analysis

Albert Collver « Triplt Export « 2005-2019

225 Triplt trips + supplementary itineraries + Estimates from St. Louis, MO (STL)

Lifetime Totals — All 225 Trips

Metri Estimate

Total Trips Recorded 225 trips (2005-2019)

Total Days Away from Home ~1,528 days (~4.2 years of life)

Total Miles Flown (round trip) ~1,135,000 miles

Est. Total Flight Cost (Econ/E+) ~$183,900

Countries via Triplt Flights 38 (6 continents)

Years of Data 2005-2019

Additional Countries (Passports & Itineraries) 23 (all continents)

TOTAL Countries Visited (All Sources) 61 (6 continents)

Archive Documents 229 documents (2005-2023)

Year-by-Year Breakdown

Year Trips Days Miles Flown | Est. Cost Key Countries

Away

2005 1 31 10,000 $1,200 Russia

2006 3 24 18,000 $2,250 Indonesia

2007 11 59 61,400 $9,750 Brazil, Germany, Kenya, Madagascar, Russia, South Africa

2008 12 56 51,400 $8,700 Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Russia

2009 18 m 45,200 $10,000 Russia (Novosibirsk / Siberia)

2010 22 17 83,700 $15,600 Dominican Rep., Ethiopia, Germany, Ghana, Guatemala,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Netherlands, Russia, South Korea

2011 16 102 83,700 $13,950 Argentina, Czech Rep., Dominican Rep., Guatemala, Japan,
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania

2012 21 177 94,900 $14,850 Czech Rep., Dominican Rep., Haiti, Indonesia, Kenya,
Papua New Guinea, Singapore, Tanzania

2013 19 166 114,200 $16,750 Czech Rep., France, Ghana, Guatemala, Hong Kong,

Japan, Kenya, Lithuania, Madagascar, Papua New Guinea,
Russia, South Africa, Tanzania

2014 20 138 97,700 $16,750 Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, Dominican Rep., Kenya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Nicaragua, South Africa, Tanzania,
Turkey, Uruguay

2015 25 154 159,500 $23,600 Argentina, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Nigeria,
Peru, Russia, Switzerland, UAE, Ukraine, United Kingdom
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39 However, to make the existing orders permanent would be to exclude the
Defendants from the Plaintiff church altogether. It is clear, from the letters dated 14 June
2010 and 13 August 2010 signed by the International President of the Lutheran Church,
thal the desired outcome is reconciliation rather thea rejection although after almost two
decades of dispute it will not b an easy task to resolve the issues between these two

groups.

40 Separate and distinct from the issucs relating to the orders and the situation in the
Plaintiff church is the question of whether Court orders have been disobeyed. If the
lawyers who bave been acting for the Defendants have been doing their job properly, they
will bave warned the Defendants that failing to obey Court orders can constitute contempt

of court which can be punished by a fine and/or imprisonment.

41 ‘The Plaintiff has filed a motion seeking to have the Defendants dealt with for
contempt of court and it is entitled to have that motion heard. I will make directions in

order to enable that aspect to be pursued shoild the Plaintiff so desire.

42 However, the Plaintiff will need to consider whether that is a desirable course
since, if some or all of the Defendants are fined or imprisoned then (1) the divisions that
exist will be made greater, (2) support for Bishop Piso as the current head of the Plaintift
church may be diminished, and (3) the international hierarchy of the Luthcran Church

may not approve of that course.

43 Itis a matter of concemn that over a period of more than & decade the divisions
with the Plaintiff church have reached the point where two synods arc held and there arc

two people who claim to be the Head Bishop of the Plaintiff church. That situation may

be likened to the left arm of a person fighting with the right am of the same person. In

such a fight it is only that person who will be injured. If these two groups are never

going {o reconcile and agroe on a way forward for the Plaintiff church then it would be
better that they separate and form two scparate churches rather than damage the
reputation of Christianity in this nation.
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EXHIBIT P

International Center

THE 1333 South Kirkwood Road
RA ~ Saint Louis, MO 63122-7295
}:H;r\l:‘l.ﬁ; N CHUR('H (314) 965-9917, ext. 1402

FAX (314) 996-1119
E-mail: President@lcms.org

Office of the President
‘The Reverend Dr. Gerald B. Kieschnick
President of the Synod

August 18,2010

Dr. Wilhelm Weber, Bishop
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa
790 Arcadia Street, Pretoria

P.O. Box 13292

Hatfield 0028

South Africa

E-mail: bishop.lcsa@gmail.com
Dear Bishop Weber:

Grace and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Thank you very much for your letter of June 21, 2010. I regret that it has taken me so long to
respond, but as you can understand, quite a number of changes have taken place in the meantime.
Thank you very much for your reminder of all that has happened in the relationship between the
LCSA and the LCMS in recent years. It has been an honor and a privilege to be involved in the
life and work of the LCSA, an important Africa Lutheran church.

Thank you also for your request that the LCMS become increasingly involved in the work of the
LCSA through a block grant of $60,000 per year for the next years. I regret that it is impossible
for the LCMS to make block grants to anyone anywhere. In a world where needs are vastly
larger than resources, the church expects those who serve to describe very precisely the needs
that the church is trying to respond to. The congregations, including their pastors and people,
‘want to be involved in setting priorities for the use of mission people and mission dollars. Our
work must take their needs and desires into account.

1 suggest that you consult with Dr. Michael Rodewald, whom I know that you know well. He
understands the needs of the American church, and I am confident that he will work with you to
formulate a proposal to assist the LCSA in an appropriate way. Please keep in mind, however,
that in these difficult economic times for our congregations and members, it is simply impossible
for the LCMS to do all that it would like to do.
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operated by the Plainti, or joinily owned and operated by the
Plantiff with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of PNG.

7 Until further Order, the Defendants. their servants, agents
associates, representatives or members of the Reformation Service
are restrained from writing letters, corresponding with includes
telephone, facsimile, e-mail with the Churches Medical Council,
PNG Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, the
Missouri Sinod (sic), and the PNG Mission Society for any matters
pertaining to the Plaintiff

3 Subsequently, the Defendants filed a motion onl8 November 2009, seeking to
have those orders discontinued and, on 29 March 2010, the Plaintiff filed a motion which
solight to have the Second Defendant dealt with for contempt of Court.

4 When the matter came before the National Court in Wabag in April 2010, the
Plaintiff sought to have the interim order continued until the Plaintiff’s next Synod in
June 2010 while the Defendants sought to have the interim orders discontinued. Since
there was no evidence to warrant a restrining order against the Fourth Defendant, the
tssue on that occasion was whether the interim restraining order should be continued
against the First, Second and Third Defendants. At that hearing, the lawyers for the
partics agreed that the Synod had the power to deal with the status of those Defendants in
the Plaintff church and for that reason, despite the Court being ready to treat that hearing
as a final hearing, the interim orders were continued and the following orders were made

on 13 April 2010:

1 Until further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant and
the Third Defendant, their servants, agents, assoeciates, '
representatives or member of the Reformation Service are
restrained from holding any meeting, gathering in any Church
ground owned and operated by the Plaintifi

2 Unil further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant and
the  Third Defendant, their servants, agents, associates,
representatives or member of the Reformation Service are
resirained jrom hoiding themseives as Fastors,
employees of the Plaintiff.

L
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From: chris@scandhouse.org

Sent: Sunday, October 18, 2009 7:52 PM

To: Chris (Scandhouse)

Subject: Latvian Archbishop warns Sweden on same sex 'marriage’

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia will find it "impossible" to join the Porvoo Communion if the Church of Sweden
accepts a proposal to recognize and perform same sex "marriages” this week, according to Latvian Lutheran Archbishop
Janis Vanags. The Porvoo Communion is a group of Anglican and Lutheran churches that entered into full pulpit and altar
communion in 1996. The agreement also provides for interchange of clergy.

The Latvian church is currently holds "observer status" in the Porvoo Communion. Archbishop Vanags spoke at the semi-
annual meeting of Porvoo primates held last week in Porvoo (Borga), Finland.

Article (in Swedish) in Dagen:
http://www.dagen.se/dagen/article.aspx?id=190069
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On the contrary my govermment wil work with the group that accepts the LCMS calfor reconcikation and
decides a pattway for sharing mutual and Christian love for each ofher. This means, both groups reconsider
their planned synods in June 2010 o rather adopt a transparent and true process for reconciiiation and
proposals devised to come together at a single syrod later in the year 10 slect the one leadership for the one
GLC-PNG under the proposed LCMS faciltation.

In this endeavor, | invite the LCMS delegation 1o come to the Enga Province/Papua New Guinea in earty August
2010, as per your plan, and my govemment will provide every assistance possible 1o help the GLC-PNG
factions find a lasting reconcikiation and solutions to making the church stand nted under one leadership to
ead towards estoration of s missions for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Chiist.

1and my govemment remain committed to the forthcoming LCMS mission in this endeavor and looking forward
o working closely with the Synod in the same bond s it happened when the very first LCMS mission began in
1948 inthe Enga Province. May God who brought LCMS missionaries and the seeds of e Gospel o Enga
people continue to bless this intervention your cabinet and your leadership has undertaken in the GLC-PNG at
this time of it very criical and serious leadership crisis.

With God's blessings and His Wil
Faithtully yours,

HON PETER IPATAS MP
‘Govemor of the Enga Province

Cc: Rev. David Piso, Head Bishop, Gutnius Lutheran Church Papua New Guinea
Rev. James Cordenola, President, Luther Church i the Phiippines
Rev. Dr. Traugott Fambacker, Secretary for PNG/Pacifc/East Asia Mission, € LC of Bavaria
Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Harahap, Asia Secretary, DMD, Lutheran Workd Federaion
Rev. Yutaka Kumel, President, Japan Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Ishmasl Noko, General Secretary, The Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler, President, Lutheran Church of Australia
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub U, President, Lutheran Church in Korea
Rev. Richard Yi, President, China Evangeical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Allan Yung, President, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod
ILC Executive Commitiee
Rev. Gigers Wenge, Head Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea
Allthe leaders of the Gutnius Lutheran Church Papua New Guinea
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(@) A Statement of those issucs:
) Any affidavits relied upon in relation 1o those issues, and
(c)  Written submissions in relation 10 those issues.

6 Inrelation to any issues so raised, the other parties are to file and
serve, by 4pm on 16 November 2010:

(@) 4 Response to those issues;
(b)  Any affidavits relied upon in relation to those issues: and
(c)  Written Submissions in relaticn to those issues

7 Time shall be abridged so that these orders may be entered
Sforthwith.

Plaintiff's evidence

13 The 29 March 2010 affidavit of Bishop David Piso was directed towards the
Question of whether the Second Defendant failed to comply with the i
orders and that is understandable since it was filsd with the object of supporting the
Plaintiff’s motion to have the Defendant show cause why he should not be dealt with for

tial, interim

contempt of court. That affidavit referred to & number of cvents which are best

summarised in chronological order:

22 0ct 09 Interim restraining orders made by Yalo AJ
12Dec09  Second Defendant served with those orders
20Dec 09 Second Defendant wrote to Bishop Piso
Mar 10 Two e-mails sent by Second Defendant
24Mar 10 Media statement released by the Defendants

14 1tis also worth noting that the unchallenged evidence of Bishop Piso is that ho is
the Head Bishop of the Plaintiff church in PNG, a church which has more than 500
congregations and about 140,000 members in PNG, being part of 40,000 churches and §0
million followers world-ide.

88/19
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA
IN THE NATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

0S 614 0f 2005

GUTNIUS LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PNG
! w8 Plaintiff
v
MANIOSA YAKASA
First Defendant
EZEKIEL DAVID PETER
" Second Defendant
JOHN NATHAN
‘Third Defendant
PESATO EPE
Fourth Defendaut

Wabag, Goroka: Ellis J
2010: 12 October, 15 November

JTUDGMENT

Application to have interim restraining orders made permanent - Orders continued for

three weeks — Provision for contempt hearing ~ Alternative provision for mediation

Cases cited (in the order they are cited):

Port of Melbourne Authority v Anshun (1981) 147 CLR 589
Lysenko v National Airlines Commission trading as Air Niugini [1988-39) PNGLR 69
Browne v Dunn (1893) 6 ER 67

State v Merriam [1994] PNGLR 104

Exhibit J
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Many significant events took place 1in early 2008 such as commissioning of a
new General Secretary to take control of the church administration and
installation of stable organisation and free the church from unforeseen
external forces impinging bad practices of Mmanagement and running down of
church affairs,

The church also saw a new birth in reconciliation and unification of
fragmented groups, mostly those who have isolated from poor and bad Teadership

A change in the LCHS Teadership in having you and Rev. Matthew Harrison at its
helm is also seen as a compl inenting opportunity God created for the GLC and
its menbers. Your instant letter of approval and promise to work with me in
&vange] ization and ministering the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the GLc is God
answering our prayers for the past decades.

I pray to see many opportunities through the LCMS World Mission working side
by side with our GLC programs and projects. It will not become an easy task
here with years of depreciation, depletion and plunder that had occurred to
the church assets and institutions. The theology and doctrines of the Lutheran
faith had also faced its share of battering and constrictions when foreign and
home-grown  belief and worship had taken precedence in many of our
congregations,

The GLC is also faced with a daunting task of defending itself fron the orders
of the civil courts to solve its church problems. Qur brother the former
bishop David Piso is holed in the courts of PNG to toke 9rip and hangar on the
Teadership and control over affairs of the church. We confie your prayers and
support will enable victory over the devil which had devoured the church so
unwittingly and we hope in God to overcome this existing opposition within the
church and country.

ty Teadership. the bishop's and church councils are in solid mind and spirit
Yo invite new missionaries and volunteers from the LCHS World Mission to
urgently revamp and gainer energy into almost the exhausted Teadership in the
mission fields of this church.

I therefore look forward to seeing a good and cordial relationship between the
LCMS and GLC into the future with our God-given Teaderships in both churches.
As the founding and mother church, T see LCMS gesture in your decision as a
helping hand from God reaching to us in the same way our former LCMS
missionaries did by God when they met our fore bearers in 1948 in Enga.

The GLC also thanks you and President Harrison and other leaders in the World
Mission Board (also the AMT) for recognizing the wealth of knowledge and

Page 2
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remains to be one of serving the whole person (body. sou! and
Spiri).

422, As a related aim, we also_believe that the EECMY  should
maintain a level of organizational capacity which is adequate for
fulfilling her mission.

423, We recognize that mutual sharing of information will contribute 0
the development of common understanding and mutual concern.
Therefore, we will share the Vision/Mission/Goals and strategies
of our minstris.

424, In order for the EECMY to be able o carry out her ministry
“acconding to mutually accepied plans, the partners together with
the EECMY shall seck 1o provideavail the required support.

425, The EECMY is responsible to provide regular reports including
audits on the use of the resources sccured from the partners and
intemally raised by the EECMY.

426, The work in Ethiopia will be caried out according to the
standards for planning, reporting, monitoring and evaluation,
determined by policies of the Church and the respective project
‘documents and agreements.

42.7. EECMY will organize regular meetings with the partners o discuss
the overall co-operation, and the implementation of work plans.

428, The Partners will also arrange occasional meetings between the
representatives of the Church and their respective constituencies.

5. Roles and Responsibilties o the Parties in Relationship.

5.1. As independent organizations, we have decided to become interdependent.
In s0 doing, we are convinced that we will get mutual benefits from the co-
operation and that the result of our oint venture s better than that of which
any one of us could have done on our own. We imtend 10 be clear and
appreciate what cach of us is offering and bencfiting from the co-
operation.

5.2, We mutually recognize that the role of the EECMY will be a leading one,
for all the work carred out by her. n other words, the Church will be in
charge of the work and the total use of resources available (intemnal and
external resources), within the framework of mutually accepted plans.

53. We seek to understand the Visions/Mission/Goal, strategies, challenges
and problems of cach other, and be willing, according 1o the means
availible, (o support each other. Priority will be given to spending time
together discussing and leaming from each other and knowing each other's
consiituencies.

5.4. We will make specific agreements on how t plan, implement, moritor,
evaluate and report on the work carried out in partership. Furthermore,
we il also stipulate in our specific agreements procedures for scting
priorities together, when o meet, how 10 Solve problems and how o deal
with misunderstandings and disagreements.

55. We belive tht we are stewards of the resouress entrusied 0 us by Gogy LV
and we affirm that our relationship promotes mutual involvement. AW

4
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This reality precipitated the drafting and unanimous acceptance of a statement last
year by the International Lutheran Council titled “Same Gender Relationships and
the Church.” Available on the ILC Web site, it speaks of the Bible’s witness and
Christian teaching through 2,000 years regarding the practice of homosexuality as
a violation of the will of God. Yet it also declares our resolve “to approach those
with homosexual inclinations with the deepest possible Christian love and pastoral
concern, in whatever situation they may be living. Though we affirm the demands
of God’s Law without reservation, we Christians confess that the sins of the world
have been forgiven through Christ’s suffering and death on the cross.”

1 share these words with this Assembly, neither to stand in judgment nor ignoring
the logs in my own eye, but with a heavy heart. For I know what you know,
namely, that significant internal strife, serious spiritual conflict, and even organic
schism can and does result from such disagreement regarding matters of faith and
life that until recently have withstood the test of thousands of years. And while I
have witnessed and experienced the unmistakable expressions of love and
acceptance in this Assembly, I grieve the different understanding of the authority
of Holy Scripture that threatens to fracture our unity in Christ.

Bishop Hanson, Brother Mark, you are completing your term as president of LWF
and I am transitioning from the roles of chairman of ILC and president of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. I express to you my appreciation for your
friendship over the past nine years. While we do not agree on numerous matters of
faith and life, I have genuinely appreciated your fraternal collegiality and gentle
spirit, and pray God’s blessings on your future endeavors.

It is my sincere hope and fervent prayer that in the years ahead the witness of the
churches comprising the LWF and ILC will reflect the words of the apostle Paul:
<] therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Eph. 4:1-6).

Thank you and may God richly bless each and every one of you.
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Countries Cou

Reg

Africa (13) Djibouti *, Ethiopia, Ghana *, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeria, South Africa, South Sudan 13
*, Sudan *, Tanzania %, Togo %, Uganda %

Americas Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile , Colombia #, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico 13
(13) *, Nicaragua, Paraguay *, Uruguay *, Venezuela *

Asia-Pacific  Australia %, China *, Hong Kong, India %, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia *, Mongolia , Papua 13
(13) New Guinea , Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan

Europe (21)  Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark *, Finland *, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy , Latvia, 21
Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Spain *, Sweden *, Switzerland,
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom

Middle East United Arab Emirates 1
)
TOTAL 61 countries / territories across 6 continents 61

Generated May 21, 2026 - Sources: Trilt travel history (38 countries) + passport stamps, supplementary itineraries, and archive documents (23
additional). % = country documented from non-Triplt sources.
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i «EBAHTEJHYECKO-TIOTEPAHCKASI ITEPKOBb HHT PHH
HA TEPPUTOPHH POCCHH» EXHBIT £
1§ EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF INGRIA IN RUSSIA
]

August 19,2009
Dr.Gerald B. Kieschnick, President
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

Dear President Kieschnick, Brother Gerald,

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior!

Many greetings from Russia and The Ingrian Church!

I can state that relations between out two churches (Church of Ingria and The Siberian Lutheran
Church are now deorived of the problem. Our church would not oblect if the LCMS will beginb
discussion of theological issues, which is a prerequisite for archieving greater inter-church harmony

and communication.

As we have seen, for the success of this discussions the real agreement in the heological and
ecclesiastical matters is especially important.

If, as a result of this discussions, will be signed altar-pulpit fellowship between LCMS and The
Siberian Lutheran Church, we will not object this.

Yours in Christ

Arri Kugappi =
Bishop
ELCIR :‘;
¥
v'é'
%
2!
o
- Poccus, 191186, C-Tleepbypr church@elci.ru Bolshaja Konjushennaja st. 8,
yn. Bonbiuas Koklouchnas, 8 www.elci.ru St.Petersburg, Russia 191186
Ten/ daxc (812) 312-83-39 P.0. Box 189, TelFax +781231283 39

53101 Lappeenranta, Finland
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AGENDA
for
The President’s Church Relations Cabinet
December 2, 2009

1. Opening Prayer. (Lehenbauer)

2. Update on Mekane Yesus Agreement. (Birner)

3. India Update. (Wurdeman)

4. Guam Update. (Birner)
* 1969 Correspondence from President Preus and Schiotz, and G. Harkins (Exhibit A)
e “Statement of Relationship” (1988, 1990) (Exhibit B)

5. Guidelines for Partner Church Calls. (Hartwig, Kieschnick)
®  “Guidelines” (Exhibit C)

6. Update on Kenya Hymnal Project. (Mattson)

7. Haiti Update. (Nafzger, Zehnder)
®  Michael Letter to Kessa (Exhibit D)

8. Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church. (Nafzger)
e Kugappi Correspondence of 8/19/09 (Exhibit E)
*  Wenthe Correspondence of 11/25/09 (Exhibit F)

9. Confessional Leadership Conference. (Lehenbauer)
o Staff Proposal to CTCR (Exhibit G)

10. Roland Gustafsson New Bishop in Mission Province in Sweden. (Exhibit H)

11. Statements on Sexuality.
e Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (Exhibit I)
e Baltic Church Statement (Exhibit J)

12. ILSW Update. (Nafzger)

13. LCSA Update. (Nafzger)
e Dr. Wilhelm Weber Elected Bishop (Exhibit K)

14. Next Meeting Dates.

PCRC Meeting Agenda 121212009
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Exhibit G
Evangelical Tutheran Church in (Kenya

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDING BISHOP ., .

P.O. Box 44685 - 00100,
G.P.O. Nairobi, Kenya
Nyerere Road,

Luther Plaza, 3rd Floor

Tel: +254 - 020 - 2715435
Fax: 2715452
Email:bishopobarewa@yahoo.com
www.elck.org

For God so loved the world
that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life
St.John 3:16

Ref. No.:
Thursday, July 2! ,20]0

Rev. Mark A. Rabe M.Div.
8930 S.W. Oak Lane
Port-Land, Oregon 97223
US.A.

Dear Pastor,

REF: TEACHING POST AT MATOV(‘O LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL
COLLEGE

Tollowing our past talks and in response to your E-mail that [ received this day
28/07/2010, 1 now invite you officially to come to our aid as a teacher at Matongo
Lutheran Theological College (MLTC) and partly at Atemo Bible Centre (ABC).
At Matongo Lutheran Theological College we have the following classes going on:

* Diploma in Theology — For the formation of our Clergy.

* Bachelor in Theology- A higher Certificate above Diploma

* Diploma in Deaconess Training
At Atemo we run a two years training for the laity who man our congregations because
our Pastors are in charge of five (5) or more congregations.

Those who would be willing to support your work in Kenya will be wppurlln;= our
Church body in a big way. Your willingness to come to our aid doe: ire me a lot.
Come let us stand together for the course of the pure Word of God in Kenya and the
World.

Concerning your Housing: we are sorting out and we will soon furnish you with the
information. Prepare to come in September , 2010 as you had planned.

Pass my regards to your wife, family and dear Christians you have been serving.

Yours in The Vine-yard,

JSEDDb @
Rev. Dr. Walter Obare

ARCH BISHOP ELCK

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 1Cor. 10:31b
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Czech Republic 2011-12-01 Praha-Ruzyne Airport

Latvia 2011-12-07 Riga (LV)
Kyrgyzstan 2011-12-08 Bishkek

Liberia 2011-12-xx  Roberts International Airport (Monrovia)
Haiti 2012-01xx Port-au-Prince |
Papua New Guinea 2012-01-xx Jackson's Intl (Port Moresby)

Haiti 2012-02-01 Port-au-Prince

Indonesia 20120314 Polonia Airport, Medan

Singapore 2012-03-14 Changi Airport

Czech Republic 2012:07-10 Praha-Ruzyne Airport

Kenya 2012-08-11 JKIA Nairobi

Tanzania 2012.0813 IMwanza area

Dominican Republic 12012-12-03 Las Américas Airport |
Dominican Republic 12012-12-07 Las Américas Airport

Hong Kong (China) 2013-01-15 Hong Kong International Airport

Papua New Guinea 2013-01-16 Jackson's Intl (Port Moresby)

Kenya 2013-02-08 }JKlA Nairobi

Tanzania 2013-02-08 ‘Mwanza area |
Ghana 2013-02-11 [Kotoka Intl Airport (Accra)

Japan 2013-04-02 Narita International Airport

Russia 2013-08-05 Sheremetyevo Airport (Moscow)

Russia 2013-08-27 Sheremetyevo Airport (Moscow)

South Africa 2013-10-12 /OR Tambo International (Johannesburg)
Madagascar 2013-10-13 * Ivato Intl Airport (Antananarivo)

(Guatemala 2013-10-21 (Guatemala City |
France 2013-11-11 Paris CDG (Roissy)

Kenya 2014-01-21 JKIA Nairobi

Dominican Republic 20140202 Las Américas Airport

Madagascar  2014-02-04 Ivato International Airport

South Africa 2014-02-09 OR Tambo International

Brazil 2014-05-02 Brazil (Policia Federal)

Argentina 201405-05 Buenos Aires airport |
Brazi 201405-05 Brazil (Policia Federal)

Argentina 2014-05-06 Buenos Aires airport

Turkey 12014-06-xx Istanbul Ataturk Airport |
Tanzania 2014-07-17 Kilimanjaro International Airport

Tanzania 20140718 Kilimanjaro International Airport

Chile 2014-08-20 (Chile airport

Dlninican Republic }2014—10»10 Las Amérifas Airport (élLAPG)

[Dominican Republic 20141017 |Las Américas Airport
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25 Kazakhstan Central Asia — Almaty

26 Kenya Africa — Nairobi

27 | Kyrgyzstan Central Asia — Bishkek %

28 Latvia Europe — Riga

29 Liberia Africa — Monrovia

30 Lithuania Europe — Vilnius

31 Madagascar Africa — Antananarivo

32 | Malaysia Asia-Pacific — Kuala Lumpur %
33 Mexico Americas — Mexico City *

34 Mongolia Asia-Pacific — Ulaanbaatar

35 Netherlands Europe — Amsterdam

36  Nicaragua Americas — Managua

37  Nigeria Africa— Lagos

38 Norway Europe — Oslo

39 PapuaNew Guinea Asia-Pacific — Port Moresby, Wabag %
40  Paraguay Americas — Asuncion

4“1 Philippines Asia-Pacific — Manila

42 Poland Europe — Katowice

43 Russia Europe — Saint Petersburg, Novosibirsk, Novolugovoye
44 Singapore Asia-Pacific — Singapore

45 South Africa Africa — Johannesburg

46 South Korea Asia-Pacific — Seoul

47 South Sudan Africa — Juba %

48 Spain Europe — Various (transit)

49 Sudan Africa — Khartoum (transit) *

50 Sweden Europe — Gothenburg, Stockholm %
51 Switzerland Europe — Geneva

52 Taiwan Asia-Pacific — Taipei

53 Tanzania Africa — Dar es Salaam, Arusha %
54 | Togo Africa — Lomé %

55 Turkey Europe — Istanbul

56  Uganda Africa — Kampala, Nyumanzi *
57 Ukraine Europe — Kyiv, Odesa

58 United Arab Emirates Middle East — Dubai

59 United Kingdom Europe — London

60 | Uruguay Americas — Montevideo *

61 Venezuela Americas — Caracas *

Regional Summary
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Landing Permission — 90 days; transit 2011-2021 Passport p.35

Entry - 9 days; visa No.E-3511506 2011-2021 Passport p.19
FLM Partner Meeting Round Table 2011-2021 Passport p.22
Visitor — permitted to 2018-07-09 2011-2021 Passport p.21
Entry — church relations 2011-2021 Passport p.21
Entry — EECMY (Amharic/Oromo Bible project) 2011-2021 Passport p.22

LCC (Lutheran Church Canada) Convention; Delta flight conf. GYV4BG  Flight record (Delta GYV4BG)
Delta G3KRZE: STL—JFK—=AMS—HEL; return HEL=AMS—MSP. KLM 11 Flight record (Delta G3KRZE)

LCC (Lutheran Church Canada) HQ visit; Delta HO6TLY: STL—>MSP—YW:Flight record (Delta HO6TLY)
ACNA discussions with LCC; TravelPlex/Delta F6LS4M: STL->DTW-YYZ Flight record (Delta F6LS4M)

IELB visit; Air Canada TXSEOT: STL—>YYZ—>GRU-VIX; POA->GRU->YYZ~-Flight record (Air Canada TXSEOT)
Bus4You Oslo—>Gothenburg Jan 18 2016; ILC EC #18 Jan 19-21 Gothenburg

Khartoum Civil Airport stopover Feb 3 2013; KLM DL9609 AMS—>KRT—ADD (Trip OYL8CF)
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A Continning existing orders

1

Until further order, the First Defendant. the Second Defendant, the
Third Defendant and the Fourth Defendant, their servants, agents,
assaciates, represcntatives or member of the Reformation Service
are restrained from holding any meeting, gathering in any Church
ground owned and operated by the Plaintiff.

Until further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant, the
Third Defendant and the Fourth Defendant, their servants, agents,
associatss, representatives or member of the Reformation Service
are reswrained from holding themselves as Pastors, Evangelists and
employees of the Plaintiff.

Until further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant.
Third Defendant and the Fourth Defendant, their servants, agents,
associates, representatives or member of the Reformation Service
ate reswained fom communicating, liaising with the Enga
Provincial Government, National Health and Education
Departments, the State or any otber person for any matters relating
to or for and on behalf of the Plaintiff.

Until further order, the First Defendant, the Second Defendant, the
Third Defendant and the Fourth Defendant, their servants, agents,
associates, representatives or member of the Reformation Service
are restrained from attending, communicating, liaising or visiting
any hospital, health centre, aid-posts and schools owned and
opezated by the Plaintiff, or joindy owned and operated by the
Plaintiff with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of PNG.

Until firéher order, the First Defendaat, the Second Defendant, the
Third Defendant and the Fourth Defendant, their servants, agemts,
associates, representatives or member of the Reformation Service
are restrained from writing letters, correspondence which includes
telephone, facsimile, email with the Churches Medical Council,
PNG Council of Churches, Lutteran World Federation, the
Missouri Synod, and the PNG Mission Society for any matters
pertaining to the Plaintiff.

_Proceedings for contempt

If it wishes to proceed with its motion for contempt, the Plaintiff is
to file and personally serve on each of the Defendants a Statement
ul e, @ ther ulfidevits upon whi pnd 2
document which indicates the affidavits upoh which it relies in

PAGE
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Federation are not able to fully recognize each others ecclesiastical offices, to exchange the
ministries and to participate together in preaching the Word and celebrating the sacraments.

We call upon our Lutheran sisters and brothers to unity and co-operation based upon the foundation
of Holy Scripture and loyalty to the Lutheran confessions. Contemporary challenges demand a
firm stand based upon timeless truths and values. The common understanding of the Gospel by
churches is a treasure we cannot afford to lose and it needs to be passed on to the current and future
generations. Our mission is to be faithful in that which we have received, God’s mercy. We are to
serve our Lord and our neighbours thus until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God (Eph. 4:13)

Archbishop of Riga Janis Vanags
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia

Bishop of Daugavpils Einars Alpe
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia

Bishop of Liepaja Pavils Bruvers
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia

Bishop Mindaugas Sabutis
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Lithuania

Archbishop Andres Pdder
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church

Archbishop emeritus Kuno Pajula
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church

Bishop Einar Soone
Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church
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The Council affirmed the excommunication of David Piso and subsequently suspended him from
office following the GLC constitution. In the vacancy Deputy Bishop Nicodemus Aiyene was
appointed to act on the position of Head Bishop until the upcoming Synod when a new Head
Bishop was to be elected. About seven (7) candidates were nominated through the 6 district
conferences who contested for the Head Bishop position at the Irelya convention. Bishop
Nicodemus Aiyene was declared the winner with 442 votes through open balloting process and
declared Head Bishop for 2 trial years. There is only one Head Bishop for the GLC as far as the
church is concerned and that is Bishop Nicodemus Aiyene.

The 30-page report on the excommunication by the 155 pastors stands clear to tell the Lutheran
world of a very serious sins and wrongs committed by the former bishop and these cannot be
simply “withdrawn” as such an act will set a bad precedent to other Lutheran Christians and
threaten the doctrine held by Lutherans on the Office of the Keys and Confessions. The former
bishop only will be accepted by the church if he will follow the requirements of repentance and
absolution in accordance to the Office of the Keys and Confessions as these are based on the
written Word of God (Matt. 18:15-18) through Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Every Christian in
the GLC hold the Office of the Keys and Confessions as the only scriptural authority to cleanse a
person from sin and evil, and this doctrinal instrument of God was the only process available to
help a fellow Christian Brother freed from sin and hell.

The Convention at Irelya could not have occurred if former bishop Piso would not have taken the
court orders against the reconciliation between factions in the GLC. The Church Council under
acting Head Bishop Nick Aiyene resolved to “discontinue” the court orders, and a synod must be
held to confirm the decision of “discontinuance” of the court orders that remained enforced and
was threatening the reconciliation process and the unity of GLC. The orders restrained the
leaders of the fragmented groups in the GLC from meeting and communication with each other
and partners such as the LCMS/LWF/PNGMS/ELC-PNG, etc. Based on these Orders Piso
lodged motions in the court to have the defendents arrested and jailed for contempt of court.

On the advise of our Defense Lawyer a Synod in June/July 2010 must confirm by virtue of a
synodical resolution to effectively confirm the excommunication of David Piso so that the court
proceedings will then be exterminated properly. If such a decision to commence the Irelya Synod
would not have been held then Piso would have gone ahead with his defacto Synod and convince
the court of his election by the only GLC synod. He would then seek further orders from the court
to continue the restrictive orders on a permanent basis and such an action would completely
damage the reconciliation and unity of GLC pursued under Bishop Nicodemus Aiyene.

So the situation in the GLC at the moment leading into the Synod was so complicated legally and
heavily relied on the court orders taken by former bishop David Piso. At the Irelya Synod, the
letters by President Kieschnick, Governor Ipatas and yourself were read (under translation) to the
delegates and other attendees. Also read was a reply by GLC leaders to the three leaders, and
views collected by the Synod participants. The Irelya synod finally resolved that invitation to
President Kieschnick remains unchanged and further agreed that this group will do anything
possible to seek reconciliation with LCMS intervention in the GLC.

Even if it is by God's will a mass resignation of the leadership under Bishop Aiyene is possible for
the sake of Christ who was sacrificed for God’s reconciliation with mankind. At the same time this
group expects former bishop David Piso to admit his wrongs he committed under his 30-year
leadership resign forthwith in active church duty and agree that a neutral leadership take charge
of the GLC administration. Such an option and other avenues will be developed during the
coming of LCMS delegation to PNG.

It is now the call of the church to LCMS and LWF, as the leading partners of the GLC, and also
other partnering bodies, not to recognize David Piso as head of the GLC since he is no longer the
Head Bishop. The excommunication process in the GLC has become a matter of serious
doctrinal and scriptural authority, and therefore David Piso remains a pagan and an outcast of the
Lutheran church since he has not repented of his sins and wrongs nor showed any signs of
realizing his sins held against him by fellow pastors, Christian brothers and the church.

-2
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1. BISHOP REV. THOMAS ASIAGO

REV.
REV.
REV.
REV.

REV.
REV.

2.
3
4
s
6. REV,
7
8
9. REV.
10. REV.
11.REV.,

12.REV,
13.REV.

14 REv.

15.REV.

16, REV.
17.REV,
18.REV.
19.REV,
20. REV.
21.REV.
22.REV.
23. REV.
24.REV.
25. REV.
26, REV.
27.REV
28. REV.
29, REV.
30. REV.
31REV.
32.REV.
33 REV.
34.REV.

LUKA OGELLO

PETER MOSETI

HENRY KIMANI

ROBERT MOKUA

BENARD OKERT

YOBESH MOGERE
NYAMBUKA ISOE
THOMAS NYERERE
JOSEPH OSORO NYANG AU
LAWRENCE NYAMIRA
TOM OTUKE

ISAAC KIANGA MISATE
GWACHI EVANS GWACHL

PATRICK ATEI OBONDI
HENRY OTWORT SABAN
JARED NYAMBANE OMBUL

KENNEDY MWERESA ATURA

BENARD NYAKUNDY
HENRY AYIERA

BORIS OGELLO

THOMAS NYABWANGA
JOHN 0SUGO

JOSEPH OKINDO

 SULIUS ONDIEKT
JAMES SIMBA MINYURL
JOHNSON OMWERI ONGORI
ELIAS OCHW ANGI
SOSPETER OKONGO
PETER BOSIRE OMWOYO
DAVID ONGWAYE OMBOGO
SAMWEL N. ONDIEKT
ALLOYS M. MOGOI
JOSEPH 0. NYARTBO

PARISH SIGNATURE
DIOCESE OFFICE =
DIOCESE OFFICE 52
BOMARIBA -
TTIERIO BOYS
BOBEMBE

RIOMEGO

KERINA

BOTORO
CHAINA/IYONGA
EKERENYO

NYASIO

NYAGESA

KERINA

NYAMERU
NYAGONYI
KIOMOSO

KENYORO
MATONGO

ERONGE

MESOBWA

KURIA

DIOCESE OFFICE
ITIERIO CATHEDRAL
MANGA 4
NYACHENGERIVABU A (8172,
KISTI TOWN
KIRWANDA
NYACHEKI

NYAIGESA
NYAMIRA
KENYORO
OGANGO
MONIANKU
GOTICHAKY
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AGENDA
for
The President’s Church Relations Cabinet
August 10, 2010

Opening Prayer. (Nafzger)

Welcome to Dr. Collver.

Purpose of this Meeting — to Review Church Relations Issues in this time of Transition.

Gutnius Lutheran Church, Papua New Guinea.

Kieschnick’s Correspondence of 6/14/10 to GLC Leaders (Exhibit A)

Gov. Ipatas Response Letter of 6/16/10 (Exhibit B)

Nick Aiyene Response to Piso of 6/21/10 (Exhibit C)

Nafzger’s Correspondence of 6/28/10 to GLC Leaders (Exhibit D)

Ezekiel Peter’s Correspondence of 7/12/10 to Nafzger (Exhibit E)

Review Drafts of Responses to Ipatas and Ezekiel (To Be Distributed at Meeting)

Lutheran Church in Southern Africa.
e Weber Correspondence of 6/21/10 (Exhibit F)

Report on LWF Assembly in Stuttgart, July 20-27.
e Kieschnick’s Address (Exhibit G)
e Mennonite Action: Forgiveness for Persecution of Anabaptists
*  Noko Retirement

Ghana Update.

“African Church Waivers on Homosexuality.”
e Wayne Anderson Article (Exhibit H)
e Mattson Memo of 6/16/10 (Exhibit I)

WELS Discussions. (Nafzger)
e WELS Convention Observers Suggests New Opening

. India Update.

o Hoefer/Birner Correspondence of 8/5/10 (Exhibit J)

. Sri Lanka Update.

e Temple, Hoefer, Mehl Correspondence (Exhibit K)

. Talks With Japan Lutheran Church.

e August 30-31, 2010 in Tokyo

. Discussions with Siberians.

. Talks with Anglicans.

*  Meeting on St. Louis Seminary Campus November 10-11, 2010
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Rev. Albert B. Collver lll — Countries Visited (2005-2019)

61 Countries / Territories | 6 Continents

Africa (13): Djibouts, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeri, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda

Americas (13): ‘Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Rep., Guatemala, Hait, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela

Asia-Pacific (13): Australia, China, Hong Kong, India,Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Philppines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan

Europe (21): Belgium, Czech Rep., Denmark, inland, France, Germany, Hungary, taly, Latuia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, Siovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,

Uktaine, United Kingdom
Middle East (1): United Arab Emirates.
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Concordia Historical Institute

804 Seminary Place+St. LouissMissouri+63 105-3014
Telephone (314) 505-7900+Fax: (314) 505-7901
Web site: http//chi.lems.org/-Email: chi@chi.lems.org

The Rev. Dr. Martin R. Noland, Director

June 15,2007

Dr. Albert Collver
International Center
1333 8. Kirkwood Road
St. Louis, MO 63122

Dear Dr. Collver:

Congratulations! The Concordia Historical Institute is pleased to announce that you have
been selected to receive an award of commendation for:

“Lay Elders: A Brief Overview of Their Origin in the Missouri Synod—
Implications for Elders Today”
Concordia Journal, January 2006

The awards were made on the basis of specific criteria. Of the great number of
nominations only sixteen were chosen for Awards of Commendation and one for the
Distinguished Service Award. The Concordia Historical Institute Awards Committee
grants awards to congregations, agencies, boards or individuals for a historical
publication, a unique contribution to Lutheran literature or for personal service in the
field of Lutheran archival and historical work and support.

We will be presenting the awards on Thursday, November 8. 2007, at the Concordia
Historical Institute’s 33" Annual Awards Banquet, which is held on the campus of
Concerdia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. The banquet begins with a reception at the
Institute at 5:00 p.m.. followed by dinner and awards ceremony at Koburg Dining Hall at
6:30 p.m.

A reservation form for the banquet is enclosed for you and one guest. A verbal response
from each award recipient is not possible at the banquet due to the limited time, but we
request that you submit a paragraph of fifty (50) words or less for inclusion in our
Awards Banquet program. At the end of this letter questions can be found to help you in
preparing that response.

We are looking forward to this occasion and sincerely hope that you will be able to
attend. Please return your 50-word response and the reservation form in the enclosed
self-addressed stamped envelope by Monday, September 10, 2007, so that we can finalize
plans for the evening.

ﬂi
Department of Archives and History ‘The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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EXHIBIT G

Confessional Leadership Conference Proposal
for the Commission on Theology and Church Relations
December 10-12, 2009 CTCR Meeting

2007 Res. 3-03 requests the CTCR “in consultation with the Office of the President and our
seminaries, coordinate fundamentally constructive and intentionally supportive efforts such as
theological symposia, conferences, and other opportunities for study of confessional Lutheran
theology, to uphold and nurture confessional Lutheranism,” inviting members of the ILC and others
to participate.

The CTCR applied for a grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to fund an initial confessional
leadership forum that would allow the involvement of world leaders envisioned by the resolution.
Thrivent has graciously granted the sum of $40,000 to enable this conference to take place.

A conference of confessional Lutheran leaders seems the most appropriate way to begin to address
the mandates of the Synod’s resolution. Such a conference would be in keeping with 2007 Res. 3-
03’s goal to “coordinate fundamentally constructive and intentionally supportive efforts” toward
confessional leadership. It would also enable us (1) to begin to assess the current situation of
confessional Lutheranism in our world; (2) to cement further existing relationships with confessional
Lutherans in this time of theological uncertainty; (3) to enable new relationships to develop between
those committed to a strong confessional and biblical witness both nationally and internationally; and
(4) to discuss appropriate ways to celebrate the upcoming 500" anniversary of the Reformation (cf.
2007 Res. 3-02).

Taking into account the “brainstorming” notes assembled by Committee I (see Committee I Minutes,
Appendix A, April 2009 CTCR meeting) and in consultation with the Director of Church Relations
as a representative of the President’s office, the CTCR executive staff is proposing the following:

1. That a Confessional Leadership Conference (CLC) be held on the campus of Concordia
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana on June 3-5, 2010.

2. These dates have been chosen because the ILC had earlier scheduled its Fourth World
Seminaries Conference to take place at that time in Fort Wayne.

a. The ILC World Seminaries Conference will meet under the theme “Confessional
Lutheran Identity in a World of Changing Religious Demographics.” This is a
particularly appropriate title for a conference regarding confessional Lutheran
leadership.

b. Keynote speakers for the World Seminaries conference will be Dr. Philip Jenkins and
Dr. Rudi Zimmer. Dr. Jenkins, author of The Next Christendom and The New Faces
of Christianity, is perhaps the foremost authority on world-wide religious
demographic change. Dr. Zimmer is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Brazil and head of the Brazilian Bible Society.

c. We have tentative approval from the ILC for CLC attendees to listen to the major
addresses by Dr. Jenkins and Dr. Zimmer. The CLC would not, however, be involved
in other World Seminaries Conference business or activities, but would meet
separately.

Page 1 of 2
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Ed,

Is it just the attorney John Wilson and one of his staff persons at this point?

God bless.

Herb

From: Storkson, Darin [mailto:Darin.Storkson@world-relief.org]

Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 8:01 AM

To: Herbert Hoefer; John Temple; Mehl, John; Nafzger, Samuel; Edward Strohschein; Birner, David;
wkarsten@mchsi.com; Zehnder, Tom; Kermit Almstedt

Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Legal Status

Herb,

Who are the trustees of the trust for the Colombo property?

Darin

-----Original Message-----

From: Herbert Hoefer [mailto:HHoefer@cu-portland.edu]

Sent: Monday, 28 June 2010 10:40

To: John Temple; Mehl, John; Nafzger, Samuel; Edward Strohschein;
Bimer, David; wkarsten@mchsi.com; Zehnder, Tom; Kermit Almstedt
Cec: Storkson, Darin

Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Legal Status

John and Pat,

Tam copying Darin Storkson on this, as he was working with the LLC to
try to get them to register previously. What do you think, Darin?

We have the trust that Ed set up for the sake of the Colombo property.
Ed, is it workable to have the properties placed under that existing
trust?

Thanks so much for you work on this. God bless.

Herb

From: John Temple [temple1946@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, June 27, 2010 5:50 PM

To: john.mehl@lcms.org; Herbert Hoefer; Samuel.Nafzger@lcms.org;
edstroh@netfront.net; david.birner@lems.org; wkarsten@mchsi.com;
Zehnder, Tom; Kermit Almstedt

Subject: Sri Lanka Legal Status
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2011-2021, 2014-2016, 2015-2017)

Notes SourcelPassport

Single-entry visa; St. Petersburg visit 2002-2012 Passport p4
Visa on Arrival — fee paid USD10 2002-2012 Passport p2
Entry — visa issued Jan 11 2007 2002-2012 Passport p3
Exit 2002-2012 Passport p3
Entry — visa issued Jun 5 2007 (Chicago consulate) 2002-2012 Passport p.6
Exit 12002-2012 Passport p.6
PASSPORT CONTROL ENTRY 2002-2012 Passport p.5
Single Journey Visa — Embassy of Kenya (Aug 8 2007) 2002-2012 Passport p.8
Departure 2002-2012 Passport p.5
Entry — single-entry visa No.20-4906344 (Oct 26-Nov 25) 2002-2012 Passport p.11
Schengen entry stamp 2002-2012 Passport p.4
Exit 2002-2012 Passport p.11
Entry Feb 4, 2008 2002-2012 Passport p.2
Visit Pass — 90 days; KELUAR (exit) Feb 9, 2008 2002-2012 Passport p.7
Visa on Arrival - fee paid USD10 (single, max 7 days) 2002-2012 Passport p.13
INDIA IMMIGRATION - visa issued Dec 25 2007 2002-2012 Passport p.12
Entry Sep 20, 2008 2002-2012 Passport p.2
Exit Sep 25, 2008 2002-2012 Passport p.2
Single Journey Visa SAA-000271861 2002-2012 Passport p.14
Exit — SAA-000271861 2002-2012 Passport p.14
Entry - single-entry visa No.20-6730368 (May 5-31, 2009) 2002-2012 Passport p.15
ENTRADA — Jan 21, 2010 12002-2012 Passport p.7
SALIDA - Feb 3, 2010 2002-2012 Passport p.7
Entry - DGM MIGRACION Jun 7, 2010 20022012 Passport p.10
India Immigration — Oct 9, 2010 2002-2012 Passport p.12
REPUBLIC OF KOREA — ADMITTED; until Jan 2011 2002-2012 Passport p.13
Entry - Oct 22, 2010 (Novosibirsk/Russia trip) 2002-2012 Passport p.14
Entry - single-entry visa No.22-0176112 (Oct 26-Nov 24) 2002-2012 Passport p.16
Entry — Nov 11, 2010 2002-2012 Passport p.14
Exit - Nov 15, 2010 2002-2012 Passport p.14
Entry - visa valid Nov 26-Dec 25, 2010 2002-2012 Passport p.17
Landing Permission — 90 days, Temporary Visitor 2002-2012 Passport p.12
Multiple Journey Visa entry MAA-063423 2011-2021 Passport p.15
Exit stamp 12011-2021 Passport p.15
Entry stamp 2011-2021 Passport p.4
Exit (SALIDA) 2011-2021 Passportp.4
Entry — PERMISO TEMPORARIO, DNM 2011-2021 Passport p.38
Exit 2011-2021 Passport p.38
Entry - MIGRACION Guatemala C.A. 2011-2021 Passport p.12
Exit 2011-2021 Passport p.12

Baltic church relations (trip report) Trip report
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The church views that any partner deal or maintain relations with David Piso both as an individual
or Head Bishop will mean the partner is supporting the works of the devil that devoured the GLC
over the past years thus tearing the church of God to threads. The partner can also be seen by
the 241 pastors of the GLC, the 7 bishops, 35 members of the Church Council, 678 delegates to
the 2010 GLC Synod, 11 members of the Synod Planning Committee, institutional heads, and the
12 interim officers of the GLC Administration Management Team and the entire church
membership as an enemy of GLC and an advocate of the devil. This is the popular view
maintained by the church under the leadership of Bishop Nicodemus Aiyene.

| maintain this state of affairs of the GLC at the present time as my personal views and any third
parties and independent observers can give their own assessment of the present situation.
Hence, | strongly support the decision by the LCMS to make a trip to PNG and sit with all groups,
including that of David Piso and help all parties work towards reconciliation and unity. | am also
working with all factions to open up dialogue and pacify true reconciliation that is critically needed
in the GLC. LCMS is a God-given partner to GLC and the delegation must come to PNG and find
out the situation on the ground and help parties develop a better roadmap for GLC to stay united
and focused on carrying out the evangelical mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

| hope this information will give you some background on the state of the GLC.
May God bless your work on the reconciliation efforts in the GLC.

Yours In Christ

EZEKIEL D. PETER
General Secretary
Gutnius Lutheran Church Papua New Guinea

Cc: Rev. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, President, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Rev. James Cerdenola, President, The Lutheran Church in the Phillipines
Rev. Dr. Traugott Farnbacker, Secretary for Papua New Guinea, Pacific and East Asia
Mission OneWorld, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria
Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Harahap, Asia Secretary, Department for Mission and Development,
Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Yutaka Kumei, President, Japan Lutheran Church
Rev. Ishmael Noko, General Secretary, The Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler, President, Lutheran Church of Australia
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um, President, Lutheran Church in Korea
Rev. Richard Yi, President, China Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Allan Yung, President, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod
ILC Executive Committee
Hon Peter Ipatas MP, Governor of the Enga Province
Rev. Gigere Wenge, Head Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea
Rev. Dr. Harvey Kath, President, Papua New Guinea Mission Society
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EXHIBIT K
Catharine L. O’Neill

From: Samuel Nafzger

Sent: Wednesday, December 02, 2009 9:40 AM
To: Catharine L. O'Neill

Subject: FW: new LCSA bishop

Exhibit K

From: Dr. M. Rodewald [mailto:mike.rodewald@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 02, 2009 9:06 AM

To: Gerald Kieschnick; Samuel Nafzger; Tom R. Zehnder; David C. Birner; Dan L. Mattson
Subject: new LCSA bishop

Dear all,

1 just returned from the LCSA Synod in Klerksdorp where the new LCSA bishop was elected. The new bishop
is Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Weber. It was not expected nor was he campaigning. We pray that God uses him mightily
in His Mission as he serves in this important position.

There were 71 voting delegates consisting of the pastors and their congregational representatives. The vote
began with secret nominations of which the top three candidates, R. Lushaba, T. Mkhize, and W. Weber were
selected. The first round of voting eliminated Rev. Lushaba with 12 votes. Rev. Mkhize and Dr. Weber each
had 27 votes. The second round gave Dr. Weber 39 votes against 28 for Rev. Mkhize. Since a 2/3 majority was
not reached, a confirmation vote which required a simple majority was taken. In this vote, Dr. Weber received
40 votes while Rev. Mkhize received 27.

Keep Dr. Weber in your prayers as he gets ready for leading the LCSA in the next few months. If you would
wish to congratulate him, his email is kppwweber@gmail.com.

Mike

Dr. Mike Rodewald
PhD Missiology
Regional Director-Africa
LCMS World Mission

S. Africa Tel,(0)12 348 1379

Int! Tel: (country code 27) 12 348 1379
S. Africa Cell: (0)72 250 1795

VOIP: 314-932-8158

Email: michael.rodewald@Ilcms.org
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Tanzania, is the wife of a retired Lutheran pastor and has left the ELCA over the
controversial issue. “Their stand is certainly based on Scripture.”

The head of the ELCT once expressed support of this US exodus in his last
Easter sermon. He said gay-rights advocates had gone astray from the Bible, and it
was up to Africa to get them back on the straight and narrow.

“It's time Africa preached to the rest of the world, and remind them of God's
word,” Malasusa is quoted saying in The Citizen newspaper in Tanzania.

And the bishop warned this scriptural mission will have a cost.

“We should be independent so that they don’t use their money and wealth to
threaten us...we should leave them with their money and stick to the word of
God,” he said.

But Malasusa is now walking back his unequivocal stance since his trip to
America, where he openly visited ELCA synods and then met with church officials
in Chicago behind closed doors.

Church officials characterized the meetings as “confidential” and declined to
shed any light on them.

"We believe that concerns are best worked out through church-to-church
relationships rather than through public statements," ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark
Hanson is quoted by the ELCA News Service.

The two bishops, and other church heads, will again meet at the Lutheran
World Federation meeting in Stuttgart, Germany in July.

But for now, Malasusa is no longer saying Africa will lead the fight against
those who “do all they can to destroy one Biblical passage after another in order to
legalize homosexuality.”

He now says, “It’s not our duty to do that.” Adding, “we are not forcing
anybody to follow us.”

After the May 28 exclusive interview, the bishop and his secretary general
further declined to answer any subsequent phone calls or emails.

His last statement was, “I think you can contact Bishop Mark Hanson and he
will tell you what we have discussed.”

An interview was requested with the head of the ELCA.

“As for your request, I wish I had better news,” said John Brooks, director of
ELCA News Service. “Bishop Hanson declined to be interviewed.”

The Tanzanian bishop also said his Easter sermon containing unwavering
statements was reported out of context. However, the newspaper reporter stands by
his story.

“It's true,” said Mkinga Mkinga, in an email. “That was his statement, and it
was a news headline in Tanzania!”

The journalist also offered an explanation for Malasusa’s now softer stance:
money and politics.
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Rt. Rev. David P. Piso, Head Bishop
June 28, 2010

Page 2

question all existing agreements between the GLC and the LCMS including the existing
Protocol Document signed in 1996.

We are thankful that as a result of President Kieschnick's letter, GLC leaders, both respected
pastors and lay leaders, have pledged to work for the unity of the GLC and have invited a
delegation from the LCMS to come to Papua New Guinea in order to assist the GLC to find,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, a way to achieve harmony and reconciliation. The
LCMS is committed to working with all those in the GLC who are committed to one, united
GLC.

We appeal to you in the strongest way possible not to take any actions that will further
deepen the divisions which already exist in the GLC. Everything must be done "decently
and in order" so that God's good and gracious will results in blessings for His entire church.

May our gracious Lord cause you all to ponder every action in light of St. Paul's plea that we
all may be "perfectly united in mind and thought."

Blessings in Christ.

Sincerely,

%—44{%7_.

Samuel H. Nafzger
Director of Church Relations
Assistant to the President

SHN:clo

cc:Rev. James Cerdeiiola, President, The Lutheran Church in the Philippines
Rev. Dr Traugott Famnbacher, Secretary for Papua New Guinea, Pacific and East Asia Mission
OneWorld, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria
Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Harahap, Asia Secretary, Department for Mission and Development, Lutheran
World Federation
Rev. Yutaka Kumei, President, Japan Lutheran Church
Rev. Ishmael Noko, General Secretary, The Lutheran World Federation
Rev. Dr. Michael Semmler, President, Lutheran Church of Australia
Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um, President, Lutheran Church in Korea
Rev. Richard Yi, President, China Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Allan Yung, President, Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod
ILC Executive Committee
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Seminary placement officers will discuss available calls with interested students,
giving particular consideration to call and ordination details, length of service
expectations, salary and worker benefit offerings, spouse work opportunities, housing
prospects, insurance and pension ramifications, citizenship issues, and future LCMS
roster consequences. Opportunity will be provided for direct communication with the
calling entity as desired and feasible.

Graduates who make themselves available for calls submitted from partner (or other)
church bodies and any calls originating from partner (or other) church bodies will be
included in the deliberations of the Placement Committee of the Council of
Presidents. Graduates will continue to be included in the seminaries’ certification
process.

Because calls from partner (or other) church bodies will originate in those church
bodies and since a graduate accepting such a call will be rostered solely by the partner
(or other) church body, the ordination, installation, and subsequent ecclesiastical
supervision of the candidate will be the responsibility of the partner (or other) church
body. The LCMS will recognize and cooperate with such ordinations to the fullest
extent possible. The President of the LCMS will be kept informed of ordination
arrangements.

Pastors who have accepted calls from a partner (or other) church bodies may return to
the LCMS. The request to do so is to be made through the Office of the LCMS
President. The LCMS President will consult with his counterpart in the partner (or
other) church body as appropriate. If such a request is received within six years of the
pastor’s initial certification of eligibility to receive a call, this initial certification will
be recognized. If such request is received after six years from the pastor’s initial
certification, the Colloquy Committee for the Pastoral Ministry shall interview the
pastor in order to establish his certification and eligibility to receive a call to serve on
the clergy roster of the LCMS.

If a pastor rostered by a partner church body receives a call from an LCMS calling
entity, existing agreements governing movement of pastors between partner church
bodies will pertain. If rostered by a partner church body but not in receipt of a call
from an LCMS calling entity, the Placement Committee of the Council of Presidents
will facilitate an initial call upon approval of the LCMS President.

.If a pastor is rostered by a non-partner church body, the LCMS placement process

will be made available for an initial call onto the roster of the Synod. In such case, the
LCMS seminaries’ certification of candidates accepting calls from partner (or other)
church bodies may be regarded as current for a period of up to six years following
graduation, pending approval of the President of the Synod.
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1 would consider it a privilege if we could give expression to our long standing fraternal
relationship by jointly celebrating a communion service in one of our SELK congregations on
Oct. 24. Would you and Brother Collver please accept this as an official invitation.

You had asked about the possibility of The Rev. Roland Ziegler becoming a member of and
serving in the LCMS. Thank you for asking; again it's a sign of our co-opera-ting wherever
possible. We look with great favour on the possibility of Brother Ziegler being in the full
service of the LCMS. We would ask him to submit an official request to us and | would like to
talk to him personally about this.

May Christ our Lord bless you with all necessary strength and wisdom for the many tasks that
you face.

In our fraternal mutual ministry | greet you cordially in Christ,

copy: Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Diaconess Mumme,
Bishop em. Dr. Schane D.D., Missionsdirektor Zieger, Pfr. i.R. Torgerson D.D.
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To provide such pastoral i
both the ELCA and LDYS for the ILCOSI

STATEMENT OF RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE ELCA, THE LOMS AND THE
INDEPENDENT LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS OVERSEAS

fpproved Octaber 28, 1988

asd anended Narch 19, 1990
by the Camittee on Lutheran Cooperation

The Lutheran Church-Hissouri Syaod (LOHS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
fmerica (BLOV) are Jolatly comitted to providiag a responsible pastoral
ministry dor all Lutherans worshipping at the four Independent Lutheran
Congregations Overseas (ILCOS) Kacwn a5 and located ins

Trinity Lutheran Church, Frankiurt, West Germasy
Lutheran Church of Guam, Aguna, Guam

Faith Lutheran Church, Okinama, Japan
Internaticnal Lutheran Church, Seoul, Kore

Because these congregations function in a distinctive relationship with both the
LOYS and ELCA, these congregatls
of the church bodies to which they relate.

will seek to respect the doctrinal Integrity

IPLENENTATION QUIDELINES

stry, the fol lowing procedures are agreed to by

Pastors will serve o an altersating basis betuween the ELOA aad the LOSS for
2 muxinem of two terms of three years each.

A. A Vst of pastoral candidates, at least two In nusber and preferadly
baving prior service to military persoanel, will be propared by the
Office of the Bishap of the ELCA, In consultation with the Division for
Global Mission, or the Office of the President of the LOW, In
consultation with the Board for Hission Services, depending upon whose
turn it s to spply the pastoral ministry. The congregation will be
asked to suggest candidates for possidle inclusion on this 1ist one year
in advance.

B. The congreation shall call from this Iist the pastor of thelr choice.
Normally, a decision shouid be made by the congregation one year in
advance on the possible reamal of the call for a second three-year term
to a maxisem period of service of six years by the pastor.

C. For roster, pension, health ingsrance, and tax purposes, the official
appointeent of the pastor called by the congregation shall be Issued by
the appropriste board in the church body of which the pastor is a
menber.

D. The ELOA Division for Blobal Mission, through appropriate staéf, or the
LOK Board for Mission Services, through appropriate staff, shall be
responsible for exercising supervision during the pastor’s term of
office.  The pastor shall be ecclesiasticilly accowntable to the
bishop/president of the synod/district where rostered, during the term
of service In the overseas congregation.

EXHIBIT B
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15 Pastor Babylon's 30 March 2010 affidavit reveals that he took the minutes of a
“National Pastors Conference which was organized by the Reformation Services”,

16 The second affidavit of Bishop Piso, sworn on 5 August 2010 indicates that the
PRIntfP's bi-annual Synod was held at St Paul’s Lutheran Secondary School at Pauea,
nda froi 26 june 2010 100 2 July 2010 and that he was re-elected unopposed
in a sccret bllot. He observed that the Defendants did not attend that Synod. It should
0 be roted that Bishop Piso wrote to the Defendants on 14 June 2010, inviting the
Defendants to attend that Synod and air their grievances, Instead, the Defendants
conducted their own Synod. Documents annexed to that affidavit reveal that a copy of
the minutes of the Plaintiff's synod were sent to the Registrar of Companies and that
otiee of the appointment of Bishop Piso was given in accordance with the provisions of
the dssociations Incorporation det. 1 note that an extract of the official records for the
PIaintiff, faxed t0 its lawyers on 11 October 2010, shows Bishop Piso as the Public
Officer of the Plaintis,

17 Finally, the 11 October 2010 affdavit of Bishop Piso cid no more than confirm
ihat public records show him o be the Public Officer o the Plaintfr

Defendants ‘evidence

18 The Plaintiff objected to the affidavits of Bishop Nick Aiyene/Aieyene swom 20
May 2010 and 30 September 2010 on the basis that he Was ot a party to the proceedings
and that what appeared in those affidavits was not relevant to those proceedings. The
first o those bases is not a valid ground of objection since & party may lead evidence
from whoever it wishes. The issue of relevance is best deferred until what appears in
those affidavits is summarised.

19 The four defendants each swore an affidavit on 29 September 2010 In hie
&ffidaviy, the First Defendant, Maiosa Yakasa, said be is a Senior Pastor of the Plaintif
church. He admitted he has been leading the Reformation Service which he described as

as,

13
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2 In bis affidavit, the Second Defendant, namely Ezekiel David Peter, set out a
number of matters which made allegations against Bishop Piso not relevant o the issues
in these proceedings. He also challenges his termination which is also not an issue in
these proceedings. In the last paragraph of his affidavit, Ezekiel David Peter claimed:
“The Church in its 24" Bi-Annual General Meeting cleared me of any improper conduct
and unanimously appointed me to be the General Secretary of the GLC for the next four
(4) years”. The documents annexed to his affidavit in support of those claims were a
copy of page 11 of some minutes (but not the remaining pages) and a copy of documents
signed above the words “Bishop Nicodemus Aiyene, Head Bishop”. Those documents
only serve to show that there is a second group which also purports to lead and represent
the PlaintifF church. The absence of pages 1 to 10 of the miutes is telling.

23 After the interim orders were continued on 13 April 2010, on 20 May 2010 Nick
Aiyene/Aieyene swore an affidavit in these proceedings. In that affidavit he claimed he
was Acting Head Bishop of the Plaintiff church pending the 2010 National Synod which
he said was to be held from 28 June to 2 July 2010, He went on to suggest various other
maiters including a suggestion that there had been a resolution to discontinue these
proceedings by the PlaintifP’s “second highest decision making body”. That runs counter
o the agreement that the status of the Defendants would be considered at the 2010 Synod
atwhich there would be an election for the position of Head Bishop.

24 Finaily, the Defendants relied on an affidavit of Bisop Nick Aiyene/Aicyene
sworn 29 September 2010. In this affidavit, the deponent claimed he was elected Head
Bishop at a Synod held at Irelya from 28 June 2010 to 2 July 2010. This affidavit also
makes a number of allegations which seem to be borne of the view that the end justifies
the means. It is not necessary to consider those allegations because those matters are not
in issue in these proceedings. I note the references to meetings held in Singapore in
1993, in Shanghai in 2006 and in Wapenamanda in 2007, intended to be a reconciliation
meeting and the annexure of a document arising from that mecting. This affidavit also
suggests that Bishop Piso has been excommunicated. It suggests that what Bishop Piso
said in his affidavits is “false and misleading” yet there was no request by the

1
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya

SOUTH WEST DIOCESE
DIOCESAN SECRETARY

For God soloved the world hat 45 0) Digess Offce BLCK
ey : R0 i 710200
D e St o o
should not perish, but have Tel . 1254-058-31231

Serseing e COll 4254728936157
JorNlo thomasnyabwanga@yahoo com
Ref No Elck / Swd / 2010 DATE 11™ NOV. 2010
SOUTHWEST DIOCESE PASTO! NFERENCE GRIEVAN

17 NOVEMBER 2010

“The ELCK South West Diocesan pastors conference slated on 87 — 11" November 2010 at Iterio,
sought o write the following grievances to the Presiding Bishop. Rev. Dr. Walter Obare Omwanza.
over what is bedeviling our Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya (ELCK).

We wish to affirm that we are a Confessional Church that subscribes to the Holy Scriptures, written
both in OId Testament and New Testament, as the inspired Word of God and as the only infallible
authority in all matters of faith and lfe. Also we subscribe to the ecumenical creeds namely the Nicene.
Creed, the Athanasian Creed and the Apostle’s Creed and to the Lutheran confessions especially the
unaltered Augsburg Confession of 1530.

“The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya is an Episcopal church headed by the Presiding Bishop,
Rev. Dr. Walter Obare and other three diocesan bishops namely, Rev. Thomas Asiago of South West,
Rev. Richard Amayo Ogosi of Lake and Rev. William Lopeta of North West, to whom we revere and
ive our cordial support_ This gives clarity to the impression given that we have only a Presiding
Bishop. To this effect we note that the four dioceses co-exist. The autonomy of the dioceses is ratified
by the ELCK Constitution which is the cardinal document that gives guidelines on how the church is
run, and therefore these four dioceses work hand in hand in conformity to this Constitution for the
cause of the unity in the church.

On the other hand, the scenario witnessed now in our South West diocese, whereby Six {6}
disgruntled pastors have unceremoniously hived themselves to form the unconstitutionally ratified

new’ diocese, is allegedly having the blessing of the Presiding Bishop. Evidently, hosting of private
meetings with these self-proclaimed leaders and their followers by the presiding bishop and their
several correspondences to our diocesan office attests to this. On the other hand, this issue rominds us
of the Westem Nyanza saga whereby the presiding Bishop’s involvement aggregated the problem and
has adversely affected the work in the area leading to the disintegration of South West diocese and the
Christians have been subjccted to rivalry and some have dropped while others defected to other
denominations.

‘The high-handedness which is atributive of the Presiding Bishop’s leadership is also exhibited in the
diocese by the inception of the ongoing Rescue centre consiruction at Rongo which underines the
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And again,

‘When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous
instead of the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? Do you not know that we are to
judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! So if you have such cases,
why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church? I say this to your shame.
Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers,

but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all with
one another is already a defeat for you. (1 Corinthians 6:1-7)

In March 2007 leaders of the GLC and missionaries of the LCMS signed the Wapenamanda Agreement.
The third point of that agreement committed the GLC to a process of reconciliation among the various
factions.

A process for reconciliation between the various factions will begin immediately, starting at the
individual level and working up through the congregational, circuit and district levels, to be
finished by all the districts. Further, by the end of April 2008 the process will culminate in a
national pastor’s meeting for a reconciliation service to be attended by all the pastors, bishops and
other concerned people.

Now we learn with great sorrow that instead of steps toward reconciliation, a synod meeting of the
Gutnius Lutheran Church is scheduled for June 27-July 2 under the authority of a court order that
prevents other members and officers of the GLC from taking part. ‘We have learned also that another
faction of the church—meeting alone—has acted to excommunicate the Head Bishop of the GLC.

After prayerful consideration of this situation as it presently exits in the GLC, we are bold to ask all those
who hold leadership positions in the GLC not to go forward with the convention planned to begin on June
27 while attempts are made to bring peace and unity to the church. We also plead that the pastors who
have moved to excommunicate their bishop withdraw this action while attempts are made to bring peace
and unity to the GLC. Brothers and sisters in Christ, we appeal to all sides in this conflict to take no
action that will make this bad situation worse. A church with such terrible internal conflicts dishonors
our Savior Who suffered and died to reconcile the world to God and Who sends His Spirit to enable the
peoples of the world to live in peace and harmony with one another.

Moreover, we also wish to make clear that if action is taken on any side that divides the church, this
action will call into question all existing agreements between the Gutnius Lutheran Church and the
LCMS. Since the beginning of LCMS work in Papua New Guinea under the Rev. Willard Burce and the
Rev. Otto Hintze, the LCMS has consistently worked to create and preserve one, united Gutnius Lutheran
Church. If any action is taken in PNG that weakens or destroys this unity, the LCMS will have to
reconsider all of its relationships with the GLC. The LCMS cannot work with a partner church on the
basis of relationships with leaders who in reality represent only one of the factions.

We have heard that because of the divisions, there is much frustration, anger, and even fear in the GLC at
the present time. We propose that the LCMS send a delegation to Papua New Guinea to meet with all
parties in this dispute. We cannot, of course, promise to resolve the conflict in PNG. Only the members
and leaders of the GLC, led and guided by the Holy Spirit, can find the way to live together as one, united
church. But as your partners in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we believe that meeting with all sides in this
dispute can assist you in finding a solution that is God pleasing and that will bring glory to His name.

We are prepared to work with all of you in finding a mutually agreeable place and time for such
meeting, perhaps as early as August or the first part of September of this year. We ask that Bishop Piso
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EXHIBIT H
Samuel Nafzger )

From: chris@scandhouse.org

Sent: Saturday, November 28, 2009 7:41 PM

To: Chris (Scandhouse)

Subject: Roland Gustafsson elected as Mission Province bishop; auxilliary bishop to be elected for
Finland

Roland Gustafsson has been elected to replace Mission Bishop Arne Olsson, who will retire in March.

Gustafsson has long been serving as Missions Director for the Evangelical Lutheran Mission - Bible-believing Friends
(ELM-BV). He studied theology at the Fjellhaug schools in Oslo and served previously for ten years as a missionary in
Kenya, primarily teaching at Matongo Seminary. Since 2003 he has been ELM-BV's observer in the Mission Province
Council. He is also a member of the Mission Province Consistory and is a part time instructor in missiology at the
Lutheran School of Theology in Gothenburg. With his wife Ingrid, he has four grown children.

Archbishop Walter Obare of Kenya will participate in the consecration, which is planned for March 20. As Mr. Gustafsson
has not yet been ordained as a pastor, he will be ordained January 16 during a special convention of the Mission
Province that will also choose an Auxilliary Bishop for Finland. One of the new Mission Bishop's first acts willbe to ~ /
consecrate the Auxilliary Bishop for Finland. d

[Source: condensed from a report (in Swedish) posted 11/28 by Mission Province Secretary Bengt Birgersson at
http://www.missionsprovinsen.se/ ]
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Since the HLMCC has been working especially with the LCH, President Benoit was present at
the meeting. He supported the idea of having representatives of your two church bodies get
together to develop the plans and strategy for moving forward. I then raised the question whether
funding might be an obstacle to having such a meeting. I recalled that after our April meeting in
Florida at which the Joint Resolution was signed, you had requested $3150 to fund the meeting
of representatives of the two church bodies. I also related that I had responded to your request by
asking you to determine what money you might be able to contribute from the churches in Haiti
to help fund this meeting, but I did not receive a response. When I was with you for your
convention, I had hoped to inquire about this matter with you and other leaders, but the way
events unfolded, this did not happen. At the HLMCC meeting, as an indication of his
commitment to working together, President Benoit said that the LCH would be willing to help
fund this event. Isensed that he genuinely believes that making provisions for theological
education especially for lay pastors and teachers is essential for the ongoing mission and health
of the LCH. I imagine it would be similar for the ELCH, even though I know you have more
theologically educated and ordained pastors.

While I would like to be talking with you in person to discuss this matter, our distance from one
another makes that quite difficult. I am therefore boldly sending you this letter to let you know of
our interest in furthering Lutheran work in Haiti and to inquire what we might do to help
facilitate the implementation of the beautiful Joint Resolution to which representatives of both
church bodies agreed last April.

Writing very candidly, I know that in the States, the current economic conditions have been
reflected in our offering plates. The amount of dollars the American and Canadian churches have
to distribute is significantly less than what it was two and three years ago. I am wondering if this
has impacted you as well in Haiti. Nevertheless, sensing how greater cooperation between ELCH
and LCH will likely help us in Florida-Georgia be of greater assistance, and probably also help
you in your mission, I do ask you to be candid with me as well, in identifying what the obstacles
might be for working toward greater cooperation between our church bodies. If you would share
any thoughts you have on this matter which you think I can help with us, I will be deeply
grateful.

In closing, let me assure you again of my joy over the witness to our Lord Jesus Christ which is
being given by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti. I give thanks for your service and pray
for the Lord’s ongoing blessing on the vital ministries you are providing.

Your brother and partner in Christ our Lord,

Gerhard C. Michael, Jr.
President Emeritus, Florida-Georgia District
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

Cc: the Rev. Revenel Benoit, president, LCH; the Rev. Eliona Bernard, chair, theological
education, ELCH; the Rev. Dr. William Diekelman, first vice president, LCMS; the Rev. Dr.
Samuel Nafzger, director of church relations, LCMS; the Rev. Dr. Jorge Groh, Regional
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On the 4" of May 2009, the bishop of SECAC sent an open letter to the bishop Burkat
containing The Stance of the Church Council of the SECAC to persons of homosexual
orientation (12" of August 2003) a Joint Statement of the Brethren Church and SECAC,
seconded also by the Bishop Conference of the Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic
Church (6-7" July, 2004). This letter was subsequently publicized on the Lutheran Forum

website. It says: “We pray that your synod would take a clear Biblical stand this summer
and vote against accepting the proposed social statement on human sexuality. Any ofher
stand would be very disappointing for us and would threaten our partnership. According to
our constitution, our ministry is incompatible with anyone or any organization that is in any
way defending the homosexual ifestyle. But even if the statement is accepted, we hope for
continuing partnership. Even though we would not be able to cooperate as church bodies,
we are sure that we can develop our partnership through those in your church body who
are opposing this statement and who are faithful to the Scripture even in the area of
human sexuality. Nevertheless, we continue to pray for good news from your church and
for continuing partnership, and we do it with a hope to be joined in fulfiling Christ's
command to be ‘the salt of the earth” and ‘the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16)."

However on the 19" August 2009, the General Assembly of the ELCA in Minneapolis
passed with two-thirds majority a resolution to ordain and employ in the church persons
Iving in monogamous same-gender relationships. We deem this a revolt against God's
order of creation (Genesis 1: 26-28; 2,24) and God's commandments (Exodus 20,14;
Leviticus 18,22, Deuteronomy 5.18). The Lord God hates such conduct and pronounces
His severe judgment over it (Romans 1: 18-32). Since its very beginning up to now,
Christ's Church has decisively excluded cohabitation of persons of the same sex
(1 Corinthians 6: 9-10)

The Apostle Paul, who in order to denote the church as Christ's Bride employs a
designation “the Body of Christ’ (Ephesians 5: 29-30), which unambiguously means a
faithful marital relationship between husband and wife (Ephesians 5: 21-33).

“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of
impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. Nor should there
be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking. which are out of place, but rather
thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person - such a
man is an idolater  has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those
who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them.” (Ephesians 5:3-7)

Christ died for homosexuals and lesbians and He loves them the same as all other
sinners. Therefore we are not supposed to confirm them in their sin, but to call them to
repentance and to fight their temptations, lest the wrath of God affiict them. The ordination
of people living in same sex relationships is contradictory o our understanding of the Holy
Scripture. The purpose of companionship of both our churches, i.e. ,strengthening one
another for life and mission within the body of Christ" is understood so differently that it is
not possible to continue the companionship. We cancel this companionship with all due
respect 1o you, we thank you for your cooperation up to now wishing you to return to the
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UTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

MADISON AVENUE., NEW YORK. N.Y. 10016

TELEPHON

: AREA CODE 212, 532-3410

Vfice of the Secretnry

31 October 1969

The Rev. Warren L. Wolf
Lutheran Service Center
P. O. Box 2383

Agana, Guam 96910

Dear Pastor Wolf:

It is a pleasure to send to you, and through you to your fellow members
of the Lutheran Church of Guam, official notification that the Executive
Council voted at its 16-17 October 1969 meeting to grant recognition to
the Lutheran Church of Guam.

This action was taken in accordance with another action on the same
general subject (copy attached).

It is my own earnest hope that the relationship which is now established
will be meaningful to you and your fellow members as well as to the
Lutheran Church in America, and I ask that you feel completely free to
let us know how we can be of service to the Lutheran Church of Guam.
May the Lord Almighty dispose your days and your deeds in his peace.

Cordially yours,

George’F. Harkins, Secretary
Lutheran Church in America
GFH:mf
Enc.





EPUB/media/file25.jpg
5]

interface with animistic Islam in Central Asia. There exists a
growing band of bi-lingual Russian-Kazak speaking Christians
who see the need to patiently preach and teach and visit the sick,
encouraging people to form new congregations. As with the
German and Russian speakers, great poverty and joblessness exists
among those who have identified themselves as willing to be
teachers of teachers. The Kazak speaker would most easily
identify with the theological education system of the Mosque,
where a young man is taken in at an early age to leam the
languages and the ritual of the Mosque. He would expect to be
supported for the rest of his life by Islam. The question of support,
not only during the period of the theological education of the
servant/leader, but the resulting Public Ministry must be addressed
by any program initiated by LCMS WORLD MISSION. The
economic problem is even more acute in the rural areas around
Almaty, Material support of this ministry will be the first question
facing the new congregations, just as the same question must be
addressed by the theological education system. Theological
education for the leadership of this group should be a priority of
LCMS WORLD MISSION and the developing “national” church.

Russian Language Group Theological Education for
Leadership Needs: There exists a growing band of Russian-
speaking Christians who see the need to patiently preach and teach
and visit the sick in the new congregations, namely in the center of
Almaty at The Lutheran Church of Christ the Savior (LCCS), on
the far west side of Almaty at The Lutheran Church of the Holy
Trinity (LCHT) and on the far north side of Almaty in Pervimaika
at The Lutheran Church of Emmanuel (LCE). The Russian
speaking population would most easily identify the solving of their
theological education needs with the methods used in the
Orthodox Church, where young men are taken in at an early age
and supported for the rest of their lives while they continue to
perform religious duties. LCMS WORLD MISSION is not
interested in using this method, but rather in establishing
congregations that support in whole or in part the cost of the
ministry in their midst. However, as with the German and Kazak
speakers, great poverty and joblessness exists among those who
have identified themselves as willing to be teachers of teachers.
Material support of this ministry will be the first question facing
the new congregations, just as the same question must

be addressed by any theological education system. . LCMS
WORLD MISSION, through the local “national” church, should
provide theological education for the leadership of this group,
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6 The Defendants relied on six of the seven aff davits they have filed:

Deponent Date sworn Document
Number
Maniosa Yakasa 295ep 10 27
John Nathan 298ep 18 s
Pastor Pesato Epe 29 Sep 10 29
Ezekiel David Peter 29 Sep 10 30
Nick Aieyene 20 May 10 33
Bishop Nick Aieycne 29Sep 10 31

7 Neither party wished (o cross-examination of the other party’s witnesses. As 3
result, dircetions were made for the lodgment of writien submissions. Provision was also
made for the Javwyers o file a list o cbjections to the affidavit evidence of the other party.
The Plaintiff's lawyer complied with those dircctions. The Defendant's lawyer did not,

8  During the hearing, the Defendsnt’s lawyer suggested that when these
proceedings were concluded there would be further proceedings. That comment reflected
a fundamental misconception of the nature of litigation.

9 When parties take their dispute to a Court, it is well known that the issues raised
in those proceedings, when considered and determined, operate as a barier to re-
litigating those issues. That principle, commonly referred to as res judicata, is well
known and widely understood. It stems from the objective of achieving finality in
litigation and avoiding multiple proceedings between the same parties over the same

issues.

10 There is another, less well known principle which has the same objective of
avoiding multiple proceedings between the same parties. It is a principle summarised in
the proposition that when there is litigation between partics, every issue that could be
raised between them should be raised in those proceedings rather than in soparate,
SRt proveedings. This principle is commonly known as Anshian estoppel because
the leading judgment on the point is that of the High Court of Australia in Port o
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We have carefully and prayerfully analyzed the ietter from LCMS President and have agreed (o
certain extent some proposals made by the LCMS and work towards achieving a lasting and
meaningtul reconciliation and unity in the Body of Chist We have therofore agreed and
resolved that

1. Our Nationat Synod proposed for the end of this month will therefore be deforrod
pending the reconciliation ceremony;

2. The Church is willing to return your keys and accept you into the Church provided you
ropent and say sorry to GLC-PNG over your conducts 1o the Church for the last 30 years
which had digressed the CHURCH OF CHRIST instead of progressing.

3 We are intend an seeking not oly a reconciiation but & more unified and meaningfui
occasion on which the Church leaders will forgive and forget the past upheavals which
have brought ths Church to its knees and jook towards rebuilding the Church of Chist in
partnership with the Gavernment and other Churches including the LCMS

At this juncture, we are prepared to open dialogue with you n our efforts to seek a fasting and
meaningful reconciliation and seek your concurrence and mulually agree upon a date in August
or September this year by which date LCMS will sent their representatives for the mediation in a
neuirai focation.

May the Good Lord give yoi geace. wisdom and guidance as you make those crucial decisions
concerming your iife and tho Church of Christ

Yours in Christ!

Rev. Nick Aiyene
Acting Head Bishop-GLC-PNG

Co:

Rev. Or Gerald B Kieschiiok President The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
Rev. Dr Samuel H Nafzer, Associate to the President. The LCMS

Rev. Jamas Cerdenola. President, Lutheran Church in the Philiopines

Rev. Dr. Traugott Famibacher. Secretary for Papua New Guinea. Pacific and East Asia
Mission OneWortd. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria

Rev. Dr. Ginda P. Haranap, Asia Secretary, Dept. of Mission and Development. LWF
Rev Yutaka Kumei. President, Japan Lutheran Church

Rev Dr. ishmael Noko, General Secretary, The Lutheran World Foderation

Rev. Dr. Michael Semmier. President, Litheran Church of Austialia

Rev. Dr. Hyun Sub Um. President. Lutheran Church in Korea

Rev. Richard Yi, President. Lutheran Church—Fong Kong Synod

ILC Exeaufive Committee

The LCMS World Mission Board Members

Hon Peter ipatas MP. Governor of the Enga Province

Papua New Guinea Mission Society

Rev Dr_Olto Hintze / Rev. Dr. Wilar Burce

Ail the Pastors/District President/Christians and Congregations, GLC-PNG

Rev. Gigere Wenge, Head Bishop. Evanigelical Lutheran Churoh Papua New Guinea
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Exhibit K

GUTNIUS LUTHERAN CHURCH
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
Concut Tokpbons: 5071062/ 547 1166
PO tow 1t R
P B ki i

17" November 2010

Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD.
Director of Church Relations/
Assistant to the President
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
1333 S. Kirkwood Rd

Saint Louis, MO 63021, USA.

My dear Rev. Dr. Collver,

Greetings from the GLC-PNG in the name of Jesus, Our Savior.

Thank you indeed for your letter dated 8 November 2010 which became an
enlightennent from God to have caused rejoice, happiness and peace at heart to
all members of the GLC-PNG after our 20-30 years of prayer whilst in strife,
agony and grievous suffering from very poor and bad church leadership and
unending internal struggles.

The LCMS missionaries first came to Papua New Guinea in 1948 and established
the GLC-PNG among mostly the people of Enga and others in the hinterland of
the PNG highlands and established one of the thriving churches in the country.

The LCMS World Mission made huge investments in the planting the seeds of the
Gospel of Christ. baptizing and confirming thousands of pagans and
establishing service institutions such as schools, medical centres and
business entities.

In the early eighties the church began to see local leadership taking forced
control of many works the LCMS missionaries had occupied and continued to
create animosity against the missionaries which saw a gradual departure of the
LCMS World Mission staff in PNG.

As a result the unpopular leadership actions in the last 30 years the church

began to face a slow cut in LCMS subsidies and internal revenue dwindled given
allegations of misuse, abuse and corrupt dealings in church administration.

Page |
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The 3-year terms of the IELC elected officials comes to an end this month. As usual, there
is a great deal of tension, turmoil, and resultant court cases leading up to the elections.
A current case has shut down the functioning of the IELC Central Business Office accounts,
resulting in the inability to pay salaries of pastors, deaconesses, probationers, staff, etc.
from the central pooling system. It is uncertain if/when the elections can now be held.

There also is a major caste group within the IELC that is threatening to leave the church.

When I was in India in Jan-Feb., Pres. Samuel discussed with me his plans in regard to the
new elections. In the IELC there is an automatic retirement date on your 65th birthday.
Pres. Samuel's comes a half year before the end of the next 3-year period. He is uncertain
if he would contest the election nonetheless or not. I had warned him that a decision to
contest would certainly result in a court case. I don't know if this is one of the issues in
the current case.

I make a policy of not inquiring about the political developments in the IELC. They can
change very quickly, and there is nothing I can/should do about it. People would know my
source and assume I was now in his pocket. My role is to encourage God's mission in India as
much as I can.

One other unfortunate development is at Concordia Seminary, Nagercoil.

Because of the transfer of four Ph.D. professors almost two years ago, the accrediting
association has not allowed CTS to admit a new set of students. Concordia still has not been
able to upgrade to BD, and the accrediting association (Serampore University) is canceling
the BTh program as of next year. We are trying to get new professors qualified academically,
but it takes time and funds. A couple of doctoral students, Rev. Stanish Stanley and Rev.
Sam Thompson, are currently at CSL. Another is at Gurukul in Chennai, as well as a couple of
MTh students.

I know you had responded to Pres.Samuel's appeal to help with this upgrading, and you had
formed a special joint commission under Dan's leadership. I thought I should let you know
subsequent developments.

God bless.

Herb
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Plaintiff’s submissions

29 As was noted in the Plaintiff's written submissions, under the heading
“Undisputed Facts", the Plaintiff is a church which has the positions of Bishop, Assistant
Bishop, General Sccretary, a Speaker and Pastors The Plaintiff church runs various
primary schools, sccondary schools, aid-posts, health centres, a hospital and other
institutions and has a large number of followers, predominantly from Enga Province. It
has been suggested that the Plaintiff church has about 550 churches and in the region of
140,000 foltowers in Papua New Guinca.

30 Itis equally clear that there has been a long-running dispute within the Plaintiff
chorch for many years: a dispute which dates back at lcast as far as 1993.

31 The written submissions filed on behalf of the Plaintiffs correctly noted that on 13
April 2010, when deciding to extend the interim orders, I noted:

“To the extent that there is an issue as 10 whether the first defendant and
second defendant have been validly terminated and whether the third
defendant has been validly suspended, those matters can be considered at
the plaintiff’s Synod in June 2010.

32 It was comrectly observed in the Plaintiffs written submissions that the
Defendants did not participate in that Synod but instead chose to conduct their own
synod. After noting various matters that were before the Court on 13 April 2010, the
submission was made that the existing orders sbould be continued.

Defendants”’ submissions

33 As carlier indicated, no written submissions were lodged on behalf of the
Defendants. There was no explanation provided to the Court for the Defendants’ failure

for an extension of time for the lodgment of written submissions of the Defendants. If the
Defendants’ lawyer thought he could file what he liked when he liked he was wrong,






EPUB/media/file133.jpg
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya

SOUTH WEST DIOCESE
BISHOPS OFFICE

For God so loved the world that Diocese Offfce BLCK.
He gave his only begotten son, P.0. Box 874-40200
that whosoever believes in Him KISIL KENYA

should not perish, but have
everlasting .
JOHN 3:16

Tel 425405831231
Coll 4254724653486
bishoplomasiagofyahoo.co.uk

Ref No... ELCK/02/2010.... Date..12" Noy. 2010,

‘To The President of Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Grectings to you Brother in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen

We aro very thanikful for the wonderful support that the LCMS bas shown to the Evangelical
Luthoran Church in Kenya. We so much appreciate this love and acts of mercy that you have
shown in the recent imes . There have been many medical teams, eyeglass clinics, and visiting
professors that have come from America to help our church.. We are also aware that there arc:
‘many orphanage and rescu centers that arc being built becausc of the support.from the LCMS.
Unfortunately, in our growing church, the arrival of visitors is o always reporied to the
respective Dioceses. We sincerely apologize if this has caused any inconvenicncs. We do not
want o b soen disrespectful to our dear brothers and sisters in Christ. Each Diocesan Bishop
desires to properly reccive our gucsts from America when they arrive and to dovelop a dogper
relationship with thern.

‘We very much want to demonstrate our love and respect towards you as you do to us. We also
want [0 show oursclves to be faithful in allthings. Unfortunately we have not received any
financial report from the Head Office for many years now, and after several requests for the
same 1o be presented, no result has come.

This is especially important o us in regards to the orphanages .We have heard there is a plan to
build 24 orphanages in the Elck. Some of these are taking place in our Diccoss without our
Knowledge. Because we want {0 be good stewards, we are kindly requesting if you could send us
alist of all the towns in which projects have been plannd to start and & lst of the donations
given. This will allow us to follow up on expenditure and guarantce a faithful use of funds. We
are disturbed to hear rumors of inconsistencies and we want to bring to an end to this as soon as
possible in order not to ruin the good wil between our partner churches.

Again, we thank you immensely for your love and kindrness.

May God bless you
Yours fathfull

s Asiago
Bishop Elek -South West Diocese
CC: Rev. Dr. Albert Callver- Director of Church relations

Rev Bernhard Seter- Chairman of the Board of international Mission





