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This volume gathers the international ministry documents of the Rev. Albert B. Collver III for 2015 – 2023 as a reading edition for print and e-readers.
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Biographical Introduction



Director of Church Relations — Assistant to the President

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

General / Executive Secretary

International Lutheran Council

Senior Managing Director

International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg


A Note on These Volumes

The volumes that follow represent something unusual in the literature of Lutheran ministry: a nearly complete documentary record of fourteen years of international church relations work. Between 2005 and 2019, The Reverend Albert B. Collver, III, Ph.D., traveled to more than sixty countries on six continents, conducting two hundred twenty-five recorded trips on behalf of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the International Lutheran Council (ILC). The documents collected here—trip reports, meeting minutes, correspondence, agendas, itineraries, fellowship agreements, and theological memoranda—constitute a primary archive of that work.

These volumes were not assembled as a vanity project. They are a working record. The materials gathered here tell the story of Lutheran churches around the world at a particular moment in history: the first two decades of the twenty-first century, when global Lutheranism was navigating questions of ecumenical relationship, theological identity, confessional faithfulness, and the practical challenges of mission in an era of rapid change. Through these documents, a reader can trace how churches in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Central Asia, and Europe wrestled with those questions—and how the LCMS and the ILC sought to accompany them.

This biographical introduction is intended to provide context. It situates the documents within the life and ministry of the man who produced them, and it attempts to name the accomplishments that these pages represent—accomplishments that are easy to miss when one is immersed in the day-to-day details of travel schedules and meeting agendas. The documents themselves tell the story in granular detail. This introduction tells it whole.



Biographical Introduction


Formation: Jackson to St. Louis

Albert B. Collver, III was born on October 5, 1972, in Jackson, Michigan. He came of age in the tradition of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, a tradition that placed high value on theological precision, confessional faithfulness, and the life of the local congregation. These instincts—formed in childhood—would prove decisive for everything that followed.

The author gratefully acknowledges his parents, Albert B. Collver, Jr., and Sally Collver, whose love and steadfast support made possible the life of service recorded in these volumes.

He pursued his undergraduate education at Concordia College in Ann Arbor, Michigan, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Languages in 1993. He had a particular aptitude for classical languages. His studies in Classical Greek, Biblical Hebrew, and Aramaic gave him not only the tools of exegesis but a lifelong habit of returning to primary sources—a habit that would later express itself in his scholarly work on Reformation-era texts and in his insistence, in ecumenical dialogue, on letting the confessions speak for themselves.

From Ann Arbor, Collver proceeded to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, where he earned the Master of Divinity in 1997. He remained at Concordia Seminary for graduate work, earning the Master of Sacred Theology (STM) in Systematic Theology in 1999 and the Doctor of Philosophy in 2001. His doctoral dissertation, written under the direction of Dr. Norman E. Nagel, was titled "‘Real Presence’: A Confession of the Lord's Supper — The Origin and Development of the Term in the Sixteenth Century." The work was emblematic: meticulous in its historical research, clear in its theological conclusions, and concerned above all with the Lutheran confessional heritage.

While completing his doctorate, Collver served as a Teaching Assistant in courses on Athanasius and the Lord's Supper, and as a Graduate Research Fellow under Dr. James Voelz. He supported his studies through the Village Lutheran Church Graduate Scholarship and a Graduate Tuition Grant. He was also active in the Concordia Seminary Library, where he served as Senior Reference Assistant from 1997 to 2001—building, in the stacks, the kind of relationship with primary documents that would later make him a careful reader of church agreements and meeting minutes in a dozen languages.

The seminary years also produced an unexpected artifact. Between 1996 and 1999, while studying for the ministry, Collver wrote and sold a piece of software called Calendar Explorer—a Windows program for exploring the Western church year, written in Visual Basic 5 and distributed as shareware through CompuServe and the shareware CD-ROMs of the era. The program, and the conviction behind it—that the church’s calendar is a humane way of keeping time—are treated more fully later in this introduction; they are mentioned here because they show the liturgical instinct present from the beginning, expressed in whatever medium lay at hand.



Parish Ministry: DeWitt, Michigan (2001–2006)

Ordained to the holy ministry, Collver served as Pastor of Hope Lutheran Church in DeWitt, Michigan from 2001 to 2006. Parish ministry in a small Michigan congregation might seem an unlikely preparation for a decade and a half of international travel, but the formation it provided was irreplaceable. Collver learned in DeWitt what it means to care for a people over time—to

marry them and bury them, to catechize their children, to preach week after week to the same faces. That pastoral instinct, the instinct to see every church body and every encounter not as an institution or a diplomatic occasion but as a community of people with names and histories, would characterize all of his subsequent international work.

During his years in DeWitt, Collver was also active in the wider church. He served as a regular presenter for the Michigan District Pastors' Confessions Study from 2001 to 2006, and from 2004 to 2006 as Field Work Supervisor and Vicarage Supervisor for Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. He served on the Michigan District Convention Worship Committee and as Liaison for the Commission on Worship to the Michigan District. He wrote for Logia, the confessional Lutheran quarterly, beginning in 1999, contributing articles on Melanchthon, the Lord's Supper, lay elders, worship, and the status confessionis. He was, in short, a working theologian as well as a parish pastor—and his parish work was enriched, not diminished, by his engagement with the broader church.

In 2004 and 2005, Collver also served as Adjunct and then Visiting Assistant Professor at Concordia University in Ann Arbor, teaching courses in Renaissance and Reformation history, Christian doctrine, and the life and work of C.F.W. Walther. And in October 2005, he traveled to Novosibirsk, Russia, as a guest instructor at the Lutheran Theological Seminary of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church—the first of what would become multiple teaching trips to Siberia, and the beginning of a relationship with Russian Lutheranism that would bear fruit for many years.



World Relief and Human Care: Saint Louis (2006–2010)

In 2006, Collver joined the staff of LCMS World Relief and Human Care in Saint Louis as Executive Pastoral Assistant. It was a pivotal transition. He moved from the relatively contained world of parish ministry into the complex landscape of international humanitarian work and church relations, and he proved extraordinarily capable in that environment.

His responsibilities at World Relief and Human Care were broad. He assisted the Executive Director with international relations, prepared agendas and docket materials for the Board for Human Care Ministries, supported research and writing for major presentations, and visited natural disaster sites both domestically and internationally. He coordinated a re-branding effort for the organization, oversaw a charitable music project in partnership with the Erin Bode Group supporting the Themba Girls in Africa, and served as a Contributing Editor for the journal Logia throughout this period.

The years at World Relief and Human Care brought Collver into direct contact with human suffering on a scale that parish ministry rarely affords. He traveled to Kenya in 2007 and 2008, leading a Medical Mercy Team and being interviewed on Kenyan National Television about Diakonia Compassionate Ministry. He witnessed the aftermath of natural disasters. He saw firsthand what Lutheran mercy work looks like on the ground—and what it costs.

When the earthquake struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, Collver was among the first responders. He made three trips to Haiti in January and February 2010 alone, working with LCMS Mercy Medical Teams in the aftermath of one of the most devastating natural disasters in Western Hemisphere history. The experience left its mark. He would later write and speak extensively

about the theology of mercy—about the relationship between witness, service, and life together— and about the distinctive capacity of the church to respond to suffering in ways that secular organizations cannot replicate.

During this period he also began teaching in Russia. In 2007, he traveled to Novosibirsk to teach at the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church's seminary (November 1–17) and to conduct a human care seminar at the Lutheran Center there. In May 2009, he returned again to Novosibirsk for an extended teaching residency (May 11–29), delivering a course on Justification for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. He also presented at a Lutheran conference in South Africa in August 2009 and attended the International Luther Congress in Canoas, Brazil in July 2007, where he presented on Luther and the Common Chest. These early international engagements were the seedbed of the global ministry that would follow.

On February 15, 2007, Collver attended as a guest the White House Compassion in Action Roundtable on "Controlling Malaria in Africa—The Unique Role of Faith-Based and Community NGOs," held at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C. The event was convened by the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives and presided over by First Lady Laura Bush, who addressed the approximately one hundred participants drawn from faith organizations, NGOs, academia, the private sector, and government. Mrs. Bush articulated the administration's conviction that faith-based institutions occupy a uniquely irreplaceable role in global health: "In many African villages," she said, "churches are the only formal institutions that can manage malaria control and prevention. In malaria-prone regions, people look first to their churches, mosques or synagogues for help. They trust their pastors to provide it." Ambassador Randall Tobias, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator, and Admiral R. Timothy Ziemer, U.S. Malaria Coordinator for the President's Malaria Initiative, also participated. The roundtable was a follow-on to the December 2006 White House Summit on Malaria at which President and Mrs. Bush had launched the Malaria Communities Program—a thirty-million- dollar initiative to fund grassroots malaria-control projects across Africa, part of a larger 1.2 billion-dollar program directed to fifteen African countries. A recurring theme was the Bush administration's effort to channel humanitarian work previously reserved to government agencies into partnership with faith-based and community organizations—cutting red tape, in Ambassador Tobias's phrase, so that decisions could actually be carried out on the ground. The roundtable reflected a significant shift in U.S. foreign assistance policy: under President Bush, annual international aid would grow from 1.4 billion dollars in 2001 to 4 billion dollars by 2008. That Collver was present as a representative of LCMS World Relief and Human Care was itself a recognition of the organization's standing as a trusted partner in faith-based international humanitarian work.



Director of Church Relations: LCMS (2010–2019)

On September 13, 2010, Collver was formally installed as Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in a service at the LCMS International Center. It was the position for which his entire formation had prepared him. The installation sermon was preached by President Harrison himself—an indication of how closely the two men's ministries would be intertwined in the years to come. For nine years, Collver would be the principal officer responsible for the LCMS's relationships with Lutheran partner churches around

the world—roughly three dozen church bodies in full fellowship, and scores more in various stages of exploration and formal dialogue.

Among Collver's most consequential contributions during this period was one he had developed even before taking office. In the weeks before his installation, he drafted the theological framework that would become the defining emphasis of President Harrison's entire administration: "Witness, Mercy, Life Together" (Martyria, Diakonia, Koinonia). The original version 1.1 of the three-circle diagram was dated July 31, 2010—six weeks before his installation. Version 1.2 followed on August 5, 2010. The framework depicted the three Greek terms most often used throughout the New Testament to describe the Church's essential mission—Witness (martyria), Mercy (diakonia), and Life Together (koinonia)—as three overlapping circles with the cross of Christ at the center, each flowing into and supporting the others. In January 2011, Collver published the definitive theological explanation of the framework in The Lutheran Witness under his own byline. The article, titled "Witness, Mercy, Life Together," articulated the scriptural foundations of each element and showed how all three are inseparable yet distinct, each centered on the cross. The framework was adopted as the LCMS's organizing theological emphasis and gave structural coherence to all of the church's programs in witness, human care, and fellowship during the Harrison years. Posters, curricula, and institutional materials across the Synod were organized around it. That its architect was Collver—installed as Director of Church Relations just weeks after finalizing the framework—was no coincidence. The three-circle diagram expressed, in elegant theological shorthand, the convictions that would animate all of his subsequent ministry.

The framework's reach extended beyond the institutional. Concordia Publishing House published a companion study—Witness, Mercy, Life Together Bible Study (CPH, 2011, 64 pp.)— which Collver authored to make the theology accessible to adult Bible classes and congregation- wide use. The study was accompanied by a DVD of President Harrison presenting the same material. In a review published in Logia's online forum in September 2011, Pastor Robert Zagore of Trinity Lutheran Church and School in Traverse City, Michigan, contrasted the study favorably with the usual synodical programming: "The emphasis is not a focus-group-tested slogan set forth to move forward with strategic objectives. 'Witness,' 'Mercy,' and 'Life Together' are words the Lord has spoken describing the work of His church." Zagore declared it "easily the most useful item to come out of the Synodical Office Building since the sainted A. L. Barry's What About series; and in many ways, it is more important." He praised Collver for "wrestl[ing] the word back to its biblical intent" in each lesson, commending the study as "biblical, sacramental, genuine, doctrinally solid." Such an endorsement from Logia—the premier journal of confessional Lutheran theology—validated that the WML framework was received not merely as a programmatic initiative but as a serious theological contribution.

The scope of the role was extraordinary. Collver chaired the President's Church Relations Cabinet, participated in the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) and its Committee 1 for church relations and fellowship, and served as Chairman of the LCMS Global Seminary Initiative from 2011 to 2019—a program that provided support, curriculum development, and faculty training for Lutheran seminaries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eastern Europe. He also served briefly, from 2014 to June 2015, as Director of Regional Operations for the LCMS Office of International Mission, adding a layer of direct operational responsibility to his already substantial portfolio.

The travel began in earnest. In the nine years between 2010 and 2019, Collver made more than two hundred trips—domestic and international. He visited South Korea, Indonesia, the Dominican Republic, Kazakhstan, the Czech Republic, Poland, Germany, Russia, Madagascar, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria, South Africa, Brazil, Ethiopia, Uganda, South Sudan, the Philippines, Japan, Taiwan, Mongolia, Kyrgyzstan, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Norway, Belgium, France, Ukraine, and dozens of other destinations. He was seldom home for more than a few weeks at a time.

The work took different forms in different places. In Africa, it meant visiting seminary students in Nairobi, accompanying LCMS missionaries in Madagascar, attending the dedication of a Kenyan hymnal, and sustained engagement with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) in Addis Ababa. Two visits in 2016 illustrate the depth of that engagement. In April, Collver served as a speaker at the EECMY Pastors' Conference on Sola Scriptura at the Gudina Tumsa Retreat Center in Addis Ababa, alongside Rev. Dr. John Denninger, Rev. Dr. Yared Halche, and Rev. Allan Buss. Two months later, in June, he was a speaker at an EECMY workshop titled "Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church)," also at the Gudina Tumsa Center, alongside Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and Deaconess Faith Swenson. Approximately 138 attendees participated, drawn from all twenty- four EECMY church units and from Addis Ababa congregations—many of whom had never before encountered the Scriptural and confessional Lutheran teaching on the distinct and complementary roles of men and women in church and family life. The workshop was warmly received; the EECMY sent a formal letter of thanks. The work in Ethiopia was among the most theologically sensitive of Collver's international engagements: the EECMY was a church of eight million members navigating enormous internal pressures, and the LCMS's willingness to offer careful Lutheran instruction—rather than endorsing the direction of its liberal European partners—was received as a genuine act of friendship. In Asia, it meant teaching pastors in Indonesia, attending a Pastors' Conference in Papua New Guinea with nearly a thousand attendees, visiting the Japan Lutheran Church in Tokyo, and—in 2015—making a brief but significant journey to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, documenting the presence of Lutheran witness even in that remote corner of the world. In Latin America, it meant strengthening fellowship relationships in Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay, and negotiating new agreements with churches in Chile, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Nicaragua.

In September 2014, Collver also appeared before the LCMS Council of Presidents at its quarterly meeting at the International Center in St. Louis, presenting a detailed mission update in his dual capacity as Director of Church Relations and Director of Regional Operations for the Office of International Mission. At that time, the LCMS had workers serving in thirty-six countries: ninety career missionaries and forty-seven Globally Engaged in Outreach personnel, totaling one hundred thirty-seven workers, of whom fifty-five were clergy. The presentation illustrated the breadth of the operation Collver was overseeing and the data he was tracking and reporting to the highest levels of Synodical leadership.

In Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the work was particularly complex. Russia required ongoing engagement with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in St. Petersburg, the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Novosibirsk, and the broader network of Lutheran communities across the country. Kyrgyzstan required travel to Bishkek—where, on one

memorable occasion, the KGB visited the church during a service—and Kazakhstan required delicate diplomacy with Lutheran communities operating under significant governmental scrutiny. Ukraine required multiple visits to Kyiv and Odessa, where the LCMS was supporting the development of the Ukrainian Evangelical Lutheran Church (DELKU) and negotiating a new partnership agreement. In August 2016, Collver returned to Novosibirsk for the Twentieth Anniversary Summer Seminar—marking two decades of the LCMS's continuing education partnership with the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church that had begun with his own first teaching visit in 2005.

Throughout this period, Collver was also deeply engaged in the formal ecumenical dialogues that were reshaping Lutheran relationships in the early twenty-first century. He participated in the Informal Dialogue Group between the International Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU), which met in Rome, Paderborn, and Bleckmar, and he attended the ILC-Lutheran World Federation consultations in Geneva. He held discussions with the North American Lutheran Church (NALC) and the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA) regarding potential fellowship. He was, in every sense, the frontline diplomat of confessional Lutheranism's engagement with the wider Christian world.

In June 2015, Collver was invited as a delegate to the Fifth Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions, held June 10–11 at the Palace of Peace and Reconciliation in Astana, Kazakhstan. Convened under the initiative of Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev around the theme “Dialogue of Religious Leaders and Politicians in the Name of Peace and Development,” the triennial congress gathered some eighty delegations from forty-two countries, including UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, King Abdullah II of Jordan, and Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. During the proceedings Collver met and briefly spoke with both King Abdullah II of Jordan and President Nazarbayev, and conferred with Cardinal Tauran. He also met Lutheran World Federation President Bishop Munib Younan and Bishop Yuri Novgorodov of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan, among other religious and civic leaders. His participation reflected the global ecumenical and interreligious dimension of his work in church relations, placing The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s witness within one of the world’s premier gatherings for interfaith dialogue.

One of the most visible expressions of the scope of this work came at the 66th Regular Convention of the LCMS, held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July 9–14, 2016. Collver addressed the assembled delegates on the theme of global Lutheranism, invoking Psalm 22:27—'All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord'—and drawing a connection between the Day of Pentecost and the worldwide confessional Lutheran fellowship. He introduced church leaders and representatives from approximately twenty countries spanning Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, Latin America, and North America. He then formally presented each newly accepted fellowship partner church on the convention floor as each resolution was adopted, introducing by name the bishops, presidents, and pastors who had traveled to Milwaukee for the occasion. His remarks situated the seventy international church relationships the LCMS then maintained—in fifty-five countries—within a theological vision of the church as a global, Pentecost-born family. The convention also affirmed the ILC's work by an additional resolution (Res. 5-07), adopted by a standing vote. That Collver stood at the podium introducing representatives from Liberia to Latvia to Uruguay to Japan was a visible embodiment of a decade of relational investment.



The International Lutheran Council: Executive / General Secretary



(2012–2019)

Beginning in 2012, Collver took on the additional role of serving the International Lutheran Council (ILC) in an executive secretarial capacity—first informally, and then, after the ILC's formal legal incorporation in 2017, as its appointed Executive Secretary and subsequently as General Secretary. The ILC is the fellowship organization of confessional Lutheran churches worldwide, committed to the inerrancy of Scripture and the binding authority of the Lutheran Confessions. Tracing its roots to confessional Lutheran conferences begun in 1952, it was formally constituted in 1993 and grew, by the end of Collver's tenure, from 33 to 53 member churches—an addition of 20 new church bodies under his leadership. During his seven years at the ILC helm, Collver also led the effort to incorporate the organization as an independent legal entity, opened an office for the ILC at Concordia Publishing House, expanded its bylaws, initiated formal dialogue with the Vatican's Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and brought new church bodies into membership from Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America.

The ILC secretariat role added a new dimension to Collver's already demanding responsibilities. He now served not only as the LCMS's representative to its partner churches, but as the executive officer of the ILC itself—responsible for organizing the ILC's world conferences, executive committee meetings, and specialized consultations; maintaining the organization's relationships with its member churches; corresponding with church leaders across the globe; and advancing the ILC's theological and ecumenical agenda.

One of the most significant institutional achievements of Collver's tenure was establishing the International Lutheran Council as a legally recognized non-profit corporation. Prior to this, the ILC had operated as an informal fellowship body without formal legal status—its assets and organizational functions hosted by LCMS on behalf of the broader fellowship. The path to incorporation was long: the question was first formally discussed at the ILC Executive Committee meeting in December 2013 (via Skype), where Collver proposed the transition from custodian organization to independent non-profit. By September 2017, the incorporation was complete; at the ILC Executive Committee Skype meeting of September 5–7, Collver was formally and officially appointed as Executive Secretary of the newly constituted ILC, Inc. The title was subsequently changed from Executive Secretary to General Secretary at the ILC 26th World Conference in Antwerp in September 2018, reflecting the organization's matured institutional standing. This was not a glamorous achievement—it involved lawyers and paperwork and careful attention to the legal requirements of multiple jurisdictions—but it was foundational. It gave the ILC the standing it needed to function as a genuine international organization in the twenty-first century.

Collver organized the ILC's 25th World Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in September 2015, where he served as both plenary speaker and conference organizer, presenting on the theme of "Augustana VII: The Church and Fellowship." He organized the ILC's 26th World Conference in Antwerp, Belgium, September 25–28, 2018—for which he personally compiled the 160-page conference book. At the opening worship service in Our Lady's Chapel (the fifteenth- century chapel of the medieval St. Elizabeth convent), he served as liturgist while ILC Chairman Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt preached. On the first morning he introduced the conference theme ‘Ecclesiology and Ecumenism’ alongside Rev. Dr. Roland Ziegler of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. In his remarks, Collver noted that the first arrest of Lutherans had taken

place 497 years earlier in Antwerp, and the first Lutheran martyrs—Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes—had been burned at the stake in that same city. That this conference now received greetings from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Antwerp, and that the ILC had been in dialogue with the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, prompted his characteristic observation: "Times have changed, yet our Confessions remain the same."

In the afternoon of the first conference day, Collver delivered the Executive Secretary's historical report, tracing the ILC from its antecedents in nineteenth-century confessional Lutheran assemblies through its silver anniversary. Two statistics from his report captured the scope of what had happened during his tenure: "Back in 1993 when the ILC was formed, it represented approximately four million Lutherans worldwide." By contrast, the Antwerp gathering "has church leaders in attendance representing around 20 million Lutherans worldwide." Over the course of the conference, the ILC formally admitted 17 new member churches representing approximately 4.15 million Lutherans across Africa (10), Europe (3), and Asia (4)—more than doubling the number of Lutherans associated with the ILC and bringing the total membership to approximately 7.15 million members in 54 church bodies. Among the most significant new additions was the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM), one of the largest Lutheran churches in the world with approximately four million members. Collver had visited and supported the FLM repeatedly since 2007; its admission to the ILC was in part the fruit of those years of relationship. He also delivered the conference's historical address, "A Brief History of the International Lutheran Council," which was subsequently published in the conference proceedings and received a 2019 CHI Award of Commendation.

He also organized the ILC’s World Seminaries Conferences—gatherings of seminary rectors and professors from across the ILC member churches, designed to foster theological education and curriculum development in global Lutheranism. The sixth such conference was held in Wittenberg, Germany, in October 2016.

An earlier milestone in Collver's convening work was the International Conference on Confessional Leadership, held near Atlanta, Georgia, in the fall of 2012. The conference brought together more than one hundred twenty Lutheran leaders from around the world for theological edification and mutual encouragement, with funding from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation and the Lutheran Church Extension Fund. The 2013 LCMS Convention formally gave thanks for this gathering (Res. 4-04, adopted 981–to–6) and called for a similar conference in 2015—which became the ILC’s 25th World Conference in Buenos Aires in September 2015. The Atlanta conference was thus both a significant ecumenical gathering in its own right and the direct antecedent of the Buenos Aires World Conference that Collver organized three years later.

Under Collver's leadership, the ILC engaged in its first formal theological dialogues with the Roman Catholic Church, represented by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. These dialogues—meeting in Rome, Paderborn, and Bleckmar—were historically significant: they represented the first sustained theological conversation between the ILC and the Vatican, and they addressed questions of ecclesiology, sacramental theology, and the nature of Christian unity that had divided Western Christendom since the Reformation. Collver was a dialogue participant at three of these meetings and played a key role in shaping the ILC's theological contributions.



New Church Fellowships Established (2010–2019)

One of the most concrete measures of Collver's impact is the number of new or renewed church fellowship relationships established during his tenure. Fellowship between Lutheran churches— the formal recognition of shared confession, mutual pulpit and altar fellowship, and ongoing cooperation—is not lightly given. It requires extended theological conversations, formal agreement on doctrinal matters, and the approval of church conventions or synodical assemblies. Each new fellowship represents years of careful work.

Between 2010 and 2019, under Collver's leadership and with his direct involvement, the LCMS entered into or renewed fellowship with the following church bodies:

Church Body / Country Fellowship Year

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia

2013

Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia)

2013

Lutheran Church of Togo 2013

Lutheran Church in Norway 2015/2016

Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile

2016

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty (Kazakhstan)

2016

Lutheran Church of Uruguay 2016

Lutheran Church in Guatemala (renewed)

2016

Lutheran Church of Venezuela (renewed)

2016

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELKB) *

2019 Convention

Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark (ELFCD) *

2019 Convention

Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELP) *

2019 Convention

Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa (CLCSA) *

2019 Convention

* These four fellowships were formally recognized by the 2019 LCMS Convention (July), after Collver had concluded his tenure as Director of Church Relations. The groundwork for each had been laid during his years of service; the convention acted on the relationships he had cultivated.

The nine fellowship actions completed during his active tenure represent churches across four continents. Several of them—Liberia, Togo, and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church in particular—were long-anticipated completions of relationships that had been developing for years. The Siberian ELC fellowship was especially meaningful: Collver had been teaching and visiting in Siberia since 2005, and the formal recognition of fellowship in 2013 was in part the fruit of those years of personal presence and theological engagement. The 2013 convention record formally documents that in October 2010, Collver—together with Dr. Timothy Quill and Dr. Joel Lehenbauer—conducted the on-site fellowship visit to the SELC at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, hosted by Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin. It was Collver and Lehenbauer's subsequent report to the CTCR in December 2010 that formally triggered the recommendation for fellowship. The fellowship with the Lutheran Church in Norway reflects a similarly gradual cultivation: Collver was personally named in the convention resolution (Res. 5-01) as one of the LCMS representatives who conducted doctrinal discussions with the Lutheran Church in Norway beginning in 2011, alongside Rev. Dan Gilbert, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, and Rev. Daniel Preus. The CTCR formally recommended fellowship in May 2014; President Harrison declared it on November 7, 2014; a protocol agreement was signed March 7, 2015. In August 2015, representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) visited St. Louis for meetings hosted by Collver and the LCMS, a visit that served as a significant precursor to the formal fellowship action completed in 2015–2016. Four additional fellowship relationships—with churches in Belgium, Denmark, Portugal, and South Africa—were formally recognized by the 2019 LCMS Convention, after Collver had already left his position. Each was the fruit of years of preparation and relationship-building under his leadership; the convention completed what he had begun.

Beyond formal fellowship, Collver was also involved in signing or renewing working partnership agreements with the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (November 2014), the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (2018), and other church bodies. These agreements, while falling short of full altar and pulpit fellowship, represented significant commitments of mutual cooperation and theological accountability.

At the time of the partner churches report (October 2018), the LCMS maintained relationships—at various levels of formality—with 106 Lutheran church bodies worldwide. Thirty- five of these were in full fellowship. This network represented millions of Lutheran Christians across every inhabited continent.



The Global Seminary Initiative

Beginning in 2011, Collver chaired the LCMS Global Seminary Initiative—a program designed to strengthen theological education in the LCMS's partner churches worldwide. The initiative recognized a fundamental challenge: many of the LCMS's partner churches lacked the trained pastoral leadership necessary for sustained growth and confessional faithfulness. Seminary education in many parts of the world was underfunded, understaffed, and conducted without access to the theological resources that Lutheran pastors in North America and Europe took for granted.

Under Collver's leadership, the Global Seminary Initiative worked to address this deficit. The initiative supported faculty development, curriculum design, library acquisition, and cross- cultural theological education partnerships. Collver himself contributed directly: he made

multiple teaching trips to the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church seminary in Novosibirsk, taught at seminaries and training programs in Africa and Asia, and regularly brought international faculty and students to LCMS seminary campuses in the United States. The ILC's World Seminaries Conferences, which Collver organized, were an extension of the same vision.

The scale of the initiative's impact was documented in a report Collver presented to the LCMS Council of Presidents at its September 20–23, 2014 meeting in St. Louis. By that point, 1.2 million dollars had been invested in the Global Seminary Initiative for fiscal year 2013–14 alone. The funds supported scholarships for twenty-five international students attending LCMS seminaries in the United States (thirteen at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and twelve at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne). Thirty scholarships went to Ethiopian students; fifteen to students in Togo; twelve to students in Russia; twenty students were trained in Tanzania; and fifty in Madagascar. In all, one hundred fifty students received theological education through the initiative at an average cost of eight thousand dollars per student. This was confessional Lutheran theological education deployed at scale—systematic, global, and measurably fruitful.

The initiative also intersected with Collver's concern for global Lutheran confessionalism. Theological education, he believed, was not merely a practical matter of training pastors; it was the means by which the church passes on its confession from one generation to the next. A seminary that does not teach Lutheran theology faithfully will not produce Lutheran pastors. And a church without Lutheran pastors will not remain Lutheran. This conviction animated the Global Seminary Initiative and gave it its urgency.



The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (2017–present)

Among the most enduring legacies of Collver's international ministry is a program whose completion he would see only after his active tenure had ended: the Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP). Conceived as a response to the urgent need for doctrinally grounded pastoral and theological leadership in the LCMS's global partner churches, the LLDP was formally established in January 2017, when a protocol agreement was signed by The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, LL.D. honoris causa, D.D. honoris causa, President of the LCMS, CTSFW President Dr. Lawrence Rast, Rev. Albert Collver, and ILC Executive Committee Chairman Dr. William Kintz.

The program was funded in part by a five-hundred-thousand-dollar grant from Concordia Publishing House. It was structured as a two-year academic program—bringing pastors and church leaders from partner churches in Africa, Asia, and Latin America to the United States for intensive theological education at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, with additional instruction from LCMS and ILC faculty. A detailed planning meeting was held at CTSFW on May 17, 2017, to finalize the curriculum and logistics.

The first cohort of LLDP students began their studies in early 2019, in the final weeks of Collver's active service as ILC General Secretary. On January 15, 2019—just days before the first class convened—the ILC published an announcement in which Collver said: "We are grateful for our partners in this project, and are excited to work with them in raising up a new generation of global Confessional Lutheran leaders. We look forward to welcoming the LLDP's first class of

students in just a few weeks, and pray for God's blessings on their studies." That first class gathered at the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, Germany, February 18–March 1, 2019—fittingly, in the city of the Reformation itself. Future sessions would be held at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki of CTSFW served as Director of the program. The program had been Collver's initiative, but its fruit would come later. The first LLDP commencement was held on November 17, 2022, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School in Troy, Illinois—where Collver was then serving as pastor. Collver gave the commencement address at that ceremony and had served as thesis advisor to two of the four graduates. In the words of the program's own announcement, he was present as "former ILC General Secretary"—a title he wore with characteristic modesty. In November 2022 and again in November 2023, Collver also taught the LLDP course on World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement, conducting sessions at CTSFW for the program's next cohort of students from Africa and Tanzania. The documents in these volumes that date from 2022 and 2023 belong to this chapter: they record not the beginning of a new career but the continuation and fruition of work that had been planted during the years of active international service.



Return to Parish Ministry: Troy, Illinois (2020–Present)

Following the conclusion of his years of international service, Collver returned to full-time parish ministry. He was installed as Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School in Troy, Illinois on August 30, 2020—an event noted in the Troy Times-Tribune and welcomed by the surrounding communities of Madison County. St. Paul's holds services on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, with the Lord's Supper celebrated at each service. The return to the parish was not a retreat from the theological convictions and international commitments that had shaped his previous decade; it was their continuation in a different key. The pastor who had introduced bishops from Liberia and Latvia on the LCMS convention floor now preached weekly to a congregation in southwestern Illinois and catechized their children.

His connection to the ILC network and the Lutheran Leadership Development Program continued in an advisory and teaching capacity, as described above.

In January 2026, Collver joined the board of the Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway (FOLCIN), an organization that supports confessional Lutheran witness in Norway and the ongoing mission of the Lutheran Church in Norway. His engagement with Norwegian Lutheranism was deep and long-standing. As Director of Church Relations, he had initiated and led theological conversations between the LCMS and the Lutheran Church in Norway beginning in 2011—conversations that culminated in a formal fellowship declaration on November 7, 2014, and the signing of a protocol agreement on March 7, 2015. In August 2015, representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission visited St. Louis for meetings he hosted at the LCMS, a visit that strengthened the Norwegian connection still further. Board membership with FOLCIN is a natural continuation of that history—a new avenue of service to confessional Lutheranism in Scandinavia, rooted in more than a decade of shared theological work.

Outside the parish, Collver and his wife Terra operate Three Doves Kennel (three- doves.com), breeding English Springer Spaniels under the motto "All About Beauty, Balance, Desire." Once he stepped back from constant international travel—leaving the LCMS post in 2019 and settling into parish ministry—the kennel became a genuinely shared, day-to-day project

rather than something tended around long absences abroad. Being consistently home meant being present for the rhythms that cannot be scheduled around a trip: whelping, the critical early weeks of a litter, and show weekends. Terra leads the hands-on side—whelping and raising each litter through its first eight weeks—while Collver carries the business and correspondence, from prospective buyers and contracts to the website; breeding and showing decisions they make together. In 2026, Three Doves earned recognition as an AKC Breeder of Merit—a designation the American Kennel Club awards to breeders who demonstrate a documented commitment to health testing, responsible breeding practices, and genuine improvement of the breed. The designation reflects what the kennel has been doing since its inception: producing sound, healthy, versatile dogs with proper OFA certifications on hips, elbows, eyes, and PRA genetic screening for every dog in the program.

The Three Doves dogs are active competitors across multiple AKC disciplines. Fergus (CH Calico's Blue Moon Fergus at Three Doves), an AKC Champion in conformation, also carries titles in obedience, rally, therapy dog work, and working dog sports. Aster (Int. CH Three-Doves Aster Star of the Field) is an IABCA International Champion, with titles in rally, barn hunt, and Fast CAT. BlazE (CH Vinewood Three Doves Plays With Fire) is an AKC Champion who has also earned titles in rally, barn hunt, therapy dog sports, working dog designation, and Fast CAT. Etta rounds out the current pack. The kennel's retired foundation bitch, Lily Belle of CollverHaus—the springer spaniel named in the 2019 St. Louis Post-Dispatch profile of Collver's departure from the LCMS—retired with an impressive performance record including Companion Dog (CD), Beginner Novice (BN), Rally Master 2 (RM2), and Rally Advanced Excellent 2 (RAE2) titles, and competed at the AKC Rally National Championship in 2022. The kennel uses Early Neurological Stimulation and Early Scent Introduction protocols with all litters, reflecting a methodical approach to developing well-rounded, confident dogs from birth. Three Doves maintains an active presence at three-doves.com and on Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.



From Calendar Explorer to Lutheran Lectionary: The Technologist



Thread (1996–2026)

Alongside the pastor, the theologian, and the churchman, there has always been a technologist. In 1996, as a seminary student, Collver wrote Calendar Explorer, a 32-bit Windows program for exploring the Western church year. Written in Visual Basic 5, it offered the Three-Year and Historic (One-Year) lectionary series, minor feasts, Roman Catholic feasts, the dates of both Eastern and Western Easter through the centuries, Julian and Gregorian calendar conversion, conversion to the Islamic and Indian civil calendars, lunar phases for any year from 4714 BC to 9999 AD, and a twelve-month “Year in Brief” view. Its church-year data followed Lutheran Worship (1982), the LCMS hymnal of the day. Version 1.86 was released on March 24, 1997.

Calendar Explorer was sold as shareware—seventeen dollars through CompuServe’s SWREG registration service—and traveled the distribution channels of its era: the PsL Monthly discs, the CICA Windows Collection, the Monster Media CD-ROMs (which filed it under /religion/), and a 1998 religious-shareware compilation called Essential Bibles. It shipped with a 1996 essay, “The Church Year — A Brief Overview,” which opened with Jane Austen’s “I will have you married by Michaelmas” and argued that ordinary people had marked time by the church’s feasts for a millennium. A small web operation, Collver Designs, followed in 1998, offering a second program, CopyScan, alongside web design. His web work was not confined to his own ventures:

in the late 1990s he built and maintained websites for Lutheran institutions, including Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and its library, and he later served for several years as webmaster for Logia: A Journal of Lutheran Theology, among other technology projects. In December 1996, Collver answered a programming question on Usenet with hand-written Julian Day Number conversion algorithms—the seminarian and the programmer, indistinguishable.

Between these two projects lies a third, and in some ways the most quietly pervasive: a font. In 2005, as the Commission on Worship of the LCMS prepared Lutheran Service Book, Collver designed the liturgical symbol font used to typeset its services. The work was done in FontLab and delivered in the three formats of the day—PostScript Type 1, TrueType, and OpenType— encoding the small but essential marks by which a Lutheran service is set on the page: the dialogue letters that cue Pastor, Congregation, and Lector ([image: liturgical symbol P C L]); the versicle and response signs ([image: liturgical symbol V R]); and the cross ([image: liturgical symbol T]) printed wherever the rubrics invite the sign of the cross in remembrance of Baptism. Prototype sheets were circulated for review—one surviving set bears the name of Jon Vieker, assistant director of the LSB project—as the letterforms were widened, squared, and resized through dozens of iterations. The finished font runs silently through Lutheran Service Book (Concordia Publishing House, 2006) and its companion volumes—the Altar Book, the Agenda, the Pastoral Care Companion, the accompaniment and lectionary editions—wherever a worshiper’s eye meets a [image: liturgical symbol V], a [image: liturgical symbol R], or a [image: liturgical symbol T]. Collver’s name appears among the hymnal’s acknowledged contributors. It is perhaps the purest instance of the technologist in service to the church: not a program to be downloaded, but a tool for setting the church’s prayer in type—hidden in plain sight in the pew racks of LCMS congregations.

Thirty years later, the program was reborn. On June 8, 2026, Collver launched Lutheran Lectionary (lectionary.collver.biz), an open-source web application—Python and Flask, MIT- licensed, self-hosted on his own server—which he describes explicitly as the rebirth of Calendar Explorer. The 2026 version offers both Lutheran Service Book lectionary series, the complete LSB Daily Lectionary, the Hymn of the Day for both series, One-Year propers drawn from the public-domain Common Service Book of the Lutheran Church (1917)—the same traditional wording familiar from The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), but taken from the earlier, copyright-free source, calendar feeds, PDF exports, and a JSON API; its editorial policy—public-domain texts only—is documented in the project’s README. Within days of launch, users from LCMS and ELS circles were verifying pericopes, catching bugs, and submitting fixes. Even the bugs rhyme across the decades: a 1996 changelog entry reads “Fixed problem that caused the Church Year to be one week too short,” and in 2026 a commenter caught an off-by-one error in the Sundays after Trinity—both fixed promptly, the latter now guarded by an automated test. The distribution arc—from CompuServe and shareware CD-ROMs to GitHub, Docker, and open source—is the history of software in miniature. The continuity beneath it is theological: the conviction that animated the 1996 Michaelmas essay, that the church’s calendar is a humane way to keep time, animates the 2026 project still. The liturgical core was present before the Ph.D., before the travels—expressed first in Visual Basic.



International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (2016–2019)

In 2016, Collver assumed an additional role as Senior Managing Director (Deployed) of the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW), based in Wittenberg, Germany. The ILSW was a new initiative designed to provide a permanent Lutheran confessional presence in the city of the Reformation itself—the city where Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses in 1517 and where the trajectory of Western Christianity was forever altered.

The year 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, and the Lutheran world marked it with hundreds of events, conferences, and commemorations in Wittenberg and around the globe. Collver was present in Wittenberg for much of this commemoration. In May 2015, two years before the anniversary, he had spoken at an international conference in Wittenberg on the theme "Celebrating the Reformation Rightly: Remembrance, Repentance, Rejoicing." In July 2017, he attended the International Congress for Luther Research in Wittenberg. Throughout this period, the ILSW was working to establish a lasting institutional presence that would outlast the anniversary celebrations and continue to offer confessional Lutheran witness in the cradle of the Reformation.

The ILSW role required Collver to be based in or near Wittenberg for significant stretches of time—hence the designation "Deployed." It added yet another layer of complexity to an already demanding professional life, but it reflected his deep commitment to the theological heritage that grounded all of his international work. Lutheranism, for Collver, was not merely an institutional affiliation but a theological identity rooted in the Reformation's recovery of the Gospel. To be present in Wittenberg—in the city of Luther, Melanchthon, and the Augsburg Confession—was to stand at the source.



Humanitarian Presence: Haiti, Refugees, and Mercy

Running alongside the church relations and ecumenical work was a sustained engagement with humanitarian ministry. This dimension of Collver's work is easy to overlook in a collection of trip reports and meeting minutes, but it was never peripheral to his understanding of his calling.

The Haiti earthquake of January 2010 was the defining humanitarian event of his first decade of ministry. Collver made three separate trips to Haiti in January and February of that year, working with LCMS Mercy Medical Teams in the immediate aftermath of the disaster. He gave multiple radio interviews about the crisis—on Issues, Etc., The God Whispers, and other programs—and continued to follow Haiti closely in subsequent years, returning in 2012 to assess the ongoing situation.

In 2016, Collver traveled to Uganda and visited the Nyumanzi refugee camp, where tens of thousands of South Sudanese refugees had fled the violence of the civil war. The trip to South Sudan—to Juba, where he met with the leadership of the Lutheran Church in the Nuba Mountains—gave him direct exposure to one of the world's most acute humanitarian crises. His report on the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church, filed later that year, reflects both careful observation and deep pastoral concern.

Madagascar was another consistent focus of humanitarian engagement. Collver visited the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) repeatedly—in 2007, 2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, and twice in 2018—maintaining a relationship with one of the world's largest Lutheran churches (estimated membership: 4 million) and supporting the "Tin Roofs" project that provided basic infrastructure to rural Lutheran communities. His 2007 article in Missio Apostolica, "Jesus, My Blood Brother, and HIV/AIDS in Madagascar," reflected his early engagement with the intersection of mercy and mission in the Malagasy context.



Scholar and Author

Throughout the years of travel and administration, Collver maintained an active scholarly and publishing career. His bibliography spans more than fifty publications, including journal articles, book chapters, encyclopedia entries, Bible studies, and a co-authored monograph. The range is impressive: from technical articles in Concordia Theological Quarterly on the ecclesiology of Augustana VII, to popular essays in Lutheran Witness, to contributions to the Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation published by Rowman & Littlefield in 2017. His scholarly work earned recognition from the Concordia Historical Institute on multiple occasions: a 2007 Award of Commendation for 'Lay Elders: A Brief Overview of Their Origin in the Missouri Synod— Implications for Elders Today' (Concordia Journal, January 2006), presented at CHI's 33rd Annual Awards Banquet in November 2007; and a 2019 Award of Commendation for 'A Brief History of the International Lutheran Council,' presented at CHI's 45th Annual Awards Banquet in November 2019.

His most significant scholarly work during this period may be the 2019 monograph co- authored with Charles P. Schaum: Breath of God, Yet Work of Man: Scripture, Philosophy, Dialogue, and Conflict (Concordia Publishing House). Developed originally as the primary course resource for the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, the book examines the nature and authority of Scripture in an ecumenical context and explores the tensions underlying the use of Scripture in Christian witness, acts of mercy, and life together. It reflects the concerns that ran through all of Collver's theological work: the relationship between Scripture and tradition, the grounds of confessional identity, and the challenge of maintaining theological integrity in an era of ecumenical accommodation. Rev. Dr. John T. Pless of CTSFW described it as "a provocative book that will engage both those within and outside of the Missouri Synod in coming to understand the development of modern hermeneutics." The book received an Award of Honorable Mention for a Major Publication from the Concordia Historical Institute in 2020.

He also edited Christian Okon Ekong's Strengthening Integrity and Accountability in Church Leadership (Concordia Publishing House, 2019) and served as a translator, rendering Ernst Sommerlath's "Luther's Teaching on the Lord's Supper" into English for Closed Communion? Admission to the Lord's Supper in Biblical Lutheran Perspective (Concordia Publishing House, 2017). He co-edited the Casper-Ziegler volume The Diaconate of the Ancient and Modern Church (Concordia Publishing House, 2014) and the Norman Nagel Festschrift Dona Gratis Donata (2015). His essay "New Work in An Ancient Land" appeared in Lutherans Engage the World (Saint Louis, Missouri, 2015), and his article "Lutheran Day Schools in North America" was published in M. A. Lamport (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation (pp. 456-457, Rowman & Littlefield, 2017).

The sheer volume of published work during a period of nearly constant international travel is remarkable. It testifies to a scholar who did not regard writing as a separate activity from ministry but as a dimension of the same vocation—a way of serving the church with the mind, just as travel served the church with the body.

He also taught. During the years of international ministry, Collver served as an Adjunct Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne—in 2009 for Advanced Pastoral Theology, and in 2017 for Church Fellowship and Partner Relations. He was a plenary speaker at

the Annual Symposium on the Lutheran Confessions in Fort Wayne in both 2011 and 2018, and a regular presence at ILC conferences, LCMS Mission Summits, district pastors' conferences, and theological gatherings around the world.

Collver was also a frequent and sought-after voice on Issues, Etc., the Lutheran talk radio program produced by Lutheran Public Radio—the premier confessional Lutheran media platform of its era, reaching tens of thousands of listeners weekly with its tagline "Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ." Between 2009 and 2017, he appeared on the program thirty-one times, ranging across virtually the full scope of his responsibilities and expertise. His earliest appearances came when he was still at LCMS World Relief and Human Care: he discussed the ordination of women and homosexuality in August 2009, and Haitian relief efforts in February 2010. After his appointment as Director of Church Relations, the topics expanded: the biblical terms Witness, Mercy, and Fellowship (November 2010); natural law and the ordination of women (February 2011); mercy in body and soul (May 2011); angels (September 2011); the global Christian population with Pew Forum researcher Conrad Hackett (December 2011); early Lutheran missions to India, Nigeria, and Papua New Guinea (February 2012); the blessing of persecution (May 2014); the defrocking of Lutheran pastors in Finland (April 2015); the theology and practice of confessional Lutheran missions (December 2015); the Norwegian Lutheran Church's decision to allow homosexual marriage (April 2016); Catholic-Lutheran relations and Pope Francis's meetings with LWF representatives (October–November 2016); the World Communion of Reformed Churches and the Joint Declaration on Justification (July 2017); Roman Catholicism and the anniversary of the Reformation (July 2017); and Lutheran worldwide (August 2017). The breadth and frequency of these appearances—spanning mercy work, missions theology, church discipline, ecumenical relations, and the Reformation heritage—testify to his standing as one of the most publicly engaged and broadly knowledgeable theological voices in confessional American Lutheranism during this period.



A Statistical Portrait of the Travels

The travel record assembled in these volumes is, by any measure, extraordinary. Between 2005 and 2019, Collver made 225 recorded trips—an average of roughly sixteen trips per year, or more than one trip every three weeks for fourteen years. Many of these trips lasted two to three weeks; some lasted a month or more. The aggregate time away from home exceeded 1,500 days—more than four full years spent in transit or on assignment.

He visited 61 countries on six continents. The countries in his record span every inhabited region of the globe, from the refugee camps of Uganda to the seminaries of Siberia, from the Lutheran communities of Papua New Guinea to the cathedral cities of central Europe. Thirteen of those countries were in Africa, thirteen in the Americas, thirteen in the Asia-Pacific region, two in Central Asia, nineteen in Europe, and one in the Middle East.

The travel was not evenly distributed across destinations. Germany appears most frequently—as the seat of the ILC's headquarters in Berlin, as the location of Wittenberg and the ILSW, and as a hub for European connections. Kenya, Ethiopia, the Netherlands (as a transit hub), the Czech Republic, Russia, and Indonesia also recur regularly. Some destinations were visited once and never returned to; others—Kenya, Russia, Madagascar, Germany, Ethiopia— became almost second homes.

Category Figure

Total recorded trips (2005–2019) 225

Countries visited 61 (6 continents)

Countries in Africa 13

Countries in the Americas 13

Countries in Asia-Pacific 13

Countries in Central Asia 2

Countries in Europe 19

Countries in the Middle East 1

Estimated miles flown ~1,135,000

Days away from home (estimated) ~1,528

New church fellowships, 2010–2019 9 active tenure + 4 at 2019 Convention

Partner churches (full fellowship, 2018)

35

Church bodies tracked (2018) 106

The travel serves as a kind of biography in itself. Reading the itineraries and trip reports chronologically—as these volumes invite the reader to do—one can watch the scope of the work expand year by year, the relationships deepen, the crises emerge and recede, the theological conversations develop. One can see the development of the ILC from an informal fellowship body to a constituted legal organization with executive staff and a formal conference structure. One can watch the Global Seminary Initiative take shape and begin to bear fruit. One can trace the arc of individual relationships—with EECMY leaders in Ethiopia, with seminary professors in Siberia, with church presidents in Latin America—from initial contact to deep mutual trust.



About These Volumes: A Guide for the Reader

The documents collected in these volumes have been organized chronologically, from two antecedent documents dated 1991 and 1997 through the final documents of 2023, with the core record spanning 2005 through 2019. Each document is preceded by a separator page identifying the date, title, and principal location or subject of the document. The volumes include a master Table of Contents listing every document, its date, and its page number.

The collection encompasses more than 225 documents—trip reports, meeting minutes, agendas, fellowship agreements, church body descriptions, theological position papers, itineraries, and related correspondence. Some documents are formal; others are informal working papers. Some were written for internal LCMS or ILC use; others were prepared for publication or public presentation. The collection spans from 2005 through 2023, with the later documents (2022–2023) representing the continuation and fruition of programs Collver founded during his

active ministry years. Taken together, they constitute an unusually complete record of international Lutheran ministry during a critical period.

Because the collection is large—roughly 2,500 pages in its printed form—it has been divided into four volumes: Volume I (2005–2010, with the two antecedent documents), Volume II (2011–2012), Volume III (2013–2014), and Volume IV (2015–2023). Each volume is self- contained, opening with this introduction, a world map of the sixty-one countries visited, a statistical analysis of the travels, and its own table of contents.

For the reader approaching these materials for the first time, several entry points may be helpful. Those interested in ecumenical relations may wish to begin with the ILC-PCPCU dialogue documents (2013–2018) or the ILC World Conference proceedings (Buenos Aires 2015, Antwerp 2018). Those interested in Africa may wish to follow the sequence of Kenya and Ethiopia reports, which trace a sustained engagement with East African Lutheranism over more than a decade. Those interested in the theology of fellowship may wish to read the EECMY partnership agreement documents alongside Collver's published articles on Augustana VII. Those interested in humanitarian ministry may wish to begin with the Haiti reports of 2010.

Whatever the point of entry, the reader will find here a record of extraordinary commitment—of a man who gave his best years and considerable gifts to the service of the Gospel in its Lutheran expression, across more than sixty countries and countless miles, in the conviction that the church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic, and that its unity and fidelity are worth the cost of the journey.

†




Chronological Summary of Ministry Highlights (2005–



2023)

The following summary provides a year-by-year overview of the principal milestones of Collver's ministry during the period covered by these volumes. It is intended as a reference companion to the primary documents and as an orientation for readers who wish to situate a particular document in its broader context.

2005 — The First Journeys

Teaching residency in Novosibirsk, Russia (October). Presentation at Metro-Detroit East Pastors' Study Group. Visiting Assistant Professor, Concordia University Ann Arbor. First international travels in LCMS service. Publication in Logia on In Statu Confessionis.

2006 — World Relief and Human Care

Appointed Executive Pastoral Assistant, LCMS World Relief and Human Care. Travel to Indonesia and Hong Kong (September). Presentations at Rocky Mountain District and Southern Indian District Pastors' Conferences. Keynote at Lutheran Liturgical Prayer Brotherhood. First LCMS-focused article on deacons and mercy ministry.

2007 — Africa, Brazil, Russia

Attended as guest the White House Compassion in Action Roundtable on malaria in Africa (February 15), chaired by First Lady Laura Bush, representing LCMS World Relief and Human Care. First Madagascar visit (February). Kenya and South Africa (September). International Luther Congress, Canoas, Brazil (July). Teaching residency in Novosibirsk, Russia (October– November). Project Wittenberg, Berlin (April). Co-coordinated Themba Girls benefit, Sheldon Concert Hall, St. Louis. CHI 33rd Annual Awards Banquet (November 8): received Award of Commendation for 'Lay Elders: A Brief Overview of Their Origin in the Missouri Synod' (Concordia Journal, 2006).

2008 — Asia and Africa

Travel to Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, and India (February). Medical Mercy Team, Kenya (October). Interview on Kenyan National Television. Wittenberg, Germany (November).

2009 — Russia and South Africa

Teaching residency, Novosibirsk (May). Lutheran Conference, South Africa (August). Multiple district convention presentations across the United States. Wrote Bible Studies on Ezra, Nehemiah, Hosea, Joel, Amos for Concordia Publishing House.

2010 — Haiti and the Beginning of Church Relations

Appointed Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President, LCMS; installed at the LCMS International Center September 13. Three trips to Haiti in January–February following the catastrophic earthquake. Visits to Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Kazakhstan, Czech Republic, Poland, Germany, Russia, South Korea. Fellowship recognized between LCMS and the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (December). 64th Regular Convention of the LCMS, Houston.

2011 — Czech Republic, Africa, the Americas

Chairman of LCMS Global Seminary Initiative begins. Visits to Czech Republic, Kenya, Dominican Republic, Argentina, Norway/Sweden (brief), Lithuania, Latvia, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia (December–January 2012). Ecumenical discussions with NALC (December) and ACNA (October). 34th Annual Symposium on the Lutheran Confessions, Fort Wayne.

2012 — Indonesia, Haiti, Geneva, Papua New Guinea, Finland

Began serving the International Lutheran Council in an executive secretarial capacity (the formal titles—Executive Secretary, then General Secretary—came with incorporation in 2017 and at Antwerp in 2018). Travel to Haiti, Indonesia, Geneva, Papua New Guinea, Finland, Singapore, Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa, Czech Republic. LCMS and GLC-PNG National Pastors' Conference (Papua New Guinea, ~1,000 attendees). Organized International Conference on

Confessional Leadership near Atlanta (fall 2012): over 120 Lutheran leaders from around the world gathered for edification and encouragement, with support from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation and the Lutheran Church Extension Fund.

2013 — 65th LCMS Convention, Rome, Africa, Latin America, Russia, ILC Dialogue

65th Regular LCMS Convention, St. Louis (July 20–25): Collver served as Protocol Officer and introduced international guests on the convention floor. Convention adopted Res. 1-01A (Global Seminary Initiative, 986 Yes/12 No); Res. 4-01 (Liberia fellowship, 946 Yes/7 No); Res. 4-02 (Siberian ELC fellowship, 965 Yes/3 No); Res. 4-03 (Togo, unanimous); Res. 4-04 (ILC affirmation, 981 Yes/6 No). Collver introduced Archbishop Ekong (Nigeria), Rector Streltsov (Siberia), and Bishop Bolay (Liberia) on the floor. ILC-PCPCU Informal Dialogue begins (November, Rome). Travel to Guatemala, South Africa, Germany, Japan, France, Netherlands, Czech Republic, Russia, Kenya, Madagascar, Tanzania. Vatican meeting, ILC–PCPCU, November 18.

2014 — Ethiopia, Kenya, Turkey, Nicaragua, South America

EECMY-LCMS Partnership Agreement signed (November 17). Travel to Kenya (January– February; March), Istanbul (June), Nicaragua (May), Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina (July– August), Germany, Netherlands, London. Director of Regional Operations, Office of International Mission (through June 2015). Presented mission update to LCMS Council of Presidents (September 20–23, St. Louis): 137 LCMS workers in 36 countries; $1.2M invested in Global Seminary Initiative for FY2013–14, serving 150 students across Ethiopia, Togo, Russia, Tanzania, and Madagascar.

2015 — Argentina, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Norway

ILC 25th World Conference, Buenos Aires (September). Mongolia visit, Ulaanbaatar (June). Norway protocol agreement signed (March 7); Norwegian Lutheran Mission delegation hosted in St. Louis (August). Travel to London (January), Geneva (January), UAE, Hong Kong, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, Nigeria, Germany, Netherlands, France. ILSW Conference, Wittenberg (May).

2016 — Ethiopia, South Sudan, Uganda, Russia, Ukraine, Latvia, Wittenberg, Multiple Fellowships

Appointed Senior Managing Director (Deployed), ILSW, Wittenberg. Reformation 500th anniversary programming begins. Full trip record for the June–August quarter, per the Church Relations Report to BOD, BIM, and CTCR: April 11–15: Speaker at EECMY Pastors' Conference on Sola Scriptura, Gudina Tumsa Retreat Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — co-speakers Rev. Dr. John Denninger, Rev. Dr. Yared Halche, and Rev. Allan Buss. May 23–26: LCMS Theological Professors Conference, Irvine, California. June 1–6: European Lutheran Conference, Antwerp, Belgium. June 10: Mill Neck Board of Directors, New York. June 13–15: Visit with Lutherans in Bogotá, Colombia. June 18–23: Speaker at Workshop on "Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church)," Gudina Tumsa Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia — approximately 138 attendees from all 24 EECMY church units and Addis Ababa congregations; co-speakers Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (CTSFW) and Deaconess Faith Swenson; workshop presented Lutheran

Scriptural teaching on the roles of male and female in the church and family; the EECMY sent a formal letter of thanks. July 7–14: 66th Regular LCMS Convention, Milwaukee — Collver addressed the convention on global Lutheranism (Psalm 22:27), introduced church leaders from ~20 countries, and formally presented each new fellowship partner on the floor; six fellowship resolutions adopted unanimously (Norway, Uruguay, Guatemala, Venezuela, Kazakhstan, Chile); ILC affirmed by Res. 5-07. July 16–20: LCMS Youth Gathering, New Orleans. July 26–28: Evangelical Mekane Yesus Lutheran Fellowship in North America, Minneapolis. August 1–5: 20th Anniversary Summer Seminar, Novosibirsk, Russia. August 6–8: Consecration of Bishop Hans Jönsson, Riga, Latvia. August 9–11: Protocol agreement signed with DELKU and SELCU, Odessa, Ukraine. August 12–15: ILSW managing director transition (farewell to Rev. David Mahsman; welcome of Ms. Kristin Lange), Wittenberg, Germany. August 22–23: Global Seminary Initiative video shoot, Fort Wayne, Indiana. August 28–29: ILSW Managing Director Meeting, Topeka, Kansas. Additional travel that year: Norway/Sweden (January), Uganda/South Sudan (February–March), Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, France, UK, Tanzania, Kenya, Madagascar. ILC-PCPCU Dialogue, Paderborn (October). ILC World Seminaries Conference, Wittenberg (October). New fellowships: Chile, Kazakhstan, Uruguay, Guatemala (renewed), Venezuela (renewed).

2017 — Reformation 500, Philippines, Japan, Turkey, Canada, Ukraine

LLDP protocol agreement signed (January) by LCMS President Harrison, CTSFW President Dr. Lawrence Rast, Collver, and ILC EC Chairman Dr. Kintz, establishing the Lutheran Leadership Development Program with $500,000 CPH grant. ILC formally incorporated; Collver appointed Executive Secretary of ILC, Inc. (September). SELK Reformation Jubilee, Berlin/Wittenberg (June). 500th Anniversary of the Reformation celebrations in Wittenberg (July–August). International Congress for Luther Research, Wittenberg. Travel to Philippines, Japan, Ukraine, Turkey, Geneva, Canada, Germany, France. ILC-LWF Consultation, Geneva (April). Eastern European Lutheran Bishops Conference, Odessa.

2018 — ILC 26th Conference, Australia, Taiwan, Nigeria, Belgium, Latvia

ILC 26th World Conference, Antwerp (September 25–28): Collver compiled 160-page conference book, served as liturgist at opening worship, introduced the conference theme “Ecclesiology and Ecumenism”, and delivered the Executive Secretary’s historical report. 17 new member churches admitted representing 4.15 million Lutherans (total ILC now 54 bodies, ~7.15M members); Malagasy Lutheran Church (4M members) among new admissions. Title changed to General Secretary. "Brief History of the ILC" address delivered. ILC-PCPCU Dialogue, Bleckmar (September). LCMS-ELCT Partnership Agreement signed. Travel to Nigeria, Japan, Taiwan, Germany, Madagascar, France, Belgium, Latvia, South Korea, Australia (LCA Convention, October 4).

2019 — Berlin and Transition

Final year of international service. Employment as Director of Church Relations concluded March 11, 2019, at age 46. Berlin trip (February). LLDP first cohort convenes at the Old Latin School in Wittenberg (February 18–March 1); Collver quoted in ILC announcement (January 15): "We are grateful for our partners in this project, and are excited to work with them in raising up a new generation of global Confessional Lutheran leaders." Breath of God, Yet Work of Man

released as first LLDP course resource (Schaum and Collver, CPH). The St. Louis Post-Dispatch noted his departure on March 22, 2019, reporting that under his leadership the ILC had grown from 33 to 53 church bodies—an addition of 20 new member churches during his tenure—and quoting ILC Chairman Hans-Jörg Voigt: "Dr. Collver's service to the International Lutheran Council and world Lutheranism has been extraordinary, with far reaching results and accomplishments." CHI Award of Commendation for "A Brief History of the ILC" (November 2019 banquet). Transition to Vacancy Pastor at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Ironton, Missouri; subsequently to Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School, Troy, Illinois (2020).

2020–2021 — Installation at St. Paul's, Troy, Illinois

Installed as Pastor of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School, Troy, Illinois on August 30, 2020 (noted in the Troy Times-Tribune). St. Paul's holds services Saturday evening and Sunday morning with Holy Communion at each. Continued involvement in LCMS and ILC network in advisory and teaching capacities. LLDP cohort completes first year of study. Three Doves Kennel operational — English Springer Spaniels bred for conformation, hunt tests, and performance sports.

2022 — LLDP Commencement and Continued Teaching

First LLDP commencement ceremony, November 17, Troy, Illinois. Collver delivered commencement address and served as thesis advisor to two of the four graduates. Taught MAL504 "Lutheran Mission, Ecclesiology, and Ecumenism" at St. Paul's Troy as part of the LLDP curriculum (November 7–18). The program's first graduates—pastors from partner churches in Africa and elsewhere—received their degrees, marking the fruition of the LLDP initiative Collver co-founded in 2017.

2023 — Teaching World Lutheranism and Ecumenism

November 6–17: LLDP 8th session at Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne. Collver (serving as "former ILC General Secretary") taught the course on World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement for a new cohort of three students from Africa and Tanzania. The continuation of the LLDP program demonstrated the lasting institutional legacy of Collver's international work—programs he initiated that continued to bear fruit beyond his active tenure.

2026 — Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway

January 2026: Joined the board of the Friends of the Lutheran Church in Norway (FOLCIN), an organization supporting confessional Lutheran witness in Norway. Board membership renews formal engagement with Norwegian Lutheranism that had grown through more than a decade of church relations work, including Collver’s central role in establishing LCMS–Lutheran Church in Norway fellowship (2014–2015). Three Doves Kennel earns AKC Breeder of Merit designation. On June 8, Collver launched Lutheran Lectionary (lectionary.collver.biz), the open-source rebirth of his 1996 shareware program Calendar Explorer.



A Word of Gratitude and Purpose

These volumes exist because of many people. They exist because of the presidents of the LCMS— The Rev. Gerald B. Kieschnick, LL.D. honoris causa, and The Rev. Matthew C. Harrison, LL.D. honoris causa, D.D. honoris causa—who trusted Collver with extraordinary responsibilities and gave him the freedom to pursue them with his characteristic combination of theological seriousness and pastoral warmth. They exist because of the ILC member churches around the world, whose leaders welcomed him, argued with him, prayed with him, and shared with him their vision of what Lutheran Christianity can be in its global expression. They exist because of colleagues at the LCMS International Center in St. Louis who managed the logistical demands of an office that was, much of the time, physically located on the other side of the world.

They exist, most of all, because the work itself mattered. The churches Collver visited were not abstractions. They were communities of real people—pastors trained in difficult circumstances, congregations worshipping in languages he could not speak, seminary students studying theology with resources that most American Christians would consider inadequate, families who found in the Lutheran confession a clarity and a comfort that sustained them through suffering and uncertainty. The documents in these volumes are, at bottom, the record of a series of encounters: between one Lutheran pastor from Michigan and the global family of churches that share his confession.

These volumes also exist because of a family who gave generously of the time and presence they were owed. The hundreds of days away from home—the missed dinners and school events, the weeks of silence across twelve time zones—were made possible by the patience, support, and love of Collver's wife, Terra, and their children, Christopher and Kaitlyn. Ministry of this scope and duration is never the work of one person alone. That Terra bore its weight with grace and held the home together through years of sustained absence is an act of partnership and sacrifice that no travel archive can adequately capture. These volumes belong to her as much as to the man whose name appears on them.

It is the hope of all who have contributed to the assembly of these volumes that they will serve not only as a historical record but as an encouragement—evidence that the confession of the Gospel is alive and active in every corner of the world, that Lutheran churches in Liberia and Mongolia and the Nuba Mountains and Siberia and rural Madagascar are not curiosities but members of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, and that the work of connecting them to one another and to the broader fellowship of confessional Lutheranism is worth every mile.

Soli Deo Gloria
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Report Dr. John G. Nordling, CTS Fort Wayne For service at Jonathan Ekong Memorial Lutheran Seminary, Obot Idim, Nigeria 19 – 28 August 2015

I have had the privilege of teaching selections of the Gospel according to St. Matthew at Jonathan Ekong Memorial Lutheran Seminary (JEMLS), Obot Idim, Ibesikpo Asutan Local Government Area, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. The opportunity to teach this class and conduct a three-day conference for the bishops and pastors of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria (LCN) presented itself when I received a telephone call in mid-June from Dr. Timothy Quill, asking me if I’d be interested in pursuing this venture. The next step was to receive permission from Dr. Charles Gieschen, Academic Dean at CTS, and to make arrangements for my tutor, Mr. Evan Scamman, to finish teaching my Greek class and administer the final exam in my absence (Summer Greek ended on 21 August). Rev. David Erber provided much helpful advice on the teaching objectives of the trip, and LCMS World-Mission helped me with all the “ins-and-outs” of securing a Nigerian Visa. I hammered out a syllabus before leaving the States, but didn’t realize it would require an extra day to reach the seminary near Uyo, a plane-flight away from Lagos. Archbishop Christian Ekong was at the airport in Lagos to meet me personally when I got off the plane, heavily encumbered by books for the students and the seminary library. After a restful night’s sleep, Archbishop Ekong and I determined over breakfast what my duties would be: I would spend the first five days teaching Matthew to the so-called “sandwich students” (older professional students, considering the office of the ministry), and then spend the final three days conducting a conference for the bishops of the LCN at the church headquarters across the street from the seminary. In sizing up the situation I realized it would best for me to spend each of my five days with the students on one of the five discourses Dr. David P. Scaer has identified in his book (which we used for this course) Discourses in Matthew: Jesus Teaches the Church (St. Louis: Concordia, 2004). So my teaching adhered to the following schedule:

Wed. 19 August Matt. 5-7

Sermon on the Mount

Thur. 20 August Matt. 9:35 – 11:1

Office of the Ministry

Fri. 21 August Matt. 12:46 – 13:53

Parables

Mon. 24 August Matt. 18:1 – 19:2

Life in the Church

Tues. 25 August Matt. 23:1 – 26:1

Last Judgment

Instruction for the Gospel of Matthew class took place at about 9:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. daily (roughly 4 hours of instruction per day). The sandwich students had only recently begun their Greek instruction, so there was no need to project the Greek text of Matthew onto a screen. We worked through the texts together, drawing connections from pertinent Greek words and parallel passages. Obviously, due to time constraints we could not do sufficient justice to the entirety of the Gospel of Matthew; nevertheless, the focus upon the five discourses did impress upon the students the importance of the teaching-blocks in Matthew, and their connections to the historical portions of the gospel: the genealogy, infancy narratives, the arrest, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. I brought 10 copies of Discourses with me in my luggage and gave one copy of the book to each of my students,

with two left over for the library. Also in my luggage were some commentaries on Matthew’s gospel from our seminary library in Fort Wayne intended for the JEMLS library at Obot Idim which were joyously received by Dr. Michael Adoga, the seminary rector.

The final three days I had the great joy of leading the bishops of the LCN in exegetical studies of Matthew (Wednesday 26 August), Philemon (Thursday 27 August), and Philippians (Friday 28 August). The first day there were perhaps 80 bishops/pastors in attendance because it was scheduled before remarks Archbishop Ekong delivered regarding the building of a new dormitory at the seminary. Most of the clergy then went home, save for 12-14 bishops who stayed on for my lectures the remaining two days. For the first day (on Matthew) I was able to focus upon highlights of my preceding five days of teaching the gospel to the students. For the Philemon day I was of course able to draw on insights gained from writing the commentary on Philemon for the Concordia Commentary Series (Philemon. CCS [Concordia, 2004]); and for the Philippians day I shared discoveries drawn from my writing of the Text Notes for the volume on Philippians I am under contract to write for the CCS. They were an appreciative group: hungry to learn, with many good questions toward the end of my presentations. Archbishop Ekong said that the opportunities for the bishops to have an in-depth study of the Word of God are limited, so all of the pastors were most appreciative of my efforts.

On Sunday 23 August I preached at Village Church of Atai Nto-obo Etim Ekpo L.G.A., LCN, about an hour out of Uyo. It was a service of commissioning of the Rev. Nathaniel Sunday Idungafa. Hence, six smaller congregations met together in the one church building—with synodical and district personnel, two choirs, 12 clergy and their families, and perhaps 300 in attendance. I preached on John 6:60 (“A Hard Word”) and the sermon was simultaneously translated into Ibibio by a young pastor (one of my students in the Matthew class). Rev. Charles Wokema was the celebrant for the Lord’s Supper which followed the Lutheran Service Book, and a public statement was made that only those instructed in the Lutheran faith should come forward for the Sacrament. The service lasted 3 hours, then a luncheon afterwards in the pastor’s parsonage for the clergy and their wives. It was a great opportunity for me to get out of Uyo and see authentic Lutheran life in the Nigerian countryside.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Archbishop Ekong, Dr. Adoga, and several pastors who prepared for my personal safety, got me through long lines at the airport, Mr. Echo (driver) who got me to seminary through challenging traffic, etc. Also, while I was pretty much restricted to my hotel room for the two week period (for the sake of security) I did enjoy my accommodation at the Jeirian Guest House, enjoyed authentic Nigerian food there daily, slept well in air-conditioned comfort, and got a lot of work done (I brought articles along to read). Also worth mentioning was the special party the sandwich students threw for me on my last full day in Nigeria, and their kind gift to me of Nigerian kingly attire (beaded hat, shirt, robe, cane, bracelet, necklace). Also, I thank Dr. and Mrs. Adoga for finding Nigerian fabric for me at local markets which I brought home for my wife, Sara, as my anniversary present to her. Sara loves the fabric and will

make several dresses. I hope that I can return to Nigeria soon to teach an intensive at the seminary when they are in full session, and to meet with the bishops and pastors again.

Sincerely,

Dr. John G. Nordling Associate Professor of Exegetical Theology Concordia Theological Seminary 6600 N. Clinton Street Fort Wayne, IN 46815
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Kiev/Odessa 28 August - 04 September Comfort + on all Delta/KLM flights with free upgrade Amsterdam to Kiev Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Date: Thu, Aug Subject: Fwd: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Kiev/Odessa 28 August - 04 September Comfort + on all Delta/KLM flights with free upgrade Amsterdam to Kiev To: President Robert Bugbee president@lutheranchurch.ca Robert See below..: thanks for the reminder -Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD Director of Church RelationsAssistant to the President Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod +1-636-751-3970 (mobile) Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse any typos. Begin forwarded message: From: Rachel Arnold rachel@Travelplex.com Date: August CDT To: Catharine O'Neill Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org , "quilltim@aol.com" quilltim@aol.com Cc: "collverab3@gmail.com" collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Kiev/Odessa 28 August - 04 September Comfort + on all Delta/KLM flights with free upgrade Amsterdam to Kiev TravelPlex Travel and Cruises 726 N New Ballas Rd St. Louis MO Travel Consultant:Rachel Arnold Trip Locator: 2YP32E ALBERT.B COLLVER Friday 28 August 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 1832 Status: Confirmed Depart: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Airline Ref: H8ZXXF Saint Louis, MO, US Seat: 12B -Confirmed 2:05 PM Class: U-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 451 Arrive: Detroit Wayne County Airport Travel Time: 1:31 Detroit, MI, US Stopovers: 0 4:36 PM Aircraft: Boeing 717 Terminal EM Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Friday 28 August 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0134 Status: Confirmed Depart: Detroit Wayne County Airport Airline Ref: H8ZXXF Detroit, MI, US Seat: 24B -Confirmed

6:42 PM Class: U-Coach Class Terminal EM Mileage: 3920 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 7:23 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 Saturday, August Aircraft: Boeing 747-400 Meal Service: Dinner Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Saturday 29 August 2015 Air KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Flight KL 1385 Status: Confirmed Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: ZC4X25 Amsterdam, NL Seat: 02C -Confirmed 9:25 AM Class: Z-Business Class Mileage: 1119 Arrive: Kiev Borispol Airport Travel Time: 2:45 Kiev, UA Stopovers: 0 1:10 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737 All Series Meal Service: Meal Remarks: Frequent Flyer- KLM Royal Dutch Airlines DL6804798996 Monday 31 August 2015 Air Ukraine International Airlines - Flight PS 0057 Status: Confirmed Depart: Kiev Borispol Airport Airline Ref: R13Y3 Kiev, UA Seat: 9:50 AM Class: V-Coach Class Mileage: 268 Arrive: Odessa Central Airport Travel Time: 1:00 Odessa, UA Stopovers: 0 10:50 AM Aircraft: Boeing 737-500 Meal Service: No Meal Service Remarks: Friday 4 September 2015 Air KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Flight KL 3134 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY UKRAINE INTL Depart: Odessa Central Airport Airline Ref: ZC4X25 Odessa, UA Seat: 12D -Confirmed 7:45 AM Class: B-Coach Class Mileage: 268 Arrive: Kiev Borispol Airport Travel Time: 1:05 Kiev, UA Stopovers: 0 8:50 AM Aircraft: Boeing 737-500 Meal Service: No Meal Service Remarks: Frequent Flyer- KLM Royal Dutch Airlines DL6804798996 Friday 4 September 2015 Air KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Flight KL 3097 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY UKRAINE INTL Depart: Kiev Borispol Airport Airline Ref: ZC4X25 Kiev, UA Seat: 21D -Confirmed 9:50 AM Class: B-Coach Class Mileage: 1119 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 3:05 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 11:55 AM Aircraft: Boeing 737 All Series Meal Service: No Meal Service Remarks: Frequent Flyer- KLM Royal Dutch Airlines DL6804798996 Friday 4 September 2015 Air D lt Ai Li I Fli ht DL 0075 St t C fi d

Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0075 Status: Confirmed Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: H8ZXXF Amsterdam, NL Seat: 18E -Confirmed 1:25 PM Class: U-Coach Class Mileage: 4393 Arrive: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport Travel Time: 9:56 Atlanta, GA, US Stopovers: 0 5:21 PM Aircraft: Boeing 767-400 Terminal I Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Friday 4 September 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0917 Status: Confirmed Depart: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport Airline Ref: H8ZXXF Atlanta, GA, US Seat: 22C -Confirmed 8:08 PM Class: U-Coach Class Terminal S Mileage: 485 Arrive: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Travel Time: 1:40 Saint Louis, MO, US Stopovers: 0 8:48 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737 All Series Terminal 1 Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Ticketing Information Issue Date Passenger Name Transaction Type Document Number Invoice Number Amount Currency 10AUG COLLVER/ALBERTB Electronic Ticket 0067637633878 690255 1386.10 USD Baggage Allowance Information Baggage Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US - AmsterdamSchiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL Bag 1 - NO FEE - UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM Bag UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG Baggage Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US Bag 1 - NO FEE - UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM Bag UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG BAGGAGE DISCOUNTS MAY APPLY BASED ON FREQUENT FLYER STATUS/ONLINE CHECKIN/FORM OF PAYMENT/MILITARY/ETC. Carry On Allowance Information Carry On Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US - Detroit Wayne County Airport, Detroit, MI, US Bag 1 - NO FEE - PERSONAL ITEM Carry On Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - Detroit Wayne County Airport, Detroit, MI, US - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam NL

Amsterdam, NL Bag 1 - NO FEE - PERSONAL ITEM Carry On Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL - Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Atlanta, GA, US Bag 1 - NO FEE - PERSONAL ITEM Carry On Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Delta Air Lines Inc - Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Atlanta, GA, US - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US Bag 1 - NO FEE - PERSONAL ITEM Embargo Allowance Information Delta Air Lines Inc - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US - Detroit Wayne County Airport, Detroit, MI, US MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG Delta Air Lines Inc - Detroit Wayne County Airport, Detroit, MI, US - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG Delta Air Lines Inc - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL - Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Atlanta, GA, US MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG Delta Air Lines Inc - Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport, Atlanta, GA, US - St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport, Saint Louis, MO, US MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSDL.BAGG 10AUG COLLVER/ALBERTB Electronic Ticket 0067637633879 690256 1030.60 USD Baggage Allowance Information Baggage Allowance: 2 Piece Plan KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev, UA Bag 1 - NO FEE - UPTO70LB/32KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM Bag 2 - NO FEE - UPTO70LB/32KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSKL.BAGG Baggage Allowance: 1 Piece Plan KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Odessa Central Airport, Odessa, UA - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL Bag 1 - NO FEE - UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO62LI/158LCM Bag 2 - 1744UAH - UPTO50LB/23KG AND UPTO115LI/292LCM MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSKL.BAGG BAGGAGE DISCOUNTS MAY APPLY BASED ON FREQUENT FLYER STATUS/ONLINE CHECKIN/FORM OF PAYMENT/MILITARY/ETC. Carry On Allowance Information Carry On Allowance: Ukraine International Airlines - Odessa Central Airport, Odessa, UA - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev, UA Carry On Allowance: Ukraine International Airlines - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev, UA - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL Carry On Allowance: 2 Piece Plan KLM Royal Dutch Airlines - Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, NL - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev,

UA Bag 1 - NO FEE - UPTO9KG AND UPTO45LI/115LCM Bag 2 - NO FEE - UPTO9KG AND UPTO45LI/115LCM 10AUG COLLVER/ALBERT.B Electronic Ticket 5667637633880 690257 125.40 USD Baggage Allowance Information Baggage Allowance: 1 Piece Plan Ukraine International Airlines - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev, UA - Odessa Central Airport, Odessa, UA Bag 1 - - BAGGAGE CHARGES DATA NOT AVAILABLE Bag 2 - 582UAH - UPTO70LB/32KG MYTRIPANDMORE.COM/BAGGAGEDETAILSPS.BAGG BAGGAGE DISCOUNTS MAY APPLY BASED ON FREQUENT FLYER STATUS/ONLINE CHECKIN/FORM OF PAYMENT/MILITARY/ETC. Carry On Allowance Information Carry On Allowance: Ukraine International Airlines - Kiev Borispol Airport, Kiev, UA - Odessa Central Airport, Odessa, UA 10AUG COLLVER/ALBERT.B Misc Charge 8900656573973 690257 35.00 USD

10AUG COLLVER/ALBERT.B Misc Charge 8900656573972 690256 35.00 USD

10AUG COLLVER/ALBERT.B Misc Charge 8900656573971 690255 35.00 USD

Agency Remarks PLEASE REVIEW FOR ACCURATE PASSENGER NAMES/DATES AND TIMES ADVISE IMMEDIATELY ANY DISCREPENCIES WITHIN 24 HOURS OF RECEIVING YOUR CONFIRMATION IF NOT NOTIFIED TRAVELPLEX WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR PENALTIES OR FEES FOR AFTER HOUR EMERGENGY ASSISTANCE 24/7 CALL 1800-559-1430 USE CODE P367 BUSINESS HOURS 830A-5PM MON-FRI 314-569-1900 BAGGAGE FEES MAY APPLY FOR MORE INFO SEE WWW.AIRLINEBAGFEES.COM Rachel Arnold TravelPlex Travel and Cruises a division of Tzell Travel rarnold01@charter.net rachel@travelplex.com

rachel@travelplex.com 314-578-1655-cell
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: FW: Kazakhstan Flight Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: O'Neill, Catharine Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org Date: Mon, May Subject: FW: Kazakhstan Flight To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com CC: O'Neill, Catharine Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org Are you OKAY with making the change per the message below? $30.00 penalty is all.

From: Rachel Arnold [mailto:rarnold01@charter.net] Sent: Monday, May To: O'Neill, Catharine Subject: RE: Kazakhstan Flight

Howdy: It would be the same exact schedule he has now same flights and times we could move it to the 3rd - He would only have to pay a penalty of $30.00 to make the change.

Saturday 6 June 2015 Air Air China - Flight CA 0902 Status: Confirmed Depart: Ulaanbaatar Buyant Uhaa Airport Airline Ref: MHLH6N Ulan Bator, MN Seat: 12:50 PM Class: H-Coach Class Mileage: 724 Arrive: Beijing Capital Airport Travel Time: 2:25 Beijing, CN Stopovers: 0 2:15 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-800 Terminal 3 Meal Service: Meal Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Air China DL6804798996 Saturday 6 June 2015 Air Hainan Airlines - Flight HU 7933 Status: Confirmed Depart: Beijing Capital Airport Airline Ref: MHLH6N Beijing, CN Seat: 7:10 PM Class: L-Economy Class

Terminal 2 Mileage: 2036 Arrive: Almaty Airport Travel Time: 5:20 Almaty, KZ Stopovers: 0 10:30 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-800 Meal Service: Dinner Remarks:

From: O'Neill, Catharine [mailto:Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org] Sent: Monday, May To: Rachel Arnold Cc: O'Neill, Catharine Subject: RE: Kazakhstan Flight

Well as far as I know, he’s still using the original tickets you sent us departing on the 31st. So after that, you can make the change(s) per Tony’s email below and let me see the itinerary before you finalize it.

Thanks!

CLO

From: Rachel Arnold [mailto:rarnold01@charter.net] Sent: Monday, May To: O'Neill, Catharine Subject: RE: Kazakhstan Flight

Howdy: Is Dr. Collver still traveling to Mongolia on the 31st? from what I can tell I will need to change the flight on June 6th from Ulaanbaatar to Almaty to June 3rd. Not too clear on the rest though.

Thanks, Rachel

From: O'Neill, Catharine [mailto:Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org] Sent: Monday, May To: Rachel Arnold Cc: O'Neill, Catharine Subject: FW: Kazakhstan Flight

Howdy,

Please see the note below and adjust Dr. Collver’s flights accordingly. Thanks.

Catharine

From: Tony Booker [mailto:tony.booker@lcmsintl.org] Sent: Monday, May To: Albert Collver Cc: Catharine O'Neill; O'Neill, Catharine; Richard Sovitzky Subject: Re: Kazakhstan Flight

Al, Please plan to arrive in Almaty on June 3rd and depart no earlier than the 9th. Gennadij had Novgorodov confirm that he would meet us in Almaty on June 4. The meeting with Baker, Gennadij and Aleksandr Burtsev is scheduled for June 8th and Baker plans to leave yet that night on a red-eye flight to Ulaanbaatar. The conference in Astana begins June 10, I see no reason for you to attend that if you meet with Novgorodov on June 4th regarding Kyrgyzstan. Kindly forward your flight itinerary. Rick and I are planning to first fly to Bishkek on Monday, June 1, then I will meet you in Almaty on June 3. Rick may stay in Bishkek until June 5 so he can spend time with both business offices. I am coordinating this directly with Burtsev, Gennadij and Botobaev. Sincerely, Tony

On Sat, May PM, Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com wrote: Dear Tony, What day do I need to arrive in Kazakhstan? June 3? I can depart on June 8? In regards to Astana ... If the conference is with the other Lutheran church I might be able to stay a day but ... Not sure if it is worth the time right now. Please provide clarity so Catharine can adjust my flights. Thanks -Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD Director of Church RelationsAssistant to the President Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod +1-636-751-3970 (mobile) Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse any typos.
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Mongolia - Almaty - Bishkek - 31 May - 11 June - need passport number to confirm Air Astana - Comfort+ confirmed on Delta operated flights. Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Date: Mon, Apr Subject: Re: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Mongolia - Almaty - Bishkek - 31 May - 11 June - need passport number to confirm Air Astana Comfort+ confirmed on Delta operated flights. To: O'Neill, Catharine Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org OIM -Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD Director of Church RelationsAssistant to the President Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod +1-636-751-3970 (mobile) Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse any typos. On Apr PM, O'Neill, Catharine Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org wrote: Hi Al,

PCard reconciliations today. Who’s paying for your trip to Mongolia?

From: Rachel Arnold [mailto:rarnold01@charter.net] Sent: Wednesday, April To: Collver, Albert; O'Neill, Catharine Subject: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Mongolia - Almaty - Bishkek - 31 May - 11 June - need passport number to confirm Air Astana - Comfort+ confirmed on Delta operated flights.

image001.jpg TravelPlex Travel and Cruises 726 N New Ballas Rd St. Louis MO 63141 314-578-1655-Cell 314-569-1900-Office Travel Consultant:Rachel Arnold Trip Locator: 34SZQY ALBERT.B COLLVER

Sunday 31 May 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 1568 Status: Confirmed Depart: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Airline Ref: HIAEGD Saint Louis, MO, US Seat: 05D -Confirmed 10:15 AM Class: L-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 451 Arrive: Detroit Wayne County Airport Travel Time: 1:29 Detroit, MI, US Stopovers: 0 12:44 PM Aircraft: Airbus A319 Terminal EM Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Sunday 31 May 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0159 Status: Confirmed Depart: Detroit Wayne County Airport Airline Ref: HIAEGD Detroit, MI, US Seat: 23C -Confirmed 3:38 PM Class: L-Coach Class Terminal EM Mileage: 6612 Arrive: Seoul Incheon International Travel Time: 13:32 Seoul, KR Stopovers: 0 Monday, June Aircraft: Boeing 747-400 Meal Service: Dinner Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Monday 1 June 2015 Air Korean Air Lines Inc - Flight KE 0867 Status: Confirmed Depart: Seoul Incheon International Airline Ref: 3QE2CP Seoul, KR Seat: 7:55 PM Class: M-Coach Class Mileage: 1226

Arrive: Ulaanbaatar Buyant Uhaa Airport Travel Time: 4:35 Ulan Bator, MN Stopovers: 0 11:30 PM Aircraft: Airbus A330-300 Meal Service: Meal Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Korean Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Saturday 6 June 2015 Air Air China - Flight CA 0902 Status: Confirmed Depart: Ulaanbaatar Buyant Uhaa Airport Airline Ref: MHLH6N Ulan Bator, MN Seat: 12:50 PM Class: H-Coach Class Mileage: 724 Arrive: Beijing Capital Airport Travel Time: 1:10 Beijing, CN Stopovers: 0 2:00 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-800 Terminal 3 Meal Service: Meal Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Air China DL6804798996 Saturday 6 June 2015 Air Hainan Airlines - Flight HU 7933 Status: Confirmed Depart: Beijing Capital Airport Airline Ref: MHLH6N Beijing, CN Seat: 7:10 PM Class: L-Economy Class Terminal 2 Mileage: 2036 Arrive: Almaty Airport Travel Time: 5:20 Almaty, KZ Stopovers: 0 10:30 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-800 Meal Service: Remarks: Tuesday 9 June 2015 Air - Flight KC 0109 Status: Confirmed

Depart: Almaty Airport Airline Ref: 3QE2CP Almaty, KZ Seat: 6:00 PM Class: H-Economy/Coach Mileage: 127 Arrive: Bishkek Airport Travel Time: 0:55 Bishkek, KG Stopovers: 0 6:55 PM Aircraft: E90 Meal Service: Meal Remarks: NEED PASSPORT NUMBER TO CONFIRM Thursday 11 June 2015 Air Aeroflot Russian Airlines - Flight SU 1883 Status: Confirmed Depart: Bishkek Airport Airline Ref: WKWGDR Bishkek, KG Seat: 6:20 AM Class: E-Coach Class Mileage: 1855 Arrive: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Travel Time: 4:30 Moscow, RU Stopovers: 0 7:50 AM Aircraft: Airbus A321 Terminal D Meal Service: Breakfast Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Aeroflot Russian Airlines DL6804798996 Thursday 11 June 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0467 Status: Confirmed Depart: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Airline Ref: HIAEGD Moscow, RU Seat: 17C -Confirmed 12:10 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal D Mileage: 4672 Arrive: New York John F. Kennedy Int'l Airport Travel Time: 10:08 New York, NY, US Stopovers: 0 3:18 PM Aircraft: 76W Terminal 4 Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Thursday 11 June 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0433 Status: Confirmed Depart: New York John F. Kennedy Int'l Airport Airline Ref: HIAEGD New York, NY, US Seat: 11C -Confirmed 5:55 PM Class: Q-Coach Class Terminal 4 Mileage: 756 Arrive: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International AirportTravel Time: 2:57 Atlanta, GA, US Stopovers: 0 8:52 PM Aircraft: McDonnell Douglas MD80 All Series Terminal S Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Thursday 11 June 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 1426 Status: Confirmed Depart: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International AirportAirline Ref: HIAEGD Atlanta, GA, US Seat: 22C -Confirmed 10:00 PM Class: Q-Coach Class Terminal S
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Novosibirsk and Accra 28 October - 09 November Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Date: Thu, Oct Subject: Fwd: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Novosibirsk and Accra 28 October - 09 November To: Alexei Alexey Streltsov A_Streltsov@hotmail.com -abc3+ Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Director of Church Relations Assistant to the President Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod +1-636-751-3970 (mobile) Sent from my iPad so please excuse any typos. Begin forwarded message: From: "O'Neill, Catharine" Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org Date: October CDT To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: FW: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Novosibirsk and Accra 28 October - 09 November Here is your NOVO itinerary.

From: Rachel Arnold [mailto:rarnold01@charter.net] Sent: Wednesday, October To: O'Neill, Catharine Subject: Confirmation for Dr. Collver to Novosibirsk and Accra 28 October - 09 November

TravelPlex Travel and Cruises 726 N New Ballas Rd St. Louis MO Travel Consultant:Rachel Arnold Trip Locator: OI9LMV

ALBERT.B COLLVER

Wednesday 28 October 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0840 Status: Confirmed Depart: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Airline Ref: HNE7EM Saint Louis, MO, US Seat: 11D -Confirmed 11:30 AM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 451 Arrive: Detroit Wayne County Airport Travel Time: 1:33 Detroit, MI, US Stopovers: 0 2:03 PM Aircraft: McDonnell Douglas MD80 All Series Terminal EM Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Wednesday 28 October 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0132 Status: Confirmed Depart: Detroit Wayne County Airport Airline Ref: HNE7EM Detroit, MI, US Seat: 14B -Confirmed 5:05 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal EM Mileage: 3920 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 7:45 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 Thursday, October Aircraft: Airbus A330-300 Meal Service: Dinner Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Thursday 29 October 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 9650 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: HNE7EM

Amsterdam, NL Seat: 21D -Confirmed 11:40 AM Class: T-Coach Class Mileage: 1343 Arrive: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Travel Time: 3:20 Moscow, RU Stopovers: 0 5:00 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737 All Series Terminal E Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Thursday 29 October 2015 Air Aeroflot Russian Airlines - Flight SU 1548 Status: Confirmed Depart: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Airline Ref: YSZHWR Moscow, RU Seat: -Confirmed 9:15 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal D Mileage: 1736 Arrive: Novosibirsk Tolmachevo Airport Travel Time: 4:00 Novosibirsk, RU Stopovers: 0 Friday, October Aircraft: Airbus A330-300 Terminal A Meal Service: Dinner Remarks: Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Frequent Flyer- Aeroflot Russian Airlines DL6804798996 SEATING RESTRICTED TO AIRPORT CHECKIN Tuesday 3 November 2015 Air Aeroflot Russian Airlines - Flight SU 1549 Status: Confirmed Depart: Novosibirsk Tolmachevo Airport Airline Ref: YSZHWR Novosibirsk, RU Seat: -Confirmed 6:05 AM Class: E-Coach Class Terminal A Mileage: 1736 Arrive: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Travel Time: 4:25 S

Moscow, RU Stopovers: 0 7:30 AM Aircraft: Airbus A330-300 Terminal D Meal Service: Breakfast Remarks: Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Frequent Flyer- Aeroflot Russian Airlines DL6804798996 SEATING RESTRICTED TO AIRPORT CHECKIN Tuesday 3 November 2015 Air Aeroflot Russian Airlines - Flight SU 2550 Status: Confirmed Depart: Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport Airline Ref: YSZHWR Moscow, RU Seat: -Confirmed 10:25 AM Class: K-Coach Class Terminal F Mileage: 1343 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 3:35 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 12:00 PM Aircraft: Airbus A321 Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Requested- Non-Smoking Seat NSST Frequent Flyer- Aeroflot Russian Airlines DL6804798996 Tuesday 3 November 2015 Air Aeroflot Russian Airlines - Flight SU 4302 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: YSZHWR Amsterdam, NL Seat: Requested

Requested

2:25 PM Class: K-Coach Class Mileage: 3240 Arrive: Accra Kotoka Airport Travel Time: 6:35 Accra, GH Stopovers: 0

p 8:00 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737 All Series Terminal 2 Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Requested- Non-Smoking Aisle Seat NSSA Frequent Flyer- Aeroflot Russian Airlines DL6804798996 Monday 9 November 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0479 Status: Confirmed Depart: Accra Kotoka Airport Airline Ref: HNE7EM Accra, GH Seat: 18E -Confirmed 10:00 AM Class: V-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 5119 Arrive: New York John F. Kennedy Int'l Airport Travel Time: 11:27 New York, NY, US Stopovers: 0 4:27 PM Aircraft: 76W Terminal 4 Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Monday 9 November 2015 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 4082 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY ENDEAVOR AIR DBA DELTA CONNECTION Depart: New York John F. Kennedy Int'l Airport Airline Ref: HNE7EM New York, NY, US Seat: 07B -Confirmed 6:23 PM Class: V-Coach Class Terminal 4 Mileage: 1017 Arrive: Minneapolis St. Paul Int'l Airport
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Persian (Iranian) Lutheran Congregation in Berlin On Sunday, 11 January 2015, The Baptism of the Lord, we visited Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Berlin, Germany. Trinity is a SELK congregation (in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod) and a "satellite" congregation of St. Mary's in the Zehlendorf district of Berlin. Pastor Gottfried Martens serves as the senior pastor. The majority of the people who attended Trinity were Persians who had come to Germany from Iran. Most of the attendees were formerly Muslim. The worship attendance was approximately 300. There are a growing number of Iranians coming to Germany, both due to the brain drain of professionals from Iran and due to persecution. Germany has the largest population of Iranians (around 150,000) in Western Europe. Pastor Gottfried Matins, in a Christianity Today article, noted the irony of Persians converting from Islam to Christianity in Eastern Europe, which is one of the most atheistic and godless regions of the Western world. The service follows the regular order of service found in the SELK (Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church) hymnal; however, the congregation provides two supplements, 1. A German-English supplement and 2. A German-Farsi (Persian) supplement to assist congregation member and visitor alike. The service began with a "Service of Corporate Confession and Absolution." The Lutheran Service Book (LSB) has a similar service. At

Trinity in Berlin, the Service of Confession begins 30 minutes before the main service. After a corporate confession of sins ("I, a poor, miserable sinner confess to all my sins ..."), the penitent are invited to come forward and kneel at the communion rail to receive absolution (forgiveness of sins). Although fewer people attended the Confession service than the main service, it was still well attended with perhaps half the number of the divine service. After hearing the pastor speak, "Dir sind deine Sünden vergeben (Your sins are forgiven)" 200 hundred or so times to each individual who came forward, it is hard to walk away unclear what Jesus has done for you. The effect of hearing your sins are forgiven must be even more profound for a person coming from a Muslim background which does not teach forgives or grace. The German-Farsi supplement has the Lord's Prayer in Farsi (Persian) with how to pronounce the words on the left. During the service, the Lord's Prayer was said in Farsi. Now if an English speaking person looks at the Lord's Prayer in Farsi (Persian), he can recognize a few of the words (pedare, name, et al). For instance, the familial words in English such as "father," "mother," "daughter," and "brother," all originally came from Persian. Likewise, the English word "name," originally came from Persian. As an IndoEuropean language, Persian (Farsi) influenced the development of several European languages including English. Another Persian word every English speaker would recognize is "paradise." A number of the Persian attendees were catechumens (those who had not

been baptized but were receiving instruction in the Christian faith). Those awaiting baptism received a blessing at the communion rail commending them to the day of their baptism. No doubt those who have completed the Christian instruction will be baptized at the Easter Vigil service. Pastor Martins has people study the Scriptures, the Creeds, the Small Catechism of Martin Luther, and the liturgy before baptism. The Jesus of the Bible not the Jesus found in the Qu'ran must be preached. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, through the preaching and the teaching of Jesus. Pastor Martins preached on the baptism of Jesus, especially relevant for those Persian catechumens who will receive Holy Baptism in a few months. Pictured: Rev. Dr. Jon Vieker, Rev. David Bueltmann, Deaconess Pamela Nielsen, Rev. Dr. Gottfried Martins, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Rev. David Mahsman, Mr. Rick Steenboch. After the service, the congregation invited us to eat lunch with them before we departed for Wittenberg. To read more please see: Germany’s Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church welcomes Iranian converts From Christianity Today -- "The Other Iranian Revolution" -- Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Relations / Regional Operations
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LUTHERISCHER WELTBUND 
P.O: Box 2100, Route de Ferney 150, CH-1211 Geneva 2 
FÉDÉRATION LUTHÉRIENNE MONDIALE 
Tel. +41/22-791 61 11, Direct +41/22-791 64 19 
FEDERACIÓN LUTERANA MUNDIAL 
Fax +41/22-791 64 01, E-Mail cgb@lutheranworld.org 
lutheranworld.org 
Regular Consultation 
Between Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and International Lutheran Council 
(ILC) 
January 14, 2015, Geneva, Switzerland 
Agenda – first Draft 
 
LWF – Participants 
Rev. Martin Junge, General Secretary 
Rev. Dr. Kaisamari Hintikka, Assistant General Secretary for Ecumenical Relations/ 
Director for the Department for Theology and Public Witness 
Dr. Carlos Gilberto Bock, Director for the Department for Mission and Development 
Rev. Dr. Elieshi Mungure, Area Secretary for Africa 
 
ILC – Participants 
Bishop Hans-Joerg Voigt, ILC Chairman 
Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, ILC Executive Secretary 
Archbishop Christian Ekong, Lutheran Church of Nigeria 
 
Evening 13th 
19:30 Dinner together at the La Colombière Hotel (LWF hosts) 
 
January 14 
Morning 
08:45 Morning worship at the Chapel – Ecumenical Center 
09:15 Completion of the Agenda 
09:30 ILC and LWF highlights 
1.1. ILC info sharing (including report regarding the Old Latin School Dedication in 
May 2015; ILC World Conference in Argentina in September 2015) 
1.2. LWF info sharing 
10:30 Break 
11:00 Discussion of identified issues 
1.3. ILC issues: Ethiopia and Madagascar; 2017 joint ILC-LWF dialog on “conflict 
topics” 
1.4. 
LWF 
issues: 
Reformation 
anniversary; 
LWF 
Self-understanding; 
Hermeneutics; From Conflict to communion 
 
12:30 Lunch 
 
Afternoon 
13:30 Discussion of mutual identified issues (cont.) 
14:30 Date and venue for the next meeting 
14:45 Closing Prayer 
15:00 End of meeting/ Departure to the airport 
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The Wayback Machine -

Monday, January 19, 2015 WORKING AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN ILK AND LCMS 19 January 2015 For Immediate Release Representatives from the Istanbul Lutheran Church (ILK) and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) met in Istanbul on 17-19 January 2015 to discuss the creation of a working agreement between the church bodies. Representing the ILK, Leading Pastor, Rev. Ville Typpö, together with Rev. Mikko Tiira, met with church leaders from the LCMS, including Rev. Tony Booker, LCMS Eurasia Regional Director, Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations / Regional Operations, Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive Director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations, and Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne and Chairman of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations. The agreement states that the goal is “to work together to make Christ known primarily among the Turkish speaking people and to strengthen the Lutheran witness by word and deed in the church and community.” The two churches also agreed to respect each other’s founding documents and conscience, to have regular contact between leaders, to share plans with one another, and to share theological and education resources. L di P t Vill T ö j i i th t t ti “It th i t ti f M ti Comments and other material posted to this site reflect the personal opinions of individuals and may not necessarily reflect the beliefs and practices of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Material posted from sources other than The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod may appear on this site. Such appearances do not imply an endorsement of the theological, moral, or ethical position of the source. Disclaimer Enter your email address: Subscribe Delivered by FeedBurner Subscribe via email

► March (1) ► February (4) ▼ January (11) BIM Honors Missionary for 28 Years of Service in A... Blog Archive More Create Blog Sign In Tällä sivustolla käytetään Googlen evästeitä palveluiden toimittamiseen ja liikenteen analysoimiseen. IPosoitteesi ja käyttäjäagenttisi jaetaan Googlelle. Google saa myös suorituskyky- ja suojaustiedot, joiden avulla voidaan varmistaa laadukkaat palvelut, luoda käyttäjätilastoja, havaita väärinkäyttöä sekä reagoida siihen. LISÄTIETOJA OK

Leading Pastor Ville Typpö rejoices in the agreement, stating, “It was the intention of Martin Luther himself to send able men among Turkish speaking people to witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It was not possible during his times, but is possible in our times. Now we, as churches sharing the same confession and the same goal, are invited to take steps toward working together for this purpose.” Dr. Albert Collver expressed, “We are very glad to be able to sign this working agreement with the ILK. Their commitment to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, along with their experience in both Turkish culture and language, are invaluable to carry forth a witness in the region.” The two churches intend to hold additional conversations towards future work. About the Istanbul Lutheran Church Istanbul Lutheran Church (ILK) is a Turkish speaking Confessional Lutheran Church officially established in 2004, nowadays consisting of four congregations located in Turkey and Bulgaria. The ILK carries the tradition of the first Lutheran congregation established in Constantinople at 1709. Learn more at About The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod is a biblical, confessional, witness-oriented Christian denomination with 2.2 million members — 600,000 households — in 6,200 congregations. Through acts of witness and mercy, the church makes known the love of Jesus Christ worldwide. Learn more at lcms.org.
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Photographs from “WORKING AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN ILK AND LCMS” (2015-01-19).
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« WORKING AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN ILK AND LCMS ILC Executive meets inEngland, plans for 2015 World Conference Pictured, from left: President Gijsbertus van Hattem (Belgium); President Egon Kopereck (Brazil); Archbishop Christian Ekong (Nigeria); ILC Executive Secretary Dr. Albert Collver (USA); Chairman Jon Ehlers (Great Britain); Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt (Germany); President Antonio Reyes (Philippines). By Mathew Block Originally Posted on meets-in-england-plans-for-2015-world-conference/ ENGLAND – The Executive Committee of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) met January 15-16, 2015 at the St. Cuthman’s Retreat Centre in

Coolham, West Sussex, just south of London, England. ILC Chairman HansJörg Voigt, Bishop of the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany, presided over the sessions. The committee’s primary task was to make preparations for the ILC’s 25th World Conference, set for September 2015, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Bishops and presidents of all 34 full and associate member churches are being invited. The chosen overarching theological theme for the gathering is Bringing the Reformation to the World. In addition, delegates to the conference will choose a chairman and other executive officers for the coming three-year term. Chairman Voigt expressed his joy over the fact that five Lutheran church bodies from various continents have made inquiries about taking up membership in the ILC. The Executive Committee also spent time examining the financial status of this global organization, which needs to be further developed. Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana (USA), facilitated intensive planning sessions for the Executive Committee as they strategized for the future and analyzed both strengths and weaknesses of the Council’s existing form and function. Summing up at the close of the meetings, Chairman Voigt commented, “At various times in history, the Church has been especially strong when in the midst of its limitations it focused on the primary thing—that is, the proclamation of the Gospel.” Bringing the Gospel to people is the Church’s main responsibility, he added.

Photographs from “ILC Executive meets inEngland, plans for 2015 World Conference” (2015-01-21).
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Latvia Guest in Regional Directors Meeting at CPH Pictured (left to right): Rev. Tony Booker — Eurasia Regional Director, Deaconess Grace Rao — Director of Deaconess Ministry, Rev. Andris Kraulins — Board Member from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, and Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver — Director of Church Relations / Regional Operations. During the Regional Directors' meeting held at Concordia Publishing House, Rev. Andris Kraulins visited from Latvia and met with the regional directors, in particular Rev. Tony Booker, Eurasia Regional Director. Rev. Andris Kraulins a board member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, an LCMS partner church, and dean (circuit counselor) of the district of Jurmala visiting LCMS international center, St. Louis, January 25-27. Rev. Kraulins, who studied theology at Luther Academy, gave a presentation at IC, discussed the conservative church of Latvia in times of challenge. The presentation was informative and interesting and the audience received it well. At IC he was able to meet and have a brief talk with Rev. Bart Day, interim chief missions officer, Rev. Dr. Ray Hartwig, secretary of the synod,

Rev. Larry Vogel of CTCR, associated executive director of CTCR. Later he was interviewed by KFUO, followed by a visit to CPH, where he was invited by Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, director of church relations, and assistant to the president to meet all the regional directors of office of international mission. Here too, Rev. Kraulins talked about the Latvian church its structure and the challenges. Also, he brought the greetings from Archbishop, and the congregation at large. Prior to his visit, he was at CTSFW who participated at the Lenten workshop, and the exegetical symposia, Jan. 18-21. At the seminary he had an opportunity to meet Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, Rev. Dr. Masaki and Rev. Dr. Detlev Shulz. Subsequently, he was invited by ONM to attend the Life Ministry Conference and participated in March for Life at Washington DC, Jan.21-24. Rev. Kraulins is here to strengthen the church partnership and is interested in building the theological educational needs for pastors, and diaconal workers. LCMS welcomes Rev. Kraulins and looks forward to support and assist our Latvian partner church to reach out in mercy and compassion to those in need, motivated by Christ and His Gospel according to the Lutheran confession of the faith. On Wednesday 28 January, the Regional Directors' meeting concluded with budget and strategic planning. After the conclusion of the Regional Directors' meeting, the RDs along with OIM staff attended the ALMA Conference on Thursday and Friday.

Concordia Publishing House hosted the Regional Directors' meeting. A special thanks to Dr. Bruce Kintz and the staff of CPH for providing the Regional Directors with one of the most productive and peaceful from hustle and bustle meetings that they have had in recent memory. The close relationships that the Regional Directors have forged with CPH and the partnership between CPH and OIM have been and continues to be a blessing for the international mission efforts of the church. We are looking forward to many other joint ventures in the future for the benefit of the mission field.

Photographs from “Latvia Guest in Regional Directors Meeting at CPH” (2015-01-30).
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(1) (Zl (3) (4) (5) Committee of Mutual Christian Responsibility, (CMCR) EECMY President's Address on the occasion of the 36"‘ annual Meeting February 3-6, 2015 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Distinguished Partners, Leaders of the EECMY, Synod Leaders, Management Committee Members, EECMY Joint Program leaders, invited guests, brothers and sisters! It is a privilege and honor for me to welcome you to the 36"‘ meeting of the Committee of Mutual Christian Responsibility on behalf of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus and on my behalf. Today as we begin our meeting we gather in the presence of the incarnate Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through whom we are reconciled to God the Father and to one another. We gather here as reconciled people of God who are called, and given responsibility to engage in God's mission; we gather here as people of God to continue trust and believe in God to guide us into the coming years. What a privilege and joy it is for us Churches and Mission Organizations in Partnership to be entrusted and mandated to bring the Good News to all nations. We give thanks to God for guiding us as we have been engaging in His mission in our respective churches, and Mission Organizations during the year 2014. 2014 was a year in which we experienced God's gifts and blessings; shared joys and encountered challenges. God in His mercy and grace led us and sustained us to be where we are today. Praise be to the almighty God! Thank you also for upholding leaders, all servants of the Lord who have been engaging in the ministry of this Church at different levels and the work of the EECMY in general in your prayers; thank you for the support and contributions you offered to enable the Church carry out its ministry during the year. The theme for the CMCR meeting this year is titled ”Urbanization and the Response of the Church." The Coordinating Committee proposed this theme for discussion and reflection during this meeting after gathering opinions on its importance. EECMY finds this theme to be very important to be discussed and reflected upon to discern ways and

means of responding to the multifaceted challenges We facing as a expansion of Urbanization. The all Africa Lutheran Churches consultation which was held in June 1987 in Antsirabe, Madagascar seriously underlined the need of strengthening the ministrY °f Churches in the cities to be more efficient and to be transformed and redirected to respond to the spiritual and physical needs of urban dwellers; the poor and powerless. EECMY in most cases is a rural based church. Our presence in the cities are usually due to the mobility of our rural congregation members which forces us to intentionally and meaningfully plan to alleviate the challenges we are facing in the urban settings. After the consultation in Antsirabe, EECMY took initiative to conscientize here congregations about the need of strengthening her ministry in the cities through a program called "Mission in Cities and |ndustrial_Areas (MC|A).” With the goal of actualizing the "incarnational character of the Gospel of liberation in the lives of city dwellers” (Peri, 1987) with the aim of accompanying them to live a better life and to be free and fully participate in city life. Through this initiative of the church it was possible to reach out to the needs of some of the communities living in cities like Addis Ababa, Nakamte and the like. However the effort made to implement this programs compared to the demand coming from the communities has been very little; this is the fact which is compelling us to think and rethink to device a mechanism to strengthen our ministry in the cities. On behalf of the Church and the Coordinating committee of the CMCR, l would like to take this opportunity to express gratitude to Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofga'a General Secretary of the EECMY and Prof. Dr. Anderea Frochtling from the Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Germany for accepting our request to present papers to this meeting on the theme representing the EECMY and EECMY Partners respectively. l also would like to thank Rev. Erick Johansson for his willingness to preach on the opening day of this meeting and Mrs. Norma Dybdal to lead bible study sessions during the three days of our meeting including this morning. Distinguished participants of the CMCR; invited guests! (10) Allow me to give you some highlights on the work of the EECMY during the year 2014. In 2014, as usual we experienced the presence of the almighty God and His guidance. We shared in the blessings of God as we were engaging in God's mission at l

all level we ah” s making us fruitful in the ministries of the church although aV$ realize that we live and work in challenging situations. he Plan of the church is in progress. As this strategic plan is new to be practiced at all levels of the Church; there were ups and downs dealing with meeting requirements in the implementation and reporting. Although the pace seems slow, We are more encouraged seeing progress in every step we take to make the plan a reality at different levels of the Church. During the year, Congregational ministry growth has been registered to be 8% on total membership. This statistics did not include growth registered during the year in 3 Synods (SWS, SS, and WS) because of failing to meet the deadline for reporting. The growth reported for the year has increased the total membership of the Church to 7.2million. EECMY has continued working hard to realize her vision of becoming a missional church. During 2014 the ”lnternational Mission Society" sent one more family on mission to Mali. This family is now based in Cameroon for language study and soon will join the other missionary family in Mali. January 11, 2015 another family from West Gambela Bethel Synod was dedicated officially to be sent on mission to South Sudan. During the year the EECMY grieved the death of her first missionary to Zambia the Rev. Yosef Nagassa. Rev. Yosef served in Zambia as a missionary for 6 years. He has also served in Sweden as an exchange pastor for one year. He was also serving as a senior pastor of the Addis Ababa Mekane Yesus Congregation. In the same year the widow of the late Rev. Gudina Tumsa Mrs. Tsehay Tolessa also passed away. We thank God for the service they gave to the EECMY. We also thank you for your words of condolences to the church and for your prayer to their families in such a difficult situation. Following the decision of the General Assembly of the Church to organize a new Synod in Addis Ababa in order to meet the pressing demands of reaching out to the resident communities in the city with the wholistic ministry of the Church, preparations were underway for couple of years. As a result of this preparation a new Synod "EECMY-ADDIS ABABA SYNOD" has been established October 25, 2014. The founding convention of this new Synod elected Rev. Kirose Lakew to be the President of the Synod. The convention elected vice president and a treasurer as well. EECMY is grateful to God and highly appreciate all those who were accompanying the Church

through the process of the formation of the Synod through their prayers and their supports. (15) The church has continued developing its financial capacity despite the fact that some of the longstanding financial sources are not there as usual. In accordance with audited financial accounts of 2013 Etb. 254,396,044.42 (two hundred fifty four million three hundred ninety six thousands forty four and forty two cents) was reported used for various activities of the church. This expenditure includes the budgets of some congregations. in the budget year local income has been 77% and support of different kind from partners was 23%. For the 2014 budget year Etb. 409,155,633.18 (Four hundred nine million one hundred fifty five thousands six hundred thirty three and eighteen cents) was endorsed. Out of the budget year 148,206,201.64 (one hundred forty eight million two hundred six thousands two hundred one and sixty four cents) is part of the budget of Congregation. Incomes generating schemes /investments are increasing in each unit and congregations are also growing. (16) There has been change in the leadership team of the Church since the last meeting. Dr. Tekeste Teclu, vice president of the Church has gone for a Sabbatical leave of one year from the Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology where he was teaching. This incident may create inconvenience in our leadership. However we need to cope up with the challenge until we find a lasting solution. (17) Mr. Gezahegn Gallo who was elected to serve the church as a treasurer during the 2009 General Assembly resigned from his responsibility because of the need to join his family abroad. The 10"‘ Council of the Church which was held in July 2014 following the constitution of the church elected Mr. Bach Gina to serve as the treasurer of the church until the 20"‘ General Assembly. Mr. Bacha Gina is currently serving Awash international Bank, the first private and reputable Bank with the capacity of vice president. (18) The EECMY Department for Administration and Finance has been without a director properly assigned since Mr. Girma Borishie, (Currently working as Commissioner for the EECMY Development and Social Service Commission) left the position. Now l am glad to inform you that Mr. Keta kelile has been assigned by the 31 Executive Board of the Church during its meeting in December 2014 to serve as a Director. Mr. Keta Kelile has been working as the Finance Director in South West Synod before he joined us at the EECMY Head Office in January of 2015.

(19) (20) (21) the 201¢l several new crises erupted on different continents which continued ° W0f$en the life of many residents leading them to migrate from their respective countries. As a result of such conflicts and crises millions of people were forced to flee their homes every day. According to UNHCR updates 2015 over 5.5 million pe°ple wefe by the events which took place in CAR, South Sudan, Iraq and Syria in 2014. Such emergency situations affected many neighboring countries in ma")! ways; and Ethiopia is one of those countries. Ethiopia is hosting over 600,000 refugees, and among these refugees 258,558 are from South Sudan who are settled in Gambela and Benishangul Gumuz regional States (data.unhcr.org/South SW10"/c0untry.php). Most of the host communities in Gambella are members of the EECMY. As such massive displacements caused by conflicts, violence and war human right abuses are likely to continue to affect our nation and in particular some of our units. We therefore kindly request you to pray for peace and lobby your Churches, Mission organizations and for more financial support to EECMY DASSC initiative to respond to the needs of the refugees and the host communities. The EECMY Development and Social service Commission which is the development and Social service wing of the Church has continued providing services to communities in different parts of Ethiopia during the year. Although the report of the year is not yet published and released, DASSC implemented 231 projects and programs which benefited 10, 726,789 people. During the year Etb. 403,491,082.00 (Four hundred three million four hundred ninety thousands eighty two Birr which is equivalent to USDS 20, 004, 557.16) was spent. We are thankful to Churches and Mission Organizations as well as international organizations that contributed their support towards the work. The Ethiopian Government charities and Societies Agency is enforcing a “Rule" which demands expatriates working for DASSC to pay tax from income they earn. Some of the expatriates already started implementing it. This demand is also coming up to other expatriates working with the EECMY in other areas of the church ministry. EECMY understands that this will put our partner into additional commitment to deal with the personnel they second to work with the church. As this is a demand which is pressing us to be implemented we discussed with representatives of the partner churches and mission organizations to seek ways and means of implementing it. It is our sincere hope that seconding churches and mission organizations take this issue into consideration and continue accompany us through the process.

EECMY has been hosting guests from ma"Y °l P3"t"e" churches an organizations during the year. We are thankful to repreiefllatll/95 the churches and Mission organizations for the fruitful discussions and reflections we had and for the plans which we put in place to enable us continue engage in the ""5550" Whlch God has entrusted to us. EECMY will continue to host guests cominfl fr°m °“" partners this year too. This month we will host the Evangelical Lutheran Mission, (ELM) partner Churches’ Leadership Consultation. Participants will come to us from Europe, Latin America, Asia and the rest of African Countries. There will be also women ministers‘ consultation where the DWM hosts participants coming from lllfee countries. (23) Ethiopia will have its fifth national election which will take place coming May. Our Congregations are praying for the peace of the country. As we are all aware when ever elections come there appears push and pul) between the different parties and the government. Experiences indicate to us that in such conflicts lives of many people -had been endangered and prosperities destroyed. We pray for peace for we need peace. We need that each citizen exercise the God given right to live peacefully with full freedom, to use once right to elect and to be elected, we pray therefore for free, just, and fair election to take place. it is only when such freedom is exercised that all citizens will continue to live together, tolerate one another and contribute towards the development of our nation. Therefore I kindly request you also to pray for the peace, well being of our people and for the development and prosperity of our country. (24) EECMY is grateful to God for the abundance of the blessing God showered on us in various aspects in all our undertakings as highlighted above. EECMY also thanks all partners for their continued prayers and support and for the collaborative relations which enhanced the work of the church during the year. 0 (25) I would like to thank the Coordinating committee members of the CMCR for devoting themselves and following up on the preparation of this meeting. According to the Terms of reference of the CMCR Article 5 section 3 my term of service as well as that of Mr. Vesa Lehtela will end after this meeting and other committee members will be replaced. It is my hope that this proposal will receive approval. (26) Let us intentionally continue accompany each other as we engage in God mission witnessing God's love and care for humanity as people called and sent to bear fruit in our lives and impact the lives of others.

(27) May the eternal God bless us as we walk together this noble journey of our ministry sharing in the joy of the Gospel, confronting challenges by and through the grace that God gives usl Thank you for listening! Wakseyoum ldosa Rev. Dr. President, EECMY February 4, 2015

Photographs from “CMCR EECMY President Address” (2015-02-04).
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1 Status of the Newly Upcoming EECMY Seminaries Report of the Evaluating Team made to the Board of Theology

Introduction It is clear that the establishment of the newly upcoming seminaries is intuitive; these are not centrally consented with; no request made to the EECMY-‐DMT prior to establishing the theological institutions – Ghimbi Holistic Seminary of Ghimbi-‐Jorgo Synod, Gudina Tumsa Theological Seminary (at Boji) and Nadjo Theological College of Western Synod, Mendi Theological College of Abay-‐Dabus Synod, Gidada Theological College of Western Wellega Bethel Synod, and Tarfa Jarso Seminary of Illubabor Bethel Synod -‐ at least. It seems that they are of the opinion that compliance will come down the road while they just simply start running the theological training programs. They might have been initiated by the EECMY Strategic Plan which asserts the need for 12,000 ordained pastors by the end of the SP years. The EECMY-‐DMT formed a team consisting of Rev. Yonas Biratu from DMT Office and Mr. Fufa Ambacha from Mekane Yesus Seminary to do the job of visiting and evaluating the institutions under formation. So far, the Team paid two evaluating visits to these institutions. During both visit, the team used documents, observation, and discussion with the leaders of the institutions. The first report, in which the major shortcomings of the seminaries were indicated, was already presented to the EECMY-‐ Board of Theology. The Board gave order to the Team to make further visit to see improvements made since then. This report is the outcome of the second visit during the last week of November and the first week of December 2014. The Institutions visited and the findings The Team prepared Quality Checklist that contained the following focal areas: Administration, Teaching staff, facilities, Educational program (curriculum, etc), and Student services. 1. Tarfa-Jarso Seminary (Illubabor Bethel Synod) Administration: In the documents, the objectives were well stated; plan and organizations were set up. The Seminary has set its own constitution (legislation) with which they are guided. The congregations have signed for ownership of the Seminary which includes financial contribution and sending of students to the seminary. The Seminary has its own Board. It has its own dean and secretary. Short coming: 1. Finance system is but merged with that of the Synod. Teaching Staff: The number and qualification of the teaching staff are up to the standard required. They have short term staff development plan.

2 Short comings: 1. Could not reveal long-‐term staff development plan for the teaching staff Facilities: Buildings and grounds are well set. The library is at a convenient position, seats very good for reading place. The number of collections in the library is sufficient. The library has large enough size; there is an office for librarian and an employed librarian. The library is directly accountable to the dean of studies. The classes are large enough and well furnished. Teachers have their own offices, and there is also a common staff room used for meetings, etc. Short comings: 1. The library holdings are not well established (quantity not known) 2. The years of publications are not recent for most of the books Educational Program: Program relevance, curriculum balance, and educational objectives are well set. Admission criteria and graduation requirements are to the standard. Curriculum with course number, credit hours, course objectives for each course, etc. is worked out separately so that any faculty member and student can see and use it. Short comings: 1. They need to write the course descriptions clearly on the Seminary catalogue, otherwise the Seminary may be dictated by individual teachers. Students Services: Most of the services are to be admired at their level. Dormitories, kitchen, dining hall are good. Fees are structured. Community life is observed to be good. The student hand book is under preparation. Short comings: 1. No student counseling service. 2. The provision for social and physical recreation is only at its commence. Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. TJS is trying to meet the onepastor- for- one congregation of the EECMY SP within its operational areas. They informed us that they are discussing on the incorporation of the synods in its vicinity – the two Gambella synods, SWBS, and JBS. So far the students are all from the congregations of IBS.

3 Recommendation 1. They have to seriously continue with what they have started for the futurity and stability of the Seminary 2. Tarfa Jarso Seminary can continue as a diploma-‐offering teaching institution of Theology, but the short comings must be overcome.

2. Gidada Theological College (Western Wellega Bethel Synod) Administration: The objectives were well stated in the documents; plan and organizations were set up. The Seminary has set its own constitution (legislation) with which they are guided. The congregations have signed for ownership of the Seminary which includes financial contribution and sending of students to the seminary. The College has its own Board. It has its own dean and secretary. Short coming: 1. They use the same facilities and personnel with that of the Synod merging their budget with them. Teaching Staff: The number and qualification of the teaching staff are up to the standard required. They have short term staff development plan. They have also long-‐term staff development plan for the teaching staff, revealed in the sending of students for MA to MYS and EGST. Short coming: 1. The teachers need some pedagogical training. Facilities: Buildings and grounds are well set. The library is at a convenient position, seats very good for reading place. The number of collections in the library is sufficient. The library has large enough size; there is an office for librarian and an employed librarian. The classes are large enough and furnished. There is also a common staff room used for meetings, etc. Short comings: 1. The library holdings are not well established (quantity not known) 2. The years of publications are not recent for most of the books 3. Teachers do not have their own offices 4. Classroom furniture needs to be improved in quality. Educational Program: Program relevance, curriculum balance, and educational objectives are well set. Admission criteria and graduation requirements are to the standard. Curriculum with course number, credit hours, and course objectives is worked out.

4 Short coming: 1. Curriculum with course number, credit hours, course objectives for each course, etc. is not worked out separately so that any faculty member and student can see and use it. Students Services: Most of the services are to be admired at their level. Dormitories, kitchen, dining hall are good. Fees are structured. Community life is observed to be good. Short comings: 1. No student counseling service. 2. The provision for social and physical recreation is only at its commence. Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. GTC is trying to meet the onepastor- for- one congregation of the EECMY SP within its operational areas. So far the students are all from the congregations of WWBS. Recommendation 1. When the number of pastors comes to saturation point and what to do after is not worked for. This is a very crucial issue the WWBS must consider seriously. 2. As it stands now GTC can continue as a diploma-‐offering teaching institution of Theology, but the short comings must be overcome. 3. Ghimbi Holistic Seminary (Ghimbi-Jorgo Synod) Administration: Plan and organizations were set up. The Seminary has set its own constitution (legislation) with which they are guided. The Seminary has its own dean and secretary. Short comings: 1. They use the same facilities and personnel with that of the Synod merging their budget with them. 2. The Dean of the Seminary is also vice President of the Synod. Teaching Staff: The number and qualification of the teaching staff are up to the standard required. They have short term staff development plan. They have also long-‐term staff development plan for the teaching staff, revealed in the sending of students for MA to MYS. Short coming: 1. Most of the teachers are not full time.

5 Facilities: There is an office room used by the Dean. There is a room, just one room, which they called library of the Seminary. It has reading space. There is an IT room. Short comings: 1. Buildings and grounds are not well set. 2. Teachers do not have their own offices 3. Classroom furniture has poor quality 4. There library has only few holdings. 5. The library is not at a convenient position 6. The library holdings are not well established (quantity not known) 7. The number of collections in the library far from sufficient when observed. 8. There is no office for librarian and no employed librarian Educational Program: Program relevance, curriculum balance, and educational objectives are well set. Admission criteria and graduation requirements are to the standard. Curriculum is worked out (this is common to all the other institutions also). Short comings: 1. Curriculum with course number, credit hours, course objectives for each course, etc. is not worked out separately so that any faculty member and student can see and use it. Students Services: Dormitories, kitchen, and dining hall exist. Fees are structured. Short comings: 1. No student counseling service. 2. The provision for social and physical recreation does not exist. 3. Community life is not observed. Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. The students are mostly unplanned for. The majority are from outside the Synod system. Only few works are done towards the EECMY- SP of onecongregation-one-pastor goal. The futurity of the seminary is uncertain. Recommendation 1. When the number of pastors comes to saturation point and what to do after is not worked for. This is a very crucial issue the GHS must consider seriously. 2. It is very difficult to recommend the institution as a diploma-‐offering theological institution as it stands now, but if good effort is put on, it can be a seminary of their wish, may be in a short span of time. 4. Mendi Theological College (Abay-Dabus Synod)

6 Administration: Plan and organizations were set up. The College has set its own constitution (legislation) with which they are guided. The College has its own Board and has its own dean. Short comings: 1. The composition of the Board is too bulky 2. The finance system of the College is not autonomous Teaching Staff: The number and qualification of the teaching staff are up to the standard required. They have short term staff development plan. They have also long-‐term staff development plan for the teaching staff, revealed in the sending of students for MA to MYS. Short coming: 1. The teachers lack teaching skill because they do not have pedagogical training. Facilities: There is an office room used by the Dean. There are two rooms, one of them under construction during our visit, which they called library of the College. It has reading space. Short comings: 1. Buildings and grounds are not well set. 2. Teachers do not have their own offices 3. There is no IT room. 4. Classroom furniture is of very poor quality, completely unfit even for adult’s casual seat; too low in height. (We could observe a class in session in which even mothers held their children with them. 5. There library has very few holdings, if at all to be called library holding. They brought books from individuals to conceive visitors for the numbers (It could be easily observed) 6. The so called library reading room is also used as chapel. The seats are too low for adults. 7. There is no office for librarian and no employed librarian 8. All facilities in the learning area are completely unfit. Educational Program: Program relevance, curriculum balance, and educational objectives are well set. Admission criteria and graduation requirements are to the standard. Curriculum is worked out (this is common to all the other institutions also). Short comings: 1. Curriculum with course number, credit hours, course objectives for each course, etc. is not worked out separately so that any faculty member and student can see and use it. 2. Curriculum documents are not well organized

Students Services: Dormitories, kitchen, and dining hall exist. Fees are structured.

7 Short comings: 1. No student counseling service. 2. The provision for social and physical recreation does not exist. 3. Community life is not observed. 4. Dormitories are of poor quality 5. Dining hall facilities are poor beyond imagination Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. The students are mostly unplanned for. At the time of the visit, out of 116 students in the Diploma Program, only 38 (33%) are sent by ADS congregations; the rest are studying on their own, some of them coming from elsewhere. Only few works are done towards the EECMY- SP of onecongregation-one-pastor goal. The futurity of the institution is uncertain. Recommendation 1. ADS has to work hard, with serious considerations, on the short comings as their crucial issue to 2. The Institution can be a good Bible school as it stands now, but if good effort is put on, it can be a diploma-‐offering Theological teaching institution in a very near future. 3. What to do with the students is the big issue. We propose that only those who started can complete, if it is to be handled wisely, while the institution can try to improve itself without accepting new students before further evaluation and go ahead given by the concerned Church body (the BMT).

5. Gudina Tumsa Theological College (Western Synod- Bogji) Administration: No document was presented to the team. The Team could not know the status of the structure, how the institution is to be governed, who governs the institution, etc. Short comings: (Could not judge) Teaching Staff: (No document seen) Short coming: (Could not judge) Facilities: There is a library room, holding few books with very small reading space. One room was shown to us for future preparation. We recommended serious restructuring of the room if it is to be a library reading room. Classrooms are with good furniture and well aired Short comings:

8 1. Buildings and grounds are not well set. 2. No teachers’ profile seen, no office for teachers 3. There is no IT room. 4. There library has very few holdings, if at all to be called library holding. 5. There is no office for librarian and no employed librarian Educational Program: No document shown (curriculum is common to all the other institutions though). Short comings: (Could not judge) Students Services: (Could not judge because we did not observe such) Short comings: (Could not judge) Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. Only few works are done towards the EECMY- SP of one-congregation-onepastor goal. The futurity of the institution is not known. Recommendation 1. The Team recommends that it is advisable for the Synod to reconsider the issues the teaching institution at Nadjo and Bodji which are only 25 Kms. apart. 2. If need be the Team should pay revisit for serious evaluation

5. Nadjo Theological College (Western Synod- Nadjo) Administration: No document was presented to the team. The Team could not know the status of the structure, how the institution is to be governed, who governs the institution, etc. Short comings: (Could not judge) Teaching Staff: (No document seen) Short coming: (Could not judge) Facilities: There is a library room, holding very few books and no reading space. Classrooms are with furniture (of poor quality), but not well aired. Short comings: 1. Buildings and grounds are not well set. 2. No teachers’ profile seen, no office for teachers 3. There is no IT room. 4. There library has very few holdings, if at all to be called library holding.

9 Educational Program: No document shown (curriculum is common to all the other institutions though). Short comings: (Could not judge) Students Services: (Could not judge because we did not observe such) Short comings: (Could not judge) Strategic plan In addition to the above five focal points, the issue of planning strategically for the futurity of the Seminary is paramount. Only few works are done towards the EECMY- SP of one-congregation-onepastor goal. The futurity of the institution is not known. Recommendation 1. The Team recommends that it is advisable for the Synod to reconsider the issues the teaching institution at Nadjo and Bodji which are only 25 Kms. apart. 2. If need be, the Team should pay revisit for serious evaluation May God bless His works and His servants in this field! Cordially presented Yonas Biratu (Rev.) Fufa Ambacha 4-‐March-‐2015
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Indonesia Trip Report May 20-27, 2015 Larry M. Vogel

In March, Dr. Albert Collver asked if I could represent President Matthew Harrison and the LCMS at the 50th Anniversary Jubilee of the Gereja Kristen Luther Indonesia (GKLI—the Indonesia Christian Lutheran Church). It was an honor to accept this assignment. I departed STL on May 20, on the same itinerary as Al Collver and Mark Hofman. We arrived in HKG on the evening of May 21. I had been invited to preach on at the opening service for an LCMS Asia Missionary Conference on May 22. President Donald Yung was there to welcome us. After the service I attended the first part of presentations by Mr. Hofman and Dr. Collver. In order to help him in his work of fund development for LCMS missions, Mr. Hofman was there to get to know our missionaries and their work and to communicate with them what he and his staff do and how they do it. Dr. Collver was leading us in a study of the Gospel of Mark. The same afternoon I met with Darin Storkson (Asia Coordinator), his son, Francis Storkson, and Rev. Charles Ferry (Missionary in Indonesia) for a briefing on the visit to Indonesia. Because of the Asia Missionary Conference, Rev. Ferry was unable to attend the Jubilee. Arrangements had been made for Francis Storkson to travel with me. He is Indonesian in background and speaks Bahasa Indonesian. I came to appreciate both his help as a translator and his warm, engaging personality and committed faith. We flew together to Singapore that evening. The following morning we flew from Singapore to Medan, Indonesia.

Pastor Eben Ezer Aruan of the GKLI met us at the airport on Saturday morning (see photo above). He hired a car for our use and arranged for Mr. St. P. Silicitonga, an elder from a Medan congregation of the GKLI, to serve as our driver. We left immediately from the airport for the roughly drive to Sihabongabong, Parlilitan, a small village in central Sumatra where the GKLI has a founding congregation, its seminary/training school, and an official residence for the bishop. We traveled about nine hours to Lake Toba, the largest volcanic lake in the world, where we lodged. The following morning, Sunday, we traveled another three hours to Sihabonghabong for the anniversary service. The journey was grueling, but quite fascinating. The number of mosques along the road far outnumbered the occasional Christian church building—most of which were HKBP. Poverty, development, and beauty are all evident. The real fascination, however, was Pastor Eben Ezer. He is personable, well-read, and deeply committed to biblical and confessional Lutheranism. He described his own journey from a rather generic evangelicalism—that of HKBP and other Indonesian Lutheran churches—to appreciation and then full-orbed acceptance of the theology of the Confessions. His change was largely due to LCMS theological literature and visiting professors from the U.S. In his view, the GKLI is moving rapidly in the right direction theologically, but it also has challenges. The decision not to continue to ordain women to the ministry was a conscious and deliberative one, but there is still some uncertainty about it and the GKLI not only has one ordained woman, but also some female “elders” who preach sometimes and exercise important influence. Many of the women have come to accept that Scripture indicates that they should not serve as pastors—for example, the bishop’s wife—but not all are clear about this. Yet he seemed to describe an attitude marked by questions rather than rejection. Entry into the village made clear the significance of this event for the GKLI. The single road that passes through the few houses, the church building, and the seminary that make up the village was festooned with celebratory banners and lined with people—hundreds of people. Arriving at the seminary, we were graciously welcomed by Bishop Sitio and his wife. He invited us—Pastor Eben Ezer, Francis, and several other church leaders together with me—to meet with him briefly before the service. He was emphatic in expressing gratitude for the presence of LCMS representatives at the jubilee celebration. He expressed his appreciation also for Pastor Charles Ferry and the work he is doing in Indonesia and among the GKLI pastors and congregations.

Clergy and guests were invited to join a procession that began at the seminary and proceeded from there to the church, where tents had been set up to accommodate the crowd. About 3000 people were in attendance—men, women, and children from all over Indonesia who had traveled miles, with many staying in the few homes, the dormitory, classrooms, church, and cars and others having (like us) driven for hours that morning. The distance from the school to the church was about a kilometer and the procession stretched the entire length of the road between the points. When we arrived at the church I was seated near the front of the dais. I could not see the back of the crowd. During the service and program—it wasn’t completely clear where one ended and the other began since songs and prayer accompanied everything we did—Francis and Pastor Eben Ezer were my translators. Everything said and sung was consistent with the verse 3 from Psalm 126: “The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad.” The sermon emphasized the Lord’s promise of His Spirit and the work the Spirit had done in nurturing the GKLI in the truth of salvation in Christ Jesus. The guests were all given the opportunity to bring greetings. Most were representatives from various branches of government, all of whom seemed to offer assurances that they and their offices would insure that the GKLI could continue its work unimpeded.

Two speakers besides me, represented religious groups. One was an Indonesian pastor who also represented the LWF and another the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM). Both congratulated the GKLI, but the LWF representative at one point looked directly at me, said that—in effect, “this should be translated”—and then stated that Lutherans in Indonesia were all fully united and that outsiders should not drive them apart. He added that he had raised strong objections to the LWF churches that were ordaining and marrying homosexuals because that was wrong and contrary to Scripture. The NLM speaker spoke only of his group’s continuing work in evangelism. We started our return to Medan that evening, getting as far as Lake Toba once more. The next day (Monday), we finished the trip to Medan—dropping Pastor Eben Ezer at the airport—and then lodging in Medan overnight. Late that evening Bishop Aladin joined Francis and me for dinner at the hotel. In conversations with Pastor Eben Ezer on the journey and with Bishop Aladin over dinner I asked about the LWF comments. Neither was perturbed and urged me not to be either. They were committed to a relationship with the LCMS and would be able to continue to have cordial connections with other Lutherans, but without accepting the LWF’s pressures. Similarly, Pastor Eben Ezer referred to the GKLI’s awareness of the challenges of Norwegian mission societies being pressured on sexuality issues and, to some extent, to be less evangelistic and more social in nature. One Tuesday Francis and I returned to Singapore and met Darin Storkson and Pastor Ferry, enjoying some of the sights with them, and also reporting on the visit. RD Storkson was not at all surprised by any part of the report, including the comments from the LWF representative. He referred to the fellowship request as “being on hold” not because of any suspicions, but because of the need for the GKLI leadership to continue to work slowly and judiciously toward consensus on theology and practice that is fully consistent with that of the LCMS. That indeed is the trajectory, but it will take time. LMV

Photographs from “Indonesia Trip Report 2” (2015-05-27).
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1 KAZAKHSTAN TRIP REPORT (CONTAIN SENSITIVE INFORMATION — DO NOT DISTRIBUTE): 2015 June 3 – 12 Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations JUNE 1 (MONDAY): Departed Saint Louis JUNE 3 (WEDNESDAY): Arrived in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Picked up at the airport at 4 AM by Rev. Sasha Burtsev, acting President of Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC) of Kazakhstan. While in Almaty, I stayed at an apartment rather than a hotel to save expenses located at Furmanova St. #270 apt.46. (Ул.Фурманова, дом 270 кв.46.) Rev. Tony Booker arrived in Almaty a couple of hours after Dr. Collver. Rev. Tony Booker stayed at Pastor Alexander Burtsev’s, President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan (ELC), residence in a converted shipping container. After a period of rest, Booker, Collver, President Burtsev, and Vice-President Gennadij Khonin visited the Trans-Ili Alatau (Zailiysky Alatau) mountain range, near the ski resort of Chimbulak. We met in the mountains for two primarily reasons: 1) to plan for the meeting with Bishop Yuri Novgorodov, Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK), on Thursday, June 4; 2) the entry into Kazakhstan was under a tourist visa. Kazakhstan visa situation can be challenging. For instance, technically, a person who is employed by a religious NGO cannot receive a tourist visa for Kazakhstan, even if that person is visiting Kazakhstan as a tourist with no intention to engage in religious activities. The visa regulations are rarely enforced as written, but it is important for visitors to Kazakhstan to provide no reason for the authorities to consider the possibility of a visa violation.

Trans-Ili Alatau (Zailiysky Alatau) Mountain

2 JUNE 4 (THURSDAY): Meeting with Bishop Novgorodov, Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) from Astana, Kazakhstan; Rev. Alexander (Sasha) Burtsev, President of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan (ELC); Rev. Dr. Gennadij Khonin, VicePresident of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kazakhstan; Rev. Tony Booker; Rev. Dr. Albert Collver.

Pictured (left to right): Bishop Yuri Novgorodov, Dr. Gennadij Khonin, Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Tony Booker, Rev. Alexander “Sasha” Burtsev The June 4th meeting was held at the Concordia Fund (Фонд j Конкораия) in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The Concordia Fund building was purchased and is owned by the LCMS. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kazakhstan, the LCMS Mission start since 1995, uses it as their headquarters and the congregation “Jesus Christ Our Savior” meets here and is served by Pastor Alexey Schyastlivy (not pictured above). Bishop Yuri Novgorodov of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) flew in from Astana, Kazakhstan, to meet with the LCMS representatives. Bishop Novgorodov requested the meeting as he desired to speak openly and frankly with the LCMS representatives. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) originates in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia (ELCR), established in 1832. Although the first Lutheran church in Russia, St. Michaels’ in Moscow, was established as early as 1576, the Lutheran church in Russia was not granted recognized status until 1832, where it was identified primarily as a German / Scandinavian / Baltic church. The Russian empire began to move into Central Asia as

3 early as 1735 by 1890 the present day territory of Kazakhstan was colonized by the Russian Empire. In 1920, Kazakhstan became a republic of the Soviet Union. The Lutheran church in Russia expanded with the Russian Empire, including to Kazakhstan. By 1937, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia (ELCR) officially ceased to exist in the Soviet Union, although some vestiges of Lutheranism remained within the Soviet Union. In 1991, with the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia and the Other States (ELCROS). Between 1992 and 1994, ECLCROS organized synods in Siberia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan. In 1999, after the religious registration law changed in Russia, ELCROS registered as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Central Asia. With the independence of the former Soviet Republics, the regional synods or churches became independent of ELCROS, but continues to be closely affiliated with ELCROS. As a result, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) came into existence. ELCROS’ combined membership (including the former Soviet Republics) is reported to be around 70,000 people. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) has approximately 15 pastors and 50 congregations, worshiping maybe Sunday, but more likely closer to 500 a Sunday. Bishop Novgorodov is presently the chairman of the bishops of ELCROS. He began with a joke that essentially asked if the LCMS were impotent (lack of ability) or jerks (lack of will) to work in Kazakhstan. He knows that the LCMS has been working in Kazakhstan since 1993, establishing an office in 1995, but he also stated that the LCMS largely has been doing its own thing without regard for the other Lutherans in the region. He stated that although affiliated with ELCROS, the German Lutheran Church (EKD), and LWF, the Lutheran church in Kazakhstan has stood on its own for the past 12 years and has not adopted the liberal and anti-Biblical positions of some of the European churches. Bishop Novgorodov then outlined several points for the discussion, which lasted about 4 hours. Point 1 — Unnecessary Division There is a division between the Lutherans in Kazakhstan. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan (ELC) are two separate churches. One has historical roots to the Russian Empire; the other is a creation of the Missouri Synod in the 1990s. Bishop Novgorodov recognizes that perhaps there are some theological reasons for a separation, but the churches should seek ways and areas of cooperation. One area of cooperation could be theological education. The LCMS has some of the best-educated pastors in the world. People affiliated with the LCMS are excellent such as Dr. Scaer, Alexey Streltsov from Siberia, Dr. Gennadij Khonin, and so forth. The LCMS, however, did not train the pastors in the ELC as well as its own. The LCMS needs to reconsider how it does mission in Kazakhstan so that its work does not cause division. One example is how the LCMS mission has made a distinction between pale faces (those who are ethnically European and Russian) and those who are Kazakh. The LCMS has spent the last several years ignoring the ethnic Russians while focusing (exclusively) on the ethnic Kazakh peoples. The LCMS should know that there will be no mass conversion of Kazakh peoples from Islam. Also, the LCMS should know that its work (exclusively) among the Kazakhs is illegal and will attract unfavorable government attention. Of course, Kazakh people are welcome in the

4 Lutheran church, but creating an ethnic Kazakh church is not the proper way to do mission in Kazakhstan. Another example of how the LCMS mission caused division among Lutherans in Central Asia is when it took upon herself to consecrate a bishop in Kyrgyzstan without consulting anyone else. (Bishop Novgorodov refers to when LCMS missionaries consecrated Kenjebek Botobaev as bishop / president in Kyrgyzstan. Former missionary Dr. Brent Smith and STL seminary professor Dr. Robert Rosin were involved in this event. The main problem is that the church bodies in Russia, Lithuania, Latvia and Kazakhstan do not recognize the legitimacy of this action by the LCMS.)

Bishop Yuri Novgorodov, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK); Dr. Albert Collver, LCMS. Point 2 — Financial Matters Bishop Novgorodov said I do not want money from the LCMS because I do not need your money and I do not want to write reports back to the LCMS how I spent your money. However, I have one financial request for the LCMS. Will the LCMS help fund theological education? Would you pay for three professors to visit Astana each year to carry out ongoing theological education for my pastors? Bishop Novgorodov would like Dr. Gennadij Khonin from the ELC based in Almaty, Rev. Alexey Streltsov from the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) based in Novosibirsk, Russia, and perhaps a third from the seminary in Novosaratovka (near St. Petersburg, Russia). All three of these people are Russian speakers. It would be welcome for the LCMS to do some sort of a conference in Central Asia for the pastors as well.

5 Bishop Novgorodov said that the unity of the church is built on the unity of confession. This is why theological / continuing education is needed to maintain the confession of the faith. Point 3 — Tragic Result of Mission Work in Kazakhstan and former Soviet Territories Both the Missouri Synod and the German churches are guilty of coming into the Kazakhstan and establishing their own priorities without speaking to the locals about what is important to them. The Missouri Synod mission work has largely failed in Kazakhstan because it acted in a Western imperialistic way rather than taking into account the local history and the history of Lutheranism in Russia before beginning mission work. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) has freed itself of German money. We do not want Missouri’s money but we need your help with theological education. Help us build up the Lutheran church in Kazakhstan. Point 4 — Operate According to the Laws of our Country The religious laws of Kazakhstan require every congregation to be registered with the government. Some of the Missouri Synod work is outside of this regulation. Every congregation needs a “cults building.” The law was written to address the problem of Islamic itinerate preachers with beards. It is against the law to rent buildings to be used as a church. You must own them. Because Bishop Novgorodov has good relations with the Kazakhstan government he can assist (and has assisted) getting the congregations of the ELC registered with the government. Point 5 — First Priority Establish System of Theological Education In Germany and North America you can sit around and discuss matters for 10 years because you have governmental and societal stability. We do not have the same kind of stability you enjoy in Kazakhstan. We cannot sit around and wait for you to decide something in 10 years when we need your help now. Concluding Points Bishop Novgorodov extended his hand and asked if the LCMS would accept his hand. He said, “If no, we will find our ‘own way forward.’ We will solve pastoral shortages and theological education in another way. We have warm feelings toward the Missouri Synod.” He asked that we make a proposal on how to approach theological education and make a working / protocol agreement. He also desired to have the situation in Kyrgyzstan resolved, particularly regarding the LCMS work there and “Bishop” Kenjebek Botobaev. Novgorodov concluded by saying, “The Kazakhstan churches have passed through hard times. We have something to offer you; and we are willing to receive your gifts. No church is so small that it does not have something to offer a larger church if that church is humble enough to receive the gift. It will not be so easy for the church in the future; difficult times are coming. When difficult times come, can you be allies to us? Will you be brothers to us? Thank is all.” LCMS Response After Bishop Novgorodov spoke for nearly four hours uninterrupted, Dr. Collver replied to his soliloquy.

6 Dr. Collver indicated that he would not respond item by item or in great detail lest he talk into the night. First, Dr. Collver apologized on behalf of the LCMS and asked for forgiveness for where the LCMS sinned against the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK). When the LCMS first came to Kazakhstan in 1993 and then later established the “Concordia Fund” in 1995, we came with zeal and excitement to reach those who had been under communism with the Gospel. We also came with ignorance about the culture and history of Lutheranism in Russia. I explained that the “history” of Lutheranism in the Russian Empire was written only recently (within the past 2 years) in English by Dr. Darius Petkunis in Lithuania. The mistakes we made 20 years ago are in the past and we seek your forgiveness. We need to focus on the present and what we can do going forward. 1. LCMS will commit to having Dr. Gennadij Khonin, Rev. Alexey Streltsov, and the professor from Novosaratovka, Russia, come and teach in Astana. (The cost for this can come from GSI, the field budget, or perhaps the Concordia Mission Society (CMS), which has funds and is eager to do work in Kazakhstan.) 2. Dr. Collver will return for further doctrinal discussions and the development of a working / protocol agreement, which will help define how LCMS projects and missionaries will work in Kazakhstan. 3. LCMS will help facilitate a working agreement between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) and the LCMS mission, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan (ELC). Novgorodorov’s Response “I am so happy to welcome you here. This is not oriental niceties. I was ready to yell at the LCMS when I first arrived, but your gracious response is exactly what we need to further our relationship. I sincerely invite you to Astana. Visit our church please and come to the conference next week with the Lutheran World Federation and all our pastors. All of our pastors will be in Astana.” The LWF President is Munib A. Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) does not have women pastors. Novgorodov outlined the schedule for June 10-11. Action Items from the Meeting 1. Develop / Design Theological Education Program for Russian Lands — the development of the Kazakhstan portion would be done primarily by Dr. Gennadij Khonin and Rev. Alexey Streltsov in Novosibirsk, Russia, in consultation with the LCMS. 2. Develop Topics for Discussion for a working / protocol agreement between the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK) and the LCMS. Dr. Collver will take the lead on this.

7 JUNE 5 (FRIDAY): Visitation to the Congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan (ELC), which is the LCMS mission start, which began in 1993. They have five congregations, which are legally registered with the Kazakh government.

ELC Congregations: 1) Christ Our Savior / “Concordia Fund”; 2) German Congregation (est. 1964); 3) St. Peter and St. Paul Lutheran Church; 4) St. Matthews in Tenkeris; 5) Holy Gospel Lutheran The ELC also has a congregation in Baqanas, which is about 300 kilometers west of Almaty. They also have Dzheskazganskaya building in Almaty which where Rev. David Baker and his family used to live. This house serves as the location of the “Holy Trinity” congregation and is the site of the ethnic Kazakh ministry. This house is zoned for residential use and presently cannot legally host a congregation. Neither “Holy Trinity” congregation nor the ethnic Kazakh congregation are legally registered with the State. St. Peter and St. Paul’s congregation is legally licensed to operate anywhere in the city of Almaty and may apply to extend its worship to this location with the

8 government. The use of this house by LCMS missionary, Rev. David Baker, for ethnic Kazakh ministry occupied a significant portion of the meeting on Monday, 8 June. The ELC also has a Dacha located on the outskirts of the Almaty. The dacha originally was purchased by former LCMS missionary, Theodore Kuster, who left the mission field during the 2003-2004 recall of LCMS missionaries. The dacha is in bad repair. All of the congregations and buildings were purchased with LCMS funds. The LCMS “Concordia Fund,” the legal entity owns at least 2 or 3 of the properties in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

Registration Certificate from the Kazahk Government for the Congregation of Saints Peter and Paul Every religious congregation / mosque / synagogue in Kazakhstan is required to register by law. A congregation must have at least 50 people to register in Kazakhstan in comparison to Kyrgyzstan where 200 people are required to register for a congregation. When a congregation is registered, the members need to provide their government ID number and sign it in the presence of a notary. Those who provide their government ID and sign are then entered into a government database as potential terrorists and have faced problems such as being denied a visa to visit other countries and so forth. Some people are reluctant to provide their ID and sign the document to avoid the additional government scrutiny. The registration can be a chicken and egg problem because

9 registration is required to legally meet as a congregation but one cannot register as a congregation until there are 50 members. Proselytization also is illegal in Kazakhstan. Private worship in homes is allowed. Citizens of the United States are not permitted to perform religious acts in Kazakhstan without a religious visa. Thus, far no one from the United States has successfully obtained a religious worker visa. A Tourist Visa or a Business Visa do not permit religious activities. In fact, people who are employed by Religious NGOs are technically not allowed to enter Kazakhstan with a Tourist Visa. Generally, a Tourist Visa works for LCMS visitors provided discretion is used, chiefly by not performing religious activities or wearing clergy shirts or vestments in public. The ELC has successfully registered five congregations, which are shown on the map and listed below. The LCMS mission work began in Kazakhstan in 1993 and the Concordia Fund was established in 1995. Around 1996 the “People of God Seminary” was started by LCMS missionary, Rev. Ted Kuster. Well-known professors from the LCMS came and taught Monday through Friday. On Sunday the men would preach and the woman students would find a human care application. This was the training for most of the current pastors in Kazakhstan. Congregation 1 — Jesus Christ Our Savior / “Concordia Fund” Building in Almaty

The Sign to the Concordia Fund Building where Jesus Christ Our Savior Congregation is Located Jesus Christ Our Savior is served by Pastor Alexey Schyastlivy, the former President of the ELC. A decade ago, the situation was different and the ELC had many more members. Russian immigration has decreased and most of the Kazakhs are Muslim. The young people are positive but have a different attitude to the church than the older people. Most do not have a Lutheran background but are attracted to solid teaching. There is one person in the congregation who could perhaps begin studying for the Holy Ministry. Outreach includes acoustical musical evenings. A lot of people pass through the church, occasionally one stays. The Lord rejoices over one sinner who repents. It’s very difficult to find leaders. Evangelism does not lead to very many people coming to church. The 1990s and early 2000s have gone; people are not as interested in church as they were when communism fell. People ask for sermon topics such as “What is it to have fear of God?” Worships Sunday.

10 Congregation 2 — German Congregation

Dr. Albert Collver and Dr. Gennadij Khonin Outside the “German Congregation” The official name of the “German Congregation” is Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Almaty. It was legally established in 1964, making it the oldest congregation in Almaty. It was located in a different location then. It existed before the LCMS came to Kazakhstan in 1993. In 1974, it was re-registered at the congregation’s current location. In the late 1980s, early 1990s, the “German Congregation” had around 2,000 members. During that time, the congregation did not have ordained pastors. Service was conducted by older and experienced parishioners. At the time, visitors would come from places such as Riga, Bishop Kalninsh, and from East Germany, Bishop Heinrich Radke. Later Rev. Stefan Rider and Rev. von Duffing visited the congregation. In August 1992, lay Pastor Dr. Hans Eric Arndt from Germany conducted worship. In April 1993 Rev. Roland Meyle from the LCMS came and served. In 1997, the congregation was re-registered and was able to purchase the property from the Kazakhstan government. On October 24, 1999, Gennadij Khonin, a graduate of the Concordia Theological Seminary’s “Russia Project” was ordained Pastor of The Evangelical-Lutheran Congregation” in Almaty city (“ELC”IAC). After 1999, the congregation had to re- register twice, in 2010 and in 2012. Because of mass emigration to Germany since 1990, approximately 6000 of our members left the congregation. In 2013-2014 eleven members left the congregation for Germany. Presently, the congregation has around 100 people. Dr. Gennadij Khonin serves as the theological educator / professor of “People of God Seminary” and as the vice-president of the ELC.

11 Congregation 3 — Saints Peter and Paul Lutheran Church Saints Peter and Paul Lutheran Church is served by Pastor Alexander “Sasha” Burtsev. Pastor Burtsev is the current president of the ELC. This congregation worships between 40 – 100 people on a Sunday.

Choir Singing. Pastor Burtsev is wearing the Clerical Collar The Congregation of Saints Peter and Paul has a vibrant ministry. It reaches out into the community and especially to children. An outreach strategy to the community is to minister to neighborhood children. The children have no place to play and the church has become a safe haven for the community. The church has playground and sporting equipment and a wood shop. It also serves a meal after church every Sunday. The Congregation uses puppets (before and after worship) to reach the children. They have 120 puppets and 250 Bible stories that the children in the community act out with the puppets. The church reaches out to the community with mercy and connects that to gospel. Many of the young people continue with the church as adults and become leaders in the church. This is the largest congregation of the ELC. The congregation was registered twice, in 2010 and in 2012.

12 Congregation 4 — St. Matthews in Tenkeris

Pastor Alexander Sasha Dommikov came to Tenkeris (Tengeris in Russian) 12 years ago in 2003. The town is economically depressed and alcoholism is rampant. The town used to have a fishprocessing factory as a result of the Soviet economic system even though the nearest body of water is hundreds if not thousands of miles away. Average attendance holidays. The congregation was shut down for two years. While it was shut down the church operated underground. The pastor invited “guests” over for fellowship. The government shut them down but now they reopened in December 2014 when they received official registration. Sasha the president spent 2 years traveling back and forth to Astana to get permission to reopen the church. Now they have official permission and is registered with the government. In November 2014 received documents and reopened in December. Within a week of opening the police stopped by checking out the church. Church would like playground equipment. Can the LCMS provide a mercy grant for playground equipment.

13

Mostly children attend the service. Their parents are frequently hung over on Saturday and Sunday, so the children attend church because they have nothing to do. The church provides meals to the children and would like playground equipment for them. Last year Azamat, leader of the Kazakh congregation, came to start a church in Tenkeris by giving some gifts to a Kazakh family. The established church in Kazakhstan feels as if Baker's methods are making “rice Christians.” The people in St Matthew’s do not even know who this Kazakh family is. The group calls itself Lutheran and is meeting illegally. Ultimately this will cause problems for the legally established congregation. The Kazakhs have three major tribes. The Russian population would be the “fourth” tribe. There are something like 120 ethnicities in Kazakhstan. There is concern that if “nationalism” increases Kazakhstan could turn into a second Ukraine. The pastor in Tenkeris was from small village in Eastern Kazakhstan and was not a Christian. He came to Almaty and was depressed. His sister started attending church and invited him. He finally came and started Bible school with 30 others at the “People of God Seminary.” Only 3 graduated, and today only 2 remain as pastors. Worships 25 people on a Sunday.

14 Congregation 5 — Holy Gospel Lutheran in Talgar

Pastor Valerii Ivanov and Pastor Sasha Burtsev in Talgar Work started in Talgar around 1997 here with English classes. Also art and drawing classes. Pastor Valerii Ivanov is 76 years old. Around 1996 the People of God seminary started by Ted Kuster. Well known professors came and students met Monday through Friday. On Sunday the men would preach and the woman would find a human care application. According to the pastor David Baker has never visited his congregation. 15-20 people in worship on a Sunday. Most are old. The pastor visits many shut ins and brings them communion. Desires materials for children. Needs $8000-10000 to repair church. The roof is leaking.

15 June 6 (Saturday): Traveled to the mountains to see where the ELC holds youth retreats. Each summer the ELC holds a youth retreat where they go camping in the mountains on the boarder of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

The facility is an observatory with a radio telescope that is still used to “monitor” satellites in geosynchronous orbit.

Dr. Gennadij Khonin worked at this facility as a radio astronomer before becoming a pastor. The ELC has good relations with the staff and is able to gain clearance to use the facility. We had to go passed an armed checkpoint to visit the facility. It is a good place for the youth gathering being safe, secure and interesting. A Pentecostal pastor lives at the facility. He is engaged in deaf ministry in Almaty.

16

At the summit of the mountain, there is a neutron research station, the V. G. Fessenkov Astrophysical Institute “NCSRT” NSA RK, Observatory 23, Kamenskoe plato, 050020, Almaty, Kazakhstan. It monitors neutrons emitted from the sun. We had an opportunity to visit this facility as well, helping to fulfill the requirement of the “Tourist Visa.” After returning from the mountain, Pastor Sasha Burtsev received a phone call from a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK). One of their pastors was stranded about 60 miles outside of Almaty with a broken car. We traveled to pick him up and towed his car back to Almaty. We returned around midnight. Along the way, we visited St Mary’s, a Roman Catholic Orphanage in Kapshigai, Kazahkstan. At the orphanage we had Akroshka, a Russian cold, creamed cucumber soup. Food poisoning developed with symptoms for three days. Congregations 6 -7 (Unregistered): Holy Trinity congregation started in 2001. Receives no support from the LCMS. The congregation has had a number of problems including some small scandals. Recently, the congregation excommunicated a woman who caused a scandal in the congregation. The main problem the congregation faces is being unregistered and without a building. Presently they cannot use a cross, lest they are reported to the government. How to make the congregation legal?

17 The Dzheskazganskaya building is owned by the Concordia Fund (“owned by the LCMS”). It was originally purchased by the LCMS to be an orphanage, but this goal was not achieved. Holy Trinity is meeting in this building. The Kazakh congregation also meets in this building. Update: President Sasha Burtsev was able to register the Dzheskazganskaya building for religious use with the government on 29 June 2015. June 7 (Sunday): Worshiped at Saints Peter and Paul Lutheran church. Then went to the German congregation. In the afternoon, we met and worshiped with the unregistered (illegal) Kazakh Congregation. The liturgy for the service is in the appendix to this report. June 8 (Monday): Meeting of all the ELC pastors at the Concordia Fund building in Almaty. Discussed their congregations and the Kazakh congregation. Rev. David Baker was present.

Rev. David Baker, LCMS missionary to Mongolia, provided an update on Kazakh ministry in Kazakhstan. Rev. David Baker was a missionary in Almaty, Kazakhstan, for a number of years until he developed Visa issues. He moved to Mongolia to continue Kazakh ministry. Azamat, the leader / deacon of the Kazakh congregation, and his wife, Dina Malik, are moving to Mongolia to work with David Baker. Dina will be the Lutheran Hour Ministries director in Mongolia. With the departure of both Rev. David Baker and Azamat, the Kazakh congregation needs a leader. Recently, the Kazakh congregation has suffered some scandals. Monerbeck was a Pentecostal who was ordained four times. Azamat visited Monerbeck last year to see if he could become the next leader. He has many gifts but also many problems. Monerbeck’s

18 wife was invited to translated the Small Catechism into Kazakh. When Monerbeck first read the Small Catechism, he thought all the Kazakh congregations needed to see it. Azamat invited Monerbeck to join the church. Monerbeck had one condition: that the church consist of only he and his wife. Then Azamet asked Monerbeck to prepare a sermon and preach it at the Kazakh congregation. The sermon was horrible. The Kazakh congregation politely told him that the sermon was bad. After that Monerbeck’s feelings were hurt. In January 2015, the ELC leadership wrote a letter to Rev. David Baker. They stated that the Kazakh ministry would be run by the ELC not by David Baker. Monerbeck went from stubborn to angry. Both David Baker and Azamat told Monerbeck that the problem was not with the Russian brothers but internal problems in the Kazakh congregation. After the letter, Monerbeck left the church and began meeting with people behind their back and encouraging them to leave for a truly ethnic Kazakh congregation. The Muslims teach that if a Kazakh person becomes a Christian they cease to be a Kazakh. The Kazakh congregation needs help and it will not survive without the help of the ELC. There is a Kazakh tradition to make the sign of a cross on the head of a sheep before slaughtering it. This is used as a Gospel handle to evangelize the Kazakhs. The Kazakh tradition shows that the Lamb of God takes away the sins of the world. There is much animosity between Rev. David Baker and Dr. Gennadij Khonin. The animosity goes both directions. This meeting provided a good opportunity to discuss differences of opinion and a direction forward with the ELC agreeing to serve the Kazakh congregation. Dr. Collver led the group in Confession and Absolution. Dr. Gennadij Khonin served Holy Communion. The group agreed to proceed in forgiveness and find a workable solution for the Kazakh congregation. Meeting with Roman, the Lawyer Two important questions: 1. Registration of the Church (Holy Trinity / Kazakh Ministry). Creation of a religious association – strict requirements and not enough members. This problem was solved by extending the registration of Pastor Sasha Burtsev’s congregation to include the Dzheskazganskaya building on 29 June 2015. 2. Owing of Property – can an organization be created to represent all the congregations? The strange situation is that the owner of the building is the Concordia Fund (the LCMS). It costs approximately $100,000 to change the legal purpose of a building. The property could be transferred to the congregation. This poses a problem for the LCMS since it requires LCMS Board of Directors action. Or the building could be sold. Again this requires LCMS Board of Directors action. Neither of these options are currently needed since the registration was allowed. There is no reason to think that Kazakhstan will obtain more religious freedom in the near future.

19 June 9 (Tuesday): Travel to Astana, Kazakhstan. After arriving in Astana, we met with Rev. Zhanibek Baitenov, General Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK). He has the potential to become the bishop of ELCRK after Bishop Novgorodov retires. Rev. Zhanibek provided information about their church and showed us around Astana, Kazakhstan. Rev. Alexey Streltsov, Rector of Concordia Theological Seminary, from Novosibirsk, Russia, arrived for the Congress and the ELCRK pastors’ conference.

Rev. Zhanibek Baitenov, General Secretary of ELCRK, and Dr. Collver Standing in front of a statue of Khan Zhanibek in Astana Astana is a relatively new city and it became the capital of Kazakhstan in 1997. June 10 – 11 (Wednesday / Thursday): V. Congress of the Leaders of the World and Traditional Religions in Astana, Kazakhstan, and Pastors Conference of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan (ELCRK).

Agenda of the V Confess of the Leaders of the World and Traditional Religions 1. Plenary Session: Dialogue of Religious Leaders and Politicians for Peace and Development 2. Panel Session 1: Religious and Political Leaders: Responsibility to Humankind

20 3. Panel Session 2: The Influence of Religion on Youth: Education, Science, Culture and Mass Media 4. Panel Session 3: Religion and Politics: New Trends and Perspectives 5. Panel Session 4: Dialogue based on Mutual Respect and Understanding among Leaders of the Word and Traditional Religions for Peace, Security and Harmony 6. Adoption of the Declaration by the participants of the V Congress of the Leaders of the World and Traditional Religions

The conference was held in Astana at the Palace of Peace and Reconciliation. Bishop Yuri Novgorodov arranged for us to attend the conference. Many world leaders including the King of Jordan and the President of Kazakhstan attended the congress.

The President of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), Dr. Munib Younan, addressed the Congress of the Leaders of the World and Traditional Religions. He said the Lord Jesus Christ is God of all. Spoke on the Lutheran Theology of two-kingdom theology. Religious leaders must

21 function as conscience of government. We should sign a global covenant to say we support free worship in our mosques, synagogues, and churches. Love neighbor as self. His speech left open the possibility of western churches worshiping and believing in a way that does not bind consciences, which means they can continue their practices.

Dr. Munib Younan, President of the Lutheran World Federation, and Dr. Albert Collver In front of the Palace / Temple to All Religions “The four sides of our Palace are oriented to the four sides of the world. In some sense this construction embodies independent Kazakhstan that friendly embraces all people of all nations and practicing different religions.” – President N.Nazarbayev. President Nazarbayev has stated that he desires immortality and has asked Kazakhstan scientists to develop an elixir of immortality for him. He also established the Palace / Temple to All Religions to scientifically study religions and find the commonalities between them. He sponsors the Congress every three years so that Christians, Muslims, and other religions can dialog and work towards peace and co-existence.

22 Meeting with the ELCRK Pastors in Astana and the LWF President

Bishop Novgorodov, Dr. Munib Younan, Dr. Gennadij Khonin at the ELCRK Pastors’ Conference Dr. Munib Younan, President of the LWF, addressed the Pastors of the ELCRK. 1. LWF is not a super church. Composed of member churches in communion that is altar and pulpit fellowship. We impose no theology on our members except justification by faith. This is our strength. We celebrating 500th. Published a self-study on communion. In Nambia. Density of Christians is in south not north. Conflict to Communion — reflecting on it for Reformation. We don't say that the Reformation was a mistake. The Reformation was a movement of Holy Spirit, although the Reformers made some mistakes. For this reason we are in conversation with Rome. The Reformation did not end but it continues wherever the Word of God is preached purely and the Sacraments are administered. 2. Small church in Jerusalem ... Much like your church in Kazakhstan. No church is too small to give something and no large Church that is so large that it could not receive from us. This is the idea of communion. Every Church is independent but inter dependent. This living in the Gospel is how we live in communion. The Gospel of Justice and peace. We continue with our dialog partners of Jews and Muslims to seek peace. We want to develop a culture of accepting the other, even if you are different is the

23 beginning of living together with everyone having their own rights. Very important is the ministry of reconciliation. The ECLRK pastors asked about the LWF’s position on same sex marriage. Bishop Novgorodov told Dr. Munib Younan, President of the LWF, that the breeze blowing out of the LWF is like that from a broken refrigerator — instead of sending a fresh smelling breeze it is carrying the scent of spoiled meat. June 12 (Friday): Travel back to Saint Louis, MO. RECOMMENDATIONS 1. OIM provide human care grants to the congregations mentioned above. a. St. Matthew’s in Tenkeris be awarded a grant for children’s playground equipment. Estimated cost: $10,300. b. Holy Gospel Lutheran in Talgar be awarded a grant for $10,000 to repair the building. c. Pastor Sasha Burtsev be awarded $500 to assist with the delivery of his child. His wife, Tanya, is 8 months pregnant and has a history of miscarriages. They need about $500 for the hospital stay. d. Hardship grant to two ELC pastors, Rev. Alexey Korobov in St. Matthews and Rev. Valerii Ivanov, whose families are in need. The grant would be to the ELC for $23,000 total — $11,500 for each pastor. This would be a one time grant. 2. Church Relations Develop Working / Protocol Agreements with the ELC and the ECLRK. 3. The Theological Educators requested by the ECLRK are funded — Dr. Gennadij Khonin from the ELC based in Almaty, Rev. Alexey Streltsov from the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) based in Novosibirsk, Russia, and perhaps a third from the seminary in Novosaratovka (near St. Petersburg, Russia). 4. The theological education plan be developed as outlined in the report — developed by Dr. Khonin and Rev. Streltsov in coordination with the ELC, ECLRK, and LCMS. 5. ILC invite the ELC and ECLRK to attend the ILC World Conference in September 2015. 6. OIM consider sending a missionary to Kazakhstan. CONCORDIA MISSION SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS Rev. Larry Burgdorf indicated that the Concordia Mission Society (CMS) has approximately $60,000 available for work in Kazakhstan and Russia. • $10,000 to the Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) for the Novosibirsk Seminary. • $16,667 to OIM for projects in Kazakhstan administered by Rev. Daniel Johnson. • $16,667 to CTS Fort Wayne to assist in theological education in Kazakhstan through Dr. Gennadij Khonin. • $16,667 to Church Relations to hold a conference in Kazakhstan involving Kyrgyzstan and Siberia.

Kazakh Liturgy This is the general outline of the liturgy we use in the Kazakh language Divine Service. It is in development with much flexibility in the numbering and form of the elements, the focus always being that the Gospel is proclaimed clearly, and understood clearly by the people. Many of the sections are directly taken from Scriptures. Whenever we introduce liturgical elements to the Kazakhs we teach why we are doing things and plainly show the Scriptural basis. In this it is our aim that it would be clear to all that what is happening in the Divine Service is based upon the word of God, not the opinions of men. In this all we emphasize the direction of the Divine Service—namely, God is active in our midst by His grace in Word and Sacrament, and we respond with thanksgiving and praise. Invocation Құдай Әке, Ұлы мен Киелі Руxтың атымен бастаймыз. We begin in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Иеміз Иса Мәсіx "Екі-үш адам Менің атымнан жиналса, Мен де сол жерде араларында боламын." деп уәде берді. Қазір Сенің уәдеңе сай біздің арамызда бола көр - деп өтінеміз. Өзіңнің зор раxымыңмен біздің жандарымызға нәр бере көр! Киелі Руxыңмен біздің жүректерімізді де ойларымызды да жетелей көр. Our Lord Jesus Christ has promised, "Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I will be in your midst." Now, according to Your promise, we pray that You would be here among us. By Your boundless grace nourish our souls. By Your Holy Spirit direct our hearts and minds. Confession and Absolution Егер «күнәсізбіз» десек, онда өзімізді алдап, бізде шындықтың болмағаны. Егер де күнәларымызды мойындасақ, Құдай сенімді де әділетті болғандықтан оларды кешіріп, бізді барлық әділетсіздігімізден тазартады. Ал егер «еш күнә жасаған жоқпыз» десек, Құдайды өтірікші етіп көрсетеміз, әрі Оның сөзі жан дүниемізден орын алмағаны. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word is not in us. Біз баска адамдарды алдай аламыз, тіпті өз өзіміздіде алдай аламыз, бірақ біз киелі Құдайды ешкашан алда алмаймыз! Ол күнәларымыздың бәрін нақты біледі және әр біреуіміз қиямет күнде күнәларымыз үшін Оның қаһарын көруге лайқты боламыз. We can deceive others, and even ourselves, but we can never deceive the Holy God. He knows all of our sins, and on account of our sins each of us rightly deserve his wrath on Judgment Day. Құдайдың алдында жасаған күнәларыңды мойындайсыңдар ма? Do you now confess your sins before God? Иә, мойындаймыз. Yes, we confess. Құдай бізді сүйгендіктен, Өзінің Ұлы Иса Мәсіхтің құрбандығы арқылы күнәміздің құнын өтеу үшін жіберді. Күнәларыңызды мойындағандықтан, Иеміз Исаның киелі құрбандығы арқылы Құдай сіздердің барлық күнәларыңызды кешіреді деп жариялаймын!

Because God loved us he sent Jesus Christ as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Upon this confession of your sins I proclaim to you that God has forgiven you of your sins through the holy sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. Songs/Hymns Kazakh culture is very musical. We usually sing four to six songs, often with explanations or emphasis for the songs given. Giving of the Peace Құдайдың рахымы мен тыныштығы сізге тілемін! Сізбенде бірге болсын! May God’s grace and peace be with you! And with you, too. Blessing the Children Children prayed for and sent to Sunday School Creed Мен көк пен жерді жаратқан құдiретті күшті Құдайға сенемін. Сондай-ақ, Киелі Рухтың құдыретімен анасының құрсағында пайда болып, пəк қыз Мәриямнан туылып, Понти Пилаттың тұсында азап шегіп, айқыш ағашқа шегеленіп, өліп, қабірге жерленіп, тозаққа төмен түсіп, үшінші күні өлімнен қайта тірілген, көкке көтерілген, құдыретті Құдай Әкенің он жағында отырған, тірілер мен өлілерді соттау үшін келетін Оның жалғыз Ұлы, Иеміз Иса Мәсіхке сенемін. Мен Киелі Рухқа, киелі мəсіхшілер қауымына, қасиеттілердің қоғамына, күнәлардың кешірілуіне, дененің қайта тірілуіне жəне мәңгілік өмірге сенемін. Аумин. I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered at the hand of Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried, who descended into hell, who rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and who will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead and everlasting life. Amen. Reading of the Word Sermon Offering Құдайға қанша емес, қалай бергеніміз маңызды болады. Бұлай жазылған, “Әрқайсың жүректеріңнің шешіміне сай, еш ренішсіз, зорлықсыз барларыңмен бөлісіңдер! Құдай қуанышпен беретіндерді ұнатады.” Әрине, Құдайдың Өзінде ешқандай мұқтаж жоқ, алайда Оның бізге деген зор жарылқаны үшін ризашылығымызды білдіріп қуанышпен береміз. It is not important to God how much we give, but how we give. As it is written, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Of course, God himself knows no need, but we give to Him joyfully in thanks for all that He has blessed us.

Prayers Here we generally have prayers related to the theme of the day and the season as well as praying for the needs of the church according to the prayer requests received. Lord's Prayer Көктегі Әкеміз! Сенің киелі есімің қастерлене берсін, Патшалығың осында орнасын! Сенің еркің көкте орындалғандай, Жер бетінде де орындала берсін! Күнделікті нанымызды бүгін де бере гөр. Бізге күнә жасағандарды кешіргеніміздей, Сен де күнәларымызды кешіре гөр. Азғырылуымызға жол бермей, Бізді жамандықтан сақтай гөр. Патшалық, құдірет және ұлылық Мәңгі бақи Сенікі! Аумин. Our Heavenly Father! May Your holy name be continually revered, May Your kingdom come here! Even as Your will is fulfilled in heaven, May it also be fulfilled here on earth! Give us today our daily bread. As we forgive those who sin against us, You also please forgive us our sins. Lead us not into temptation, Preserve us from evil. The kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours forever! Amen. ———— Up to this point only Rev. David Baker has led communion in the ethnic Kazakh Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan, since there is as of yet no duly called and ordained local Kazakh Lutheran minister in that country. Words of Institution Мынаны мен Иеміздің Өзінен қабылдап, сендерге де айтып тапсырдым: Иеміз Иса ұсталып берілер түні нанды алып, шүкірлік етті де, үзіп беріп, былай деді: «Бұл — сендер үшін құрбан болмақ денем. Мені естеріңе түсіру үшін осылай істеңдер!» Сондай-ақ, кешкі астан кейін тостағанды да алып: «Мына тостаған — төгілмек қаныммен бекітілетін Жаңа келісім. Одан ішкен сайын Мені естеріңе түсіру үшін осылай істеңдер!» — деді. Сендер осылай нан жеп, тостағаннан ішкен сайын, Иеміз қайтып келгенше, Оның құрбандық өлімін жариялай бересіңдер. Сондықтан, кімде-кім лайықсыз түрде Иеміздің нанын жеп, тостағанынан ішсе, сол Иеміздің денесі мен қанына қарсы күнә жасайды. Әркім нанды жеп, тостағаннан ішпес бұрын өзін сынасын; егер лайықсыз түрде нан жеп, тостағаннан ішіп, Иеміздің денесіне тиісті құрмет көрсетпесе, онда ол өзіне Құдайдың үкімін шығартады.

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: The Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s sacrificial death until He comes. Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of sinning against the body and the blood of the Lord. But a man must examine himself before eating of the bread and drinking of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. Communion Homily and Invitation Құдайдың сөзінде «Hан үзу рәсіміне қатыспай тұрып, әр кім өз өзін сынасын» деген ескертуі бар, себебі лайықсыз түрде нан жеп, тостағаннан ішіп, Иеміздің денесіне тиісті құрмет көрсетпесек, онда біз өзімізге Құдайдың үкімін шығартамыз. We are warned in God's Word to examine ourselves before taking part in the Lord's Supper because those who partake in an unworthy manner sin against the body and blood of our Lord Jesus and pull judgment down upon themselves. Адам қашан нан үзу рәсімімен қатысуға лайықсыз болады? When is a man unworthy to take communion? -Ол Иса Мәсіхтің күнәларымызды кешіретініне және жалғыз Құтқарушы екеніне сенбей, шомылдыру рәсімнен өтпесе... -When he does not believe in Jesus Christ as the one and only Savior from sin, and he has not been baptized into Christ. -Ол Иса осында жомартылықпен беретін кешірімі маған керек емес деп сенсе.... -When he does not believe he needs the forgiveness of sins that Jesus is graciously giving us here. -Ол Исаның нан үзу ресімінде, шынымен жар болып, бізге нан мен шараппен бірге Оның денесі мен қанын бергеніне сенбесе... -When he does not take Jesus at His clear word that He is truly present in this Lord's Supper giving us his body and blood in/with the bread and wine. -Осы дастарқанда Иеміз сіздерді жарылқағысы келетініне және осы нәрселер туралы күмәні бар болса, әзірше қатыспай жиналыстан кейін әрі қарай сөйлескеніміз дұрыс болады. -If you have doubts about any of these things, please do not partake of communion at this time. Instead please come talk with one of us after church. The Lord longs to strengthen and bless you in this Feast. -Құдайдан кешірім алуым керек - деп мойындап және Иеміз осында уәде еткен сөзіне сенсең. Сені қазір Иеміз Иса Мәсіхтің атымен шақырамыз: Келіңдер, Тәңіріміздің дастырқан дайын тұр! -If you know your own need for forgiveness and you believe in all that our Lord has promised to give you here, then we invite you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Come the Feast of our Lord is ready! Distribution Алып жеңдер, бұл — Иеміз Иса Мәсіxтің сендер үшін берілген денесі. Take and eat, this is the body of our Lord Jesus Christ given for you.

Мынадан бәрің де ішіңдер. Өйткені бұл — күнәлары кешірілсін деп көптеген адамдар үшін төгіліп, (Жаңа) Келісімді бекітетін Иеміз Иса Мәсіxтің қаны. Drink of this all of you. For this is our Lord Jesus Christ's blood of the New Covenant that was poured out for the forgiveness of many. Dismissal Blessing Иеміз Иса Мәсіхтің денесі мен қаны сенімдерімізді нығайтып, бізді мәңгі өмірге аман сақтай көрсін! Аумин. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen our faith and preserve us to life everlasting! Amen Post Communion Prayer Құдіретті Құдай Әкеміз, осы киелі дастарқан арқылы біздің сенімдерімізді нығайтқаның үшін рақмет айтамыз Саған. Енді әрі қарай осы дастарқанда жаудырып берілген зор рахымың арқылы Иса Мәсіхпен тығыз байланыста, Киелі Рухтың жетелеуімен біздің қауымымыз Сенің шынайы сүйіспеншілігіңе толы болсын және біздің өмірлеріміз, патшалығың үшін жемісті болсын. Құдай Әке, Ұлы мен Киелі Рухтың атымен сиынамыз. Аумин. Almighty God, Our Father, we give you thanks that you have strengthened our faith through this holy feast. Now through Your abundant grace which you have pour out upon us in this feast, being unified with Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, may our church overflow with your true love and may our lives bear fruit for your Kingdom. We pray this in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. ---------Benediction Жаратқан Ие сіздерді жарылқап аман сақтай көрсін, Жаратқан Ие сіздерге бетінің нұрын төгіп рақымды бола көрсін, Жаратқан Ие сіздерге бет-жүзін бұрып тыныштық сыйлай көрсін! The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace! Announcements Invitation to Tea after Service

Photographs from “Kazakhstan Trip Report” (2015-06-12).
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! 1! A Report about South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) and Update on other Sudanese Groups — 31 July 2015 Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Relations

Introduction

On 30 July 2015, Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok (nathanielboll@gmail.com) of the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) with Rev. Russell Shewmaker came to the LCMS International Center to discuss the possibility of church fellowship. The SSELC was formed on June 12, 2011 in Bor, Jonglei State, South Sudan. Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok first sent a letter (letter attached) to the LCMS requesting altar and pulpit fellowship on 20 November 2013. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations, replied to Rev. Nathaniel Bol on 5 December 2013 (letter attached), requesting that this formally Anglican but now Lutheran group, send some information regarding the church body and a statement of their beliefs. He also asked Rev. Nathaniel Bol if he was aware of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan / South Sudan (ELCS/SS), a group the LCMS has had fellowship discussions with and who will be admitted to the International Lutheran Council in September 2015, and to contact Bishop Noah Wilson Rule in Juba, South Sudan. Due to rebel attacks in Bor during January 2014, Rev. Nathaniel Bol was not able to send more information regarding his church and contact was lost until the summer of 2015. This resulted in the meeting at the International Center.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Collver, Rev. Nathaniel Bol, Rev. Russell Shewmaker

Back Ground on the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC)

The South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) was formed on June 12, 2011 in Bor, Jonglei State, South Sudan. Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok is the leader of the SSELC. Prior to June 2011, Rev. Nathaniel Bol was an Anglican priest and theological educator for 27 years in the the Episcopal Church of Sudan. He and 16 other ordained Anglican priests left the Anglican church

! 2! to form this emerging Lutheran church body. The group did not attempt to take their congregations with them, but rather formed a small congregation consisting of 21 people at the church’s founding. Rev. Nathaniel Bol and the 16 other ordained pastors left the Anglican church over matters of Biblical interpretation, particularly the sexuality decisions made by the Anglican church. Rev. Nathaniel Bol also found the ecumenicalism of the Anglican church, particularly, worshiping with Pentecostals, Methodists, Baptists, to be unionistic and syncretistic. The reason this group departed the Anglican church according to them was for doctrinal reasons and no other reasons. Rev. Nathaniel Bol indicated that prior to departing the Anglican church, they studied what church body might hold a similar view of Scripture and an understanding of doctrine as they did. As a result, they found the Lutheran church, the mother of the Reformation, Eventually, over the internet they located the Missouri Synod.

The SSELC’s statistics in 2013 numbered 6 parishes with approximately 1000 people.

1-Bor Lutheran Church, Block 6 = 240 members, Bortown 2.Langbaar Lutheran church = 250 members, Bortown 3.Kuoi-ngo Lutheran Church = 370 members, Bortown 4. Akuai-deng Lutheran Church = 145 members, in the village 5- Tong Lutheran Church = 178 Members, in the village 6- Werkok Lutheran Church = 54 Members.

As of the summer of 2015, the SSELC reports 13 congregations, 20 ordained pastors, and 3000 members.

According to the church’s website (

“The SSELC has congregations is present in 4 of 10 states which make up the republic of South Sudan. This church started with a congregation of 21 people (children and adult) in its first Sunday service. That was so because the pastors had left the Episcopal Church without congregations. They left with their families to serve the Lord (Joshua 24:15). In 2013 our church membership had grown to around 1,200. In 2013, we reached out to 2 LCMS pastors (Pr. Russell Shewmaker of Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Jonesboro, AR and Pr. Paul Leigeber of Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church in Lillian, AL) to come to South Sudan to begin teaching our pastors the sound doctrine of Lutheran theology. As of July, 2015 we have 13 congregations. Eight are in South Sudan, four are in the refugee camps in Uganda, and one for students in Nairobi, Kenya. We currently have approximately 3,000 members.”

Doctrinal Basis of the SSELC

On the church’s website ( the SSELC lists its doctrinal basis:

With the universal Christian Church, the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church teaches and responds to the love of the Triune God: the Father, Son, and

! 3! Holy Spirit. We confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and the Gospel as the power of God for the salvation of all who believe. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through whose life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation.

We accept the canonical Scripture of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life. We accept the three ecumenical creeds, the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as true declarations of the faith of this church. We accept the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel, as well as the other confessional writings of the Book of Concord as faithful and valid interpretations of the faith of the Church.

As Lutherans, we accept and preach the Bible-based teachings of Martin Luther that inspired the reformation of the Christian Church in the 16th century. The teaching of Luther and the reformers can be summarized in three phrases: Grace alone, Faith alone, Scripture alone.

Grace alone: God loves the people of the world, even though they are sinful, rebel against Him and do not deserve His love. He sent Jesus, His Son, to love the unlovable and save the ungodly.

Faith alone: By His suffering and death as the substitute for all people of all time, Jesus purchased and won forgiveness and eternal life for them. Those who hear this Good News and believe it have the eternal life that it offers. God creates faith in Christ and gives people forgiveness through Him.

Scripture alone: The Bible is God’s inerrant and infallible Word, in which He reveals His Law and His Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. It is the sole rule and norm for Christian doctrine.

Presently, the church’s constitution is under review by the South Sudan government. Rev. Nathaniel Bol has stated his intention to provide the LCMS with his church’s constitution and with a more detailed description of their doctrinal position. The SSELC does not ordain women.

The SSELC’s Request

Rev. Nathaniel Bol has requested the following from the LCMS:

1.! Altar and Pulpit Fellowship between the SSELC and the LCMS. 2.! Theological Training for Pastors 3.! Establishment of a School for Children 4.! Agricultural Assistance, farming equipment, et al.

! 4! Brief Summary of “Lutheran” Groups in South Sudan That Have Contacted Church Relations

Over the past 5 years, four groups have made direct contact with the LCMS Church Relations Office inquiring about fellowship or other assistance.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan / South Sudan (ELCSS)

Mr. Andrew Mbugo Elisa established the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan/South Sudan on Nov. 23, 1993 in Juba, Sudan. He later became the first pastor, and later, the first Bishop of the ELCS/SS. Because of the instability in Sudan the head office was moved to Khartoum. From 1994 until the present, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) played a heavy role in the development of the ELCS / SS. In 2000, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation established a seminary in Khartoum. Because of persecution and threat of danger, the seminary moved from Khartoum to Yambio in 2008. The headquarters of the ELCS/SS are in Juba, about 125 miles south of Bor. The Lutheran Heritage Foundation continues to operate the Concordia Lutheran Institute for the Holy Ministry (CLIHM) in Yambio, South Sudan, and solicits guest instructors from the LCMS, LEAF, and other “confessional” Lutheran groups. ( resume-in-south-sudan) From 1995 through 2012, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation reports spending $3.5 million on the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan / South Sudan.

! 5!

The ELCS/SS currently has over 150 congregations and nearly half that many pastors, as well as approximately 100 evangelists. The church holds that the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God and subscribes to the Book of Concord without reservation.

In many ways, the ELCS/SS is like a LCMS mission start. The primary LCMS people involved are Rev. Robert Rahn and the Lutheran Heritage Foundation. LHF provides a history of the LHF’s work in Sudan located here:

Bishop Noah Wilson Rule presides over the ELCS/SS. In July 2013, Bishop Rule officially requested altar and pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod. Dr. Collver met Bishop Rule in Addis Ababa regarding his fellowship request on 19 April 2015. The request is before Committee 1 of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR). The International Lutheran Council (ILC) is expected to admit the ELCS/SS into membership during its September 2015 world assembly meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC)

A Lutheran church formed by former Anglican priests on June 12, 2011. The church’s leader is the Rev. Nathaniel Bol. The church is described earlier in this report. The people group of the SSELC is primarily Dinka. Tribal differences between the people of the ELCS/SS and the SSELC appears to limit the possibility of these two churches coming together in the immediate future.

The primary LCMS contact person for the SSELC has been the Rev. Russell Shewmaker (russellshewmaker55@gmail.com), Pastor of Pilgrim Lutheran, Jonesboro, Arkansas.

Upper Nile State

Rev Bafel Paul Deng, a LCMS rostered pastor (CSL Alternative Route 2008) at Peace Lutheran, Decatur, GA, serves as the Director of Religious Affairs for the Upper Nile State. He approached the LCMS through Rev. Dr. Victor Belton, for support of a “mercy house” in Makakal, Sudan. He considers himself a missionary to Sudan. His role in Sudan seems to be to promote ecumenical harmony and peaceful co-existence with the Muslims. He does not seem to be directly connected to a church or a church body in Sudan.

The Anglican Church of South Sudan

The Anglican Church of South Sudan via the Rev. Geoffrey L. Robinson, Executive Counselor for Outreach Indiana District –LCMS, and Rev. Dr. Curtis Peters, rostered in the Indiana District, and John Loum, Director of EIIT at Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, approached the LCMS for assistance and fellowship discussions.

The Anglican Church of South Sudan is not Lutheran, although it seeks to learn more about the Lutheran church. It is reported to have 700 congregations and approximately 1 million members.

! 6! The connection to the LCMS came via the Indiana District and the Sudanese community in Kentucky.

The Anglican Church was founded in 2004 when Episcopal Church of Sudan deviated from the Bible and accept homosexuality. It was initially started with seven dioceses but now has 12 dioceses. The connection to the Missouri Synod appears to be through Pastor John Deng Ater. Pastor Ater is not presently on the LCMS roster but is affiliated with the South Sudan Church Mission and the United Sudanese Lutheran Church ( in Louisville, KY, sponsored by Resurrection Lutheran Church in the Indiana District. The United Sudanese Lutheran Church (USLC) was first founded in 2007 with its former name as United Sudanese Christian Church (USCC) by the Sudanese Christians, initially from an Anglican background.

“The U.S.L.C. is a 501(c)(3) registered, non-profit Church under Federal and State government formed to act as a link of other Sudanese Congregation under Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, not only within the United States but in Africa and beyond. We are under The Indiana District, sponsored by the mother church, Resurrection Lutheran Church.” (

The Anglican Church of South Sudan ordains women. “We ordain women into Holy Orders. We honor Our Lord's commission to women that they witness to the Good News of the Resurrection. We respect the place He afforded them in ministry in the Book of Acts.” ( It also holds several other positions contrary to the position of the Missouri Synod.

The LCMS pastors and the Indiana District have indicated that the Anglican Church of South Sudan is interested in “becoming Lutheran” and “affiliation with Missouri Synod.” They have requested theological training for their Anglican pastors in Sudan as well as humanitarian projects such as support for children and orphans.

Note Bene: Rev. Nathaniel Bol of the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church stated that he trained the archbishop of the Anglican Church of South Sudan and several of their pastors and leaders. He does not believe that this group will ever become Lutheran.

The members of Resurrection Lutheran in traveling to Juba and doing work with the Anglican Church of South Sudan. There are some church relations and fellowship concerns with this arrangement.

SOUTH SUDAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH HEAD OFFICE- BOR, JONGLEI STATE SOUTH SUDAN +211955 284 666 Email: sselcleaderoffice@yaiJoo.com OurRef ............... ................... . Your Ref ................................ . The Reverends: Russell Shewmaker And Paul Leigeber Dear, Brothers in Christ Subject: Building relations Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Date: November 20, 2013 We the members of South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) are very pleased to express in this letter our willingness to work with the Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Jonesboro Arkansas and the Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church, Lillian Alabama of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). We do pray that the relationship we are establishing now may develop into a full communion between us and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in future as you will be continuing nurturing our newly established church spiritually as a way of helping us to grow into maturity in understanding the Lutheran teaching through your consistent teaching of the true word of God to us. As we have just left the Anglican Church, the church we have been in for many years in search of God truth which is revealed in the Holy Scripture. In this connection we do strongly appeal to you to assist us through your prayers, training and meeting our physical needs as you have witnessed our dire needs in many areas of church planting and growth. And in this appeal we do promised without reservation that we shall be standing with and learning from you, therefore we do request you to stand with us until the time God will bring us into full communion. "Go and make Disciples of all Nations" "Mat: 28: 19"

As a newly form church we are facing so many challenges which makes the progress of our vision and mission of propagating the truth of God as found in the Holy Scripture very difficult. The following are some of our needs for which we need to be helped so that we can move ahead with our mission and vision: 1. Training of our Pastors. 2. Establishment of school for our children 3. Agriculture, to let this programme be effective we need a tractor-this will be used in tilling the land in to produce food to help our Pastor's families because they are serving the church on total voluntary basis due to lack of support from the young church. Grace and Peace The Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok Leader, South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church

Over view on our recent Convention We had 2 meetings last month in Bor town, one was the pastors’ conference which usual takes place one day before the general convention if had not been held one month earlier. In both meeting the letter of affiliation to LCMS which was written by the church leaders after the training you conducted in Bor town in November last year and the letter of response from Dr. Albert Collver were read to the members in 2 meetings. The members were very happy to hear the contents of both letters and endorsed the letter of affiliation to LCMS and the church leaders were given a support by the members to follow up the affiliation process with the LCMS. My proposed visit to the USA this coming summer was made known to pastors’ conference and it was also endorsed by the members. There was an item on the priorities and the priorities for the SSELC remain the same as they were listed to you during your meeting with our church leaders after the training. The school remains on the top of the priorities list. It was resolved in the meeting that $1,000 which was sent for the school by Pastor Paul Leigeber last year before the beginning of the current conflict will be put together and use for the intended purpose for which it was given. It will be used together with the local contribution which was collected for constructing a temporary classroom. The challenges remain standing in way include lack of salaries to pay the school teachers, construction of class rooms and many other related school matters. It remains a challenge as those who have been teaching teach as volunteers and for that reason they leave school at their will without permission from the church to go and look for remunerable jobs with the government or the NGOS and they school is left unattended to. The other priorities are the training of our church pastors because they lack training in theology and pastoral ministry. In regard to this the meeting appealed to your congregations and the LCMS in general to help in the training of our church leaders in the Lutheran Seminaries in the USA and other parts of the world where there are recognized Lutheran theological seminaries so that they will come back and be our teachers. Agriculture and the health clinic were also among the priorities and others. Among the challenges was the maintenance of our pastors because our congregation is still small and weak financially to support them. Lack of pastors’ support has seriously handicapped and compromised our church mission as it has limited us from spreading across the republic of South Sudan and we have a potential of covering the whole South Sudan within a shortest time because the number of our pastors can make that happen easily. The number of pastors is 17, so if we had financial support, we our mission can cover the 10 states of the republic of South Sudan easily.

We thank God that the registration of church has now been completed according the law of the land. The law of the land stipulates that for a new emerging church to be allowed to operate in the country it has to be duly registered by the country’s ministry of Justice and by the Bureau of Religious Affairs. We have recently obtained our registration certificate from the Bureau of Religious Affairs. Obtaining this certificate help our church in many ways, such opening a bank account officially in the name of the church, clearance of our church goods at the country borders and ports, seeking membership in the national and regional church bodies such as Lutheran Communion in the East and Central Africa (LUCEA) and Madagascar. To be duly registered nationally is one of the requirements from the above regional body, that is (LUCEA) for a church to be recognized as a church. So now we are duly registered and become an eligible church in this region after this registration. Our constitution is still in the process as we are still looking for a legal person to review it before we can pass and sign it. Many other church items were discussed and resolved during the convention so what I have just given you is an overview of our whole convention and we are still waiting for all the resolutions from our secretary so in case of any other resolution(s) which I have not included in this over view and I deem it necessary to send you I will send them to you when we get the minutes from our Secretary. Overview complied by The Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok, Leader, South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church November 20, 2014

PS: Attached find a copy of our recent certificate of registration of our church with the republic of South Sudan Bureau of Religious Affairs.

! Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Director of Church Relations – Assistant to the President 1333 S. Kirkwood Rd. Saint Louis, MO 63021 Albert.collver@lcms.org +1-636-751-3970, cell phone.!

5 December 2013

Dear Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok:

Advent Greetings!

Pastor Shewmaker shared with me the letter that you gave to him requesting that the LCMS become more involved with the South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC). I wanted to follow up with you and establish contact with you.

As I understand it, your church formerly was Anglican but now you have become Lutheran. It would be good for us to understand a little bite about the history and background of your church. Additionally, it could be helpful to know some statistics about your church such as the number of pastors, congregations, and members.

In your letter to Pastor Shewmaker, you mentioned three items in particular that the SSELC had interest: 1) Training for Pastors, 2) Establishment of a school for children, 3) Agriculture. In recent years, the LCMS receives more requests for assistance in theological education and the training of pastors than anything else. This is a task we believe the Lord has given to us at this moment and is something we have a great interest in doing to promote Confessional Lutheranism around the world. We also have assisted other churches with schools for children and agriculture in the past. We would need to explore possibilities.

As you are aware, the LCMS has informal relations with two other Lutheran churches in Sudan: The Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan (ELCSS) and another church in the Upper Nile region of Sudan run by Rev. Bafel Deng. Although it is not necessary for there to be one Lutheran church in Sudan, we do need to respect the others and keep them informed regarding our activites. We also would like to foster good communication between the various Lutheran churches in Sudan.

I look forward to hearing more from you.

Blessings in Christ,

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.

SOUTH SUDAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH HEAD OFFICE — BOR, JONGLEI STATE SOUTH SUDAN Email: sselcbor@gmail.com or revnyang@yahoo.com

Our Ref:...................................

Date: December 25, 2013

Your Ref:................................. “Go and make Disciples of all Nations” “Mat: 28: 19” The Pastors: Russell Shewmaker and Paul Leigeber

Dear Brothers in Christ

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE

In the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We are requesting our brothers and sisters in the Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Jonesboro Arkansas and the Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church, Lillian Alabama of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) to extend their hands to help our members of South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) who are now scattered to the bushes..

As I communicated to you last week that Bor was captured by the rebels loyal to former Vice President of South Sudan Dr. Riek Machar. Some people lost their dear lives and all properties are now destroyed. Personally, I hope that God Almighty will still bring peace to South Sudan and those who are hiding in the bushes and others who ran to neighbor Lake State will come back to Bor town.

All structures in Bor town i.e. government buildings, schools, individual property, banks and those grass-thatched structures you got when you came to train our church leaders are all burnt down. Properties are destroyed starting from shelters to the spoons which means when those who are scattered now in the bushes come back, they will have nothing to start their living. This is the reason I am calling for help because as a church we have to care for our members spiritually and physically though we have nothing to offer then we cannot hesitate to ask our Lutherans who may have something to help in this situation.

I am aware that billions of dollars flowed into South Sudan since 2005 though somebody may not see the impacts due to corruptions and mismanagement. It may be difficult for you to convince those who have already lost billions of dollars to donate to the same people.

We ask our Lutherans of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, the Shepherd of the Bay Lutheran Church and their friends to assist at least for the settlement of our members when God gives them chance to come back to their homes. Those who are now under God’s protection in the bushes will be in bad shape when coming back and finding their homes being destroyed.

I learnt that the government has recaptured town of Bor and I believe within few days of stability the civil population in the bushes will be urged to come out from the bushes. Those who had gone to the villages and UNMISS Compounds will come out and go back to their respective homes.

The starting will be from the scratch than 2005 in which those who came to towns when CPA was signed got those who were staying in the towns with the then Sudan government. It was easy that people joined together and stayed in one’s home.

Any assistance will help our SSELC members and other needy people in this situation. I hope God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God will open ways of getting resources to assist our needy population.

Grace and Peace

Athiong Pastor Abraham Thiong Nyang Secretary South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church

“Go and make Disciples of all Nations” “Mat: 28: 19”

The following pages are reproduced as images (appendices, forms, or illustrated inserts that do not reflow as text).
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1 EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GHANA VISITATION — ACCRA REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS

15 – 18 AUGUST 2015

15 August 2015 (Saturday)

Arrived in Accra, Ghana, from Lagos, Nigeria, with Dr. David Erber. Due delays by the air carrier Arik, we arrived slightly later than planned in Accra. We landed around 5 PM just as it was becoming dark. Bishop / President Paul Kofi Fynn met us in the baggage claim in Kotoka International Airport. From the airport, Bishop Fynn took us to the Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG) for the dedication of two seminary houses. The seminary is located at Sasaabi, Oyibi, Accra, Dodowa Road. The seminary was constructed with the assistance of grants from the LCMS and was dedicated by President Harrison on 2 February 2014.

The genesis of the seminary residence is connected with the LCMS OIM responding to the request of the ELCG to send theological educators to teach at the seminary. Suitable residences for the LCMS theological educators were not located near to the ELCG’s seminary, were expensive, sometimes requiring 2 – 3 years of rent in advance, and disconnected the LCMS theological educators from the rest of the seminary community. Bishop Fynn proposed building suitable residences on the seminary grounds. The residences would be constructed to Western standards for the comfort and safety of the LCMS theological educators. The funding for the ELCG seminary residences came from the Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) ($100,000), LCMS Human Care ($80,000), and the ELCG ($85,000). These funds built two residences and came as a grant to the ELCG. The estimated sale price of the seminary residences is approximately $500,000 according to Bishop Fynn.

2

Dr. Collver and Bishop Fynn Dedicating the Seminary Residences

The two seminary residences still need to have concrete poured for the compound. Bishop Fynn would like the first LCMS theological educator to move into the new residence within the next 4 weeks. The residences took 5 1⁄2 months to build. After the dedication, Drs. Collver and Erber had dinner with Bishop Fynn at the Golden Tulip.

The ELCG’s seminary currently has about 10-12 students. The seminary building has capacity for a larger enrollment and potentially could serve as a regional seminary for West Africa. The ELCG makes use of the seminary building’s capacity, for instance the youth who attended the youth conference stayed at the seminary. As appropriate, the ELCG uses the seminary facility. The ELCG seminary could reach accreditation relatively easily. Wisconsin International University in Accra is nearby and potentially could extend its accreditation for a Bachelors level degree. Bishop Fynn would like 3 – 4 additional LCMS theological educators to teach at the ELCG’s seminary for the next few years while Ghanaians receive the necessary terminal degrees to teach at the seminary. Bishop Fynn believes with additional theological educators at the ELCG seminary accreditation could be reached within a year.

The accreditation of the ELCG seminary would be a tremendous resource for West African Lutheran churches as it could provide a theological degree not only to Ghana but to other nearby West African countries such as Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Gambia, and perhaps select students from Togo. The ELCG’s seminary is closer to accreditation than the Jonathan Ekong Memorial Seminary in Obit Idom. An accredited Lutheran seminary in West Africa is a significant piece of a strategy to increase Lutheran identity and capacity for the Lutheran churches in West Africa. Once an accredited bachelors level degree for theology exists in West Africa, the quality of pastor education would dramatically increase and fewer men would need to come to the United States or to Europe for training.

3

16 August 2015 (Sunday)

On Sunday, we attended church at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Accra, Ghana. Approximately, 300 people attended. The higher than normal attendance could be attributed in part to the youth from the ELCG attending a youth retreat and the symposium on same sex marriage. The order of service used at St. Paul’s is from The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH). The church used hymns but added an African musical flavor with additional instrumentation. Bishop Fynn officiated while Rev. Steve Schumacher, an LCMS theological educator, preached on John 6.

Panel on Same Sex Marriage

Immediately following the church service, the ELCG a symposium about homosexuality in Ghana for the Youth Convention. Bishop Fynn invited Dr. Albert Collver to speak on “Same Sex Marriage in America and its Consequences,” Mr. Isaac Owusu-Hemeng to speak on “Same Sex Marriage from the African Tradition,” and Mrs. Awuku Asabre to speak on “Same Sex Marriage from Ghana Law Perspective.” On Sunday additional people were added to the panel including Dr. David Erber and Rev. Steve Schumacher. The symposium had about 300 people in attendance and lasted about 2 1⁄2 hours. The symposium was covered by two Ghanaian television stations and one newspaper. The symposium was broadcast twice on Sunday and once on Monday.

Mr. Isaac Owusu-Hemeng spoke about how Ghanaian culture conforms to natural law. Marriage is primarily for procreation and two men or two women cannot procreate naturally. He also spoke on how homosexuality enters Ghanaian society: 1) sexual exploitation and sex trafficking, and 2) the availability of pornography on computers and mobile devices encourages some youth men and

4 women to experiment with same sex encounters. Because of the economic condition of Ghana, many foreigners and wealthy Ghanaians seek same sex encounters among poor teenagers. For a meal, attention, clothes, and perhaps a place to stay teenagers can be lured into same sex relationships. These same sex encounters frequently are arranged by cell phone and instant messaging. Another contributing factor is the availability of pornography. Parents do not question when two male or two female friends go off alone and typically do not monitor them like they would if it were a male and female couple. These teenagers sometimes view pornography together and then gradually try some of the things they see, leading to these people eventually becoming homosexual.

Another problem for countries such as Ghana which do not have an interest in same sex marriage is pressure from Western countries such as the United States. Foreign aid and international loans increasingly are predicated on the toleration or acceptance of practicing homosexuals and same sex marriage. The connection of Western aid and financial development to considering homosexuality a basic human right has had impact on many African countries.

Mrs. Awuku Asabre spoke on how the Ghanaian legal system views human rights and same sex marriage. Increasingly, homosexuality is connected to basic human rights. Dr. Collver spoke about the recent US Supreme Court decision on same sex marriage and possible implications for freedom of speech and religion in the future.

Dr. Erber and Rev. Steve Schumacher participated in the Q & A discussion after the main presentations.

After the symposium, Dr. Collver met with the LCMS missionaries for dinner.

After dinner, Dr. Collver and Bishop Fynn met to discuss numerous items about how the LCMS and ELCG have related over the years including paternalism shown to the ELCG. Bishop Fynn firmly believes that theological education is the key to building a strong Lutheran identity and for the expansion of the Lutheran church in Africa. Bishop Fynn indicated that one of the best things Drs. Ralph Bohlmann and Sam Nafzger did was establish church relations and protocol documents that ensures primary and significant communication occurs President to President / Bishop. Bishop Fynn indicated this arrangement ensures that the needs of the partner church are properly conveyed. Bishop Fynn also discussed how international “mission” work had changed in the past 50 years. Because of the partner churches, mission work in the 21st century consists primarily of theological education and increasing the capacity of partners so that they can do the mission work themselves.

Regarding world Lutheranism, Bishop Fynn indicated that a number of Lutheran churches in Africa are interested in relationships with both the International Lutheran Council (ILC) and the Missouri Synod. He encouraged that the Missouri Synod leverage her partners to help further these relationships. Bishop Fynn indicated that the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania recently contacted him regarding potential membership in the International Lutheran Council. Fynn and Collver are planning a visit to see presiding Bishop Alex Malasusa of the ELCT.

5 17 August 2015 (Monday) Bishop Fynn outlined a “road map” for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG). The most significant feature of this road map is a structure for the ELCG after Bishop Fynn retires. The proposed structure for the ELCG will be presented at the ELCG Synod Convention on 6 – 8 November 2015. Bishop Fynn invited Dr. Collver to attend this convention to give a keynote lecture on “Creation” or some other topic, and to help present the proposed structure from the perspective of how the ELCT and EECMY are structured. The proposed structure for the ELCG is based on the structure of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania and also is similar to that of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY).

The Ten States of Ghana Ghana is divided into ten states. The ELCG has a presence in all ten states. In the proposed structure, the ELCG would be divided into ten dioceses / synods / districts according to the ten states of Ghana. Each diocese / synod / district would have its own “bishop.” The council of bishops would elect a “presiding bishop” who serves as the bishop to the bishops and carries out other duties such as being the official representative for the ELCG to other church bodies and to the ILC. The local bishops retain local authority for their area. The presiding bishop does not have authority over local matters. The presiding bishop serves as the chairman for the council of bishops. Other duties of the presiding bishop will be defined in the constitution currently under development.

The proposed ELCG structure might include a provision like the EECMY that a bishop cannot serve more than two consecutive four year terms and that bishops must retire at 65 years old. (There was a discussion that if a man was elected bishop before the age of 65 he could serve one four-year term.)

6 The Lutheran churches that the most capacity and function the best in Africa have structures similar to what Bishop Fynn is proposing. The model for this structure comes from Tanzania, Ethiopia, and Madagascar. Bishop Fynn noted that Africans like “titles,” so it is best to use the title of “bishop.” He also noted that Africans tend to like to remain in a position for life, which is why he is proposing term limits. The bishop emeriti would serve as “advisors” to the bishop and carry out other ecclesiastical duties.

Presently, Bishop Fynn has identified six men who have advanced training from LCMS seminaries (M.Div) to hold the position of regional bishop. Bishop Fynn would like to send four other men to Concordia Theological Seminary for a masters level degree as training for the other regional bishops. With the completion of this training there would be 10 regional bishops. Bishop Fynn intends to have further conversation with Dr. Lawrence Rast regarding the training of these four men with the goal of that they complete the degree in 18 months. Bishop Fynn requested that the Global Seminary Initiative provide the scholarships for this training. Dr. Collver encouraged Bishop Fynn not have these four men apply for study at the seminary as soon as possible.

Bishop Fynn believes this succession plan will be best for the ELCG and will help to build the capacity and competency of the church. Key to this plan is theological education, a strong seminary, with occasional advanced training from LCMS seminaries.

After the discussion about the proposed ELCG structure, Bishop Fynn discussed with Dr. David Erber the possibility of building a missionary house on the former LCMS now LBT compound in Accra. The Erbers currently live on the compound in a house original designed for house boys and servants. It does not have an office or other amenities that would be helpful to a missionary family, such as guest quarters.

We visited All Saints’ Lutheran Church in Accra. The church building was dedicated to the memory of Rev. Theodore Laesch. His son vicared there in the mid-1990s. The LCMS OIM will be sending a missionary family to serve here in the near future. Dr. David Erber inspected the residence to see what sorts of repairs it might need. Bishop Fynn expressed concern that the residence might be less comfortable than Americans would like to live in.

7 18 August 2015 (Tuesday)

Bishop Fynn came to the Golden Tulip for breakfast with Dr. Collver, whose flight from Accra to JFK had been delayed by nearly 2 hours. Bishop Fynn summarize his plan to introduce a new structure for the ELCG at the convention in November 2015. He expressed the need to build a residence for Dr. Erber. He also is very interested in having additional theological educators at the ELCG’s seminary. He plans to attend the International Lutheran Council’s (ILC) world conference on 24 – 27 September 2015 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He indicated that the ILC is taking a good turn and is generating interest among LWF church bodies.

Bishop Fynn dropped Collver off at the airport.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.

Photographs from “ELCG Visitation” (2015-08-18).
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! 1 NORWEIGIAN LUTHERAN MISSION (NLM) VISIT TO THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS 19 AUGUST 2015

On 17 July 2015, Øyvind Åsland, the General Secretary / Chief Executive Officer, of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, Norsk Luthersk Misjonssamband, (NLM) wrote to Dr. Collver to arrange a meeting. The Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) is one of the largest mission agencies in Europe. NLM has a budget of approximately $200 million USD and about 150 full time career missionaries in addition to short term volunteers. NLM sent its first international missionary in 1891, three years before the Missouri Synod send a missionary to India. NLM has a goal to plant Lutheran churches. The NLM has planted or assisted in the planting of churches in Ethiopia, in Kenya, in Tanzania, in Taiwan, in Hong Kong, in Mongolia, in Peru, in Bolivia, in Mail, and in West Japan, the Lutheran church were Drs. Makito and Naomichi Masaki originated. Today, several of the churches planted by NLM are seeking to see if the International Lutheran Council (ILC) could be an alternative fellowship for them in place of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). On 19 August 2015, Øyvind Åsland, General Secretary / CEO of NLM, and Hjalmer Bøe, International Director for NLM, came to the International Center in Saint Louis, MO, for a meeting.

Pictured (left to right): Hjalmer Bøe, Øyvind Åsland, Dr. Albert Collver

The meeting was scheduled to begin at 9 AM, however, Dr. Collver was a day late returning to Saint Louis from Ghana and Hjalmer Bøe was delayed in Chicago. As a result of these delays, the meeting began at 11:15 AM at the International Center with a brief introduction and a tour of the International Center.

! 2 The Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM), founded in 1891 as Det Norske Lutherske Kinamisjonsforbund (the Norwegian Lutheran Federation for Mission in China) has for 124 years been in but not under the Norwegian state church. Over the years the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) has established prayer houses inside of Norway, where members of the NLM worship. As the former state church of Norway has become more liberal and more distant from the position of the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, the members of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) increasingly have worshiped at the NLM prayer houses rather than the former Norway state churches.

On 10 July 2015, the Norwegian Lutheran Mission at their Annual General Meeting, voted 548 to 121 to become a “religious community.” ( trossamfunn). In other words, the Norwegian Lutheran Mission voted to become a church. Now that the Norwegian Lutheran Mission has become a church, Øyvind Åsland for lack of a better word becomes the “bishop” of the religious community.

As an “emerging church,” the NLM is grappling with what it means to be a church and how to relate to other churches. The NLM is interested in the International Lutheran Council and perhaps with doctrinal discussions with the Missouri Synod.

The Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) is known for being “pietistic,” “low church,” with a low view of the office of the ministry. The NLM believes in the inspiration and inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures. They also accept the Lutheran Confessions, particularly the Augsburg Confession and the Small and Large Catechism. They consider themselves a confessional Lutheran church. “Ordination” strictly speaking is understood by NLM as something done by the bishop of the Church of Norway. So the “pastors” of NLM are not ordained, since to be ordained would put them under the authority of the bishop of the Church of Norway. Their pastors are “consecrated” by NLM to baptize, administer the Lord’s Supper, and to preach. The Norwegian Lutheran Mission also has a tradition of evangelists. Many of the churches established by NLM have evangelists. Evangelists are authorized to preach but not administer the sacrament. The Norwegian Lutheran Mission does not ordain women and believes that the Scriptures prohibit it.

The Norwegian Lutheran Mission has a high view of Scripture and accepts the confessional documents of the Church of Norway. Areas where further doctrinal discussion between NLM and the Missouri Synod and ILC member churches include fellowship and the office of the ministry.

After the tour of the International Center, the group had lunch and traveled to Concordia Publishing House. The NLM expressed interest in translating some of CPH’s works into Norwegian and perhaps using others on the mission field.

! 3

Pictured (Left to Right): Rev. Paul McCain, Dr. Albert Collver, Jonathan Schulz, Øyvind Åsland, and Hjalmer Bøe

The Norwegian Lutheran Mission has a small publishing house that has licensed material from CPH in the past. NLM also has a seminary and a number of schools in Norway. It has significant resources.

(Pictured left to right): Hjalmer Bøe, Dr. Jeff Kloha, Øyvind Åsland

! 4 After visiting Concordia Publishing House, the NLM representatives toured Concordia Seminary. Some of the NLM pastors have done advanced studies at Concordia Seminary in the past.

Future Discussions

The NLM would like further discussions with both the Missouri Synod and the International Lutheran Council. NLM has between 50,000 and 100,000 members. If NLM and the Missouri Synod were able to enter altar and pulpit fellowship, or if NLM joined the International Lutheran Council (ILC), NLM instantly would become our largest and financially strongest European partner. The ILC has extended invitations to NLM for future meetings.

NLM also expressed concern over some Missouri Synod activity in places such as Peru and Bolivia. Future conversations were pledged on this.

Respectfully submitted by Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Relations

Photographs from “NORWEIGIAN LUTHERAN MISSION” (2015-08-19).
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Norwegian Lutheran Mission representatives Hjalmar Bø and Øyvind Åsland pose with ILC/LCMS representative Albert Collver at recent meetings in St. Louis, Missouri. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI – On August 19, 2015, Øyvin Åsland, Executive Director of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM), and Hjalmar Bø, Director NLM International Department, came to St. Louis, Missouri to visit with The Lutheran Church–Church Missouri Synod and to learn more about the International Lutheran Council (ILC). The Norwegian Lutheran Mission (NLM) was formed in 1891 as Det Norske Lutherske Kinamisjonsforbund (the Norwegian Lutheran Federation for Mission in China). The NLM is connected to the revival movements in Norway and adheres to the Holy Scriptures, the Ecumenical Creeds, the Augsburg Confession, and Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms. Their slogan is “The World for Christ.” It has approximately 2,500 chapters across Norway and runs nearly 30 schools from the elementary to college-levels. It further operates more than 40 kindergartens and community centers across the country. The Norwegian Lutheran Mission operates in several of the same countries where the LCMS also operates. For instance, the Norwegian Lutheran Missionaries established Tabor Evangelical College in Ethiopia. Currently, some of Tabor Evangelical College’s faculty are pursuing doctoral studies through the LCMS’ Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis. Missionaries from the NLM have also had frequent contact with LCMS missionaries in places such as Hong Kong, Taiwan, Latin America, and Africa. Although there have been many informal contacts through the years, this is the first time that the Norwegian Lutheran Mission has sought official contacts with the Missouri Synod and with the International Lutheran Council. The Norwegian Lutheran Mission has been seeking to plant Lutheran churches around the world since 1891 (three years before the LCMS itself began international mission work). Historically, the NLM has been a movement within, but independent of, the Church of Norway. It has, for example, opposed certain actions of the Church of Norway (such as the ordination of women). But the Norwegian Lutheran Mission recently voted to establish its own “religious communities” by a vote of 548 in favor to 121 against. This vote marks a shift for the NLM, as it moves from being a mission agency inside the Church of Norway to a church in its own rite. As such, the NLM has begun to wrestle with the implications of this decision, including how it will relate to other churches in the world and what sorts of relationships it will seek. Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (LCMS Director of Church Relations and ILC Executive Assistant) noted that the first formal visit with the Norwegian Lutheran Mission went well, and that members are looking forward to more visits in the future. ——————— 文 THELUTHERANCH MISSOURISYNOD By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church–Canada. Norwegian Lutheran Mission holds meetings with LCMS/ILC by Mathew Block | Aug 28, 2015 NEWS Media Contacts Newsletter Archives ILC Statements SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Email address: Your email address SIGN UP RSS Feed World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE International Lutheran Council. All rights reserved.  World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE  About Us 3 Members 3 Seminaries 3 World Conferences 3 Resources 3 Signup for ILC updates
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! 1 ETHIOPIA EECMY AND MISSOURI SYNOD CONSULTATION CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 24 AUGUST 2015

PRESENT: Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa, Dr. Tilahun, Dr. Collver

AGENDA

1. Prayer (Dr. Collver) 8:30 am 2. Report on EECMY’s Ministry & working relationship with LCMS (Dr. Berhnau) 8:45-9:30 3. Diaspora Community report (Dr. Mendedo) 9:30-10:00 am 4. EECMY’s Scholarship request to CUC (Dr. Collver, Dr. Berhanu and Dr. Gard) 10:00 11:30 am

Lunch Break

5. Reviewing LCMS-EECMY Strategic Action Plans (Dr. Rast, Dr. Mendedo, Dr. Collver, Dr. Berhanu & Dr. Schulz) 2:00-3:00 pm. 6. Alternative approaches for educating Ph. D candidates from Ethiopia 3:00-4:00 pm. 7. Theological Discussion Agenda for Feb. 2015 4:00-5:00

MEETING

1.! Devotion and Prayer based on 2 Corinthians 2:14 – 17, “Bearing the fragrance of death.” 2.! Dr. Berhanu Reported.

Last November a MYS action plan

Dr. Yacob Godebo is potentially the new dean of the seminary after Dr. Rockrohr left the position vacant. Dr. Yacob studied in England. Still need advisors; this is the expectation of the seminary board. Perhaps, someone who has experience can stand by his side and help.

The seminary board checked the progress of the M.A. program. The test results were better this year than last year. In the first exam, 23 passed and 7 failed. The goal is to have 30 of 30 to finish. Some come from other churches, who joined the program and covered their own expenses.

Discussed actualizing a Ph.D. program with Rev. Roethemeyer and Dr. Schulz. Dr. Schulz indicated that it is difficult to start a academic PhD but would be easier to start a practical doctorate (DMin) by 2017. In principle, Dr. Berhanu and the Fort Wayne representatives agreed and signed a document to indicate their agreement. Dr. Schulz is to work on the curriculum for this and Rev. Roethemeyer is supposed to work on library resources for this.

EECMY has been given the responsibility of working on the classrooms and facilities. Also, developing Ethiopian faculty. The undergraduate program (BTh) will move to Tiliku Akaki Bible School (Qes Abraham’s school). The seminary board approved this plan. In the future another branch might be started at Debrezeit (Bishoftu). The seminary board wants a holistic program and desires to move a branch of the leadership school and a branch of the seminary program to

! 2 Bishoftu. Another reason to do this is to meet requirements of the Ethiopian government. The government returned the Bishoftu land on the condition that there would be a school / university. The EECMY is concerned that a theology program alone would not fulfill this requirement. So EECMY needs to do both.

The latest development in terms of the Ethiopian government related to accreditation is that the government does not care about the theology program as long as the other program is in place. So it might be possible for the university to be Christian or at least have a Christian flavoring.

Need instructors for the PhD program. Work on instructors from the seminary side. Two nationals PhDs are at MYS. After this year, MYS will have one other PhD. The three PhDs: Dr. Yacob, Systematic Theology, Dr. Tesso, Christian Education, Qes Ayallew, Systematic Theology.

Rev. Masresha, Christian-Muslim Relations in 2017. Rev. Lelissa, CTS PhD in Missiology finished by 2016.

Dr. Berhanu found a professor at NALC who is coming to EECMY for long term service. Dr. Marris, Ph.D. in Biblical Theology, and his wife will teach English.

Two from LCMS: Dr. Mark Rabe; Rev. Erik Stinnet.

MYS uses EGTS staff part time. For instance, Brook who received his doctorate in South Africa is from EGTS.

Rev. Bulti Feyssa needs response from CSL. Bulti teaches Biblical languages and studies. Bulti had completed some graduate work at CSL. He believes that he was “dismissed” or asked to leave CSL due to doctrinal disagreements with the faculty; this is what he has reported to people in Ethiopia. CSL indicated that performance not doctrine was connected to Bulti’s departure from CSL.

Dr. Berhanu spoke that it is important to minimize student complaints lest these complaints create a negative view in Ethiopia of the LCMS. He indicated that clearly the students were sometimes at fault.

Drs. Tilahun and Berhanu spoke about Ethiopian culture and how this might affect reactions of the students. Because Ethiopia was never colonized, Ethiopian students tend to be prouder than other African students and have slightly different expectations regarding services provided by the school. The EECMY will need to help prepare students better and LCMS institutions might need to be slightly more sensitive / responsive to their needs. Simple things can create good will.

Exchange Program

LCMS professors coming to MYS has been fulfilled. But still need to have EECMY people come to CSL / CTS for exchange.

Perhaps, Dr. Yacob could come to both CTS / CSL to see how the seminaries operate.

! 3 Deaconess Program

MYS is thinking of starting a deaconess program – it would do both the practical and theoretical aspects.

Tadelech will start by teaching diakonia classes. The plan is to develop a deaconess institution. Originally, planned to have Deborah Rockrohr help. Dr. Berhanu wanted to know if LCMS could send someone to help Tadelech establish a diakonia program.

So far, the EECMY has been addressing practical matters. Helping people in need, showing love to the neighbor. The EECMY has a wholistic view of ministry. Development and social work helps with the basic physical needs of people. The EECMY has not yet developed the theology behind helping people. Dr. Berhanu sees the deaconess work with the Missouri Synod to help develop the theology of the practical needs. This work needs to become more academic and need to set the curriculum and develop the philosophy. So if LCMS steps up, it could significantly develop the theology and philosophy. If the Norwegians step up, they will have a larger influence.

Some of the Norwegian program does not deal with the Biblical view. There is no one at MYS equipped to say yes or no. EECMY wants to develop its own diaconal program.

Discussed Rev. Bulti

Discussed Ebise... might it be possible for her to begin intensive courses? Check with CTS.

CONCORDIA CHICAGO MEETING RE MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS

Present: Dr. Dan Gard, Dr. Alan Meyer, Dr. Steve Wente (Music Chair); Dr. Berhanu, Dr. Collver, Dr. Tilahun.

Discuss scholarship for Bereket from Jazz school. Also need to establish a connection with CUS.

Dr. Berhanu: Reach out to church workers and train them with leadership. Berhanu gave history of the MYS and history of the leadership school. Plan of the church is to develop the leadership and management school to increase the faculty and make it a Christian university.

Three departments: School of Theology, School of Leadership and Management, School of Music.

EECMY goal is to train 12,000 pastors. The school of theology works to this.

The School of Music is a need. The Concordia University could connect and establish partnership in music and school of leadership and management.

MYS lacks educational management and curriculum.

Dr. Tilahun: This is a follow up of our meeting in November 2014. The EECMY needs qualified people in academic programs. In the past, European churches and ELCA gave scholarships to EECMY people, but since they took their position on homosexuality these scholarships dried up. Bereket who is the dean of music only has his first degree. The view of music is very narrow to only

! 4 jazz. Would like a biblical foundation and understanding of music. Concordia Chicago is the best school for music in the LCMS system. Deaconess Sandra Rhein is in the process of helping the EECMY work on a hymnal revision. Having Bereket come to River Forest would be very strategic to this project. EECMY needs quality leadership and a quality music program. Big opportunity to have a university in Ethiopia. Although Ethiopia is a poor country, there are many wealthy Ethiopians who try to send students to America for study. Only 20% receive visas so there is a market in Ethiopia for the 80% of those who try to come to America to receive a good educational program in Ethiopia.

Dr. Berhanu: It is the Chiros of God now. Increase of over 1 million people last year. We need to act while God is moving. We need you to help us. Macedonian call.

Dr. Gard: As a university we want to be involved with the church. Alan Meyer is heading off to China to do some work. We want to work cooperatively with the Synod. We want to support the Gospel. You mentioned Leadership et al; we have all the way to doctoral work via distance. The music program is a great blessing.

Dr. Wenti: All of our music people integrate with church music and theology and music. While we have a lot to offer and share, we would be interested in learning from you too. The music program is in house and residential. It is not available as an on-line program. Can Bereket come for a year?

Dr. Berhanu: Yes, he can come for a year.

Dr. Allen Meyer: You mentioned partnership. What does a partnership look like?

Dr. Tilahun: Perhaps Concordia could have an extension office in Addis Ababa.

Dr. Berhanu: Scholarships for the leadership and music school is for faculty development. In Ethiopia, there are not scholarships. People pay for leadership / management and music degrees.

Goal:

1.! Scholarship for Bereket – admission process, I20, and finances. 2.! Explore a delegation meeting. Center for international studies.

Scholarship for Tsegaye need qualification in curriculum development.

CONFERENCE CALL WITH DR. JEFF KLOHA

Dr. Berhanu: Students from Addis who secured their I-20, went to the embassy, and denied a visa. Two students so far. They on verge of losing hope. Is it possible to negotiate with embassy?

Dr. Kloha: Tamrat was first to go through the process and he was successful. We submitted identical information for the other students but were denied. When it came to the interview, the students were not able to present information about finances or the education program. CSL has been working on arranging for courses to be taught in Wittenberg in June 2016 with Dr. Kolb and Dr. Maxwell and probably also with Dr. Schumacher in Addis this Spring to help the students get started. The goal then would be once they start in their program then perhaps they would be

! 5 successful in obtaining a visa next summer. Dr. Robinson and Elowsky will be in Addis, they will do a PhD class by extension while they are in Ethiopia. At this time, we do not believe it is a good idea to re-apply for the Winter quarter.

Dr. Berhanu: The embassy did not give any detail why they were denied.

Dr. Kloha: President Meyer is an acquainted with a US Congressmen. Will see if he can find out why the visas were denied. Hailu’s visa was denied for his last course. This has never happened before. So it is a strange course of events. Possibly what happened is that CSL taught a class in Israel. Hailu attended that class and perhaps his attending the class in Israel caused his visa to be denied.

Dr. Tilahun also mentioned that the Chinese hacked the US Visa system and the 15,000 or so visas approved during this time were denied.

It might be good to work with CTS on these graduate extension classes taught in Wittenberg and Addis.

LUNCH

1 PM – Dr. Rast arrived and reconvened the meeting with prayer.

MEETING WITH DR. RAST

Dr. Tilahun: Purpose of meeting was to revisit what we have done and left undone.

Dr. Tilahun summarized the Ethiopian fellowship meeting in Ohio.

Dr. Tilahun will provide a list of Ethiopian Diaspora people who have STM and PhDs who could teach in Ethiopia.

Dr. Berhanu: A person with international mission experience, he could help with IMS during the week and then on weekend help with a Chinese mission outreach.

CTS student complaints potentially can color or hinder relations with EECMY in the future. Rev. Roethemeyer did address the immediate situation. Dr. Rast will look into it more.

Items to discuss:

1.! Student Complaint 2.! Visa Issues 3.! Alternative Classes taught in Wittenberg / Addis 4.! Doctorate Program

A discussion about ethnic homogeneity and mission outreach occurred. Dr. Rast told a story about his family genealogy — one of his relatives became Lutheran but the compromise was worship would be in English instead of Germany.

CTS will provide library development and Schulz will work on curriculum.

! 6

Student Dining Hall — Ways of Completing It.

Discussed with Dr. Berhanu the possibility of having the LCMS complete the MYS dinning hall in exchange for free campus housing for LCMS missionaries for a period of four years. Dr. Berhanu thought that the idea had merit but also emphasized that the housing on MYS campus is a revenue generator. Dr. Berhanu indicated that the financial situation at MYS was not great right now due to some potential financial mismanagement. The seminary board was seeking to address these problems. Dr. Berhanu could not commit to accepting the LCMS proposal but suggested that the proposal be submitted to Dr. Belay and to Dr. Berhanu who would present it to the seminary board for consideration.

Both Dr. Berhanu and Dr. Tilahun indicated another possibility might be for the LCMS to build a residence on available MYS land. An MOU could be developed so that the LCMS would have exclusive use of the housing units it built with eventually reversion to the EECMY when the LCMS was done using the housing at some future date.

DOCTRINAL DISCUSSIONS

Hermeneutical Principles — Scripture interprets scriptures. Neither EECMY or LCMS would be offended by topic. Dr. Berhanu suggested begin with Article II of EECMY Constitution. He noted that EECMY has sufficient copies of the Book of Concord. EECMY pastors have been using it for confirmation class. Would be good for EECMY to present on what Article II is about.

Planned meeting in February 2016 around CMCR time. A few days are seminary consultation. One or two days for doctrinal discussions. Drs. Rast and Kloha will be present. Need to contact Dr. Lehenbauer. Collver invited to pastors’ conference in April 2016.

THE ETHIOPIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Shauen Trump indicated that Dawit Tufa, the President of the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia, contacted him regarding the possibility of an agreement. Dr. Collver asked Drs. Berhanu and Tilahun about Dawit Tufa. Dr. Tilahun taught him in school when he was a seminary professor at MYS. The general consensus of Drs. Tilahun and Berhanu is that the EELC is nearly the same theologically to the EECMY, except they do not ordain women and they are more charismatic than the EECMY. They also noted that Yebede Yegezu was affiliated with this group before he began to seek fellowship with the Wisconsin Synod. Both Tilahun and Berhanu indicated that in the past LCMS World Mission tried to develop relationships with the EELC. These attempts caused disturbances within both the EECMY and the EELC.

Dr. Berhanu pointed out that the agreement signed between the LCMS and the EECMY requires that the LCMS seek consultation with the EECMY before signing an agreement with another group in Ethiopia.

The Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church was established in 1911 by the BV from Sweden. From their website (

! 7 The Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church is the fruit of the missionary work of the former Swedish Lutheran Mission (Bibeltrogna Vanner - literally Bible True Friends - SLM BV) that was founded in 1911 with the key leadership role of Axel B. Svensson. It has previously been working in partnership with other organizations especially in south Sweden. The first missionaries of SLM BV, Joseph Svensson and Anton Johnsson, arrived in Addis Ababa in 1921, after passing over a serious of hurdles. For the first six months they used a rented house and within a year they were able to approach the Emperor Haile Sillassie I. In 1924, a new school is built in Gulele near Ras Desta Damtew Hospital where its present Head Office is located.

The opening of stations and school building activities continued in different places namely Harar (1925), Dire Dawa (1928), Alemaya (1942), Assela (1946), Kofele (1954), Qersa (1950), Laqi Herera (1965), Bosa Wolaita (1965), and Sodo Wolaita (1978).

PROFILE

SLMBV has been responsible for handling and administering all matters concerning the work until “the Lutheran Church in Ethiopia” became a nationally registered Church by the State Administration in 1960. Both have been working side by side until “The Integration Agreement” between them is signed in 1975 with full autonomy of the Church.

Beginning 2010 the Church has got a new name Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC, hereafter) just as our supporting agency the former SLM BV is now called Evangelical Lutheran Mission (ELM). So far more than 105 Missionaries and volunteers from Sweden and Denmark have served in the mission field. EELC is at present ministering in six geographical synods with its own General Assembly as the highest decision making body. The Executive Committee with two representatives from each synod is delegated to manage the work with the Head office as the center.

A group of congregations of same language and culture constitute a synod with its own team leadership and administration. The Asella Lutheran Theological Seminary is a center of training for present and future ministers and leaders of the Church, offering short term and long term education (3 years diploma) basis.

Copyright © 2014 Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church. Designed @ BEKI Square

CONCLUSION

Dr. Berhanu expressed gratitude that Dr. Tilahun, Dr. Rast, and Dr. Collver traveled to meet with him. He concluded with prayer for the EECMY, the LCMS, the students studying with the LCMS, and for the endeavor to draw the two churches closer to partnership.

Drs. Collver, Rast, Tilahun departed.

! 8 Upcoming Items

Dr. Gard and Concordia Chicago may form a visitation team to visit MYS to see if they can provide assistance to the School of Leadership and Management and to the Jazz school. In the meantime, Concordia Chicago will see if it is possible to offer scholarships to Bereket and Tsegaye. Both students need to submit additional information to Concordia Chicago to be admitted to the masters degree program.

November 2015 — Dr. Schulz and Rev. Roethemeyer will go to Ethiopia to work on curriculum and library matters.

February 2015 — EECMY / MYS / LCMS consultation meeting (just before or after CMCR). Drs. Collver, Kloha, Rast involved. Dr. Lehenbauer if available for the doctrinal discussion portion. Rev. Shauen Trump from OIM should be present. Dr. Schumacher from CSL also will be present.

Dr. Berhanu would like to formalize the commitment and perhaps include CSL in the agreement to expand the masters program into a “practical doctorate” by 2017.

April 2015 — EECMY pastors conference.
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! 1 UKRAINE VISITATION FOR ULC, DELKU, AND SELCU — KIEV AND ODESSA REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS

28 August – 4 September 2015: Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations; Dr. Timothy Quill, Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne.

Summary

•! Invited to Ukraine by Bishop Serge Maschewski of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (DELKU). Met with representatives from three Lutheran church bodies in the Ukraine: the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (DELKU), the Ukraine Lutheran Church (ULC), and Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU). •! Extensive Discussions with DELKU, who recently broke with the Bavarian church in Germany. •! Desires Doctrinal Discussions towards altar and pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod. •! Desires theological education and continuing education for pastors. •! Seeking assistance with humanitarian projects. •! Interested in joining the International Lutheran Council (ILC) Action Items and Recommendations •! Church Relations office will sponsor first round of pastors’ conferences beginning in October 2015. Dr. Naomichi Masaki from Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne has agreed to lecture on the liturgy and the Office of the Holy Ministry for the pastors’ conference 2015 October 19-24. In October, Bishop Maschewski will inform Missouri Synod of the dates for the remaining four pastors’ conferences. •! Church Relations office will work with the Commission on Theology and Church Relations to begin fellowship discussions between the Missouri Synod and DELKU. Initially proposed that Missouri Synod team (perhaps Drs. Lehenbauer and Rast) visit Ukraine and also that Bishop Maschewski some to Saint Louis. •! Church Relations will continue to coordinate a conference between DELKU, SELCU, and ULC. •! Recommendation for OIM: Bishop Maschewski will submit grant application soon for some human care projects such as caring for orphans, war refugees, et al. If possible, award small grant to DELKU. •! Recommendation for OIM: Consider implementing Dr. Timothy Quill’s recommendations for theological education in the 2016-2017 fiscal year. •! Recommendation: Work with DELKU and other Russian speaking churches for CPH books to translate into Russian. Report Contents •! Day by Day Report of Events and Conversations •! Translation of pertinent doctrinal parts of DELKU Constitution in English (pg. 22) •! DELKU Constitution in Russian •! DELKU Divine Service and Service without Holy Communion in Russian

! 2 29 August 2015 (Saturday) — Kiev

Arrived in Kiev, Ukraine. Was picked up and greeted at the airport by Paul Smirnoff (Павел! Смирнов), interpreter, and Deacon Igor Shemigon (Игорь Шемигон). We went to the Hotel “Kozatskiy” located at the center of Kiev. After checking into the hotel, we left with our guides for dinner and met Constantine Burlov-Vasilev, President of German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (GELCU / DELKU) [Немецкая Евангелическо-лютеранская Церковь Украины (в дальнейшем НЕЛЦУ)]. The President of DELKU handles administrative matters, while the bishop handles spiritual matters. DELKU theological disagrees with ELKRAS which is more liberal. DELKU does not ordain women or practicing homosexuals.

DELKU Statistics

31 parishes 14 pastors 10,000 members, 3,000 people worship regularly on Sunday.

Pictured Left to Right: Deacon Igor Shemigon (DELKU), President Constantine Burlov-Vasilev (DELKU), Dr. Timothy Quill (LCMS), Dr. Albert Collver (LCMS), Bishop V’yacheslav Horpynchuk (ULC)

Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC)

The Ukrainian Lutheran Church is in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). Rev. V’yacheslav Horpynchuk is the bishop of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. The visit was a courtesy visit after Dr. Collver met Bishop Horpynchuk at the WELS convention in July 2014. The Ukrainian Lutheran Church was founded in 1996. However, it traces its roots to the Ukrainian Evangelical

! 3 Church of the Augsburg Confession which was destroyed by the Soviets in 1939. The Ukrainian Lutheran Church uses the liturgy based on the Liturgy of the Byzantine Lutheran Rite, which is based off the liturgy of the Eastern Rite, used by the Orthodox church. This significantly distinguishes the Ukrainian Lutheran Church from other Lutheran churches as most use the Latin rite.

Discussed the possibility with Bishop Horpynchuk about holding a “free-conference” with all three Lutheran churches in the Ukraine. He was open to the idea, but said the Missouri Synod should coordinate with the Wisconsin Synod.

ULC Statistics 20 congregations (10 congregations active) 20 pastors 700 communicants

30 August 2015 (Sunday) — Kiev

Saint Catharine’s Lutheran Church founded 1857 Worshiped at St. Catharine’s and met the congregation. The congregation was established in 1857. Deacon Igor Shemigon preached on the Good Samaritan. Dr. Collver had been asked to preach and was listed on the schedule to preach; however, he declined to preach and explained Missouri Synod’s position on altar and pulpit fellowship, which was well received.

! 4 31 August 2015 (Monday) — Odessa

DELKU — German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (GELCU / DELKU) Немецкая Евангелическо-лютеранская Церковь Украины (в дальнейшем НЕЛЦУ)

Visit with Bishop Serge Maschewski, elected bishop of DELKU 30 October 2013, consecration 15 February 2014. Bishop Maschewski studied at Concordia Theological Seminary as part of the Russian Project from 1997-2001.

Description of the Current Situation in DELKU

DELKU has 28 officially registered congregations. DELKU does not count small congregations or prayer groups in this number of 28. These small groups are considered part of the mother congregation.

Map Showing Location of DELKU Congregations

DELKU has 6 pastors, plus the bishop. Two pastors died in 2014. Two pastors left Ukraine for Germany. Two pastors are presently not serving because they are under church discipline. The Synod will decide in a future meeting if they should be defrocked. Four Deacons — among the deacons there are two females, three predigen — one man and two women.

Previously, DELKU did not have official position of deacon / deaconess. No title of deacon, although the church had diakonia. The previous bishop wanted to make the first step toward women’s ordination; he did this by creating female deacons. The female deacons have the right to

! 5 compose a sermon if they have enough education. The “main” work is not in the field of diakonia but in “liturgical” worship. Bishop Maschewski wants to turn deacons / deaconesses to the task of diakonia and not give them liturgical function. This will take teaching and time in order to maintain the unity of the church.

Difference between deacons and predigen?

Deacon has the right to write his own sermon (licensed to write their own sermon); it needs to be approved by the bishop before it can be preached. Predigens are only allowed to read sermons written by someone else.

Bishop Maschewski has established a new practice. The bishop’s office provides a sermon to every congregation; this sermon is read by the deacons and the predigen (lectors). If deacon composes a sermon, according to the constitution, the bishop has the right to approve it before it is preached. Deacon has the right to conduct confirmation classes, but does not have the right to examine the confirmands, only pastors have the right to examine them.

The Lord’s Supper is only administered by ordained pastors, not by deacons. The synod might decide to delegate consecration of Holy Communion to deacons for the spiritual care of the people.

Had a pastor from Munich from EKD. He invited a female dean to Kiev and entrusted her to conduct worship in Kiev. The conservative congregation rejected this and left worship. They have been pushed away now.

DELKU’s constitution forbids female ordination.

DELKU had 7 congregations in Crimea; some of the 7 are too small to be considered a congregation but are more like a preaching station because they have 10-20 people. There are 7 congregations registered by the state as congregations. The congregations in Crimea have come under the control of ELCRAS since the Ukrainian civil war. On 12 July 2015, Bishop Brauer ordained one female clergyman in Simferopol (Симферополь), Crimea. Simferopol comes from Greek and means the city of usefulness.

—

We do understand that it is very vital to have re-catechization for one part of the congregation in Kiev that women’s ordination is wrong.

The Bavarian Church on 30 June 2015 stopped its relationship with DELKU because of unreasonable statements by Bishop Serge Maschewski. The first letter came from Bavarian Superintendent Martin wrote that several theological disagreements arose between Bavarian Church and DELKU. Bavarian church cited the following theological disagreements: What is the Word of God?; Bavarians said the Bible contains the Word of God but is not the Word of God.

! 6 As the result of this statement, Bavarian church supports women’s ordination and the blessing of homosexual relations. The final straw was the Bavarian church gave permission to allow homosexual couples to live in parsonages. Homosexual and lesbian pastors are able to live with their partner in the parsonage. This caused the major break between DELKU and the Bavarian.

No financial support from Bavarian headquarters or congregations. However, there is some “spiritual” relationship between DELKU and some Bavarian congregations. For instance, a congregation in Regensburg sends the Easter Pascal candle to a church in Kiev.

This is the logical end of DELKU’s relationship with EKD / Bavarians. The EKD / Bavarians made a strategic mistake for assuming that Serge Maschewski would ignore the vow he during his consecration as bishop. They assumed he would remain their puppet to continue to receive financial support. Bishop Maschewski cannot go against his conscience. This is not my own personal position; it is the position of the Lord and I cannot go against him.

Even the two female deacons and two female predigen are against liberalism. One of the female deacons is an aggressive proponent of female ordination. However, she realizes that there is no possibility that DELKU will ordain women. Bishop Maschewski’s challenge is to find a suitable position for her in the church, so that she will forget about female ordination but gladly serve the church in a God pleasing way. The “preaching” done by the four females is temporary and will end.

DELKU is holding a Synod meeting 2015 September Dnipropetrovs'k. The bishop is preparing a resolution to uphold the DELKU’s constitution. We all together announce that 1. all the Bible is the Word of God, the two books of the Old and New Testament, this is the only norm on the base of which all teachers are judged; 2. What is the royal priesthood, the pastoral ministry, and after that in a very concrete way — we call pastors according to the scriptures only men. Then AC XIV will be cited and explained what it means according to DELKU’s constitution. Then a special part will be devoted to the unity of the church. Only one basis for the unity of the church, on the base of the teaching of the apostles and prophets.

Bishop Maschewski said there will be 34 participants at the Synod meeting next week with the right to vote. 29 people will vote in favor and 5 will vote against.

The present constitution of DELKU accepts the Augsburg Confession and the Small and Large Catechisms are the confessional documents. Although several congregations have congregational statements accepting the entire Book of Concord. The Synod in 2016 will add two paragraphs to the Church Constitution accepting the entire Book of Concord. The Synod in 2016 also will define marriage as that between one man and one woman.

In addition, there are some disagreement on how church resources were being managed.

! 7 Bishop Maschewski said DELKU needs to find new partners who are faithful to the Word of God. We need to go through this cross, this test, and not panic but trust that the Lord will deliver us for being faithful.

Bavarian Church had a system to support DELKU. Each congregation would propose projects such as food for homeless, or other things. The Bavarians would accept some projects and decline others. 25,000 Euros were sent each year to the DELKU office, not including projects. Bavarian Church was supporting some large projects such as the renovation of the church building. It started but now has stopped.

DELKU has some good property that could be used for development.

DELKU is looking toward the future with hope. We realize our goal here in Ukraine. The Lord has given us the task to be faithful to the Scriptures. The strategy of development will be announced at the Synod. As of July 2015, the church has the right to develop Lutheran schools. DELKU would like to have K-12 Lutheran schools.

1 September 2015 (Tuesday)

Theophil Richter School opening 10 am.

The Ukraine state granted the church permission to open a church school on July 12. The school is named Theophil Richter (29 April 1872 – 7 October 1941), after the organist / cantor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Odessa. This is the first Lutheran school since the communist revolution in the early 20th century. The school serves pre-school and kindergarten through 3rd grade. All the teachers are Lutheran and members of the church.

Interest was expressed in Lutheran school resources and materials.

! 8

Children’s song:

Study is a hard word, discipline, no fun or excitement at all Hard work One must be a model citizen of the state

—

Visited the St Paulos German Medical Clinic at the church

The hospital in Odessa which is 500 meters away is closing. The clinic is receiving more and more patients. They do genetic testing, have a Hepatitis C and HIV program, allergy program, general health, and a dental clinic.

—

Additional discussion with Bishop Maschewski

DELKU has a pastors' conference six times a year. It would be possible to combine a conference or a continuing education period with the pastors' conference. We need topics like Lutheran Confessions, Law and Gospel, and Pastoral Theology.

Many pastors were trained in a post-modern way — you believe this, and I believe that... both are okay.

! 9

Bishop Maschewski believes in closed communion. The official position of DELKU is described the constitution — only confirmed members of the church can come to Holy Communion. Guests from other DELKU congregations are able to attend Holy Communion. Guest may be allowed to communed if they speak to the pastor and he grants permission.

Under the previous bishop, everyone was invited to attend Holy Communion, if they had permission from their home church — be they Reformed, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, et al.

Bishop Maschewski said this practice is against the constitution of the church and against the Holy Scriptures. We are changing our practices to be faithful. Not everyone is pleased with the restoration of closed communion. Theological seminar could help with communion practice. Every congregation must have a notebook or record of Holy Communion.

in DELKU they use a common liturgy. We want to discuss it in the Synod. We want every congregation to have a common agenda. We have developed it and begun to use it. The church constitution specifies an agenda from the 17th and 18th century, which was translated into Russia — it was part of the imperial liturgy. DELKU has adopted parts of the Missouri Synod’s Lutheran Worship. Their former liturgy had the Kyrie as a confession of sins; this is pietistic. In the past, people would omit parts of the Creed such as descent into hell. The Synod next week will vote on the new agenda.

Two versions of church constitution. One version written for the State, and another for the church. The “official” constitution is in Ukrainian; the un-official constitution is in Russian.

DELKU Pastors’ Conference Planning / Continuing Education

English Intensive

Four days for lectures and one day for exam.

Courses to increase the theological skills of working pastors.

Курсы повышения квалификации пасторов = courses of pastoral qualification upgrade

Better phrase: Continuing education courses for the pastors.

Need financial support for this.

14-20 people pastors, predigen, deacons

6 days, beginning on noon Monday and concluding on noon Saturday.

! 10

Ukraine DELKU Pastors’ Conference

2015 October 19-24 2015 December 7-12

Need an instructor — docent

Darius Petkunis (?)

Topics

— Liturgy — Holy Communion — Law and Gospel — Lecture on Lutheran Confessions / Book of Concord; History and Development of the Book of Concord. — Holy Ministry, role of pastor, laity, and women — What is the church?

Break for Lunch

Resumed meeting at 3 PM

During break the bishop had a Skype meeting with his church council. He discussed strategy, traveling to Argentina for ILC, and the developing of church relations. Also, that we have new possibilities for continuing education. People are afraid because they do not like change. People should be informed about future development during the Synod meeting. Because so much time passed by, the church council thinks that perhaps there is no interest in Ukraine anymore.

Bishop asked what I thought of having partnership?

Dr. Collver replied, “Very happy to discuss partnership but what do you think of partnership?”

The bishop replied that close cooperation requires altar and pulpit fellowship. We do not want to be a dependent church, but we are a church with needs. In the future, we would like to help us build up the management of the church. In Odessa, and some other places, we tried to build up self-supporting congregations. New congregations need support but their goal has to become selfsupporting congregations. In DELKU, it was not very positive in recent years. It was a “give me” relationship; this is not a Christian position. Missouri has something to teach because it formed independent of the State, while the Bavarians were part of the State. We are looking to increase capacity not receive handouts.

! 11 In Western Ukraine, there were many evangelicals and believers before the Revolution — mostly Slovaks. In Southern Ukraine, there were a lot of Lutherans. Although they presently do not have congregations they have memory of the Lutheran church. There is tremendous mission opportunity in Ukraine, a mission opportunity that has passed in places like Russia and Kazakhstan because the religious restrictions in those places make it difficult to do mission work. In Ukraine, there is more religious freedom. Before World War II, there were 3 million Germans in Ukraine. One third of these Germans were Catholic, and two thirds were Lutheran, or about 2 million Lutherans in Ukraine. In every large city in Ukraine, there are Lutheran buildings, even though a congregation does not presently exist. The Ukrainian government is considering returning these properties to the Lutheran church.

Dr. Collver described things Missouri Synod might be able to do:

•! Doctrinal Discussions •! Continuing Education •! Human Care Grant •! Eventually Perhaps Missionaries in Ukraine

Diakonia Possibilities

•! How could we help people suffering in Eastern Ukraine •! Bishop Maschewski asked can the Missouri Synod help DELKU with refugees in the Eastern Ukraine? •! Discussed sensitivity of the conflict / civil war / Russian conflict, the Missouri Synod is not interested in becoming involved in a “political” conflict. So the helping of people caught in the conflict might be possible but needs to be handled carefully. •! DELKU helps orphans, offers courses in German, reintegration into society, provide child care for the refugee parents so that they can seek jobs or receive job training, also work in medical service in anti-terroristic zone (in the civil war zone). We provide assistance and do not discriminate on the basis of the side — injustice is injustice.

Continuing Education

— Holy Ministry

Free Conference for all Three Lutheran Church Bodies in Ukraine.

By October 10th Bishop Maschewski should be able to make a proposal.

If ILC or LCMS holds a conference in Europe, DELKU has the capacity to host 70 visitors in Odessa.

! 12 2 September (Wednesday) — Odessa

Bishop Maschewski had conversation with Michael Hübner (michael.huebner@ekd.de) of the EKD, ecumenical person and relation with ELKRAS. He said that he could help DELKU with some projects. He said DELKU did not have good relations with Bavaria. Meeting described as closed door being opened to a crack.

Review of DELKU constitution

... we join with all churches that accept the preamble...

practically this means such a church can make a petition, then the pastoral council makes a decision to bring it to the synod, then the synod decides if they are accepted...

must be catechized and accept the liturgy.

Statute 3. The church is independent church and not a branch of Bavaria or Russia.

The agreement between DELKU and ELKRAS is like a union but ELKRAS has no authority on DELKU.

—

Dr. Collver asked Bishop Maschewski if there were Lutherans he would not commune. He responded before the break with Bavaria, we technically had no need for this practice.

Now, we are in the process of instituted closed communion. Also, pastors from other churches who do not accept our constitution and practice will not be able to serve in DELKU.

Seminars will help pastors practice this.

We are in process of metanoia. It truly is metanoia because it was a sin to commune with people in EKD who did not believe what our constitution confesses. The majority of the congregations and church body is healthy and wants to practice this.

Communion Statement from DELKU Constitution, section 3. Bishop Maschewski described it as a communion policy:

Христиане иной конфессии могут в качестве гостей принимать участие в Слове и Таинстве Причастия в одной из Евангелическо-лютеранских общин, не переходя при этом в Лютеранскую Церковь, если только они крещены во имя Christians of another confession may participate as guests in the Word and Sacrament of Communion in one of the Evangelical Lutheran congregations without transferring to the Lutheran Church, but only if they are baptized in the name of the Triune

! 13 Триединого Бога и осознанно веруют, что согласно вероучению Лютеранской Церкви они получают в Святом Причастии истинное Тело и истинную Кровь Господа нашего Иисуса Христа. God and conscientiously believe that according to the teaching of the Lutheran Church they receive in the Holy Communion the true Body and the true Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The liturgy has the following rubric regarding Holy Communion:

1. Колокольнй!звон! ! Начинается*за*5*минут*до*выхода*литурга,* завершение*благовеста*–*знак*министранту* к*зажжению*свечей;*во*время*колокольного* звона*министрант*может*сделать* следующие*объявления**для*желающих* участвовать*в*Вечере*Господней:! «Как*заповедано*Христом*и*практикуется* единой,*святой,*кафолической*и* апостольской*Церковью*на*протяжении*всей* ее*истории,*в*этой*общине*существует* правило*Причастия,*в*котором*трапеза* Господня*распределяется*и*преподается* только*тем,*кто:! а)**был*крещен*во*имя*Отца,*Сына*и*Святого* Духа;! б)*был*наставлен*в*истине*Священного* Писания,*как*это*провозглашают* Лютеранские*исповедания,*был* конфирмирован*в*ЕвангелическоU лютеранской*Церкви*и*сейчас*исповедует* эту*веру,*являясь*прихожанином*ЕЛЦ;! в)*верит,*что*в*этом*Таинстве*истинное* (реальное)*Тело*и*Кровь*Христа* распределяются,*преподаются*и* принимаются*устами*во*прощение*грехов*ко* спасению*и**жизни*вечной;! г)*искренне,*чистосердечно*кается*в*своих* грехах.! Кто*присутствует*на*Богослужении*в* первый*раз*в*нашей*Церкви,*пожалуйста,* оповестите*пастора,*если*вы*желаете* приобщиться*Святого*Таинства.»! 1. Bell ringing.

Bell ringing begins 5 minutes before the liturgist comes out, at the end of the action a sign is given to an acolyte to light the candles, during the bell ringing the acolyte can make the following announcements for those willing to participate in the Lord’s Supper:

“As it is instituted by Christ and practiced in the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church during all of her history, there exists in this congregation a Communion rule, according to which the supper of the Lord is administered and served only to those who (a) were baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, (b) were instructed in the truth of the Sacred Scriptures and confess Christian faith, (c) believe that the true (real) Body and Blood of Christ are given, administered, and received orally for the forgiveness of sins toward salvation and life eternal, (d) sincerely and wholeheartedly repent of their sins. The guests are heartily invited to partake of the Holy Communion if they are admitted to the Sacrament in their congregations.”

Joint Meeting with DELKU-SELKU-LCMS

Bishop Maschewski welcomed the guests from Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU): Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko and Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko of SELCU.

Pictured left to right: Dr. Timothy Quill (LCMS), Bishop Serge Maschewski (DELKU), “Bishop” Aleksandr Yurchenko (SELCU), Dr. Albert Collver (LCMS), Dr. Gennadij Khonin (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kazakhstan), Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko (SELCU)

Dr. Collver explained the origins of this meeting and how he came to meet with ULC, DELKU, and SELCU. The Missouri Synod came to Ukraine at the invitation of Bishop Maschewski.

Dr. Quill provided information about his background, the Russia project, his role at CTS, and his current work.

Deputy Bishop of SELKU gave introductions and introduced himself.

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko started seminary when he was 16 years old, and finished his vicarage at 19 years old. He went to Oburrsel and was disappointed with the theology. At that point President Bugbee invited him to attend St Catharines and served as an assistant pastor. He is called to be assistant bishop and also dean of students, working with Torgerson.

Dr. Gennadij Khonin gave his background, began to work with Missouri Synod in 1992. Became acquainted with Quill and worked as a coordinator for Lutheran Hour, et al. Participated in the Russia Project at CTS in Fort Wayne. Vice-President of Lutheran Church of Kazakhstan.
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Bishop Maschewski: Church has the same goal and task, reflected in the Great Commission of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. The goal ultimately should be unity in doctrine and practice. Recently, we had a conversation with Bishop V’yacheslav Horpynchuk of ULC. Perhaps, it would be good for us to have a conference where all three churches get together and discuss theology, practical matters, and relationship with the State. We would like to try to do something together in the dawn of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Also, what is important for you?

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: What format are you thinking of for this conference?

Bishop Maschewski: For first step, we need a narrow approach. Composed of pastors and perhaps the non-ordained who have been serving church a long time. We should hold the conference in Kiev or Odessa. We need to create the timetable of this conference. Prayer would not be mandatory because we would like the Ukrainian Lutheran Church to participate and we want to respect their traditions.

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko suggested Ted Kober, Ambassadors of Reconciliation ( as a possibility.

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: In any case, we need to prepare for the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. A lot of protestant denominations are eager to celebrate this great date, even the Baptists. If the Lutherans in Ukraine do not celebrate it, the other protestants will do so. There are entire cities planning to celebrate the Reformation. They could make the Reformation more prominent than we could. But they have revised the history of the church. We should not let them steal what belongs to us.

Gennadij: We have seen this in Kazakhstan too. Baptists and Pentecostals claim the Reformation as there own. So this is a good question Bishop Aleksandr has raised.

Dr. Collver discussed Reformation plans with ILC and Missouri Synod.

Bishop Maschewski: Other topics we should discuss such as working with congregations in Crimea, and perhaps you could tell us more about your church — SELCU.

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: Is planning to travel to Crimea soon.

Many restrictions on preaching the gospel in the Crimea now that it is under Russian control.

Continuing Education Program

Dr. Quill: What has been the Missouri Synod’s relationship to SELCU?

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko: We had many people from the Missouri Synod come and teach at our SELCU seminary. For instance, Matthew Heise taught at our seminary in Russian as did Rev. Alan

! 16 Ludwig. Ted Kober taught and came from Ambassadors for Christ, and Dan Bringerneck. A few Missouri Synod congregations, such as Rock of Ages in Colorado Springs, have been offering support. There is no official connection between SELCU and the Missouri Synod; however, due to the LCC, we have good relations. The Schwan Foundation gives a lot of support through the LCC to our seminary.

Dr. Norman Trinnen was the previous rector of the seminary. He organized the professors. Now the person would be Dr. Torgerson. Have had a good experience with Missouri Synod. Every contact with the Missouri Synod has been coordinated through Lutheran Church Canada.

Dr. Quill: What are the financial arrangements?

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko: All financial matters are handled by the LCC. We have worked with our congregations to assist by teaching stewardship. Our congregations raised up $1200. Our seminary does not run all the time. Currently, we have no students. Once we have students or take a class, we will teach them for 3 years and then vicarage. Then the seminary takes one year off. We have six students now, one of them is from Bulgaria.

Gennadij: What kind of certificate or diploma do the students receive?

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko: It is very difficult to receive accreditation from the Ukrainian government. It is impossible to be recognized. We give a church recognized degree like SELK. Our program is a M.Div. program but the degree is only recognized by the church. We are pietists in a good way.

Gennadij: How many congregations and pastors does SELCU have?

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: 4 in Crimea and 8 others; two preaching stations. Total of 14.

Gennadij: How do you continue the education of your pastors?

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: We usually invite pastors and lay ministers (those licensed to preached) to a conference. The last one we had was the pastoral epistles by President Bugbee.

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko: We don’t target ethnic groups in Ukraine. We have hoped to teach English along with theology. Our library is very weak.

Heard extensive update on condition of SELCU library condition. Collver reminded Quill that anything with SELCU must be coordinated with LCC.

Visiting profs at SELCU seminary come for 6 weeks at a time.

Dr. Collver: How do you view the theological differences and similarities between the three Lutheran churches in Ukraine?
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Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: Similarities — same roots and same theology. Differences — how we conduct worship is dissimilar in all three Lutheran churches in Ukraine. Perhaps, the reason is due to how seminarians are trained. I do not have much experience with how DELKU trains men, but I have experience with ULC. There are moral / ethical and other practical differences. Many areas in practice we start to disagree on. A big difference in how the service is conducted. The SELCU was a brethren church. We understood that not only pastors were permitted to preach but also brothers who were blessed to preached. In our liturgy people are participating such as reading a poem or sing a song. Not every congregation has a full liturgy, but there is a portion of the liturgy that every congregation has. The order of the service is not the same — parts of it might come in different places. The architecture is very different. A very long time ago we were part of the German Lutheran Synod. First reason for separation occurred over moral standards. Freedom that German Lutheran Church took to promote female ordination in 1996. All these years there were not many conversations or cooperation between the three churches. We are starting to talk and inviting each other to opening events or dedication events. We do not have united services together and we do not have joint communion. There is a personal level of communication but not really official level of communication. It is not regular but infrequent.

SELCU began in 1996. The Odessa congregation was established 20 years ago. LCC began work with SELCU in 1998. Bishop Aleksandr began his studies with the LCC in 1998, along with four other men.

Gennadij: Bishop, you mentioned moral and ethical failures? How often is private confession and absolution practiced?

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: I encourage people to do confession more often. We have discussed how the church is fractionalized because people do not confess.

Who is teaching? What is being taught?

Discussed possibilities of a joint conference.

Bishop Maschewski: Does SELCU have altar and pulpit fellowship with LCC?

Bishop Aleksandr Yurchenko: Only verbal, not formally.

! 18 3 September 2015 (Thursday) — Odessa

10 AM Meeting — Review Previous Discussions and Plans for Future

Summary of Visitation Prepared by Bishop Maschewski

Дата:!31.08.U03.09.2015! Место:!Одесса,!Украина! Участники:!ДUр!А.Коллвер,!дUр!Т.Квилл,!дUр! Г.!Хонин,!еп.!С.Машевски! ! В!процессе!встреч!и!открытых!разговоров! Лютеранские!Церкви!Миссури!Синода!и! Украины!в!стремлении!к!достижению! духовного!единства,!взаимно!уважая! церковную!традицию!друг!друга!и!! принимая!во!внимание!происходящие! события!в!Немецкой!ЕвангелическоU Лютеранской!Церкви!Украины,!с!целью!! укрепления!конфессиональной! идентичности!и!осуществления! надлежащего!попечительства!над! общинами!верующих!на!основании!Слова! я!Божьего,!достигли!согласия:! ! 1)!о!необходимости!проведения!в!2015U 2016!годах!теологических!семинаров!для! служителей!НЕЛЦУ!по!темам:!духовное! служение,!лютеранские!исповедания,! литургия,!гомилетика,!Св.Писание!и!др.:! А)!19U25.10.2015!по!теме!«Литургия»,! доцент!–! Б)!07.U12.12.2015!по!теме!«Духовное! служение»,!доцент!–!! В)!даты!и!сроки!проведения!шести! семинаров!в!2016!уточняются;! еп.Машевски!должен!представить! предложение!до!10!октября.! ! 2)!о!возможности!реализации!совместных! проектах!в!области!диаконической!работы! Форма!заявки!и!описания!проекта! предоставлена!дUром!А.Коллвером! ! Date: 31.08.-03.09.2015 Location: Odessa, Ukraine Participants: Dr. A.Collver Dr. T.Quill, Dr. G. Khonina, en. S.Mashevski

During the meetings and talks open Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the Ukraine in pursuit of spiritual unity, mutually respecting church tradition each other and taking into account the events in the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine, to strengthen the religious identity and ensure proper custody of the communities of believers on the basis of the Word, I God, agreed:

1) the need for in 2015-2016 Theological Seminary for ministers DELKU topic: spiritual ministry, the Lutheran Confession, liturgy, homiletics, NIV, etc.:

A) 19-25 October 2015 on “Liturgy,” Associate Professor — B) 07-12 December 2015 on “Holy Ministry,” Associate Professor — C) the date and timing of six workshops in 2016 are specified; Bishop Mashewski should submit a proposal by October 10.

2) the possibility of implementing joint projects in the field of diaconal work The application form and the project description provided by Dr. A.Collver

! 19 3)!НЕЛЦУ,!совместно!с!другими!церквями,! продолжает!работу!над! внутрицерковными!документами! ! 4)!успешная!совместная!работа!в!области! миссии!и!евангелизации!возможна!по! достижению!соглашения!об!общности! кафедры!и!Алтаря!между!ЛЦМС!и!НЕЛЦУ! ! 5)!ЛЦСМ!понимает!сложную!ситуацию!в! НЕЛЦУ!и!согласен,!при!определенных! условиях,!помочь!НЕЛЦУ!выстроить! правильный!общецерковный!менеджмент! и!поддержать!в!различных!служениях! ! 6)!стороны!согласились!в!том,!что!будут! всячески!способствовать!диалогу!между! НЕЛЦУ,!УЛЦ!и!СЕЛЦУ!через!проведение! конференций!и!в!подготовке!к! празднованию!500Uия!Реформации.!

3) DELKU, together with other churches, continues to work on internal church documents

4) Successful cooperation in the field of mission and evangelism is possible to reach an agreement about the commonality between the department and the Altar and LCMS DELKU

5) LCMS understands the difficult situation in DELKU and agrees, under certain conditions, to help build the right DELKU general church management and support in various ministries

6) The parties agree that they will do everything to facilitate the dialogue between DELKU, ULC and SELCU through conferences and the preparation for celebration the 500th Reformation.

Bishop Maschewski:

Commentary on the discussions. In preamble, “spiritual unity” should be fellowship of altar and pulpit fellowship. Before fellowship, we need to remove some stumbling blocks. Also, regarding diakonia, we need to transform our diakonia into real diakonia. Perhaps, we can do some sort of project in the area of diakonia. Also, we need to find a way to make sure the women to do feel pushed aside. There will not be any serious problem with the predigens because they do not have any real rights in the church constitution and they serve as lectors.

To develop further the Lutheran identity, we need to emphasize theological education.

See point 1 of the summary. We need theological seminars in 2015-2016. The female deacons and predigens need to participate in these theological seminars so that they can learn their proper place and role in the church. So the seminars would be for pastors, deacons, and predigens. The cost per seminar should not be more than $4400 USD for local expenses, additional costs would include airfare for the instructor and perhaps a stipend.

The political situation in Ukraine makes it difficult or impossible to use a Russian instructor at the time, such as Alexey Streltsov. Even someone from Kazakhstan raises questions. Ideal instructor is someone from the United States, Western Europe, or Eastern Europe such as Sabutis.

For the topic of the Holy Ministry, perhaps Dr. Naomichi Masaki or Prof. John Pless.
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For the topic of the Liturgy, perhaps Rick Stuckwisch. Charles Evanson would be excellent if his health would permit.

Side note on Infant Communion: DELKU does not practice infant communion, although discussion about it arises from time to time due to the Orthodox Church in Ukraine.

Concerning mission and its budget. Is there any way DELKU can receive projects et al. Collver recommended submitting a grant application.

Point 2 — Diakonial Work

Will have a diaconal committee meeting and discuss the future of this work and how it needs to transform. We will emphasize priorities, et al. Collver sent a grant application form to Maschewski.

Point 3 — Refining of DELKU Church documents

Instruction for DELKU pastors and correction of some liturgical forms. Probably will result in changes in the DELKU constitution. A committee has been established to revise the constitution.

Point 4 — Altar and Pulpit Fellowship and Future Mission Work

First will begin to work toward fellowship.

A visit of LCMS people (Collver, Lehenbauer, Rast?) to Ukraine, perhaps, during a pastors conference, visit a few parishes, talk with church council and discuss doctrine.

Also, bring Bishop Maschewski to Saint Louis.

— Bishop Maschewski has a question about education. Is it possible for anyone from DELKU for a person to receive an education at CTS?

Dr. Quill: If you have a student how speaks English and a good student, he should send in an application to the seminary. During the Russian Project, Bishop Maschewski, received a MA plus additional classes for preparation for pastoral ministry. This might be possible.

Also, the possibility of a scholarship comes after acceptance into a program.

Bishop Maschewski: I have a candidate in mind. His name is Bohdan Khalus. He has spent 2 years studying at Christian Theological Academy in Warsaw. If there is a chance for him to receive training in Missouri Synod that would be good. He could be a good worker for the church. He speaks Russian, Ukrainian, Polish, English, and German. He has a B.S. degree in Chemistry. We would like him to get a MA in Theology. He also knows Hebrew and Greek.
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Soonest he could attend, if funding can be obtained, would be summer or fall of 2016. — Bishop Maschewshi: Presently, we have no opportunity to train pastors in Ukraine. Ideally, we would like a recognized degree, not just a certificate or diploma. The regulation is that to have the status of a pastor they need to have a minimum of a bachelors level degree. — Westfield House could be an option. —

Once Missouri Synod and DELKU have altar and pulpit fellowship, it might be possible to send a missionary from OIM to do church planting and to serve in parish work and evangelism.

Point 5 — Missouri Synod understanding of situation in DELKU

DELKU will work on its church and Missouri Synod will assist as able. DELKU needs to make decision on Synod level. Point 6 — Will work on dialog between all Lutheran churches in Ukraine and try to have joint 500th anniversary celebration.

— Respectfully submitted by Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Relations

! 22 CHURCH (CANONICAL) CHARTER OF GERMAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF UKRAINE (EPISCOPATE)

Translated by Rev. Alexey Streltsov of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC)

PREAMBLE

German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (further GELCU, which is the same as DELKU) belongs to the one, holy, Christian and apostolic Church that abides always and in all places where the Word of God is preached in purity and the Sacraments are administered according to the institution of God.

GELCU recognized and confesses the Sacred Scripture of the Old and New Testaments as the only source and inerrant norm of all the teaching and practice of the church, and she considers Apostles, Nicene and Athanasius Creeds of the ancient Church as well as confession of the Lutheran Church, especially the one in the genuine Augsburg confession and the Small Catechism of Martin Luther as true and pure interpretation of the Word of God.

These foundational confessions are mandatory for all church organs and may not be legally changed in the church.

I.! GENERAL DEFINITIONS

ARTICLE 1

1. GELCU abides in the tradition of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Russian Empire from the 16th century, Church that first obtained her Constitution in 1832m was reorganized in 1924 and, following the period of repressions, alienation of property and forced relocations was recreated in Ukraine in 1990. She is a part of the world Evangelical Lutheran community.

2. GELCU is a community of mutually related congregations in Ukraine, which confess their membership in GELCU in terms of Preamble and agree with the present Constitution of the Church if they do not belong to a different Lutheran Church.

3. GELCU consists of her congregations and is based on their foundation.

4. Full name of the legal entity is as follows: Church Administration (Episcopate) of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine.

5. Abbreviated name of the legal entity: German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (GELCU).
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1. GELCU is an independent Church inside of the union of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kirgizia (further Union of ELC). She is at the same time one of the episcopates of the Union of ELC. The latter one represents GELCU, in case if she so wishes, in the Lutheran World Federation and other international church alliances.

2. GELCU cooperates with the other Lutheran Churches and ecclesiastical congregations on the territory of Ukraine and in the other countries while cooperating in especially close way with the partner Evangelical Lutheran Church of Bavaria.

3. GELCU recognizes herself as part of the wide Christian movement and is connected in it with the other Christian Churches in Ukraine. She is ready for cooperation in interchurch movements in Europe, Asia and the whole world.

ARTICLE 3

1. GELCU independently resolves all internal questions in accordance with the current state legislature, likewise with the present Church Constitution, other official documents of GELCU, fulfilling decisions and directions of the organs that she elected.

ARTICLE 4

1. Traditional Evangelical Lutheran principles and statements and also principles and statements decided upon in GELCU are in operation with regard to the services, church ceremonies, ecclesiastical ministry of the Church, and ecclesiastical organs of administration.

ARTICLE 5

1. Historically GELCU abides by the German tradition, but she was never a Church of only one language and only one ethnicity. Still today she is open to people of various languages and nationalities.

2. Every congregation decides independently concerning the language of the Divine Service, although it is taken into account that the liturgical language first and foremost should keep the preaching accessible. Language or languages of the Divine Service are, as a rule, working languages of the gathering of the church congregation and of the Council of the congregation. The same rules apply to the Synods.

3. Office of the ministry and other types of ministries may also be entrusted to the persons who are not the citizens of Ukraine provided that it does not contradict to the state law.
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II.! GOALS, PURPOSES, MAIN FACETS OF ACTIVITY

ARTICLE 6

1. Foundational goals and purposes of our Church are the following:

1.1.! To unite existing and emerging Evangelical Lutheran congregations for mutual activity with the goal of strengthening in the Christian faith and Evangelical Lutheran confession. 1.2.! Implementation of pastoral care and catechetical instruction in Evangelical Lutheran congregations belonging to GELCU. 1.3.! Implementation of internal and external missionary activity. 1.4.! Implementation of charity and diaconal work including appropriation and distribution of humanitarian aid. 1.5.! Training and education of pastors, deacons, preachers and other church workers as well as general religious instruction. 1.6.! Facilitation in the matter of preservation of Lutheran traditions at the Divine Services and during performance of church ceremonies (wedding, baptism, burial). 1.7.! Collection of funds for the purpose of restoration and rebuilding of the Lutheran churches and church centers and as well as their maintenance. 1.8.! Organization and conducting open church events, missions, presentations, discussion meetings and so on. Participation in religious events of the other churches in accordance with Preamble. 1.9.! Usage of mass media including internal ones to inform the wide public about the inner life of the church and spread the basics of the doctrine of the Lutheran Church. 1.10.! Implementation of publishing activity. 1.11.! Spread of spiritual educational literature and other materials of religious character. 1.12.! Establishment and maintenance of international relations and direct ties with all fellow believers and representatives of other Christian confessions including pilgrimages, as well as invitation of representatives of other states who attain to similar goals. 1.13.! Facilitation and assistance in establishing direct ties between GELCU congregations and other ecclesiastical congregations including those located abroad.

2. The following manifestations of the church life and types of activities correspond to it:

2.1. Celebration of Divine Services. 2.2. Implementation of church ceremonies. 2.3. Foundation of educational and study centers, conducting seminars to train people for various ministries in the Church. 2.4. Collection of funds to maintain GELCU and finance other church activities. 2.5. Implementation of charity and diaconal work.

! 25 2.6. Taking care of GELCU property. 2.7. Teaching of the basics of doctrine and religion in the public educational institutions in accordance with the current law. 2.8. Implementation of international relations with ecclesiastical and other organizations abroad. 2.9. Creation of building, restoration, agricultural and other companies and also implementation of other industrial and business activity in accordance with the present law of Ukraine. 2.10. Other types of work that do not contradict to the law of Ukraine or this Constitution.

3. Aforementioned general goals and types of activity may be further specified according to the level of activity of GELCU (congregation, GELCU).

ARTICLE 7

1. Synod is the highest legislating organ of GELCU. Administration of GELCU, which consists of Presidium of the Synod and the bishop is the executive (governing) organ of GELCU. The chancellery of the Church controlled by the bishop maintains everyday operation of GELCU (See Art. 21).

2. Administration and chancellery of GELCU is currently located in Odessa. Ministerial residence of the bishop is at the same place.

3. GELCU and her structures act in accordance with the Constitution and legislature of the Ukrainian state and in accordance with the present church Constitution.

III. STATUS OF CONGREGATION

ARTICLE 8

3. Christians of another confession may participate as guests in the Word and Sacrament of Communion in one of the Evangelical Lutheran congregations without transferring to the Lutheran Church, but only if they are baptized in the name of the Triune God and conscientiously believe that according to the teaching of the Lutheran Church they receive in the Holy Communion the true Body and the true Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.

4. According to the internal church law confirmation (or baptism of the one who is adult) is a condition for full participation in the liturgical life of the congregation, participation in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, being entrusted with responsibilities in a congregation and especially membership in the Council of the congregation. Confirmation is performed at the end of the preceding profound instruction. In case of the newly formed congregations bishop may make exceptions to this rule.
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ARTICLE 21

1. Bishop implements overall spiritual governance of GELCU.

2. Along with the Synod and its elective body (Presidium) the bishop provides general administration of GELCU.

3. Bishop is elected for 6 years from among pastors of the Lutheran church as a citizen of Ukraine as well as from among the citizens of the other states who served in the Church for at least 5 years. Reelection is possible.

4. The bishop has Church Administration (Chancellery of the Bishop) of GELCU as the administrative body of the Church at his disposal in order to govern GELCU.

...

ARTICLE 22

1. Synod of GELCU is the highest legislative organ of the Church. It must resolve all questions of the Church and congregations that belong to her.

2. Tasks of the Synod:

2.1. It has right to make church laws, especially it elaborates, accepts and inserts changes in the Constitution. 2.2 It is to be appealed to in case of any conflict in or between the congregations. 2.3. It elects the bishop (see Art. 21.1). 2.4. Synod establishes the budget of GELCU and considers annual financial report. It determines the size and the type of donations that the congregations make for the purpose of financing of GELCU activity. It can also decide on percentage of collection to be allocated toward the general work of GELCU and the Union of ELC. 2.5 It takes decision on dissolution of GELSU.

ARTICLE 25

4. Confession and doctrine may not be legally changed in the church. While discussing questions that touch upon confession and doctrine without making changes in them, for example, in the order of the service, point 3 of the present article applies. [p.3. - that all the changes in the Constitution require 2/3 majority among the Synod voting members]

5. Bishop has the right of veto in questions of confession and doctrine. ...

! 27 V. SPIRITUAL ORDER AND CHURCH MINISTRIES

ARTICLE 27

1. All baptized Christians received the spiritual gifts and on the basis of the universal priesthood of baptized and faithful participate in the mission and service of the Church. Status of the congregation (art. 8-20) and status of the Synod and Administration of GELCU (art. 21-26) determine ways of their participation in the governance of the Church.

2. There are special ministries that require blessing of the Christians who were called to this service, which is performed in front of the congregation in time of the liturgy. Pastor of the congregation blesses for such services in the congregation as the organist, choir director directors of children’s services and diaconal service. Bishop blesses preachers, deacons and also other workers in the ministry that transcend the limits of the congregation. Pastors are ordained by the bishop, bishop is introduced at the service by the other bishops in accordance with the Statutes of the ministry of the Bishop.

3. Both men and women are appointed at all the ministries and services in GELCU except that solely the male persons are ordained as pastors.

VII. PROPERTY AND FINANCES

VIII. ON ACTION OF PRESENT CHURCH CONSTITUION

Present Constitution of the Church was accepted by GELCU Synod in accordance with the law currently in operation in Ukraine and the Constitution of Administration of GELCU and it takes on a canonical power form the moment of it being signed.

President of Presidium of the Synod of GELCU A.N. Gross

Bishop of GELCU S. Mashevsky
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ЦЕРКОВНЫЙ (КАНОНИЧЕСКИЙ) УСТАВ НЕМЕЦКОЙ ЕВАНГЕЛИЧЕСКО- ЛЮТЕРАНСКОЙ ЦЕРКВИ УКРАИНЫ (ЕПИСКОПАТ)

ПРЕАМБУЛА Немецкая Евангелическо-лютеранская Церковь Украины (в дальнейшем НЕЛЦУ) принадлежит к единой, святой, христианской и апостольской Церкви, которая пребывает всегда и везде, где Слово Божие проповедуется в чистоте и Таинства преподаются согласно установлению Божьему. НЕЛЦУ признает и исповедует Священное Писание Ветхого и Нового Заветов, как единственный источник и непогрешимую норму всего церковного учения и деяния, и считает Апостольский, Никейский и Афанасьевский Символы древней Церкви, а также вероисповедание Лютеранской Церкви, в особенности в подлинном Аугсбургском исповедании и Кратком Катехизисе Мартина Лютера, истинным и чистым толкованием Слова Божьего. Эти основополагающие вероучения обязательны для всех церковных органов и не подлежат церковному законотворческому переосмыслению.

I. ОБЩИЕ ОПРЕДЕЛЕНИЯ СТАТЬЯ 1 1. НЕЛЦУ пребывает в традиции Евангелическо-лютеранской Церкви в Российской Империи с XVI века, Церкви, которая впервые конституирована в 1832 г., была преобразована в 1924 г. и после периода репрессий, отчуждения собственности и насильственных переселений воссоздалась в Украине в 1990 г. Она является членом всемирного евангелическо-лютеранского сообщества. 2. НЕЛЦУ является сообществом связанных друг с другом общин в Украине, которые исповедуют своё членство в НЕЛЦУ в смысле преамбулы и согласны с нынешним церковным Уставом, и если они не принадлежат к иной Лютеранской Церкви. 3. НЕЛЦУ состоит из ее общин и строится на их основе. 4. Полное наименование юридического лица: Церковное Управление (Епископат) Немецкой Евангелическо-Лютеранской Церкви Украины 5. Сокращенное наименование юридического лица: Немецкая Евангелическо-Лютеранская Церковь Украины (НЕЛЦУ). СТАТЬЯ 2 1.НЕЛЦУ является самостоятельной Церковью внутри союза Евангелическо-лютеранских Церквей в России, Украине, Казахстане, Узбекистане и Киргизи (в дальнейшем Союз ЕЛЦ). Она является одновременно одним из епископатов Союза ЕЛЦ. Последний представляет НЕЛЦУ, по её желанию, во Всемирной Лютеранской Федерации и других международных церковных объединениях.
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2.НЕЛЦУ сотрудничает с иными Лютеранскими Церквями и церковными общинами на территории Украины и в других странах, особенным же образом она партнерски тесно сотрудничает с Евангелическо- лютеранской Церковью Баварии. 3.НЕЛЦУ признаёт себя частью широкого христианского движения и связана в нем с иными христианскими Церквями в Украине. Она готова к сотрудничеству в межцерковных движениях в Европе, Азии и во всем мире. СТАТЬЯ 3 1. НЕЛЦУ самостоятельно решает все внутренние вопросы в соответствии с действующим государственным законодательством, а также с данным Церковным Уставом, иными официальными документами НЕЛЦУ, выполняя решения и предписания избранных ею органов. СТАТЬЯ 4 1. Относительно богослужений, церковных священнодействий, духовного служения Церкви и церковных органов управления действуют традиционные евангелическо-лютеранские принципы и положения, а также принципы и положения, принятые в НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 5 1. Исторически НЕЛЦУ соблюдает немецкую традицию, но она никогда не была Церковью только одного языка или только одного народа. Она и сегодня открыта для людей различных языков и национальностей.

2. Решение о том, на каком языке проводятся Богослужения, принимается каждой общиной самостоятельно, однако, с учётом того, что богослужебный язык должен, прежде всего, служить общедоступности проповеди. Язык или языки богослужения являются, как правило, рабочими языками собрания церковной общины и Совета общины. Эти же правила соблюдаются и на Синодах. 3. Сан и служения в НЕЛЦУ могут вверяться также лицам, не имеющим гражданства Украины, если это не противоречит законодательству государства. 4. НЕЛЦУ имеет право направлять членов своих общин и сотрудников за границу для обмена опытом, участия в церковных собраниях, конференциях, для обучения и стажировки.

II. ЦЕЛИ, ЗАДАЧИ, ОСНОВНЫЕ ВИДЫ ДЕЯТЕЛЬНОСТИ СТАТЬЯ 6 1. Основополагающими целями и задачами нашей Церкви являются: 1.1.Объединение существующих и создающихся евангелическо-лютеранских общин для совместной деятельности с целью укрепления в христианской вере и евангелическолютеранском вероисповедании. 1.2. Осуществление душепопечительства и катехитического наставления в евангелическолютеранских церковных общинах, входящих в состав НЕЛЦУ.
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1.3. Осуществление внутренней и внешней миссионерской деятельности. 1.4. Осуществление благотворительной деятельности и диаконической работы, включая получение и распространение гуманитарной помощи. 1.5. Подготовка и обучение пасторов, диаконов, предикантов и иных церковных сотрудников, а также общее религиозное обучение. 1.6. Оказание помощи в сохранении лютеранских традиций на богослужениях и при совершении церковных священнодействий (венчание, крещение, погребение). 1.7. Сбор средств на восстановление, реставрацию и строительство лютеранских церквей и церковных центров, а также на их содержание. 1.8. Организация и проведение открытых церковных мероприятий, миссий, лекций, дискуссионных встреч и пр. Участие в религиозных мероприятиях иных церквей в соответствии с преамбулой. 1.9. Использование средств массовой информации, в том числе собственных, в доведении до широких кругов населения информации о внутрицерковной жизни и распространении основ вероучения Лютеранской Церкви. 1.10. Осуществление издательской деятельности. 1.11. Распространение духовно-просветительской литературы и других материалов религиозного назначения. 1.12. Установление и поддержание международных связей и непосредственных контактов со всеми единоверцами и представителями иных христианских конфессий, в том числе паломничество, а также приглашение представителей иных государств, преследующих подобные цели. 1.13. Содействие и помощь в установлении прямых контактов между общинами НЕЛЦУ и другими, в том числе зарубежными, церковными общинами. 2. Этому соответствуют следующие проявления церковной жизни и формы деятельности: 2.1. Празднование богослужений. 2.2. Осуществление церковных священнодействий. 2.3. Учреждение образовательных и учебных центров, проведение семинаров по подготовке к различным служениям в Церкви. 2.4. Сбор средств на содержание НЕЛЦУ и финансирование иных церковных мероприятий. 2.5. Осуществление собственной благотворительной деятельности и диаконической работы. 2.6. Управление имуществом НЕЛЦУ. 2.7. Преподавание основ вероучения и религиоведения в общественных учебных заведениях в соответствии с действующим законодательством.
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2.8. Осуществление международных связей с церковными и иными организациями за рубежом. 2.9. Создание строительных, реставрационных, сельскохозяйственных и иных предприятий, а также осуществление иной производственно- хозяйственной деятельности в соответствии с действующим законодательством Украины. 2.10. Иные формы работы, не противоречащие законодательству Украины и данному Уставу. 3. Названные общие цели и формы деятельности могут быть конкретизированы соответственно уровням деятельности НЕЛЦУ (община, НЕЛЦУ). СТАТЬЯ 7 1. Высшим законодательным органом НЕЛЦУ является Синод. Исполнительным (руководящим) органом НЕЛЦУ является Руководство НЕЛЦУ, состоящее из Президиума Синода и епископа. Текущие дела НЕЛЦУ ведутся канцелярией Церкви, которую контролирует епископ (См. ст. 21). 2. Руководство и канцелярия НЕЛЦУ в настоящее время размещается в Одессе. Там же находится служебная резиденция епископа. 3. НЕЛЦУ и её структуры действуют в соответствии с Конституцией и законодательством украинского государства и в соответствии с данным церковным Уставом.

III. ПОЛОЖЕНИЕ ОБ ОБЩИНЕ СТАТЬЯ 8 1. Крещеные христиане, принадлежащие НЕЛЦУ и желающие совместно праздновать богослужения, составляют поместную Евангелическо-лютеранскую общину в месте её расположения. Каждая община является Церковью Иисуса Христа. 2. Предпосылкой членства в одной из общин НЕЛЦУ является Святое Крещение. О желании стать членом общины необходимо письменно заявить в Совет общины, который и подтверждает и принимает решение о принятии в члены церковной общины. О членстве детей в общине заявляют их родители. Прочее регулируется Уставом общины. 3. Христиане иной конфессии могут в качестве гостей принимать участие в Слове и Таинстве Причастия в одной из Евангелическо-лютеранских общин, не переходя при этом в Лютеранскую Церковь, если только они крещены во имя Триединого Бога и осознанно веруют, что согласно вероучению Лютеранской Церкви они получают в Святом Причастии истинное Тело и истинную Кровь Господа нашего Иисуса Христа. 4. Согласно внутрицерковному праву условием для полноправного участия в богослужебной жизни общины, участия в Таинстве Святого Причастия, исполнения ответственных поручений в общине, в особенности членство в Совете общины, является конфирмация (или крещение во взрослом возрасте), которые совершаются по завершению предшествующего глубокого наставления. В случае новообразованных общин епископом могут быть допущены исключения из этого правила.
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5. Право участия в общем собрании общины имеют все члены общины в соответствие с п. 2 ст. 8 Устава. Право принимать решения имеют все члены общины, достигшие 18-летнего возраста, конфирмированные или крещенные во взрослом возрасте. Желающие принять Крещение либо конфирмироваться имеют право принимать участие в собраниях общины с правом совещательного голоса. 6. Малые общины могут быть прикреплены к одной главной общине, имея собственных представителей в общем Совете общин. 7. Выход из общины происходит по собственному желанию с подачей письменного заявления в Совет общины. Для исключения из общины по причинам лжеучения или несоответствия христианскому образу жизни, либо нанесения вреда общине, а также по причине необоснованного самоустранения от жизни общины в течение года, необходимо решение Совета общины. Это решение вступает в силу лишь в том случае, если его в течение 4-х недель подтверждает собрание церковной общины, либо если в течение 4-х недель не последовало его опротестование. Против 2-го решения (собрания церковной общины) возможна подача жалобы в Руководство НЕЛЦУ для совместного разрешения данного вопроса. 8. Временно ограниченное отлучение члена общины от участия в Таинствах, а также кратковременное лишение иных церковных прав осуществляется пастором общины в силу его сана. Против этого решения в течение 4-х недель с момента ограничения отлученный имеет право подать письменный протест в Совет общины либо в Руководство НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 9 1. Каждая община НЕЛЦУ является юридическим лицом с момента государственной регистрации. Она обладает обособленным имуществом, может иметь самостоятельный баланс, расчётный, валютный и иные счета в банковских учреждениях. Она вправе от своего имени приобретать имущественные и неимущественные права и выполнять обязанности, быть истцом и ответчиком в суде.

2. Каждая община имеет свою печать, и при необходимости штамп, бланки со своим наименованием, символикой и другие необходимые реквизиты юридического лица. Печать хранится у пастора (диакона, предиканта), председатель Совета общины имеет право первой подписи. СТАТЬЯ 10 Задачи общины: 1. Празднование общих открытых богослужений и забота о надлежащем преподании церковных Таинств, подготовка и проведение библейских и молитвенных часов, евангелизаций и лекций, всегда и везде в соответствии с учением и положениями НЕЛЦУ. 2. Введение желающих принять Крещение в вероучение и жизнь Церкви, проведение конфирмационных занятий и использование других форм работы с катехизисом с взрослыми, молодежью и детьми, с согласия их родителей.
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3. Способствование христианскому милосердию, как в соответствующих учреждениях, так и посредством посещений и консультаций в различных формах общинной и внеобщинной диаконии, особенно в отношении больных и престарелых, сирот и одиноких людей, инвалидов, беженцев и странников, лиц, страдающих алкоголизмом и наркоманией, бездомных, а также духовное попечительство в тюрьмах и исправительных колониях. 4. Организация христианских лагерей и различных мероприятий, для проведения которых может быть необходимо возведение собственных центров общения. 5. Участие в призвании на служение пасторов, диаконов, предикантов, органистов, руководителей хора и иных лиц для служения в рамках церковных правил. 6. Делегирование представителей в Синод НЕЛЦУ и другие церковные органы. Для выполнения всех этих задач община пользуется всеми финансовыми правами и хозяйственными возможностями, которые вытекают из ст.6 и ст.9.1. настоящего Устава. СТАТЬЯ 11 1. Для выполнения задач общины не реже одного раза в год созывается собрание общины. Полноправное участие в нем принимают все члены общины, согласно ст.8.5. Собрание избирает Совет общины, который вместе с пастором (диаконом, предикантом) руководит общиной. 2.Внеочередное собрание общины созывается председателем Совета общины, если это постановил Совет общины, или если в Совет общины подают соответствующее заявление не менее 1/3 всех членов общины, имеющих право решающего голоса. Внеочередное собрание общины может созвать епископ НЕЛЦУ. 3. Очередное или внеочередное собрание общины созывается путём объявления о его проведении на богослужении общины по возможности 3 воскресенья подряд или другими принятыми в данной местности способами. Указанный в п. 11.3 срок созыва может быть при необходимости сокращён. 4. Собрание общины правомочно, если соблюдены условия его созыва и если присутствует не менее 50% плюс одно лицо от членов общины с правом решающего голоса. Или же если недостающая часть членов общины, проинформированная о повестке дня, высказалась по поводу вопросов повестки письменно, и если присутствует пастор общины, либо диакон или предикант, как его полномочный представитель. Члены общины без права решающего голоса и лица, ещё не принятые в общину, но желающие принять Крещение либо конфирмироваться, имеют право принимать участие в собраниях общины с правом совещательного голоса. 5. Пастор (диакон, предикант) ответственны за то, чтобы во время проведения собраний церковной общины соблюдался Устав Церкви. Пастор (диакон, предикант) председательствует на общем собрании общины. В случае присутствия епископа—право председательствовать переходит к нему. 6. Собрание ведётся соответственно ст. 5.2. на языке или языках богослужения церковной общины.
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7. Решение считается принятым собранием общины, если за него проголосовало более 50% присутствующих на собрании членов общины с правом решающего голоса. Голосование может проводиться открыто поднятием руки, но должно проводиться тайно, если, как минимум, один член с правом голоса просит об этом. Исключение составляет п. 2.7 ст. 12 данного Устава. СТАТЬЯ 12 1. Собрание общины решает все вопросы, касающиеся жизни общины, в том случае, если они не передаются им Совету общины. 2. В компетенцию собрания общины, в особенности, входит: 2.1.Выборы членов Совета общины. 2.2. Избрание представителей в Синод НЕЛЦУ, который избирается на 4 года, а также делегирование представителей в иные церковные органы НЕЛЦУ. 2.3. Участие в принятии решения об исключении из общины члена общины в соответствии со ст. 8.7 данного Устава. 2.4. Заслушивание и утверждение ежегодного отчётного доклада Совета общины и ревизионной комиссии, пастора (диакона, предиканта) и др. 2.5. Принятие годового бюджета. (См. ст. 14.2.14). 2.6. Внесение всех существенных изменений и нововведений в жизнь общины. 2.7. Принятие Устава общины, внесение изменений и дополнений в Устав, принятие решений о прекращении деятельности общины. Для принятия таковых решений требуется 2/3 голосов всех членов общины с правом решающего голоса. СТАТЬЯ 13 1. Руководство общиной осуществляется Советом общины. 2. Совет общины состоит минимум из трёх членов, избранных на собрании общины, и пастора (диакона, предиката), входящего в состав Совета общины в силу своего сана, или всех пасторов (диаконов, предикантов), если община имеет более одного пастора (диакона, предиканта). При наличии в составе Совета общины нескольких пасторов (диаконов, предикантов), соотношение между пасторами (диаконами, предикантами) и мирянами в Совете должно быть не менее чем 1:2. Точное количество избираемых членов Совета определяет собрание общины. 3. Проведение выборов готовится предшествующим Советом общины. Для проведения самих выборов утверждается специальная избирательная комиссия, которая состоит, по возможности, из не избираемых членов общины. 4. В Совет общины могут быть избраны все полноправные члены общины обоих полов, достигшие 24-летнего возраста, известные общине своими христианскими и церковными убеждениями и пользующиеся уважением. Они должны осознанно разделять евангелическолютеранское вероисповедание. Во время выборов необходимо учитывать, что супруги, а также
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родственники до 4-ой степени родства включительно, не могут быть одновременно представлены в Совете общины. Исключения из этих правил нуждаются в согласии епископа. 5. Члены Совета общины, за исключением пастора (диакона, предиканта), избираются собранием общины на 4 года. Выборы членов Совета общины на новый срок допустимы. Если объём или состав общины значительно меняется, Совет общины назначает перевыборы Совета общины, по возможности, до истечения срока действия мандатов. Собрание общины имеет право по уважительным причинам отозвать одного или всех избранных членов Совета общины и назначить перевыборы. 6. При выбывании из Совета общины одного из избранных членов, собрание общины проводит довыборы. Вошедшие в Совет общины в результате выборов пребывают в нём до завершения срока действия мандата всего Совета общины. В случаях серьезного нарушения служебных обязанностей Руководство НЕЛЦУ/епископ имеет право и долг отстранить от должности членов совета общины или весь совет общины. Обвинения нужно выяснять. Если они не обоснованы, заинтересованные лица снова могут выполнять свои обязанности. В случае, если обвинения подтверждаются, то лица, которых это касается, освобождаются от должности. Необходимо провести довыборы или выборы. Председатели совета общины, которые действовали во вред общине, лишаются пассивного избирательного права на следующие два избирательных срока. Дальнейшие мероприятия в смысле церковной дисциплины могут проводиться согласно Устава НЕЛЦУ. 7. Пастор (диакон, предикант) обязан следить за соблюдением Устава, в особенности при выборах Совета общины. При несоблюдении Устава, а также при решении спорных вопросов, необходимо поставить в известность Руководство НЕЛЦУ, которое имеет право и обязано внести ясность. 8. Совет общины избирает председателя из своего состава. Председателем в порядке исключения с согласия Руководства НЕЛЦУ также может быть избран пастор (диакон, предикант), если это не является препятствием для исполнения им своих непосредственных обязанностей. 9. По завершению выборов, возложение обязанностей и благословение на служение избранного состава Совета общины происходит, на одном из последующих богослужений. 10. Апелляцию по выборам нового состава Совета общины можно подать в письменной форме в течение одной недели со дня проведения выборов пастору (диакону, предиканту) с обязательным уведомлением Руководства НЕЛЦУ. Рассмотрение апелляции отодвигает сроки благословения нового состава Совета общины на служение. Срок рассмотрения апелляции— один месяц с момента ее подачи. 11. Прочее регулируется Положением о выборах в НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 14 1. Совет общины действует как исполнительный орган общины в рамках Устава НЕЛЦУ, Устава общины и поручений, данных ему собранием общины. Он поддерживает пастора (диакона, предиканта) в его духовной деятельности по мере своих сил и возможностей и содействует тем самым укреплению общины.
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2. Задачами Совета общины, в особенности, являются: 2.1. Представление общины во внешних отношениях. 2.2. Представление общины перед НЕЛЦУ и её органами на всех уровнях. 2.3. Поддержание внешнего порядка и несение ответственности за него во время богослужений, церковных священнодействий и иных общинных мероприятий. 2.4. Забота о проведении конфирмационных занятий в соответствии с церковными канонами и правилами, а также об их посещении. 2.5. Попечительство о желающих принять Крещение, об иных новых членах общины. 2.6. Принятие решений о приёме новых членов в состав общины. 2.7. Несение ответственности за использование церковного здания и церковной утвари, а также других зданий, находящихся в распоряжении общины, в целях, не противоречащих их назначению. 2.8. Подготовка выборов пастора в случае вакансии и участие в призвании на служение пастора (диакона, предиканта) в соответствии со ст. 17. 2.9. Принятие мер по адекватному замещению пастора в случае его болезни. Замещение вакансии пастора осуществляется по согласованию с епископом либо его уполномоченным лицом. 2.10. Забота о проведении богослужений, если община не имеет пастора (диакона, предиканта). 2.11 Назначение органистов, руководителей хора и иных внештатных сотрудников в общине, заключение трудовых договоров с теми или иными церковными сотрудниками. 2.12. Внесение предложений о церковном образовании членов общины с целью их дальнейшего служения в Церкви и представление таких предложений в Руководство НЕЛЦУ. 2.13. Определение цели пожертвований и сбор пожертвований, а также принятие решений о хозяйственной деятельности общины. 2.14. Распоряжение имуществом общины. Предоставление годового бюджета на утверждение собрания общины. СТАТЬЯ 15 1. Заседания Совета общины созываются председателем по согласованию с пастором общины не реже одного раза в квартал, либо если 2/3 членов Совета общины этого пожелают. Епископ НЕЛЦУ может созвать Совет общины на внеочередное заседание. 2. Совет общины принимает свои решения открытым голосованием простым большинством голосов. Голосование проводится тайно, если хотя бы один член Совета просит об этом. Голоса воздержавшихся не учитываются. В этом случае спорный вопрос требует представления в Руководство НЕЛЦУ. При решении духовных вопросов пастор имеет право вето.
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3. Если предметом голосования является вопрос, касающийся одного конкретного члена Совета либо его семьи, то это лицо не принимает участие в голосовании. Присутствие этого лица при обсуждении касающегося его вопроса возможно только после единодушного согласия членов Совета общины. Перед голосованием это лицо всё равно должно удалиться. Соблюдение этих условий фиксируется в протоколе заседания. В остальном Совет общины самостоятельно решает вопросы распорядка ведения дел и вопросы распределения обязанностей. 4. Для особых, например, диаконических поручений и акции по оказанию помощи, Совет общины имеет право создавать подотчётные ему комиссии, либо уполномочивать лиц, которые должны докладывать ему о своей деятельности, а также сообщать об этом на собрании общины. СТАТЬЯ 16 1. Совет общины обязан по окончании года, а также по требованию собрания общины, отчитываться собранию общины по предоставленным в его распоряжение финансовым средствам, а также предоставлять отчёт о своей деятельности в целом. СТАТЬЯ 17 1. Предложение по кандидатуре пастора, диакона или предиканта выдвигает Епископ по согласованию с Советом общины. Епископ при этом должен проверить, соответствуют ли выдвигаемые кандидаты требованиям, предъявляемым к данному служению. Выборы (или, соответственно, утверждение) производятся Советом Общины простым большинством голосов. 2. Если описанная в п. 1 ст. 17 Устава процедура не даст результатов, то епископ сам назначает пастора, диакона или предиканта на переходный период, который устанавливается на шесть месяцев с правом продления на последующие шесть месяцев. После этого пастор либо утверждается на должность Советом общины, либо процедура, описанная в п. 1 ст. 17, начинается сначала. При этом пастор (которого не утвердил на должность Совет общины) участие в описанной выше процедуре не принимает. 3. Введение в должность нового пастора, диакона или предиканта происходит на богослужении общины и является обязанностью епископа либо уполномоченного им лица. Предиканты призываются на служение епископом. Кандидатуру предиканта предлагает Совет общины. Служения пастора, диакона и предиканта регулируются соответствующими положениями. 4. Руководство НЕЛЦУ несёт ответственность за то, чтобы в общинах призывались и учреждались на служение пасторы (диаконы, предиканты) СТАТЬЯ 18 1. Средства общины, необходимые ей для осуществления своей деятельности, состоят из добровольных пожертвований, включающих средства, собранные на богослужениях, средства, полученные по завещаниям в рамках действующего государственного законодательства, средства, полученные в качестве поддержки от других общин или от НЕЛЦУ, а также из доходов от производственно-хозяйственной и культурно- просветительской деятельности общины и созданных ею предприятий, иные средства, не запрещенные законодательством Украины.
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2. Финансовые средства общины расходуются на содержание работающих в ней лиц, на содержание церковного здания и других объектов, которые принадлежат или переданы общине, на отчисления для работы НЕЛЦУ, а также для выполнения других, названных в ст. 10, задач. 3. В соответствии с государственным законодательством и руководствуясь положениями данного церковного Устава, а также с согласия Руководства НЕЛЦУ, община вправе учреждать производственно-хозяйственные и иные предприятия, обладающие правами юридического лица. 4. Распорядителем средств общины, а также её имущества, является Совет общины, который поручает компетентным лицам деловое и верное ведение учёта и кассы. Эти лица регистрируют все приходы и расходы в кассовой книге, ведут книгу учёта пожертвований и взносов, а также инвентарную книгу, в которой регистрируется церковная собственность и её происхождение (взнос, покупка, передано государством и т.д.). При всём этом необходимо учитывать, что ведение подобного учёта должно соответствовать законам украинского государства. 5. Каждая община ведёт список своих членов. Каждая община должна вести церковные книги, в которых регистрируются богослужения, крещения, венчания, церковные погребения и другие богослужебные действия. Пастор (диакон, предикант), совершающий богослужебные действия, должен заботиться о том, чтобы они фиксировались в церковной книге общины. 6. Община ведёт книгу протоколов собраний общины, заседаний Советов общины и иных органов. 7. В случае прекращения деятельности общины ценности, предоставленные в её пользование государственными учреждениями или иными общественными и частными инстанциями, возвращаются прежним владельцам. Богослужебная утварь, Библии, сборники песнопений, принадлежащие общине, церковные книги, названные в п.6, передаются епископу. Все иное имущество, в том числе культовое, переходит в собственность Управления НЕЛЦУ (если данное положение прописано в Уставе поместной общины). В остальном действуют соответствующие законодательные определения. В случае роспуска общины последняя обязана выполнить требования законодательства Украины и действующего Устава общины относительно ликвидации религиозной организации (при этом должны быть внесены соответствующие изменения в уставные документы общины и ликвидирована печать общины). В случае выхода общины из состава НЕЛЦУ последняя не имеет права называться Немецкой ЕвангелическоЛютеранской общиной, о чем обязана внести соответствующие изменения в свои уставные документы. 8. В случае роспуска (ликвидации) общины, а также при выходе последней из состава НЕЛЦУ, руководству НЕЛЦУ должно быть своевременно, в полной мере и в соответствии с законом передано следующее: 1) Надлежащим образом заверенные копии документов общины (в случае, если это не противоречит действующему законодательству—оригиналы документов общины). 2) Списки общины 3) Церковные книги

4) Недвижимое имущество 5) Имущество общины
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6) Выписка о состоянии банковского счета и о последних банковских операциях общины.

СТАТЬЯ 19 1. Для проверки финансово-хозяйственной деятельности общины собрание общины избирает ревизионную комиссию. 2. Ревизионная комиссия состоит как минимум из 3 членов общины, не членов совета общины или их родственников, но специалистов по финансовым вопросам. Она проводит ревизию денежных средств и материальных ценностей не реже 1-го раз в год и докладывает о результатах ревизии собранию общины. Собрание общины ежегодно утверждает финансовый отчёт, предварительно заслушав отчет ревизионной комиссии. В случае, если собрание общины высказало недоверие собственной ревизионной комиссии, то решением этого же собрания церковной общины Руководством НЕЛЦУ может быть подключена ревизионная комиссия НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 20 1. Прочее регулируется Уставом общины. 2. Устав общины разрабатывается Советом общины, принимается и утверждается собранием общины на основании 2/3 голосов. Устав общины не может противоречить законодательству Украины, Уставу НЕЛЦУ и должен быть согласован с Руководством НЕЛЦУ.

ІV. ПОЛОЖЕНИЕ О НЕЛЦУ И САН ЕПИСКОПА СТАТЬЯ 21 1. Епископ осуществляет верховное духовное руководство НЕЛЦУ. 2. Епископ совместно с Синодом и его выборным органом (Президиумом) осуществляет общее руководство НЕЛЦУ. 3.Епископ избирается на 6 лет из числа пасторов лютеранской церкви, как граждан Украины, так и граждан иных государств, прослуживших в Церкви не менее пяти лет. Перевыборы возможны. 4. Для руководства НЕЛЦУ в распоряжении епископа находится Церковное Управление НЕЛЦУ (Канцелярия епископа), которое является административным центром Церкви. 5. Основными направлениями деятельности епископа являются: мудрое управление; попечение о сохранении чистоты учения лютеранской Церкви в современном контексте; оказание духовной и душепопечительской поддержки пасторам, диаконам и другим служителям НЕЛЦУ; непосредственное общение и сотрудничество с поместными общинами; поддержание и развитие отношений с другими Церквями и представление интересов НЕЛЦУ перед государством и общественностью. 6. Епископ и президиум Синода НЕЛЦУ (Руководство Церкви) являются исполнительным органом Синода НЕЛЦУ и осуществляют общее руководство НЕЛЦУ между заседаниями Синода.
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7. Епископ и президиум Синода осуществляют финансово-хозяйственное управление НЕЛЦУ. 8. Епископ является руководителем НЕЛЦУ, который уполномочен представлять НЕЛЦУ в правоотношениях с третьими лицами и подписывать все правовые документы, в том числе договора. 9. Заместитель епископа отвечает за вверенные ему служения в НЕЛЦУ. 10. Епископ ответственен за соблюдение Устава НЕЛЦУ и Положений o служениях в Церкви. 11. Процедура выборов епископа, его права и обязаности, а также прочее закреплены соответствующим положением о служении епископа НЕЛЦУ, принятого Синодом НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 22 1. Синод НЕЛЦУ является высшим законодательным органом Церкви. Он обязан решать все вопросы Церкви и относящихся к ней общин. 2.Задачи Синода: 2.1. Он обладает правом церковного законотворчества, в особенности он вырабатывает, принимает и вносит изменения в Устав. 2.2. Он является апелляционной инстанцией при всех конфликтах в общинах и между общинами. 2.3. Он избирает епископа (см. ст. 21.1). 2.4. Синод утверждает бюджет НЕЛЦУ и принимает годовой финансовый отчет. Он устанавливает размер и формы отчислений, которые производятся общинами в целях финансирования деятельности НЕЛЦУ. Он может также установить определенный размер доли пожертвований, которые отчисляются для общецерковной работы НЕЛЦУ и Союза ЕЛЦ. 2.5.Он принимает решение о роспуске НЕЛЦУ. СТАТЬЯ 23 1. В Синод НЕЛЦУ входят все пасторы и диаконы, а также избранные представители общин. Все зарегистрированные общины с количеством членов до 100 обладающих правом голоса избирают на собрании общины одного представителя (см. ст.8.5). Для каждых последующих 100 членов общины, обладающих правом голоса (или части от их числа) избирается ещё один представитель. Еще не зарегистрированные общины могут по приглашению президента Синода прислать одного представителя, который обладает правом принимать участие в дискуссиях, но не обладает правом голоса. Президиум Синода и епископ имеют также право приглашать других гостей. Длительность одного синодального периода составляет, как правило, 4 года. Руководство НЕЛЦУ может предложить, а Синод утвердить решение об исключении из данного правила. 2. Для каждого из избранных синодальных представителей собранием общины избираются заместители, которые прибывают на Синод в случае, если синодалы, названные первыми, не могут принять в нем участие. О результатах выборов синодалов сообщается церковной канцелярии, чтобы ещё до начала Синода имелся окончательный список.
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Если член Синода в случае болезни, смерти или переезда выбывает досрочно, то это место занимает выбранный заместитель. Если и он выбывает, то собрание общины выбирает преемника и сообщает об этом Президиуму Синода. СТАТЬЯ 24 1. После выборов нового Синода епископ приглашает избранных синодалов на первое заседание. Он открывает его богослужением и руководит им до выборов Президиума Синода. Он также наделяет полномочиями членов Синода на весь синодальный период. Если на последующих заседаниях должны быть наделены полномочиями доизбранные члены Синода, то это также является обязанностью епископа. В случае вакансии или заболевания епископа на первое заседание приглашает заместитель епископа. Он открывает заседание и наделяет полномочиями членов Синода. 2. Синод собирается не менее одного раза в год. Церковная канцелярия приглашает на заседания по поручению руководства НЕЛЦУ письменно и не позже чем за 4 недели до назначенного срока. Отклонения от срока могут быть одобрены руководством НЕЛЦУ. 3. Синод избирает Президиум, состоящий из пяти человек. В нем могут быть представлены миряне, предиканты, диаконы и пасторы, мужчины и женщины. В случае, если член Президиума Синода выбывает, в состав Президиума Синода входит лицо, идущее следующее по выборному списку кандидатов в члены Президиума Синода, утвержденного на последних выборах в Президиум Синода НЕЛЦУ. Выборы действительны на весь синодальный период. Выборы на новый срок возможны. 4. Президиум Синода избирает из своего состава Президента и двух секретарей. После утверждения Синодом выборов Президента, руководство Синодом переходит к нему. 5. Епископ является членом Синода с правом голоса, присутствует на его заседаниях, делает отчётный доклад, отвечает на возникшие вопросы и даёт консультацию. 6. Дальнейший распорядок дел регулируется Синодом по предложению Президиума с учётом положений ст.27. Ведётся протокол, который должен заверяться Президентом. Решения Синода подписываются Президентом Синода, заверяются епископом и затем оглашаются. 7. Решения Синода рассылаются во все общины Церкви. Протокол Синода рассылается всем синодалам в течение двух месяцев после окончания Синода. Синодалы отдельных общин обязаны на ближайшем после проведения Синода собрании общины доложить о состоявшемся Синоде и пояснить его решения. 8. Расходы на проведение Синода, командировочные расходы представителей общин, а также гостей Синода из незарегистрированных общин, берёт на себя НЕЛЦУ. 9. Печать Церкви находится в распоряжении епископа. CТАТЬЯ 25 1.Синод правомочен принимать решения, если не нарушены условия его созыва, если представлены не менее 2/3 приглашенных общин и 2/3 приглашенных участников пришли на заседание, а также, если из пришедших на заседание не менее половины имеют право голоса.
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2.Решения принимаются, как правило, простым большинством голосов. Голосование может производиться открыто или тайно. Решения принимаются тайным голосованием, если хотя бы один из членов Синода просит об этом. 3.Принятие, а также все изменения в Уставе нуждаются в 2/3 членов Синода с правом голоса. В случае необходимости согласие этих 2/3 (относительно Устава) может быть получено в письменном виде. До этого момента изменения в Уставе в силу не вступают. В случае необходимости проведения последующего голосования в письменном виде, оно утверждается на заседании Синода. Изменения вступают в силу после их утверждения на заседании Синода НЕЛЦУ. 4.Вероисповедание и вероучение не подлежат церковно-правовым изменениям. При обсуждении вопросов, затрагивающих вероисповедание и вероучение, без внесения в них изменений, например, в порядок богослужения, действует п. З данной статьи. 5. В вопросах вероисповедания и вероучения епископ имеет право вето. Прежде всего, это правило действует, если предварительно разработанные предложения при голосовании отклоняются или изменяются значительным образом. Принятие решения по данным вопросам откладывается на поздний период. В этом случае решение по данному вопросу должно быть вновь принято на следующем заседании Синода. Если согласие не достигнуто, то вопрос нуждается в консультации СТАТЬЯ 26 1.Президиум вместе с епископом образуют Руководство НЕЛЦУ, которое руководит НЕЛЦУ между заседаниями Синода. Оно подготавливает заседания Синода и заботится о выполнении его постановлений. В особенности, оно заботится о претворении в жизнь Церкви сформулированных в статье 6 целей, задач и форм деятельности НЕЛЦУ. В соответствии со ст. 17.4 Руководство НЕЛЦУ несёт ответственность за предоставление общинам пасторов, либо диаконов и предикантов, поэтому принимает решения по заявлениям, либо по рекомендациям Советов общин на обучение с целью последующего церковного служения. Руководство НЕЛЦУ принимает решение о литургических одеяниях. 2.Руководство НЕЛЦУ выступает как посредник в конфликтных ситуациях в общине либо между общинами с целью достижения согласия. Прихожане, исключённые из общины, могут подать жалобу в руководство НЕЛЦУ (см. ст.8.7). 3.Руководство НЕЛЦУ принимает свои решения, как правило, простым большинством голосов. Голосование проводится тайно, если хотя бы один из членов руководства НЕЛЦУ желает этого. Голоса воздержавшихся не учитываются. При конфликтах между избранными членами Президиума и епископом вопрос выносится на Синод для принятия решения. С просьбой о предоставлении консультации Синод (или Епископ, или Президиум Синода) могут обратиться к Епископскому Совету Союза ЕЛЦ.
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V. ДУХОВНЫЙ САН И ЦЕРКОВНЫЕ СЛУЖЕНИЯ СТАТЬЯ 27 1. Все крещённые христиане получили духовные дары и, на основе всеобщего священства крещеных и верных, участвуют в миссии и служении Церкви. Положения об общине (ст. 8-20) и положение о Синоде и Руководстве НЕЛЦУ (ст.21-26) определяют способы их участия в управлении Церковью. 2. Есть особые служения, исполнение которых требует благословения призванных на это служение христиан, совершаемого перед общиной во время богослужения. На такие служения в общине как органист, руководитель хора, руководители детских богослужений и диаконическое служение, благословляет пастор общины. Предикантов, диаконов, а также иных сотрудников в служении, выходящем за рамки общины, благословляет епископ. Пасторы рукополагаются в духовный сан епископом; епископ вводится на служение другими епископами в соответствии с Положениями о служении Епископа. 3. В НЕЛЦУ на все служения и службы назначаются как мужчины, так и женщины, за исключением того, что в духовный сан пастора рукополагаются только лица мужского пола. СТАТЬЯ 28 1. Сущностью духовного сана в Церкви на всех ответственных служениях является проповедь Слова Божия и преподание Таинств по духовному призванию и в соответствии с предоставленными полномочиями. При этом определённые сферы обязанностей охватывают задачи, выходящие за рамки деятельности одной общины. В задачи епископа входит наблюдение за общинами НЕЛЦУ и их пасторами, которых он рукополагает в сан, а также диаконами, предикантами, которых он благословляет на служение. Епископ наделяется полномочиями на основании единого для всех пасторов рукоположения (ординации) при введении их в сан в форме благословения и направления на служение. Возложенные на него духовные поручения обязывают пасторов (диаконов, предикантов) оказывать ему повиновение, если это не противоречит Слову Божьему. В конфликтных ситуациях Президиум Синода является инстанцией в решении конфликтного вопроса. 2. Предпосылкой для введения в сан пастора общины является рукоположение (ординация). 3.Все пасторы, диаконы, предиканты и епископ могут просить о снятии с себя обязанностей по причине нездоровья или по другим уважительным причинам; решение в данном случае принимают те, кто их выбирал и вводил их на служение. Подобные просьбы должны, по возможности, подаваться заранее, с тем, чтобы можно было своевременно начать подготовку выборов преемника. В НЕЛЦУ не существует принципиальных ограничений сроков пребывания на служении, а также жёстких ограничений возрастных границ. 4. Литургические одеяния и одеяния, положенные по сану, а также особые знаки отдельных носителей сана, устанавливаются Руководством НЕЛЦУ. 5. Претензии к учению или образу жизни пастора (диакона, предиканта), которые ставят под сомнение возможность пребывания его в сане, заявляются епископу, претензии относительно епископа – в Синод НЕЛЦУ. Синод НЕЛЦУ является консультативной инстанцией Церкви для
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разрешения вопросов вероучения и служебной дисциплины. Епископский Совет Союза ЕЛЦ можно привлечь для консультации по спорным вопросам. В случае подтверждения изложенного в претензии, соответствующее лицо может быть лишено прав духовного сана. Лишение духовного сана требует утверждения соответствующим Синодом является основанием для расторжения с лицом, которого лишили соответствующего сана, трудового договора. Это относится также к иным церковным сотрудникам, которые были благословлены на служение. В последнем случае епископ является, как правило, последней апелляционной инстанцией.

VII. ИМУЩЕСТВО И ФИНАНСЫ СТАТЬЯ 29 1. Каждая церковная община и Церковное Управление (Епископат) НЕЛЦУ являются юридическими лицами. Общины представлены Советом общины, НЕЛЦУ представлена епископом (см. ст. 21.8 и Положения о служении Епископа). 2.Общины и (или) НЕЛЦУ могут иметь в собственности, продавать и покупать, дарить и принимать в дар здания, строения, предметы культа, объекты производственного, социального, благотворительного, диаконического и культурного назначения, а также денежные средства и иное имущество, необходимое для их деятельности.

3.Они имеют право собственности на имущество, приобретенное ими за счет собственных средств, пожертвований, имущество, принятое в дар, завещанное им гражданами, организациями или переданное государством, а также приобретенное на других законных основаниях. 4. Они могут иметь собственность на территории других государств и осуществлять экономическую деятельность за границей, если это не противоречит законодательству Украины. 5. Они вправе использовать для своих нужд и в соответствии с данным Уставом земельные участки, здания и иное имущество, предоставляемое им на договорных началах государством, органами местного самоуправления, общественными и иными организациями, учреждениями, предприятиями и физическими лицами. 6. Пользование землей осуществляется в порядке, установленном законодательством Украины. СТАТЬЯ 30 Общины и НЕЛЦУ вправе осуществлять предпринимательскую деятельность, создавать хозяйственные товарищества и общества, учреждать производственные, реставрационные, художественные, сельскохозяйственные и иные предприятия в рамках действующего законодательства Украины, которые подлежат контролю со стороны руководства НЕЛЦУ (см. ст. 18.3). СТАТЬЯ 31 Учреждения Церкви, а также созданные ими предприятия и учреждения, имеющие права юридического лица, могут нанимать на работу граждан в качестве рабочих и служащих.
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СТАТЬЯ 32 1. Средства вышеназванных учреждений НЕЛЦУ, имеющих право юридического лица, состоят из отчислений общин, пожертвований и завещаний отдельных лиц и организаций, в том числе зарубежных, а также из доходов от издательской, хозяйственной и иной деятельности, не запрещенной законом. 2. Эти средства служат исключительно для исполнения церковных задач согласно ст.6, в особенности расходуются на содержание пасторов и иных церковных сотрудников, выплату содержания и командировочных работникам, на благотворительность, на подготовку служителей, издательскую и другую хозяйственную деятельность, выдачу ссуд общинам, на строительство, реконструкцию церквей, молитвенных домов и т.д. 3. Церковь исполняет свои финансовые обязательства перед государством. 4. Общины и НЕЛЦУ обязаны управлять своим имуществом по совести, заботливо и нерасточительно. CТАТЬЯ 33 1. После прекращения деятельности одного из названных юридических лиц имущество, предоставленное в его пользование государственными, общественными или иными организациями, а также частными лицами, возвращается его прежнему владельцу. Распоряжение имуществом, являющимся собственностью юридического лица, осуществляется в соответствии с названными в данном Уставе целями и действующим законодательством.

VIII. О ДЕЙСТВИИ ДАННОГО ЦЕРКОВНОГО УСТАВА Данный церковный Устав был принят Синодом НЕЛЦУ в соответствие с положениями действующего в Украине законодательства и Устава Управления НЕЛЦУ и вступает в каноническую силу с момента его подписания.

Президент Президиума Синода НЕЛЦУ

А.Н. Гросс

Епископ НЕЛЦУ

С.Машевски

ОГЛАВЛЕНИЕ Главное Богослужение со Святым Причастием ................................ .. 3 Богослужение без Святого Причастия (литургия Слова) ................ ..15

„вред

Боже Отец, Сын и Дух Святой, очисти мой ум, сердце и уста, дабы я в истине призывал Твое Святое имя, молился, славил и благодарил Тебя и принял, из милости Твоей, благодать на благодать в благословение ныне и в вечности. Аминь. Причащение святого Тела и честной Крови Твоей, Господи Иисусе Христе, да не будет мне в суд и осуждение и по милосердию Твоему да охранит и исцелит душу мою и тел 0 . или: Господи! я недостоин, чтобы Ты вошел под кров мой, но скажи только слово, и исцелится душа моя.

Молитва после Причастия Тело и Кровь Господа нашего Иисуса Христа да сохранят меня в истинной вере для жизни вечной. Аминь. или: То, что вкусил я устами, Господи, да приму чистою душою и от этого временного дара да будет мне исцеление вечное. Аминь. _Молитва по окончании Богослужения _ Благословен Бог и Отец Господа нашего Иисуса Христа, по великой Своей милости возродивший нас воскресением Иисуса Христа из мертвых. Господи, Боже мой, благодарю Тебя! Дай сохранить в сердце моем все, приносящее плод добрый. Да пребудет благословение Твое со мною и со всеми моими близкими. Аминь.

ГЛАВНОЕ БОГОСЛУЖЕНИЕ СО СВЯТЫМ ПРИЧАСТИЕМ Иисус же сказал им: истинно, истинно говорю вам: если не будете есть Плоти Сына Человеческого и пить Крови Его, то не будете иметь в себе жизни. Ядущий Мою Плоть и пиющий Мою Кровь имеет жизнь вечную, и Я воскрешу его в последний день. Ибо Плоть Моя истинно есть пища, и Кровь Моя истинно есть питие. Ядущий Мою Плоть и пиющий Мою Кровь пребывает во Мне, и Я в нем. Ин. 6:53-56 Ибо всякий раз, когда вы едите хлеб сей и пьете чашу сию, смерть Господню возвещаете, доколе Он придет. 1 Кор. 11:26

Община встает. " г 5!

Лицрг: Во имя Отца и + Сына и Святого Духа!

Община: А минь

4. Община встает. Лицрг: Господь да пребудет с за - ми Община: И С ду-хом ТВО ИМ ‘Или в свободной форме

Община садится.

Призыв к покаянию. Ли1ург:...Помощь наша в имени Господа! Община: Сотворившего небо и землю! Лицрг: Я сказал: «исповедую Господу преступления мои». Община: И Ты снял с меня вину греха моего! Смиритесь же ныне пред лицом Божиим и исповедуйте Ему грехи ваши... Исповедание грехов. Община: Всемогущий Боже, Отче милосердный! Я, бедный грешный человек, исповедую Тебе все грехи, помышлением‚ словом и делом содеянные; ими я вполне заслужил гнев Твой, и, как временную, так и вечную кару. Но я сердечно о них скорблю, и сокрушаюсь, и молю Тебя: ради беспредельного милосердия Твоего и ради тяжких страданий и смерти возлюбленного Сына Твоего, Иисуса Христа, Искупителя моего, будь благ и милостив ко мне, бедному грешнику, прости мне все согрешения и милостиво даруй, во исправление жизни моей, силу Духа Твоего Святого. Лицрг: Если это твоё искреннее исповедание и моление, то ответь: «Да, с Божьей помощью» Община: Да, с Божьей помощью! ' Отпущение грехов Литург: ...Слава Отцу и Сыну и Святому Духу! Община: И - и мы - не и при сна, и во-не ки ве-кое. А-минь. " С Пальмового воскресения по Пасху «Б/опа Рагг!» не распевается.

|ев-зоп. Гос - ПО - дИ‚ по - ми › дуи_ Б. Спг! - все е |ей - зоп. Хри - СТе‚ ПО - МИ — луй. |е|-$оп Гос - по - ди, по › ми - луй. славословие ” Со // по /У Адвент‚ с Пепельной среды по Вербное воскресение и в Страстную пятницу «6/опа» не роспевается‚ либо же заменяется соответствующим церковному календарю гимном (смлриложение). Лицрг: Сла - ва в вы-шних Бо гу! Община: \и Е-дИ-НУ 5°"`У в вы-со-тах Честь, сла-ва и хва - ле -нье! \./ 0" """‘д°'СеРд и на-ших благ Не даст на со-кру-ше - нье. Он нас при-зрел и воз—лю-бил, хрис.-юм о.‚.а_да иС‚ку.пил‚ О ' С3° ‘ 60-дил от СМЕР ти.

Литург: Помолимся... через Господа нашего Иисуса Христа! Община: А-минь! А - минь!

По окончанию чтения литург оглашает: ЭТО СЛОВО БОЖИ Е! (ЭТО СЛ ОВО БОГ 8) Община: А минь По окончанию чтения литург оглашает: ЭТО СЛОВО БОЖИЭЁ (ЭТО СЛОВО БОГ Э) Община: А минь

Поется версикул на данный день и далее

/`2\ Община: Ал-ли-луй-я!Ал-ли-луй-я! Ал-ли-луй — я! Лицрг: Слушай, Церковь Христова...

! Община: Сла - ва Те-бе, Гос-подь! Литург: Сие есть Евангелие Господа! Община: Хва -ла Те-6е‚ хри-стос! 7

христианскую веру. Община: Верую в Бога, Отца Всемогущего, Творца неба и земли; и во Иисуса Христа, Единородного Сына Божия, Господа нашего, зачатого от Духа Святого, рождённого от Марии Девы, страдавшего при Понтии Пилате, распятого, умершего и погребённого. Сошедшего в ад, воскресшего в третий день из мёртвых, вознёсшегося на небеса, сидящего одесную Бога, Всемогущего Отца, откуда Он придёт судить живых и мёртвых. Верую в духа Святого, в единую святую, христианскую церковь, в общение Святых, в отпущение грехов, в воскресение плоти и жизнь вечную. Аминь! Лицрг: Исповедуем пред БОГОМ 3СеМ0ГУЩИМ И МИРОМ НЭШУ святую ИЛИ произносится Никео-Константинопольский символ веры (на праздник Св.Троицы Афанасьевский символ веры) Я

_.-чтит

Пе вая о ма Всемогущий ...Господи Боже, благодарим Тебя! Община: Го - спо-ди Бо - же, сла - вим Те - бя, бя. Го-спо-ди Бо-же, бла-го-да-рим Те Литург: ...Господи, услыши нас! Община: Ус-лышь нас, ми-ло-сти-вый Бо - же Лицрг: ...заступись за нас, помоги нам! Община: По-мо-ги нам, ми-лос-ти-вый Бо же ЛИЩЕГЗ ...живешь И царствуешь НЫНЕ И ВО веки ВЕКОВ! Община: Гос-по-ди Ии - су - се Хри - сте, Гос - по-ди Бо—же, Гос-по-ди Бо же, ве-ди насот 10 смер-ти к жиз - ни. А МИНЬ Ч

Община: Вто ая о ма Лицрг: ...Господу помолимся. Община: Гос—по-ди, по - ми-луй! Всю жизнь нашу и близких нам, Христу Богу предадим! Те-бе, Гос-по-ди! Лицрг: Помоги нам и спаси нас, сохрани и защити Своею благодатью! Община: А минь Община встает. А 1 У Лицрг: э — Господь да пребудетс ва-ми! Община: И с ду-хом тво-им! Лицрг: Воз-не-си -те серд-ца ва-ши. 10

_._._....__._ ._. .._ Воз-не-семих к Гос-по-ду Возблагодарим Господа Бо-га на-ше-го Община: Э-то дос - той-но и пра-вед - но Литург: Воистину, достойно, праведно и спасительно... исповедуя без устали! Община: Свят, Свят, свят Гос - подь Бог Са-ва-оф; пол-ны не-бе - са и зем-ля сла-вы Е-го. 0 са-на Бла - го - сло-вен В ВЫШ НИХ. гря-ду щий \_‚ во и-мя Гос-под-не, О са-на в выш них, 11

ниспослании Святого Духа

Литург: Велика тайна нашей веры: ибо всякий раз, когда вы едите от хлеба сего и пьете из чаши сей смерть Господню возвещаете, доколе Он приидет. Община: Смерть Твою, Господи, возвещаем, воскресение Твое исповедуем, Второе Пришествие ожидаем, доколе Ты придешь во славе. Община: Отче Сущий на небесах! Да святится имя Твое. да приидет Царствие Твое. Да будет воля Твоя и на земле, как и на небе. Хлеб наш насущный дай нам на сей день. И прости нам долги наши, Как и мы прощаем должникам нашим. И не введи нас во искушение, но избавь нас от лукавого. Ибо Твое есть царство и сила и слава во веки!

да пребудет с вами! ‚ ' -

__ Община: А минь дРУГ др!/ГУ Приветствие мира, в знак любви И прощения . Причастники желают друг другу мира; «мир Бджид пребудет тобой!» 1?

Нед Б0 - жий, взяв-ший гре по-ми-луи нас Хри-стос‚ Аг - нец Бо - жий, взяв-ший гре —хи ра, по -ми-луй нас Хри-стос‚ Аг - нец Бо - жий, взявший гре-хи ми » ра, даруй нам мир. А минь. Причастники подходят к подножию алтаря и принимают Св.Дары. .. ‚ Стих хвалы: Лицрг: Славьте Господа ибо Он благ. Аллилуия! Община: Ибо вовеки милость Его Ал-ли-лу-йя! * С воскресения Зергиауездтае по Пасху и вдень покаяния «Алли/1У”"” Не Р0СП6’80гтСЯ

Молитва благодарения Община: Община: И с ду-хом тво - им Литург: Примите благословение Божие Община: Бо-гу во-ве-ки сла ва

Община: А-минь! А-минь! А минь! Приход садится на свои места. 14

БОГОСЛУЖЕНИЕ БЕЗ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТИЯ (ЛИТУРГИЯ СЛОВА) В начале было Слово, и Слово было у Бога, и Слово было Бог. Оно было в начале у Бога. Все чрез Него начало быть, и без Него ничто не начало быть, что начало быть. В Нем была жизнь, и жизнь была свет человеков. И свет во тьме светит, и тьма не объяла его. Ин. 1:1-5 Могущему же утвердить вас, по благовествованию моему и проповеди Иисуса Христа, по откровению тайны, о которой от вечных времен было умолчано, но которая ныне явлена, и через писания пророческие, по повелению вечного Бога, возвещена всем народам для покорения их вере, Единому Премудрому Богу, через Иисуса Христа, слава во веки. Аминь. Рим. 14:24-26

_4.

Община встает.

1 5 Предначинательная мол итва

_ _. .

Литург: Во имя Отца и + Сына и Святого Духа! Община: А минь Община встает.

Лицрг: Г°С"‘°дЬ да ПРебУдеТ С ва - ми

Община: И С ду-хом тво - им 4! община отвечает: Община: нерукоположенному лит)/РЗУ И с то-бо -юд Община садится,

призывает паству к исповеданию грехов. община: Всемилосердный Боже и Отче! Исповедуем пред Тобою, бесчисленные согрешения и беззакония наши, за которые, по справедливости, заслужили Твой гнев и Твою кару. Воззри милостиво на нас и прости нам все грехи, ради заслуг возлюбленного Сына Твоего, Спасителя нашего, Иисуса Христа. Литург объявляет О прощении грехов. псалом ' Литург ЗОЧЦГПЫВОЕГП ПСОЛОМ Ц завершает МОЛЫМ СЛОВОСЛОЗЦЗМС Слава Отцу и Сыну и Святому Духу! Община: И ° И НЫ - не И ПРИ СНО‚ И МИНЬ. С Пальмового воскресения по Пасху «6/огйа Рот» не распевается. Община: Ку |еТ-зоп. Гос - по - ди, по - ми - луи. ста - все е Те! - зоп. Хри - сте‚ по Фей-зоп. Гос - по - ди‚ по - ми - луй. 17

Вербное и 3 Опа» не Пепельнои среды по Со Н по /\/Адвент‚ С б заменяется соответствующим ЛитУ‚0гиЧ5СК0МУ Времени церковного года ли О Же распееается‚ гимном (см. Приложение)Сла - ва в вы-шних Бо гу! община: Е ди „У 5о-гу в вы-со-тах Честь, сла-за и хва - пе-нье! ми-ло-серд и на-ших благ Не даСТ На 00 КРУ Ш -пил Он нас при-зрел и воз-лю-бил, Хрис-том ота да ис ку ‚ О сво - бо-дил от смер ти. }

Литург: Помолимся... Община: А-минь! А - минь!

14. По окончанию чтения литург оглашает: ЛИТ\/рг: Это Слово Божие! (это Слово Бога) Община: А минь тя

чтения литург оглашает: ЭТО СЛОВО (ЭТО СЛОВО БОГЭ)

поется версикул на донныи день и далее общИНг= А › минь Д\ Община: Ал-ли-луй - я! Ал-ли -луй-я! Ал-ли-луй я!

_ ‘ . Слушай, Церковь Христова...

Община: Сла - ва Те-бе, Гос-подь! Литург по завершению чтения оглашает: Сие есть Евангелие Господа! Община: хва —ла Те-бе, хри‹стос! Верую в Бога, Отца Всемогущего, Творца неба и земли; и во Иисуса Христа, Единородного Сына Божия, Господа нашего, зачатого от Духа Святого, рождённого от Марии Девы, страдавшего при Понтии Пилате, распятого, умершего и погребённого. Сошедшего в ад, воскресшего в третий день из мёртвых, вознёсшегося на небеса, сидящего одесную Бога, Всемогущего Отца, откуда Он придёт судить живых и мёртвых. в Духа Святого, в единую святую христианскую Церковь, В Общение Святых, в отпущение грехов, В 9-Оскресение плоти и жизнь вечную. Аминь! 19

Община: Отче наш, сущий на небесах! Да святится имя Твое. Да приидет Царствие Твое. Да будет воля Твоя и на земле, как и на небе. Хлеб наш насущный дай нам на сей день. И прости нам долги наши, как и мы прощаем должникам нашим. И не введи нас во искушение, но избавь нас от лукавого. Ибо Твое есть царство и сила и слава во веки.

будет имя Господне прославленно и благословенна, ^""" У Община: Т от-ны-не и до ве-ка, АЛ-Л*""‘У'Ия` С "О ’70СХУ и в день покаяния «А/иилуйя» Не 70

общИНг= Литург: Господь да пребудет с вами! Община: И с ду-хом тво - им * нерукоположенному литургу община отвечает: Община: И с то-бо-ю! Лицрг: Примите благословение Божие Община: Бо—гу во-ве-ки сла ва 3 Община: А-минь! А-минь! А минь!

Photographs from “UKRAINE VISITATION FOR ULC DELKU AND SELCU” (2015-09-04).
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Press Release

LCMS and NALC Representatives Meet in St. Louis

Representatives of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the North American Lutheran Church met Sept. 9-10 in St. Louis, MO to continue their bi-annual consultations. The series of meetings began December, 2011, at the invitation of President Matthew Harrison of the LCMS as the church bodies seek greater understanding of the other church, ways that there may be cooperation in externals, and be mutually supportive, in spite of differences that exist. Normally, a representative of the Lutheran Church-Canada has participated in the meetings.

This consultation was the second meeting focusing on Holy Scripture. Four questions were presented and discussed: How did the Bible get here? What kind of book is the Bible? Which method is most suitable for interpreting the Bible? What is the proper use of the Bible?

In addition to presentation of Church body reports, other areas of common concern were discussed, including the recent Supreme Court Obergefell decision, the challenge to marriage in North America today, response to the persecution of Christians today.

The representatives will meet again in March 2016.

Representing the LCMS were the Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations-Assistant to the President; the Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive Director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations; the Rev. John Pless, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne; the Rev. Larry Vogel, Associate Director of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations.

Representing the NALC were the Rev. John Bradosky, Bishop; the Rev. Paull Spring, Bishop Emeritus; the Rev. Mark Chavez, General Secretary; the Rev. Dr. David Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism.

Contact: David Wendel, dwendel@thenalc.org Larry Vogel, larry.vogel@lcms.org
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A Report on Liturgy & The Office of the Holy Ministry Class Odessa, Ukraine, October 19-24, 2015 St. Paul's Cathedral, DELKU Headquarters November 4, 2015 Naomichi Masaki Concordia Theological Seminary Summary • Masaki's course was arranged by a recent church relations visit of Drs. Albert Collver, III, and Timothy Quill to Ukraine at the invitation of bishop Serge Maschewski of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (DELKU). • The class on Liturgy and the Office of the Holy Ministry was the first of the six courses planned by the above-mentioned three church leaders as continuing education of the pastors and church workers, or what the DELKU calls "Advanced Theological Training." • Sixteen participants have successfully completed the course and were awarded with a certificate on Friday, October 23. Two pastors were unable to attend due to sickness. One female predicant and one ministrant were in and out, the former having to leave early for her father's health condition. • Masaki learned the blessings and challenges the DELKU faces by teaching this class, visiting with participants, and having conversations with the bishop. • The hospitality of bishop Maschewski and his staff was outstanding. • This report continues with the detailed description of the week of teaching, Masaki's reflections, and a few suggestions for the future courses.

!1

The Week at a Glance I. Participants (titles are the nomenclature of the DELKU; see the map below for the places of service) 1Pastors (7): - Rev. Andrey Kuznetsov - Kryvyi Rih - Rev. Andre Mattos - Lviv - Rev. Igor Taranenko - Lutsk (absent for sickness) - Rev. Viktor Tselinko - Zhytomyr - Rev. Vladislav Tsekhanovich - Shostka - Rev. Alexey Chizhov - Odessa - Rev. Pavel Shvarts - Kharkiv (absent for sickness)

2Deacons (5): - Male - Sergey Berezin - Kyiv - Igor Shemigon - Kyiv - Female - Larisa Kostenko - Vinnytsia - Alexandra Reshetova - Berdyansk - Nataliya Chizhova Odessa 3"Predicants" (2): - Male - Oleg Khomutenko Lutsk - Female - Alla Vol'f - Lozova 4"Ministrants" (3): - Male - Oleg Gnedovskiy Dnipropetrovsk - Yevgeniy Rybak - Kyiv - Female - Mina Sharnina Zaporizhzhya 5"Volunteers" (2) - Valeriy Samorodnyy Kyiv - Eduard Khyubner Zhytomyr 6President of a Congregation (1): - Nataliya Yanina - Odessa 7Staff (4): - Bishop Serge Maschewski - Odessa - Tatiana Zastavnychenko - administrative assistant to the Bishop - Odessa - Rev. Gennadij Khonin (translator) - Almaty, Kazakhstan - Lubov Galimova (translator) - Dnipropetrovsk: a member of the DELKU consistory, and a congregational president !2

II. Daily Schedule & Facilities: • 8:00 Chapel 8:30 Breakfast 9:00 Class 1 10:00 Class 2 11:00 Class 3 12:00 Chapel 12:30 Lunch 14:00 Class 4 15:00 Class 5 16:00 Chapel 18:00 Supper • The "campus" of the headquarters of DELKU includes St. Paul's Cathedral, "German Center" that is attached to the cathedral (in fact, when the Cathedral was restored recently two thirds of the original cathedral was allocated as chapel while one third devoted to a clinic, kindergarten, classrooms, and office spaces for rent; and this one-third of the cathedral is called the "German Center"), and bishop's residence/headquarters. The headquarters building consists of a cafeteria, a small chapel, and Sunday school classrooms of the St. Paul's congregation in the first floor, DELKU headquarters offices that include bishop's study and his residence in the second floor, and guest rooms and a parsonage of St. Paul's congregation in the third floor. The participants (pastors, deacons, predicants, ministrants, volunteers, and translators) came from various parts of Ukraine basically. The travel of some participants took more than ten hours of train ride (Ukraine is the second largest country in Eurasia, next only to Russia, and it is twice the size of Italy or slightly smaller than the state of Texas). Everyone stayed in the guest rooms and ate together three times a day in the headquarters building. Bishop Maschewski was always present at the meal and chapel times, while he was in and out during the class. • On Sunday, the day after my arrival, I attended the Divine Service at the Cathedral, and in the afternoon, bishop's assistant who also attended my class took me to a short tour of the city of Odessa by foot. On Tuesday, many of the participants took me to a local historic bar/restaurant after the class. A couple of times I walked to the city center with a few participants during the lunch break. On Thursday evening, the Cathedral church's congregational president took me to the Opera House. On Friday after evening chapel we held an award ceremony, and a reception at the headquarters after supper. The week-long class concluded by a Divine Service on Saturday morning. Then on Saturday evening, when I had a lay over for a night, two of the participants who gave me a tour of the city of Kiev. • Each of the short chapel had a "sermon." Everyone who attended the course was assigned to serve as a liturgist or as a preacher. This means that female deacons, predicants, ministrants, and congregational president also served as liturgists and preachers by wearing clerical vestments, giving benedictions, delivering sermons, reading scripture, etc. The liturgy was conducted in an orderly way. Hymns were sung without accompaniment. The hymnbook we used was that which DELKU inherited from the previous generation. It contained only hymns basically. Most hymns were printed bilingual, having both Russian and German texts. Many participants expressed to me that this hymnbook was unorthodox and unLutheran, containing many weak and heretical hymns. Recently, the bishop with a few others constructed and published a booklet that contains the liturgy of the Divine Service, Matins, and Vespers. They looked good. But since we did not have time to have the text translated for me, the future lecturers should spend time with the bishop to go over the liturgy together. The bishop desires to put together good liturgical hymnal some day, that includes public services, hymns, prayers, etc. The LSB that I brought and showed the class attracted many. !3

!4

III. Concerning the Course itself

1Before the Course: 1. Before traveling to Odessa, I read 21-pages report of Dr. Albert Collver of his visit of Kiev and Odessa, August 28 - September 4, 2015. Among other things, I learned that the main purpose of these continuing education courses is to assist bishop Maschewski to achieve deeper doctrinal unity among his pastors and church workers so that the DELKU may be prepared to "establish" church fellowship with the LCMS. I understood also that the topic of Liturgy, and especially the Office of the Holy Ministry were chosen to address the issue of the ordination of women that had been promoted and advocated by the EKD/Bavarian Church. Bishop Maschewski inherited this issue when he was elected as bishop in 2013. Bishop stands against it and shares a common confession as Lutheran with the LCMS, having studied at CTSFW for three years in the 90s as a participant of the Russian Project. The Bavarian Church's influence and assistance has a long history, which is to be understood together with the sister city arrangement between Odessa and Regensburg. 2. In my correspondence with bishop Maschewski and his secretary Tatiana prior to my visit, I had learned that the pastors and church workers in DELKU are not prepared to use English, and that there is no use for me to assign certain pre-course reading materials from books and journal articles in English. I was also told that a handout in English that would include a course outline and lecture notes would be useless. Therefore, I asked the participants through Tatiana to bring their own Scripture, in the original Greek and Hebrew if they are able, and the Book of Concord. Also by further inquiry with the bishop, I had come to know that the bishop wanted me to touch on the following five points (in verbatim via Sep 25, 2015 email): a) Liturgy as natural portrait of manifestation of the people of God b) Order and character of the Lutheran liturgy c) Pastor as liturgician d) Problem of public service - 14-th article of Augsburg Confession e) Priesthood of all believers and public service

These above cover a broad area. I was prepared to address on those topics, but my plan was to test the water on the first day of the class and make adjustment in my course plan accordingly. 2The Course Content & Outline (a summary) 1. Gottesdienst & Predigtamt as both deriving from Christ: How both Gottesdienst and Predigtamt originated in Christ (Luther, "Von Ordnung Gottesdiensts in der Gemeine," 1523; Ap XXIV 80; Tr. 10 in German text), how both had gone through a series of destructions and restorations in the history of the church; restored most importantly by the Reformation in the 16th century and the Confessional Revival of the 19th century. The root of the problems in liturgy and the Office of the Holy Ministry is found whenever the office of Christ is disregarded and substituted by what the church does. A problem arises when there is a refusal of the gift the Lord is giving. As Luther said: "All heresy strikes at this dear article of Jesus Christ" (Luther, "Die drei Symbola oder Bekenninis," 1538). The most important question for this week of study is to ask "Whose liturgy is it? Whose ministry is it? A study of 2 Cor and Lk 22:27. !5

2. Liturgy and the doctrine of the proper distinction between Law and Gospel: a) Creation and the Divine Service: The purpose of creation of man was not that man glorifies God by his works and devotion (Heidelberg Catechism). But it was for God the Trinity to serve man with His gifts (LC II, 64; Luther's Lectures on Genesis, 1535-1545). b) Fall: The Fall as man's rejection of hearing the voice of God and receiving His gifts, a loss of the image of God. The dynamic relation of His giving and man's receiving was frustrated. The promise of the Messiah. From this time on the theme of the entire Scripture became the atonement. Divine Service in the Old Testament from Genesis to Exodus and Leviticus, culminating in the tabernacle services (a study of Ex 29:38-46), and continued on at the Temple. Once again, the whole point is that the Divine Service in the Old Testament was not man's attempt to please God, but it was a gift from Yahweh in His mandate and institution. Sinners after the fall and before Christ received opportunities for the forgiveness of sin. c) The Atonement: Forgiveness and salvation achieved by the Savior Jesus Christ. d) The Divine Service in the New Testament Church that comes from Christ: The Lord has given His mandate and institution of both the means of grace (Gnadenmittel) and the means of grace office (Gnadenmittelamt) together. The relation between the Divine Service of the Old Testament and that of the New. A study of the mandating words from Jn then the life of the church in Acts 1-2. The atonement with the institution of the Lord's Supper; resurrection; mandates of holy absolution, making disciples by baptizing/teaching, and teaching; ascension and session; filling of the vacated office of the Apostle with Matthias; outpouring of the Holy Spirit; preaching of Peter which result in further teaching, baptism, the Lord's Supper, and life together; further increase of the Word of the Lord. The point here is to show that the Lord who achieved our salvation is the one who continues to deliver forgiveness of our sin by using men in the Predigtamt. We ran out of the time to study the mandating and instituting words of Jesus of the Lord's Supper in Mt Cor 11, and 1 Cor 10. We did not have time to discuss Luther's theological development either, especially from 1517 to 1529. e) The Doctrine of the Proper Distinction between Law and Gospel as the focal point of both Gottesdienst and Predigtamt: How the doctrine of the proper distinction between Law and Gospel has been challenged in the recent years by the ecumenical discussion which resulted in JDDJ and expanding among the World Methodist Council and the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the New Perspective on Paul, and the New Finnish Interpretation of Luther, and how their arguments had been preceded by Barth, Ritschl, von Hofmann, and Schleiermacher. A discussion on the proper office of the Law, the proper office of Christ, blessed exchange, simul, and concordia. SA III. Luther's Lectures on Galatians. Luther's way of doing theology.

3. An introduction to the Book of Concord: What it means to "confess"; the Book of Concord as an faithful exposition of the Scripture; corpus doctrinae, quia/quatenus; the place of the Book of Concord in the life of the church. 4. The Office of the Holy Ministry: a) The Doctrine of the Office of the Holy Ministry (Predigtamt, Gnadenmittelamt): The importance of confessing the doctrine of the Office of the Holy Ministry with the mandating words of Jesus (John, Matthew, and Luke that we have already studied) as a point of departure. AC I through AC V. The fact of a pastor representing Christ, not an !6

absent Christ but Christ who is there Himself in the office. Ap VII/VIII, 28. AC XIV not as Law but the Gospel. A study of AC XIV in detail. Additional thoughts on AC XIV: on the bearer the office being answerable to the Lord for the apostolic handing down of the entire doctrine of His, a face-to-face character of the office, the public nature of the office, that is, the ministry in the name of Jesus, and the office as a regular service and not spontaneous or accidental service. A discussion on the whole process of how the Lord puts a man into the office rite vocatus / ordentlichen Beruf. A mediate call. Examination (nomination) Call, and Ordination. Going through of Chemnitz's Enchiridion, part I on the Call. A study of Eph 4:11-12. The Predigtamt and the Priesthood of the Baptized. Why it is not helpful to use the language of "who can preach?" "who can be a pastor?" "who can conduct the Lord's Supper?" etc., which DELKU pastors and church workers are using, are not appropriate. It is not a question of someone's rights and privileges, but whether or not a man is "given to" do it by the Lord who puts him and entrusts him to do the ministry by the whole process of a mediate call (examination, call, and ordination). b) The Question of the Ordination of Women: A Law question calls for a Law answer. The question is not "Can women be ordained?" but "Is a woman given to be ordained?" Ordination of women as a rather new practice in the history of the church. When the authority of the Scripture is undermined, and when the question of ordination of women is treated as a sociological problem and not theological issue, the result can be a portrait of "Christa" (naked female Christ) as at the Cathedral of Uppsala in the Church of Sweden. The Church of Sweden also attempted to remove any male language from the liturgy in its proposal of the year 2,000. "Our Mother" instead of "Our Father." The church which decides to ordain women typically ends up in blessing the same-sex marriage, as proponents of both use the similar argument. A recent gender equality booklet of LWF took it for granted that every church body should ordain women, and gave a doctrinal rational by urging the church to "improve" views of Jesus and Paul on women and on ministry. A study of 1 Cor 14:33b-38 with an observation that what Paul teaches there is an apostolic teaching, that is, the doctrine that comes from the Lord Jesus Himself. The previous chapters of 1 Corinthians, especially chapters 10 and 11 indicate the seriousness of Pauline exhortation. The question is not only an exegetical one on certain passages of the Scripture. This issue also involves important Christological and Trinitarian questions. In John 20 we studied, the forgiveness from the pastor is not only from Jesus but also from the Father. It's His judgment. In Matthew 28 we studied, all authority of Jesus was what the Father has given Him. A pastor represents the Son and the Father. When a pastor preaches he does not only speak for Christ but represents Him. Those who reject preaching does not reject the word of Christ alone but Christ Himself, and also the Father. When Masaki teaches in Odessa, he represents President Rast who is not here. But when a pastor preaches, he represents Jesus who Himself is there. Ap VII/ VIII, 28; 2 Cor 2:10. According to Rom 5:14, Adam is a type of Christ who is to come. There is a maleness of Adam, and so of Jesus. A study of Eph 5:21-33. Christ and His church, husband and wife. Christ submitted to the Father even though Christ was equal to the Father. 1 Cor 15:25-28, cf 1 Pet 5:5. The relation of husband and wife, Christ and His church, is one of serving. Eph 5:21. A pastor is to be a husband because the office represents Christ. 1 Tim 3:2, Tit 1:6. Consequences of the ordination of women are that it would obscure at least the following: spiritual vocation of man as husband and father, order of redemption by Christ, role of Christ as the head of the church, nature of the church as the bride of Christ, Fatherhood of the Father. My recommendation is to take time to think through this issue theologically. The aim for my speaking on this sensitive issue is never to discourage anyone or hurt anyone, rather to encourage everyone and rejoice with each other in serving the Lord together. What unites the church is doctrine, not love. The result of this struggle will be joy, a great joy, just as I had the same joy when overcoming my pietism background, especially in the area of liturgy. !7

3Other Matters related to the Course 1. Translators: Two translators were provided for the course. One is Mrs. Lubov Galimova, a member of the DELKU's consistory and president of the very active and flourishing congregation at Dnipropetrovsk where bishop Maschewski had served until his election as bishop. Another was Rev. Gennadij Khonin who came from Kazakhstan. He was instrumental in bringing bishop Maschewski to Fort Wayne in the Russian Project. Both did a nice job as far as I can tell. I am only thankful for their dedicated service. According to one of the participants, Lubov's translation was clear and straight-forward, and Gennadij's translation had an advantage of having more accurate theological vocabulary but quite often added his own theological view and tended to explain more than faithfully translating. I had expected to that the translators would translate my lectures from English to Ukrainian, but it was actually to Russians, as it was actually more common language among the participants. 2. Discipline of Students: The class atmosphere was good overall. But there was one particular pastor who was unable to behave in class, asking unimportant or unrelated questions, drawing attentions to himself, etc. Then other participants who knew him and his behavior from before tried to argue against him in Russian. I wanted to have an active participation of the students during the class, but because of my lack of Russian language to jump in and to direct students, it was decided to hold comments and questions to the end of each session instead of during the class. Those who travel to Odessa to teach in the future should be aware of this problem. 3. Grading: Because of the language barrier, I did not give a final exam as suggested by the bishop. Instead, I gave daily quizzes. The result of four such quizzes has been reported to the bishop, and he used it as a resource to decide to whom he should deliver the course certificate that was signed by him and me. 4. Textbooks: Also because of the language barrier, I decided not to give out handouts in the classroom and to assign some pre-course readings as mentioned. I conducted the class with the Scripture and the Book of Concord, especially the Greek NT. But for the future courses, I would recommend the instructor to look into the theological resources that have been translated into Russians, and to take advantage of what we already have. A little pre-course assignment from those Russian texts would enhance the classroom experience of the students. 5. German: I found that more people are capable of German than English, apart from Russian and Ukrainian. 6. Ungraded Curriculum: This week-long course was like a retreat, sharing time of meals and chapel by living in the same facility, and meeting five hours a day in class. Despite the language barriers, I got to know the participants not only through classroom, meal tables, and chapel, but also drinking coffee and tea during breaks, walking into the city (15 minutes to the city central), going to cafe, bar, and even Opera House. 7. Educational Level: The level of theological education of the participants varied. It was all the way from uneducated lay person's level to the graduate of theological seminary. There was only one student in class, who had studied in an Wisconsin Synod's seminary in the northern part of Ukraine, now closed, was able to follow the lecture through the Greek New Testament. Most of the pastors and deacons (male or female) had a seminary education received it at the Theological Seminary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in St. Petersburg. en.novosaratovka.org. There are some who are now attending it while serving as deacon or ministrant. The school is part of LWF. DELKU's church workers go there partly because it is free of charge. The Bavarian Church withdrew her relationship with DELKU because the !8

DELKU refused to agree with them on the view of the Scripture, the issue of the ordination of women, and the blessings of homosexual relations. Yet, because this St. Petersburg's seminary plays a central role of the education of the church workers within DELKU, there is a enormous need of sound confessional Lutheran education for both current and future church workers. 8. Conflict with a Deposed Pastor and his Group: One of the strong financial basis for the DELKU comes from the rental of office spaces at the German Center. Although unaware of the details, it seems that one of the former pastor who had been deposed has made much damage in "stealing" the resources that belong to the DELKU. The investigation of the police department is now called for. Obviously, this is a huge headache for the DELKU. 2. Everyday I spoke with the bishop on the class and DELKU situations. One of the reasons why I decided to forego the lecture on the Lord's Supper but on the Office of the Holy Ministry on Thursday was that both bishop and I though of the issue on the office to be higher in priority. If I am given another opportunity to teach in Odessa, I would love to teach the Lord's Supper and go through the new liturgy that the bishop had just published. The issues surrounding the doctrine and practice of the Lord's Supper need to be discussed and studied intensively. 3. Through the classroom experience, conversation with students, and the time with the bishop, I came to grasp the situation of the DELKU to a certain degree. It is simply amazing that the church that was established in 1735 had grown to 1.7 million membership with sixty major parishes with 200-300 smaller congregations by the time of the Soviet Union in 1930. When the church was reopened in 1930, there were no congregations left But now there are 24 congregations and 10-15 preaching stations. There were additional 7 congregations in Crimea, but of course they are now under Russian territory. Bishop Maschewski is the first Russian speaking bishop, as DELKU had been assisted by the Bavarian Church with the bishops coming from Germany. !9

!10

!11

!12

Reflection: • Throughout the week, I have come to know bishop Maschewski as a gentle, humble, and yet decisively committed Lutheran bishop. His confession of our Lord and his desire to care for all the faithful of the DELKU by the pure Gospel is extraordinary. His interest is both the proclamation of the Gospel and the defense of his people from all the dangers and temptations of the devil. Quietly, peacefully, but passionately he desires to move the DELKU toward the direction of the confessional Lutherans. He likes to teach the pastors and all church workers the doctrine which we have inherited from the Lord in the Lutheran Confessions, because he knows that the doctrine brings unity in the church. And he likes to move his people toward that direction in the way of the Gospel, not by coercion. Therefore, he is patient with current practice of female deacons and ministrants serving as liturgist and preacher. This practice will come to an end. But he would do it through education and catechesis. • Beside theological education, he also likes to introduce deaconess works, so that the current female deacons and ministrants may find joy in serving the Lord outside of the liturgical area. • The reform of the liturgical service is another area of his work. He and a few other workers have already published a booklet that contains the liturgy of the Divine Service and Matins. But since their hymnbook is so weak in content and even heretical, he wants to revise the hymnal completely. • Disaster relief and care of the wounded people are another area where he needs help. Especially for those people who are suffering because of the ongoing war against Russia in the eastern boarder of the country. • Having taught a course to all the church workers (pastors, deacons, ministrants, predicants, volunteers, etc.), I realize that the fundamental problem is weak or a lack of theological training of all of them. I think the practice of sending students to St. Petersburg should be discouraged. But in order to replace it with free education, we should assist them with what we are given. I think that the series of five more "special theological training" will be a good beginning. But eventually, there should be something more permanent. Perhaps the DELKU should begin to think about faculty development for themselves, that one or two best gifted men should be thoroughly educated in Lutheran theology, maybe by way of studying here with us at CTSFW. In the meantime, the pastors should receive continuing theological education by having some of us traveling to Odessa. When I think of Russian language we have a reliable theological institution in Novosibirsk. At the present time, such an idea may not fly because of the political conflict between Ukraine and Russia. But I wonder if there is a way for the DELKU to be connected with the Siberian Lutheran Church and its seminary. • I agree with the bishop that if the LCMS could send missionaries to serve as pastors of a number of congregations in the DELKU, that would be fantastic, even church planters. The church fellowship will be the key. • Bishop asked me if I am willing to provide model sermons for his use, as he plans to send sermons to all the DELKU congregations. As Gennadij said in hearing many homilies during the week in our daily chapel, that almost no sermons were good. I can assist in a small way, but I wonder if we should share this opportunity with other pastors in our synod. It is also quite necessary that the church workers who are involved in preaching and liturgy understand much of what they do is a "lay ministry." In other words, the problem is not only about women pastors but also any unordained preachers and liturgists. • Concerning the question of the ordination of women, I knew that there were several ladies who desire to become pastors. When I talked with some other female workers, some of them said that they felt uncomfortable in preaching and especially assisting in the Holy Communion. When I asked the bishop whether or not he had heard any comments from the students on my remarks and lecture on the ordination of women, he said: "I hear almost nothing. People did not get emotional after my lecture on !13

Friday, which is a good sign." Genaadij said that he couldn't have spoken on this issue as calmly as I did. In bishop's letter to me dated on November 6, 2015, he wrote: "Your lectures have initiated the thorough discussion among our ministers on the Biblical foundations of our confession statement, especially in the comprehension of the Office of the Holy Ministry." This pleased me very much, because I did not want to jump into the question of the ordination of women out of context or even in a polemical manner. My aim was to provide for them resources so that they may locate the question at hand within the larger context of the whole doctrine of the Office of the Holy Ministry. I think it takes much time for the people in DELKU to digest, think through, and finally confess the sound doctrine on the office. I entrust the five more lecturers to keep building good theological foundation with them. • In terms of the topic of future courses, I think that good courses on Lutheran theology and ministry are called for, such as courses on the Lutheran Confessions (not only one generic one, but a series of four, one on AC/Ap, another on SC/LC, still another on SA/Tr, and finally on FC. There is a need for a course on the Gospels and dogmatics, preaching hymnody, liturgy, catechesis, missions, and deaconal services. I also think that we should have at least New Testament Greek course, if not also Hebrew. • Since bishop Maschewski was a part of the Russian Project, I thought about making a connection between him and his former classmates, such as Dr. Juhana Pohjola. I think that the international fellowship such as this would support the bishop in what he does almost isolatedly. I would even think of bishop Makala of Tanzania to be connected with him. • Overall, I pray that we can do whatever we can to assist the bishop Maschewski as he seeks to identify the DELKU as a confessional Lutheran Church in a very challenging situation. It was such a privilege and joy for me to be there in Odessa to be mingled among the great people of the DELKU. It was such a profound joy to get to know the bishop Maschewski personally. I had a wonderful week in Odessa. A Little Note on Travel • I exchanged $100 to the Ukrainian currency in Kiev airport on the way to Odessa, because I knew that I needed $10-20 for taxi on the way back in Kiev where I needed to have a short round trip to a hotel to stay overnight. That amount was basically enough to carry during my stay in Odessa, as all the food and lodging were provided at the Headquarters building where everyone stayed. • My flights were through Delta but the connecting airplanes between Kiev and Odessa both ways were the Ukraine International Airlines. The UIA allows only one check-in luggage under 23 kg or 50 lb. The second suitcase was E50. I packed everything in one suitcase under this weight so that I did not have to pay for the extra for the overweight or additional luggage. But this is something for the future instructors to remember when traveling to Odessa. • The city of Odessa was a enjoyable and comfortable place. The St. Paul's Cathedral was located near the center of the city, next to the conservatory and it had a "presence." Within 15 minutes walk we were able to walk to the city center, where there are plenty of gardens, shops, restaurants, opera house, university building, etc. You can also walk to the places where overview of the Black Sea was possible. It is an international city because of the location that is close to many countries everywhere. The weather is mild. Everything is less expensive, from the stand point of our daily living cost in US. When I had a layover in Kiev on the way home for 13 hours, a couple of participants in class who came from Kiev were already back on the previous day's night driving. I believe it was an arrangement by the bishop that these two young men, one ministrant and another a volunteer, gave me a splendid guide of the city in many historic places. I was recommended to stay a full day at least to stay in Kiev if I get to come back to Ukraine the next time. !14

!15

In Conclusion member of CTSFW faculty, it was a joy to see the fruit of the Russian Project that the Lord has blessed bishop Maschewski as His faithful instrument. He has boldly guided his church to be historic confessional Lutheran direction, refusing to give in to the "mother" church from Bavaria and hence LWF. The needs and issues are plenty: a shortage of pastors, a need of deaconesses, resources to send necessary aid to the war zones in the eastern part of the country as well as a care of those who are in Crimea. The theological education among the existing church workers, seminary education of new pastors, catechesis, liturgy, hymnal, church musicians, preaching. The list goes on. It is almost as if you were attempting to build a Lutheran Church from ground up. After I left, I have seen in Facebook that a pastor and his team from Regensburg visited the bishop and St. Paul's Cathedral with their gifts. The bishop faces that problem too, a continual effort of the Bavarian church to influence DELKU. More directly, in terms of our continuing education courses ("advanced theological training courses"), since the participating pastors and church workers come with a wide range of previous theological education, from almost nothing to a seminary graduate, and since even the most educated people have been trained in a "liberal" seminaries, it will be wise to begin with the fundamentals. This means that while these six courses are a wonderful occasion, it will take much more time to achieve the level of what the bishop would want his church workers to attain. But there is no other ways better than holding these sessions, and it is exciting and privilege to serve the DELKU by sharing our convictions from the Scriptures and the Confessions. I support the office of the church relations and its effort to embrace the DELKU and assist them with all we are able, locating theological education as the core. I was pleased and humbled to be a part. !16
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Photographs from “Masaki's Report on Liturgy & Holy Ministry Class in Odessa email” (2015-11-04).
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Ghana Trip Report Quill

Document 24 · 2015-11-21 · Narrative



Ghana Trip Report, Nov. 20-21, 2015 Dr. Timothy Quill, Director of Theological Education, OIM November 20-21, 2015 The two days in Accra were part of the 8 day trip to Tamale, Ghana to meeting with CLET Seminary staff and missionaries from Dapaong, Togo. Due to political unrest in neighboring Burkino Faso and northern Togo the location of the meeting was moved to Tamale. Rev. Daniel McMiller, Associate Director of OIM and Quill arrived in Accra on Saturday, Nov. 20. Bishop Paul Fynn met us at airport baggage and helped us through customs with no issues. We were bringing in text books from an ELCG graduate student studying in Fort Wayne. Fynn took us out to dinner and then to the Triple Crown Guest House.

Sunday, Nov. 21 Bishop Fynn personally picked us up at the Triple Crown at 9:30 AM and took us to church at St. Pauls. Rev. William Boateng preached. We assisted with distribution. Following the service, Fynn took us out for a luncheon meeting and then to visit the new Seminary and two new faculty homes recently completed on campus. The new Seminary appeared to be in good condition. We inspected both floors of the library. The windows were closed. The books were clean. I used a white cloth to inspect several books and they were completely free of dust.

The faculty houses were beautiful and surrounded with a high security wall. Construction appears to be of high quality.

Summary of Meeting with Bishop Paul Fynn 1. Fynn wants Principal Yaw Amaoteng to work on a D.Min. at Fort Wayne. Rev. William Boateng will then serve as principal and Rev. Steve Schumacher will be appointed Provost for Academic Affairs. In this position Schumacher will be responsible for scheduling teachers for classes including short term visiting professors. All visiting professors from the LCMS and other Lutheran Churches are to work through Schumacher. 2. In addition to Schumacher and Thompson, Fynn requests two more full time professors from the LCMS—one with a PhD and one with an STM. 3. There is a need for one of the professors to teach Greek, including tutoring students prior their departure for studies in Fort Wayne. The purpose is to prepare them to pass the Greek exam before coming to Fort Wayne. 4. Send two to three more men to study at CTS, Fort Wayne in preparation for leadership positions in the recently re-constituted ELCG. I gave Fynn a copy of the special M.A which I designed to fit the needs of the Ghana students. He will examine it and get back to me. 5. Fynn has requested the construction of two more faculty houses on the campus.
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Ghana (Togo) Trip Report, Tamale, Ghana, Nov. 20-26, 2015 Dr. Timothy Quill, Director of Theological Education The meeting was originally scheduled to take place on the CLET campus in Dapaong, Togo. Due to political in unrest Dapaong and in neighboring Burkina Faso (US visitors typically fly into Ouagadougou and drive to Dapaong) the location was changed to Tamale, Ghana. The CLET contingent drove from Dapaong to Tamale (4 1⁄2 hr. drive) and the OIM group took the one hour flight from Accra to Tamale. This also enabled Quill and McMiller to schedule a meeting concerning Theological Education in the ELCG with Bishop Paul Kofi Fynn on Nov. 20-21 (see separate report). Purpose of Trip To address the fiscal crisis at CLET due to budget cut backs and work on future fiscal sustainability and structure of CLET. Minutes from Joint CLET-OIM Meeting The following unofficial minutes were taken by Tim Quill at the request of Dan McMiller who chaired the meeting. Minutes will be sent Rev. Micah Wildauer and Valarie Stonebreaker for translation into French and to be forwarded to all conference participants.

CLET – OIM Meeting in Tamale, Ghana November 23-24, 2015 Centre Luthérien D’Études Theologique/CAC and Office of International Mission, LCMS Location: Tamale Institute of Cross Cultural Studies (These minutes are unofficial and not intended for general distribution) Monday, November Participants: 1. Rev. GUEHI GUEHI Marc, President of CAC (Dote-d’Ivoire) guehiguehimarc@yahoo.com, CAC Email: cactogo2001@yahoo.fr 2. Rev. LARE Kolani Lambon, Vice President of CAC (President of ELCT/Togo) elt_kolan@yahoo.fr 3. Rev. KOMBONDJAR, Souk, Director of CAC (Togo) soukkomb@yahoo.fr 4. Mr. ABEY Pierre, Administrator of CLET (Togo) Pierreabey@yahoo.fr 5. Rev. WILDAUER Micah, LCMS Missionary at Dapong micah.wildauer@lcmsintl.org 6. Miss. STONEBREAKER Valerie, LMCS Missionary in Dapong valerie.stonebreaker@lcmsintl.org 7. Rev. ERBER, David, Area Director OIM, LCMS david.erber@lcmsintl.org
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8. ERBER, Joyce, Africa Regional Business Manager, OIM, LCMS joyce.erber@lcmsintl.org 9. Rev. QUILL Timothy, Director of Theological Education, OIM, LCMS quilltim@aol.com 10. Rev. GAUGERT Jacob, LCMS Missionary at Dapong Jacob.gaugert@lcmsintl.org 11. Rev. MCMILLER Daniel, Associate Exec. Director OIM-Recruitment and Regional Operations, dan.mcmiller@lcms.org

The meeting was chaired by Rev. Daniel McMiller McMiller began by explaining how the OIM visitors see the purpose of the meeting. Purposes: 1. For OIM to better understand where CLET/CAC sees things going in Francophone Africa 2. Discuss 2015-16 and 2016-17 budgets and funding for CLET 3. To help OIM understand how the CLET budget works so OIM can be of timely assistance

Souk thanked LCMS for support of CLET which serves numerous churches in West Africa since its establishment in 1996. CLET director Souk explained that the timing of the cuts in the budget this year was very difficult. He would like to have some explanations as to why this was the first time cuts took place at last minute. He asked if CLET should submit last year’s project proposal or write a new novitiate project report for next year. He also wanted to know what amount they could anticipate next year.

D. Erber: Apologized for the way things happened this year; coming in late August. Funds should have come in early July. He will do his best to send information next year as soon as possible. J. Erber: When you submit a proposal, it should include a budget and how the funds are to be used.

J. Erber: This current year we have put in $80,000 for CLET which does not include anything for the CAC annual meeting. A separate budget line of $4000 was added to cover the costs of the CAC meeting. So in essence, the CLET budget funded by OIM was increased from Although GSI was unable to contribute $80,000 in 20152016 as it did in 2-14-2015, OIM has increased their contribution by $4,000.

Souk: There have been times of suffering and persecution in the church, but times of crises has also strengthened the church and made her stronger. One blessing of the crisis is that this meeting has taken place, thus it is unfortunate but also good in that this meeting has taken place. Also, it seems illogical that at the time when new LCMS missionaries arrive, the budget and number of students has been cut.

LARE: There are many sects in Togo and they are increasing. We need faithful pastors who can sow the good seed. If things continue as is, the sects will dominate. To be faithfully trained you can’t stay at your own house and study, you must go to a residential seminary and this is what we need in Togo.
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Souk: In the past with Tim and Beth Heine, CLET could write directly to Beth Heine who would write up the proposal. The procedure was very simple. It went to Beth Heine and then the request went up the channel.

D. Erber: We have found someone who will manage all the grants for Africa. We are waiting for him, but the process is going slow. So for now, send Proposal to Erbers, Fred Reinhardt and Barbara Hoffman.

Souk: Concerning the Novitiate and Pastoral 2 level. Are we to write two grants, one for new Novitiates and another for Pastoral 2 level? D. Erber: One grant can be written for both levels.

ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED ON TUESDAY: 1. What is CLET’s vision for future growth? 2. What do they see as the possibility of each country running its own Novitiate program? 3. Does CLET write the projects for their students or do the national churches? How are they evaluated? 4. Review the itemized budgets for 2015-16 and 2016-17.

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM Breakfast will be at 7:00 AM Closed with Lord’s Prayer and Benediction

Tuesday, November 24, 8:30 AM Pastor Jacob Gaugert led the opening hymn and prayers.

Marc Guehi Guehi, President of CAC began the meeting by saying that he came to the meeting yesterday not certain of the intent of the RD to support and strengthen CLET. The Church in Togo began in villages in 1998, as is the case with Guinea and Ivory Coast. It is a challenge for the village Francophone churches where offerings are about 1000 francs per week. The people are poor. Some people in villages eat only one time a day. He wondered about what the Regional Director Dr. Erber wanted to do. Was it to close CLET? Support CLET? It is clear from yesterday’s meeting that his intention is to support the students and the Seminary. The Member Churches write the projects for their students, but when the students arrive, the money goes into the CLET budget and is managed by the CLET administrator. The Vision of the Francophone Churches for next year (2016-17): (1) They would like to have a Novitiate Class at the CLET campus. Since the entire process takes three years, this Novitiate class will complete the pastoral course in new Novitiate Class begins in Guinea, Ivory Coast, Benin, Burkina Faso, and Togo. (3) In 2018-19 another new Novitiate Class begins in local countries.

GG: Agrees that 2020 would be a good goal to begin local Novitiates as it will take planning. We must make sure that each location maintains the same standards.
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Souk: This is too soon to establish Novitiate courses in local churches. We should continue the Novitiate at Dapaong and begin preparation of infrastructure and teachers in preparation for initiation of Novitiate courses in 2020.

McMiller: Brought up the concern that OIM has about some distant churches (e.g. Congo) that are not in our fellowship and are extra costly. Souk: Agreed with this concern and believes it deserves further discussion at the next CAC meeting.

Next CAC meeting scheduled for March 9-12, 2016.

Pierre Abey – Some countries will be able to initiate Novitiate in 2020, some will not, e.g. Burkina Faso and Benin will not be able to do so by 2020. Thus we need to continue the Novitiate at Dapong for countries like these. Running Novitiates in local countries will lower the cost, especially bringing in students and families to Dapong from Congo, Burundi etc.

Lare: The door is open for everyone to enter the Novitiate class. There is no assumption that just because someone finishes the Novitiate class, they will go on to Pastoral formation. Some students only complete Novitiate and then serve as liturgist or elder in the church.

GG: Following graduation comes vicarage then ordination, then continuing education takes two categories (1) Those with a diploma go on to higher level, e.g. masters at LCMS seminary, (2) to have a higher level diploma seminary in a member church, not necessarily in Dapaong, maybe an annex at a seminary, university, e.g. like Westfield House.

Souk: All Francophone churches started in villages, so it is difficult, practically impossible for them to influence those who live in large cities. Now the Francophone churches are faced with the need to work in cities and they need a higher level of education. Novitiates require a higher level of education. In the beginning, the goal was to prepare pastors as local village pastors. They are about half way through this goal. Now CLET needs to form pastors for urban areas. About 40 ordained pastors have graduated from CLET and still serve in partner Lutheran Churches. But about 20 CLET graduates are not serving Lutheran Churches; many have left and are serving in sects.

Summary of CLET Vision: 1. To establish Novitiate Programs in some local churches/countries, possible by the year 2020. Some churches (Burkina Faso, Benin) are not in position to do this, thus CLET will continue a Novitiate program in Dapaong. 2. CLET has established a commission to study a plan for higher education and have submitted it to CLET. Souk handed out copies of the report/proposal.

Budget Discussion (3 part discussion) 1. Seminary Faculty, Staff, Workers; basic facility cost
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2. National Churches: Student Cost: Tuition, books, visas, stipends, medical, transport, cartes de dejour 3. CAC Annual 2 1⁄2 Day Meeting, travel, visas, lodging Pierre handed out the budget for 2015-16 • Budget of $87,962 (included $5861 for CAC Meeting. They were not aware this would be paid for by a separate grant from OIM). • The budget also reflects the cancellation of the Novitiate program for new class • Cancelled contract with French Teacher to help meet reduced budget. • Clarification on lines one and two, i.e. salaries hand out distributed. From 20022010 half of the salary of African professors/staff was paid thru LCMS world mission and half thru CLET budget. When missionaries left and handed over administration to Dr. Dongo, entire salaries were put in CLET budget. Administrator Albert Kpongo in Lome (takes care of international travel and visas) was moved under CLET budget. 2007-12 Dongo took over as Director and thus his salary added to budget. They also added Rev. Kutia from Brazzaville to teach, plus Dir. Souk added. • Pierre: Togo law requires that professor’s salaries must include social security, taxes etc. Pierre presented extensive details on how the government schedule for salary requirements work. • Prior to 2006, travel for international students was paid for by each country. E.g. The Lutheran Church in France paid for Kinshasa students. • Last year two new Churches brought in to CLET: 1) Burundi and 2) A new group from RDC

Discussion of $29,000 Surplus remaining from 2014-15 CLET Grant The original grant of $162,639 for the 2014-15 budget of which $29,000 remains. CAC made the decision to use the surplus for dormitory construction. Since money remains from the 20142015 CLET grant, it affects the payment of the new 2015-2016 CLET grant. Normally new grants are not paid until the former grant has been fully dispersed and reported only on expenses stipulated in the grant. David Erber proposed CLET submit a new grant application for reallocation of the $29,000 for the beginning of dormitory construction prior to January 2016. In this way, the surplus from the 2014-2015 Grant would not prevent the second payment of the 2015-2016 CLET grant in January 2016.

4:15-4:30 PM Break during which the CLET representatives met to discuss the above proposal. Following the break, Rev. Marc Geuhi Geuhi, CAC President spoke for the CLET reps. “By the end of 2016-17, seventeen (17) people will be going home (consisting of 13 students and families), and also prof. Kutia must return to Brazzaville. An additional 20 persons need to return to the Ivory Coast. If they will be limited to $80,000 per year they must recommend to CAC to save the $29,000 for returning student travel. However, in view of comments from OIM representatives, assuring CLET that funds would be found to send students home, the CLET
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representatives will accept the recommendation from Dr. David Erber and send in an application for reallocation of funds toward dormitory construction.”

2016-17 CLET Budget (First Draft) Pierre Abey, CLET Administrator distributed copies of estimated CLET expenses.

Operating Expenses

$72,087

Student Expenses (travel, stipends, medical) $73,213

TOTAL

$145,200

Reasons for budget increases: (1) Congo students, (2) Larger Novitiate Class.

Two things which will decrease costs in 2017-18: (1) Prof. Kutia is leaving and will not need to be replaced since LCMS missionaries will pick up courses. (2) No new students will be arriving, thus no plane tickets need to be purchased next year. This could save $25,000 plus/minus

Procedure for Submitting Project Proposals Dr. David Erber announced that project proposals from CLET to the LCMS should be sent to Mr. Pierre Abey, Administrator, who will forward them to Miss. Valerie Stonebreaker, valerie.stonebreaker@lcmsintl.org BP 12, Dapaong, Togo

Establishiment of a Lutheran School Geuhi Geuhi: Commented about the need for Lutheran Schools in Francophone countries. David Erber suggested they work with Valerie on a proposal which will be sent to Mary Hamilton at OIM. [Quill will contact Concordia University Chicago President, Dr. Daniel Gard for names/contacts of highly qualitied Lutheran educators who could be called to start Lutheran mission school(s) in Dapaong. He will then share the information with McMiller.]

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM with the Lord’s Prayer, sung Doxology and Benediction by Rev. Geuhi Geuhi Marc.

Minutes recorded by Dr. Timothy Quill
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A Report on the Meetings of ELS, LCMS, and WELS Leaders 2012–2015

Background In 2012 the leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) decided to hold an informal meeting, which was held in December 2012. The impetus behind the meeting was the election of Rev. Mark Schroeder as president of WELS in 2007 and the election of Rev. Matthew Harrison as president of the LCMS in 2010, providing a new opportunity for discussions.

It had been many years since any meetings had taken place between these synods, which were once in fellowship as members of the Synodical Conference. When fellowship was suspended (ELS/LCMS in 1955 and WELS/LCMS in 1961), it was understood that contacts should continue to be made to try to overcome the differences. The WELS convention in 1961 resolved “that under conditions which do not imply a denial of our previous testimony we stand ready to resume discussions with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod with the aim of reestablishing unity of doctrine and practice and of restoring fellowship relations, these discussions to be conducted outside the framework of fellowship.”

Since the preliminary, get-acquainted meeting in December 2012, all three synods have passed convention resolutions that have encouraged continued informal discussions. Additional meetings were held in December 2013 focusing on the doctrine of church and ministry, in December 2014 focusing on the doctrine of church fellowship, and in December 2015 focusing on hermeneutics (methods of biblical interpretation). With this document, we as participants want to give a mutually approved report to our respective synods about the status of these informal meetings.

Surprises There have been many surprises for all participants in our meetings. Even though the ELS and WELS have not been in fellowship with the LCMS for over 50 years, we found—as we shared our situations openly and honestly—that we have much in common as leaders and as synods. We were able to put to rest some caricatures about our respective synods.

In particular, LCMS participants were surprised to learn how much pain was caused and still exists in the ELS and WELS because of the dissolution of the Synodical Conference in the 1960s. LCMS participants were happy to hear about the high esteem that is present in the ELS and WELS for the public ministry and the pastoral office, and to learn about the nuances of the ELS and WELS fellowship doctrine and that it is not applied in a legalistic way.

ELS and WELS participants, on the other hand, were surprised to see the conservative and confessionally faithful stance of the LCMS leaders, and how open they are to listening and trying to understand the viewpoint of others. ELS and WELS participants learned much about the structure and operation of the LCMS, including the fact that the documents and statements of the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR), unless adopted by the synod in convention, do not constitute the official doctrinal position of the LCMS. ELS and WELS participants were heartened to hear LCMS leaders acknowledge with sadness that the ELS and WELS were compelled to break fellowship with the LCMS to avoid the tragedy of the doctrinal controversy that befell the LCMS in the 1970s, and that LCMS leaders are continuing to work for faithfulness in Scriptural doctrine and practice in their synod.

Most of all, it was a pleasant surprise to recognize that doctrinal agreement exists in many areas, some of which we will document here.
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Agreement First and foremost among areas of evident agreement is the fact—quite astonishing in our world today and not at all to be taken for granted among those who claim to be Lutherans—that we all agree wholeheartedly on the formal and material principles of theology. We agree that the Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God and the only source of authority for doctrine and practice. We agree that the chief message of the Bible is justification by grace through faith in the merits of Jesus Christ, and that the entire Bible is Christ-centered. In light of this agreement, it seems that there is reason to continue to discuss doctrine together with the hope that we may be able to come to full agreement under the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit.

All of us also confess without reservation (quia) that the Lutheran Confessions are a correct exposition of the Holy Scriptures. When discussing hermeneutics, we found that we say basically the same thing: Our doctrine is based on Scripture, and when we compare Scripture with the Lutheran Confessions, we find that they agree. Therefore we subscribe to the Lutheran Confessions and use them as normative for teaching in the Lutheran Church.

In our sessions, we identified a number of biblical doctrines or practices where we acknowledge that we teach the same thing in our three synods, including the following: • The Trinity • The person and work of Christ • Justification by grace through faith • Genesis 1–11 is actual history, for example with a six day creation, Adam and Eve, and the fall • The real presence of the body and blood of Christ in the Lord’s Supper • Baptism • Law and gospel • Means of grace • Eternal election of grace • Conversion • Two kingdoms • End times • Resurrection of the body • Antichrist • Third use of the law • Rejection of women’s ordination • Rejection of infant communion • Worship • Need for ecclesiastical visitation and doctrinal supervision

We also called to mind how all three synods expressed agreement with A Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the Missouri Synod when it first appeared in the early 1930s. This doctrinal statement still reflects areas of agreement today.

Of special note in our discussions was the doctrine of the church, because, to the surprise of ELS and WELS participants, it seemed that we agreed with each other on this doctrine. We also acknowledged agreement in regard to current social issues, such as the sanctity of life, human sexuality, and religious freedom. Last but certainly not least, there was special joy to understand that we all hold to objective justification—that God declared the world righteous through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and that we all recognize it to be the urgent mission of the church to take this gospel to the entire world.

3

Challenges In spite of the above areas of agreement, a number of significant differences (real or perceived) remain that need to be thoroughly addressed. It should be stated clearly that we do not expect to reestablish church fellowship in the near future. All of us are convinced that church fellowship requires complete agreement in doctrine.

For example, in our discussions on the ministry, it has become evident that we carry on church life in very similar ways. We all want well-trained, male pastors to shepherd our congregations, and we all have other church offices such as Lutheran school teachers that serve together with pastors. But we talk about the necessity of the pastoral office in different ways and present the scriptural basis of the doctrine differently, in part due to our different histories and the different concerns that we face. We recognize that further discussions on this topic will need to take place.

In our discussions about church fellowship, we have found that we agree on the general principles and on the practice of closed communion. But we differ on what we say about prayer fellowship.

There also are other potential issues that we have not yet discussed fully, including the roles of men and women, cooperation in externals, and international church relationships. There is ongoing concern about the consistency of practice in our church bodies. None of us sees an easy path to fellowship, and none of us wants to compromise any part of God’s Word in the process.

Plans and Hopes for the Future In view of the progress we have made, we intend to continue to meet to pursue additional topics. The tone of our discussions has been positive and friendly, and we have come to a level of mutual respect and trust.

Perhaps God may guide us to a reestablishment of fellowship at some point in the future, a goal for which we pray and work. But even if we are not able to practice church fellowship, we have found benefit in talking together about church work, in patiently trying to understand the issues better, and in providing a measure of encouragement in our lives of repentance and fidelity to Scripture. Gradually we may also look for ways to include others from our synods in these inter-synodical discussions.

Around us in America we see a culture that is increasingly hostile to Christianity. It is good to be in conversation with the few who are still committed to confessional Lutheranism. This is something that the LCMS especially has been trying to do around the world, bringing Lutherans together and encouraging them to be faithful to the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.

Anyone who has advice in regard to ELS/LCMS/WELS relations is invited to direct it to one of the undersigned participants. Certainly, all who read this report are encouraged to remember our discussions and our respective synods in prayer.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” (Romans 15:13).

This report was approved by the following meeting attendees on December 2, 2015 in Jacksonville, FL:

ELS:

LCMS:

WELS: John Moldstad

Gerhard Bode

John Brenner Glenn Obenberger

Albert Collver

James Huebner Gaylin Schmeling

Charles Gieschen

Thomas Nass

Matthew Harrison

Mark Schroeder

Joel Lehenbauer

Earle Treptow

Herbert Mueller

Joel Voss

Lawrence Rast

Paul Wendland Jon Vieker Larry Vogel
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1 CHURCH RELATIONS REPORT WITH ILC UPDATE FOR BOD, BIM, AND CTCR JUNE – AUGUST 2016 REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS / EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR THE INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL (ILC)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The following report provides highlights to areas of interest to church relations and does not provided a comprehensive report of the churches with whom the LCMS has relations in over 56 countries.

The Missouri Synod and the churches of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) have a tremendous opportunity to impact global Lutheranism. The recent unscriptural positions that certain European and North American churches, along with the Lutheran World Federation, have taken on same-sex marriage and the ordination of practicing homosexuals has caused a rift in the Lutheran world. What appeared to be minor, subtle hermeneutical distinctions in the interpretation of the Holy Scripture has been made manifest in the position many churches of the LWF have taken. The church bodies, particularly in the global South – Africa and South Asia – are looking for Lutheran churches who are faithful to the Holy Scriptures and who have a strong Lutheran identity rooted in the Book of Concord. As Jesus said, “My sheep her my voice.” The voice of the gospel is heard in the teaching of the Missouri Synod and the churches of the ILC. Church bodies who have not been the historic partners of the Missouri Synod are making inquiries to see if partnership is possible. This is a historic moment for the church to confess boldly and clearly the truth of the Scriptures. The Lutheran World Federation recently released a new document on the hermeneutics of the Bible. ( response-world) This document will be sent for adoption to all the LWF member churches. The hermeneutical key of this document can be summarized with “Thus, the question of interpretation is not ‘yes or no’ but, rather, ‘What kind of interpretation is a valid Lutheran interpretation today?’” Such an approach will allow the European and North American Lutheran churches to continue to teach their views. It may cause some of the churches and Africa and the global south to seek closer ties with the Missouri Synod and the International Lutheran Council. Right now the greatest potential for closer ties exists in East Africa (Ethiopia, Madagascar, and Tanzania). The written sections for East Africa are longer and more detailed than for other parts of the world. Tremendous opportunities exist for developing relationships with Lutherans around the world. The International Lutheran Council has opportunities for growth in the coming years. The Missouri Synod likewise has opportunities for new partnerships. The increase in staff in the Office of Church Relations increases the capacity to respond to these requests. Brief updates on the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW) and the International Lutheran Council (ILC) are provided as well. Both of these organizations serve as a bold witness to the Gospel of Jesus and to world Lutheranism.

2 STAFF UPDATE

Church Relations added staff positions.

Mr. Darin Storkson, Assistant Director of Church Relations began on 15 February 2016. Rev. Daniel Johnson, Area Representative to Eurasia - Church Relations, works primarily in Eurasia and began on 1 July 2016. Rev. Johnson is funded through support raising. His support page is found at

In partnership with the Mission of Christ Network (MCN), the International Lutheran Council (ILC), sent Dr. Haragewen Kinde to work at the EECMY Bishoftu Campus in Bishoftu / Debre Zeit (outside of Addis Ababa), Ethiopia. Dr. Haragewen serves as the vice-president of the campus. Her support page is found at

TRIPS

Dr. Collver

May 23-26 – LCMS Theological Professors Conference in Irvine, California. June 1-6 – European Lutheran Conference in Antwerp, Belgium. June 10 – Mill Neck Board of Directors in New York, New York. June 13-15 – Visit with Lutherans in Bogotá, Columbia. June 18-23 – Mekane Yesus Seminary Graduation and Workshop on Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. July 7-14 – 66th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. July 16-20 – LCMS Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana. July 26-28 – Evangelical Mekane Yesus Lutheran Fellowship in North America in Minneapolis, MN. August 1-5 – Twentieth Anniversary Summer Seminar in Novosibirsk, Russia. August 6-8 – Consecration of Bishop Hans Jönsson in Riga, Latvia. August 9-11 – Meeting with German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (DELKU) and Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (SELCU) in Odessa, Ukraine. August 12-15 – International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg (ILSW) farewell to Rev. David Mahsman as managing director and welcome of Ms. Kristin Lange as managing director in Wittenberg, Germany. August 22-23 – Video Shoot for the Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) in Fort Wayne, Indiana. August 28-29 – ILSW Managing Director Meeting, Topeka, Kansas.

3 Mr. Darin Storkson

July 6 – Meeting with leaders from the Indian Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC) and OIM South Asia Area Director in Chicago, Illinois. July 7-14 – 66th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. July 15 – Meeting with leaders from the Indian Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC) OIM South Asia Area Director in Chicago, Illinois. July 26-28 – Evangelical Mekane Yesus Lutheran Fellowship in North America in Minneapolis, MN. Rev. Daniel Johnson

June 3-4 – Synod Meeting of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia in Riga, Latvia. June 6-8 – Doxology in Latvia. June 8-13 – Lithuania Doxology June 13-15 – Germany Oberursel visit LCMS students July 7-14 – 66th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. August 1-5 – Twentieth Anniversary Summer Seminar in Novosibirsk, Russia. August 5-7 – Consecration of Bishop Hans Jönsson in Riga, Latvia. August 7-15 – Siberia travel with Bishop Lytkin and visitations. August 21 – NSM Preaching in Pittsburg, PA.

WORLD CHURCH RELATIONS UPDATE

AFRICA

ETHIOPIA

From April 11-15, Dr. Collver was one of the speakers at the Ethiopia Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) Pastors’ Conference on Sola Scriptura at the Gudina Tumsa Retreat Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Other LCMS speakers included Rev. Dr. John Denninger, District President of the South East District (SED); Rev. Dr. Yared Halche, Mission Developer of Intercultural Ministries of SED; Rev. Allan Buss, Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Belvidere, Illinois. The EECMY Pastors’ Conference produced a document titled, “EECMY Church Wide Theological Consolation, 2016: Sola Scriptura Proposal from ad hoc committee.” This document covered four areas: 1) Taking Care of the Pulpit, 2) Extension of Similar Theological Consultation and Training; 3) Demonstrate Exemplary Teaching and Preaching the Word by providing additional theological training; 4) Ecumenical Engagement. As part of point 2, Extension of Similar Theological Consolation and training caused the EECMY via Tseghan Afessa to hold a worship in June near the MYS graduation titled, “Workshop on Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church).”

4 The conference, “Workshop on Empowering Family and Ministry (Role of Women in Church)” was held at the Gudina Tumsa Center in Addis Ababa. The aim of the seminar is to train representatives from church units on the role of that male and female pay in the church and family so that they become change agents in their respective areas. The workshop sought to deepen the knowledge of the participants on the issues related with Lutheran theology on manhood and womanhood. The speakers at the workshop were Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki, Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, and Deaconess Faith Swenson, Saint John Lutheran Church, Hillsboro, North Dakota.

Attendees of Workshop on Empowering Family and Ministry

Four participants (three women and one man) from all 24 church units (like Districts) within the EECMY were invited to attend for a total of 96. Additionally, each of the 42 congregations in Addis Ababa could send one woman to attend for a grand total of 138 people.

The workshop was well received. The EECMY sent a letter of thank you for providing Lutheran teaching on the role of male and females in the church. There is great openness to hear what the Scriptures teach on this topic in the EECMY. Because of the EECMY’s background, many have never heard the Scriptural and Confessional Lutheran presentation on the role of male and female in the church. The EECMY has indicated it would like more workshops like this in the future. The presentations must be done with great delicacy to present the truth of the Scriptures without causing unneeded offense. There is opportunity for further instruction.

5 The future relationship of the EECMY and LCMS is difficult to predict precisely. The LCMS has exerted influence inside the EECMY, especially through the operation of the MA in Theology program at the Mekane Yesus Seminary. Fellowship discussions occur approximately once a year. There is large agreement on the view that the Holy Scriptures are the inerrant, inspired Word of God. From the perspective of the LCMS, the biggest challenges to fellowship is the EECMY’s adoption of women’s ordination on a limited scale (about 30 female pastors out of 3,500 pastors), and Charismatic / Pentecostal tendencies. The EECMY itself recognizes that both of these matters limit the development of altar and pulpit fellowship between the two church bodies. The EECMY also sees Pentecostal tendencies as a threat to itself, as Lutheran identity is lost. The rapid growth of the EECMY (approaching 8.1 million) coupled with limited theological training has contributed to this problem, and is one the EECMY seeks to address through more theological education. Women’s ordination is primarily supported by the leadership who were trained in European or American educational institutions. It is not strongly supported by the grass roots and has been implemented in a limited way.

The EECMY is entering a transitional period. The EECMY’s historic partners from Europe and North America have embraced same-sex marriage and the ordination of practicing homosexuals. The EECMY has taken a public stand that this is against the Holy Scriptures. One by one, the EECMY is separating from her historic partners. The LCMS has become significantly more important to the EECMY as a partner.

The EECMY also is undergoing a leadership transition. On 13 August 2016, the EECMY Council elected Dr. Bruk Ayele to be the President of Mekane Yesus Seminary, replacing Dr. Belay Olam who served as MYS president for 8 years. President-elect Dr. Bruk was the former dean of theology at MYS before serving as an instructor at the Ethiopian Graduate School of Theology (EGST). Additionally, a number of MYS faculty members are studying at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne or at Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis. This will be a period of transition for the MA in Theology sponsored by the Global Seminary Initiative (GSI).

In 23-27 January 2017, the EECMY is holding its General Assembly where a new church body President will be elected replacing Rev. Dr. Wakseyoum Idosa who has served for 8 years. The two leading candidates for this position are Rev. Yonas Yigezu Dibisa, currently serving as the director of the Mission and Theology department. Qes Yonas also is taking intensive courses at Concordia Theological Seminary. The other leading candidate for president of the EECMY is Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa, EECMY General Secretary. It is not possible to predict at this time how the election of a new church body president will affect the emerging relationship between the EECMY and the LCMS.

Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa was a keynote presenter at the LCMS’s 66th Regular Convention in July 2016.

Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church Dawit Tufa, President. The LCMS has agreed to not engage in relations with this church without consultation with the EECMY.

6 MADAGASCAR

In recent history, the LCMS’ relationship with Madagascar began from connections developed by Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill in 2001. Dr. Quill brought Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina to Concordia Theological Seminary for D.Min. In 2007, LCMS World Relief and Human Care executive director, Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison and executive assistant, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver visited Madagascar. From that visit, LCMS WR-HC began some modest projects and Mercy Medical Teams in Madagascar. Over the past 15 years, Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina’s position in the Malagasy Lutheran Church has changed from seminary president near Antsirabe, to Synod President of Antsirabe, to Synod President of the largest Synod within the Malagasy Lutheran Church Antananarivo. The Malagasy Lutheran Church has 4.5 – 5 million members and his a LWF member church.

The Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) will be holding its church wide assembly 5-14 September 2016. The election for new church body president is scheduled to occur on 13-14 September 2016. Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina is one of the leading candidates for president. He is opposed by people loyal to the LWF and others affiliated with the liberal Lutheran church bodies in Europe and North America. Should Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina be elected as church body president of the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM), it is expected that this church body and the LCMS will come much closer and perhaps even begin fellowship discussions. It also is expected that the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) may seek to join the International Lutheran Council (ILC). Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina is an invited guest to the ILC World Seminaries Conference held in Wittenberg, Germany, from 10-14 October 2016. Should he be elected as church body president, his expected installation will be after the ILC World Seminaries Conference.

A note of caution: The situation in Madagascar is sensitive. Activities by the LCMS can have unintended consequences perhaps even negatively influencing the election in the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM). The LCMS has been portrayed by some in the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) as being a sect or cult. Although the teaching of the Missouri Synod is widely accepted by people in the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM), the name Missouri Synod has some negative connotations.

Additionally, the Office of International Mission (OIM) has called two missionaries and is intending to call an additional missionary to serve in Madagascar. Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina has indicated apart from the nurse who was called to do mercy work at a hospital in Antsirabe, the LCMS should not plan to send any pastor missionaries for a year or more (late 2017 or early 2018) as this will cause him difficulties. Should Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina not be elected in September 2016, it is unlikely that the LCMS will be able to deploy any missionaries to Madagascar. It is recommended that the BIM / OIM wait until after the election in September 2016 to see who is the new church body president. If Rev. Dr. David Rakotonirina is elected, it will be necessary to coordinate with him on deployment dates for missionaries who were perhaps prematurely called to serve in Madagascar.

7 KENYA

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya (ELCK) is in turmoil as Archbishop Walter Obare has remained in office longer than his term. The LCMS as well as Swedish and Norwegian mission partners have encouraged him to step down. None of the ELCK departments are functioning, including health, education, evangelistic, diakonal, et al. All the church projects have stopped, except Project 24, which is overseen directly by the LCMS OIM Kenya office. Church properties have been sold by individuals for personal gain.

SOUTH AFRICA

The LCMS presently is in altar and pulpit fellowship with two church bodies in South Africa: Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA) and the Lutheran Church of South Africa (LCSA). The Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa (CLCSA) has contacted the LCMS for fellowship discussions. Due to the close proximity of these three church bodies, some sort of MOU is desired before the LCMS seeks to enter fellowship with the CLCSA.

Bishop Maragelo (LCSA), Rev. Khumalo and two other delegates (CLCSA), and Bishop Reinstorf (FELSISA) held a meeting on 16 May 2016 in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa. During the discussions Bishop Reinstorf shared with the Bishop Maragelo and Rev. Khumalo that the FELSISA is in the process of changing its structure in such a way that it could pave the way for a United Confessional Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (UCLCSA). In this new structure the present confessional Lutheran Churches in Southern Africa, the LCSA and the FELSISA would remain autonomous church bodies, but would unite as a federation of churches, with a possible merger in the future. This new structure is largely informed by the fact that the two church bodies are structured differently (one as a church, the other as a synod), different salary scales, and also a pension liability on the part of the FELSISA, for which it needs to carry sole responsibility (half of its pastors are still on a defined benefit fund). The new structure however also makes provision that other churches can join this federation of confessional Lutheran Churches, such as the CLCSA. The attached slide demonstrates this. This suggestion was especially well received by the CLCSA and it was agreed that guidelines should be set up for such a UCLCSA.

Presently, the LCMS is waiting to receive an invitation from the three churches so that a four-way dialog can begin between the church bodies. This is likely to happen in the coming year.

FELSISA will hold its Synod Convention 8-10 September 2016. Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill will serve as President Matthew Harrison’s representative to this convention. The theme of the convention is Liberation through Commemoration.

8 SOUTH SUDAN

The LCMS has contact / relationship with at least three different church bodies in South Sudan.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Sudan

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Sudan and Sudan (ELCSS/S) located in Yambio, South Sudan is in turmoil. The ELCSS/S has been most closely associated with the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) and has a small seminary, the Concordia Lutheran Institute for the Holy Ministry (CLIHM), operated by Rev. Dr. Robert Rahn.

On 14 February 2016, a group of pastors in the ELCSS/S filed a petition to remove Bishop Noah Wilson Rule from office. In a 16-page letter, Bishop Noah Wilson Rule was charged with dereliction of duties and corruption, including ordination for payment. Over 100 people signed this petition for removal. On 25 August and 27 August 2016, Bishop Noah Wilson Rule sent out letters stating that he remains the legitimate bishop of the ELCSS/S. He claims to have suspended two pastors, who sought to remove him as bishop, Rev. Elinama Jacob and Rev. Peter Anibati, on 22 August 2016.

The LCMS is not in fellowship with the ELCSS/S. The Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) holds the primary relationship with the ELCSS/S, and they have been the primary funders of that church body for the past decade (over $1 million).

South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC)

The SSELC is a Lutheran church which was formed by former Anglican Priests. This church body has 17 ordained pastors and six congregations for a total of slightly more than 1000 members. Rev. Nathaniel Bol Nyok serves as bishop. The church body is located in Bortown, South Sudan. Rev. Nathaniel Bol attended the LCMS convention in Milwaukee in July 2016. He suffered personal loss when his wife died in childbirth. Now his infant daughter, Apar, is ill in the hospital.

Anglican Church of South Sudan (ACSS)

The LCMS became connect to the Anglican Church of South Sudan through a connection by Rev. Dr. Curtis Peters of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Albert Collver visited leaders of the ACSS in February 2016 in Juba, South Sudan. Training sessions in the Small Catechism. Sessions in the Small Catechism were provided in June 2016 and in July 2016. The church body expressed interest in becoming Lutheran.

Bishop Elijah Abuoi sent a message on 27 August 2016 that the Anglican Church of South Sudan was splitting.

9 TANZANIA

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT) is a LWF member church with more than 6 million members. The dioceses, each have a bishop, and operate independently from the ELCT. Their structure is more like a federation than a synod. The majority of LCMS contact in the ELCT has been with Bishop Emmanuel Makala of the South East of Lake Victoria Diocese (SELVD). The Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) awarded a grant to Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne to train the pastors and evangelists of the SELVD. This program has been successful in increasing Lutheran identity in the SELVD.

On 6 February 2016, Dr. Fredrick Onael Shoo was installed as the presiding bishop of the ELCT. He replaced Alex Malasusa. Due to recent decisions by the European and North American mission partners, individual dioceses have become interested in working with the LCMS and with the International Lutheran Council (ILC). These inquiries are being pursued. Dr. Collver is scheduled to traveling to Tanzania in September and December 2016.

ASIA

AUSTRALIA

The LCA Bishop briefly attended the LCMS Convention.

BANGLADESH

Church Relations is monitoring and supporting ongoing OIM efforts to support an emerging Lutheran group in Bangladesh that has expressed a desire for LCMS fellowship. The informal group of some 1,000 believers is presently in the process of organizing itself formally.

CAMBODIA

The President of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia (ELCC) abruptly resigned for moral deficiencies. The LCMS, Lutheran Church Canada (LCC), and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia have a three-way agreement which requires concurrence from the LCC before the LCMS takes action in Cambodia. Church Relations has recommended that OIM relocate their SE Asia AD from Indonesia to Cambodia provided that the LCC agrees with this suggestion in order to capitalize on opportunities there.

INDIA

At the request of the IELC, OTP is heavily involved with LCMS activity in India owing to the critical state of affairs in the IELC as it continues an anti-corruption reform movement. Approximately USD300 million worth of church property is at stake. Day-to-day responsibility has been delegated to the ADCR, who has the most experience with India and was specifically requested by the IELC leadership. The ADCR has been working closely with OIM’s South Asia

10 Area Director. The legitimate and LCMS-recognized IELC leadership continues to win most legal battles, but the anti-administration has responded with more lawsuits, physical violence, attempts to interfere in the recent LCMS election, and overtures to the ELCA and LWF.

An IELC delegation visited Chicago and Milwaukee to attend the LCMS Convention and have meetings organized by Church Relations. A new agreement to resume LCMS support of the IELC seminary was reached and executed.

INDONESIA

After expending considerable effort and expense to support the efforts of the GKLI’s pro-LCMS bishop to bring to an end the use of women in pastoral roles, we were hopeful that the recent July convention of the GKLI would move to officially restrict the Office to men and declare fellowship with the LCMS. Instead, for local political reasons, the GKLI convention voted in a new bishop that is the son of the former bishop, effectively renouncing any effort to make the GKLI the confessional Lutheran church of Indonesia. The new bishop has a Baptist background and is more interested in preserving the GKLI as a family dynasty than in promoting confessional Lutheranism.

JAPAN

The NRK vice president attended the LCMS Convention. . PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The GLC has been struggling for some years to resolve conflict and divisions resulting from the agitations of a corrupt anti-bishop. Over the last year or so, attempts have been made at resolving the issue through court-ordered mediation. A lack of cooperation by the anti-bishop, however, has stymied those efforts. A recent proposal of unknown origin to capitulate and recognize the antibishop was rejected by OTP and Church Relations.

PHILIPPINES

On 8 June 2016, Church Relations hosted the LCP President and Vice-President for meetings during which our first Protocol Agreement with the LCP was negotiated by our respective officers. The LCP was much encouraged by the agreement. Read more about it here: online.org/2016/07/08/philippine-lutherans-sign-protocol-agreement-missouri-synod/

SRI LANKA

Church Relations is supporting OIM S Asia AD Roger James in the completion of a project to legally re-organize the defunct Lanka Lutheran Church (LLC).

11 EURASIA

EUROPEAN LUTHERAN CONFERENCE

The European Lutheran Conference met in Antwerp on June 1-5 to celebrate 450 years of Lutheranism in Belgium, under the theme “The Reformation, then and now...” Twelve European church bodies were represented at the conference. Details of the conference can be found here:

anniversary-first-lutheran-congregation-antwerp/

LATVIA

On Friday, 3 June 2016, in Riga, Latvia the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia voted in their Synod at the Dome Cathedral to amend their church constitution. The vote adopted Article 133 to maintain a male-only clergy. In a 77.3 percent vote majority of the delegates present, the ELCL adopted the constitutional change. This decision marks a dramatic statement in a major Lutheran church in Europe. Archbishop Janis Vanags and his bishops had ceased ordaining women in 1993, but had not adopted such a bold statement to officially return to the biblical Lutheran practice of a male-only clergy. In adopting the amendment to the constitution, the ELCL joins other confessing Lutheran churches (such as, the Independent EvangelicalLutheran Church (Selbständige Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirche, SELK) who have such a constitutional expression of doctrine and practice. Archbishop Janis Vanags, in his address to the Synod, stated that the ELCL will reconsider fellowship with churches who recognize same-sex marriages and recognizes that the adoption of article 133 will change ecumenical relationships with other churches which ordain women. He also stated that adoption of Article 133 will also bring the Latvian Church into closer ties with Lutheran Churches who practice a male-only clergy roster, such as the LCMS and other ILC churches. Rev. Daniel Johnson represented President Matthew Harrison at the Latvian Synod.

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) was “deeply saddened” by the decision the Latvian church made and the LWF council passed a resolution against the ELCL. ( church-decision-against-womens-ordination) The LWF also stated that “women’s ordination is its shared goal.”

On August 6, Archbishop Vanags consecrated Hans Jönsson as bishop of Liepaja Diocese in southwestern Latvia. Rev. Dr. Albert Collver and Rev. Daniel Johnson attended this event on behalf of the LCMS. ( swede-bishop/)

Archbishop Vanags

12 UKRAINE

Representatives of four Lutheran church bodies signed an agreement in Odessa, Ukraine on August 12, pledging closer collaboration with one another and setting the stage for possible deeper cooperation in the future.

The German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (DELKU) was represented by Bishop Serge Maschewski. Representing the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU) were Bishop Emeritus Viktor Graefenstein and Rev. Oleg Schewtschenko, SELCU Vice-President for Church Relations. Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver represented The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), while President Robert Bugbee attended on behalf of Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC). The protocol signing followed two days of meetings at SELCU’s Concordia Seminary in Usatovo, an Odessa suburb.

LCC has worked in Ukraine for more than 20 years, providing theological education for the SELCU since 1998. SELCU is a church body which began after a separation from the DELKU in the mid-1990s. Though the two Ukrainian churches have had occasional contacts since that time, the stage for stronger relations was set more recently when DELKU began expressing a desire to firm up its commitment to the Scriptures and the Lutheran confessions.

DELKU Bishop Maschewski had been an early student in the “Russian Project” of Concordia Theological Seminary at Fort Wayne, Indiana (CTSFW), as the LCMS began working with developing Lutheran churches after the breakup of the Soviet Union.

(

LATIN AMERICA

ARGENTINA

A dispute arose between some seminary faculty members and President Nagel of the Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Argentina (IELA) regarding the office of the ministry. As a result of this dispute, two seminary faculty members, Rev. Sergio Fritzler and Rev. Roberto Bustamante, were removed from their positions at the seminary in Argentina. The dispute involves the understanding of the priesthood of all believers, and whether or not a lay person may preach and / or administer the sacraments. President Nagel of the IELA would maintain yes lay people can, while the seminary professors maintain that this is not proper due to Augsburg Confession, Article V and XIV. This dispute bears some similarity to that in the Missouri Synod over licensed laydeacons. President Nagel and the President from Brazil and Guatemala have expressed disagreement over the position some churches in the International Lutheran Council take regarding the office of the ministry. On 22 August 2016, Dr. Collver sent a letter to President Nagel, encouraging him to express his areas of disagreement with the International Lutheran Council so that discussion that is beneficial to all can take place. The letter also requested that he allow the two professors removed from their positions to transfer to the LCMS.

13

COLUMBIA

Dr. Collver visited a group of Lutherans in Bogotá, Columbia, with Rev. Mark Braden, on June 13-15. The group of Lutherans had been affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Columbia, which is a LWF member church and a partner with the ELCA in the United States. On 18 July 2016, these pastors sent a letter to Church Relations stating their intention to form a new church body called, “Confessional Lutheran Church.” The church has based its constitution off of the Lutheran church in Uruguay. The church is seeking to become legally recognized by the Columbian government. This small church body is very much an emerging church. At this moment, it is not constituted enough to seek fellowship with the Missouri Synod, but once it exists as a self-governing church body, fellowship discussions can proceed.

NORTH AMERICA

EVANGELICAL MEKANE YESUS LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP IN NORTH AMERICA

The Evangelical Mekane Yesus Lutheran Fellowship in North America met in Minneapolis, MN from June 20-23. This group consists of Ethiopians living in the diaspora. For sometime they considered themselves members of the EECMY; now there has been some change in that many of them have become Missouri Synod. The group is very interested in assisting the church in Ethiopia. An outcome of the meeting this year was a strategic plan document

LCMS-LCC-NALC Dialog

As an important step forward in the ongoing consultation between representatives of the Lutheran Church—Canada (LCC), The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the North American Lutheran Church (NALC), the participants who represented the three church bodies are releasing their joint statement on Holy Scripture, “God’s Word Forever Shall Abide: A Guiding Statement on the Character and Proper Use of the Sacred Scriptures.”

Participants in the ongoing consultations between leaders of the LCMS, the LCC and the NALC have been the Rev. Dr. Albert Collver III (LCMS), the Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer (LCMS), the Rev. Larry Vogel (LCMS), the Rev. John Pless (LCMS), the Rev. Robert Bugbee (LCC president), the Rev. John Bradosky (NALC bishop), the Rev. Mark Chavez (NALC), the Rev. Dr. Jim Nestingen (NALC), the Rev. Paull Spring (NALC) and the Rev. Dr. David Wendel (NALC).

14 INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN SOCIETY OF WITTENBERG (ILSW)

On August 14, the ILSW held a farewell service for Rev. David Mahsman, Managing Director of the ILSW, and a welcome service for Ms. Kristin Lange, Managing Director of the ILSW. Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, the first director of the ILSW, also attended the service. The service was held in Saint Mary’s across from the Old Latin School, where approximately 120 people attended. Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of Lutheran Church Canada and ILC Vice-Chairman, served as the preacher. A reception was held after the service.

The ILSW has two websites currently. One website focused on the renovation of the building ( while the other website focused on the operation ( Dr. Albert Collver, Senior Managing Director, and Ms. Kristin Lange, Managing Director, are working to merge and revise the website. Another domain ( for the German language site has been obtained. The new revised site will feature English and German languages and focus on helping people reserve rooms in the Old Latin School through the partnership with Colleg Wittenberg ( The site also will feature news stories about the Old Latin School and donations for the program and the operation of the building will be accepted. The Wittenberg Project website will be redirected to the Old Latin School website. The revised website is expected to go online by the end of October 2016. Concordia Publishing House is handling the website revision and hosting.

The other major work of the ILSW presently is preparation for the World Reformation Exhibit ( which runs for 95 days from 20 May – 10 September 2017. The ILSW will hold an exhibit in the Old Latin School explaining the origin of the “Old Lutherans” beginning with the Prussian Union. The 500th anniversary of the Reformation also is the 200th anniversary of the Prussian Union. The ILSW exhibition also will make a clear presentation of the Reformation Gospel. Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of Concordia Theological College and ILSW board member, and Propst Gert Kelter of SELK will serve as technical advisors for the exhibition. The exhibition will be in English and German. Concordia Publishing House will desire and produce the exhibition. For the 95 days of the exhibition, volunteers will stay at the Old Latin School from Wednesday to Monday (Tuesday is a day off from the exhibition) and will receive visitors who come to see the exhibition. The volunteers for the World Reformation Exhibition are expected to be primarily SELK pastors.

15 Kristin Lange, Managing Director, has received her first volunteer at the Old Latin School. Ms. Magdalena Olson began August 15th and will remain for three months. This trial volunteer will help in the development of policies for future volunteers. The German government has a €250euro volunteer tax. As a result, volunteers at the Old Latin School will pay the ILSW $750-$1000 USD per month to cover the volunteer tax, housing, and administration. Once the policies and fee structure is completed, the ILSW will solicit volunteers from LCMS OIM, LCMS Universities, SELK, RSOs, and mission societies.

Ms. Kristin Lange and Dr. Albert Collver will meet on 29 August in Topeka, Kansas, for a managing director meeting.

INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL

The next major event for the International Lutheran Council is the ILC World Seminaries Conference held in Wittenberg, Germany, from October 10-14, 2016. THEME: Shaping Confessional Lutheranism for the 21st Century: The Impact of the Lutheran Reformation on Mission, Worship, and Worldview. Tuesday – Impact on Mission; Wednesday – Impact on Worship; Thursday – Impact on Worldview. Approximately 70 people are expected to attend from around the world.

Immediately following the ILC World Seminaries Conference, the ILC will resume the ILCPCPCU dialog with the Roman Catholics in Paderborn, Germany.

In September, Dr. Collver along with Dr. Haragewen and Dr. Berhanu will travel to Accra, Ghana, to visit Wisconsin University. The purpose of the visit is to see a successful university in Africa to serve as a potential model for the Bishoftu Campus outside of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. After the university consultation in Accra, Ghana, Dr. Paul Kofi Fynn and Dr. Collver will visit African church leaders in several East African countries for relations with the ILC.

The ILC continues to develop its strategic plan for the future as well as work to fund develop with major donors.

16 Inter-Church Relationships of the LCMS

Inter-Church relationships of the LCMS have been growing by leaps and bounds in the last triennium. In addition to our growing family of official “Partner Church” bodies with which the LCMS is in altar and pulpit fellowship, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Allied Church” bodies with which we collaborate in various ways but with which we do not yet have altar and pulpit fellowship. We presently have thirty-six official partnerships that have already been recognized by the LCMS in convention, as well as good relationships with an additional twentythree Allied Church bodies, many of which are in various stages of fellowship talks with the LCMS.

In addition, the LCMS also has six “Emerging Relationships” with Lutheran church bodies that we are getting to know but with which we do not yet have a formal relationship. Most of these have approached the LCMS out of a desire to share our solid, Biblical theology.

These various relationships make for a total of 75 Lutheran church relationships in a total of 56 countries! This represents more than 21 million people.

Lastly, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Ecumenical Relationships” with non-Lutheran church bodies for the sake of dialog and cooperatio in externis.

* Indicates a member of the International Lutheran Council (ILC).

Partner Churches (already recognized by the LCMS in convention)

1. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina * 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil * 3. Lutheran Church—Canada * 4. Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile * 5. Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark * 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Synod of France * 7. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (Germany) * 8. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana * 9. Lutheran Church in Guatemala * 10. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti * 11. Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod * 12. India Evangelical Lutheran Church * 13. Japan Lutheran Church * 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan 15. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya * 16. Lutheran Church in Korea * 17. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia

17 18. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia 19. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania 20. Lutheran Synod of Mexico * 21. Lutheran Church of Nigeria * 22. Lutheran Church in Norway * 23. Gutnius Lutheran Church (Papua New Guinea) * 24. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay * 25. Lutheran Church in the Philippines * 26. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria (Russia) * 27. Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia) * 28. Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (South Africa) * 29. Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa * 30. Lanka Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka) * 31. China Evangelical Lutheran Church (Taiwan) * 32. Lutheran Church of Togo 33. Lutheran Church of Uruguay 34. Lutheran Church of Venezuela * 35. Evangelical Lutheran Church of England * 36. The American Association of Lutheran Churches (USA) * Allied Churches

1. Lutheran Church of Australia * 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium * 3. Evangelical Christian Lutheran Church of Bolivia * 4. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia 5. Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic 6. Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (Czech Republic) 7. Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 8. Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland 9. Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church 10. Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan

11. Malagasy Lutheran Church (Madagascar) 12. Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua * 13. Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Peru * 15. Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church * 16. Lutheran Mission in Africa--Synod of Thousand Hills (Rwanda) 17. Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa 18. Mission Province in Sweden 19. Lutheran Church of East Africa (Tanzania) 20. Istanbul Lutheran Church (Turkey) 21. German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine (DELKU) 22. The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod—USA *

18 23. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan / Sudan Emerging Relationships

1. Myanmar Lutheran Church (Burma) 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia 3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Norway (DELK) 4. Norwegian Lutheran Mission 5. Lutheran Church in Singapore 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania--Southeast Lake Victoria Diocese 7. South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church 8. Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) 9. Lutheran Church of Colombia 10. Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU)

Ecumenical Relationships

1. Roman Catholic Church (The Vatican) 2. North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 3. Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) 4. Anglican Church of South Sudan 5. Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) 6. Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Photographs from “August Quarterly CHURCH RELATIONS REPORT WITH ILC UPDATE” (2016).
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: Proposed flights to Lagos - Uyo - Delta $2616.00 - I can save $200.00 by making an extra stop in Amsterdam - Arik flights $230.00 Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: Rachel Arnold rarnold01@charter.net Date: Mon, Dec Subject: RE: Proposed flights to Lagos - Uyo - Delta $2616.00 - I can save $200.00 by making an extra stop in Amsterdam - Arik flights $230.00 To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Excellent: I'll confirm the Nigeria tickets and the Sweden tickets along with Rev. Wakoma's Uyo tickets.

Thanks!

Rachel Arnold TravelPlex Travel and Cruises a division of Tzell Travel rarnold01@charter.net rachel@travelplex.com 636-391-2896-Fax 314-578-1655-cell

From: Albert Collver [mailto:collverab3@gmail.com] Sent: Monday, December To: Rachel Arnold rarnold01@charter.net Subject: Re: Proposed flights to Lagos - Uyo - Delta $2616.00 - I can save $200.00 by making an extra stop in Amsterdam - Arik flights $230.00

Looks good. Let's fly straight to Lagos without the Amsterdam stop -Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD Director of Church Relations-

Assistant to the President Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod +1-636-751-3970 (mobile) Sent from my iPhone. Please excuse any typos. On Dec AM, Rachel Arnold rarnold01@charter.net wrote: image001.jpg

TravelPlex Travel and Cruises 726 N New Ballas Rd. St. Louis MO

Travel Consultant:Rachel Arnold

Trip Locator: 79YRYR

ALBERT.B COLLVER

Wednesday 6 January 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 1423 Status: Confirmed Depart: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Airline Ref: F7GVRB Saint Louis, MO, US Seat: 1:00 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 485 Arrive: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Ai t Travel Time: 1:36

Airport Atlanta, GA, US Stopovers: 0 3:36 PM Aircraft: McDonnell Douglas MD-80 All Series Terminal S Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Wednesday 6 January 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0054 Status: Confirmed Depart: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport Airline Ref: F7GVRB Atlanta, GA, US Seat: 11:58 PM Class: H-Coach Class Terminal I Mileage: 5840 Arrive: Lagos Murtala Muhammed Airport Travel Time: 11:02 Lagos, NG Stopovers: 0 Thursday, January Aircraft: 76W Terminal I Meal Service:Dinner Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Friday 8 January 2016 Air Arik Air - Flight W3 0616 Status: Confirmed Depart: Lagos Murtala Muhammed Airport Airline Ref: ERH5WF Lagos, NG Seat: 9:35 AM Class: Y-Economy/Coach Terminal D Mileage: Arrive: Uyo Travel Time: 1:15 Stopovers: 0 10:50 AM Aircraft: Boeing 737-700 Meal Service:

Remarks:

Monday 11 January 2016 Air Arik Air - Flight W3 0617 Status: Confirmed Depart: Uyo Airline Ref: ERH5WF Seat: 11:20 AM Class: Y-Economy/Coach Mileage: Arrive: Lagos Murtala Muhammed Airport Travel Time: 1:15 Lagos, NG Stopovers: 0 12:35 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-700 Meal Service: Remarks:

Monday 11 January 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 9477 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES Depart: Lagos Murtala Muhammed Airport Airline Ref: F7GVRB Lagos, NG Seat: 11:05 PM Class: H-Coach Class Terminal I Mileage: 3161 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 6:45 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 Tuesday, January Aircraft: Airbus A330-300 Meal Service:Breakfast Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Tuesday 12 January 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0137 Status: Confirmed

Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: F7GVRB Amsterdam, NL Seat: 1:00 PM Class: H-Coach Class Mileage: 3920 Arrive: Detroit Wayne County Airport Travel Time: 9:05 Detroit, MI, US Stopovers: 0 4:05 PM Aircraft: 76W Terminal EM Meal Service:Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Tuesday 12 January 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 3687 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY ENDEAVOR AIR DBA DELTA CONNECTION Depart: Detroit Wayne County Airport Airline Ref: F7GVRB Detroit, MI, US Seat: 5:28 PM Class: H-Coach Class Terminal EM Mileage: 451 Arrive: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Travel Time: 1:42 Saint Louis, MO, US Stopovers: 0 6:10 PM Aircraft: CR9 Terminal 1 Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

&nbsp;

Agency Remarks PLEASE REVIEW FOR ACCURATE PASSENGER NAMES/DATES AND TIMES ADVISE IMMEDIATELY ANY DISCREPENCIES WITHIN 24 HOURS OF RECEIVING YOUR CONFIRMATION IF NOT NOTIFIED TRAVELPLEX WILL NOT BE HELD

IF NOT NOTIFIED TRAVELPLEX WILL NOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR PENALTIES OR FEES FOR AFTER HOUR EMERGENGY ASSISTANCE 24/7 CALL 1800-559-1430 USE CODE P367 BUSINESS HOURS 830A-5PM MON-FRI 314-569-1900 BAGGAGE FEES MAY APPLY FOR MORE INFO SEE WWW.AIRLINEBAGFEES.COM
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From: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com Subject: Fwd: Revised ticket for Ethiopian Airlines from Dubai - Addis - Juba 04 February - 08 February Date: May To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com ---------- Forwarded message --------From: Rachel Arnold rarnold01@charter.net Date: Tue, Feb Subject: Revised ticket for Ethiopian Airlines from Dubai - Addis - Juba 04 February - 08 February To: Albert Collver collverab3@gmail.com CC: O'Neill, Catharine Catharine.ONeill@lcms.org TravelPlex Travel and Cruises 726 N New Ballas Rd. St. Louis MO Travel Consultant:Rachel Arnold Trip Locator: MO5ZM7 ALBERT.B COLLVER

Tuesday 2 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 2519 Status: Confirmed Depart: Valparaiso Fort Walton Beach Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Fort Walton Beach, FL, US Seat: 18C -Confirmed 7:26 AM Class: T-Coach Class Mileage: 250 Arrive: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport Travel Time: 1:14 Atlanta, GA, US Stopovers: 0 9:40 AM Aircraft: McDonnell Douglas MD80 All Series Terminal S Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996

Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Tuesday 2 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 8517 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY AIR FRANCE Depart: Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Atlanta, GA, US Seat: 45E -Confirmed 6:15 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal I Mileage: 4390 Arrive: Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport Travel Time: 8:05 Paris, FR Stopovers: 0 Wednesday, February Aircraft: Boeing 777-200 Terminal 2E Meal Service: Dinner Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Wednesday 3 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 8626 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY AIR FRANCE Depart: Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Paris, FR Seat: Requested 1:50 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal 2F Mileage: 3254 Arrive: Dubai Airport Travel Time: 6:55 Dubai, AE Stopovers: 0 11:45 PM Aircraft: 77W Terminal 1 Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Thursday 4 February 2016 Air Ethiopian Airlines S C - Flight ET 0601 Status: Confirmed Depart: Dubai Airport Airline Ref: VHYZQB Dubai AE Seat: 13J -Confirmed

Dubai, AE Seat: 13J Confirmed 4:40 AM Class: Q-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 1552 Arrive: Addis Ababa Bole Airport Travel Time: 4:15 Addis Ababa, ET Stopovers: 0 7:55 AM Aircraft: 77L Terminal 2 Meal Service: Breakfast Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Ethiopian Airlines S C UA03179140135 Friday 5 February 2016 Air Ethiopian Airlines S C - Flight ET 0354 Status: Confirmed Depart: Addis Ababa Bole Airport Airline Ref: VHYZQB Addis Ababa, ET Seat: 17C -Confirmed 2:55 PM Class: Q-Coach Class Terminal 1 Mileage: 571 Arrive: Juba Airport Travel Time: 2:00 Juba, SD Stopovers: 0 4:55 PM Aircraft: Boeing 737-800 Meal Service: Snack Or Brunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Ethiopian Airlines S C UA03179140135 Monday 8 February 2016 Air Ethiopian Airlines S C - Flight ET 0357 Status: Confirmed Depart: Juba Airport Airline Ref: VHYZQB Juba, SD Seat: 17C -Confirmed 4:10 PM Class: U-Coach Class Mileage: 571 Arrive: Addis Ababa Bole Airport Travel Time: 2:00 Addis Ababa, ET Stopovers: 0 6:10 PM Aircraft: De Havilland Dhc8 Dash 8 Meal Service: Snack Or Brunch Remarks: S C

Frequent Flyer- Ethiopian Airlines S C UA03179140135 Friday 12 February 2016 Air Kenya Airways - Flight KQ 0403 Status: Confirmed Depart: Addis Ababa Bole Airport Airline Ref: 8FEVP2 Addis Ababa, ET Seat: 20G -Confirmed 3:45 PM Class: E-Coach Class Terminal 2 Mileage: 725 Arrive: Nairobi Jomo Kenyatta Int'l Airport Travel Time: 2:10 Nairobi, KE Stopovers: 0 5:55 PM Aircraft: E90 Terminal 1C Meal Service: Meal Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Kenya Airways DL6804798996 Friday 12 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 9496 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES Depart: Nairobi Jomo Kenyatta Int'l Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Nairobi, KE Seat: 27H -Confirmed 10:30 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal 1C Mileage: 4147 Arrive: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Travel Time: 8:30 Amsterdam, NL Stopovers: 0 Saturday, February Aircraft: Boeing 747 All Series Meal Service: Breakfast Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Saturday 13 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 0137 Status: Confirmed Depart: Amsterdam-Schiphol Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Amsterdam, NL Seat: 21B -Confirmed 1:00 PM Class: T-Coach Class

1:00 PM Class: T Coach Class Mileage: 3920 Arrive: Detroit Wayne County Airport Travel Time: 9:03 Detroit, MI, US Stopovers: 0 4:03 PM Aircraft: 76W Terminal EM Meal Service: Lunch Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Saturday 13 February 2016 Air Delta Air Lines Inc - Flight DL 6231 Status: Confirmed OPERATED BY GOJET AIRLINES DBA DELTA CONNECTION Depart: Detroit Wayne County Airport Airline Ref: G69O44 Detroit, MI, US Seat: 06B -Confirmed 7:55 PM Class: T-Coach Class Terminal EM Mileage: 451 Arrive: St. Louis Lambert-St Louis Int'l Airport Travel Time: 1:40 Saint Louis, MO, US Stopovers: 0 8:35 PM Aircraft: CR9 Terminal 1 Meal Service: Remarks: Frequent Flyer- Delta Air Lines Inc DL6804798996 Ticketing Information Issue Date Passenger Name Transaction Type Document Number Invoice Number
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1 Nordic Bishop Conference with the International Lutheran Council Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 20 January 2016

Participants: Dr. Lawrence Rast, Chairman of LCMS CTCR; Rev. Jakob Okkels, Swedish Mission Provence and Assistant to Bishop; Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of Lutheran Church Canada / Vice-Chairman of International Lutheran Council; Hans-Jörg Voigt, Bishop of SELK / Chairman of ILC; Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations / Executive Secretary of ILC; Rev. Bengt Birgersson, General Secretary for Swedish Mission Provence; Roland Gustafsson, Presiding Bishop of the Swedish Mission Provence; Göran Beijer, Assisting Bishop of the Swedish Mission Provence; Juhana Pohjola, Dean of the Finish Mission Provence; Risto Soramies, Bishop of the Finnish Bishop Provence; Lars Artman, Assisting bishop for Swedish Mission Provence; Thor Henrik With, Bishop of the Norwegian Mission Provence; Rev. Jon Ehlers, Chairman of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England; Norberto Gerke, President of the Lutheran Church of Paraguay; Gijsbertus van Hattem, President of the Lutheran Church in Belgium / Secretary of the ILC.

2 Agenda

Presentations by the Nordic Bishops and ILC Lunch Separate Meetings for Nordic Bishops and ILC Joint Discussions – Review of Document Break Visitation with Swedish Theological Faculty 7 PM

Dinner at LM Engströms Gymnasium (Bo Giertz Residence) ILC Meeting

Introductions

Each person introduced themselves and provided background information. Bengt Birgersson was defrocked by the Church of Sweden in 2006. Roland Gustafsson former missionary in Kenya and missionary councilor for Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, and Peru. Göran Beijer Bishop of the Polar circle and was defrocked. Juhana Pohjola was defrocked by the Church of Finland in 2014. Bishop Risto Soramies was a missionary to Turkey for 40 years. He also was defrocked. He said the German prisoners had a joke, which prison were you in during the Third Reich. He said in our case we can all ask when we were defrocked. Lars Artman assisting bishop for Swedish Mission Provence, defrocked in 2006. Thor Henrik With, bishop of the Norwegian Mission Provence, also defrocked after being consecrated bishop.

Presentations

Presentation by Voigt, Bugbee, Collver.

International Lutheran Council (ILC) Presented regarding its origins and confession. Gave overview of the ILC’s constitution. ILC emphasized the words “inspired” and “infallible” in regards to Holy Scriptures.

Mission Province Presentations

Sweden

Presentation by Bishop Göran Beijer.

The Swedish Mission Province began in part in 1958 after the decision to ordain women. The situation became severe in 1993 when the Church of Sweden decided to no longer ordain candidates who refused to accept women’s ordination. In the 1980s, the organizers of the mission province looked to the Anglican church for a pattern on how to form an organization within the church. By 2002, it was recognized that an organization was needed. A committee was formed that created the parameters for a mission province. The Swedish Mission Province

3 was created in 2003. It was said from the beginning that the system must be episcopal. The first bishop was consecrated in 2005. Help was sought from the Baltic States and from Kenya. The bishops of the Swedish Mission Province are consecrated in the line of Bo Giertz. Free congregation in the Swedish congregations has a connotation of Pentecostalism. So the Swedish Mission Province uses the language of koinonia to describe the congregations. A special consistory in Finland was formed which eventually became its own province. The Mission province is very sad that the Church of Sweden has been slowly liberalizing. Approximately, 1% of the CoS leaves the church each year. Originally, 95% of the Swedish citizens were members of the CoS, but now only 65-70% are members of the CoS. The Mission Province has a goal in part to preserve the tradition of the CoS and to provide a place to worship in a faithful way. The Swedish Mission Province now has 12 koinonias, 3-4 are well established. Twenty pastors have been ordained for Sweden. There are 25-30 places of worship in Sweden. The college of priests is about 50-60. Approximately 1,000 members in the 12 koinonias, although more people are served. The old State church system is very much a part of the identity of the country. It is very difficult for a person to leave the State Church; it is almost like ceasing to be a Swede.

Finland — Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of Finland

Presentation by Bishop Risto Soramies.

Thirty congregations, 6 mission starts. 48 pastors, about one half employed; 1,800 formal members, plus at least another 2,000 who regularly attend. It was founded in 2013, but our history is longer than that. The Lutheran Foundation was founded in 1999. The first regular church services began in 2000. It all grew from one small congregation in Helsinki. Unified culture within the diocese. We are independent and not really a part of the National / State Church any more. Most of the pastors are not members of the National / State Church. For all practical purposes, the diocese is independent: financially, theologically, and decision making. We are not bound to any agreements that the National / State church hold. The diocese rents from the 7th Day Adventist and do not own any property. From WWII, the development and decline of the theology of the church in Finland has been very rapid.

The Finnish mission province was originally part of the Swedish mission province, which is now independent.

Question from ILC: How will Scandinavian save its great heritage of theological education? This is a problem. There is a theological faculty at the various schools, which is not always so bad, but of course, teaches the standard liberal theology we all know. The main problem isn’t the liberal theology but simply how irrelevant it is. This is why we have a pastoral institute which helps train the pastors; we also send pastors for a STM at the Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. In Sweden, 15 of the ordained pastors have been trained at the Lutheran Theology School in Götenberg, which also has ties to Concordia Theological Seminary.

4 The Finnish Mission Province’s self-understanding is that we are a church body. The State / National Church sees us as an independent church body. The Finnish Mission Province is not “technically” a registered church body.

The Finnish and Swedish National / State Churches cannot expel members and do not want to expel members because they want to keep receiving tax funds.

The Finnish Mission Provinces’ self-understanding is further along and perhaps more advanced than that of the Swedish Mission Province.

Norway — The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway

Presentation by Bishop Thor Henrik With.

Norway is the little sister of the three, but in some respect the oldest of the sisters. We are the smallest of the church bodies. Four congregations with one mission start. Small church body in a population of 5 million people. These congregations are served by 3 pastors and a bishop. Three of these five congregations are located north of the polar circle. One congregation is of the indigenous people of Sweden, Norway, and Finland — the Sami people (Lapland). 250-300 people are in regular attendance for Holy Communion. Last year, 3,000 people received Holy Communion. The congregations have the background of a State Church in Norway. Their origins can be connected to the free abortion law introduced in 1979. Our Bishop Børre Knudsen (1937-2014) formed the first congregation of the Norwegian Mission Province. He was defrocked by the King of Norway. The new congregations were formed in 1997. Bishop Knudsen retired in 2008. Thor Henrik With was consecrated as the successor of Knudsen. Knudsen advised With to plant more congregations and to give more attention to administration than he did. The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway is defined by the constitution and bylaws. “Congregations in which the gospel is taught purely and where the Sacraments are administered rightly” is the definition of the diocese. The five confessional documents are foundational. The constitution and bylaws seeks to distribute power and accountability between the clergy and laity. The bishop heads the consistory. If the consistory disagrees with the decision of the bishop, they may appeal to the bishops of the mission province. The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway considers itself church. We seek fellowship in the ILC.

Bishop Børre Knudsen participated in the consecration of the first bishop within the Swedish Mission Province.

Question: What is the relationship between The Lutheran Church of Norway, an ILC member, and The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway.

Answer: Torkild Masvie was a candidate to be the successor of Bishop Børre Knudsen and could have been the bishop of the mission province, which he declined for his own reasons. He instead formed his own Lutheran Church. Sadly, we are not sure where all the differences lay, but now formally, The Lutheran Church of Norway cannot participate with The Evangelical

5 Lutheran Diocese in Norway cannot have fellowship because The Lutheran Church of Norway cannot have relations with churches not in fellowship with the LCMS.

Bishop Thor Henrik With would like to have bilateral conversations with The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, and would like to be in discussions with the ILC.

Lunch Break

ILC / Bishops’ Conference Resume at 2:30 PM

Review of the Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses

We read out loud the “Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses.”

The Mission Province in Sweden, The Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland, and the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of Norway submitted one application to the International Lutheran Council for each church. The intention of this is that if one Diocese were denied, the other two would not join the ILC.

After significant conversation, at least, from the perspective of the Missouri Synod, the Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses appears similar in structure to the Synodical Conference with each church having a vote.

The three Dioceses are in altar and pulpit fellowship.

In practice, there will not be one church body.

ILC Question: Since you claim to have apostolic succession, do you have trouble recognizing the ministry in the ILC churches that do not have that.

Nordic Lutheran Dioceses: No. We have this tradition, but the structure of the church is not doctrinally divisive. We recognize the ministry of the Missouri Synod.

ILC Question: Do all three churches accept the Book of Concord? Answer: There is a difference in history. The Norwegian and Danish church historically did not have the entire Book of Concord. You can possibly be a Lutheran without the entire Book of Concord but you cannot be a Lutheran if you are against the Book of Concord. The Book of Concord is binding on all three churches. The statement about the Book of Concord in this document is based upon the Church Law of Swedish from 1696.

ILC Question: Does the Swedish Mission Province view itself as a Church? Answer: When “church” is translated into Swedish, it is true that we do not necessarily like to use that word. However, the Swedish Mission Province is a distinct church body. We are not under, in, or part of the Church of Sweden. We are distinct. The Swedish Mission Province

6 follows in the tradition of the Lutheran church for the past 500 years. The Swedish Mission Province does recognize there are some Christians who believe and confess exactly what the Swedish Mission Province does within the Church of Sweden. As a matter of pastoral care, the Swedish Mission Province does commune or provide spiritually care for some people who are still within the Church of Sweden. However, the Church of Sweden is a separate church body from the Swedish Mission Province.

We had a significant discussion related to fellowship. As well as how the Swedish Mission Diocese will admit some people who are still members of the CoS to Holy Communion as a matter of pastoral care.

Tour and Lecture about The Lutheran School of Theology (LSTG) in Gothenburg

The background and history from 1792 to 2014 that led to the creation of the Lutheran School of Theology was presented. The Lutheran School of Theology (LSTG) is where the pastors for the Swedish Mission Province are trained. CTS Fort Wayne and LSTG have a partnership for an STM degree.

After the tour and lecture of LSTG, we had dinner at Bo Giertz’s house — LM Engströms Gymnasium.

Next Steps

Per the ILC policy for membership, the Nordic Lutheran Dioceses will each separately apply for membership in the ILC. Each will submit a letter from the Bishop with the church body’s constitution. The Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses statement will be attached as an amendment.

Bo Giertz’s House

7 ILC / Mission Provinces Meeting Contacts Name Country Email Address Gijsbertus van Hattem Belgium lutherse.kerk@skynet.be Norberto Gerke Paraguay norbertogerke@gmai.com Jon Ehlers England Jon.ehlers@christlutheranchurch.org.uk Thor Henrick With Norway bishopwith@online.no Lars Artman Sweden larsartman@gmail.com Risto Soramies Finland Risto.soramies@gmail.com Juhana Pohjola Finland Juhana.pohjola@lhpk.fi Göran Beijer Sweden g.beijer@crossmail.se Roland Gustafsson Sweden roland.gustafsson@missionsprovinsen.se Bengt Birgersson Sweden Bengt.nirgersson@missionprovinsen.se Albert Collver United States Albert.collver@lcms.org Collverab3@gmail.com Robert Bugbee Canada president@lutheranchurch.ca Jakob Okkels Sweden Jakob.okkels@missionprovinsen.se Lawrence Rast United States Lawrence.rast@ctsfw.edu

The Lutheran School of Theology, Gothenburg, LSTG background and history Development in Germany 1792- 1860 F C Baur, leader of the Ttlhingen School 1835 Strauss, Das Leben Jesu. tr. into Swedish 1841 1870-74 Ritschel, Die (‘hm-rlit-he Lehre von der Rechq/érligung um! Vers/Ihnung I878 Julius Wellhausen. Gexchichle l.s'rael.s' 1900 Adolf [von] Harnack. Das Wesen des ChrI.s'Ien!ums; Swedish translation 1900 with preface by Nathan Soderblom. later AB and Nobel laureate Swedish reactions - academic development This development in Germany influenced the development in Sweden. It took some 40-50 years for the "higher criticism" to take control over the Swedish universities.' I877 First thesis in Sweden with "higher criticism"; J. A. Ekman, AB 1900-I4 appr. 1900 Higher criticism becomes established in Sweden 1901 Nathan Soderblom professor (Rel. Hist.) in Uppsala, AB 1914-31 1923 Gillis Pzson Wetter professor of ()'l' in Uppsala Bible conservative I904 Rev. Peter Isaac Been tries to initiate a Christian High School in Gothenburg 1908 The Lutheran School ol'Thcology. Menighels/Zlkullerel. opened in Oslo 1924 Rev. Been succeeds in starting a Christian High School for pastors to be, (reorganized in I993) 1949 Bo Giertz becomes Bp in (iothenburg (retires 1970) 1958 Joint decision by Swedish Parliament and the Church Assembly of Church of Sweden to start ordaining female pastors (in effect: I960) 1970 Bertil E. Gartner Bp in Gothenburg (retires 1991), last conservative Bp in CoS 1982 The "conscience clause" is abolished in CoS 1993 - Aug.: The Christian High School becomes L M Engsrrdm gymnasium - Aug.: F(ir.s'umling.g/Zrkulleten. LSTG. is opened - Oct.: The Bishops of CoS decide not to ordain Bible conservative candidates 1997 - May 24: The SELEF foundation created (Sw. Ev. Luth. Ed. Found.) - June 5: The Swedish Government appoints the first female Bishop - July 1: LSTG gets new premises (in 2015 we move to our own house) 2000 LSTG starts our own theological training 2003 Mission Province in Sweden created (Bp Arne Olsson consecrated 2005) 2005 The first students of LSTG are ordained within the Mission Province 2009 The LSTG 3 year theological training is accredited through EEAA 2014 - LSTG starts an STM program together with CTS in Ft. Wayne - The first female AB within CoS is consecrated. Antje Jackelén ' cr. Sten Hidal, Bibellrn och hihelkritik. mo. Cf. Rune lmberg. .
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Minutes 18 of the Meeting of the Executive Committee 
INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
 
January 19th-21st, 2016 
Gothenburg, Sweden (Park Elite Hotel, Kungsportsavenyen 36) 

Participants 
 
Members of the Executive Committee 
Rev. Hans-Jorg Voigt 
Chairman 

HJV 
Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem Secretary 

GVH 
Rev. Jon Ehlers 
 
Europe 

JE 
Rev. Norberto Gerke 
Latin America 

NG 
Rev. Robert Bugbee 
 
North America 

RB 
Rev. Albert Collver 
 
Executive Secretary 
 
AC 
 
Guest 
Rev. Lawrence Rast 

 
LR 
 
Rev. Christian Ekong (CE) representing World Area Africa, and Rev. Antonio Reyes (AR) 
representing World Area Asia and Australia were excused. Rev. Lawrence Rast, President of 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA, was invited for this meeting as 
facilitator, especially for the agenda topic Strategic Planning. 

MINUTES 

First Session – January 19th, 2016 - Evening 
 
19:00 – Dinner 
 
20:15 – Welcome 
Chairman HJV opened the meeting in a corner of the breakfast area of the Hotel. He welcomed 
everyone, especially Norberto Gerke as the new world area representative for Latin America, 
and Lawrence Rast as facilitator for the ILC Strategic Planning. Due heavy snow fall in the 
morning the flights arrival of many were delayed and was it not possible to meet in the 
afternoon as originally planned. 
 
20:20 – Agenda Topics 
The main topics for the Agenda were collected. SWOT will be discussed in the afternoon of 
the 20th. LWF on the evening of the 20th. World Seminaries Conference in the morning of the 
21st. The joint meeting with the Scandinavian Mission Provinces will be on the 20th from 9 till 
15h. Feedback on the Conference in Argentina will be discussed this session. 
 
20:35 – ILC 25th World Conference in 2015, Argentina 
RB regretted that so many were missing at the conference, mainly due visa problems. The 
actual situation of the IELA was discussed, especially the dissension between the seminary 

and the church administration. HJV will send a letter of thanks and encouragement to the 
IELA. RB will make a draft for it. The papers delivered on the conference were well received. 
HJV was pleased with the many reactions on his paper, but also concerned about the diversity 
in practice among the member churches. AC published all the papers in the Journal of 
Lutheran Mission. Positive reactions. Actually the ILC should have its own journal. The 
services during the conference were well organized. The final day on the Seminary Campus 
was surely a highlight. NG stressed that having the conference in Latin America was positive. 
 
21:00 – Mission Provinces 
The main reason in having this meeting of the executive committee in Sweden was to have a 
meeting with the Mission Provinces in Scandinavia. They have prepared a whole program for 
Wednesday, when the three provinces of Sweden, Norway and Finland will present 
themselves. If they will and may apply for membership to the ILC will be discussed tomorrow. 
 
21:30 – Close 

Second Session – January 20th, 2016 - Morning 
 
07:30-08:45 – Breakfast 
 
09:15 – Meeting with the Nordic Bishop Conference 
For this joint meeting the Meeting Room “Kungsholm” in the Hotel was used. For this 
Minutes the Notes taken by AC were used (notes attached): 
 
Participants (following the order of seating at the table) 
Dr. Lawrence Rast, Chairman of LCMS CTCR; Rev. Jakob Okkels, Swedish Mission 
Province and Assistant to Bishop; Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of Lutheran Church Canada / 
Vice-Chairman of International Lutheran Council; Hans-Jörg Voigt, Bishop of SELK / 
Chairman of ILC; Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations / Executive Secretary of 
ILC; Rev. Bengt Birgersson, General Secretary for Swedish Mission Province; Roland 
Gustafsson, Presiding Bishop of the Swedish Mission Province; Göran Beijer, Assisting 
Bishop of the Swedish Mission Province; Juhana Pohjola, Dean of the Finish Mission 
Province; Risto Soramies, Bishop of the Finnish Bishop Province; Lars Artman, Assisting 
bishop for Swedish Mission Province; Thor Henrik With, Bishop of the Norwegian Mission 
Province; Rev. Jon Ehlers, Chairman of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England; 
Norberto Gerke, President of the Lutheran Church of Paraguay; Gijsbertus van Hattem, 
President of the Lutheran Church in Belgium / Secretary of the ILC. (List with Email 
Addresses attached in AC’s notes) 
 
Agenda 
9 AM – 12 PM Presentations by the Nordic Bishops and ILC 
12 PM – 1 PM Lunch 
1 PM – 2:30 PM Separate Meetings for Nordic Bishops and ILC 
2:30 PM – 4 PM Joint Discussions – Review of Document 
4 PM – 5 PM Break 
5 PM – 6:30 PM Visitation with Swedish Theological Faculty 
7 PM Dinner at LM Engströms Gymnasium (Bo Giertz Residence while Bishop) 
8:30 PM – 10 PM ILC Meeting 

Introductions 
Each person introduced themselves and provided background information. Bengt Birgersson 
was defrocked by the Church of Sweden in 2006. Roland Gustafsson former missionary in 
Kenya and missionary councilor for Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, and Peru. Göran Beijer Bishop 
of the Polar circle and was defrocked. Juhana Pohjola was defrocked by the Church of Finland 
in 2014. Bishop Risto Soramies was a missionary to Turkey for 40 years. He also was 
defrocked. He said the German prisoners had a joke, which prison were you in during the 
Third Reich. He said in our case we can all ask when we were defrocked. Lars Artman 
assisting bishop for Swedish Mission Province, defrocked in 2006. Thor Henrik With, bishop 
of the Norwegian Mission Province, also defrocked after being consecrated bishop. 
 
Presentations 
International Lutheran Council (ILC) – Presentation by Voigt, Bugbee, Collver. Presented 
regarding its origins and confession. Gave overview of the ILC’s constitution. ILC emphasized 
the words “inspired” and “infallible” in regards to Holy Scriptures. 
 
Mission Province Presentations 
 
Sweden – The Mission Province in Sweden 
Presentation by Bishop Göran Beijer. The Swedish Mission Province began in part in 1958 
after the decision to ordain women. The situation became severe in 1993 when the Church of 
Sweden decided to no longer ordain candidates who refused to accept women’s ordination. In 
the 1980s, the organizers of the mission province looked to the Anglican church for a pattern 
on how to form an organization within the church. By 2002, it was recognized that an 
organization was needed. A committee was formed that created the parameters for a mission 
province. The Swedish Mission Province was created in 2003. It was said from the beginning 
that the system must be episcopal. The first bishop was consecrated in 2005. Help was sought 
from the Baltic States and from Kenya. The bishops of the Swedish Mission Province are 
consecrated in the line of Bo Giertz. Free congregation in the Swedish congregations has a 
connotation of Pentecostalism. So the Swedish Mission Province uses the language of 
koinonia to describe the congregations. A special consistory in Finland was formed which 
eventually became its own province. The Mission province is very sad that the Church of 
Sweden has been slowly liberalizing. Approximately, 1% of the CoS leaves the church each 
year. Originally, 95% of the Swedish citizens were members of the CoS, but now only 65-70% 
are members of the CoS. The Mission Province has a goal in part to preserve the tradition of 
the CoS and to provide a place to worship in a faithful way. The Swedish Mission Province 
now has 12 koinonias, 3-4 are well established. Twenty pastors have been ordained for 
Sweden. There are 25-30 places of worship in Sweden. The college of priests is about 50-60. 
Approximately 1,000 members in the 12 koinonias, although more people are served. The old 
State church system is very much a part of the identity of the country. It is very difficult for a 
person to leave the State Church; it is almost like ceasing to be a Swede. 
 
Finland – The Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland 
Presentation by Bishop Risto Soramies. 
Thirty congregations, 6 mission starts. 48 pastors, about one half employed; 1,800 formal 
members, plus at least another 2,000 who regularly attend. It was founded in 2013, but our 
history is longer than that. The Lutheran Foundation was founded in 1999. The first regular 
church services began in 2000. It all grew from one small congregation in Helsinki. Unified 
culture within the diocese. We are independent and not really a part of the National / State 
Church any more. Most of the pastors are not members of the National / State Church. For all 

practical purposes, the diocese is independent: financially, theologically, and decision making. 
We are not bound to any agreements that the National / State church hold. The diocese rents 
from the 7th Day Adventist and do not own any property. From WWII, the development and 
decline of the theology of the church in Finland has been very rapid. The Finnish mission 
province was originally part of the Swedish mission province, which is now independent. 
 
Question from ILC: How will Scandinavian save its great heritage of theological education? 
This is a problem. There is a theological faculty at the various schools, which is not always so 
bad, but of course, teaches the standard liberal theology we all know. The main problem isn’t 
the liberal theology but simply how irrelevant it is. This is why we have a pastoral institute 
which helps train the pastors; we also send pastors for a STM at the Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne. In Sweden, 15 of the ordained pastors have been trained at the 
Lutheran Theology School in Gothenburg, which also has ties to Concordia Theological 
Seminary. 
 
The Finnish Mission Province’s self-understanding is that we are a church body. The State / 
National Church sees us as an independent church body. The Finnish Mission Province is not 
“technically” a registered church body. The Finnish and Swedish National / State Churches 
cannot expel members and do not want to expel members because they want to keep receiving 
tax funds. The Finnish Mission Provinces’ self-understanding is further along and perhaps 
more advanced than that of the Swedish Mission Province. 
 
Norway – Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway 
Presentation by Bishop Thor Henrik With. 
Norway is the little sister of the three, but in some respect the oldest of the sisters. We are the 
smallest of the church bodies. Four congregations with one mission start. Small church body in 
a population of 5 million people. These congregations are served by 3 pastors and a bishop. 
Three of these five congregations are located north of the polar circle. One congregation is of 
the indigenous people of Sweden, Norway, and Finland — the Sami people (Lapland). 250-
300 people are in regular attendance for Holy Communion. Last year, 3,000 people received 
Holy Communion. The congregations have the background of a State Church in Norway. 
Their origins can be connected to the free abortion law introduced in 1979. Our Bishop Børre 
Knudsen (1937-2014) formed the first congregation of the Norwegian Mission Province. He 
was defrocked by the King of Norway. The new congregations were formed in 1997. Bishop 
Knudsen retired in 2008. Thor Henrik With was consecrated as the successor of Knudsen. 
Knudsen advised With to plant more congregations and to give more attention to 
administration than he did. The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway is defined by the 
constitution and bylaws. “Congregations in which the gospel is taught purely and where the 
Sacraments are administered rightly” is the definition of the diocese. The five confessional 
documents are foundational. The constitution and bylaws seeks to distribute power and 
accountability between the clergy and laity. The bishop heads the consistory. If the consistory 
disagrees with the decision of the bishop, they may appeal to the bishops of the mission 
province. The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway considers itself church. We seek 
fellowship in the ILC. Bishop Børre Knudsen participated in the consecration of the first 
bishop within the Swedish Mission Province. 
 
Question: What is the relationship between The Lutheran Church of Norway, an ILC member, 
and The Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway. 
Answer: Torkild Masvie was a candidate to be the successor of Bishop Børre Knudsen and 
could have been the bishop of the mission province, which he declined for his own reasons. He 

instead formed his own Lutheran Church. Sadly, we are not sure where all the differences lay, 
but now formally, The Lutheran Church of Norway cannot participate with The Evangelical 
Lutheran Diocese in Norway cannot have fellowship because The Lutheran Church of Norway 
cannot have relations with churches not in fellowship with the LCMS. Bishop Thor Henrik 
With would like to have bilateral conversations with The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, 
and would like to be in discussions with the ILC. 
 
After the Lunch Break the ILC and the Nordic Provinces will meet separately for 
approximately one hour. 
 
12:30-13:30 Lunch Break 

Third Session – January 20th, 2016 - Afternoon 
 
13:30 – ILC Strategic Planning 
LR gave a quick overview of the SWOT points of the Strategic Planning (see Minutes from 
previous meetings). He made the observation that these points are always changing. He 
suggested to pick 3 to 7 points for which we would like to set some goals. Ideally 5 points. 
 
1. Communications 
a. Publications – Taking the Journal of Lutheran Mission as an example the ILC should try to 
have its own Journal in three years. That means, that we should work on: 
- Branding, Public Image 
- Material / Content 
- Staff: volunteers, paid /dedicated 
- Translation, can be done by LCMS Office of International Mission 
b. Website 
- Transition to CPH (ILC paid) 
- Copy of actual content, interactive maps, journal 
- Monthly / Weekly update: news, theological reflections, devotions 
- Staff: volunteers, ILC staff 
- Downloadable Brochure 
- Host ILC Members Videos 
- One reliable person in each world area 
- One report from each member church 
 
2. Organization of the ILC – Shall the ILC being a incorporated organization? When? Which 
place? USA, Germany? What about staff? An ad hoc committee should be appointed to do a 
feasible study including: 
- finances 
- organization: vision, goals 
- location 
- incorporation 
- assign statement 
- values 
- staffing: interim, permanent 
 
14:30 – Mission Provinces 
The committee discussed briefly how to deal and proceed with the Mission Provinces. 

14:40 – Break 
 
14:50 – ILC / Bishops’ Conference Resume 
Notes taken by AC: 
 
Review of the Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses 
We read out loud the “Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses.” (see attachment, also as 
attachment included in AC’s notes) 
 
The Mission Province in Sweden, The Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland, and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of Norway submitted one application to the International 
Lutheran Council for each church. The intention of this is that if one Diocese were denied, the 
other two would not join the ILC. After significant conversation, at least, from the perspective 
of the Missouri Synod, the Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses appears similar in 
structure to the Synodical Conference with each church having a vote. The three Dioceses are 
in altar and pulpit fellowship. In practice, there will not be one church body. 
 
15:50-16:00 – Break 
 
ILC Question: Since you claim to have apostolic succession, do you have trouble recognizing 
the ministry in the ILC churches that do not have that. 
Nordic Lutheran Dioceses: No. We have this tradition, but the structure of the church is not 
doctrinally divisive. We recognize the ministry of the Missouri Synod. 
 
ILC Question: Do all three churches accept the Book of Concord? 
Answer: There is a difference in history. The Norwegian and Danish church historically did 
not have the entire Book of Concord. You can possibly be a Lutheran without the entire Book 
of Concord but you cannot be a Lutheran if you are against the Book of Concord. The Book of 
Concord is binding on all three churches. The statement about the Book of Concord in this 
document is based upon the Church Law of Swedish from 1696. 
 
ILC Question: Does the Swedish Mission Province view itself as a Church? 
Answer: When “church” is translated into Swedish, it is true that we do not necessarily like to 
use that word. However, the Swedish Mission Province is a distinct church body. We are not 
under, in, or part of the Church of Sweden. We are distinct. The Swedish Mission Province 
follows in the tradition of the Lutheran church for the past 500 years. The Swedish Mission 
Province does recognize there are some Christians who believe and confess exactly what the 
Swedish Mission Province does within the Church of Sweden. As a matter of pastoral care, the 
Swedish Mission Province does commune or provide spiritually care for some people who are 
still within the Church of Sweden. However, the Church of Sweden is a separate church body 
from the Swedish Mission Province. 
 
We had a significant discussion related to fellowship. As well as how the Swedish Mission 
Diocese will admit some people who are still members of the CoS to Holy Communion as a 
matter of pastoral care. 
 
16:30 – Close 
Bishop Roland Gustafsson concluded the joint meeting with a reading from Philippians and 
prayer. 

Next Steps 
Per the ILC policy for membership, the Nordic Lutheran Dioceses will each separately apply 
for membership in the ILC. Each will submit a letter from the Bishop with the church body’s 
constitution. The Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses statement will be attached as an 
amendment. 
 
17:00 –Walking Tour to the Seminary and former Bishop’s Palace 
The group left the Hotel for a short walk to Ekmansgatan 3 for a visit to The Lutheran School 
of Theology (LSTG) in Gothenburg The background and history from 1792 to 2014 that led to 
the creation of the Lutheran School of Theology was presented. The Lutheran School of 
Theology (LSTG) is where the pastors for the Swedish Mission Province are trained. CTS Fort 
Wayne and LSTG have a partnership for an STM degree. After the presentation by Rune 
Imberg (as attachment included in AC’s notes) the group walked to the former Bishop’s Palace 
at Valgatan where also Bo Giertz lived while bishop from 1949-1970. Now it is the LM 
Engströms Gymnasium, a Christian gymnasium with more than 500 students. 
 
18:20 – Dinner 
Dinner was served in the building next door also belonging to the Gymnasium. 
 
20:30-21:00 – Walking Tour to the Hotel 

Fourth Session – January 21st, 2016 – Morning 
 
07:30-08:45 – Breakfast 
 
08:50 – Devotion 
For this session the Meeting Room “Gripsholm” in the Hotel was used. The session started 
with singing Hymn LSB 397 and prayer by RB. 
 
08:55 – Upcoming meeting with the LWF 
The next annual meeting between ILC and LWF will be on the 24th and 25th February in 
Wittenberg in the building of the Old Latin School. The delegation on behalf of the ILC will 
be HJV, AC, CE, JE and GvH. On the Agenda the letter LWF General Secretary Martin Junge 
send to HJV after the Conference in Argentina. Also a response to the LWF paper “From 
Conflict to Communion”, and to the document “Understanding the Gift of Communion” (see 
 We need a 
Policy Statement about how to deal with other churches and organizations. Will be drafted 
later this session. Also statements form ILC member Church on the Joint Declaration could be 
on the agenda. The proposed Schedule for the meeting is as follows: 
February 23, Tuesday: 
14:00 – ILC EC meeting 
20:00 – ILC / LWF 
February 24, Wednesday: 
9:00-18;00 – ILC / LWF 
February 25, Thursday: 
9:00-14:00 – ILC / LWF 
Arriving on Tuesday morning or Monday. Leaving on Thursday afternoon. 

09:55 – Break 
 
10:15 – Policy Statement 
In order to have guidelines on how to deal with other churches and organizations outside the 
ILC a Policy Statement was drafted and discussed (see below and as attachment). It was 
decided to present it to the member churches as a draft for review and comments for adoption 
in the future. Adopted. 
 
International Lutheran Council Policy Statement Regarding International Relationships 
Approved for release and review by ILC Executive Committee on 21 January 2016 
 
Introduction 
The International Lutheran Council (ILC) is a worldwide association of established confessional Lutheran church 
bodies which proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of an unconditional commitment to the Holy 
Scriptures as the inspired and infallible Word of God and to the Lutheran Confessions contained in the Book of 
Concord as the true and faithful exposition of the Word of God. The ILC exists for the purpose of encouraging, 
strengthening, and promoting confessional Lutheran theology and practice centering in Jesus Christ, both among 
member churches and throughout the world. 
 
Policy Points 
1. The ILC respects the autonomy both of member and non-member church bodies. 
2. The ILC permits dual membership with other organizations (such as with the ILC and LWF), provided that 
such membership does not violate the ILC’s confessional commitment. 
3. The ILC seeks to facilitate fellowship but does not regard itself as a communion, even if certain of its member 
church bodies are in communion with each other. 
4. The ILC invites response and comment to its official publications and statements. 
5. The ILC does not regard dissent from its own viewpoints or critique of the viewpoints of others as disrespectful 
per se, but as a healthy part of honest ecumenical dialogue and interaction. 
6. The ILC encourages the true unity of the Church based upon the doctrine and practice found in the Holy 
Scriptures and interpreted by the Lutheran Confessions. 
7. The ILC seeks to engage in conversation with other Christian church bodies (both Lutheran and non-Lutheran) 
who seek to confess common truths of Scripture, and to acknowledge honest differences with mutual respect. 
8. As a result, the ILC welcomes the opportunity to share its perspective with those outside the ILC by attending 
their events and by inviting them to ILC events. 
9. The ILC engages church bodies outside itself with a genuine ecumenical spirit. 
10. The ILC seeks to foster theological study and discussion, produce publications that promote such study, and 
which provide comment and critique upon other view points 
 
11:10 – World Seminaries Conference 
The Seminaries Relation Committee hold a meeting on October 6th, 2015 in Wittenberg to plan 
and organize the next Seminaries World Conference. AC attended the meeting and wrote the 
Minutes (see attachment). The conference will be on the 11th-13th of October 2016, 
participants should plan to arrive on the 10th and leave on the 14th. The invitations are ready 
and will be send out by AC by the end of this Month. There was a question if churches with 
two seminaries will be invited to send one or two representatives. To refresh our memories 
about what the EC discussed and adopted regarding the WSC and SRC at the last conference 
in Palanga in 2013 the following topics from the minutes of that meeting are pasted in below. 
The EC resolved that the ILC will cover the expenses for travel and lodging for one 
representative of each seminary. A second representative can attend, but he or his church is 
responsible for his expenses. 
 
4.1 World Seminaries Conference / Funding Status (10.30) 
a. WSC – The cost of the Conference has far exceeded the initial calculations of around U$ 120,000.00, it is now 
estimated at around 155,000.00. Hence the Schwan Foundation’s grant of U$ 100,000.00 will not cover the cost. 
Neither will the Foundation increase the grant. Total number of participants including guests is around 70 

persons. Two representatives of each seminary and one representative for those churches without seminaries. To 
reduce expenses for future conferences only one representative of each seminary and one of each church without 
seminary will be invited to attend. 
 
Resolved that for future seminaries conferences the ILC will cover the expenses for travel and lodging for one 
representative of each seminary. A second representative can attend, but he or his church is responsible for his 
expenses. Adopted 
 
b. SRC – Appointments for the Seminaries Relations Committee (SRC) are due and are to be made by the EC. 
This point is added to the Agenda as 8.4. (See point 5 below) 
 
5. (8.4) Seminaries Relations Committee (SRC) (15.10) 
The report of the chairman HJV will be delivered later. Instead point 8.4 on the Agenda is treated. The 
Seminaries Relations’ Committee is composed by one seminary professor of each ILC World Area. They are 
appointed by the EC for two terms (a term has three years since the ILC Conference in Korea 2009), and may be 
reappointed. To ensure continuation half of the SRC is replaced after each term. Up to the Palanga conference the 
committee was formed by Michael Adoga (Africa), Jin-Seop Eom (Asia/Australia), Reginald Quirk (Europe), 
Gerson Linden (Latin America), Douglas Rutt (North America). This time the representatives for Asia/Australia, 
Europe and North America need to be appointed. The EC (re)appointed respectively Jin-Seop Eom, Werner Klän 
and Timothy Quill. Gerson Linden is appointed as chairman. They will be consulted during the break. 
 
Discussion on the working of the SRC and of the WSC in general followed. The first WSC was in 2001 in 
Canoas (Brazil), followed by Erfurt (Germany) in 2004, Johannesburg (South Africa) in 2007, Fort Wayne (USA) 
in 2010, and now the 5th in Palanga (Lithuania). There are no written guidelines or whatsoever. The organization 
of the 5th conference was somehow hindered by transferring it from St. Petersburg to Palanga. Also the chairman 
of the committee resigned just when he was most needed. This is why AC joined the SRC in the last months. RB 
offered to talk with Dr. Douglas Rutt, the longest serving representative, and to write guidelines for the WSC. 
 
Further it was noted that a conference in high season (July, Agust) on the northern hemisphere increased the 
travel costs. Also something to avoid in the future. High season also resulted in the extra hotel costs in Klaipeda 
(U$ 20,000.00) since no lodging was anymore available in Palanga. Airport Hotel in Vilnius costed another U$ 
6,000.00 and transportation from Vilnius to Palanga and back, and the daily Shuttle between Klaipeda and 
Palanga U$ 5,000.00. 
 
Resolved that the SRC plans the conference and may propose places and dates, but all depends on the approval of 
the EC. Adopted 
 
7. Seminaries Relations Committee (16:50) (cont.) 
During the break the appointed members by the EC could all be reached and all accepted the appointment. The 
members of the new Seminaries relations Committee are: Dr. Michael Adoga (Africa), Dr; Jin-Seop Eom 
(Asia/Australia), Dr. Werner Klän (Europe), Prof. Gerson Linden (Latin America, Chairman), Dr. Timothy Quill 
(North America). HJV will announce the result to the conference after the evening devotion. RB could report that 
his talks with Douglas Rutt in the break were helpful for the guidelines to be written. See also point 20. 
 
20. SRC Appointments (10.37) 
Resolved that AC will inform officially the new members of the SRC about their appointments. Adopted 
 
11:30 – Next ILC EC Meeting 
The next meeting of the EC will be in Wittenberg in February, though not all members will be 
attending. The following meeting will then be during the WSC in October. For the time being 
the proposition is to meet on Monday, October 10 from 14-17h and on Friday 14 from 8-
12h. In the afternoon of the 14th the committee for the PCPCU will meet. 
 
11:40 – WSC Guidelines 
This guidelines still needs to be written. AC proposed that after the conference during the EC 
meeting on Friday 14 we could sit with Gerson Linden and Werner Klän and write them. 
 
11:45 – Reception of New Members 

AC would like to have other ways to accept new members than only on the World Conference. 
He would like to see more dynamism in the process. Topic to be discussed during the next 
meeting. 
 
11:55 – Member Fees 
The basic member fee for all member churches is US 300.00. Should this be increased? Also a 
topic to be discussed next meeting. 
 
12:00 – Close 
The meeting was closed with RB praying Hymn LSB 777. 
 
12:00-13:00 Lunch 
 
Gijsbertus van Hattem 
Secretary 
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1 Visit to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark Copenhagen, Denmark 21 – 22 January 2016 Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations / ILC Executive Secretary

Pastor Leif Jenson and Dr. Albert Collver in Martin’s Church, Copenhagen, Denmark

At the conclusion of the ILC Executive meeting in Gothenburg, Sweden, on 21 January 2016, I traveled to Copenhagen, Denmark, to meet with President Leif Jenson of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark and the members of Martin’s Church.

The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark is one of the oldest international partners of the Missouri Synod going back to 1880 (or 136 years). The Evangelical Free Church in Denmark came into contact with the Missouri Synod via the Saxon Free Church in Germany (a predecessor body to SELK). Several pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark have been trained within the Missouri Synod. Presently, the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark has three pastors and 90 active members.

The Danish Evangelical-Lutheran Freechurch was founded in 1855 by N.P. Grunnet in the midst of tension between Awakening Movements on the one side and secularism in the state church on the other side. There was a desperate need for a Gospel-centered church where the Sacraments were administered according to the will of the Lord. “The lost sheep of the Lord

2 should be found and be given its fellowship back.” The heritage of Grunnet was Luther, Kingo and Pondoppidan. His contemporaries were Bech, Grundtvig, and Kierkegaard. During the next two-three decades the church grew, and congregations were established in many parts of Denmark.

A week before Kierkegaard’s death, Pastor Grunnet contacted Kierkegaard and said, “I have established the church you wrote about. Please come join us.” It is reported that Kierkegaard was “silent” at the invitation.

In 1882 N.P. Grunnet visited the Evangelical Lutheran Freechurch in Saxony, and church fellowship was established. Through this relationship the first contacts with the Missouri Synod were made. In 1898 a missionary from the United States, J.M. Michael, was called to serve in Hamburg where he founded Trinity congregation. Later he came to Denmark where he became the leader of The Evangelical-Lutheran Freechurch (from 1900 to 1925). Although the Freechurch did not experience growth in numbers, a little flock was fed with the Gospel and nurtured by the Sacraments. Two sons of J.M. Michael served the Freechurch before and after the second World War, and one of them, Pastor Paul Michael, D.D., served as the only pastor in the ELFD, 1955-1980.

Pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark

Dinner was served at Martin’s Church in Copenhagen. The members of the church gathered to hear a presentation about the Missouri Synod and about the International Lutheran Council.

3

When the church was renovated about 10 years ago, the founding document of the Martin’s Congregation from 1855 was found in the altar. The document pledges unfailing commitment to the Holy Scriptures and confesses that the Lutheran Confessions are a correct exposition of the Holy Scriptures.

Pastor Jensen explained how important the LCMS-ELS-WELS conversations are to the churches in Europe. He showed correspondence between his church and other “confessional” Lutheran churches that have been separated since the suspension of fellowship between WELS and LCMS in 1962 since December 2015. These various, small confessional churches around Europe in light of the LCMS-ELS-WELS conversations have decided to at least be in contact with one another, if not pursuing deeper discussions. Pastor Jensen has been in correspondence with the Free Church in Germany since December. He wanted the Missouri Synod to know and realize what a blessing the WELS conversations have been to the churches in Europe.

4 Another matter of discussion involved the dispute over the removal of Pastor Vagn Lyrstrand from the Martin’s Church in 2007. Pastor Lyrstrand has garnered support of several Nordic pastors in Sweden, Norway, and North America since his removal. He has maintained that he was removed illicitly, and has spoken poorly of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark. Because the number of confessional Lutherans in the Nordic countries are few, his “case” is common knowledge and has been frequently discussed. Unsolicited by me, pastors in various churches in Norway and Sweden spoke to me about the removal of Pastor Lyrstrand. The common message expressed was “it is an unfortunate situation but in our opinion the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark could have acted no differently. The people in Norway and Sweden who spoke with me, including church bodies such as DELK, have expressed support for Pastor Jensen and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark.

Pastor Lyrstrand has written me appealing to the Missouri Synod and the International Lutheran Council for support. As a result of meetings with various church leaders and with the congregation who expelled him, I wrote the following letter to him:

From: Albert B Collver albert.collver@lcms.org Subject: Follow Up and Response Date: January GMT+1 To: vagn.lyrstrand@gmail.com Cc: The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark lutheran@vivit.dk , Matthew Harrison mch@lcms.org

Dear Vagn:

Greetings in the Name of Jesus!

I have spent the past two weeks traveling between Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, meeting with many pastors, church bodies, and mission societies in my duties as Director of Church Relations for the Missouri Synod and as the Executive Secretary of the International Lutheran Council.

In light of my first letter to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark and your subsequent emails to me, I would like to provide some clarification. I wrote to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark with an offer to provide moderation and assistance if desired, because I was concerned about their reputation among the various Nordic church bodies and groups, in particular NELA. My desire and intention was not to reopen the decision of an autonomous church body, as neither the Missouri Synod nor the International Lutheran Council has any right to interfere in the self-governence of a church body. My concern was primarily related to the broader ecumenical Lutheran relations between the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark and other Nordic groups. It was in this context that we first heard about the situation involving you, and it was in this context that an offer of assistance, if desired was offered to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark.

5 During my travels, the situation involving you and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark came up in conversation without being mentioned by me. The people who spoke to me in Norway, Sweden, and Denmark indicated with sadness that the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark unfortunately had no other option but to deal with you in the manner they did. It is not my position to judge or adjudicate the matter, but it is clear to me that in the broader Lutheran and ecumenical context, the decision of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark is respected and believed to be just.

It is never a joyful matter when there is conflict within the Church of God. I am sorry for any grief the entire matter has caused you personally and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark.

I do not want you to have the impression that either The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or the International Lutheran Council will adjudicate or judge the matter decided by the autonomous and self-governing Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark. Based upon the meetings I have had with various pastors and church leaders, as well as correspondence shown to me, I see no reason to continue to offer mediation in this situation. I do not wish you ill, but pray that you find peace in Christ and if possible, peace with the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark.

In Christ,

abc3+

Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. LCMS Director of Church Relations ILC Executive Secretary

cc: Rev. Leif Jensen, President of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark

Matthew C. Harrison, President of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

It is hoped that this letter will quiet the matter. Church Relations recommends that Missouri Synod people do not become engaged in this matter.

The visit to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark was very good. The last visit from Missouri Synod officials to this church was in 2004 when Dr. Samuel Nafzger and President Kieschnick came for a brief visit.

The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark is very pleased with the direction of the Missouri Synod, holds the Missouri Synod in prayer, and hopes for further engagement in the future.

Photographs from “Visit to the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark” (2016-01-22).
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1 
LCMS-EECMY-MYS Consultation Minutes 
4 February 2016 
 
Representatives: Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa (EECMY), Dr. Belay Olam (MYS), Dr. Yacob Godebo (MYS), 
Dr. Albert Collver (LCMS), Dr. Lawrence Rast (CTS), Dr. Jeffrey Kloha (CSL), Rev. Shauen Trump 
(LCMS OIM), Dr. Tilhaun Mekonnen Mended (LCMS), Prof. Robert Roethemeyer (CTS), et al. 
 
Contents: 
 
• Minutes 
• Prof. Robert Roethemeyer’s Notes 
• Dr. Detlev Schultz’s Doctorate Proposal 
 
Agenda Items: 
 
• 
MYS Courses 
• 
LCMS Professors 
• 
MA Thesis Advising 
• 
Scholarships 
• 
Intensive Courses in Addis 
• 
Mentoring Possibilities 
• 
Future Items 
• 
Library Developments 
• 
Internet Capacity 
• 
Dr. Schultz’s Proposal 
• 
Deaconesses 
• 
Other Items 
• 
Print Shop 
• 
Dining Hall 
• 
Communication 
• 
EECMY Projects 
• 
Connection with LCMS Universities 
• 
Leadership / Management – Future staffing 
 
Action Items: 
 
• 
Coordinating MYS Classes and LCMS Professors (Dr. Yacob / Roethemeyer / 
Schumacher) for 2016-2017 
• 
Understanding what courses will be offered in 2016-2017 
• 
MYS Professors Slotted First 
• 
The blank areas filled by LCMS / ILC Professors (Primarily Short term – Should be 
4 weeks minimum) 
• 
RR / WS coordinate with Quill 
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• 
Professor List Sent to MYS and then to EECMY HQ for approval in 
management meeting 
• 
VISA Issue for Professors 
• 
VISA for Visiting Professors Should be Done by Head Office 
• 
MA Thesis Advising 
• 
MYS: Professors are Cooperating and Students Mostly Happy. One item: advisors 
can only handle 2 students. 
• 
Maximize MYS capacity and LCMS Professor advising 
• 
Students Assigned to Professors Already Planning to Come to MYS 
• 
No LCMS Profs coming for MA Advising only 
• 
MYS Anticipates Cost Per Student is $3,114.46. 
• 
LCMS will inform MYS student scholarship amount for 2016-2017 
• 
MYS will adjust its budget and / or student count in the MA program 
accordingly 
• 
Mentoring Possibilities – Idea to Have Professionals from EECMY / LCMS to Share 
Experiences 
• 
EECMY sets priorities for visitors (Berhanu) 
• 
LCMS examines budget to see what is possible. 
• 
Library Developments (RR) 
• 
Added About 100 Books (recent Lutheran books from Concordia Publishing 
House) 
• 
Adding the LCMS Journals to the MYS Library Collection 
• 
Weakest in African collection from ACTEA Perspective 
• 
Biggest Library Challenge is the Journal Collection 
• 
Weakness in Books Required for Classes 
• 
Put Acquisitions into Budget 
• 
Deal with Customs 
• 
Dr. Tihlaun will find 40-50 individuals to purchase journals for MYS 
• 
Faculty Members Identify List of Books needed (MYS) 
• 
Internet Capacity / Access 
• 
Operation of Internet has improved over past year 
• 
MYS paying for largest amount available from ET but not receiving entire amount 
paid for. 
• 
PhD Proposal (Dr. Schulz) 
• 
Is it possible? 
• 
Intensives? 
• 
Put a MTh or STM before PhD 
• 
MYS Faculty Composition / Capacity to teach the PhD program 
• 
Course Descriptions Need to Be Developed 
• 
50% of faculty must be Ethiopian with plan to develop all Ethiopian faculty in 5-
10 years. 
• 
Committee to Study (RR / DS / WS; Fufa / Dr. Yacob – Dr Tilahun as able) – JUNE 
2016 
• 
Faculty 
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• 
Curriculum development 
• 
Library / Internet Access 
• 
Finance 
• 
Research Skills / Methodology 
• 
Program Focus / Area – develop faculty for Regional Seminaries 
• 
Bridge Degree / Program 
• 
ACTEA Standards 
• 
Admission Standards 
• 
Facilities 
• 
Credit Transfer Plan 
 
Respectfully Submitted: Dr. Albert B. Collver 

4 
Review of Action Plan – Robert Roethemeyer 
4 February 2016 
Immediate 
 
Mentoring 
• Prof. Roethemeyer hosted MYS librarian Mehret-Ab Bereke at CTSFW in July. 
• Prof. Roethemeyer provided some mentoring for Mr. Fufa on accreditation and 
assessment issues during May-June and September-October visits to MYS. 
• Visa for Gedion was denied, so that mentoring did not happen. 
• Otherwise minimal progress here. 
Accreditation 
• ACTEA accredits programs, not institutions. 
• Reaffirmation of accreditation for BTh program. 
• First look at MA in Theology program. 
• You announce program. You get underway. Then you look at progress. 
• ACTEA visit delayed until May. 
Printing Press 
• LCMS did not have funding capacity. 
• MYS spending much money on outside for printing of materials. 
Books for Africa 
• Trying to mix theology books with leadership and management. 
• The Ethiopian Knowledge and Technology Transfer Society 
o Helps with import of books, computers, and medical supplies 
o May cost up to $18,000 per container from Minnesota 
o Includes transportation, customs clearing, book transactions, storage fee, and 
loading and unloading 
• CPH has only one printing press in their possession. 64 page limit on this one machine 
remaining in-house. Most publishers are off-loading the printing of books to overseas 
presses. 
Schedule for LCMS Professors 
• Functioned well. 
• This past year, Concordia Seminary and Concordia Theological Seminary overseas 
teaching commitments were focused largely on MYS. 
• Very successful from MYS point of view. 
• Professors are coming with materials that are not available here. Students appreciate. 
MA Advisors 
• LCMS professors served as co-advisors with MYS faculty for some MA theses. 
• This process was suggested and funded by Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis. 
• 30 graduated last year; 35 admitted this year 
• Advising needs continue 
Scholarships 
• Funds are given to two seminaries; each does own admission process. 
• Visa denials this past year 
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• CSL asking US Representative to place “Person of interest” note into file of students 
• Bereket and Tsegaye to Concordia University Chicago. Need funding. 
Curriculum and Curriculum Assessment 
• Progress made here 
• MA 
o Gedion, Dr. Schumacher, and Prof. Roethemeyer worked to create a course 
numbering structure for the courses in the Systematics track of the MA program 
in January. Gedion was working to gather course descriptions from syllabi that 
could then be used in the catalog. Prof. Roethemeyer worked to have professors 
teaching this past fall make use of the syllabus template developed for the MA 
program. 
• PhD 
o Space: Council has decided that BTh will move to nearby site, creating space for 
MA and PhD development here 
o Personnel: June 2016 two other students finishing PhD studies beyond Lalissa 
Gemechis, who is studying at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne 
• Curriculum (Rev. Teshome) 
o Institutional objectives 
o Program objectives 
o Course objectives 
OIM Update from Rev. Shauen Trump 
• Missionaries Mark Rabe and Eric Stinnett are in Kenya awaiting work permits 
• Are working to become Amharic proficient; start teaching in January 2017 
• LCMS currently rent three houses; two on the main compound and one on an adjoining 
compound that is unsuitable for families with children; will work with Dr. Belay to 
arrange a house swap for another one on campus. 
• GSI house will still be needed for another year for visiting professors along with two 
missionary houses on campus. 
• Still recruiting another LCMS missionary with a PhD to teach here. 
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Ph.D. in Confessional Theology 
Proposed by Dr. Klaus Detlev Schulz, Concordia Theological Seminary 
 
Location: Central Seminary (MYS), EECMY, Addis Ababa 
 
Description: 
The PhD in Confessional Theology is a three year program with 1 1⁄2 years of course work, 1⁄2 year 
of directed readings and competency exams, 1 year of research and dissertation. Total number 
of credit hours is 96 (see suggested break down below). Qualification for the PhD is the MA 
degree (both tracks of MA at MYS qualify) and a student’s demonstration of competency in the 
English language. 
Concentration: 
The PhD’s concentration is in Confessional Theology. The courses in the PhD program will be 
selected from all four disciplines: Exegetical, Systematics, History and Pastoral Theology. Of the 
total number of courses offered (16 courses=48 quarter hours), 10 courses will concentrate on 
Lutheran theology (Dogmatic History and Systematic Theology) and the remaining 5 courses 
may include subject matter from Exegetical, Historical and Pastoral theology. One course will be 
the PhD seminar which will take place once weekly during the first semester in the program. 
Cohort System: 
The PhD program starts in September of every year. It is not possible for students to begin the 
PhD program at any other time of the year. However, students, who have already enrolled but 
have not completed the course work (for various reasons), may be invited back into the 
program at any time. 
Breakdown and Duration of courses: 
- 
Block 1-6: 1 1⁄2 year of course work with 48 quarter hours of coursework; 
- 
Block 7-8: last 1⁄2 of second year: 16 hours of directed readings and competency exams; 
- 
Block 9-12 of 3rd year: 32 hours of dissertation research and writing. 
Two blocks equal to one semester. The first three semesters (block 1-4 of first year and block 1-
2 of second year) will be course work. The fourth semester (block 3 and 4 of the second year) 
will be on directed readings and competency exams. The fifth and sixth semester (block 1-4 of 
third year) will have the dissertation proposal and the dissertation writing and defense. A 
maximum of three Independent Studies (IS) may be assigned. The first semester (Block 1 and 2) 
will have a PhD seminar (one course of three quarter hours) which all PhD students in residence 
will attend. 
Each semester has 5 courses (the first semester has 6). The arrangement of courses during a 
semester may vary: One, two or three courses may run over the two blocks (a semester); some 
may be taught as intensives (2 weeks) or some may be taught in a one block session. 
Academic Calendar 
Focus 
Credit hours and courses 
First Year 

Block 1 (Semester 1) 
Course work 
18 hours (5 courses) plus 3 
hours (1 course) PhD seminar 
Block 2 (Semester 1) 
Course work 
 
Block 3 (Semester 2) 
Course work 
15 hours (5 courses) 
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Block 4 (Semester 2) 
Course work 
 
Second Year 

Block 1 (5) (Semester 3) 
Course work 
15 hours (5 courses) 
Block 2 (6) (Semester 3) 
Course work 
 
Block 3 (7) (Semester 4) 
Directed readings 
16 hours (8 credit hours for 
directed readings and 8 
credit hours for competency 
exams) 
Block 4 (8) (Semester 4) 
Directed readings 
Competency exams 
 
Third Year 

Block 1 (9) (Semester 5) 
Proposal and Dissertation 
32 hours (9 hours for 
proposal and 23 hours for 
dissertation and defense) 
Block 2 (10) (Semester 5) 
Dissertation 
 
Block 3 (11) (Semester 6) 
Dissertation 
 
Block 4 (12) (Semester 6) 
Dissertation and Oral 
Defense 

Graduation and Conferral of 
Degree 

Course Topics: 
1. Core Concentration Courses (10 courses): The courses will focus on the following areas, 
such as: Lutheran Confessions, Luther’s life and Theology, 16th and 17th Century 
Lutheran Theologians; Contemporary Theologians and Theologies. 
2. Electives (5 courses): A selection of courses from Exegetical, Pastoral, and Historical 
Theology, such as: Hermeneutics, Theologies of Old and NT Testament, Early and 
Medieval Church, Missiology, Preaching Law and Gospel. 
3. Seminar (1 course): Meeting of PhD students in which important topics are discussed 
and progress of students is monitored. 
Research Methodology: 
The PhD in Confessional Theology includes a number of methodologies: 1. a library based 
research method; 2. A field research methodology (qualitative / quantitative); 3. A hybrid of 
both 1 and 2. 
Competency exams (2 exams @ 3 hours): 
The competency exams will be based on the core concentration (10 courses): The first exam will 
include subject matter from courses on Luther and the Confessions. The second exam includes 
subject matter on the 17th -18th Centuries and modern theologies and theologians. 
Monitoring a student’s progress: 
The PhD program director will ensure that every student registers for the course and is only 
accredited the hours for the course upon its completion. Incompletes must be completed 
within the block that follows the block when the course should have been completed. 
Registration for the directed readings must occur at least two weeks before the beginning of 
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block 3 of the second year and only upon registration for the competency exams will the 
student receive credit for the 8 hours assigned for the directed readings. The student will 
receive the 8 credit hours for the exams upon their successful completion. A student is allowed 
to retake each exam only once. Registration for the proposal must occur upon successful 
completion of the exams, and only after the submitted proposal is accepted by the committee 
will the student receive 9 credit hours. The student will register for the dissertation 
immediately after his proposal was accepted. The dissertation must be submitted three weeks 
before the oral defense which will occur by the end of block 4 in the third year. Should the 
student not complete the dissertation within the official time, he/she may apply for an 
extension at the beginning of every block. Total extension time may not exceed 2 years (four 
semesters after the official time the dissertation should have been submitted). 
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1 Lutheran Church in Nuba Mountains Report Dr. Albert B. Collver, Director of Church Relations 8 February 2016

Younan Khalid, Candidate for Ordination

(youmankhalid@gmail.com) Phone: 09 56456340

Met in Juba on 8 February 2016

Connection to Younan was made via Robert Lutz, a Commissioned Minister of Religion -- school teacher from Northern Minnesota).

2 Lutherans in Nuba Mountains, 10 congregations, under one pastor, Rev. Mosa. Also, Pastor Abel, who is suspended by Bishop Noah Wilson Rule over a stolen motorbike. Pastor Abel then sent letters about the Bishop to other people and was suspended. About 1000 people. One congregation had about 200 people. Many people scattered.

This work was started by LCMS in 2001, started by Claude Houge from Nairobi, Kenya. The Church is still surviving. Would like to renew relationship with the LCMS.

Sudan is primarily Muslim and there is no freedom of religion, Sharia Law. The church in Nuba Mountains largely underground. For the church to survive, pastors need to be trained. Some of those trained will be pastors while others will serve as teachers for future pastors in Sudan. The situation is difficult but all things are possible with God.

Need basic human necessities. The Nuba Mountains are a war zone.

Younan can serve as a link. No one is talking to the people in Nuba Mountains. Biggest issue is that the pastors are not well trained. We need to establish training. The church cannot survive without pastors. We have had "relationship" with Missouri Synod for 15 years but we have not received benefit from this.

Younan realizes the Missouri Synod did not intend to neglect the people of the Nuba Mountains but it happened due to a lack of contact. Younan is friends with Rev. James May. To date, James May has not visited or provided training. No connection to Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF), except for materials. The Lutherans in Nuba Mountains would prefer to have a relationship with the Missouri Synod, rather than some other group.

3 Biggest Need:

1. Gospel Outreach 2. Humanitarian Aid, including medicine to those in war zone and displaced people. 3. Theological education. There is no theological education (or even primary education on the Sudan side). 4. Pastor Training for 3-5 pastors. Ideally, we would like 2-3 people trained a year. 5. Send Missionaries

Humanitarian aid would have to be sent to Juba, South Sudan, and then taken by the Nuba, Lutherans into Sudan. There is no official way to travel between Sudan and South Sudan, the Lutherans "sneak" across the boarder.

The Nuba Lutheran Community established a small congregation in Juba, South Sudan, led by an Evangelist. Loosely connected to Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan / Sudan, but not really officially. The desire of the Nuba Lutherans is to be independent.

Younan traveling to Nairobi, Kenya, to study in the Fall of 2016 with James May and Robert Rahn guest house for 1 year.

Discussed possibility of offering a scholarship to study in either Ghana or Kenya for seminary training. Also discussed possibility of speaking to World Relief and Human Care (OIM) if any humanitarian aid is possible.

Asked Younan about the Anglican Church of South Sudan. He said he heard they want to be Lutheran. He has some contact with some of their bishops. He thinks it is a good idea for the LCMS to try and help the Anglicans become Lutherans. He said the ELCSS is not interested in expanding or helping the Anglicans but some of the pastors are interested in helping.

Younan said the situation in Yambio (the LHF compound is not good) as there is much rebel fighting et al now. The situation is not safe or stable. The rebels, the arrow boys, and the army are fighting.

Prayed for the church in Nuba Mountains, Sudan.

Photographs from “Lutheran Church in Nuba Mountains Report abc3” (2016-02-08).
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1 Meeting Between Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church and Missouri Synod Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations 10 February 2016

Pictured: Endale Awgichew (EELC General Secretary), Rev. Shauen Trump (LCMS East Africa Area Director), Albert Collver (LCMS Director of Church Relations), Dawit Tufa (EELC President), Musie Alazar (Addis Ababa Synod President)

About the Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church

The Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) is the fruit of the missionary work of the former Swedish Lutheran Mission (Bibeltrogna Vanner – literally Bible True Friends – SLM BV) that was founded in 1911. It previously had been working in partnership with other organizations, especially from the South of Sweden. The first missionaries of SLM BV were Joseph Svensson and Anton Johnsson. They arrived in Addis Ababa in 1921. Within a year, they were able to approach Emperor Haile Sillassie I. In 1924, a new school was built in Gulele near Ras Desta Damtew Hospital, which is where the current Head Office is located.

2 New Mission stations were opened in different places: Harar (1925), Dire Dawa (1928), Alemaya (1942), Assela (1946), Kofele (1954), Qersa (1940, Laqi Herera (1965), Bosa Wolaita (1965), and Sodo Wolaita (1978).

The various mission societies, which made up the EECMY and the EELC, were given the areas to work by the Emperor. They could not work in competition with each other but where assigned locations. The North of Ethiopia was not allowed due to the Orthodox churches. The areas where the various mission societies worked were in areas where either traditional religion or Islam held sway.

The EELC primarily works in areas with large Muslim populations.

In 1959, the various mission societies, including SLM BV, held a meeting to create one national church in Ethiopia. Due to a dispute over the name, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, the SLM BV did not agree to participate in the national church. The SLM BV maintained that the national church should have “Lutheran” as part of the name. As a result, the “Lutheran Church in Ethiopia” was formed in 1960. The SLM BV granted the EELC full autonomy in 1975 with the signing of “The Integration Agreement.”

In 2010, the “Lutheran Church in Ethiopia” changed its name to “Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC).” The former SLM BV now is known as the Evangelical Lutheran Mission (ELM).

The EELC has six geographical Synods: Wolita Synod, Dawro Synod, Arsi Synod, Eastern Synod, Addis Abba Synod, and Hadiya Synod. The EELC has about 26,000 members in 150 congregations, with 66 pastors, and more than 120 evangelists. The church has not grown rapidly. Part of the slow growth was due to the fact that the SLM BV essentially ran the church until 1975, which was followed by the communist rule. Additionally, the EELC works in a difficult context primarily among Muslims.

The church holds a General Assembly, which is the highest decision making body in the church. The Executive Committee consists of two representatives from each synod who assist in the work at the head office. Each Synod is composed of people who share the same language and culture.

The pastors are trained in Asella at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, which offers short and long term programs, culminating in a 3-year diploma. Asella is in Central Ethiopia, approximately 175 km from Addis Ababa. The seminary in Asella teaches all classes in English. Presently, the Asella seminary has 8 students. The church also has another training center / seminary in Southern Ethiopia which offers a certificate. Classes there are taught in English and Amharic. Ordination is reserved for males.

The structure of the church is Head Office – Synods – Parishes (made up of 10 congregations) – congregations and schools.

3 The church did not expand as much as possible or desired. After the missionaries left, the church began to expand. Working in Muslim dominated areas in the East.

Pastors conference meets once a year. Apparently, the LCMS sponsored a conference once. A special training happens at this conference.

There are two departments under the head office: Gospel Department (outreach) and Development (human care).

The liturgy of EECMY and EELC is the same. The EELC’s worship is similar to that found in the EECMY’s mother church in Addis Ababa. The EELC’s worship outside of Addis and the surrounding regions, that is in the East and the South, has Pentecostal elements, which the church is trying to eliminate.

15 years ago there were discussions between the two churches to merge but women's ordination in the EECMY prevented the merging of the two church bodies. The other hindrance to merger was the EECMY’s internal dispute over the Oromo and Amharic languages. (The dispute over Oromo and Amharic is what brought both Drs. Berhanu and Tilahun of the EECMY to the United States.) Despite this, the EECMY and the EELC maintain cordial relations. (In fact, the EECMY invited the EELC to participate in the hymnal revision.) The current leadership of the EELC were trained at the Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS) in Addis Ababa.

EELC Doctrinal Position in Brief

The EELC is a confessional Lutheran church that believes the 66 books of the Bible are the infallible Word of God, and that Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Large Catechism, and the Unaltered Augsburg Confession are documents in which the Word of God is correctly expounded and in the three universal creeds.

EELC Objectives

• To evangelize • To equip and involve church members in the work of the kingdom (the EELC has a strong emphasis on lay involvement) • To practice good stewardship • To be involved in the transformation of the country by serving and developing the whole person

Conversation with the EELC

EELC is “confessional.” EELC is strict on the doctrine. It desires to remain Lutheran and believes itself to represent the truest form of Lutheranism in Ethiopia.

4 The plan / objective of the church is to remain Lutheran. When the EELC invites people to work with them from abroad they must hold to the confessional statement of the EELC and maintain a strong Lutheran identity. Its main goals are to strengthen existing congregations in Lutheran identity and to evangelize unreached areas by planting churches. The EELC plans to plant two new congregations in each Synod each year – 12 new congregations a year.

The EELC has copies of the Lutheran Study Bible and desires more theological materials from the Missouri Synod. The EELC has been able to import books into Ethiopia through a Swedish organization called Scriptura. They believe that should the Missouri Synod make materials available, Scriptura will pay to ship the materials from the United States to Ethiopia.

The EELC has no international partnerships presently. They desire to partner with confessional Lutherans around the world. The EELC is interested in fellowship with the Missouri Synod and membership in the International Lutheran Council (ILC). President Dawit Tufa will write letters to both the Missouri Synod and the ILC requesting affiliation. He intends to send an English translation of their Constitution, which explicitly prohibits the ordination of women.

As a side note, we asked President Dawit Tufa if he knew Kebede Yigezu, former PhD student at Concordia Seminary Saint Louis and President of the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia (LCE). Kebede Yigezu started the LCE after his studies at Concordia Seminary in June 2013. The EELC knows Kebede Yigezu. The EELC’s executive committee met to discuss the name of Kebede Yigezu’s church which was the same name as the EELC between 1960 and 2010. The executive committee discussed the possibility of filing a complaint with the Ethiopian government over the registration of Kebede Yigezu’s church because it was the same name as their church until 2010, but decided against taking action. Kebede Yigezu’s church body, according to the EELC, has one congregation and a theological school. Kebede was ordained in an EELC congregation in Addis Ababa by a former LCMS pastor who is no longer on the roster but who works for the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) teaching in Yambio, South Sudan and someone from Kenya. The EELC allowed him to use a congregation in Addis Ababa in the hopes he would work more closely with them. Since then, the EELC have only periodic contact with Kebede. Presently, Kebede Yigezu is seeking church fellowship with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) after the Missouri Synod declined to consider fellowship with him.

In the course of the discussion, it was discovered that the EELC has some connection to the Nordic Mission Dioceses of Finland, Norway, and Sweden. President Dawit encouraged the Missouri Synod and ILC to contact Bishop Roland Gustafsson of Sweden, Rev. Jakob Okkels of Sweden, Rev. Bengt Birgersson of Sweden, and Bishop Risto Soramies of Finland for more information about their church. They also have met Bishop Thor Henrik With of Norway.

President Dawit Tufa traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, in January 2015 to meet with Rev. Shauen Trump to seek relations with the Missouri Synod. The January 2015 visit led to the meeting in Addis Ababa between the EELC and the LCMS in February 2016.

5 Dr. Collver indicated that it is not a problem for the LCMS to have a relationship with two different church bodies within the same country (in this case, the EECMY and the EELC). The development of an additional relationship with a church body in Ethiopia would need to be handled sensitively due to the LCMS’ relationship with the EECMY. The EELC had no problem or concerns with that. Next Steps

• The EELC will send formal letters with an English translation of their constitution requesting fellowship / affiliation with the LCMS and with the ILC. • The LCMS will make inquires with the Nordic Mission Diocese about the EELC. • A future visit to the EELC churches, perhaps with representatives from the Nordic Mission Diocese. • Contact will be maintained between the LCMS and the EELC. • A strategy to handle the sensitivities related to the relationship with the LCMS and EECMY might be to have the Nordic Mission Dioceses (which has recently requested membership with the ILC) to recommend the EELC for ILC membership rather than the Missouri Synod.

Photographs from “Meeting Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church” (2016-02-10).
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The Call to Serve World Lutheranism

In last report to the Synod convention about Church Relations and World Lutheranism, it noted the “tectonic” shift occurring as Western church bodies in Europe and North America continue to move away from the Holy Scriptures and in support of positions that reflect the society rather than the historic church. These trends continue. Churches in the global South continue to look for partners who uphold the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures and who practice historic Christianity. This has caused many churches in the global South to seek instruction and assistance from the Missouri Synod. The past three years have been marked by discussions of “socio-ethical” concerns. In plain language, “socio-ethical” concerns deal with the issues of marriage, family, and homosexuality. The position of churches such as the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America and the Church of Sweden, as well as organizations such as the Lutheran World Federation, is that “socio-ethical” concerns are contextual and cultural, rather than addressed by the Holy Scriptures. In clear language, these church bodies and organizations are “instructing” the church bodies of the global South that same sex marriage and the acceptance of practicing homosexual clergy has more to do with cultural acceptance, justice, and rights than it does with doctrine. As these churches and organizations attempt to re-educate the churches of the global South who are socially conservative and who uphold the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures with a new hermeneutic that seeks to re-interpret the Scriptures to agree with a Western social agenda, the churches of the global South request theological education, seminars, and missionaries to help them resist these forces. The Missouri Synod continues to work among the big three African Lutheran churches totaling approximately 20 million members found in Ethiopia, Madagascar, and Tanzania. Although not historic partners nor in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod, these churches are seeking clear teaching about the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions from us. The task is immense as are the opportunities for world Lutheranism. Recently, a one million member Anglican Church body in South Sudan approached the Missouri Synod to as for assistance to change their confession to the that of the Lutheran church. Opportunities abound! As a result, efforts such as the Global Seminary Initiative that seeks to provide training for future church leaders as well as offering seminars to address these issues are even more crucial today than three years ago.

The International Lutheran Council (www.ilc-online.org), which the Missouri Synod is a founding member, has become a more significant and helpful organization to church bodies seeking a Scriptural and historically Christian approach in facing these challenges presented by Western church bodies. The International Lutheran Council currently is developing a strategic plan to be more helpful to world Lutheranism as it seeks to expand its membership in the coming years. The ILC conferences have become valuable not only for the teaching provided but also for the mutual conversation of the brethren from around the world. We look with hope toward the future when the International Lutheran Council can do even more.

The Old Latin School ( in Wittenberg, Germany, is operating and serving as a beacon bearing witness to the Holy Scriptures and the faith held by the “Old” Lutherans in Germany and beyond. The center is symbolic of the Missouri Synod’s engagement with world Lutheranism, and serves as a place where conferences on the

important issues facing the Lutheran church today can be held, as well as a potential headquarters for the International Lutheran Conference. The center also will be a part of the Missouri Synod’s Reformation 500th celebration.

In the past triennium, the Missouri Synod held conversations with several church bodies for fellowship and will seek altar and pulpit fellowship with five additional church bodies at this convention (The Lutheran Church in Guatemala, Lutheran Church of Venezuela, The Evangelical Lutheran Church (in Kazakhstan), Lutheran Church of Uruguay, and The Lutheran Church in Norway). Three of the church bodies (Guatemala, Venezuela, and Kazakhstan) are long term mission starts of the Missouri Synod and the Convention will be asked to recognize these church bodies as “self-governing” partner churches (Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2d). President Harrison in November 2014 declared fellowship with the Lutheran Church in Norway and also declared fellowship with the Lutheran Church of Uruguay in January 2016 per Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2c. The convention will be asked to endorse these two declarations of fellowship.

During the past three years, the Missouri Synod has engaged in doctrinal and ecumenical conversations with several church bodies nationally. The Missouri Synod has been holding informal discussions with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) for almost four years. The informal discussions have resulted in the recognition that the three synods have significant agreement in the primary areas of theology. We also recognize that a great deal of additional conversation and work must continue on areas where we do not have full agreement. The Synod also has been having conversations with the North American Lutheran Church (NALC), who courageously broke from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA), and with the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA).

Through the International Lutheran Council (ILC), the Missouri Synod has had conversations at a high level with the Roman Catholic Church. The International Lutheran Council has been engaged with the Roman Catholic Unity Commission (PCPCU) in informal dialogs to discuss areas of agreement and disagreement since the Reformation. The Missouri Synod also engages the Roman Catholic church at the local level and at the national level with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). The goal of these discussions is not only a better understanding of Rome’s position as it has changed since Vatican II, but also how we can cooperate in externals regarding the social and political challenges the church faces in the United States today. The Missouri Synod is perhaps the most ecumenically engaged it has been in her history.

The Missouri Synod is the largest Lutheran church in the world that holds to the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures and unreservedly accepts the teachings found in the Book of Concord. Because of our position, many church bodies around the world are streaming to the Missouri Synod so that we can share the gift the Lord has so graciously bestowed to us. By helping to strengthen, encourage, and support Lutheran churches around the world, we ourselves become stronger as we look forward to the day when these churches may help us

with the tremendous opportunity of immigrant missions within our own country. Upon this Rock, the Lord builds his church worldwide.
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2 • Pr. Carlos Mario Marin came from the WELS mission but left due to differences in understanding over the Holy Ministry and the liturgy. From his descriptions, the WELS views he disagrees with were dominate in the late 1980s and early 1990s in WELS, and do not reflect the ELS-LCMS-WELS talks from 2011-2016. He is the closest person the group has to a leader. Because of his activity among confessional Lutherans, he has received a great amount of slander. His sermons and devotions reach hundreds of people each week. • The group does not yet have a single leader, bishop, or president. • The group does not yet have a single structure, but is composed of individuals, pastors, and some congregations. • The group desires that the LCMS consider sending a missionary to Medellin. • The group desires that the LCMS consider helping the group acquire (rent or buy) a place in Bogota. • The group intends to solidify their structure, perhaps even with a constitution and bylaws. Once formed this group will seek more formal relations with the Missouri Synod and perhaps the ILC. • The group will send a letter to the LCMS identifying who they are and outlining their requests – the letter will be sent to Collver and Krey, who will respectively consider the church relations and mission implications.

Meeting at 9:30 AM Hotel Victoria

Present: Rev. Mark P. Braden, Pastor Zion Detroit; Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations; Wilson Leon; Helber Herrera (IELCO); Marcos Aldana (Anglican Priest); Pr. Carlos Mario Marin (Confessional Church of Colombia); Luis Alberto Moreno (Bogota former Monk); Jorge Ramirez Castillanos (Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Tunja – IELCO – 80 members).

What do you hope the outcome of this meeting will be?

1) Plant a confessional Lutheran mission start in Bogota to unite these various groups. 2) Become convinced that confessional Lutheranism is the true church. Wilson Leon has 15 members, they left the church affiliated with ELCA due to their doctrinal positions. Wants to create a confessional Lutheran mission in Bogota. Wilson is willing to study to become a Lutheran pastor. He was a Capuchin Franciscans monk; he was a monk for 15 years and has seminary training. Certified in philosophy. 3) Marcos Aldana was ordained as a deacon in the Roman Catholic Church. Left to join the Old Catholics, which did not accept Vatican I. ( Licensed in theology and now ordained as an Anglican Priest. Has read the Book of Concord and believes it is a better expression of the Christian faith. The Lutheran focus on Christ and the Scriptures, and the liturgy. He is aware of the ELCA affiliate church.

Latin American Mission Society – Richard Schlak. (

4 come in. Ordained 5 years ago. IELCO also is receiving people from Baptist seminaries and ordaining them.

The bishop of IELCO was the “father” of the homosexual movement. The first thing this man said when he was a seminary professor was that the church needs to open itself to homosexuality. Pastor Jorge said once IELCO accepts homosexuality, he will leave. IELCO has accepted homosexuality by pushing for it, but also by not enforcing existing rules. IELCO has not formally endorsed it publicly out of fear that it will divide the church.

Pastor Jorge and 5 pastors are in a struggle to save the soul of their church (IELCO). They are a minority. They are holding meetings trying to inform people about the liberal actions of their church.

The endorsement or support of the Missouri Synod is welcome but the hard work needs to be done here by the pastors who live here.

How could Missouri Synod help?

We are in the same theological family. Studying from books from the Missouri Synod. The Book of Concord is printed by the Missouri Synod. Another Luther Academy conference on Christology or Sacraments would be helpful. Continuing pastoral formation and education. The problem with seminars is that they do not have enduring effect. At the seminar the pastors will say they agree or believe but then they go back to their parishes and do some thing different.

Brazilian pastors came to Colombia to teach the pastors to practice open communion.

IELCO has lay-women preach if no pastor available. IELCO also has lay people consecrate the Lord’s Supper. IELCO practices an extreme form of the priesthood of all believers to such an extent that some wonder if pastors are even necessary. Pastors are viewed as employees who must do what the congregations wants. For this reason, continuing education must include training for the laity.

The problems are caused by the pastors teaching contrary to the Bible.

There is a lot of discussion about contextualization. Liturgy changes everywhere.

Rumors that Pastor Carlos Mario Marin is a womanizer and has embezzled money have been circulated. Also, because he does not believe in women’s ordination he is seen as despising women. The rumors about Pastor Marin are seen as problems with the Missouri Synod. Schlak from the RSO represents the LCMS. Schlak is seen as being more like the pastors of IELCO than typical Missouri Synod pastors.

5 Not all of the IELCO congregations are in fellowship with each other. Most of the IELCO members do not know the direction the leaders of IELCO are taking the church. If their plans were exposed, the church would not go along with it.

Lutheran situation in Colombia

WELS work in Colombia:

Since 1999, when WELS missionaries were pulled out of Colombia for security reasons, the Colombian national church has continued to thrive. They have now extended their mission efforts to the cities of Quibdó, Valledupar, Cartago, and Santa Marta. Before the missionaries evacuated, they concentrated their efforts on training the nationals to do ministry and outreach in Bogotá and Medellín. Though not fully trained, the leaders were blessed to serve their congregations and do outreach without the missionaries present.

Currently, the Latin American missionary team is responsible for maintaining contact with Colombian leaders, fostering fellowship, and helping with continued theological education of the leaders.

With the help of God, an international church has taken the form of a special ministry under the auspices of the The Most Holy Trinity Lutheran congregation in Medellin. This ministry offers Bible studies and worship services in the Spanish language via Skype and is reaching out to the Spanish speaking population throughout the world.

National membership: 188 Congregations: 3 Preaching stations: 6 National pastors: 3 National student pastors: 1 National evangelists: 2 National Bible institute students: 26 Seminary students: 4 Visiting instructors: 2

The pastors said WELS is no longer doing much here.

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia (Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de Colombia)

About 1700 members; joined LWF in 1966. 23 congregations; 7 of these are in Bogota. All are very small in size.

6 Status of the church: administrative disorder – the big families in the congregation run the church not the church leaders. Teach abortion is permitted; teach that homosexuality is allowed; and that the Bible is not the Word of God. Instead of Christian evangelism, they run social programs. No clear pastoral formation or seminary track. A feminist theology is promoted. IELCO is supported by the Finnish mission societies and the Lutheran World Federation. All the funding is for social projects. There is a pastor from Finland who works with the LBGT groups in Columbia.

Disaffected Lutherans

Pastors, theologically trained people, and laymen who could not accept the teaching of IELCO are in the early stages of organizing. The IELCO has threatened some people who are attending Luther Academy conferences. The pastors who are interested in confessional Lutheran theology are called old fashioned, homophobes, and said that they treat women poorly. The IELCO doesn’t matter because it is a small church body in Colombia. 98% of Colombians do not even know Lutheran.
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2016 Today's Business—Proposed Resolutions

THEOLOGY AND CHURCH RELATIONS 1 2 To Endorse Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with Lutheran Church in Norway 3

4 RESOLUTION 5-01 5

6 Overture 5-01 (CW, pp. 341–342) 7 8 Preamble 9 10 Christianity came to Norway around AD 1000 and became the dominant religion by the 12th century. The 16th11 century Reformation had a profound effect on the church in Norway, leading it to sever its ties with Rome. The 12 Lutheran church became the state church of Norway. (To this day the “state” or “peoples’ church” continues to 13 receive state support.) In subsequent centuries, Norwegian Lutherans were noted for deep piety and energetic work 14 in missions. The second half of the 20th century, however, marked significant change for the Norwegian state 15 church, most notably an undermining of biblical authority, growing tolerance of theological innovation and false 16 doctrine, growing rejection of Christian moral teachings (e.g., on abortion, sexual behavior), a marked decline of 17 church attendance among the laity, and the decline of mission. In the 21st century, the decay of Norwegian 18 Christianity has become only more evident. Regular church attendance is now below 3% of population, leading to 19 baptism of infants dropping significantly. The Church of Norway itself tolerated departures from biblical teaching 20 and practice, such as abortion, same-sex marriage, universalism, and so forth. 21 22 Despite such decline, there are faithful Christians in Norway. One example is The Lutheran Church in Norway 23 (LCN). The LCN is a small, emerging, strongly confessional Lutheran church (presently with three congregations) 24 that is independent of state support. It upholds the complete authority and inerrancy of Holy Scripture and clearly 25 articulates and practices the truth that Christ alone is the world’s Savior from sin, death, and hell. As has been the 26 practice among Scandinavian Lutherans, it subscribes to the three ecumenical creeds, the Small Catechism, and the 27 Augsburg Confession, with the Book of Concord as authoritative for interpreting these documents. The LCN’s 28 purpose is to plant and guide congregations in the true faith. 29 30 Its commitment to the Gospel and the Holy Scriptures, and the Confessions, led the LCN, under the leadership of 31 Rev. Torkild Masvie, to request fellowship with the LCMS on March 3, 2011. Doctrinal discussions began in July of 32 that same year, according to the provisions of Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2 (c). Following these visits and discussions (which 33 included LCMS representatives Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. Dan Gilbert, Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, and Rev. Daniel Preus), 34 on May 16, 2014, the CTCR recommended a recognition of fellowship with the LCN to President Harrison and he 35 declared the same on November 7, 2014. A protocol agreement between the two churches was signed on March January 17, 2016, Rev. Torkild Masvie was formally installed as Provisional Bishop of the Lutheran 37 Church in Norway at the first official convention of the LCN. 38 39

WHEREAS, There is a severe decline of biblical and confessional teaching and life among Norwegian 40 Christianity; and 41

42

WHEREAS, By God’s grace, the LCN traces its history to the Lutheran Reformation’s acceptance in Norway and 43 continues to believe, teach, and confess the saving Gospel of justification by grace through faith in Christ alone and 44 is fully committed to the sole authority of Holy Scripture in the church’s teaching and life; and 45 46

WHEREAS, By God’s grace, the LCN boldly proclaims God’s holy Law and His saving Gospel, seeking to 47 uphold the scriptural truth about abortion, abortifacients, and same-sex marriage, while promoting the glorious truth 48 of Christ’s saving work for all the world; and 49 50

WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), in obedience to God’s Word and the Lutheran 51 Confessions, enjoys church fellowship with many other Lutheran churches throughout the world and endeavors to 52 seek out other Lutheran churches that believe, teach, and confess the same true faith; and 53 54

WHEREAS, The LCN has for several years enjoyed altar and pulpit fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran 55

Today's Business—Proposed Resolutions Church of Latvia, a partner church of the LCMS; and 1

2

WHEREAS, While living in the United States, the Rev. Torkild Masvie (now bishop of LCN) was a member of 3 an LCMS congregation for three years, and LCN leaders and pastors have enjoyed a working relationship in 4 theological education with numerous LCMS leaders, teachers, and lecturers; and 5

6 WHEREAS, The LCN was established as an independent Lutheran church in 2006 and subsequently requested 7 formal church fellowship discussions with the LCMS; and 8

9 WHEREAS, Representatives of the LCMS conducted several formal visits to the LCN, and LCN representatives 10 have, in turn, visited the LCMS; and 11 12 WHEREAS, After visits, correspondence, and thorough consideration, the LCMS representatives concluded that 13 there is complete agreement between our two churches in doctrine and practice and therefore no obstacle to altar and 14 pulpit fellowship; and 15 16 WHEREAS, At its 2010 Convention the Synod adopted Res. 3-04A “To Amend Bylaw 3.9.6.2.2 re Altar and 17 Pulpit Fellowship with Small, Formative, or Emerging Confessional Churches,” which recognizes that in certain 18 cases a streamlined approach to altar and pulpit fellowship with such emerging churches would be beneficial; and 19 20 WHEREAS, Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2 (c) now provides: 21 22 When a small, formative, emerging confessional Lutheran church body (identified as such by the President 23 of the Synod as chief ecumenical officer) requests recognition of altar and pulpit fellowship with the 24 Synod, after consultation with the Praesidium and approval by the commission, such recognition may be 25 declared by the President of the Synod subject to the endorsement of the subsequent Synod convention.” 26 27 and 28 29 WHEREAS, At its May 2014 meeting the CTCR formally recommended church fellowship with the LCN to the 30 President of Synod; and 31 32 WHEREAS, President Harrison declared fellowship on November 7, 2014, after consultation with the 33 Praesidium; and 34 35 WHEREAS, Necessary protocol documents guiding interactions between the LCMS and the LCN have been 36 adopted; therefore be it 37 38 Resolved, That we acknowledge with gratitude the unity of confession that has been given to the LCMS and the 39 LCN under the guidance of the Holy Spirit; and be it further 40 41 Resolved, That we give thanks that, despite significant cultural and ecclesial challenges, God, by His grace, has 42 equipped and prepared the LCN to give a faithful, confessional Lutheran witness in Norway; and be it further 43 44 Resolved, That we give thanks to God that doctrinal discussions between official representatives of the LCMS 45 and the LCN have revealed that complete agreement exists between our two churches in doctrine and practice; and 46 be it further 47 48 Resolved, That this convention endorse the Synod President’s declaration of altar and pulpit fellowship between 49 the LCMS and the LCN; and be it further 50 51 Resolved, That we pray for God’s blessings in the coming years on our agreement in the confession of the 52 Gospel that we enjoy as partner churches, and for the blessing of the Lord upon the members and leaders of the 53 Lutheran Church of Norway; and be it finally 54 55 Resolved, That in celebration and thanksgiving of this partnership in the Gospel, the convention assembly 56
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“Convention Minutes” UPO N T H IS ROCK | 35 The current age provides an unprecedented opportunity for world Lutheranism. Alignments are shifting as is the center of world Christianity. In the first centuries after the apostles, Christianity centered in Northern Africa and spread to Europe and into Asia. Europe and then North America dominated world Christianity for more than 1,000 years. Today, as the churches of Europe and North America leave behind the truths of the Scriptures, world Christianity is shifting to the Global South, particularly Africa and Asia. Many of these churches are seeking the teaching held by the Missouri Synod and the churches of the International Lutheran Council (ILC). The time is now to engage these churches in partnership and walk beside them as they seek to increase their Lutheran identity and their faithfulness to the Holy Scriptures. Including our partner churches, the Missouri Synod has relations with about 70 church bodies worldwide in about 55 countries. I would encourage you to take a look at the list of the churches the LCMS has engagement with (see Sunday’s Today’s Business, Part 1, beginning on p. 216). I would encourage you to take a look at the list of these churches and also read the letters received from more than 40 of these church bodies (Sunday’s Today’s Business, Part 1). At this convention, we have present church leaders or representatives from approximately 20 countries (some of whom stand before you). Please allow me to introduce these guests to the LCMS convention: AFRICA The Rev. Amos Bolay, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Liberia The Most Rev. Walter E. Obare, Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya The Rev. Benjamin Lemose, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya The Most Rev. Christian Ekong, Archbishop, Lutheran Church of Nigeria The Rt. Rev. Modise Maragelo, Bishop, Lutheran Church in South Africa The Rev. Nathaniel Nyok Bol, South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church ASIA The Rev. S. Rajagambeeram, President, India Evangelical Lutheran Church The Rev. J. Samuel, President Emeritus, India Evangelical Lutheran Church The Rev. Dr. D. Monikaraj, Principal, Concordia Theological Seminary, India The Rev. Tatsuomi Yoshida, Japan Lutheran Church AUSTRALIA The Rev. John Henderson, Bishop, Lutheran Church of Australia Anthony J. Schultz 56 For Layperson Central Region (6-year term) John Frerking 196 181 Ernest E. Garbe 481 554 (declared elected) Frederick P. Guengerich 53 Louis W. Kastens, III 57 Sharon Rapp 226 290 For Layperson East-Southeast Region (3-year term) Eunice Bailey 120 Gilbert M. F. Brauch, Jr. 52 Julia Habrecht 664 (declared elected) Michael Killian 87 Andrew Rullman 87 For Layperson Great Lakes Region (6-year term) Robert Knox 397 421 421 Crysten Sanchez 334 499 595 (declared elected) Matthew Voigt 52 Joyce M. Voss 70 K. Allan Voss 141 101 For Layperson Great Plains Region (3-year term) Michael Borg 136 Carla M. Claussen 545 (declared elected) Robert E. Dunker 152 Thomas R. Halvorson 152 Jack H. Hildner 23 For Layperson West-Southwest Region (6-year term) Jeffrey B. Arthurs 125 Carol A. Hack Broome 391 552 (declared elected) James Cullen 127 150 Linda Stoterau 288 333 Damon P. Tobias 78 Special Recognition—Special Church Body Guests Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations and Assistant to the President, began his introduction of the special church body guests in attendance with the following comments: All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before you” (Ps. 22:27). On the day of Pentecost, the Lord undid the curse brought upon humankind, where their language was confused, and tribalism and racism began. At Pentecost, every person heard the Gospel proclaimed in his own language, and people were made into one family in Christ Jesus. Here in this world, we take great joy in recognizing those who share our view of Scripture and our confession, as well as those who seek it.

36 | U P ON THIS R O C K “Convention Minutes” Timothy D. Hardy 495 (declared elected) For Layperson (6-year term) Jack D. Kilcrease, III 717 (declared elected) Charles R. Wiese 252 Concordia Publishing House Board of Directors For Minister of Religion—Ordained (6-year term) Michael R. Knox 351 Alvin J. Schmidt 637 (declared elected) For Minister of Religion—Commissioned (6-year term) Mark L. Bender 713 (declared elected) David O. Berger 268 For Layperson (Position 1) (6-year term) Paul R. Fowler 82 Elaine Graff 330 597 (declared elected) Paul W. Lagemann 117 Natalie L. Oleshchuk 169 114 Gretchen A. Roberts 225 278 Charles H. Wolfmueller 83 For Layperson (Position 2) (6-year term) Paul R. Fowler 57 Paul W. Lagemann 140 231 Natalie L. Oleshchuk 268 234 Gretchen A. Roberts 463 746 (declared elected) Charles H. Wolfmueller 86 For Layperson (Position 3) (6-year term) Paul R. Fowler 75 Paul W. Lagemann 231 Natalie L. Oleshchuk 576 (declared elected) Charles H. Wolfmueller 145 Concordia University System Board of Directors For Minister of Religion—Ordained (6-year term) Mark P. Braden 255 Byron Northwick 453 613 (declared elected) David P. Stechholz 299 394 For Minister of Religion—Commissioned (6-year term) Jonathon Giordano 622 (declared elected) Carl J. Moser 361 For Layperson (Position 1) (6-year term) Ellen R. Lange 478 656 (declared elected) Gerhard H. Mundinger, Jr. 279 219 Mark F. Polzin 87 EUROPE The Rev. Leif G. Jensen, President, Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark The Rt. Rev. Janis Vanags, Archbishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia The Rev. Torkild Masvie, Bishop, Lutheran Church in Norway The Rev. Adalberto Hiller, President, Portugese Evangelical Lutheran Church The Rt. Rev. Arri Kugaapi, Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia The Rev. Teemu Haataja, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia The Rev. Alexey Streltsov, Siberia Evangelical Lutheran Church LATIN AMERICA The Rev. Airton Scheunemann Schroeder, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil The Rev. André Luiz Müller, President, Lutheran Church of Uruguay NORTH AMERICA The Rev. Robert Bugbee, President, Lutheran Church—Canada The Rev. Dr. Curtis E. Leins, Presiding Pastor, American Association of Lutheran Churches The Rev. Glenn Obenberger, Evangelical Lutheran Synod The Rev. Ralph Spears, President, The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod—USA The Rev. David M. Wendel, North American Lutheran Church The Most Rev. Jerome E. Listecki, Archbishop of Milwaukee, Roman Catholic Church The Rev. Mark Schroeder, President, Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod The Rev. James Huebner, Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod Committee 19: Registration, Credentials, and Elections Balloting continued following the special recognition of international guests. Commission on Theology and Church Relations For Minister of Religion—Ordained (6-year term) Arlo W. Pullmann 573 (declared elected) Paul Robert Sauer 357 For Minister of Religion—Commissioned (6-year term) Adam S. Francisco 481

Photographs from “ABC3 Introduces Special Guests Pages from 2016-LCMS-Convention-Proceedings” (2016-07-10).



[image: ]






LCMS Church Bodies Pages from 2016 LCMS Convention Today's Business

Document 40 · 2016-07-10 · Narrative



66th Regular Convention The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Milwaukee, WI - July 9-14, 2016

Today’s Business

Issue 2 – Part 1

Sunday, July 10

Table of Contents

Letters of Greeting

Mayoral Welcome ......................... 204 Presidents Emeriti.......................... 205 Entities ........................................... 207 Church Bodies ............................... 216

Morning Session 8:00 Matins 8:45 Preparation for Opening Business Session 8:55 Convention Opening and Presentation of Gavel 9:00 Electronic Voting System 9:20 Registration, Credentials, and Elections (#19) 9:25 Standing Rules 9:40 Convention Schedule 9:50 President’s Report (Part 3) 10:20 Welcome and greetings from local representatives 10:25 Welcome and greetings from South Wisconsin District 10:30 Convention Essay—Upon This Rock: Repent, Confess, Rejoice 11:00 International Mission (#2) 11:35 National Mission (#1) 12:00 Recess

Afternoon Session 1:30 Midday Prayer—Rev. Nabil Nour 1:55 Registration, Credentials, and Elections (#19) 2:00 Response from Newly Elected President 2:05 Registration, Credentials, and Elections (#19) 2:10 Presentation of slates and balloting for - First Vice-President 2:20 - Central Regional Vice-President 2:30 - East-Southeast Regional Vice-President 2:40 - Great Lakes Regional Vice-President 2:50 - Great Plains Regional Vice-President 3:00 - West-Southwest Regional Vice-President 3:10 Election to determine ranking of vice-presidents 3:20 Floor Nominations for Secretary of the Synod 3:40 Omnibus Resolution A 3:50 Routes to Ministry (#13) Introduction 4:20 Reformation (#15) 4:45 Mercy (#3) 5:30 Evening Prayer 6:00 Recess 7:30 LCEF Ice Cream Social (Ballroom, 1st floor)

Pages 1 – 202, First Issue S U N 7/10

216 | P a g e

Church Bodies Inter-Church Relationships of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

In the triennium just now coming to an end, the inter-church relationships of the LCMS have been growing by leaps and bounds. In addition to our growing family of official “Partner Church” bodies with which the LCMS enjoys altar and pulpit fellowship, the LCMS also has a growing number of church bodies with which we collaborate in various ways, but with which we do not yet have altar and pulpit fellowship (we might unofficially call these “Allied Church” bodies). We presently have thirty official partnerships that have already been recognized by the LCMS in convention (some of long standing) and an additional seven partnerships to be considered for official declarations of altar and pulpit fellowship by this convention. We also enjoy positive and growing relationships with an additional twenty-one of these “Allied Church” bodies, many of which are in various stages of altar and pulpit fellowship talks with the LCMS.

In addition, the LCMS also has what we might call “Emerging Relationships” with six Lutheran church bodies that we are getting to know, but with which we do not yet have a formal relationship. Most of these have approached the LCMS out of a desire to share our solid, Biblical theology.

These various relationships make for a total of 70 Lutheran church relationships in a total of 55 countries! Lastly, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Ecumenical Relationships” with non-Lutheran church bodies for the sake of dialog and cooperatio in externis.

Partner Churches (already recognized by the LCMS in convention) 1. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil 3. Lutheran Church—Canada 4. Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark 5. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Synod of France 6. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (Germany) 7. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana 8. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti 9. Lutheran Church—Hong Kong Synod 10. India Evangelical Lutheran Church 11. Japan Lutheran Church 12. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 13. Lutheran Church in Korea 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia 15. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia 16. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania 17. Lutheran Synod of Mexico 18. Lutheran Church of Nigeria 19. Gutnius Lutheran Church (Papua New Guinea) 20. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay 21. Lutheran Church in the Philippines 22. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria (Russia) 23. Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia) 24. Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (South Africa) 25. Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa 26. Lanka Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka) 27. China Evangelical Lutheran Church (Taiwan) 28. Lutheran Church of Togo 29. Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 30. The American Association of Lutheran Churches (USA)

217 7/10

Partner Churches to Be Received at This Convention 1. Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile 2. Lutheran Church in Guatemala 3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan

4. Lutheran Church in Norway 5. Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church 6. Lutheran Church of Uruguay 7. Lutheran Church of Venezuela

Allied Churches 1. Lutheran Church of Australia 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium 3. Evangelical Christian Lutheran Church of Bolivia 4. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia 5. Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic 6. Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (Czech Republic) 7. Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 8. Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland 9. Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church 10. Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan

11. Malagasy Lutheran Church (Madagascar) 12. Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua 13. Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Peru 15. Lutheran Mission in Africa—Synod of Thousand Hills (Rwanda) 16. Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa 17. Mission Province in Sweden 18. Lutheran Church of East Africa (Tanzania) 19. Istanbul Lutheran Church (Turkey) 20. German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine (DELKU) 21. The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod—USA 22. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan / Sudan

Emerging Relationships 1. Myanmar Lutheran Church (Burma) 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia 3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Norway (DELK) 4. Norwegian Lutheran Mission 5. Lutheran Church in Singapore 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania--Southeast Lake Victoria Diocese 7. South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church

Ecumenical Relationships 1. Roman Catholic Church (The Vatican) 2. North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 3. Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) 4. Anglican Church of South Sudan
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30 | U P ON THIS R O C K “Convention Minutes” Dan Gilbert 222 358 David L. Mahsman 73 Martin R. Noland 84 Ken R. Schurb 86 John Wollenburg Sias 417 724 (declared elected) The same process was used for the election of regional lay members of the LCMS Board of Directors, with the following results: For Regional Lay Members of the LCMS Board of Directors: East-Southeast Region (6-year term) Gilbert M. F. Brauch, Jr. 82 Keith Frndak 460 586 (declared elected) Jean Hanson 315 394 Stuart Nichols 83 67 Lloyd Wardley 49 Great Lakes Region (6-year term) James W. Carter, Jr. 542 (declared elected) Willard Ducharme 120 Dale D. Gust 159 Craig V. Timm 147 Matthew Voigt 72 Great Plains Region (6-year term) Thomas R. Halvorson 165 191 Larry Harrington 509 648 (declared elected) John P. Riley 105 Robert P. Wurl 75 Andrew Zoeller 184 214 Convention Essay—“Upon This Rock: Repent” [The entire text of this essay by Rev. Dr. Roosevelt Gray, Executive Staff—LCMS Office of National Mission, is printed elsewhere in these 2016 Convention Proceedings. ] Committee 5: Theology and Church Relations Before Committee 5 began its presentation, a delegate sought the attention of the chair and moved to amend Standing Rule 17 (TB, p. 18) by changing the rule from two minutes to one minute per speech at the microphone. After the motion was seconded, discussion continued until a motion to end debate was introduced. The motion to end debate carried [Yes: 790; No: 51], following which the motion to amend the standing rule failed [Yes: 353; No: 506]. Committee 5 Chairman Scott Murray, LCMS Vice-President, presented his committee’s resolutions to the convention. Res. 5-01 “To Endorse Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with Lutheran Church in Norway” (TB, pages 69ff. —preconvention issue) was then formally introduced by the committee and briefly discussed. When the chair asked the assembly whether it was ready to end debate, the assembly responded in the affirmative and Res. 5-01 was adopted by voice vote (announced unanimous by the chair). Res. 5-02 “To Endorse Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with Lutheran Church of Uruguay” (TB, pp. 71f. —preconvention issue) was introduced by the committee and adopted without discussion by voice vote (again announced as unanimous by the chair). Res. 5-03 “To Recognize Iglesia Luterana en Guatemala as a Self-Governing Partner Church” (TB, pp. 73f. —preconvention issue) was introduced by the committee. During discussion, a delegate moved to bundle this resolution with two similar resolutions: Res. 5-04 “To Recognize Iglesia Luterana de Venezuela as a Self-Governing Partner Church” (TB, pp. 74f. —preconvention issue) and Res. 5-05 “To Recognize Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty and the District of Almaty—Republic of Kazakhstan as a Self-Governing Partner Church” (TB, pp. 75f. —preconvention issue) into one action. The convention voted to do so [Yes: 977; No: 25]. After Res. 5-03, Res. 5-04, and Res. 5-05 were briefly introduced, debate was ended by show of hands and the motion to adopt all three resolutions was carried unanimously. Res. 5-06 “To Recognize Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Republic of Chile—IELCHI as a Partner Church” (TB, pp. 76f. — preconvention issue) was introduced by the committee. After Res. 5-06 was adopted by voice vote without discussion, the assembly fulfilled the resolve that was common to all of the foregoing resolutions by singing the Common Doxology. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations and Assistant to the President, introduced the representatives from these new church partners in attendance at the convention: The Lutheran Church of Norway (Res. 5-01) Provisional Bishop Torkild Masvie The Lutheran Church of Uruguay (Res. 5-02) Presiding Pastor André Luiz Müller The Lutheran Church in Guatemala (Res. 5-03) President Abdiel Orozco The Lutheran Church of Venezuela (Res. 5-04) President J. Elias Lozano Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty and the District of Almaty—Republic of Kazakhstan (Res. 5-05) President Alexander Burtsev Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Republic of Chile (Res. 5-06) President Christian E. Rautenberg Res. 5-07 “To Affirm and Encourage Work of the International Lutheran Council (ILC)” (TB, pp. 77f. —preconvention issue) was introduced by the committee after the assembly was addressed by ILC representative Rev. André Luiz Müller, Presiding Pastor of the Lutheran Church of Uruguay, who spoke briefly of the importance of the treaty of communion between churches, referencing Philippians 2:2. Without discussion, the resolution was adopted by a standing vote. Following the adoption of Res. 5-07, representatives of partner churches present for the convention were introduced by Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations and Assistant to the President: Rev. André Luiz Müller (Lutheran Church of Uruguay) Rev. Airton Schroeder (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil) Bishop Alexander Burtsev (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty and the District of Almaty—Republic of Kazakhstan) Rev. Alexander Streltsov (Siberian Evangelical Lutheran

“Convention Minutes” UPO N T H IS ROCK | 31 Church) Rev. Tatsumi Yoshida (Japan Lutheran Church) President Adalberto Hiller (Portugese Evanngelical Lutheran Church) Bishop Arri Kugappi (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia) Bishop Amos Boley (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia) Committee 13: Routes to Ministry Committee 13 Chairman Roger Paavola introduced the work of his committee and called on a committee member to read and formally introduce Res. 13-01A “To Extol and Equip the Blessed Partnership between the Royal Priesthood and the Office of the Public Ministry” (TB, p. 371ff. —Part 2, Sunday issue). During the discussion that followed, the word “North” was added as a friendly amendment to the now-second-last resolve, subparagraph 2, after the word “multicultural. ” An amendment was proposed and accepted to add to the resolution: “And be it finally Resolved, That the task force complete its work and present its recommendation to the Synod in 2018 for consideration at the 2019 convention. ” A motion to amend the resolution by adding a final resolve paragraph that would “provide funding of $200,000 per year for the next three years to truly equip the priesthood of all believers” was discussed until a motion to end debate was carried [Yes: 972; No: 70] and the motion to amend failed [Yes: 132; No: 936]. When discussion of the resolution resumed, a motion to end debate was carried [Yes: 937; No: 115], whereupon Res. 13-01A was adopted as changed and amended [Yes: 911; No: 159]. Session 4 Monday p.m. July 11, 2016 Midday Prayer Chaplain Peter Bender served as liturgist for the Order of Midday Prayer. Rev. Gregory Seltz, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour, provided the homily based on Luke 15:11–32. Accompanying music was provided by Cantor Phillip Magness, keyboardist and soloist, and instrumentalists Rachel and Sarah May, Kara Rhode, Elisabeth Schneider, Rachel Paul, Jennifer Torkelson, Sophie Steger, and Rev. Fred Baue. [The entire text of Rev. Seltz’s homily is printed elsewhere in these 2016 Convention Proceedings. ] Minutes A draft of the minutes for Sessions 1 and 2 was presented and approved, with editorial comments received by the Secretary to be incorporated in the final version that will be published in the 2016 Convention Proceedings. Committee 6: Seminaries North Dakota District President James Baneck, Chairman of Committee 6, thanked his committee and introduced Res. 6-02 “To Uphold the Scriptural and Confessional Qualification for the Office of the Holy Ministry” (TB, pp. 90ff. —preconvention issue). After discussion, the chair tested the will of the assembly to end debate. Debate was ended [Yes: 813; No: 224] and Res. 6-02 was adopted [Yes: 875; No: 177]. Special Presentation—Ryan Anderson Dr. Ryan Anderson was introduced as a special guest to speak on the Supreme Court’s ruling redefining marriage. He spoke of the distance that American society has come in no more than 50 years where marriage is concerned, and he spoke of what to expect going forward. Redefinition of marriage is taking reproductive technology and many other areas developed by heterosexual society to new levels. Schools are next in line for being at risk. Last will be the free exercise of religion. Three changes are behind these challenges: First, the challenge of secularism which says that religion has no role outside of the chapel, which has been aided by the collapse of the mainline churches. The second change is the growth of the state and of government regulations, with people of faith now having to justify their exceptions. The third change is the sexual revolution and its understanding of liberty as license. Where to place our focus? Respond from the substance of what we believe, with both a theology and a philosophy of the body and gender identity, and live out the truth in our own lives. Because we have failed to do this in the past, we have ourselves to blame. [The entire text of this special presentation by Dr. Ryan Anderson is printed elsewhere in these 2016 Convention Proceedings. ] Committee 20: Committee for Convention Nominations Vice-President Christopher Esget assumed the chair and called on Dr. Ronald Garwood, former President of the Wyoming District and Chairman of the Committee for Convention Nominations, for the second part of his report to the convention. Dr. Garwood called attention to the committee’s printed report and reviewed the changes that have been made to the report since it was published in the Biographical Synopses & Statements of Nominees booklet that accompanied the Convention Workbook. The chair called upon the committee chairman for additional instructions before opening the floor for nominations. Nominated from the floor were the following, in each case by a motion that was seconded and carried: James D. Woelmer, Allen, TX, for Concordia Univ. , Nebraska, Board of Regents [Yes: 759; No: 175] Carol Fehrmann, Brooklyn Park, MN, for Concordia Univ. , St. Paul, Board of Regents [Yes: 690; No: 212] Paul P. Edmon, Medford, MA, for Concordia Sem. , St. Louis, Board of Regents [Yes: 674: No: 171] George W. Lowrey, Jr. , Arlington TX, for LCMS Board of Directors [Yes: 584; No: 226] Geoffrey B. McGuire, Dallas, TX, for Concordia Univ. Texas Board of Regents [Yes: 659; No: 158] Rev. M. Alan Taylor, Galveston, TX, for Concordia Univ. Texas Board of Regents [Yes: 651; No: 152] Mrs. Joy Anderson, Prior Lake, MN, for Concordia Univ. , St. Paul, Board of Regents [Yes: 577; No: 181] Special Presentation—Military Chaplains Vice-President Herbert Mueller assumed the chair and introduced Chaplain Craig Muehler, LCMS Director of Ministry to the
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DELKU-LCC-LCMS-SELCU 
MEETING MINUTES 
10-11 August 2016 

 
PARTICIPANTS (left to right): Bishop Sergi Maschewski (DELKU), Pavel Shirmovski (DELKU), 
President Robert Bugbee (LCC), Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko (SELCU), Dr. Albert Collver (LCMS), 
Bishop Emeritus/Altbischof Dr. Viktor Gräfenstein (SELCU) 
 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (DELKU), Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC), The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), and the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine 
(SELCU) 
 
OPENING DEVOTION – Dr. Robert Bugbee, President of the LCC 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12 
 
INTRODUCTION OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
Collver – Provided update on present state of the Missouri Synod, history of the Russian Project 
and other work in the former Soviet Union, as well as current focus. Explanation of some 
Missouri Synod structures such as the Lutheran Hour Ministries, which began work in Ukraine 
but aborted it. A question came regarding the Lutheran Hour Ministries why it did not ever work 
with the existing Lutheran churches in the 1990s? Collver noted how Bishop Maschewski was a 
participant in the Russian Project. 
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Maschewski – Provided background into the DELKU, particularly after WWII. He noted that 
much of the DELKU program was centered on the cultural history of the Germans in the Soviet 
Union. The Cultural heritage was used as an outreach tool among those with German descent. 
This approach is a blessing and a curse, as many people are not interested in the faith but only are 
interested in their German heritage. The German Evangelical Lutheran Church is no longer 
simply a branch of the Lutheran church in St. Petersburg, nor is it simply a “German cultural 
club.” DELKU has theological difference with both the church in Russia and the church in 
Germany. Maschewski noted the new agenda and hymn book produced by DELKU. Maschewski 
described the educational background of the pastors in DELKU, and the challenge of educating 
future pastors. He would like a single standard of education for all of the pastors in DELKU. He 
said the seminars done by the Missouri Synod were very helpful for the pastors. DELKU’s next 
Synod will address the role of women and prohibit women from being pastors. DELKU’s next 
Synod also will address the definition of marriage because the Ukraine increasingly is adopting 
the Western European definition of marriage. It is necessarily for DELKU to define marriage 
according to the Scriptures that it is between one man and one woman for life. The new agenda 
for DELKU is helping unify the church. Officially, DELKU has 21 congregations and 15 
preaching stations. We have lost some congregations due to the Crimea conflict between Russia 
and the Ukraine. The congregations in Crimea will switch to the Lutheran church in Russia. The 
Crimea congregations have a three way contract with the DELKU, Bavaria, and the ELCROS 
(Russian Lutheran church). These congregations want to join the Russian Lutheran church. There 
are a few reasons for this: 1) some congregations have received pressure from the Russian 
Ministry of Justice to become a registered Russian church or else they may lose their property; 2) 
The policy of DELKU for the past 15 years was that women were eligible to receive the same 
theological education as men. Now some of the women in these congregations who were 
theological educated desire to be pastors. The ELCROS bishop agreed to ordain these women, 
while Maschewski, the DELKU bishop, refused. So now these congregations have women 
pastors, which is against the constitution of DELKU and the congregations had to be removed 
from DELKU even though we retain some communication with them; 3) There is an internal 
dispute with two congregations because they do not accept Maschewski as the bishop of DELKU. 
If you have questions about the court cases and tensions in the DELKU for the past 2 years, we 
are happy to answer those questions. Maschewski believes these changes are near its end. The 
greatest challenges that DELKU faces: 1) lack of ordained pastors; 2) need for theological 
education. Have relations with ELCROS and are in the Union of ELCROS but function as an 
independent church. We also are in the Ukrainian council of churches. Next year there will be a 
500th anniversary jubilee of the Reformation. The Ukrainian government is planning to 
commemorate the Reformation. Perhaps our four churches can have some sort of joint 
commemoration on the Reformation. 
 
Bugbee Questions for DELKU: 
 
1) “German” is in the title of DELKU. How “German” is it? Are there still services conducted in 
German et al.? ANSWER: The Synod had a question about changing the name to remove 
“German” because only 10% of the people speak German and we really do not conduct 
services in German any more. Now we understand the word “German” as a liturgical tradition 
of the German Lutheran church. To test this, the DELKU cathedral held German services for 
a month. The first service had five people. The second service had only the bishop and the 
organist. The young people most desire services in English not German or Russian. 
2) DELKU has nine ordained pastors. How many know German? ANSWER: Only two pastors 
speak German. 
3) Would DELKU face same challenges with ELCROS as it does with the Bavarians? In other 
words, can you speak to the theological position of ELCROS? ANSWER: ELCROS has 
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accepted the theological position of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). DELKU does not 
want to be part of this theological position. We want to leave the ELCROS Union. There are 
other churches within ELCROS who do not agree with the theological position but are not 
ready to leave because of the financial support. Since DELKU has said no to Bavaria, we 
have lost all financial support. The challenge we face from losing support from Bavaria and 
ELCROS has brought about a spiritual renewal within DELKU as we have had to examine 
and rediscover Lutheran identity. ELCROS is influenced by German pietism and is an 
artificial Union. It will eventually break up – the Siberian branch and the Kazakhstan branch. 
We are united by the historical heritage but not united in a theological oneness. DELKU is 
located primarily in central, eastern, and southern Ukraine (near where the Russian nationals 
lived). 
4) A question about the nine pastors in DELKU. ANSWER: the nine remaining pastors are 
unifying. At the last synod convention other pastors were removed or defrocked leaving only 
nine pastors. The pastors who were removed was not as much about theology as it was a 
thirst for power and other structural matters. 
 
Question from SELCU: 
 
1) We have heard the German congregation in Kiev is no longer a member of DELKU. That it has 
left. What is the truth about this? ANSWER: The conflict has been developing for sometime. It 
came to its culmination recently. A pastor from the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) was 
sent to DELKU without consulting the bishop. This pastor (a female pastor) was sent back to 
Germany. Another pastor was sent. They need to sign an agreement with DELKU. 
2) The question about the defrocking of a pastor in DELKU is very important because SELCU has 
never defrocked a pastor. What was the reason for doing so? ANSWER: DELKU has in their 
bylaws the reasons a pastor can be defrocked. For instance, a pastor can be defrocked for a 
violation of the confessional seal, financial abuse. In fact, if you read the German media, the 
items the Bavarians accuse Maschewski of are all reasons that could defrock a pastor. For 
instance, the Bavarians have made Maschewski to appear to be a despot involved in financial and 
other abuses. A special committee formed of pastors and elders of the churches to evaluate and 
examine Maschewski to see if he should be removed. The committed did not remove 
Maschewski. The committee called for the accusers to repent of false charges against 
Maschewski. He said we still pray that the Lord may work repentance in these individuals. 
Essentially, if a pastor is unable to perform his duties due to moral, legal, or technical reasons, the 
pastor can be removed. Finally, rebellion, schismatic behavior, and divisions, are grounds for the 
removal of a pastor. (Bugbee then explained the grounds for removal from LCC / LCMS 
perspective – which is similar to what Maschewski outlined: 1) False Doctrine, 2) Scandalous life 
/ Schismatic or Divisive behavior, 3) Unable / unwilling to perform his work.) 
 
Bugbee (LCC) Introduction – The Missouri Synod began work in Canada in 1854, seven years after it 
was founded in Chicago. The Missouri Synod organized three districts in Canada. The Missouri Synod’s 
work in Canada continued for 135 years. There was a growing desire of the congregations in Canada to 
become self-governing. For some people it was about national pride, but not for everyone. Because the 
Missouri Synod was organized in the United States, the Canadian government viewed the church more 
and more as a foreign corporation, which hindered some mission activity. Then there was a problem 
related to the education of theological students. For 122 of the 135 years of Missouri Synod’s work in 
Canada, there was no Canadian seminary. This resulted in Canadian students traveling to the Missouri 
Synod seminaries, which potentially had visa or work permit problems. For these and other reasons, there 
was a desire to have a Canadian church but this was impossible without a Canadian seminary. So in 1976, 
a seminary was developed at St. Catharines, Canada. The seminary was originally just a branch of the 
Fort Wayne Seminary. Today, there are still close connections. Fort Wayne Professors traveled to Canada 
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and taught classes and so forth. Because of the geographical size of Canada, it became necessary to 
develop a seminary in Western Canada. LCC has about 60,000 people in 300 congregations. In 1988/89, 
the Lutheran church became self-governing. This separation did not happen for theological or doctrinal 
reasons. When the church was legally incorporated in Canada, the first thing it did was declare altar and 
pulpit fellowship with the Missouri Synod. Once a self-governing church, Lutheran Church Canada 
(LCC) could develop its own mission priorities. The mission work of LCC is limited in comparison to the 
Missouri Synod. LCC mission work is limited to three areas: 1) Latin America, primarily Nicaragua, 
which is the 2nd poorest country in North America; 2) South Eastern Asia, primarily in Thailand and 
Cambodia; 

3) Ukraine. LCC’s first ties to the Ukraine go back to 1993. In 1993, the LCC called two Canadian 
missionaries to go to the Ukraine. One was to work in the Russian language in Dnipropetrovsk and the 
other was to work in Ukrainian in the city of Lviv. In the 1990s is when LCC came in contact with Viktor 
Gräfenstein. At that time, it seemed that DELKU would remain under liberal influence. Gräfenstein asked 
LCC to provide theological education in 1988. The work began 40 km outside of Odessa, but eventually 
moved to its present location in Ustaove, Odessa region. This seminary is the primary means the LCC 
helps SELCU. Weaknesses in the LCC: three districts in Canada, each district has a full time president. 
These three districts are incorporated separately. This is part of the Missouri Synod past. A challenge of 
this system is that District Presidents can act autonomously from the central office. The LCC Western 
District made business decisions that got them into debt for the amount of $55 million Canadian dollars. 
The LCC central office only learned of this after the fact. This has caused great problems in the LCC. 
These problems have not affected the LCC mission work in Ukraine. Only two students from Ukraine 
were brought to LCC seminary in Canada. This was for two reasons: 1) only a few were academically 
ready for study in Canada, 2) we did not want people to desire to remain in Canada but to return to 
Ukraine. The LCC and LCMS have agreed to work cooperatively in mission activity. This is one reason 
why we are having these meetings now. 
 
Some discussion of challenges in the West – transgender issues / homosexuality / hate speech and how 
this will affect the church in United States and Canada. 
 
SELCU (Gräfenstein) – He cannot necessarily speak to the most current situation in SELCU as he is not 
the current bishop but he can speak to the formation of SELCU and the general situation today. 
Gräfenstein was the superintendent of DELKU about 20 years ago. He could not accept the way of the 
German Lutheran church and while not intending to leave DELKU ended up leaving and starting SELCU. 
Almost all of the SELCU congregations were the result of mission work, not inherited from DELKU. He 
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provided background information into the origins of SELCU. The growth of SELCU is in large measure 
to the support provided by Lutheran Church Canada. The dream is that the Lutheran church of Ukraine an 
exist without significant influence from the outside. This is why we needed our own seminary. Other 
churches are welcome to come to the seminary. 
 
Oleg Schewtschenko: Thirteen pastors. The bishop is on vacation graduated from the seminary in Latvia. 
All the other pastors received education at the SELCU seminary. Twenty-two students graduated from 
SELCU seminary, but unfortunately two of them have passed away. Even though a small church, we are a 
mission minded church. Some congregations have preaching stations while some have extensive social 
ministry programs. 
 
SELCU does not have a single liturgy that ever congregation must follow. There are guidelines for the 
congregation but they are free to do their own service. Some congregations have developed themselves 
more into the liturgy while others have not. The congregation in Dnipropetrovsk has decided to develop 
contemporary style. Liturgy is not obligatory. Oleg Schewtschenko said, “We need to recognize that the 
beginning of SELCU was in pietism. When the church began we only had one pastor and one person who 
could administer Holy Communion. According to the Lutheran confessions that was the only person who 
could teach the church. According to Luther, the teacher can do all other forms of ministry. We have 
decided to keep this pietism but will keep it in some healthy frames. This is why many people in our 
church who are laymen preach because they have the right to preach and have been installed by the 
superintendent. The sacraments are only administered by the ordained pastors.” 
 
Rather lengthy discussion regarding worship in SELCU, merits of basing liturgy off of Missouri Synod 
hymnals or off of the Russian imperial liturgy et al. 
 
What are the suggestions or guidelines for congregations? Gräfenstein: Every congregation has right to 
use full agenda or the mission form. Basic form: Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction, et al. Every 
congregation chooses their own hymnal. We do not use a Lutheran hymnal but we are careful about the 
selection of hymns so that it reflects our theology. 
 
SELCU is officially registered as a Synod in Kiev, but each congregation is registered as itself in its local. 
Holy Communion is not served at preaching stations, but only in registered congregations. Holy 
Communion is not a part of Gospel outreach. 
 
Gräfenstein essentially resigned because he gave a choice – the German liberal pastors must leave or he 
would resign. In the end, Gräfenstein resigned. 
 
The salary of SELCU pastors is dependent upon the LCC. Bishop Maschewski explained that the salary 
of DELKU’s pastors are self-sufficient. 
 
PURPOSE OF MEETING 
 
The meeting came about because of the LCC and the LCMS, not because of SELCU and DELKU. The 
LCC and the LCMS wanted to see if it is possible to meet together so that resources could be shared so 
that resources are used most efficiently. The LCC and LCMS have no interest in forcing together DELKU 
and SELCU. Yet there is parts of a common confession between the two churches. Collver provided some 
background how the Missouri Synod came to be involved with DELKU, admittedly ignorant of much of 
the work that the LCC had done over the previous 20 years. We are interested in a Biblical, Lutheran 
witness in the Ukraine. 
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Maschewski Commented on the introduction: 
 
What many people expected, their dreams did not come true regarding political and economic stability in 
the Ukraine. More and more cases of terrorism, inequality, corruption, and so on. The preached word 
becomes more and more important among people who are seeking hope when they are in despair. There 
are some areas we can cooperate for instance, outreach. We can jointly communicate about the Lutheran 
church, also internet resources. We can cooperate in developing a common course for people who desire 
to be confirmed in the Lutheran church. We could develop resources for children ministries, how to teach 
children the faith. We also could hold some united events such as the Reformation anniversary. Teachers 
who come to the seminary at SELCU could also teach DELKU, and people who come to DELKU to 
teach could teach for SELCU. This is less expensive for everyone as we share these common resources. 
We could hold a conference such as “What is the Reformation?” Before the end of 2017 so that people in 
both of our churches could learn from these events. These examples cover the main spheres were we 
could work. Both of our churches have the same problem in that we both lack human resources to carry 
this out. Sphere: Outreach, Education, Create Common Media or Public Outreach regarding the Lutheran 
churches in Ukraine (sharing of Lutheran literature). 
 
Bugbee said, “I do not think we are asking for a firm commitment that we will do this or that or the other 
thing. The two representatives of SELCU cannot make decisions without the bishop. But we can see if 
there are ways we can strengthen the Biblical Lutheran witness in Ukraine.” 
 
Gräfenstein: We have done some common events with DELKU in the past. We have nothing against such 
cooperation with our two churches. One of the projects was feeding poor people, but for some reason 
DELKU congregations stopped participating in this work. So SELCU was left alone. The second event 
was that SELCU wanted to receive some students from DELKU. But we did not get any reply from 
DELKU. So for the present cohort of students, we do not have any students from DELKU at our 
seminary. By saying all of this, I am in favor of cooperation with DELKU. It is a good idea to have some 
sort of common event for the Reformation anniversary next year. We are not able to make a commitment 
or a decision without the bishop. The areas of cooperation outlined by Bishop Maschewski sound good 
and interesting, and I can share my opinion, but I cannot speak for the bishop. 
 
Pavel: May I state my opinion. I am only from a congregation. We were talking about the position of 
SELCU. I would like to ask my bishop about the position of DELKU. So SELCU wants to stay away 
from being dependent on pastors coming from overseas for pastoral care and ministry. As I understand it, 
SELCU is ready to suffer (even if for a short period) to wait for their pastors to graduate and serve a 
congregation. What is the position of DELKU? Are we willing to suffer like SELCU? Or will we receive 
pastors to help us now? (Maschewski): Our position is a little different than SELCU. Our manpower is so 
little for the ministry. We are more open to cooperation with churches to whom we have the same 
understanding as we in doctrine and practice. We are open to having pastors serve in our churches who 
have the same mind or the same position we have. I don’t say that this is our understanding for the long 
term but for this moment we are happy for help from the outside, since we do not have enough ministers 
for the word and sacraments. We also have a difference from SELCU in the geography of our churches. 
An example, the DELKU churches are much further apart in distance than the SELCU churches. Pastors 
who come from the outside from a confessional tradition can be a model for others in our churches and 
create the desire to become pastors. (Pavel): I also agree with that position if there are pastors who are 
likeminded who can help us, we need to welcome them. The young people need a model of what a pastor 
can be because they have never seen it. This is why I wanted to ask you President Bugbee and Dr. 
Collver. We recognize that your churches have the true teaching. Can you help us? I am an elder of a 
congregation. We need resources to help us out. 
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Collver mentioned the continuing education classes held in DELKU by Missouri Synod people and how 
he did not believe these are in competition with the SELCU seminary. Bugbee jumped in and said both 
churches could benefit from continuing education classes, and it could help both Ukrainian churches 
become more familiar with the LCC and LCMS. 
 
Maschewski: The topics of the LCMS seminars held at DELKU were: Law and Gospel, Holy Ministry, 
Lutheran Confessions, Liturgy and Holy Communion. Usually, the classes were held Monday to Saturday 
with a certificate given to the participants. Closed with a communion service. 
 
Bugbee: Collver, Torgerson and I were talking about how to strengthen the seminary. The building has 
been open for six years. The present meeting room could be turned into a proper chapel. Upstairs one of 
the rooms is being turned into a library. One challenge has been to obtaining theological books. Collver 
talked about the Chemnitz Library Initiative as a means of increasing the strength of the library. 
Torgerson would be open and would welcome professors from CTS to teach here. Another new cohort 
will begin in a couple of years. 
 
Collver: It might be possible to supplement work at the Ukrainian seminary with lectures from 
Novosibirsk both distance lectures and perhaps if the political situation improves, lectures in person. 
 
Pavel: Does SELCU and DELKU have pulpit and altar fellowship? What hinders us from fellowship? 
 
Gräfenstein: No. We do not have altar and pulpit fellowship. One the reason this has happened is you 
have one woman preaching even though you do not call her a pastor. 
 
Bugbee: Well the question is larger than this. The significant question in the background is will DELKU 
remain faithful. Even before I knew Bishop Maschewski when I heard that he was elected bishop instead 
of a German, I know that DELKU is better off now than it was before. 
 
Collver: If I understand correctly, SELCU and LCC do not have altar and pulpit fellowship. 
 
Bugbee: No we do not have full Eucharistic fellowship. We have had a working agreement for 19 years. 
 
Collver: DELKU has asked the LCMS for fellowship discussions and the seminars were designed to 
address areas where differences in doctrine or practice had been identified between the two churches. We 
have not had additional talks with DELKU until we could have this meeting between SELCU, DELKU, 
LCC, and LCMS. 
 
Oleg: To be honest, we have put off further contact with DELKU due to the legal questions and other 
matters swirling around DELKU. SELCU has offered the use of the seminary with DELKU. We had 
discussed forming a committee to discuss a celebration of Reformation jointly with DELKU, SELCU and 
Horpynchuk. Nothing has happened. Also, it sometimes feels that we need foreigners around to meet 
when we could do some things without foreigners. I am sorry just being honest. 
 
Maschewski: Regarding sending people to the SELCU seminary, we had two people who were going to a 
Bible school. These two students were funded by a free Lutheran church in America, but that funding 
stopped after we had problems in DELKU. So we were not able to send these two students to the SELCU 
seminary. The young men do not want just a certificate or diploma but want a degree. We are not working 
very much on getting together and talking about matters, but this is probably the fault of both of our 
churches. 
 
Bugbee: I realize that DELKU has undergone some challenges the past. 
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Collver: Oleg some of the items you mentioned did not happen because I agreed not to proceed until Dr 
Bugbee, me and representatives from SELCU and DELKU could all meet. Unfortunately, it took over a 
year for this meeting to happen. Otherwise, the committee and planning that we discussed would have 
likely happened. 
 
Oleg: To be honest, we refused invitations from DELKU because we were waiting to see how the trouble 
in DELKU was going to turn out. Then I spoke to Dr. Bugbee and he said we should just wait until we 
could sit around a table and discuss these matters. 
 
Gräfenstein: I want to add that we really feel for what is happening in DELKU now. We expect or 
anticipate that there will be a renewal of the confessions in DELKU. We do not want to influence what is 
happening in DELKU. You need to come to some point and then perhaps we can resume discussions. 
God may bring us to the point of some bigger cooperation. 
 
Maschewski: We hope from further prayer and help from your side. 
 
Oleg: We have attended some services in DELKU. We did not attend Holy Communion. We heard 
sermons and quite honestly were not impressed with those sermons. We took those opportunities to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in your churches. It sowed some division. We don’t just look from the 
outside and say that God is punishing you for that, but we do pray for you. These are some of the barriers 
that prevent greater cooperation with our churches. 
 
Maschewski: We need to take steps not to hold each other back or to be in each other’s way. 
 
Gräfenstein: We need to have unity among the Lutherans in Ukraine, maybe not one church but at least a 
common confession. 
 
Bugbee: Collver is taking notes on this so some church archeologist would find it some day. 
 
The meeting conclude at noon tomorrow. 
 
Collver Concluded with Prayer 
 
11 August 2016 
 
OPENING – Bugbee Psalm 46. 
 
AGENDA BUILDING FOR THE DAY 
 
CONCRETE ISSUES 
 
1. Dnipropetrovsk has a SELCU and a DELKU congregation. There is a Canadian (LCC) pastor 
who wants to explore his Ukrainian heritage. He has visited Dnipropetrovsk and worked with the 
SELCU congregation. He learned about the DELKU congregation. Now this pastor would like to 
work with the DELKU congregation too. How does the leadership of SELCU and DELKU feel 
about it? After Bugbee described the situation, DELKU and SELCU discussed the situation. 
Apparently, the LCC pastor introduced some practices that caused problems in SELCU. 
Maschewski said in DELKU individual congregations cannot decide that this man or that man 
will serve or help them without consultation. So the situation is different than it is in SELCU. 
DELKU is open to having someone from LCC assist in their congregations. Bugbee just noted 
that the man is a strong personality and he did not want him to intrude where he was not invited. 
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2. Development of a four way protocol agreement. Discussion. 

Respectfully Submitted on 12 August 2016 by 
Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations 
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НЕЛЦУ. ИДЕНТИЧНОСТЬ, ИСТОРИЯ И СОВРЕМЕННОСТЬ. 
 
1. General introduction of each church body; its size, brief history, current needs and priorities/ 
Allgemeine Vorstellung jeder Kirche; Größe, Werdegang, derzeitige Anforderungen und 
Prioritäten 
 
НЕЛЦУ пребывает в традиции Евангелическо-Лютеранской Церкви в Украине с XVI 
века. В 1832 г. Церковь была впервые конституирована в составе ЕЛЦ Российской 
империи, и, затем, в 1924 году была преобразована, как ЕЛЦ СССР. После периода 
репрессий, отчуждения собственности и насильственной депортации воссоздалась в 
Украине в 1990 г.. 
В 1991 году был проведен первый Синод возрожденной НЕЛЦУ в Украине. 
НЕЛЦУ является самостоятельной Церковью и решает все внутренние и внешние 
вопросы в соответствии с действующим Церковным Уставом, каноническими 
положениями и государственным законодательством, а также с иными официальными 
документами НЕЛЦУ. 
НЕЛЦУ состоит из ее общин и строится на их основе. Общины НЕЛЦУ объединяет 
общее исповедание и канонические правила. Исключено членство в НЕЛЦУ общин 
принадлежащих иным религиозным организациям и союзам. 
Исторически НЕЛЦУ соблюдает немецкую традицию, но она никогда не была 
Церковью только одного языка или только одного народа. Мы открыты для людей 
различных языков и национальностей. Решение о том, на каком языке проводятся 
Богослужения, принимается каждой общиной самостоятельно, однако, с учётом того, что 
богослужебный язык должен, прежде всего, служить общедоступности проповеди. Язык 
или языки богослужения являются, как правило, рабочими языками собрания церковной 
общины и Совета общины. Эти же правила соблюдаются и на Синодах. Сан и служения в 
НЕЛЦУ могут вверяться также лицам, не имеющим гражданства Украины, если это не 
противоречит законодательству государства. 
Крещеные христиане, принадлежащие НЕЛЦУ и желающие совместно праздновать 
богослужения, составляют поместную Евангелическо-лютеранскую общину в месте её 
расположения. Каждая община является Церковью Иисуса Христа. Предпосылкой 
членства в одной из общин НЕЛЦУ является Святое Крещение. О желании стать членом 
общины необходимо письменно заявить в Совет общины, который принимает решение о 
принятии в члены церковной общины. О членстве детей в общине заявляют их родители. 
Прочее регулируется Уставом общины. Условием для полноправного участия в 
богослужебной жизни общины, участия в Таинстве Святого Причастия, исполнения 
ответственных поручений в общине, в особенности членство в Совете общины, является 
конфирмация (или крещение во взрослом возрасте), которые совершаются по завершению 
предшествующего глубокого наставления. В случае новообразованных общин епископом 
могут быть допущены исключения из этого правила. 
На данный момент в НЕЛЦУ входит 21 община и 15 молитвенных групп, общей 
численностью прихожан ок. 10000 человек (регулярно посещающих Богослужения 
ок.2000). В НЕЛЦУ несут служение 9 пасторов, три диакона и 3 предиканта. 
НЕЛЦУ входит в союз Евангелическо-лютеранских Церквей в России, Украине, 
Казахстане, Узбекистане и Киргизии. 
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НЕЛЦУ является постоянным членом Всеукраинского Совета Церквей и 
религиозных организаций и с 2016 года входит в Совет при Президенте по подготовке 
празднования 500-летнего юбилея Реформации. 
 
2. Theological orientation on Scripture and Lutheran confessions; areas where further 
development is needed/ Theologische Orientierung in Bezug auf Schrift und Bekenntnis; 
Bereiche, die weiterer Arbeit bedürfen 
 
Немецкая Евангелическо-лютеранская Церковь Украины принадлежит к единой, 
святой, христианской и апостольской Церкви, которая пребывает всегда и везде, где 
Слово Божие проповедуется в чистоте и Таинства преподаются согласно установлению 
Божьему. 
НЕЛЦУ признает и исповедует Священное Писание Ветхого и Нового Заветов, как 
единственный источник и непогрешимую норму всего церковного учения и деяния, и 
считает Апостольский, Никейский и Афанасьевский Символы древней Церкви, а также 
вероисповедание Лютеранской Церкви, в особенности в подлинном Аугсбургском 
исповедании и Кратком Катехизисе Мартина Лютера, истинным и чистым толкованием 
Слова Божьего. 
Эти основополагающие вероучения обязательны для всех церковных органов и не 
подлежат церковному законотворческому переосмыслению. 
Начало третьего тысячелетия уже не оправдало многих радужных мечтаний. Нас не 
могут не тревожить встречающиеся сегодня проявления нетерпимости и экстремизма, 
неравенства и насилия, коррупции и террора – всего того, что ставит под угрозу 
демократические принципы и несет ущемление свободе личности. В этих условиях наше 
слово о Воскресении Христа, о Его победе над злом во всех его проявлениях, о 
возможности преображения жизни, становится все более и более значимым и насущным. 
Мы осознали себя, как сообщество верующих Украины. Мы не филиал России, мы не 
филиал Баварии. Мы самостоятельная Церковь со своей традицией и историей. 
В свете последних изменений и событий, касающихся нашей церковной жизни, мы 
ответственно заявляем относительно нашей идентичности: 
1) 
Наши общины, как часть Немецкой Евангелическо-Лютеранской Церкви 
Украины, принадлежат к единой, святой, христианской и апостольской Церкви, которая 
пребывает всегда и везде, где слово Божие проповедуется в чистоте и Таинства 
преподаются согласно установлению. 
2) 
Мы признаем и исповедуем Священное Писание Ветхого и Нового Заветов 
как единственный источник и непогрешимую норму всего церковного учения и деяния. 
3) 
Как участники Церкви, мы «уже не чужие, но сограждане святым и свои 
Богу» и «утверждаемся на основании Апостолов и пророков, имея Самого Иисуса Христа 
краеугольным камнем» (Еф.2:19-20). В рождении, жизни, смерти и воскресении Иисуса 
Христа явилась Божья любовь, спасающая нас от власти греха и смерти (Ин. 3.16-18). Мы 
верим, что все крещенные во имя Триединого Бога члены Церкви являются всеобщим 
священством народа Божия и призваны участвовать в её апостольском служении 
различными и многообразными дарами, исходящими от Святого Духа, принося свои 
жизни в «жертву живую», непрестанно молясь и неизменно пребывая в Слове и 
Таинствах. 
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4) 
Мы исповедуем своё членство в НЕЛЦУ в духе Преамбулы Устава НЕЛЦУ 
и признаем, что Устав и Положения НЕЛЦУ являются для нас действительным сводом 
организационных правил, обязательных для исполнения каждой общиной и 
регулирующих повседневную церковную жизнь и порядок осуществления служений во 
всех областях. 
5) 
НЕЛЦУ самостоятельно решает все внутренние вопросы в соответствии с 
действующим государственным законодательством, а также с Церковным Уставом и 
иными официальными документами НЕЛЦУ, выполняя решения и предписания 
избранных ею органов (ст.3 Устава НЕЛЦУ). 
6) 
Высшим законодательным органом НЕЛЦУ является Синод. 
Исполнительное руководство осуществляется Синодальным комитетом. 
7) 
Мы пребываем в полном духовном и организационном единстве в 
сообществе общин НЕЛЦУ. Наше церковное единство образовывают проповедь Слова и 
совершение Таинств, которые публично преподаются ординированными и 
благословленными служителями. Через эти благодатные Дары Бог творит и сохраняет 
наши общины, рождая в нас непрестанно веру, любовь и новую жизнь. Никто не имеет 
права публично учить в наших общинах или отправлять Таинства Алтаря, не будучи 
призван к тому согласно установленному и законному порядку. 
8) 
Мы считаем, что поставление через рукоположение и благословение на 
служение Слова и Таинств является Божьим учреждением и даром Церкви. Поставленный 
на служение церковный сотрудник служит всему народу Божьему вверенным ему 
поручением и принадлежит, как все христиане, к Христову священству, так и к 
служителям Церкви. Все духовные и организационные церковные вопросы обсуждаются 
на теологической конференции НЕЛЦУ, участниками которой являются пасторы, диаконы 
и предиканты. Главой теологической конференции является правящий епископ в силу 
своего сана. 
9) 
Епископское служение, осуществляемое как лично в силу своего сана, так 
и коллегиально, и общинно, является знаком единства нашей Церкви и апостольской 
преемственности в жизни и свидетельстве. Епископ осуществляет верховное духовное 
руководство НЕЛЦУ и совместно с Синодом и Синодальным комитетом осуществляет 
общее руководство НЕЛЦУ. Епископ уполномочен представлять НЕЛЦУ в 
правоотношениях с третьими лицами и подписывать все правовые документы, он 
ответственен за соблюдение Устава НЕЛЦУ и Положений o служениях в Церкви (ст.21 
Устава НЕЛЦУ). 
10) 
Мы признаем добровольное право каждой поместной общины 
самостоятельно решать вопрос о членстве в НЕЛЦУ, согласно Уставу НЕЛЦУ, и 
оставляем за Синодом право решения об исключении отдельных общин из нашего 
церковного союза в случае неоднократных грубых нарушений общиной Устава НЕЛЦУ. 
11) 
Мы исповедуем, что наши общины призваны к верному служению и 
нуждаются в постоянном покаянии и обновлении. 
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3. Position on common work, Goals and areas for cooperation, internal difficulties and obstacles 
/ Einstellung zur möglichen Zusammenarbeit, Arbeitsbereiche und Ziele, interne 
Herausforderungen und Hindernisse 
Лютеранские Церкви в Украине, на наш взгляд, имеют хорошие возможности для 
объединения своих усилий в следующих направлениях: 
 
внешняя миссия, распространение информации о ЕЛЦ и нашем исповедании 
 
христианское свидетельство самым широким слоям населения через 
средства массовой информации и Сети Интернет. 
 
организация приходских библио-, аудио- и видеотек, 
 
обеспечение общин теологической литературой и конфессиональными 
периодическими изданиями 
 
создание и издание программ для конфирмационных занятий 
 
создание и издание программ для воскресных школ 
 
проведение общецерковных мероприятий R500-2017 
 
проведение совместных образовательных курсов (на местах и 
централизовано), семинаров, конференций. 
 
помощь общинам человеческими и материальными ресурсами 
 
выстраивание 
многовекторных 
/ 
мультилатеральных 
отношений 
с 
конфессиональными лютеранскими Церквями 
 
организация и поддерживание экуменических отношений 
 
Лютеранским Церквям Украины, для успешного осуществления наших общих задач, 
необходимо: 
 
учитывать особенности экономического, культурного и социального развития 
тех, к кому мы обращаемся. 
 
Принять во внимание менталитет, традиции, образ жизни, манеру мышления, 
религиозный контекст, привычки и жизненные приоритеты наших аудиентов 
 
Стремиться преобразить наше благовестие так, чтобы оно было понятным и 
актуальным для слушателей 
 
необходимость применения разнообразных форм и методов проповеди 
Евангелия среди людей, живущих современными проблемами 
 
С уважением относиться к различным религиозным и светским организациям 
 
Быть открытыми к конструктивному диалогу 
 
Налаживать и развивать экуменические связи и сотрудничество 

14
 
Не заниматься прозелитизмом 

4. Theological education (for pastoral candidates and for those already ordained) / Theologische 
Ausbildung (sowohl für werdende Pastoren als auch für Pastoren im Amt) 
Помимо классического богословского образования нам необходимо: 
 проведение тематических семинаров 
 проведение курсов повышения квалификации 
 проведение совместных теологических конференций 
 создание дистанционной программы обучения 
 обеспечение учебными материалами программы экстерната 
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AGENDA FOR THE JOINT DISCUSSIONS 
of the German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (DELKU), 
Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC), 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), and the 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU) 
 
TAGESORDNUNG FÜR DIE GEMEINSAMEN GESPRÄCHE 
der Deutschen Evangelisch-Lutherischen Kirche der Ukraine (DELKU), 
der Lutherischen Kirche-Kanada (LCC), 
der Lutherischen Kirche—Missouri-Synode (LCMS) und der 
Synode Evangelisch-Lutherischer Kirchen der Ukraine (SELCU) 
 
10-11 August 2016 
 
Concordia Seminary, Usatovo (Odessa), Ukraine 
im Concordia-Seminar, Usatowo bei Odessa, Ukraine 
 
* * * 
Participants / Teilnehmende: 
 
DELKU: 
Bishop/Bischof Sergej Maschewski, Odessa 
 
LCC: 
President/Präses Dr. Robert Bugbee, Winnipeg/Canada 

Rector/Rektor Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, Concordia Seminary, Odessa 
 
LCMS: 
Dr. Albert B. Collver, St. Louis/USA 
 
SELCU: 
Bishop Emeritus/Altbischof Dr. Viktor Gräfenstein, Marsberg/Germany 

Pastor Oleg Schewtschenko, Odessa 
 
* * * 
Discussions are envisioned for both days (Wednesday and Thursday), from approximately 9:00 
a.m. to 12 Noon, and again from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m. Meals will be offered at the seminary, to 
which all participants are cordially invited. 
 
Die Gespräche sollen stattfinden an beiden Tagen (Mittwoch und Donnerstag), von ungefähr 9,00 
Uhr vormittags bis 12 Uhr, und dann nach der Mittagspause von 13,00 bis 16,00 Uhr. Alle 
Teilnehmenden sind zu den im Seminargebäude angebotenen Mahlzeiten herzlich eingeladen. 
 
Out-of-town guests will be lodged in dormitory rooms at the Seminary. 
 
Gäste von außerhalb der Stadt Odessa werden im Seminargebäude untergebracht. 
 
* * * 
Themes for Discussion / Gesprächsthemen: 
 
1 
General introduction of each church body; its size, brief history, current needs and 
priorities 
 
Allgemeine Vorstellung jeder Kirche; Größe, Werdegang, derzeitige Anforderungen und 
Prioritäten 
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2 
Theological orientation on Scripture and Lutheran confessions; areas where further 
development is needed 

Theologische Orientierung in Bezug auf Schrift und Bekenntnis; Bereiche, die weiterer 
Arbeit bedürfen 
 
3 
Position on common work, goals and areas for cooperation, internal difficulties and 
obstacles 

Einstellung zur möglichen Zusammenarbeit, Arbeitsbereiche und Ziele, interne 
Herausforderungen und Hindernisse 
 
4 
Theological education (for pastoral candidates and for those already ordained) 

Theologische Ausbildung (sowohl für werdende Pastoren als auch für Pastoren im Amt) 
 
5 
Other matters (Here participants may add to the list) 

Sonstiges (Here dürfen Teilnehmende weitere Punkte hinzufügen) 


Photographs from “DELKU LCC LCMS SELCU Meeting Agenda Notes” (2016-08-11).
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FOUR-PARTY PROTOCOL AGREEMENT 
Between 
Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC), Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
And 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine (DELKU) 
And 
the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU) 
 
12 AUGUST 2016 
The Basis of Our Partnership 
 
We thank God for our shared history in the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
affirm the blessing of Altar and Pulpit Fellowship which exists between the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and Lutheran Church-Canada. 

Furthermore, we gratefully acknowledge that our partnership in mission is rooted in the 
Word of God which has produced a common bond of faith, doctrine, practice, and fellowship. 
We rejoice in making a bold confession of our agreement and accept without reservation: 
 
a) The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word of God and the 
only rule and norm of faith and practice; and 
 
b) All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and 
unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God, including: the Apostles’ 
Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, 
the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Large Catechism 
of Luther, the Small Catechism of Luther, and the Formula of Concord. 
 
Our shared confession is an unconditional commitment to the Holy Scripture as the 
inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word of God and to the confessional writings of the Lutheran 
Church as a correct exposition of the Word of God. 
 
We boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, proclaimed by the Holy Scripture as 
the Son of God and the Son of Man. There is no salvation apart from Him. (John 14:6, Acts 
4:12) Our common faith is centered in the atoning work of God in Jesus Christ, His Son, and is 
clearly stated in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith without works. (Ephesians 
2:8-9, AC IV). Our commitment to this central article of faith binds us together and forms the 
basis for our partnership in mission. 
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The Goal of Our Partnership 
 
Based on our common confession of faith, our partnership seeks to respond to the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ who has called, gathered, enabled, and equipped His Church for 
mission. Prior to His ascension to heaven Jesus gave His Church the great Commission in 
saying: 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 ESV) 
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8 ESV) 
 
We are likewise convinced by the words of the Saviour that this missionary endeavor is 
both extensive and enduring. 
14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as 
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) 
 
Compelled by the voice of our Lord, we pledge to work in partnership, utilizing the 
human and material resources that God gives to each of our church bodies. 
 
Recognition of Confessional Lutheran Churches in Ukraine 
 
There are three main Lutheran Churches in Ukraine: 
 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (GELCU / DELKU) [Немецкая 
Евангелическо-лютеранская Церковь Украины (в дальнейшем НЕЛЦУ)], founded 
1764. In 1832, the DELKU was part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Russian Empire. 
This church was re-established or re-constituted in 1996. The headquarters are based in Odessa. 
The connection between DELKU and the Missouri Synod (LCMS) happened through Sergei 
Maschewski, a participant in the Russia Project operated by Concordia Theological Seminary in 
Fort Wayne. Maschewski was elected the bishop of DELKU in February 2014. 
 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Ukraine [Синод Евангелическо-
Лютеранских Церквей Украины (СЕЛЦУ]), founded 1996. This church is based in Odessa. 
Lutheran Church Canada (LCC) has worked with SELCU since 1996. SELCU was founded by 
Viktor Gräfenstein, who served as its first bishop / superintendent. Gräfenstein had been the 
superintendent in DELKU but left to do mission work leading to the formation of SELCU. Work 
with the seminary began in 1998. Bishop Alexander Urchenko has served as bishop / 
superintendent since November 2014. 
 
Ukrainian Lutheran Church [Українська Лютеранська Церква] was re-established in 
1996 and affiliated with the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) and the Evangelical 
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Lutheran Synod (ELS). The Ukrainian Lutheran Church is the direct descendant of the Ukrainian 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession founded in 1925 in the western Ukraine. 
Cordial relations exist between Bishop Horpynchuk and DELKU, SELCU, and LCMS but there 
is no agreement or official connection to these churches. This church is based in Kiev. The 
Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC) traces its roots to the Ukrainian Evangelical Church of the 
Augsburg Confession which was destroyed by the Soviets in 1939. The Ukrainian Lutheran 
Church uses the liturgy based on the Liturgy of the Byzantine Lutheran Rite, which is based off 
the liturgy of the Eastern Rite, used by the Orthodox church. This significantly distinguishes the 
Ukrainian Lutheran Church from other Lutheran churches as most use the Latin rite. This church 
presently is not a part of this agreement. 
 
The purpose of this Four-Party Protocol Agreement is to strengthen confessional 
Lutheranism in the Ukraine by sharing resources between the four churches when desired and 
where practical. This agreement is to encourage cooperation in the sharing of theological 
education, conferences and seminars. This agreement also seeks to encourage open 
communication between the four signatories of this agreement, and to make overtures to the 
Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC) in areas of cooperation in externals. 
 
All parties to this Protocol Agreement are committed to mutual comfort and consolation 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5) to the end that a powerful witness will be given to unity in the Body of 
Christ (Ephesians 4:3-6) and appreciation for the diversity of spiritual gifts among God’s people. 
(1 Corinthians 12:4-7, Ephesians 4:11-13) 
 
Practical Cooperation 
In our work together, we respect each other’s constituting documents. We intentionally seek 
ways to share the Lutheran faith by word and deed, and we strive to be fundamentally 
constructive in all our work together. We respect existing relationships. 
The churches shall consider cooperation in the following practical areas: 
• Regular contact between the church leadership 
• Collective theological work to strengthen the work of pastoral ministry—for 
example, in the form of pastoral lectures and pastoral conventions 
• Reciprocal invitations to theological presentations 
• Coordination to ensure maximum participation of the signatories 
The churches want to strengthen their relationships through such activities as: 
• Cooperation in mission outreach initiatives 
• Cooperation in child and youth work 
• Cooperation and reciprocal aid in the area of diaconal work 
• 
Cooperation in the sphere of church music 

The LCMS commits to respecting the long ' tanding mi s~io n \\ork of the LCC in Ul-.rainc among 
the SELCU. The LCMS "ill ;eek the agreement o f the I.CC be lore expanding ''ork be)ond that 
described in this agreement. including but not limited to the sending of missionaries et al. 
Rati tication/ Amendment/Rev is ion 
• 
lhis \\Orking agreement'' ill tal--c effect'' hen it is signed h) the re!- recti' e 
partners 
• 
This agreement ma) be amended or rc' isccl b) mutual agreement or the partner~ 
• 
Termination of this agrecmentma) be called lo r in writing b) an) partner on prior 
notice of three month . 
Date: 12 August 20 16 
Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC) 
B) ~Db V r ~J2u, 
(Re' . Dr. Robert Bugbee~~lc
iclent) 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) 
Ge•m: E;e~tl.e'" 
B) ----~c)~~
· ~
--~~~-
(Rev.~ Masc h~~,~~· 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine (SELCL) 
[3y It q;,~~~ 
(Rev. Vikt~rafen stein . Bi hop Emeritus) 
~dc~chc,, t§:~~nt) 
4 
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CONTACTS 
Lutheran Church Canada (LCC) 
Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee, President 
president@lutheranchurch.ca 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Office of the President 
Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Director of Church Relations 
albert.collver@lcms.org 
 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine 
Rev. Serge Maschewski, Bishop 
serge.maschewski@delku.com.ua 
 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ukraine 
Rev. Oleg Schewtschenko, Vice-Bishop / President 
olegator2000@mail.ru 
 

Photographs from “PROTOCOL AGREEMENT LCC LCMS SELCU DELKU Signed” (2016-08-12).
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Wittenberg’s Old Latin School installs new managing director

Document 44 · 2016-08-17 · Narrative



The sign at the Old Latin School, noting the center’s relationship with the International Lutheran Council. Participants in the in the induction service. Back row: Markus Fischer, Armin Wenz, Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, Thomas Junker, and Bishop Emeritus Dr. Jobst Schöne. Front row: Bishop Voigt, David Mahsman, Kristin Lange, Dr. Albert Collver, and President Robert Bugbee. The “mother church of the Reformation” in Luther’s Wittenberg glows in the afternoon sunshine on the day of the ILSW induction festival Present and former directors of the Wittenberg Project: Rev. David Mahsman, Kristin Lange, and Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson. Germany – The International Lutheran Study and Visitors’ Center in Wittenberg (also known as the “Old Latin School”) bid a formal farewell to its retiring Managing Director and installed his successor in a festival service on Sunday, August 14. The service, held at the Town Church of St. Mary, the “mother church of the Reformation,” marked the retirement of Rev. David Mahsman, a missionary of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod (LCMS), who served seven years in the position. During Rev. Mahsman’s tenure, the rebuilding of the “Old Latin School” (originally built in 1567) was completed, and the new center dedicated in May 2015. Rev. Mahsman and his wife, Lois, return to the United States around September 1 to live in St. Louis, their former home before moving to Germany. The service included the formal induction of Kristin Lange as the new Managing Director for the Center. Lange, who hails from Kansas, studied at the Humboldt University in Berlin and works effectively in both English and German. Conducting the formal farewell and induction ceremony was Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, the LCMS Assistant to the President for Church Relations. “The focus of the Managing Director’s work will obviously change now,” commented Dr. Collver, “since the building is complete. Now comes the task of shaping the Old Latin School into an active gathering point for confessional Lutherans to meet, study, and get to know church partners from around the world.” Dr. Collver went on to note that the International Lutheran Council (ILC), a worldwide association of confessional Lutheran churches, is working to intensify its ties with the Old Latin School— a relationship indicated clearly on the building’s signage. Serving as officiant for the service was Rev. Dr. HansJörg Voigt, Bishop of the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (SELK) and Chairman of the ILC. The SELK and LCMS have been sponsoring churches for the Old Latin School project since its inception. Bishop Voigt was assisted at the worship by SELK pastors from parishes near Wittenberg, as well as by Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Torgerson, who served as the original project director prior to Mahsman’s arrival. Preacher for the service was President Robert Bugbee of Lutheran Church-Canada. In his German-language sermon, President Bugbee emphasized the heartbeat of the Old Latin School’s mission: to introduce needy people to the Good News of Jesus Christ. Luther’s old Town Church reverberated with festive organ music provided by Rev. Dr. Christopher S. Ahlman, an LCMS missionary. The Old Latin School’s prime location at Jüdenstrasse 38 is just steps away from the Town Church’s main portal. The center includes offices, hotel accommodations, a lecture hall, kitchen facilities, and a chapel. In addition, Concordia Publishing House has many materials for sale in the center’s bookstore. The new director, Kristin Lange, also has her residence in the building, which has a busy calendar going into the Reformation 500 Anniversary year in 2017. ——————— th By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church–Canada. Wittenberg’s “Old Latin School” installs new managing director by Mathew Block | Aug 17, 2016 NEWS Media Contacts Newsletter Archives ILC Statements SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Email address: Your email address SIGN UP RSS Feed World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE International Lutheran Council. All rights reserved.  World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE  About Us 3 Members 3 Seminaries 3 World Conferences 3 Resources 3 Signup for ILC updates
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Photographs from “Wittenberg’s Old Latin School installs new managing director” (2016-08-17).
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1 Inter-Church Relationships of the LCMS

By Albert B. Collver and Darin Storkson

Inter-Church relationships of the LCMS have been growing by leaps and bounds in the last triennium. In addition to our growing family of official “Partner Church” bodies with which the LCMS is in altar and pulpit fellowship, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Allied Church” bodies with which we collaborate in various ways but with which we do not yet have altar and pulpit fellowship. We presently have thirty-six official partnerships that have already been recognized by the LCMS in convention, as well as good relationships with an additional twentythree Allied Church bodies, many of which are in various stages of fellowship talks with the LCMS.

In addition, the LCMS also has six “Emerging Relationships” with Lutheran church bodies that we are getting to know but with which we do not yet have a formal relationship. Most of these have approached the LCMS out of a desire to share our solid, Biblical theology.

These various relationships make for a total of 75 Lutheran church relationships in a total of 56 countries! This represents more than 21 million people.

Lastly, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Ecumenical Relationships” with non-Lutheran church bodies for the sake of dialog and cooperatio in externis.

* Indicates a member of the International Lutheran Council (ILC).

Partner Churches (already recognized by the LCMS in convention)

1. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina * 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil * 3. Lutheran Church—Canada * 4. Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile * 5. Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark * 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Synod of France * 7. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (Germany) * 8. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana * 9. Lutheran Church in Guatemala * 10. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti * 11. Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod * 12. India Evangelical Lutheran Church * 13. Japan Lutheran Church * 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan 15. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya *

2 16. Lutheran Church in Korea * 17. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia 18. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia 19. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania 20. Lutheran Synod of Mexico * 21. Lutheran Church of Nigeria * 22. Lutheran Church in Norway * 23. Gutnius Lutheran Church (Papua New Guinea) * 24. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay * 25. Lutheran Church in the Philippines * 26. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria (Russia) * 27. Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia) * 28. Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (South Africa) * 29. Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa * 30. Lanka Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka) * 31. China Evangelical Lutheran Church (Taiwan) * 32. Lutheran Church of Togo 33. Lutheran Church of Uruguay 34. Lutheran Church of Venezuela * 35. Evangelical Lutheran Church of England * 36. The American Association of Lutheran Churches (USA) * Allied Churches

1. Lutheran Church of Australia * 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium * 3. Evangelical Christian Lutheran Church of Bolivia * 4. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia 5. Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic 6. Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (Czech Republic) 7. Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 8. Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland 9. Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church 10. Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan

11. Malagasy Lutheran Church (Madagascar) 12. Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua * 13. Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Peru * 15. Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church * 16. Lutheran Mission in Africa--Synod of Thousand Hills (Rwanda) 17. Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa 18. Mission Province in Sweden 19. Lutheran Church of East Africa (Tanzania) 20. Istanbul Lutheran Church (Turkey)

3 21. German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine (DELKU) 22. The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod—USA * 23. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan / Sudan Emerging Relationships

1. Myanmar Lutheran Church (Burma) 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia 3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Norway (DELK) 4. Norwegian Lutheran Mission 5. Lutheran Church in Singapore 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania--Southeast Lake Victoria Diocese 7. South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church 8. Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) 9. Lutheran Church of Colombia 10. Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Ukraine (SELCU)

Ecumenical Relationships

1. Roman Catholic Church (The Vatican) 2. North American Lutheran Church (NALC) 3. Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) 4. Anglican Church of South Sudan 5. Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) 6. Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)
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1 
Mekane Yesus Seminary and University System 
Agenda for a Consultation between MYS and LCMS Leadership 
Gudina Tumssa MT Center 
20-22 September 2016 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
20 September 2016, Tuesday 
Opening Song 
Devotion – Dr. Rast 
Introductions 
Discussion of the Agenda / Program Approved 
Admnistrative Report – Dr. Yacob / Ato Tadesse / Ato Fufa 
Students: 32 MA II, 33 MA I; BTh – 14 year 4, 24 year 3, 23 year 2, 41 year 1; Summer BTh 24 
year 4, 12 year 3, 7 year 2, 12 year 1. About 170 students in MA and BTh programs. 
Shortage of classrooms. Perhaps this topic and be addressed or discussed in this meeting. 
MA program most of staff comes from LCMS. 
Faculty 10 permanent faculty, but 1 of this group is studying in USA. 2 are hoping to study in 
USA in January 2017. Rev. Bulti, Albem, Gelana, Masmeha, Tesso, Yacob, Abdi, Halie, Ebise, 
et al. 
Raabe and Stinnet from LCMS are teaching in MA and BTh. One Swedish person teaching part 
time. One Norwegian woman teaching part time. 
How many students are in the Regional Seminaries? The statistics are not know. The Diploma 
program has been decentralized to the regional seminaries. Curriculum from the Regional 
Seminaries has been shared with ACTEA. 
Tabor, Nekempte, Hosana, Iyra, Gimbe, et al. 
TEE program is also part of MYS; beginning of 2016, 853 diploma and 3,776 certificant (about 
4,500 in TEE). 
Distance program – 642 in degree program, 365 in diploma program – 1,007 students. 
Ato Tadesse – Finance 
Financil report given. 

4 
ATO FUFA – ACCREDITATION REPORT 

5 
REVIEW OF MINUTES – COLLVER 
Collver reiewed the minutes. Dr. Belay and Dr. Berhanu explained some of the background of 
the past three years. Staffing discussed. 
Dr. Bruk discussed way of brining books into Ethiopia without customs based on his experience 
with EGTS. It is connected to Theological Books Network (TBN). 
MYS will do further work on how to import books. 
PhD program was mostly handled to Roethemyer and Schumacher. 
Roethemeyer will provide interim report and meet with Bruk and Yacob during his six week stay 
next week. 
Dining Hall (What is the status of the dining hall?) is as it is. 
VISION SHARING – Dr. Bruk 
Dr. Bruk is in the learning phase about MYS. He has thoughts about where to give priority. Bru 
showed a PPT: 
1. MYS is the first and leading education unit of the EECMY. 
2. MYS supports the EECMY vision: a) a self-supporting church, b) a unified church, c) a 
missionary church. 
 
Report of EECMY – 8,324 congregations. Baptizes members 7,886,595. Growth 7% per 
year. 
 
3. Campus Development as a priority. The two major times the campus was developed is 
1960s and 1990s. In past two decades, the student body has increased significantly. The 
campus has 100,000 square meters and the space is underdeveloped. The government has 
noticed the underdevelopment. The lack of financial sustainablilty is a constraint on the 
campus. During the first four decades of MYS campus, financial support was entirely 
dependent upon foreign mission societies. Developing facilities and development of 
financial sustainability. MSY should be a center of academic excellence. MYS-MLC 
should be a reputable university by 2020. Transparency, accountity, team spirit are the 
values of MYS. Opening new programs and development of the Bishoftu campus. 
4. MYS-MLC should have international recognition – updated library, internet and media, 
media technology are a priority. Student class rooms, office facility, et al. Faculty and 
staff development and capacity building. Strengthened partnerships. 
5. Ephesians 3:20-21. 

6 
21 September 2016, Wednesday 
Devotion by Rev. Teshome. 
Goverance and Business Models – Dr. Tilahun 
Discussion of the relationship of the regional semianries to MYS seminary and to the EECMY. 
Originally, regional seminaries were under MYS but now are semi-autonomous. Tabor has same 
standing as MYS. The relationship of the regional seminaries are not well defined. The diploma 
program was decentralized primarily due to the lack of facilities at MYS and the desire to begin 
a masters program. Originally regional seminaries were begun by MYS. For the past 5 years, the 
regional seminaries are started by the Department of Mission and Theology. Five years ago there 
were only four regional seminaries, but today there are nine regional seminaries. 
Coffee Break 
ISSUES SPECIFIC TO MY-LMC AND PROPOSED MYU – Dr. Haragewen 
Vision for MY-University 
Discussion 
The stake holders on the board are the congregations. Two Synod presidents are represented to 
keep the connection to the church. 
Tilahun spoke how the MY-University and the MY-Seminary both serve the church. Even 
thought the university cannot teach the Bible, the right staff can provide the light of the bible to 
the students. 
Belay mentioned that Rev. Shauen Trump raised point that MYS not trustworthy, and concern 
about sending money. This was in connetion to aide for Gedion’s widow. 
EGTS has a trust or board for fund raising in the United Kingdom (UK). Board of seven people 
who have close communication with EGTS. All scholarship money for EGTS comes from the 
UK. Bruk is proposing the creation of MYS trust board. 
FINAL REMARKS AND WAY FORWARD – Dr. Berhanu 
Can there be a connection to the Concordia University System? 
Organization needs to be established in Ethiopia. 
The Concordia University System is friendly to Ethiopia. They should be engaged. 
This meeting was a progress report, not a finalized report or approval. More stakeholders need to 
be involved, then after feedback, we develop concrete points. 
Renovation of Bishoftu has been done in three phases. Priority was to school facilities. Plans 
made what needed for school (computers et al) – 4.2 million birr. 

7 
Assignments – First Quarter 2017 
Collver seek a date for the next meeting between the various stakeholders – find date ASAP. 
Collver / Haragewen will make connection with CUS. 
Yacob / Bruk / Roethemeyer: Seminary plan to make a third degree (Ph.D.) / STM / LCMS 
school operate by extension in Ethiopia. 
Bruk / Haragewen: Ethiopian internal structure – relationship between semariny / leadership 
management school / music / regional seminaries et al 
Bruk: Dining Hall case / common project. Make a study and financial report. Make grant in 
pieces. 
Bruk / Tilahun: Develop and work on final presentation to the church. 
Haragewen / Tadelesch: Fund raising possibilities or leadership and management college with 
alumni. 
Bruk: Fund raising for the seminary, possible creation of trust board based in the United States. 
Set up facebook account / blog. 
Bruk: Improvement of Internet for the Campus. 
22 September 2016 
Visit to Bishoftu. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. 

8 
MEETING AGENDA 
Vision: 
“We envision the Mekane Yesus Seminary to be a center of academic excellence in the areas of 
Theology, Music, and Leadership and Management in Ethiopia [and beyond].” 
Mission Statement: 
“The MYS is an institution created to serve the Church and the community by providing optimum 
training and research to pastors, teachers, leaders, administrators, educators, and musicians, etc. All staff 
at MYS are intended to better equip students to do effective work for the community and the Church 
within the context of different cultures in Ethiopia and beyond.” 
Vision – MY-LMC: 
“The vision of MY-LMC is to become an internationally recognized centre of academic excellence that 
provides quality and relevant education and training for all, and to engage in research and emerging as a 
reputable univeristiy by 2020.” 
Mission Statement – MY-LMC: 
“MY-LMC strives to be known as an excellent institution of higher education where theoretical 
knowledge is successfully applied to practical working life development and to the contribution of the 
Ethiopian society.” 
 
Tuesday 20 September 2016 
Time 
Activity 
Person in 
Charge 
9:00 – 9:15 am 
Welcome and Introduction of Delegates 
§ 
Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofga’a, Genarl Secretary, EECMY 
and MYS Board Chairman 
§ 
Dr. A. Collver, Director, Church Relations, LCMS 
§ 
Dr. Larry Rast, President, CTSFW 
§ 
Rev. Dr. Tilahun Mendedo, former President, CCA 
§ 
Rev. Teshome Amenu, Associate Gen. Sec., EECMY 
§ 
Dr. Bely Olam, Outgoing President, MYS 
§ 
Rev. Dr. Yacob Godebo, Dean, SoT-MYS 
§ 
Dr. Haragewoyn Kidane, V/President, MY-LMC, MYS 
§ 
Ato Tadese Gemechis, Head, Finance and Admin, MYS 
§ 
Ato Haile Sadins, Associate Dean, SoT-MYS 
§ 
Ato Fufa Hambacha, Head, Quality Assurance, MYS 
§ 
Dr. Bruk Ayele, President, MYS 
Rev. Dr. Berhanu 
9:15 – 9:30 am 
Opening Devotion and Prayer 
Dr. Rast 
9:30 – 9:40 am 
Adoption of Agenda and Timetable 
Rev. Dr. Berhanu 
9:40 – 9:50 am 
Approval of Feb. 2016 minutes, Updates and Reports 
Rev. Dr. Berhanu 
9:50 – 10:30 am 
Administration Report 
§ 
Enrolment Census – Dr. Yacob 
Dr. Bruk 

9 
§ 
Financial Report – Ato Tadesse 
§ 
Accreditation Matters – Ato Fufa 
10:30 – 10:40 
am 
 
Tea / Coffee break 
 
GTC 
10:40 – 11:20 am 
Follow up Report from Last Minutes 
§ 
Library Development, PhD Program, Curriculum 
Development, Faculty Exchange, Scholarship, 
Technology, Dining Hall, etc... 
Dr. Collver 
11:20 – 12:00 pm 
Vision Sharing from the New President 
Dr Bruk 
12:00 – 12:30 pm 
Discussion on Issues specific to SoT 
Dr. Yacob 
12:30 – 2:00 
pm 
 
Lunch 
 
GTC 
2:00 – 4:30 pm 
Free Time and Rest for guests (OC Consultation) 
Private 
Wednesday 21 September 2016 
9:00 – 9:10 am 
Opening Prayer 
Rev. Teshome 
9:10 – 10:00 am 
Governance and Business Models 
Rev. Dr. Tilahun 
10:00 – 10:30 am 
Discussion on Issues on MYS - General 
Dr. Bruk 
10:30 – 10:40 
am 
 
Tea / Coffee break 
 
GTC 
10:40 – 12:15 pm 
Discussion on Issues specific to MY-LMC and Proposed 
MYU 
Dr Haragewoyn 
12:15 – 12:30 pm 
Final Remarks and Way forward 
Rev. Dr. Berhanu 
12:30 – 2:00 
pm 
 
Lunch 
 
GTC 
2:00 – 4:30 pm 
Visitation of MYS Campus (OC Consultation) 
MYS 
Administration 
Thursday 22 September 2016 
9:00 – 12:00 pm 
Free Time and Rest for guests (OC Consultation) 
Private 
12:00 – 1:00 
pm 
 
Lunch 
 
MYS 
1:00 – 5:30 pm 
Visitation of Bishoftu Campus 
MYS 
Administration 
5:30 – 7:30 pm 
Final Remarks and Closure 
Dinner with MYS Board Members 
 
MYS 
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1

CHURCH RELATIONS REPORT WITH ILC UPDATE FOR BOD, BIM, AND CTCR REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS / EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL (ILC) — May 2017

TRIPS

Dr. Collver

March 6-10 LCMS-LCC-ACNA Meeting, St. Catharines, Ontario April 4-10 ILC / LWF Meeting in Geneva; Belgium Meeting

Mr. Darin Storkson

April 17-25 Hong Kong (various meetings) April 25-30 Taiwan (various meetings) April 30 Japan (NRK Convention) May Taiwan (various meetings)

CHURCH RELATIONS UPDATE

Interest remains high among church bodies in the Global South in both the LCMS and the International Lutheran Council. Presently, the LCMS has received more than 20 requests for church fellowship. The Office of Church Relations (OCR) and the CTCR currently are working together to process 17 requests with the 2019 convention in mind (chart follows later in the report). Discussions with both the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) will take more time. Although 2019 is a good for fellowship with the Malagasy Lutheran Church, it may not be possible to complete all that is necessary until 2022. The large number of requests taxes the available resources.

The CTCR meeting that took place on April 27-28, 2017, recommended fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELKB) according to Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2 (b). The CTCR will prepare a resolution for fellowship in the 2019 convention. The CTCR also recommended fellowship with the Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELP) according to Bylaw 3.9.5.2.2 (c). With the CTCR’s recommendation, the request will be sent to the Presidium for their approval so that President Harrison can declare fellowship in the near future.

The Nordic Dioceses (Norway, Sweden, and Finland) have sought membership in the International Lutheran Council (ILC) and fellowship with the Missouri Synod. LCMS partner churches in Germany and England have begun fellowship talks with these church bodies. The LCMS will seek discussions with them in the near future.

The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) elected a new President in January 2017, Rev. Yonas Yigezu. The other contender for the position was Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa, who will remain the General Secretary. President Yonas has requested that fellowship talks between the EECMY and the LCMS continue. The Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS) also has a new President, Dr. Bruk Ayele. He is very favorable toward the LCMS. A potential challenge to the continued joint work in Ethiopia has been the lack of Global Seminary Initiative (GSI) funding which has funded the masters program in Ethiopia.

The International Lutheran Council (ILC) continues to expand its capacity. Plans are forthcoming for a Lutheran Leadership Development program. The ILC is revising its bylaws to expand membership. This past April the ILC engaged in conversations with the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). A half day was spent in theological discussion on the topic of Biblical Hermeneutics. The ILC and LWF plan to meet again next year.

The general summary is that there are more opportunities than resources to pursue.

2 CHURCH FELLOWSHIP REQUESTS FOR 2019 CONVENTION

Church Fellowship Requests Source/Origin Bylaw Track Status 1 Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELP) RECOMMENDED 2 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELKB) 2/23/17 3.9.5.2.2 (b) RECOMMENDED 3 Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) 2/23/17 3.9.5.2.2 (b) Talks planned 4 Confessional Lutheran Synod of South Africa (CLSSA) 2/23/17 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments 5 Lutheran Church of Uganda (LCU) 2/23/17 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments 6 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church-Sierra Leone (CELC-SL) 2/23/17

OTP monitoring developments 7 Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (ELMDF) Pending

OTP monitoring developments 8 Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway (DELSIN) Pending

OTP monitoring developments 9 Mission Province in Sweden (MPS) Pending

OTP monitoring developments 10 German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine (DELKU) Pending

OTP monitoring developments 11 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) 12/5/13 3.9.5.2.2 (b) Talks ongoing 12 Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church (GKLI) 4/26/12 3.9.5.2.2 (c) Fellowship approved by CTCR; OTP monitoring developments 13 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan/South Sudan (ELCS/SS) OTP monitoring developments 14 South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) 9/7/15 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments 15 Istanbul Lutheran Church (ILK) 2/5/15 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments 16 Lutheran Church of East Africa 9/13/12 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments 17 Evangelical Lutheran Churches in the Himalayan States (Manipur) 3/13/14 3.9.5.2.2 (c) OTP monitoring developments

3 ASIA UDATE

Bangladesh

OCR is supporting ongoing OIM efforts to support an emerging Lutheran group in Bangladesh that has expressed a desire for LCMS fellowship. The informal group of some 1,000 believers is presently in the process of organizing itself formally.

Burma

OCR continues to evaluate the recent fellowship request from The Myanmar Lutheran Church. OCR and OIM have some doubts as to their sincerity but agree that a trip to evaluate the MLC further is warranted. As a result, OIM and/or OCR are planning such a visit.

China

The political situation is China remains unconducive to inter-church engagement.

India

The legitimate India Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC) leadership continues to face stiff opposition from the corrupt anti-administration that is desperately trying to preserve its position in order to continue to benefit from the corruption, collusion, nepotism, and simony that has characterized their involvement with the IELC to date. Nevertheless, the legitimate administration has recently managed to oversee a smooth transition of leadership at the IELC seminary upon the retirement of the former seminary president, successfully installing the new seminary president of their choice over the candidate of the antiadministration despite all the efforts of the anti-administration to interfere. They have also recently again captured control of the symbolically important Bethesda Hospital and Nursing College from a corrupt administrator that was embezzling the profits of the College while not paying the salaries of the hospital workers. The local county executive ruled in favor of the legitimate administration despite entreaties and promises from the anti-officers. The IELC administration is now preparing to conduct regular elections in late May, but intense opposition is expected. OIM and OTP have long advocated for LCMS legal action in India to protect the valuable assets from further embezzlement, and ADCR Darin Storkson has recently identified a suitable lawyer in cooperation with OIM. OTP, OIM, and BOD will be considering the matter further.

The new bishop of the Manipur Evangelical Lutheran Church (MELC) of the Himalayan region of India has renewed his predecessor’s request for LCMS fellowship. The MELC presently has two pastors undergoing advances studies at CTS, one of whom is being sponsored by OIM. Indonesia

In a recent meeting, ADCR Storkson and OIM Southeast Asia Area Director Pr. Charles Ferry agreed that they are not optimistic about the prospects for our relationship with the Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church (GKLI) under their newly elected bishop. Though a fellowship request from the GKLI remains outstanding, ongoing talks are hampered by the fact that they continue to have dozens of women “elders” preaching and serving in pastoral roles.

Japan

OTP has decided to send ADCR Storkson to the upcoming Japan Lutheran Church convention in early May.

4 Nepal

OCR has been approached by a semi-formal group of intending Lutherans in Nepal that are seeking partnership and fellowship with the LCMS and do not want to be aligned with the existing LWF member church in Nepal due to a perception that the latter’s theology is too liberal. ADCR Storkson is corresponding with the group’s leader and keeping OIM’s Area Director informed.

Papua New Guinea (PNG)

The legitimate administration of the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC) continues to be plagued by the GLC’s corrupt and disgraced former bishop that the LCMS disavowed long ago. OTP continues to advise against contact with the ex-bishop. OCR has supported OIM’s interpretation of the LCMS-GLC partnership agreements that does not obligate the LCMS to provide any financial support to the GLC.

Sri Lanka

OCR is supporting OIM S Asia AD Roger James in the completion of a project to legally reorganize the defunct Lanka Lutheran Church (LLC). OIM is putting finishing touches on the governing documents of the new church body.

Taiwan

ADCR Storkson is presently visiting the China Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC). Pres. Miao, in their first meeting, expressed displeasure with the LCMS-controlled Board in Taiwan that controls and manages assets in Taiwan, specifically objecting to a large “Play Café” project that the Taiwan Board recently approved. Pres. Miao also requested that only “higher quality” missionaries be sent to Taiwan, such as the current theological educators that are teaching in Taiwan. This was an oblique reference to dissatisfaction with unskilled, lay, “community worker”-type missionaries that cannot adequately represent or teach Lutheran theology and practice. Pres. Miao indicated that he would like the CELC to continue to learn to become more Lutheran in doctrine and practice and that he would like to “return” to more confessional Lutheran theological education for his pastors, this last comment being another oblique reference to perceived deficiencies at the pan-Lutheran seminary in Taiwan at which they educate their pastors.

Thailand

OCR has concurred with OIM’s decision to draw down its presence in Thailand and has agreed with OIM’s position that potential new missionaries do not have to be vetted by the local partner.
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Report on the Lutheran Training Event for the independent Anglican Church of South Sudan Training conducted by Rev. Dr. Curtis Peters, Rob Lutz, and John Ater at the Nyumanzi Refugee Camp in northwest Uganda February 12-19, 2017 Report written by Curtis Peters

Background

For the past few years the independent Anglican Church of South Sudan (ACSS) under its archbishop, John Thon, has sought an affiliation with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. In late 2015 Bishop Elijah Abuoi Arok of the ACSS, John Ater, and Pastor Peters met in St. Louis with Rev. Dr. Albert Collver and several other Synodical leaders about the ACSS and its interest in affiliation with the LCMS. One result of this positive meeting was the decision to provide some initial training on Lutheran teachings for the ACSS as a first step toward a possible special relationship.

Dr. Collver’s visit with several ACSS leaders in February, 2016, in Juba, South Sudan, set the stage for initial training in Juba for July, 2016, to be led by Rob Lutz, a teacher with experience at the Lutheran Seminary in Yambio, South Sudan. At the last moment this training had to be cancelled because of the outbreak of violence in Juba.

Arrangements were then made to have the training in a refugee camp in northern Uganda in February, 2017, with Rob Lutz and Pastor Peters leading the training with the assistance of John Ater. Plans for the event were coordinated through Bishop Elijah of the ACSS.

The Training Event – Introduction

Rob Lutz, John Ater, and Pastor Peters flew to Entebbe, Uganda, and were met there by Bishop Elijah. They arrived by car at the Nyumanzi Refugee Camp near Adjumani, Uganda, on the afternoon of Saturday, Feb. 11, 2017, where they were met by a Christian welcoming parade of over 200 people. The warm and gracious welcome included prayers and greetings in the sanctuary shelter and a personal welcome in the camp dwelling of the resident bishop, David Manyok Luol.

Sunday morning’s worship at the camp was attended by over 500 with many more outside at the doorways and window openings. Pastor Peters had been invited to preach and used the beatitudes as his text. John Ater translated the message into Dinka. Pastor Peters was also asked to say prayers and blessings over several ill and injured. Rob Lutz, John Ater, and Pastor Peters were given special seats of honor and were treated with special kindness and respect. The four-hour service included singing, liturgy, Scripture and a youth choir with Christian dance. Pastor Peters also had a children’s message with 200 or more children coming forward. He also presented three CPH bible story books to Bishop David for use with the children in their school classes.

The formal training occurred in the worship area from Monday through Friday with normally two sessions in the morning and one in the afternoon totaling four and one-half to five hours each day. Each day began with singing, devotions with Scripture readings from the

Sermon on the Mount, and prayer. Pastor Peters led the training sessions with John Ater as his translator. Rob Lutz also spoke on the topics, and Bishop Elijah was his translator.

There were a total of 53 registered participants in the training. This included 2 bishops (Bishop Elijah and Bishop David), 13 pastors, 8 teachers, 1 vicar, 2 youth leaders, several council members, and additional church leaders. Other bishops were not able to attend because of extreme travel difficulties. (There are a total of 12 bishops plus 1 vacancy.) The archbishop was in Australia for medical treatment.

One extremely important feature was that from Thursday through Sunday (Feb. 16-19), Bishop Peter of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan/Sudan was also present. He arrived from Yambio, South Sudan, and was very warmly received. He always sat with the other two bishops and was treated with great honor and respect. The relationship they developed together was wonderful. Bishop Peter invited people to attend the Yambio seminary and already has received one application for beginning this June. Bishop Peter opened the door for a great working relationship with the ACSS.

Training – Day One

We began our introduction to Lutheran teachings by speaking extensively about the solas – Scripture along, grace alone, faith alone, and Christ alone. References to Scripture passages were included on topics throughout the week.

We then dealt with law and gospel stressing the law as a mirror and as preparation for the gospel. We developed the wonderful theme of the gospel followed by the use of the law as a guide in our Christian life – but motivated always by God’s love and the gospel, empowered by the Holy Spirit.

We described how we are both saint and sinner with forgiveness playing a continuing role in our lives.

We responded to several questions including questions about the Trinity.

Copies of Luther’s Small Catechism were given out – some in English and several in Dinka. Everyone was extremely appreciative of these and of the other CPH materials given them through the week (funded by a member of Resurrection Lutheran Church, Louisville, Kentucky).

We explained the origin and structure of the Small Catechism. John Ater, a person from South Sudan who came to the United States as a refugee several years ago and became a Lutheran in 2013, spoke about how much he had learned from the Small Catechism and how wonderful he thought it was.

We began our study of the commandments. As would be the case throughout the training, each of the sections in the Small Catechism was read aloud by the participants both in English and in Dinka. Every portion of the training included time for several questions and answers.

On this day as on the other days, they provided a noon meal, coffee, and snacks to everyone.

Day Two

Discussion of the commandments continued with emphasis on the first table. We always dealt with Luther’s explanations in detail. They liked very much the Missouri Synod’s biblical, conservative positions.

The Creed was then examined thoroughly – especially the second article. We explained the roles of the three creeds, and then looked carefully at Luther’s amazing explanations of the articles of the Apostles’ Creed. They asked several questions and seemed very interested and appreciative of our responses. During the week there was never any problem with their maintaining full attention and concentration throughout the sessions.

At the end of day two we gave out over 40 lapel pins of Luther’s rose and explained the symbolism. The people were overjoyed. (These pins had been provided by Concordia Lutheran Church, Louisville, Kentucky.)

Day Three

On Wednesday we dealt with the Lord’s Prayer and Holy Baptism. We began by talking about aspects of prayer using the acronym ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication). They liked Luther’s explanations very much. There were several questions on the fifth petition – in particular, about the atrocities that have been committed in South Sudan and about forgiveness. It was a great chance to talk about the power of forgiveness and about the tie of forgiveness with confession/repentance. Pastor Peters used a true story about a Japanese prison camp in WWII and subsequent repentance and Christian forgiveness. The discussion was quite moving.

As was true with the other themes, they were very receptive to our Lutheran teachings on baptism. Again, Luther’s explanations were extremely helpful. We discussed God’s grace in baptism, infant baptism, baptism by pouring, etc.

At the end of day three, we gave out thirteen copies of the CPH book, Lutheranism 101, for leaders to use in teaching classes. They loved it.

Day Four

After introducing Bishop Peter and having him speak about the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan/Sudan as well as the seminary in Yambio, we turned to the fifth chief part of Luther’s Small Catechism, Confession and the Office of the Keys. We were able to continue the vital discussion of confession and forgiveness of the day before. We also dealt with the nature and purpose of excommunication when, for example, there is no confession and repentance.

On the Sacrament of the Altar, we discussed the real presence and used the scene from Luther’s disagreement with Zwingli at Marburg. We addressed the purposes of holy communion and why we do not commune infants, small children, and people without instruction/confession/profession of faith. We explained close communion. In the question period, we were able to talk about confirmation. As in other parts of the training sessions, we made reference to bible verses and read them aloud in English and in Dinka.

In the afternoon we talked about the key events of Luther’s life and their significance. We used pictures from the book Martin Luther: The Life and Lessons by L. Mansch and C. Peters. Copies of the book were given to the three bishops and to three other leaders. Thirty-six

copies of the CPH edition of the Augsburg Confession with historical background were also given out. The discussion included the importance of this Confession for the Church today.

Day Five

On the last day of training, we finished the story of Luther from the day before.

We then spoke in detail about the LCMS – including its history, structure, and commitments. We presented Synod’s position on the ordination of women and on church fellowship. We distributed thirty-six copies of the CPH booklet on the Missouri Synod. Bishop Peter also made some further comments about the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan/Sudan.

The day continued with a showing of the 2003 movie “Luther” using a rented projector, a generator, and a makeshift screen of a sheet covering a blackboard. The sound was not the best and we ran out of fuel for the generator about 3⁄4 of the way through the movie, but the people loved it. We added comments and explanation as the movie was shown. There had never been a movie shown in the camp and for many people, this was their first movie ever. It was a great movie to see under those circumstances. We left the movie DVD with Bishop Elijah.

Following the movie, there was a ceremony recognizing all participants one-by-one and giving them a certificate of completion signed by Rob Lutz, John Ater, and Curtis Peters. This was extremely well received. We closed with song and prayer. It was quite a week!

Weekend Events

On Saturday several of us (the three bishops, Lutz, Ater, Peters, and others) visited five other congregation worship sites in the refugee camps of Alera, Olua, and Ayillo. These camps are many miles apart and are connected only by rugged dirt roads. The camps’ congregations have been formed into deaneries with full congregation names and personnel structures.

There are some twenty-five refugee camps in this broad region, and each has perhaps 30,000 to 50,000 residents from South Sudan. There are huge numbers of orphans and widows. The people do not live in tents; they have built fairly permanent dwellings using bricks that they have made in a kiln, wood poles and sticks they have gathered, and straw for thatched roofs. Some buildings have been painted. A few homes have fences of wood and straw. Some yards have a small number of chickens or goats. Refugees are not allowed legally to work on the Uganda economy, so the people are extremely poor. They had fled their homes without being able to bring anything. The UN provides limited food rations. There is no electricity. Handoperated water pumps are used by the village to fill water containers for the families. Considerable attention is given to handwashing, clothes washing (by hand), and other aspects of cleanliness. The camps have enclosed latrines.

In each camp they have constructed fairly large worship areas using the same building methods as for their dwellings (some have metal roofs, though). They also have educational classes for children; two of the classes we saw had over 50 children each in them, and the children seemed very disciplined and attentive.

The visits to the different congregations were wonderful! In each case, we were met by leaders who had attended the training and by 200-350 people who met us with Christian parades featuring music and marching. In all cases, we had a time of devotion with speaking

and prayers. At some sites a youth group would also sing Christian songs and dance. In every case, we were invited for a meal.

Sunday morning worship was again moving with perhaps 400 in attendance. A Christian drama was presented by the youth; they also sang and danced. Pastor Peters preached on the unforgiving steward (Matt. 18) emphasizing God’s great forgiveness and our opportunities to bring forgiveness to others. He had a children’s message with a large number of children coming forward. Prayers were offered for the sick who came up for blessings as well as for others. The congregation presented gifts to Bishop Peter, Rob Lutz, John Ater, and Pastor Peters. Special words of appreciation were spoken on all sides.

Following the worship and a touching farewell, Bishop Elijah, Bishop Peter, Rob Lutz, and Pastor Peters were taken by car to Kampala/Entebbe (a seven-hour trip).

Final Comments

As we travelled south and over the next couple of days some of us were able to talk about and reflect on the event. Here are a few general conclusions: 1. The people were genuinely interested and enthusiastic about what they heard. 2. We were treated with great kindness and respect. 3. It was wonderful that Bishop Peter could come and that he and the two bishops of the ACSS bonded so well. They will continue contacts, we think, and use will be made of the educational opportunities at Yambio. 4. At some point after peace has been restored, it might be good if a second learning center could be established in Juba, the capital and a site more centrally located. 5. The people in the camps are living under very difficult circumstances but with great dignity and with compassion for one another. The church is extremely important to them. Nevertheless, there needs to be peace in South Sudan so that the people can return and rebuild their lives. 6. The Small Catechism in Dinka (Lutheran Heritage Foundation) is a wonderful resource and is very well received. 7. The leaders have requested our Lutheran list of lectionary readings. They are definitely attracted to Lutheranism. Our hymnal in Dinka would be a very good thing. 8. Further contact and training with other bishops and leaders is needed. Bishop Elijah will be key to this. 9. The opportunities seem very great, and there is obviously a great spiritual need. At the very least, doors have been opened for cooperation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Sudan/Sudan. 10. Full movement to become a partner church with the LCMS may take some time and it will probably have to involve a name change for the Anglican Church of South Sudan. But the opportunity is there. It is a very large church body (perhaps 1,000.000) and has, we believe, its heart ready for Christ in the Lutheran Church Community.
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1

A Planning Meeting of ILC’s Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP)

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne May 17, 2017

Attendance: Albert B. Collver, III, ILC Executive Secretary, Naomichi Masaki, “Director?” Timothy Quill, Observer

Agenda

1. A Review of “ILC/LCMS Lutheran Leadership Development Program”

a. Background

1 A protocol signed by Bruce Kintz (CPH), Matthew Harrison (LCMS), Albert Collver (ILC), and Lawrence Rast (CTSFW) in January 2017 2 Bring church leaders and future church leaders for both theological study and practical training in non-profit organization, budgeting, and strategic planning

b. Project Abstract

1 The attendees will be grouped in cohorts of 10–12 out of both LCMS members and the members of the ILC. 2 The initial cohort would be an international cohort, beginning in the Fall of 2017 and completing the program by the Spring of 2019. 3 After the initial cohort begins additional cohorts will form both internationally and within the US as the premier CE program for LCMS pastors. 4 Ideally, a mixture of international church leaders and future LCMS leaders could form a cohort. 5 CPH will provide the initial $500,000 grant to LCMS designated to ILC. 6 Funding will be sought to match the initial grant, so that other interested organizations as LCEF, Schwan Foundation, LCMS’s RSOs, and individual donors could participate. 7 The funding support the development of the courses, course material, subsidize the initial travel for international leaders, and offer matching scholarship to those individuals and church bodies who can provide partial funding of students.

c. Organizational Profile

1 ILC, founded in 1993, which is traceable to 1952 2 38 member churches, LCMS a founding member

d. Statement of Need

1 Theological: Lutheran identity 2 Practical: Basic business administration—business, finance, administration, managing church body’s resources

2

e. Project Execution and Timeline

1 Roles of project partners • CPH—provides the initial matching fund, which is to be recovered, and sells course materials for the program • CTSFW—develop curriculum and course materials • ILC—administers, markets, seeks matching grant , and develop capability for long term sustainability • LCMS—oversight, selection of students through the Office of Church Relations • OLS—provides forum for cohorts when in Wittenberg

2 Project • The program would last approximately 2 years • Two week intensives three or four times a year • CTSFW develops the program materials • CPH produces and sells all course materials • LCMS Seminary professors serve as instructors, together with other qualified pastors and individuals from LCMS entities (CPH, RSO,s LCEF, Lutheran businessmen) will instruct • The program will be developed in such a way that it could possibly be transformed into a MA program in the future through CTSFW.

3 Timetable • 2017

January

Seek matching partners for grant from CPH

January—May

CTSFW facilitates development of curriculum and materials for program

March—May

Organize and invite first cohort of 10–12

May—September CPH produces materials

Summer

Seeks recognition for CE credits

Fall

First cohort meets in Wittenberg • 2018

Spring?

A second cohort begins after 1/3 way through • 2019

May

Completion of the first cohort

July

Report given to LCMS Convention

2. Planning

a. The Structure of the Program

1 If LLDP will be transformed into MA in Lutheran Leadership program, we will need to do the following:

• A program structure needs to be determined • Everything that has to do with administering a degree program will apply: establishing degree requirements, admission process, student learning outcomes, assessment, tuition, etc. • CTSFW faculty, and its BOR needs to approve

3

2 According to ATS Degree Program Standards, there are two kinds of MA programs

• MA [academic discipline]

Course work on general or specific academic discipline(s), summative exercises (a thesis, a comprehensive exam, etc.)

Normally, two years full time work, can be one year for those who come with either advanced degree or extensive undergraduate

Admission requirement is BA or its equivalent

• MA in [specialized ministry], in our case MA in Lutheran Leadership

Equip persons for competent leadership in some form of specialized ministry, which are organized in three groups of specialization: i. Religious educational leadership ii. MA in specialized ministry, such as youth, senior ministry, counseling, ethnic ministries, iii. MA in pastoral studies

Wide range of theological disciplines as well as disciplines critical for the practice of the specialized ministry, religious heritage, cultural context, personal and spiritual formation, specialization in skills

The location of learning environment can occur in multiple patterns, such as, in-person faculty-student instructional contact, online, supervised ministry practice, etc.

At least 1/3 of required credits must be earned at the main campus

A minimum of 2 academic years of full time work or its equivalent

3 Concerning the duration of MA program. The Standard in ATS is 36 semester or 54 quarter hours, that is, 2 years full time. An assumption is that MA professional degree will take more time for formation than MA academic degree. When it comes to an academic degree, theological background in BTh or MDiv can be taken into account, so that MA academic degree may be 1 year program, with as low as 18 semester hours as a possibility. Most schools in ATS runs 20 or 24 semester hours in this kind of scenario, that is, 30 or 36 quarter hours.

4 In our case, obviously shorter MA program is preferable. Everyone comes with a certain theological background. Therefore, 30 or 36 quarter hours (equivalent to 1 year full time study) will be possible.

3. Courses

a. The “ILC/LCMS Lutheran Leadership Development Program” states that this program should be two years long, having 2 weeks intensives x 3 or 4 times a year. In light of our proposed goal of making it grow toward MA in Leadership degree program, it would be ideal to have:

1 3 times a year for 2 weeks, each time 2 courses will be offered, so that 2 courses x 3 times/year x 2 years = 12 courses (i.e. 36 hours). 2 Or we meet 5 times in 2 years (3 times/1st year, 2 times/2nd year) x 2 courses = 10 courses (i.e. 30 hours).

b. Again, according to “ILC/LCMS Lutheran Leadership Development Program,” this program should contain two areas of studies for Lutheran leadership development: theological & practical, that is, “Lutheran identity” & “basic business administration.” In light of this, here is a proposed courses for the sake of brainstorming and discussion:

4

1 Theological courses • Theological leadership

Lutheran Confessions (Masaki)

The Office of the Holy Ministry (Masaki) • Liturgical leadership

Lutheran Liturgy & Chorales (Quill) • Pastoral leadership

Baptism & Lord’s Supper (Masaki)

Preaching (Harrison)

Pastoral Care (Pless)

Missions (Schulz) • Apologetic leadership

History of Lutheran Church (Rast)

World Lutheranism (Collver) 2 Practical courses • Organizational leadership

Budgeting (a DP?)

Strategic planning (Makito?)

Accountability (a DP/CPH?)

4. Tentative Proposed Timetable

a. September 2017 – establish the program structure, course assignment with instructors, locations b. September-December 2017 – recruitment and admission, fund raising, advertisement effort? c. September 2017-February 2018 – prepare syllabi and course materials d. February-July 2018 – CPH produce course materials e. September 2018 – launch the program, the first course taught at OLS/Wittenberg f. September-December 2018 – recruitment and admission of 2nd cohort

5. Recruitment

a. Every year a new cohort will start b. How many years do we want to run the program, 10 years to have about 100 graduates?

6. Location

a. Need more inquiry with ATS, but perhaps it would be nice to go to Wittenberg once a year for two courses, while the other two times (a total of 4 courses) be taught at CTSFW b. Wittenberg courses should take place during CTSFW’s quarter break, either mid November or late Feb/early March. c. The other two intensives can be located any time of the year at CTSFW

7. Budget/Business Plan

a. ILC b. Toward sustainable program
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1 Church Relations Report to BIM 1 June 2017 Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Overview Since the formation of the Lutheran World Federation in 1947, there essentially have been two basic types of World Lutheranism. The two types are represented 1) by the Lutheran World Federation which is a progressive / inclusive type and the other 2) primarily by the LCMS and the International Lutheran Council (WELS and the CELC also of this type) and is of the Old Lutherans / Exclusive type that upholds the inerrancy of the Scriptures and unreservedly subscribes to the Book of Concord. Due to the acceptance of same-sex marriage and homosexual ordination, some of the Lutheran World Federations partners, primarily from the global south are seeking closer connections to the LCMS and the ILC because of our stance on the Scripture. Currently, the LCMS has 36 partner churches (altar and pulpit fellowship), 25 allied churches (churches with whom we have some sort of official relationship short of fellowship), and 14 emerging relationships, for a total of 75 church body relationships in 60 countries, includes 20 pending requests for fellowship. The CTCR has taken 17 of the 20 requests onto its docket for potential fellowship consideration at the Synod Convention in 2019. The fellowship requests taken up by the CTCR follow the “Policy for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Declaring Altar and Pulpit Fellowship with Another Church Body” ( adopted by the CTCR in 2013. The CTCR voted to propose a Bylaw change for 3.9.5.2.2(e) for fellowship with mission church of existing partner churches. The CTCR also voted to recommend fellowship with Portugal and Belgium. Each month, either or both the LCMS and the ILC receive additional requests for fellowship / partnership of some sort. Presently, the ILC represents 3-4 million Lutherans worldwide. The present state of World Lutheranism offers exciting opportunities for both the LCMS and the ILC to have a tremendous impact. A key question from the church relations perspective is where we can have the largest impact to affect the future of world Lutheranism. Many of the church bodies that are seeking partnership are well-established church bodies, some like Madagascar are nearly as old as the Missouri Synod. These church bodies require a different approach than new mission starts. An example is provided by the Archbishop of the Dar es Salaam diocese. When I met with him this past September, he said he sent home all the ELCA missionaries for two reasons: 1) their theology, 2) their services weren’t needed. I asked what sorts of services do you need. He said we are looking for partners who can provide technical expertise and theological education. He said we need people trained at seminaries in the United States and Europe who can become professors at our seminaries. We need seminars and continuing education for pastors in the field (short term). We need expertise on financial matters so that we can establish something like your LCEF. We need technical assistance on human care projects. In these more established church bodies, they are not primarily looking for people to come and be evangelists or to proclaim the Gospel in the congregations but to take on a supportive role in capacity building for the church body. Biggest impact on world Lutheranism is theological education (increasingly accredited) and CPH books. There has been no time like now for the potential the LCMS and ILC can have on the churches of the Global South.

Significant Events

Lutheran World Federation • The International Lutheran Council and the LWF met in Geneva 6-7 April 2017. This meeting is the first time, since perhaps the late 1960s and early 1970s, that a doctrinal topic was discussed. The ILC and LWF took up the

2 topic of “The Holy Scriptures” with presentations from both sides. The LWF considers the Scriptures and Confessions normative and binding for matters of “teaching” but not matters of “practice.” The LWF essentially uses “contextualization” in the place of the Lutheran Confessions to interpret the Scriptures. This means the present day “context” must determine the interpretation of the Scriptures, thus allowing for positions such as women’s ordination, same-sex marriage, and the ordination of homosexual pastors. Some LWF members are more progressive than others; for instance, the Scandinavian members support the homosexual agenda the most, while the Global South is not supportive. The ILC and LWF discussed the possibility of a book with essays from both sides explaining each organizations’ view of the Scriptures. • The LWF 12th World Assembly was held in Namibia on 10-16 May 2017. Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt represented the ILC. The theme of the LWF World Assembly was “Liberated by God’s Grace: Salvation not for sale, humans not for sale, creation not for sale.” The World Assembled elected Rev. Dr. Musa Panti Filibus, the Archbishop of the Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria, as its new President. India Evangelical Lutheran Church • Approximately 3 years ago, Raja Gambeeram was elected as President of the IELC. At the same time, an antiadministration was formed with the election of Priestly Balasingh. The Missouri Synod and the International Lutheran Council recognized Raja Gambeeram as the rightful president, while the Lutheran World Federation recognized Priestly Balasingh. There are some indications that Priestly Balasingh has indicated to the LWF he will support women’s ordination. • On 25-26 May 2017, IELC elections were held. At those elections attended by LCMS personnel, Rev. Suvisesha Muthu was elected over Raja Gambeeram by 35 votes to 29 votes. Raja Gambeeram has challenged the legitimacy of the election. As of today, there are indications that he is siding with the anti-administration. • At stake, the IELC as a partner church of the LCMS, plus approximately $300 USD million in property.

3 Taiwan Churches • Mr. Darin Storkson has spent May in Hong Kong and Taiwan. • While in Taiwan, Storkson began meeting with the 7 Lutheran churches in Taiwan. Only one of the church bodies is a LCMS partner church. As he began to meet with the non-partner Lutheran churches, he was warmly received. The presidents of these church bodies told Storkson that in all these years no one from the LCMS has met with them before. They are open to more discussions with the LCMS. Storkson will return to Taiwan this summer to continue discussions with these Taiwanese Lutheran church bodies. • The Republic of Taiwan recently approved same-sex marriage. This is the first Asian country to legalize same-sex marriage. • Tremendous opportunity for seminars, and short term instruction. Name of Church Body Parent Organization Membership (estimated) China Evangelical Lutheran Church LCMS 300 Taiwan Lutheran Church ELCA, Norwegian Missionary Society, Danish Missionary Society 4,300 Chinese Lutheran Brethren Church (US) Lutheran Brethren China Mission 1,300 Lutheran Church of Taiwan, ROC Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission 900 Lutheran Church of Rep. of China Norwegian Lutheran Mission 500 China Lutheran Gospel Church The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church of Norway 200 Christian Lutheran Evangelical Church WELS

Ukraine • Eastern European Bishops’ Conference • Russia (Ingria and Siberia), Ukraine (DELKU and SELCU), Latvia, Lithuania , LCC, LCMS. • Russia Project at Work. Japan • 1-3 May 2017, Japan Lutheran Church (NRK) held its 17th general convention. Rev. Shin Shimizu was re-elected as president. • Challenges re women's ordination. • Masaki and Collver working on visit. ILC • New Byalws • Lutheran Leadership Program Misc • Madagascar, Ethiopia, Tanzania. • Et al

4 CTCR Church Fellowship Requests Committee 1 Updated: April 2017

Church Fellowship Requests 1 Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELP) 2 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (ELKB) 3 Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM) 4 Confessional Lutheran Synod of South Africa (CLSSA) 5 Lutheran Church of Uganda (LCU) 6 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church-Sierra Leone (CELC-SL) 7 Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (ELMDF) 8 Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway (DELSIN) 9 Mission Province in Sweden (MPS) 10 German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine (DELKU) 11 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) 12 Indonesian Christian Lutheran Church (GKLI) 13 Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan/South Sudan (ELCS/SS) 14 South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (SSELC) 15 Istanbul Lutheran Church (ILK) 16 Lutheran Church of East Africa 17 Evangelical Lutheran Churches in the Himalayan States (Manipur)
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Minutes 23 of the Meeting of the Executive Committee 
INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
 
September 05, 2017 
Via Skype Conference Call 
8:00 a.m. CST (U.S./Canada), 9:00 a.m. (Paraguay), 2:00 p.m. (England), 
3:00 p.m. (Belgium/Germany/Nigeria), 9:00 p.m. (Philippines) 

Participants 
 
Members of the Executive Committee 
Rev. Hans-Jorg Voigt 
Chairman 

HJV 
Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem Secretary 

GVH 
Rev. Antonio Reyes 
 
Asia 

AR 
Rev. Jon Ehlers 
 
Europe 

JE 
Rev. Albert Collver 
 
Executive Secretary 
 
AC 
 
Excused 
Rev. Christian Ekong 
Africa 

CE 
Rev. Eugenio Wentzel 
Latin America 

EW 
Rev. Robert Bugbee 
 
North America 

RB 

MINUTES 
See for Action Points at the end of this Minutes 
 
(European Central Time) 
 
15:50 – Welcome 
After some set up time for the call chairman HJV opened the meeting. 
 
15:55 – Appointment of the Executive Secretary 
The first action taken was to appoint the Executive Secretary for the new incorporated ILC, as 
guided by the Bylaws ‘Article IV – Officers’. Robert Bugbee had prepared the following ballot 
form to do so: 
 
ILC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE E-MAIL VOTE 
FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE NEWLY INCORPORATED ILC 
TUESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
Background 
 
The ILC Executive Committee selected Dr. Albert Collver as the executive secretary at the ILC World 
Conference in September 2015. In the interim time, the ILC has become incorporated as a non-profit 
corporation. The current executive committee have become the officers of ILC, Inc. The Bylaws require 
the executive committee to select an Executive Secretary. 
 
Additionally, the Executive Committee needs to produce some minutes, authorizing the executive 
secretary to carry out day to day business such as opening bank accounts, deposition donations, wire 

transfers, and paying for necessary expenses on behalf of the ILC (plane tickets for meetings and 
conferences, lodging, et al.). Eventually, a policy manual will be developed outlining the duties of the 
officers and the executive secretary. 
 
The term per the bylaws will be for 3 years. The executive secretary can be renew as many term as the 
ILC executive committee wishes. 
 
Action 
 
Vote for Executive Secretary. 
 
Motion to select Dr. Albert Collver as the Executive Secretary. 
 
___ In Favor 
 
___ Against 
 
Motion to Authorize the Executive Secretary to carry out the day to day business on behalf of the ILC, 
including the opening of bank accounts, transferring funds as needed, wire transfers, and necessary 
expenses. 
 
___ In Favor 
 
___ Against 
 
The Bylaws make distinction between Directors and Officers. In the form above the 
highlighted word officers should be replaced by directors (Article III.2). And since the Bylaws 
don’t set a term for the Officers, the ballot form will be sent to the Executive Committee 
members by email (HJV) without the paragraph highlighted above, with the request to vote 
and return it by email to the Chairman as soon as possible. ADOPTED. 
 
The Bylaws due set a term of three years for the Directors (Article III.4). Each Officer 
however shall hold office until a successor has been appointed (Article IV.2) or by removal 
(Article IV.3). 
 
The adopted form reads as follows (to be send to the members of the executive committee): 
 
ILC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE E-MAIL VOTE 
FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE NEWLY INCORPORATED ILC 
TUESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
Background 
 
The ILC Executive Committee selected Dr. Albert Collver as the executive secretary at the ILC World 
Conference in September 2015. In the interim time, the ILC has become incorporated as a non-profit 
corporation. The current executive committee have become the directors of ILC, Inc. The Bylaws 
require the executive committee to select an Executive Secretary. 
 
Additionally, the Executive Committee needs to produce some minutes, authorizing the executive 
secretary to carry out day to day business such as opening bank accounts, deposition donations, wire 
transfers, and paying for necessary expenses on behalf of the ILC (plane tickets for meetings and 
conferences, lodging, et al.). Eventually, a policy manual will be developed outlining the duties of the 
directors and the executive secretary. 
 
Action 
 
Vote for Executive Secretary. 

Motion to select Dr. Albert Collver as the Executive Secretary. 
 
___ In Favor 
 
___ Against 
 
Motion to Authorize the Executive Secretary to carry out the day to day business on behalf of the ILC, 
including the opening of bank accounts, transferring funds as needed, wire transfers, and necessary 
expenses. 
 
___ In Favor 
 
___ Against 
 
16:20 – Letter from the LWF 
HJV shared a letter from Martin Junge, LWF’s General Secretary. LWF has concerns about 
the different categories of membership for the ILC, like presented by the ILC at the last 
bilateral consultation in Geneva in April earlier this year. HJV will answer with a letter, to be 
drafted by AC, that we will address this concerns at our consultation in 2018, also stating that 
eventually little was changed regarding ILC membership. 
 
It was also suggested to have a paper on Ecclesiology presented by each sides, like we had in 
April on Hermeneutics. 
 
16:30 – World Conference 2018 in Antwerp 
The EC authorized GVH to act on behalf of the ILC to make the necessary preparations like 
reserving accommodations and catering for the Conference. JE proposed a motion, which was 
carried and ADOPTED. 
 
The theme for the conference was discussed. A practical topic like Preaching or a theological 
topic like Ecclesiology? Or both? AC suggested to invite Samuel Nafzger to introduce the 
recently published dogmatics “Confessing the Gospel”. Also to have a brief discussion about 
ecclesiology. HJV would like to discuss also ecumenical relations. AC will prepare a proposal 
with the two topics to be send to the members of the EC and to be choosen from. ADOPTED. 
 
16:40 – Latin American regional meeting 
At the meeting of this region it was decided to propose to the 2018 world conference to accept 
the Lutheran Church in Uruguay as a member of the ILC. 
 
Also the Scandinavian Mission Provinces will be accepted as member churches. 
 
16:45 – US Citizen additional voting member of EC 
The Bylaws gives in Article III.2 the right to appoint to the Executive Committee an additional 
voting member, who must be a U.S. citizen. Or have dual U.S. citizenship. Suggestion was 
made to appoint RB to this position. ADOPTED. 
 
16:55 – Philippines 
AR reminds the EC members not to forget the words of greeting for the upcoming convention 
of his church in October. 
 
17:00 – Next meeting 
Next EC meeting could be in connection with the consultation with the LWF. Probably in 

Wittenberg in January/February 2018. 
 
 17:05 – Close 
 
Gijsbertus van Hattem 
Secretary 

Observations by the secretary following this meeting: 
 
Since this meeting and Minutes made us go and dig into the Bylaws, the following 
observations: 
 
1. Categories of membership (Article II.2) or classes of members (Article II.3). 
Which word are we going to use to harmonize: categories or classes? membership or 
members? 
 
2. At Article II.3.c. Others, the sentence : ‘the third class of membership has three sub-classes’ 
was added. I would like to have this sentence read: 
‘this category (or class, depending how we want to harmonize the Bylaws) includes:’ 
In Hans-Jörg’s response letter to LWF he uses ‘Guests’. Actually I prefer ‘Guests’ than 
‘Others’. 
 
3. As I already noted when I send out the minutes of June, the numbering of the paragraphs 
after Article II.3 needs to be corrected. 
The old 3 should be 4 and so on, 9 should be 10. 
 
4. We discussed in Berlin the words of (old) Article II.6 (should be renumbered to Article 
II.7). 
We decided to change the last two ‘shall’ into ‘may’ . 
It now reads ‘will’. I thought we don’t want to be so legalistic, to always suspend membership 
of a church who is lagging in paying dues. 
Can this be corrected? 
 
5. There was some confusion in the meeting about the duration of the term of the Executive 
Secretary. 
I tried to explain this above in the Minutes. Bylaws uses Directors and Officers. 
This means that the ballot form send by Hans-Jörg should be corrected accordingly. 
We as EC members as representatives of our churches are Directors. 
The Executive Secretary is an Officer. 
 
6. In Article IV – Officers, there are besides the executive secretary other officers. 
These will be appointed by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the EC. (Article IV.2). 
But it speaks also about a Secretary. There is already a Secretary as voting Director (Article 
III.2). 
Will the ILC inc. have eventually two secretaries? 

ACTION points (and by whom highlighted) – from the June 2017 meeting on 
(to go through at the next meeting(s)) new points starting at # 27 
 
Older Points 
 
21. PCPCU – WK will communicate the resolution about the next steps in the dialog to the 
PCPCU. 
 
22. Incorporation of the ILC – AC will provide a clean copy version of the Bylaws as soon 
as possible. 
 
23. Letter – HJV will send a letter of thanks to DS for all the work and time he invested in the 
process. 
 
24. 2018 Conference – AC will present some suggestions for the theme next meeting. 
 
25. Next EC meeting – All EC members will meet for a Skype meeting on September 5th, at 
8am St. Louis time. 
 
26. Assessments – AC will send the assessment list to the EC members. 
 
New Points 
 
27. Appointment of Executive Secretary – HJV will send out the ballot form 
 
28. Letter to LWF – HJV will send letter to LWF, draft by AC 
 
29. Theme 2018 Conference – AC will prepare a proposal with the two topics to be send to 
the members of the EC. 
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1 Church Relations Report 15 September 2017 Albert B. Collver, Ph.D.

Ethiopia

The Ethiopian Church Assembly voted this summer to continue relations with the LCMS. President Yonas said they would like doctrinal discussions with the LCMS.

The literal translation (Amharic is clumsy)

As long as there is no basic doctrinal difference, Biblical teaching and ministry practices in the current working relationship/ cooperation between the Lutheran Church of Missouri Synod (LCMS) and our church identity is not compromised the relationship needs to be maintained cautiously. Therefore, the effort of improving our corporation, church relationship and ministry in a better way with LCMS needs to be finalized.

Another interpretative translation

The language is simply alerting that the council decided to work with the LCMS cautiously and they need to safe guard the EECMY basic doctrine, church identity, biblical teaching and the tenant of the joint agreement signed

Madagascar

In October 2017, the Malagasy Lutheran Church is celebrating its 150th anniversary. The FLM desires doctrinal discussions with the LCMS.

South Africa

FELSISA, CLCSA, LCSA, and the ELCSA-NT had a joint worship service on 10 September 2017. ELCSA-NT is a LWF Church.

2 Other Items:

1) Finland — LCC, SELK, and ELCE intend to declare fellowship with the Mission Diocese. 2) Luther Congress — LWF night hosted by Bishop Guy Erwin and a German Bishop. Next conference at Cal Lutheran. Almost no Africans attended. 3) ILC — new Bylaws. Most significant change — ILC is incorporated. Bylaws allow for a third category of membership — diaspora in places like German could potentially join, an individual diocese, et al. 4) Japan — NRK and West Japan. 5) Upcoming Reformation celebration in the Philippines. 6) Other trips — Guatemala, Canada, Germany 7) Brief Status of World Lutheranism. 8) Et al.

Photographs from “Church Relations Report” (2017-09-15).
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Ferry NRK Visit 10-2017 Page 1 of 3 Date: 18 October 2017 To: OIM and Church Relations From: Rev. Charles Ferry, Asia Regional Director

On the date above, I attended a meeting with the leadership of the Japan Lutheran Church (NRK) at their headquarters in Tokyo. The meeting had been requested by the NRK, ostensibly to meet the new OIM Regional Director for Asia, and had been set up through Rev. Carl Hanson.

Attending this meeting was President Rev. Shin Shimizu, Vice President Rev. Tatsuomi Yoshida, Mission Secretary Rev. Shigenori Miyazawa, General Secretary Rev. Kazuyoshi Matsukawa, and Deputy General Secretary Keiko Matsunaga. Rev. Hanson and I attended for LCMS OIM. Rev. Daniel Jastram had apparently been excluded from this meeting at the request of the NRK. The NRK hosts spoke primarily in Japanese, and we had an NRK translator present to facilitate. The entire exchange was also recorded by Rev. Matsukawa on a minicasette recorder, but our permission for this was never sought.

There were three points the NRK wished to discuss, as noted in their preliminary email communication with Rev. Hanson: (1) The teaching partnership with OIM’s Dr. Daniel Jastram; (2) The NRK request for an LCMS pastor to serve St. Paul International Lutheran Church in Tokyo; and (3) The NRK request for an LCMS pastor to serve the Lutheran congregation in Okinawa. The reiterated their requests according to # 2 and 3, and clarified their hopes and expectations. But as became clear through the meeting, their main purpose was to discuss Dr. Jastram’s planned teaching at the seminary.

The NRK is highly offended that Dr. Jastram will not commune at their altars. They mentioned many times the existing fellowship agreement between the NRK and the LCMS, and in their estimation this should mean that not only may an LCMS representative commune with them, but that he should. President Shimizu stated directly that he understands Dr. Jastram has some objections to their current practices, and if he were simply an LCMS member living and attending in these churches, he would completely respect the decision not to commune, even if he would not understand it. But Dr. Jastram is seen (rightly) as an official representative of the LCMS, and therefore should abide by the fellowship between our churches and participate at altar and pulpit.

At the 30 August meeting of the NRK Executive Committee, the decision was made to cancel the participation of Dr. Jastram at the seminary. They stated their fear that his stance toward NRK practices is well known in the church body, and that this will confuse the students if he teaches but does not commune with them. He is no longer welcome to teach, and they are reiterating and reactivating their request for a teacher with his credentials. But they were clear that anyone sent by LCMS and accepted by NRK must be willing to commune with them and participate fully.

When exploring this topic further, the NRK is willing to reconsider Jastram’s teaching position if these issues can be worked out. But they are not willing to use him even for seminars or occasional teaching. They are not seeking to cancel his visa, and even expressed a willingness to continue sponsoring his residence visa if he’s wishing to continue learning Japanese. President

Ferry NRK Visit 10-2017 Page 2 of 3 Shimizu is looking to continue the regular meetings between himself and Jastram. But they have no use for him at any level in their church body.

Their demeanor led me to believe that they expected this news to have a disastrous effect on our relationship, and were fully positioned to protect themselves in every possible way. In my mind, this explains the reason for the parties present, the recording, the copious notes taken by the translator, and the careful way they conducted the initial part of the meeting. It was revealed later that their main concern was that if they rejected our offering of Dr. Jastram’s service, then we would sever all working ties. I did my best to assure them that the formal fellowship between our churches still existed, and that we would continue to work together in “every way possible” even though we disagree on some points.

I also did my best, however, to remind them that locating men to serve in the ways that they request would be difficult and time-consuming. The men who can teach at the seminary level they’re seeking, have advanced degrees, speak Japanese, and are willing to live in Japan is a very small pool. The same challenges would exist for finding someone to serve their other requests.

I also assured them that even if we did find someone who met these criteria, there was no guarantee that they would be able to participate with their church body in the ways they are expecting. My main concern here was to communicate that Dr. Jastram is not simply a zealot or fanatic, but that many in LCMS, including myself, have grave concerns about the current practices of the NRK which would make it difficult, if not impossible, for one to participate in the Lord’s Supper at an NRK congregation. This was heard by President Shimizu, who told me directly this news caused him pain to hear.

In the words of the NRK, the difficulties that currently lie between our churches involve three areas: (1) The full altar-and-pulpit fellowship between NRK and the JELC; (2) the NRK practice of “open communion” (their words) which allows all “baptized Christians” to commune at their churches; and (3) the work of their Deaconess who is serving a pastoral role, including preaching the sermon and consecrating/distributing the Lord’s Supper.

President Shimizu stated unabashedly that these three areas of disagreement exist, as delineated and discussed at length with Dr. Jastram, and that these three issues are not going to change. They remain committed to their relationship with the JELC; they remain committed to the practice of open communion in order to reach out; and they remain committed to the need for women to serve pastoral roles in their congregations due to their lack of male pastors. They see absolutely no problem with the women serving these roles as long as they do not call them “pastors.” They spoke openly about the one Deaconess who is currently serving, and in fact Rev. Miyazawa actually intimated they would expect more to be put into service in the future in identical roles.

An important request and recommendation to Church Relations: please make every effort to have Dr. Jastram personally included in any further meetings with the NRK, even if he is not to audibly participate. They continue to see him as an outlier, and are able to discount our serious concerns because of his being cut out of meetings like this. For my part, OIM will not have

Ferry NRK Visit 10-2017 Page 3 of 3 another meeting with the NRK that does not include Dr. Jastram, as Jastram is the called missionary on the ground in Japan on behalf of LCMS. He is more intimately familiar with the current NRK than any other LCMS personnel alive today. We only hurt the perceived validity of our concerns by allowing him to be excluded, and therefore undermine our efforts to call our NRK brothers to repentance.

For OIM’s part, I’m currently formulating a small list of changes that will effect Asia’s interactions with the NRK moving forward. I’d be happy to discuss these, and the timing of implementation, with interested parties from OIM and the OtP. I would be grateful for the opportunity to meet and have further discussions with the OtP before any further conversations with the NRK are undertaken. I’m also working with Dr. Jastram to explore other facets of his service in Japan, but have absolutely no current plans to remove him from Japan; in fact I believe his presence there is vital right now.
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1

Notes from the Meeting of ELS, LCMS, and WELS Leaders Jacksonville, FL – November 27-29, 2017 By T. Nass

Background to the meeting 1. This was the sixth annual meeting, with the logistics arranged as usual by A. Collver and his office. Collver also chaired the meeting. 2. For the third year in a row the meeting was held at the Marywood Retreat Center in St. Johns, FL. Once again the facilities served our purposes in excellent fashion, with a convenient meeting room of just the right size, with a fire pit that was used on all three nights, and with quiet, park-like surroundings that provided beautiful walking paths overshadowed by stately, moss-laden trees. 3. Participants arrived on Monday, November 27. Morning and afternoon sessions were held on Tuesday and Wednesday. There was plenty of time for socialization during meals, breaks, and evenings. As with previous meetings, there was no joint prayer or worship. 4. The participants were the same as in previous years, with the exception of Gaylin Schmeling who had excused.

a. ELS: John Moldstad and Glenn Obenberger b. LCMS: Matthew Harrison, Herbert Mueller, Jon Vieker, Albert Collver, Lawrence Rast, Gerhard Bode, Charles Gieschen, Joel Lehenbauer, and Larry Vogel

c. WELS: Mark Schroeder, James Huebner, Joel Voss, Earle Treptow, Paul Wendland, John Brenner, and Thomas Nass 5. Due to other commitments, Joel Lehenbauer and Larry Vogel left about noon on Wednesday.

Agenda and reading list 1. The agenda for the meeting was prepared by the three synod vice presidents, with two main topics: the Divine Call and a review of each other’s catechism. 2. The following materials were distributed prior to the meeting. a. ELS: • Bible study on “The Divine Call” (2017) • Bethany Seminary Pastoral Theology notes about the Divine Call • Catechism and Explanation, ELS, 2001 b. LCMS: • “Theology and Practice of ‘the Divine Call’” (CTCR February 2003) • Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, Concordia, 2017 c. WELS: • “The Doctrine of the Divine Call” by John Brenner (put together for this meeting) • Luther’s Catechism, Northwestern, 2017

Update #1 – LCMS 1. M. Harrison began the presidential reports, with a wide-ranging summary of issues and events in the LCMS. 2. The district conventions will meet in 2018, and a number of new district presidents will be elected. 3. Dean Wenthe and others are strengthening the Concordia University system, but there continue to be challenges. It is likely that Concordia Selma will close. Concordia Portland has had some open gay activity. There has been controversy in connection with Concordia Seward and the Concordia St. Louis Seminary over the age of the earth. An article by a Seward professor was published in Concordia Journal that seemingly opened the door to theistic evolution. The issue is being worked on. 4. Quite a bit of time was spent discussing the demographic challenges of the LCMS. Detailed studies have been done, which show that the declining birth rate of European Americans is the most significant factor in the numerical decline of LCMS. The adult conversion rate of LCMS members continues to be comparable with the Mormons (a little less) and the Baptists (a little better). Long range forecasts predict that the LCMS will continue to shrink for a while, but then it will level out and grow again. Efforts are underway to help the LCMS in diversifying, and in retaining members, especially youth.

2

5. Very much on the minds of LCMS leaders is the implementation of the 2016 synod convention resolution about licensed lay deacons. According to the resolution, licensed lay deacons who are preaching and presiding over worship services on a consistent basis should enter a colloquy program in which they can be ordained and be included on the roster of Special Ministry Pastors. This affects about 250 men. One district has dissented from this synod decision, arguing that a person does not need to be ordained to shepherd a congregation and that districts should be allowed to train and call deacons as they want. Synod leaders insist that the synod needs a uniform synod-wide standard for pastoral ministry to insure that all congregational shepherds have adequate training, and then those who shepherd congregations should be affirmed by the entire church body. Presently the training for licensed lay deacons varies greatly from district to district. This discussion brought us back quite quickly to the topic of the ministry. WELS would not necessarily view the problem as a violation of AC XIV, if the deacons are called by congregations to the service that they are performing. But all of us would agree that congregational shepherds need to be properly trained and that there should be synod-wide standards and synod-wide recognition for those who oversee congregations with word and sacrament ministry. And, ordination has traditionally been the way that the whole confessional fellowship has publically recognized that someone is qualified to serve as a pastor.

Update #2 – WELS 1. M. Schroeder reported on the demographic studies done in WELS by John Hein, which show that WELS is facing the same challenges as LCMS. WELS has a good number of dying rural parishes and congregations that had zero adult confirmations in 2016. Hein is leading a discussion of things that could be done better in WELS, and retention is at the top of the list. 2. WELS has been blessed with a high degree of peace and stability. The synod’s capital debt has been completely paid off. New home missions are being started, and a new hymnal is being developed. 3. The pastoral vacancy rate is now about 10%, which is allowing movement but also causing challenges for district presidents as they prepare call lists. 4. Unfortunately, one congregation in Wisconsin left the synod and a portion of a congregation in California. Both situations were caused by pastors who acted improperly. 5. WELS is coming upon unprecedented opportunities around the world. At the 2017 convention, fellowship was declared with churches in China, Ethiopia, and Hong Kong. All totaled, there are about 300 men around the world who have asked WELS for theological training. 6. WELS and ELS are watching to see what the CLC does with the “Joint Statement on the Termination of Fellowship.” This document was approved by the WELS and ELS, and it will be up for discussion at the CLC convention in 2018.

Update #3 – ELS 1. J. Moldstad reported on the ELS. After taking in three congregations in 2017, the total number of ELS congregations is 131. Bethany Seminary is blessed with 12 students and 2 vicars, and the ELS does not have a high pastoral vacancy rate at the moment. The synod will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2018. 2. Moldstad shared a handout summarizing the world mission fields of the ELS. He also mentioned that contacts are being explored in Kenya. 3. The ELS has set up a special committee to do research and offer direction on the topic of Christian apologetics.

Doctrine of the Call – LCMS 1. J. Lehenbauer led discussion based on the 2003 CTCR document “Theology and Practice of ‘the Divine Call.’” He pointed out that this 2003 document primarily deals with practical issues in connection with the call, because it was meant to supplement the 1981 CTCR document on “The Ministry,” which lays out the theological foundation. He also mentioned that in 2003 there were two minority opinions from CTCR members, both of which opposed what the document says about temporary calls. 2. The document warns against issuing temporary calls for pastors. With a temporary call, a pastor might be tempted to truncate what he would preach, so that he would not irritate his congregation. Rather, a pastor needs to be able to freely speak God’s whole message to people, whether it is popular or not. Still, the document says that the length of service of a pastor may be determined “by human right” in some circumstances. Such an allowance is permitted in all three of our synods today, although it shows itself in different ways in practice. In the LCMS, a temporary call is granted to theological professors, to see how
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they will perform as professors. This seems ill-advised to WELS because it could be argued that under this arrangement such professors might truncate their message in their early years in order to maintain their position. WELS, on the other hand, issues temporary calls to vacancy pastors and to vicars— something that is not done in LCMS. Also in WELS, a temporary call is sometimes given to teachers, when they are assigned to situations that might not be a perfect match. In WELS, a fill-in preacher is considered to have a limited call. In LCMS, he is considered to be a substitute for the pastor loci. 3. There was discussion about reasons for terminating a call. It seems that all three synods operate with a similar understanding of the legitimate reasons for terminating calls, and all three synods have to wrestle with difficult cases. It is especially difficult when a call needs to be terminated for financial reasons—when the ability of a group of Christians to support a pastor may decline to the point where it is not possible for a pastor to continue to serve—or when the need for a called minister has gone away. 4. There was also discussion about how pastors are called. Again, it seems that all three synods have much in common in how they function. Individual congregations have the final say in selecting a pastor, but calling should be done in cooperation with synod overseers. In LCMS, current practice gives more information about candidates than in years past, and such information is shared prior to the call meeting, so congregations can interview candidates if they want. In WELS/ELS, the call list is usually shared with congregation members on the day of the call. 5. The issue that strikes WELS readers with the 2003 CTCR document is that it focuses exclusively on pastors. A footnote on page 5 mentions auxiliary offices, but nothing else is said about them throughout the document. If LCMS issues calls to commissioned ministers (which it does), and if there are more commissioned ministers with calls than pastors (which is true), then it would seem that a document about the divine call should include them more fully in the discussion. This, of course, gets to our different perspectives on the ministry. In LCMS, pastors are in the one necessary and divinely instituted office. Aspects of this office can be delegated to people in auxiliary offices, and then aspects of the calling process may apply also to them. But the auxiliary offices are always tied to the pastoral office, so a document like this needs only to deal with the pastoral office. WELS treasures pastors, but it does not see that all church offices are funneled through the pastoral office. Other offices in the church stand by themselves, as it were, when it comes to the divine call. On the topic of the ministry, LCMS is concerned about those who diminish the pastoral office, so it feels the need to highlight this office. WELS is concerned that LCMS overstates the biblical evidence for the pastoral office, thereby diminishing the roles of other offices.

Doctrine of the Call – WELS and ELS 1. J. Brenner highlighted his document entitled “The Doctrine of the Divine Call,” and J. Moldstad highlighted the ELS documents on the Divine Call that were shared prior to the meeting. It is evident that we have much in common in how we understand and practice the Divine Call, since most of the material in these documents is similar to the LCMS document. 2. Still, our difference on the ministry can be seen in the new LCMS Catechism in the section that deals with the Divine Call. The answer to question 344 states: “While the Office of the Keys is given to the whole Church, only those who are called as pastors are given the responsibility to exercise it publicly, that is, on behalf of the church.” Here again, the focus is on the pastoral office. When asked what a called Lutheran elementary school teacher should do if a student in his or her classroom confesses a sin, it was answered that the teacher should speak an absolution as a member of the universal priesthood. The teacher cannot speak an absolution as a called servant of the church in the public ministry, because only a pastor can speak a public absolution on the basis of a call from the church. Here, in the mind of the writer of these notes, we have evidence of a clear difference in teaching about the divine call. In WELS, the divine call that a LES teacher receives authorizes them not only to teach the Bible on behalf of the congregation, but also to assure others of the forgiveness of their sins. In LCMS, only a pastor can announce the forgiveness of sins to someone on the basis of the call of the church.

Catechism review – 1st and 2nd chief parts 1. Larry Vogel explained the careful way in which the new LCMS catechism was produced. There was a drafting committee with a variety of well-respected pastors and laypeople. While in production, both the CTCR and the Office of the President worked through multiple drafts. In 2016, the text was field tested and thousands of responses were received and processed. After a final review by the CTCR and the
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Office of the President, the text was submitted to CPH in February. CPH put it on a fast track for publication, so the new catechism was available late in 2017. 2. Vogel explained some of the features. With the “Central Thought” in each section, the content of each section is connected to a biblical narrative that could be used for preaching on the catechism using Bible stories. In the exposition itself, the catechism makes generous use of the Large Catechism and the other Lutheran Confessions to understand what Luther is saying. With the “Connections and Applications” and the devotional aids, the catechism is presented as a doctrinal resource for people of all ages, and not just as an instructional book for middle school children. Some of the resources are intended to serve an apologetic function—answering objections that people have to the Christian faith today. 3. Vogel then walked through the 1st and 2nd chief parts of the new LCMS catechism, and a wide variety of observations were made. Many positive comments were shared. 4. A few things that caught the attention of WELS reviewers were: a. The expression “The Divine Service” is used frequently. This seems to be an standard part of current LCMS jargon, but it is not used similarly in WELS. Is there one form of worship that has come directly from heaven? Are other worship services not “divine”? b. The terms “sin of commission,” “sin of omission,” and “objective justification” are not in the catechism—although the concepts are certainly presented. c. The section on church fellowship, predictably, speaks only about “altar and pulpit fellowship,” as if these are the only places where the doctrine of church fellowship applies. Both the WELS and ELS catechisms talk additionally about prayer fellowship.

Catechism review – 3rd and 4th chief parts 1. E. Treptow went through the 3rd and 4th chief parts, comparing all three catechisms with things that caught his attention. Especially he noted places where there were different emphases and different wordings. 2. A couple examples were: a. The LCMS catechism approvingly presents the thought that absolution could be counted as a third sacrament. b. The WELS catechism refers to the ending of the Lord’s Prayer as the Doxology rather than the Conclusion. c. The WELS catechism sometimes does not give an answer to a catechism question—when the answer presumably is self-evident in the wording of the Bible passages. d. The WELS catechism presents a distinction between sponsors and witnesses for the baptism of children, with sponsors being people “with whom we share spiritual fellowship.”

Catechism review – 5th and 6th chief parts 1. G. Obenberger first made the comment that he feels both the LCMS and WELS catechisms are “too verbose.” For instructional purposes, he prefers the more simple presentation of the ELS catechism. He thinks the extra material would work best as a companion volume to be used later. Obenberger then went through the 5th and 6th chief parts like Treptow, comparing all three catechisms with things that caught his attention. 2. Some examples were: a. The WELS catechism does not include Luther’s instructions to make the sign of the cross in connection with the morning and evening prayers. b. The wording and arrangement of the enchiridion varies in the Keys and Confession. The LCMS has Confession before the Keys, as does the Book of Concord. The WELS has a longer version for both the Keys and Confession. c. The LCMS catechism makes the point that confession to a pastor is confidential. This is not explicitly stated in the WELS or ELS catechisms. d. The LCMS catechism identifies the “fruit of the vine” in the Lord’s Supper as wine. This also is not explicitly stated in the WELS or ELS catechisms. 3. There was discussion about transubstantiation—as to whether or not the term transubstantiation could legitimately be used for Luther’s teaching on the Lord’s Supper, since an actual change takes place in the sacrament. Though suggested by one meeting participant, this idea was not supported by others. 4. There was some extended discussion of the topic of closed/close communion. The LCMS and WELS catechisms include both terms—“closed” and “close”—as expressions referring to the same thing. The
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ELS shies away from the term “close.” It was commented that the terms “closed” and “close” have been used in non-Lutheran circles to refer to different categories of worshipers. In Lutheran circles, the term “close communion” was used already by J. T. Mueller as a synonym of “closed communion.” In the end, M. Harrison said: “Call it what you want, as long as you practice it.”

Catechism review conclusion 1. There were numerous speakers who commented that the catechism review was interesting and beneficial. 2. Evident to everyone was the fact that we have much in common as we all teach the Christian faith with Luther’s Small Catechism, giving us the same overall outline and the same overall emphases.

International issues 1. A. Collver shared information about the ILC. The next international meeting of the ILC will be in Belgium in September 2018. The ILC has decided to officially incorporate, and it now is legally registered in the state of Delaware. The ILC had talked about becoming a fellowship, but it has backed away from that goal. It wants to include churches that are committed to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions, but are not formally in church fellowship together. There are three levels of membership: full, associate, and prospective. Many full members of the ILC are in altar and pulpit fellowship with each other, but not all. So there are triangular relationships. Some member churches of the ILC remain members of the LWF, although the LWF is unhappy with such dual memberships. At the moment there are 36 member churches, with about 10 more churches in line to join in the future. The new constitution of the ILC requires that full member churches do not have women pastors. At meetings of the ILC there is no joint worship scheduled by the ILC, but usually the local church holds services where those who are in fellowship will commune together. 2. A grant tied to CPH has initiated a Lutheran Leadership Development Program. This program will offer theological and practical courses around the world to help train theological leaders. 3. All of us are faced with the task of colloquizing pastors in foreign fields. A key part of the process must be an assessment of how the person carries out his ministry, which can only be accomplished by spending time in person on the field. Such foreign colloquies should always involve the nearest partner church or churches, if possible. 4. The following international contacts of the LCMS were highlighted: a. Tanzania. The Lutheran church in Tanzania, numbering 61⁄2 million members, has put together a partnership/cooperation document. There are about 35-50 women pastors and some liberal bishops, but the church is looking for a confessional Lutheran partner. b. Ethiopia. The new president of Mikane Yesus in Ethiopia has been a student at Fort Wayne, and the church is looking to form a relationship with the LCMS. c. Madagascar. The church has asked for a partner agreement with LCMS that will provide for doctrinal discussions and educational help. It is understood that there would be no joint worship or Lord’s Supper. d. Scandinavia. The LCMS has entered into fellowship with confessional groups in Norway, Sweden, and Finland. The members of these groups have been defrocked, so they are no longer members of the state churches. But they have not yet organized as legal churches in their respective countries. 5. It is recognized that some LCMS affiliates are weak on ecumenical worship, such as SELK (Germany), FELSISA (Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa), and LCSA (Lutheran Church of South Africa). 6. In answer to a question, the LCMS representatives mentioned that the military support work of the LCMS occupies three people in the synod office. There are 170 regular and reserve chaplains, with the LCMS as the endorsing agent for the government. LCMS also has a program called Operation Barnabas, which trains congregations in how to deal with returning military personnel. 7. The following international contacts of the WELS were highlighted: a. Vietnam. An ethnic Hmong church body of 90,000 in Vietnam has asked WELS for training and theological leadership. b. South Sudan. A Sudanese WELS pastor from the USA has been making visits to South Sudan, and people are requesting fellowship with WELS.
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Where do we go from here? 1. M. Harrison said that these ELS/LCMS/WELS discussions have been a delight. Talk about restoration of fellowship is premature, but it would be disappointing if we did not continue to dialogue each year. 2. Quite quickly it was decided that we should plan on meeting again in 2018 during the same week—on November 26-29. It was commented that the CTCR will have meetings starting on Thursday that week. 3. The following possible ideas for discussion were offered: • A more substantial discussion of what it would take to pursue fellowship • Free conferences • ILC will be studying fellowship • Raising up leadership / strategic planning • Cultural threats • Natural law • Apologetics • Cultural diversity • WELS demographic studies • Have some of both: 1) issues between us, and 2) things we all face together • Worship • History of ministry discussions between WELS and LCMS from 1900-1935 • Old earth creationism, etc. in view of Concordia Journal article and our culture • Two new pastoral theology books: WELS textbook and English translation of Walther • History of fellowship – LCMS and ALC (by LCMS rep) and WELS and LCMS (by WELS rep) 4. It was decided that the vice-presidents (Glenn, Herb, and Jim) will once again decide on topics and prepare an agenda.
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P.O.Box 188775 St. Louis, MO 63118, USA Phone (+1) 636-751-3970 Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, III Executive Secretary

THE LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (LLDP) APPLICATION

Please type, or print in ink, all information. The form must be completed in every detail. Answer “n/a” for all items that do not apply to you. This application form along with references and transcripts are to be sent to the following address:

Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki Director of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program c/o Concordia Theological Seminary 6600 N. Clinton St. Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA 46825-4996 naomichi.masaki@ctsfw.edu

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Name___________________________________________ Social Security # ____________________ First (full)

Middle (full) Last

Address______________________________________________________________________________ Street and No., Box, Route

City

State

Zip Code

Telephone (____)_____-_______ Work Phone (____)_____-_______ Cell Phone (____)_____-______

Date of Birth____/____/______ Birth Place ________________________________________________ Month / Day / Year

City State Country

Country of Citizenship_______________________________________________

Email address ___________________________________ Spouse’s Name _______________________

Sex:

Male Female Marital Status: Married Divorced Single Widow/er No. of Children ________

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Name of National Church:_____________________________________________________________

Country:___________________________________

Name of Local Congregation ___________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Please list all schools attended since high school, beginning with the most recent.

College/University/Seminary City, State Dates of Attendance Degree/Major/Year Received

Language Proficiency: Rate your abilities in English and the Biblical/confessional languages.

English Poor Fair Good Excellent NT Greek Poor Fair Good Excellent OT Hebrew Poor Fair Good Excellent German Poor Fair Good Excellent Latin Poor Fair Good Excellent

Other (please specify)

_________________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL INFORMATION

Please indicate all significant employment and/or professional ministry experiences you have had starting from your current situation and working backward:

Title or Nature of Work/Ministry

Employer

Dates

Date of Ordination

By what church or denomination were you ordained? ______________________________________

REFERENCES

List three individuals who can address your: (1) character, (2) scholarly ability, and (3) leadership quality in the church. At least one letter must be from a church official. All letters of recommendations must be returned directly to Director of LLDP, not to you.

____________________________ ______________ __________________________________________________ Name

Position

Address

____________________________ ______________ __________________________________________________ Name

Position

Address

____________________________ ______________ __________________________________________________ Name

Position

Address

It is your responsibility to see that these references are sent to Dr. Naomichi Masaki.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

I certify that all information on this application and other materials provided for admission are accurate, complete and true. I understand that withholding information or giving false information on this application or other materials provided for admission will make me ineligible for admission to the Lutheran Leadership Development Program of the International Lutheran Council and/or result in termination of enrollment at LLDP.

Signature _______________________________________ Date _________________________

Printed Name ___________________________________

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

Request official transcripts of all post-high school academic work to be sent by the school directly to Director of Lutheran Leadership Development Program.

A recent photo of yourself is enclosed.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY

_________________ __________________ ________________________________________________ Date Received Date Accepted

Director of LLDP Program
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1 PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN 1 THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN TANZANIA [ELCT] 2 AND 3 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD [LCMS] 4

5 1. PREAMBLE 6

7 WHEREAS, by 1938, there were seven Lutheran churches (the Lutheran Church in Tanganyika 8 [North], the Usambro / Digo Lutheran Church [Northwest], the Usasramo / Uluguru Lutheran 9 Church [East], the Augustana Lutheran Church of Irimba / Turu [Central], the Evangelical 10 Lutheran Church in the North West Tanganyika, the Iraqw Lutheran Church in the Northern 11 Province, the Ubena / Konde Lutheran Church in the Southern Highlands) in Tanganyika, as the 12 country was known then which formed a federation known as the Federation of Lutheran 13 Churches in Tanganyika. 14

15 WHEREAS, on June 19, 1963, the seven Churches, under the umbrella of a federation, merged 16 to become Synods and Dioceses of a single Church, known as the Evangelical Lutheran Church 17 in Tanganyika and later Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania after the two countries 18 (Tanganyika and Zanzibar) united to form the United Republic of Tanzania. 19

20 WHEREAS, the ministry of the ELCT grew at such a tremendous speed that she was 21 enormously challenged to devise various strategies for developing and better utilizing her 22 resources, with an aim of becoming a more and more self-supporting church; currently the 23 Church has 25 Dioceses spread all over the country with more that 6.5 million members. 24

25 WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod was founded on April 26, 1847, and grew in 26 time into the second largest Lutheran church in the United States. It is a biblical, confessional, 27 witness-oriented Christian denomination with 2.3 million members in 6,200 congregations. 28 Through acts of witness and mercy, the synod carries out its mission worldwide to make known 29 the love of Jesus Christ; 30

31 WHEREAS, communication between the LCMS and ELCT began in 2002 and expanded over 32 the next several years due to several factors. First, The Mid-South District of the LCMS has been 33 a key partner in Tanzania as it has supported leadership-training efforts in partnership with the 34 LCMS. Second, LCMS works in mutual mission through projects with two Dioceses (out of 25) 35 which are the East of Lake Victoria Diocese (ELVD) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 36 Tanzania (ELCT) and South East of Lake Victoria Diocese. As contacts intensified after the year 37 2002, it was increasingly evident that the two church bodies, while aware of certain theological 38 and practical differences, recognized a shared commitment to the Holy Scriptures, acceptance of 39 the ecumenical creeds, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, and the Small and Large 40 Catechisms, which justified that the two churches engage in more formal discussion; 41

42 NOW therefore, the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN TANZANIA (ELCT) and 43 THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD (LCMS) enter into this “Partnership 44 Agreement” in accordance with the following terms. 45

46

2

1

2 2. Aims of the “Partnership Agreement” 3

4 The Aims of the “Partnership Agreement” are the following: 5

6 2.1. To build stronger relations between the ELCT and the LCMS, through in-depth 7 discussions and mutual negotiations based on the broader perspectives. 8 2.2. To enhance and deepen the impact of the relationship between the ELCT and the 9 LCMS, in a manner which allows the former to become more fully empowered to 10 develop and implement more sustainable strategies for her ministry, and also 11 provides the latter with deeper inspirations and insights for fulfilling their 12 objectives. 13 2.3. To define the roles and responsibilities of the parties in relationship, with respect to 14 any partnership to be entered between the two churches and their institutions 15 2.4. To support the ECLT economically through its investment arm which is hereby 16 stated as Lutheran Investment Company in a manner that will allow independency 17 of both parts and through any means, which is accepted by all parts. 18

19 3. Basis for the “Partnership Agreement” 20

21 3.1. We [the ELCT and the LCMS] strongly believe that participating in God’s Mission 22 is a wholistic and corporate responsibility of all God’s people. Thus, by virtue of 23 our shared heritage, and as a consequence of our longstanding relationships, we 24 belong to each other and have a common task to accomplish for the furtherance of 25 the Kingdom of God. 26 3.2. We uphold the Biblical truth that the Church of Jesus Christ is one body in Him. 27 Just as each member of the human body lives and functions together with the other 28 members for the well-being of the whole body, we have been joined together by the 29 Lord Jesus Christ to live and function together. This unity is for the purpose of 30 fulfilling the Great Commission together, as entrusted to us by the Lord Jesus 31 Christ. 32 3.3. We, therefore, want to reaffirm our commitment to the common call to the witness 33 and service towards the people of Tanzania and beyond. In this regard, as parts of 34 one body, we intend to continue sewing together into the 21st century and, even so, 35 till the coming of Christ. 36 3.4. We believe that partnership is a strong and practical commitment towards one 37 another. Hence, as partners, we pledge to always stand by each other, and take 38 part in the joys and difficulties of the other. 39 3.5. We also believe that our relationship should foster, strengthen and expedite the 40 realization of the Vision/Mission/Goal and Strategy of the ELCT. Such a mutual 41 conviction at the same time accepts the fact that we do have our respective 42 identities, cultures, vision/mission/goals and strategies, out of which we come 43 together on a common ground for cooperation. 44 3.6. We pledge to be honest and transparent with each other, by ways of integrating 45 our efforts for implementing mutually accepted plans and strategies. 46

3 3.7. We agree that our partnership relation will respect the Constitution and Bylaws of 1 both ELCT and LCMS. 2

3 4. Ground Rules for the Partnership Cooperation 4

5 4.1. General Rules 6

7 4.1.1. We affirm that our partnership is a practical and mutual commitment, with 8 the intention and principle of long-term cooperation. Therefore, we intend 9 to cooperate with each other on the basis of equality, integrity, mutual 10 trust, transparency, respect, accountability, Christian values and 11 involvement. 12 4.1.2. We mutually acknowledge various types of working relationship. The 13 terms of this Partnership Agreement are described below. 14

15 4.1.2.1. Basis of the Partnership: 16

17 This relationship exhibits mutual and substantial support for the identity 18 and all aspects of the work and wellbeing of the other partner. The LCMS 19 and ELCT have developed their ecclesiastical character under very 20 different historical, political and ecclesiastical frames of reference. On the 21 basis of this partnership agreement we seek a deeper understanding of 22 each other’s theology and practice as well as an understanding of the 23 challenges and problems that confront each church. We will give priority 24 to spending time together, learning from each other. It is our mutual hope 25 that our work together will give us the opportunity to more fully realize 26 our unity as Lutheran Christians so that on the basis of agreement in 27 doctrine and practice the two churches may share full altar and pulpit 28 fellowship. Article II of the ELCT constitution confesses: “Evangelical 29 Lutheran Church in Tanzania-has been built on the foundation of Jesus 30 Christ. It confesses that the Word of God as it is in the Old Testament and 31 the New Testament is the only infallible foundation of the teachings and 32 the life of the church. In its relation with the one world church it confesses 33 the Apostles Creed, Nicene Creed, and the Creed of Athanasius. It also 34 professes that the Confession of the Evangelical Lutheran churches, 35 specifically the unchanged Confession of Augsburg and the Little 36 Catechism of Martin Luther are true interpretations of the word of God. 37 This church will abide by this foundation in its testimony anywhere 38 throughout its existence. This principle is unchangeable.” 39

40 Article II of the LCMS constitution confesses: “The Synod, and every 41 member of the Synod, accepts without reservation: 42

43 1. The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word 44 of God and the only rule and norm of faith and of practice; 45

4 2. All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a 1 true and unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God, 2 to wit: the three Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene 3 Creed, the Athanasian Creed), the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the 4 Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Large 5 Catechism of Luther, the Small Catechism of Luther, and the Formula 6 of Concord.” 7

8 The basis or reason for the LCMS and ELCT to seek theological 9 dialog with each other is based upon the confession of the faith found 10 in their respective church constitutions. Both churches accept that the 11 Holy Scriptures are the only source and norm of faith and practice, and 12 both churches sec the Lutheran Confessions as a pure exposition of the 13 Word of God. 14

15 4.1.2.2. Program/Project Partnership: 16

17 This relationship concentrates on various areas of work such as: 18 1. Theological and Higher Education to provide adequate facilities and 19 faculties for properly educating the people (including short-term trips, 20 training sessions, support for campus ministry, etc.) who are needed to 21 fill positions in our two churches; 22 2. Supporting mission outreach through prayer and exchange of resources 23 to bring the Gospel to the whole world, including those areas far away 24 from us; 25 3. Programs that reach out with genuine love and concern to serve people 26 who are in every kind of need, for example human care, relief and re27 habitation, development. construction projects, health, etc.; and 28 4. Mass media and literature projects in cooperation with the 29 organizations and agencies of our churches which enable our members 30 to grow in faith and which support the mission outreach of our 31 churches. 32 5. Encouragement, and mutual conversation of the brethren, theological 33 discussion to support and promote the Christian faith as it has been 34 given us in the Lutheran Confessions. 35 6. Exchange of theological experts, professional personnel professors, 36 and teachers, et al. including short-term volunteers to support the areas 37 defined above. 38

39 4.1.2.3. Network / Alliance: 40

41 This is a relationship where two (or more) organizations agree on an 42 agenda they wish to pursue together, such as exchanging resources and 43 information, sharing expertise, as defined above. 44

45

46

5 4.2. Specific Rules 1 4.2.1. We reaffirm that the ELCT shall continue to focus on proclaiming 2 the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in Tanzania and beyond, as her 3 main aim. 4 4.2.2. We recognize that mutual sharing of information will contribute to 5 the development of common understanding and mutual concern. 6 Therefore, we will share the Vision/Mission/Goals and strategies 7 of our ministries. 8 4.2.3. In order for the two churches to be able to carry out their ministry 9 according to mutually accepted plans, they shall seek to 10 provide/avail the required support. 11 4.2.4. The ELCT is responsible to provide regular reports on projects 12 mutually implemented. 13 4.2.5. The work in Tanzania will be carried out according to the 14 standards for planning, reporting, monitoring and evaluation, 15 determined by policies of the Church and the respective project 16 documents and agreements. 17 4.2.6. The two churches will organize regular meetings to discuss the 18 overall co-operation, and the implementation of work plans. 19

20 5. Roles and Responsibilities of the Parties in Relationship 21 5.1. The two churches will carry out their responsibilities according to their respective 22 constitution and bylaws. In areas where they mutually agree to work together as 23 outlined in this document, they will honor their commitments. 24 5.2. We seek to understand the Visions/Mission/Goal, strategies, challenges and 25 problems of each other, and be willing, according to the means available, to 26 support each other. Priority will be given to spending time together discussing and 27 learning from each other and knowing each other’s constituencies. 28 5.3. The two churches will carry out this agreement in accordance with their 29 respective church constitutions, bylaws, policies, and procedures. In the event of 30 policy conflicts between two church bodies, we agree to work toward resolution 31 through communication and meetings. 32 5.4. We believe that we are stewards of the resources entrusted to us by God, and we 33 affirm that our relationship promotes mutual involvement. 34 5.5. We take joy in the fact that the ELCT has shown a tremendous growth. We, 35 therefore, realize that the Church needs continued assistance from the LCMS to 36 be able to cope with her growth. In this regard, exchange of personnel shall aim at 37 building the internal competence and capacity of the Church and its institutions. 38 All discussions pertaining to exchange of personnel shall, therefore, have the 39 aspect of competence and capacity building as a major focus. 40 5.6. In accordance with the Lord’s instruction we agree to comply with all laws and 41 regulations, which apply to our joint activities so long as such laws, do not violate 42 the Scriptures. 43 5.7. Being aware that the Mission of God takes place in all the continents and that all 44 the parts of the world-wide body of Christ do need each other, we believe that the 45

6 ELCT can contribute to the ministries of the LCMS, through prayers, exchange 1 visits and secondment of personnel. 2

3 6. Ratification/Amendment/Revision 4

5 6.1. This Partnership Agreement will take effect when it has been signed by the ELCT 6 and the LCMS. 7 6.2. From time to time, this Agreement may be amended or revised by mutual 8 agreement of the ELCT and the LCMS. 9 6.3. Termination of this Agreement may be called for by either party in writing, on 10 prior notice of one year. 11

12 Place: Place: 13 Date: Date: 14

15

16

17 For ELCT For LCMS 18

19

NAME NAME 22 TITLE TITLE 23

24
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FLM P&rtner Meeting / Round T&ble Meeting 2-3 M&rch 2018 Isor%k%, Ant%n%n%rivo, M%d%g%sc%r Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Rel%tions H%ns R%beony Building (1863-1956) Agend& FIANGONANA LOTERANA MALAGASY

-EGLISE LUTHERIENNE MALAGASY MALAGASY LUTHERAN CHURCH “And so were the churches est%blished in the f%ith %nd incre%sed in number d%ily.” Acts 16W5 PROGRAM FOR THE ROUND TABLE MEETING MLC PARTENERS MEETING %t FOIBE FLM ISORAKA M%rch 1, 2018: Arriv%l 2 M%rch, 2018 08: 30 Devotion: President of FLM Welcoming %ll guests 09W00 short Sh%ring %nd self-introducing 09W30 Project Coordin%torʼs present%tions SHALOM: Muslim %nd Christi%n rel%tionship” The p%rticip%nt: SHALOM Coordin%tor, 10W00 Coffee bre%k 10: 15 Project Coordin%tor ‘s present%tions Topic: “Church Sust%in%bility” Wh%t %re you doing to %chieve the Church Sust%in%bility? The P%rticip%nts: 10W15-10W45: EVANGELIZATION 10W45-11W05: USE YOUR TALENT 11W05-11W55: DRAFT PNFD/FLM 12W00-12 :20: DIACONAL WORK 12W25-12W45: INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 13 p.m. :00: LUNCH TIME

14W00 -14: 30: GENERAL EDUCATION 14W35 -15: HEALTH DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION 15 p.m. PARTNERS PRESENTATION: Topic: wh%t %re the prospect of %nd priority support of the p%rtners to work with FLM Wh%t %re your go%l? Wh%t %re your ch%llenges? 16h: 00 16W15 Coffee bre%ks Continuing p%rtners present%tion Discussion time on issues 17 :30: Closing devotion ELCA 03rd M%rch 08W30 Devotion (Chinese Luther%n Church) 09W00: Foibe FLM sh%re their point of view reg%rding the Church Sust%in%bility 10W00 Coffee bre%k 10W15 Bil%ter%l meeting 12W00: Lunch time 14W00: Bil%ter%l meeting 16W00 Coffee bre%k 16W15: Closing %nd dep%rture N.B. Celebr%tion of 500 ye%rs of REFORMATION %nd 150 ye%rs of FLM will t%ke pl%ce %t Americ%n Cultur%l Center T%njomb%to on M%rch 3rd %t 4W30 pm. Germ%ny Emb%ssy %nd FLM will celebr%te together these import%nt events. Luther%n Hour Ministry M%d%g%sc%r %ssist us!

— 2 M&rch 2018 Devotions After Devotions, introductions of everyone present %t the meeting. Represent%tives from NLM, ELCA, D%ne Mission, %nd represent%tives from the M%l%ysi%n Luther%n Church. Present&tion on Christi&n &nd Muslim rel&tions 2-7% Of M%d%g%sc%r popul%tion is Muslim. The Muslims h%ve %n %ctive proselytiz%tion progr%m. The Muslims converted 160,000 Christi%ns to Isl%m in one ye%r. 2000 Mosques in M%d%g%sc%r. The Muslims h%ve schools %nd do not ch%rge school fees to %ttr%ct people. Turkey %nd M%d%g%sc%r %re m%king % tre%ty so Muslim refugees c%n be sent to M%d%g%sc%r. Church Sust&in&bility Present&tion If Christ is the he%d of the church does Christ need sust%ining, %nswer NO. ELCA rep s%id membership in ELCA is declining. ELCA will not be %ble to provide support in the future. The FLM should not h%ve region%l bible schools but should consolid%te into one bible school th%t is more sust%in%ble.

S%turd%y Jubilee (3 M%rch 2018) Jubilee for 150th of FLM Jubilee for 500th of Reform%tion Jubilee for 100th of Luther%n Hour Ministry SALFA — Present&tion FLM h%s 12 hospit%ls 38 dispens%ries %nd 14 clinics — ELCA Report — Themb& Mkh&bel&

Greetings from Eliz%beth E%ton %nd M%lipek%. Sust%in%bility w%s the theme, ch%llenges %nd go%ls th%t %ffect e%ch church. Sust%in%bility of institutions is %bout t%king ownership of the institutions, %nd the decisions th%t need to be m%de, %nd ownership of the %ctions %nd th%t outcomes. ELCA strong p%rtner of FLM since the l%te 1800s. ELCA hopes the p%rtnership with FLM continues until Jesus returns. The re%lity is th%t the

m. n. o. p. q. p%rtnership will ch%nge b%sed on the re%lities of the times. The ELCA is proud of its work %nd ministry with FLM. As % p%rtner, the ELCA c%nnot t%ke ownership of your ministry but only support it. The topic of sust%in%bility is % sc%ry topic, especi%lly if you fe%r th%t the ELCA w%nts to go %w%y. The ELCA does not w%nt to go %nywhere, but the ELCA %lso w%nts to be re%listic %nd honest %bout the re%lities we f%ce. Go%ls %nd Priorities of the ELCA (in reg%rds to M%d%g%sc%r) ELCA w%nts to continue to p%rtner in the %re% of he%lth. ELCA h%s % desire to continue working with FLM in the %re% of theologic%l educ%tion. The ELCA h%s invited 4 FLM theologi%ns (2 women %nd 2 men) to h%ve % consult%tion in Chic%go. The ELCA hopes this consult%tion c%n show % w%y forw%rd in theologic%l educ%tion. ELCA w%nts to continue to work with FLM in dis%ster response, especi%lly working through the ACT Alli%nce. In these d%ys of Glob%l W%rming, we need to %ddress these future ch%llenges %nd work on %d%ption %nd w%ys to reduce the w%rming. ELCA is committed to c%p%city building, especi%lly in the %re% of doctors, nurses, profession%ls, %nd theologi%ns. ELCA sees the role of women %s very import%nt %nd ELCA will continue to seek to empower women in the role of the church. The commitment of the ELCA is there, but we need to t%lk %bout sust%in%bility. The support the ELCA provides is not %lw%ys gu%r%nteed. The ELCAʼs membership is declining %s is its fin%nci%l resources. The FLM will need to le%rn to st%nd on its own. The ELCA c%n no longer t%lk %bout building c%p%city for sust%in%bility. Now is the time to be independent

%nd h%ve sust%in%ble ministries. SULFA (the FLMʼs medic%l %nd hospit%l ministry) is sust%in%ble %nd %n ex%mple not only for FLM but %lso for the entire world, even the United St%tes. SULFA is the l%rgest Luther%n he%lth system in the world. Project m%n%gers need to know th%t receiving gr%nts from %round the world %nd other p%rtners is ok%y %nd not % sin, but the ELCA needs to stress th%t gr%nt support requires cert%in things be c%rried out %nd conditions be met. You re%lly need to fulfill the requirements of the gr%nt, be tr%nsp%rent %nd %ccount%ble. Need to de%l with corruption when you see it. L%stly, projects %nd gr%nts from the ELCA is moving online. In order to %pply for gr%nts you must use %n online web system. In conclusion, th%nk you for %llowing me to spe%k to you %bout sust%in%bility. — Norwegi&n Mission&ry Society (NMS) Report

INGER KARI SØYLAND, Assist%nt Secret%ry Gener%l (iks@nms.no) ERIK BISCHLER, Executive Section Le%der (Fr%ncophone) NMS w%s founded in 1842 in the city of St%v%nger. Bring greetings from Norw%y, %nd from our Secret%ry Jeffery %nd the n%tion%l bo%rd of NMS. At the l%st NMS bo%rd meeting which meets only four times % ye%r, over 1/2 of the meeting time w%s spent discussing M%d%g%sc%r. This

m. demonstr%tes th%t M%d%g%sc%r is still import%nt to Norw%y %s it h%s been for the p%st 150 ye%rs. So why is NMS still interested in M%d%g%sc%r. Our mission is to sh%re f%ith in Jesus %nd it is %lso to fight injustice. NMS go%ls is not less th%n to end poverty. These %re the three re%sons NMS is with FLM in the mission of God %fter 150 ye%rs: 1) Sh%re f%ith in Jesus, 2) Fight injustice, 3) End Poverty. Yet over the p%st 150 ye%rs things in Norw%y h%s ch%nged. As in the USA, Norw%y no longer h%s the s%me number of donors we once did. We struggle e%ch ye%r to receive enough money to m%ke the budget, including the budget for M%d%g%sc%r. So the times %re ch%nging. Wh%t does this me%n for p%rtnership between NMS %nd FLM? We h%ve been looking %t mission %s % movement from North to South, % movement coming from Europe to Afric%. Now we %re noticing th%t the movement is going in the other direction — South to North. In NMS we %re used to being % donor, we %re used to being the %ctive subject %nd we %re used to looking %t M%d%g%sc%r %s %n object, %s % receiver %nd we will not do th%t %ny more. Bec%use you %re %lso the %ctive subject %nd Norw%y is %lso % receiver %nd %n object. This is not %n e%sy ch%nge for Norw%y; it is not e%sy to recognize or %ccept this ch%nge for Norwegi%ns. So wh%t %re NMSʼ priorities in cooper%tion with FLM: Do more things th%t strengthen the movement from South to North, things th%t strengthen the initi%tives you %lre%dy h%ve. An ex%mple of this is “use your t%lent.” NMS does not give money to build % bridge. FLM %nd the loc%l M%l%g%sy should build their own bridge, but we t%ke your experience %nd move it to Ivory Co%st, Ch%d %nd other p%rts of Afric%. We %re moving to pl%ces neither NMS or FLM h%ve

ever worked before. This is % movement, % w%ve th%t is rolling over the Afric%n continent. We %re helping to get people together so they c%n come together %nd sh%re experiences. We will do more p%rtnership with FLM. We will do more networking with you. We will do less projects with FLM. When the n%tion%l NMS bo%rd met, we discussed wh%t NMS needed to stop doing in M%d%g%sc%r. Some of wh%t NMS does in M%d%g%sc%r is % hinder%nce to you bec%use you c%n do it better without our help. When NMS stopped funding Ev%ngelists in FLM, you m%de it grow up %nd m%de more ev%ngelists. NMS is not responsible for ev%ngelism but it is your responsibility. NMS c%nnot %lw%ys find the ownership of FLM in projects. So when we stop funding you, you still %sk us for funding — th%t is not ownership. This is why NMS is going to do less projects with FLM. But we will do more p%rtnership, more exch%nge, more connecting. One ex%mple of p%rtnership is youth work. When we eng%ge in p%rtnership, it is necess%ry to respect the %greements %nd the p%rtnership, then more trust will grow. When the %ctivity grows, the result will be better. NMS works with FLM %s % whole not fr%gments or p%rts. We will not do projects with individu%ls, %gencies, or groups — only with the entire church. This is necess%ry to ensure th%t when your le%dership ch%nges, then NMS will honor its %greements. Perh%ps NMS will continue working with FLM until Jesus comes b%ck. But we %re ch%nging the org%niz%tion %nd how to do things. Three persons from NMS %re here. One of us lives in Norw%y, one of us lives in Fr%nce but is responsible for %ll of Afric%, %nd fin%lly the third one lives in M%d%g%sc%r %nd is %n indigenous loc%l

coordin%tor. (The Norwegi%ns will not be living in the countries they help.) The loc%l indigenous person is not just % secret%ry for me but she is the %ctive officer %nd does not need to w%it for the region%l office. I h%ve used my time. Th%nk you. — D&ne Mission — Nik Bredholt, Region&l Le&der for Z&nzib&r &nd M&d&g&sc&r (nbr@d%nmission.dk) Bring you greetings from Denm%rk %nd from my Bishop. H%ppy to be here %nd to meet you et %l. D%ne Mission h%s only been in M%d%g%sc%r since the 1970s. D%ne Mission used to h%ve 7 mission%ries in M%d%g%sc%r but tod%y we only h%ve one mission%ry. D%ne Mission is interested in doing c%p%city building %nd to provide profession%l tr%ining for individu%ls through schol%rships so th%t FLM c%n become more profession%l. D%ne Mission h%s funding ch%llenges like NMS. D%ne Mission will review its work in M%d%g%sc%r over the next 4 months. D%ne Mission needs to know who controls budgets, %nd h%ve % review of outcomes. After th%t review, we would like to m%ke % continu%tion with SALT (the gr%du%te semin%ry) %nd the de%f school. D%ne Mission would like to mention % mod%lity we developed in Denm%rk — % b%sket fund, %n

%bility for the church to be innov%tive. M%ybe you c%n get funding from th%t b%sket or pool if you do %n innov%tive project. This is specific%lly to support initi%tives within the church. A strengthening of work of Sh%lom (Muslim work). Other di%logue initi%tives th%t NMS is supporting between Christi%ns %nd Muslims. We %lso would encour%ge stronger ecumenic%l %nd interf%ith rel%tions. More work on di%pr%xis — environment%l concerns. For some ye%rs we h%ve tried to get D%ne Mission work into the fr%mework of the D%nish Government for gr%nts. We h%ve come to the conclusion this is impossible. This puts % big ch%llenge on D%ne Mission since we c%nnot use government funding for M%d%g%sc%r. This me%ns we need to rely on our church members. This puts stress on us. We %re very gl%d th%t you %re working on mod%lities. If we c%n h%ve tr%nsp%rency in funding %nd one report from SALT, so we c%n see which p%rtners you h%ve %nd who is funding wh%t... My colle%gues in Denm%rk w%nt you to eng%ge in wholistic work. Right now things %re divided between church work, di%logue (ecumenic%l %nd interf%ith), %nd development work. Ownership of the institutions is import%nt. We %gree with the ELCA. Be good stew%rds %nd do wh%t you believe in. There is % strong f%ith in M%d%g%sc%r %nd we miss th%t in Denm%rk. We might h%ve funds but we l%ck people, f%ith %nd commitment. In the end, f%ith %nd commitment will give you sust%in%bility to be independent. Let me finish by s%ying th%nk you. —

Missouri Synod — Collver (g&ve fin&l present&tion). Collver beg%n with Acts 16W5 — incre%sing the f%ith %nd the numbers in the church d%ily. He presented brief history of LCMS including th%t LCMS is %lmost 175 ye%rs old, only 25 ye%rs older th%n FLM. LCMS committed to the Holy Scriptures %nd the Luther%n Confessions. LCMS sees the rel%tionship with the FLM %s %n emerging rel%tionship. Et %l. (Collver provided no %mmunition for ELCA, Norwegi%ns, D%nes, or LWF — %nd no discussion of future pl%ns.)

— Dinner &t Bishop D&vidʼs House. Bishop D%vid w%s interviewed on TV %bout the 150 ye%r Jubilee of FLM. D%vid is very excited %bout % p%rtner %greement with LCMS %nd %bout joining ILC. 3 M&rch 2018

Bre&kf&st H%d bre%kf%st with NMS represent%tives. NMS glob%l str%tegy is now to focus on Europe (worldʼs h%rdest mission field) %nd the Middle E%st, while m%int%ining “rel%tionships” with foreign mission p%rtners. NMS will not be seeking %ny new foreign p%rtners. NMS s%id they were surprised to see LCMS represent%tive here. Also w%nted to know wh%t LCMS pl%n w%s %nd current work in M%d%g%sc%r. (Since LCMS re%lly h%s no pl%n, I expl%ined simply th%t we were between mission directors.) Devotion Bishop D&vid Report

25 Synods (1 in Europe), 4+ million members, 317 Districts, 9000 congreg%tions Beg%n 150 ye%rs %go. Once tot%lly dependent on foreigners. Sust%in%bility — the G%tes of Hell will not prev%il %g%inst the Church. Christ sust%ins the church, not our efforts. FLM h%s ch%nged % lot in 150 ye%rs. 8 %ssoci%tions under the vicegener%l secret%ry. 12 dep%rtments under the gener%l secret%ry. The

semin%ries, SULFA, Sh%lom, et %l. 16 coordin%tionʼs under the supervision of the vice-president. Some Sund%ys %re dedic%ted to v%rious coordin%tionʼs. Str%tegy to cre%te economic resources. Need to build % new office for the church bishop. Church identity — confess %nd te%ch the 66 Books of the Bible %re the true word of God, Jesus himself s%id continue to obey the Words I h%ve spoken to you — John 8W31. We confess %nd te%ch th%t the Luther%n confessions (p%rticul%rly AC %nd Sm%ll C%techism) %re correct te%chings. Ch%llenges — free school, free he%lth c%re, et %l. From the Muslims. M%ny Luther%n boys %nd girls %re converting to Isl%m. This ye%r FLM is focusing on the Book of Acts. All p%stors %re being encour%ged to te%ch the Book of Acts to help members be strong in f%ith %nd to incre%se number of people. Good govern%nce — working h%rd to h%ve good %dministr%tion %nd %nticorruption. M%ny resources in FLM. Need to h%ve good m%n%gement. Development works... Theologic%l Educ%tion. It is FLM turn to give to you. Need to re-enforce church identity. P%stors conference August 14-19 — over 1,000 p%stors %nd over 1,000 l%y people. Bishop D%vid specific%lly requested th%t Dr. R%st %nd Dr. Collver %ttend if possible.

Discussion ELCA guy (Themb&) t&lked with m&ny words but s&id little. ELCA will be %ble to s%y we c%n give support to “this %mount.” You Bishop will need to determine how to best use the support we give you. You will need to prioritize. Th%nk you. During Q&A — Missouri Synod c%me up. Missouri Synod is % new p%rtner. Wh%t should FLM expect or how should they work with Missouri Synod? [convers%tion w%s not in English but some interpret%tion provided] Bishop D&vid Replied — To give %n expl%n%tion to wh%t Themb% (ELCA s%id). 9,000 congreg%tions, there %re 1,500 p%stors for these congreg%tions. 1 p%stor for 6 congreg%tions. This is very he%vy work for one p%stor. If we h%ve more p%stors, then even country side congreg%tions c%n h%ve % p%stor. The problem is country p%rishes c%nnot provide semin%ry educ%tion for p%stors %nd limited s%l%ry. We %re te%ching Christi%ns to offer to the church %nd try to help them so they c%n support their p%stors. D%vid told Europe%n %nd ELCA — we will be h%ppy if you will %llow us to chose our own priority. The cooper%tion with the Chinese p%rtner is 15 ye%rs old. Expl%n%tion of history of Chinese people in M%d%g%sc%r, et %l. About the Cooper%tion with the Missouri Synod. It is not our t%sk to

expl%in it here. The ide% st%rted from the KSML meeting %nd is on its w%y to be defined. It is FLM workers %nd dep%rtments who desire to h%ve the Missouri Synod %t this round t%ble meeting. The Missouri Synod h%s sent to us some propos%l %bout they desire to do with us. President D%vid received this in October 2017. D%vid did not send it to the KSML %gend% bec%use it w%s full. Now I h%ve %sked some to tr%nsl%te it into M%l%g%sy. If it is Godʼs word, I will put the Missouri Synod p%rtnership on the KSML %gend% in M%y 2018. The D&nes — h&d some thoughts to sh&re. Yesterd%y %gend% w%s p%cked. There w%s % livid discussion %bout Muslims. I w%nt to know how you will c%rry on discussion with Muslims %nd other churches. This is %lso % n%tion%l security issue. Bishop D&vid responded to the Muslim issue. FLM does not work by itself. First, Bishop D%vid h%s visited the President of the Country of M%d%g%sc%r. When we t%lk %bout the Muslim, it is not only % religion but %lso the community. So we s%id it is not only % religion but %lso % community, the church h%s to t%lk with the government on how to de%l with the Muslim people. FLM h%s brought up this topic with the Christi%n Associ%tion in M%d%g%sc%r. Bishop D%vid is not convinced by the st%tistics given by the Sh%lom org%niz%tion. It seems to me th%t there %re more th%n 2% muslims in M%d%g%sc%r. Reli%ble government sources s%y there %re 15% muslims in M%d%g%sc%r. The Muslims %re trying to get into the M%l%g%sy government. The government should decl%re th%t M%d%g%sc%r is % Christi%n Country. Extended discussion %bout difficulties with Muslims.

D&neʼs continued with &ddition&l questions &bout p&rtnerships. The existing p%rtner %greement fits well with ELCA, Norwegi%ns %nd D%nes, but does it work with the Missouri Synod? Will the Missouri Synod work in the s%me %re%s %s the existing p%rtners? Is this % gener%l %greement %pplic%ble to %ll? Some time should be spend discussing this. Let me finish: I did not study theology, but inste%d I studied politics %nd economics. I do think th%t the issue of the elections %ppro%ching should be t%ken seriously. How do you prep%re for this? Elections in Afric%... with your politic%l history there is % re%son to think %bout future elections, violence, %nd so forth. How c%n the church be % positive influence in politics? Just fin%lly, %nd I will stop — the issue of sust%in%bility. The issue of the schools, mentioned % number of initi%tives on eng%ging in business. There %re % lot of resources in M%d%g%sc%r — bigger c%rs %nd m%lls, et %l. People under estim%te the we%lth in M%d%g%sc%r. There is poverty but it is c%used by politic%l re%sons not due to % l%ck of resources. And the church should eng%ge society to help these injustices. There is money here but it is not distributed well. The D%neʼs %bility to provide fin%nci%l %ssist%nce is declining. But Businesses h%ve % lot of money. I %m not s%ying we do not w%nt to be % support to the church but the church might need to find other sources of funding. ELCA guy (Themb&) w&nted to build on D&neʼs point... When ELCA bishops visit M%d%g%sc%r, it bec%me cle%r to ELCA th%t ELCA needed to focus on things others c%nnot do such %s theologic%l educ%tion. ELCA does not w%nt to provide funding for things FLM c%n get from other pl%ces. It is %lso %bout c%p%city %nd good m%n%gement %nd ... [tr%nsl%tion, tr%nsl%tion ... ELCA guy uses m%ny m%ny words but %g%in s%ys little]

Bishop D&vid Replied About the %greement, me, the President of FLM h%ve worked with the Vice President with the technici%ns in the Luther%n church... they spent 10 d%ys working on the propos%l. The %greement between FLM, Norwegi%ns, ELCA, D%nes w%s finished l%st week. You h%ve until the end of April 2018 to s%y or comment %bout it. We m%y find some comments or suggestions to t%ke into %ccount. Then the KSML meeting will vote on it, %nd only %fter the KSML %pproves it, the members of the he%dqu%rters does not t%lk by itself but with the %uthority of the KSML. And we hope th%t e%ch one of you (ELCA, NMS, D%nes) hope we did it with no f%voritism but equ%lly tow%rd you. Since October 2016, we h%ve followed closely the w%ys of working projects %nd monitored their m%n%gement. We we get reports on time. Our m%n%gement is going well. This responsibility is sh%red with the vicepresident. We hope to h%ve even better results from their work. I promise you tr%nsp%rency. In reg%rds to reporting we %re following intern%tion%l st%nd%rds, not loc%l vill%ge st%nd%rds. [Other M%l%g%sy spoke including Vice President %nd gener%l secret%ry.] The Church will not do business like business men, bec%use this is not the mission of the church. The Churchʼs mission is to pre%ch the Gospel to %ll people. This is our mission, not business. We c%nnot h%ve good results if we do not know who we %re in the church. The re%lity of the church c%nnot be sep%r%ted from the re%lity of the

m. n. country. No reli%ble st%tistics to help guide decisions. Good decisions require good d%t%. (Much discussion %bout this.) We h%ve m%ny n%tur%l resources but l%ck %bility to exploit them. The church h%s strong f%ith but we still need help to %ccomplish the most. [Bre%k] Expenses for Roundt%ble will be divided %mong the p%rtners. Bishop D&vid M%d%g%sc%r is % rich country. M%ny of the n%tur%l resources %re exploited. The Christi%n Associ%tion of M%d%g%sc%r will rebuke the government for not better protecting the n%tur%l resources of M%d%g%sc%r. Norwegi&ns H%d sever%l topics but now %re limiting themselves to two or three. Dr%ft Agreement presented in the p%pers. Ask de%r p%rtners %nd FLM to remember this is %n oper%tion%l %greement — it w%s m%de between NMS %nd FLM on how to m%n%ge project fin%nces. This is not enough for % p%rtner %greement. NMS %nd FLM h%ve % p%rtner %greement. The tr%dition%l p%rtners but %lso for the new p%rtners knocking %t your door — this is our condition if you w%nt to h%ve p%rtnership. This could be % b%sis for %n %greement with new p%rtners (i.e. LCMS). Coordin%tor for Theologic%l educ%tion is not present. For this re%son, I need to mention some concerns. My concerns rel%tes to the

semin%ries %nd conditions for the students. For % number of ye%rs there w%s %n underst%nding between the P%rtners %nd FLM reg%rding the semin%ries. The P%rtners could still try to %ssist the institution %nd c%p%city, but FLM should t%ke responsibility for the welf%re of the students. As we he%rd there %re 9000 congreg%tions but only 1500 p%stors. You need more p%stors. My concern is how to meet this problem. How to support the students so they c%n study %nd become p%stors %nd theologi%ns. In s%me w%y, you mentioned % big meeting in Antsir%be in August 2018. FLM h%s 300 fem%le theologi%ns. This is % big resource for FLM. Do you h%ve % pl%n on how to use these 300 fem%le theologi%ns? The rest of the topics c%n be h%ndled bil%ter%lly. Bishop D&vid Responds to NMS ELCA guy (Themb%) w%nts to discuss more topics %nd follow up on NMS points... Ag%in uses m%ny words but s%ys little. This time w%nts to discuss %udits — intern%l %nd extern%l %udits who p%ys for it... how is inform%tion sh%red? And so forth... ELCA w%nts to know the portfolio of %id given to M%d%g%sc%r for the s%ke of tr%nsp%rency. Bishop D%vid %sked %ny more questions? Bishop D&vid Responds to NMS &nd ELCA D%vid s%id some of these things you will find your own %nswers. I h%ve nothing to s%y %bout the %greement. I h%ve much to s%y %bout theologic%l educ%tion. It is unfortun%te th%t the

coordin%tor for the theologic%l semin%ry did not %ttend the meeting. The coordin%tor of the Bible schools is here. I h%ve something to s%y. We members of the FLM he%dqu%rters h%d meeting on J%nu%ry 22. We decided th%t we should m%ke some ch%nges in the curriculum for theologic%l educ%tion. The propos%l for the curriculum will be sh%red in the future. The problem is %p%rt from the B%chelor degree, there %re m%ny other progr%ms we need to discuss. [discussion %bout specifics for v%rious diplom%s. Three ye%rs of study is % BA. Six ye%rs of study for % p%stor. Other diplom%s h%ve % different number of ye%rs et %l. Three different kinds of diplom% %ll h%ve the s%me n%me et %l. There %lso is % m%sters 1 %nd m%sters 2 degree.] Big difference in qu%lity of students. The students who only get 2 ye%rs of school do not do %s well in the p%rish. Now I return to the question of NMS. Th%nk you for your support. We do our best to help the students. Discussion %bout fitness of students for ministry, how some %re intellectu%l %nd not inclined to service, et %l. Also, discussion of school fees, et %l. So if you %sk us how to get good %nd efficient p%stors for our church, I expl%ined we %re working on this with % committee so th%t we h%ve % good result. Your other question w%s %bout FLMʼs fem%le theologi%ns %nd how will you use them in the church?

This question should be solved by FLM. We h%ve m%ny fem%le theologi%ns. Genev% m%de % condition if there is no 40% of fem%les doing theology %t the semin%ry, then the fin%nci%l help will be cut off. Not only Genev% thinks like th%t. We do think th%t it is good to h%ve fem%le theologi%ns. I remember well th%t this policy s%id they need m%ny fem%le students to study with the men students to cre%te % b%l%nce so the men c%n study theology properly. Is it bec%use of Genev% or church ide%? We w%nt to underst%nd the question of why we h%ve m%ny fem%le theologi%ns. When I w%s president of the synod, I tried to convince the synod th%t we should give some work to the fem%le theologi%ns since our church does not ord%in them %s p%stors. Our church h%s discussed this for m%ny ye%rs %nd our synods h%ve not been convinced to give work to fem%le theologi%ns, let %lone ord%in them %s p%stors. We will try to give work to one fem%le theologi%n %nd see how th%t goes. Wh%t I w%nt to s%y %bout this. It is difficult to get this result. We h%ve h%d discussion for m%ny ye%rs. FLM needs more time to sensitize people th%t fem%le theologi%ns c%n do work in the church. I underst%nd your question m%y le%d to the issue of the ordin%tion of fem%les. The tr%nsl%tor who spe%ks to you is % theologi%n but she is not % p%stor. We %re h%ppy h%ving fem%le theologi%ns working in the church. [D%vid now n%mes % number of women who %re theologi%ns %nd who works in the church. D%vid s%id even my wife is % theologi%n.] It is not the will of %n individu%l to decide this. I tell you th%t KSML the 135th — th%t the KSML is not convinced to do the ordin%tion of fem%les. We %sked

every Synod president reg%rding this question of fem%le ordin%tion. Only 6 synod presidents were in f%vor of fem%le ordin%tion. The m%jority s%id no. Ple%se note the number 6 yes the m%jority no. As for myself I s%y no to ordin%tion women. So here I c%nnot %nswer your question. Now the Assist&nt Vice Gener&l Secret&ry (& wom&n) spe&ks on the topic. She s&id women c&n study the word of God. FLM needs to spe&k &bout LWF. So LWF s&ys 44% need to be women to get money. Now the LWF s&ys &t their l&st World Conference th&t “hum&n beings &re not for s&le.” Yet the LWF in f&ct m&kes women for s&le — they give money only if you m&ke women p&stors. The LWF m&kes fem&le theologi&ns for s&le despite cl&iming hum&n beings not for s&le. Every fem&le theologi&n is for s&le. This is & problem with the LWF. For us in the E%st Synod, we discussed the topic of womenʼs ordin%tion. We %greed with the Assist%nt Vice Gener%l Secret%ry, women %re m%de for s%le. This is not % p%rtner problem if they give no money. The Bible School Coordin%tor spoke %bout the %greement with NMS %nd FLM re theologic%l educ%tion. The problem is the students in the semin%ry do not h%ve % schol%rship from the school. Students need to work %t night so they c%n support their f%milies. In the d%y they go to school (%nd sleep in cl%ss). FLM should p%y its own theology te%chers while NMS should provide funds for students. ELCA guy (Themb&) w&nts to cl&rify his point. Ag%in used m%ny words

with little me%ning. All I w%nt to know or s%y is this ... %sking th%t FLM help us the p%rtners to cl%rify the process the %udits of the church. [He went on with m%ny ex%mples %bout his confusion.] Bishop D%vid s%id — I think we will finish since there %re no more questions. ELCA guy (Themb%) spoke %g%in %bout ch%llenges of ELCA %nd tr%nsp%rency %nd sh%ring of inform%tion %nd ... %g%in m%ny words little content. Bishop D%vid s%id this is not re%lly % discussion for tod%y. But then Bishop D%vid r%ised %n issue where the LWF is giving money to some people or pl%ces inside the FLM doing wh%t they do without informing the centr%l office. Other projects th%t the church w%nts the LWF doesnʼt fund. And some people send reports to LWF but they do not send to me %s the President. This is % problem, %nd it is not e%sy to solve tod%y. And it is not e%sy just to sh%re inform%tion. We need to h%ve more time to discuss seriously how to re%lize %ll projects %nd progr%ms. ELCA guy (Themb%) s%id so c%n we sh%re our gr%nt inform%tion with other p%rtners? Bishop D%vid s%id sure. The FLM proposed cre%ting % sheet th%t lists e%ch p%rtner %nd wh%t is given by them — so everyone c%n see it. Bishop D%vid s%id not only should the p%rtners sh%re inform%tion with e%ch other but they should sh%re it with the FLM so the centr%l office knows.

How do funds come to M%d%g%sc%r? Does it come to FLM? ELCA guy r%ised issue %bout funds from the United St%tes th%t come to M%d%g%sc%r. ELCA is s%ying it is not leg%l for funds to come from groups in USA to FLM. Bishop D%vid s%id I underst%nd wh%t you %re s%ying but LWF h%s been doing this too byp%ssing the FLM office. [The FLMʼs tr%dition%l p%rtners %re curious %bout funding the LCMS might h%ve sent to FLM.] ELCA s%id you need to be tr%nsp%rent %nd tell us when p%stors or other groups give you money from the United St%tes. FLM person s%id... sometimes people give money directly to lets s%y the Semin%ry bec%use the LWF h%s % problem with only giving money for things they w%nt to give money for. FLM h%s h%d some b%d experiences with LWF %nd with historic p%rtners. So we %re le%rning form these b%d experiences. We %re t%lking %bout tr%nsp%rency. Bishop D%vid s%id we will close this meeting %nd m%ke % photo, then lunch. After th%t NMS %nd D%nMission will h%ve priv%te meetings. Then we will go to the Americ%n Cultur%l Center %nd meet the Amb%ss%dors. E%ch p%rtner w%s %ssessed $281.98 USD

The meeting is %djourned. Concluding Thoughts The FLM is interested in p%rtnership with the Missouri Synod. The FLM legitim%tely w%nts to know where the Missouri Synod might work with them. The people who work with the hospit%ls wonder if the LCMS will %ssist with m%l%ri% %nd HIV / AIDS progr%ms. Bishop D%vid seems interested in theologic%l educ%tion, p%rticul%rly in sending men to study %t Concordi% Theologic%l Semin%ry in Fort W%yne. The KSML, the highest decision m%king body %fter the gener%l %ssembly, will vote on the “p%rtner %greement” sent to them from the LCMS l%st November 2017. This %greement is simil%r to the %greements with Ethiopi% %nd T%nz%ni%. The FLM h%s requested membership in the Intern%tion%l Luther%n Council. The ILC likely will receive the FLM into membership in September 2018. Upon joining the ILC, the FLM will be th l%rgest ILC member (4-5 million people). Gre%t potenti%l with the FLM. The withdr%w%l of the Europe%n p%rtners cre%tes sp%ce for the Missouri Synod.

The FLM seeks %lt%r %nd pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. Wh%t %re next steps? C%n this be %ccomplished by convention 2019?

Photographs from “FLM Partner Meeting Round Table Meeting” (2018-03-03).
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Partnership of the International Lutheran Council (ILC), The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), Concordia Publishing House (CPH), Concordia Theological Seminary (CTS)

LUTHERAN CHURCH BODIES AROUND WORLD

§ 70-75 million people who identify as “Lutherans” worldwide. § Africa more than 20 million Lutherans. § Asia around 10 million (only 4 million if HKBP and Indian Union churches excluded). § Europe including “State” churches around 35 million; non-State churches 1 million. § Latin America around 1 million. § North America (ELCA, ELS, LCMS, NALC, WELS) around 6.25 million members. § Decline in Europe and North America § Growth in Africa and Asia.

AFRICAN LUTHERANS § Ethiopia 8 million § Tanzania 6.5 million § Madagascar 4 million § Nigeria 2.2 million § Namibia 1.2 million § Biggest Needs: § Leadership Training § Theological Education

§ The ILC consists of 38 member church bodies and growing. § Consists of Churches holding to Holy Scriptures and the Book of Concord. § Missouri Synod Founding Member.

CPH BOOKS AMONG BEST MISSIONARIES

CPH PRESENCE AT OLD LATIN SCHOOL

DEVELOPING FUTURE LEADERS § Theological Training § Holy Scriptures § Lutheran Identity § Practical Skills § Budgeting § Strategic Planning

PARTNERSHIP WITH CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY § Develop Curriculum § Manage Administration of the Classes § Provide Certificate and Certification

PARTNERSHIP WITH CPH

LEADERSHIP AND WORLDWIDE LUTHERANISM § Seminars Held in Wittenberg, Saint Louis, and Fort Wayne § World Class Instructors from around the World. § Material Published by CPH. § Administered by the International Lutheran Council.
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Report on Visit to NALC Convocation 16-17 August 2018

If one includes the initial national gathering of Lutheran CORE in 2009 which resulted in the formation of the North American Lutheran Church, this was the 10th Convocation of that body. Once again the actual Convocation (equal to the LCMS Convention) was the conclusion of a “Lutheran Week” that includes days of study, prayer, conversation, and meetings focused on a single topic. This year the focus was Luther’s explanation of the third article in the Catechism and the work of the Holy Spirit calling, gathering, enlightening, and sanctifying the whole Christian church. I did not attend the days of study, but was present for the Convocation alone.

The following points struck me as most worthy of mention:

1. I asked for a time of private conversation with Bishop John Bradosky, Dr. David Wendel, and Pastor Mark Chavez (Jim Nestingen was not present) with whom our LCMS delegation (Al Collver, Joel Lehenbauer, John Pless, and I) has been meeting for a number of years. I expressed the concern raised in our midst over the most recent NALC newsletter which describes a visit to Malawi by NALC women theologians to instruct women for ministry and service in the church. The article indicates that the visit and “mission” of these women had Bishop Bradosky’s blessing and support. I also noted that the most recent issue of Forum Letter included an article on seminary education by Amy Schifrin. 2. The reaction of the three pastors was one of surprise, confusion and embarrassment. None had even read the article in their newsletter or, for that matter, were aware that there was an article on the Malawi trip. Their publication pretty much operates independently and, since the NALC has no central office, they just don’t keep up with things like this unless they are asked to contribute something. None of the three indicated that they exercised oversight over publications whether in print or online. In particular, they were all involved in preparation for the convocation for the last couple of months. Bishop Bradosky was emphatic in saying he did not endorse the idea of encouraging women’s ordination in Malawi and that the NALC had no intention, under his leadership, of “pushing” the ordination of women. 3. The pastors then raised a matter with me, saying that an LCMS congregation which is vacant has contacted them about the possibility of joining the NALC. Because this is unofficial, they did not feel that they could share specifics—name or district—beyond saying that the congregation had been dissatisfied with the lists of candidates they received from their DP, and had been discouraged from going beyond his lists. They suggested that we should discuss this at our next meeting because they do not want to take any steps that will cause offense. 4. The mood of their convocation was decidedly positive and optimistic, as it has been consistently. The central theme of their gatherings has become one of missionary outreach and church-planting. A new part-time staff person working in church-planting was introduced. He is active in church-planting, but will receive funding to provide additional local staffing so that he can spend half of his time guiding new starts. 5. Bishop Charlie Masters (ACNA), whom several of us met at St. Catharines at a recent dialogue with the ACNA, was preacher for the divine service and a presenter. He is a fine

man, and quite biblical, but when a pastor from a church that is not in fellowship is invited to preach, that is a reminder of the different understandings that we have on the whole matter of unionism. 6. The entire Convocation consisted of a service, reports, presentations, Bible study, ecumenical greetings, and recognitions of service. There was no business other than elections of some officers. No overtures were considered or resolutions adopted. There was an underlying current of anticipation looking toward next year’s election of a new bishop.

Respectfully,

Larry M. Vogel
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International Lutheran Council Seminary Relations Committee September 21, 2018 Bleckmar, Germany

Prayer (Roland Ziegler)

Werner Klän (Europe), William Boateng (Africa), Albert Collver (ILC Executive Secretary), Roland Ziegler (North America), Darin Storkson (ILC Staff), Gerson L. Linden (South America) Secretary for this meeting - GLL 7th Conference 1. Location and date – Manilla and Bagio, Philippines. - October 15-18; travel: 14 and 19. President Reyes will be contacted during the ILC Conference next week about the date proposed.

2. Topic and Speakers The Committee decided for two distinct themes, one of them basically theological and other, dealing with Curriculum for Lutheran Theological Education:

Topic 1 - Confessional Lutheranism - Doctrinal identity in different cultural contexts - There will be five presentations, and two members of the committee will provide an introduction (by Dr. Werner Klän) and conclusion (Dr. Roland Ziegler). - For each presentation there will be a moderator that will introduce the speaker (or invite someone else to do that) and will coordinate a time for questions and answers. - The five specific topics and proposed speakers are: - Asia – Sam Thompson (India) – Christology in an Asian Context - Europe – Christoph Barnbrock - Lutheran Identity on a Post-Christian Context - Africa – Solomon Salam (Ghana) or Eben Boafu (Ghana) or Nicolas Salifu (Ghana) - Spiritual Warfare in a Lutheran Perspective - North America – Korey Maas - The role the Church in the face of declining influence of Christianity in North-American Culture - South America – Samuel Fuhrmann – Ecclesial Lutheran Identity in face of Sociology of Favelas

- each committee member will initially contact the speaker of his area and as soon a positive answer is achieved, the chairman of the committee will send the official invitation.

Topic 2 - A Lutheran curriculum for theological education – discussion of basic elements that could be acknowledged by all Churches; include Faculty and preparation of professors – see minutes of the 1st Conference in Canoas (lectures by Klän and Salzmann); discussion of possibility of exchange between Seminaries (students and professors)

- Albert Collver and Werner Klän will coordinate this part of the conference, inviting other speakers and reports from professors of different regions.

3. Small groups presentations - sectionals – leaders with guidelines - 1⁄2 day

4. Report from the World regions - will be printed in the book of the conference: Regional representatives will collect Seminary Data (Number of Students, Faculty and Qualifications, Staff, Cost per year per student, Language of Instruction, Entry Requirements, Degree, Accreditation), Curriculum adopted.

5. Worship/Devotions - Short devotions at the beginning and end of each day – conducted by people from different world areas

6. Participants – Invitees - One representative from each Seminary/School of Theology, nominated by the Faculty, with the concordance of the President/bishop. - In those situations where a Church member has no formal theological institution, a representative from the Church may be invited. However, considering the limited resources to finance the Conference, the Executive Committee of the ILC will be contacted about these invitations for Church members with no formal theological institutions. - Members of the Seminaries Relations Committee will attend the Conference besides one representative of their respective Seminaries.

7. Translation (Spanish) – Dr. Douglas Rutt, Provost of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will be asked to organize translations for Spanish.

Next steps of preparation for the Conference - Collver and Klän speak with President of Indonesia Church – confirm date and place - members of the committee - invite speakers of their own region and inform the committee - collect Seminary Data (Number of Students, Faculty and Qualifications, Staff, Cost per year per student, Language of Instruction, Entry Requirements, Degree, Accreditation) - agenda – Mr. Darin Storkson will organize the agenda after receiving information from the Committee members - chairman writes letter of invitation for Seminaries and ILC churches (person responsible for Theological education) – send to Mr. Storkson to forward to the Churches. - after names of participants are known by the committee, a letter of invitation for presentation of sectional papers (Call for sectional papers) – 20 minutes presentation and 10 minutes questions.
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Minutes 26 of the Meeting of the Executive Committee 
INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
 
September 24, 2018 
Lutheran Church, Antwerp, Belgium 

Participants 
 
Members of the Executive Committee 
Rev. Hans-Jorg Voigt 
Chairman 

HJV 
Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem Secretary 

GvH 
Rev. Antonio Reyes 
 
Asia 

AR 
Rev. Jon Ehlers 
 
Europe 

JE 
Rev. Eugenio Wentzel 
Latin America 

EW 
Rev. Timothy Teuscher 
North America 

TT 
Rev. Albert Collver 
 
Executive Secretary 
 
AC 
Rev. Robert Bugbee 
 
Staff 

RB 
 
Excused 
Rev. Christian Ekong 
Africa 

CE 
 
Guests 
Mrs. Heidi Abegg 
 
LCMS 

HA 
Mr. Darin Storkson 
 
LCMS 

DS 

MINUTES 
 
14:20 – Welcome 
Chairman HJV opened the meeting with prayer, and welcomed everyone, especially the 
guests, and asked AC to present the Agenda for the meeting. 
 
14:25 – Agenda 
Following points should at least be considered: 
- Conference Book for the World Conference 2018 
- Request of LCMS President Matthew Harrison 
- Membership Applications 
- Schedule and Dignitaries Greetings 
- Bylaws of the ILC, Inc. 
 
14:30 – Conference Book 
For this conference AC compiled a conference book with 160 pages. It includes, among many 
other topics, the conference schedule, regional reports, other reports, list of members and 
applicants, a history of previous ILC Conferences since the first conference in Uelzen 
(Germany) in 1952, the minutes of the 2015 conference, the Bylaws of the ILC Inc., etc. A 
valuable tool and most welcomed by the executive committee. It puts the ILC at another level 
and sets the standard for coming conferences. 

14:40 – Schedule and Dignitaries Greetings 
The conference schedule on page six of the conference book was discussed. On page 7 it 
should read Bishop Joseph (and not David) Omolo. As conference chaplain, dr. Timothy Quill 
will coordinate the services, devotions and Bible studies. He will be assisted by the conference 
Kantor, dr. Matthew Machemer. The President and Chief Executive Officer of Concordia 
Publishing House, dr. Bruce G. Kintz, expressed his desire to address the conference. He will 
be given the floor during one of the sessions. The Antwerp city mayor, Bart De Wever, the 
representative of the alderman for culture and religion, Jan Rombouts, the representative of the 
bishop of the Antwerp diocese of the Roman-Catholic church, Bruno Aerts, and the chairman 
of the Antwerp Council of Churches will greet the conference during or right after the opening 
service on Tuesday 25. To them will be given a copy of the Conference Book and, ahead of 
the official presentation on Tuesday evening, a copy of the book 450 Years of the Lutheran 
Church in Antwerpen. The report of the ILC chairman will be on Thursday. Mathew Block and 
dr. Werner Klän will be asked to draft the ILC Statement summarizing the conference and the 
papers presented. 
 
15:30-17:00 Break 
During the break the Elzenveld conference centre was visited and the 42 boxes with 252 
copies of dr. Samuel Nafzger’s 2 volume set dogmatics ‘Confessing the Gospel’ along with the 
150 copies of the conference book were transported from the local Lutheran church to the 
conference hall. Also the chapel at the centre was inspected and the necessary arrangements 
with the staff of the conference centre were made. 
 
17:00 – Bylaws of the ILC, Inc. 
AC, HA, and DS introduced the Bylaws on page 103 of the conference book, followed by a 
discussion and clarification. The Bylaws are ready to be adopted at the conference. A 
resolution was drafted for and to be adopted by the conference to ‘commend and accept the 
work of the EC to strength the reach of the ILC’. 
 
17:50 – Membership Applications 
Nineteen churches have applied for membership according the new Bylaws. They are listed on 
page 102 of the conference book. Previously each application was reviewed by the respective 
ILC regional representative, and by the executive secretary AC. Now they were discussed by 
the executive. DS introduced each applicant church and informed the status to which they 
would be accepted, if Full Member, Associate Member, or Observer. The churches (10) of 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Finland, Liberia, Norway, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Togo, Uganda, and 
Uruguay were eligible for Full Membership. The churches (7) of Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Madagascar, Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan (SSELC), and Taiwan were eligible for 
Observer status. Madagascar could also be accepted as full member, to be discussed at the 
conference. For two churches, South Sudan (ELCSSS), and Ukraine, the application was put 
on hold or declined. DS explained the situation of the actual ILC member church in Sri Lanka, 
the Lanka Lutheran Church. The church as such doesn’t exist anymore. At the conference it 
should be decided to remove it from the member list. DS was asked to prepare the due 
resolutions for the conference to accept the 17 churches, and to remove the one in Sri Lanka. 
 
19:15 – Request of LCMS President Matthew Harrison 
HJV presents the request he received by email from president Harrison the previous week, and 
which he has forwarded to the EC members. It reads: 
Dear Chairman, Bishop and beloved Brother in Christ! 

Grace and peace in Jesus. 
I am writing to request the executive committee of the ILC act according to Article III.2 of its bylaws. 
We request that I be appointed to the Executive Committee. 
At this crucial, and transitional moment in the history of the ILC, it is vital that the voice and presence of 
the LCMS continue strong in the ILC. We certainly understand the concern expressed in the past on 
occasion, that it is a good thing that the ILC not be viewed simply as the global extension of the LCMS. 
I agree. However, currently, there is no voting member of the ILC on the Executive Committee. This 
should be changed at this point to solidify the LCMS’s position in the organization henceforth. 
The LCMS, as you well know, provides the bulk of support for the organization. The LCMS also spends 
some 30 million Dollars US each year in his mission activities worldwide, and another nearly 2 million 
on church relations, which includes paying for the Executive Secretary. I request action at your earliest 
convenience. 
With kind regards, 
Matthew C. Harrison 
The request was based on Article III.2 and III.3 of the Bylaws. After discussion a motion was 
adopted to approve the request after the conference adopted the Bylaws. 
 
19:45 – LWF 
HJV commented on the relations with the LWF. Since our last meeting on July 19, nothing has 
changed. Not sure yet if the LWF will let itself be represented by one of the churches with dual 
membership, as was suggested by the EC to the LWF. 
 
19:50 - Close 

Gijsbertus van Hattem 
Secretary 
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6/4/26, 3:16 PM ILC 2018 World Conference opens in Antwerp, Belgium - International Lutheran Council Page 1 of 9

Our Lady’s Chapel at the Elzenveld, site of the opening worship service of the International Lutheran Council’s 26th (11th) World Conference. BELGIUM – The 26 (11 ) World Conference of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) opened the morning of September 25, 2018 in Antwerp, Belgium. The event also marks the 25 anniversary of the ILC in its current form. The th th th ILC 2018 World Conference opens in Antwerp, Belgium by Mathew Block | Sep 26, 2018 NEWS Media Contacts Newsletter Archives ILC Statements SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Email address: Your email address DONATE World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE  About Us 3 Members 3 Seminaries 3 World Conferences 3 Resources 3
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ILC Chairman Hans-Jörg Voigt preaches during the opening service of the International Lutheran Council’s 2018 World Conference in Antwerp, Belgium. conference runs until September 28. An opening service was held in Our Lady’s Chapel, a fifteenth century chapel of the medieval St. Elizabeth convent (now the Elzenveld Hotel and Conference Centre). ILC Chairman Hans-Jörg Voigt (Bishop of Germany’s Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church) served as preacher for the service, with Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (ILC Executive Secretary) serving as liturgist. Following the service, the ILC received greetings from several local political and ecclesiastical dignitaries, including Antwerp’s Mayor, Bart De Wever; Antwerp’s Vice-Mayor of Culture and Religion, Jan Rombouts; Vicar General Bruno Aerts on behalf of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Antwerp; and Chairman John van der Dussen of the Antwerp Council of Churches. SIGN UP RSS Feed
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Rev. Dr. Albert Collver speaks on ecumenism. Each was presented with a copy of the book 450 Years – Lutheran Church in Antwerp: 1566-1586 and Beyond, a new history by President Gijsbertus van Hattem of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium. It details in both Flemish and English the early history of Lutheranism in Belgium. Ecclesiology and Ecumenism The morning of the first day of the ILC’s 2018 World Conference focused on a discussion of the convention theme: “Ecclesiology and Ecumenism.” Dr. Collver introduced the topic, joined by Rev. Dr. Roland Ziegler (Professor of Systematic Theology and Confessional Studies at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana). In his remarks, Dr. Collver noted that the very first meeting
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Rev. Dr. Roland Ziegler continues the introduction of the convention theme. of the group that would become the ILC likewise focused on the topic of church fellowship. The 2018 convention’s focus on ecclesiology and ecumenism is therefore a return to a discussion that has been ongoing for decades. He went on to note that the first arrest of Lutherans took place 497 years ago this week in Antwerp. Two years later, the first Lutheran martyrs—Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes— were burned at the stake in Antwerp. And yet the opening of the ILC World Conference in 2018 saw greetings from the local Roman Catholic Archdiocese. So too the ILC has for several years been participating in an informal international dialogue group with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. “Times have changed,” Dr. Collver reflected, “yet our Confessions remain the same.” Dr.
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Ziegler continued the discussion, noting that a confessional Lutheran understanding of ecumenism begins first by remembering the unity of Christ’s body which already exists, and recognizing that spiritual reality to be the work of God and not man. From that foundation, he turned to a discussion of the seventh article of the Augsburg Confession, unpacking what it means for the unity of the visible church to be dependent on the Gospel being taught purely and the sacraments rightly administered. Dr. Ziegler outlined four different interpretations of this article, ultimately arguing that agreement on the Gospel and the sacraments includes agreement not only on the teachings of the Confessions but also in all teachings of Holy Scripture. Beginning from such a point, confessional Lutheran ecumenism seeks to determine what schisms in the church are justified (as a rejection of errant doctrine) and which are unjustified (where people prefer one human tradition over another), while ultimately seeking resolution to both forms of division through: the preaching of the Gospel in its fullness, seeking opportunities to speak with one another through the work of groups like the ILC, praying for the unity of the Church, and working to preserve unity in our own individual church bodies. At its heart, confessional Lutheran ecumenism is grounded in both truth and love, Dr. Ziegler said: “Love and truth belong together,” he explained. Both are necessary “in our striving for unity.” The theme will be further unpacked through three keynote lectures over the next days of the conference. Growing to meet the needs of confessional Lutherans worldwide
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Work in the afternoon was overshadowed in part by the report of a fire in the tower of a Lutheran church in Latvia. ILC Chairman Voigt led the World Council in prayer for the affected congregation and community. The afternoon featured the report of the ILC’s Executive Secretary, who traced the history of the ILC from earlier confessional Lutheran inter-church assemblies in the 19 century down to the present day, where the ILC is celebrating 25 years in its current form. “In 25 years, much has remained the same about the ILC,” noted Dr. Collver in his report, “particularly the ILC’s commitment to the inspired, inerrant Word of God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures and unreserved acceptance of the Lutheran Confessions found in the Book of Concord.” But one thing that has changed, he noted, is ever-growing interest in the work of the ILC by Lutheran churches around the world. “Back in 1993 when the ILC was formed, it represented approximately four million Lutherans worldwide,” Dr. Collver noted. By contrast, he said, the current gathering in Belgium “has church leaders in attendance representing around 20 million Lutherans worldwide.” That number includes current member churches, 19 churches currently seeking membership in the ILC, and church bodies represented at the conference which are not yet seeking membership in the ILC, but whose leaders have grown close to the ILC in recent years as a result of the organization’s defense of the authority of Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. The ILC is expanding its capacity to meet the growing interest and needs of confessional Lutherans around the world, Dr. Collver noted. Some of these initiatives—the th
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President Antonio Reyes of The Lutheran Church of the Philippines preaches during vespers. formalization of the ILC’s legal status, for example, and the Lutheran Leadership Development Program—will be discussed in greater detail over the coming days. Other business attended to in the afternoon of the first day of the conference included initial votes on the acceptance of new members to the ILC, World Region breakout sessions, and the report of the European World Region. The day’s business closed with Vespers, held in the historic St. Anne’s Chapel (also known as the Emperor’s Chapel), first built in 1512. The church is notable not only for its remarkable Counter-Reformation artwork, but also because it served as a Lutheran church from 1578 until the fall of Antwerp in 1585. President Antonio Reyes of The Lutheran Church of the Philippines preached the sermon, with Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill (Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana) serving as liturgist.
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ILC Chairman Voigt (left) greets the publication of a new history of Lutheranism in Antwerp, following an introduction by Dr. Guido Marnef (centre). The book was written by President Gijsbertus van Hattem of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium (right). Following dinner, attendees of the ILC convention were presented with copies of President van Hattem’s new history of Lutheranism in Antwerp, which was revealed earlier in the day when it was given as a gift to several dignitaries attending the ILC World Conference’s worship. Professor Guido Marnef of the University of Antwerp introduced the book, saying that “this fascinating but not well-known history deserves a broad circulation within the Lutheran community and far beyond.” ——————— The International Lutheran Council is a global association of
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confessional Lutheran church bodies which proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of an unconditional commitment to the Holy Scriptures as the inspired and infallible Word of God and to the Lutheran Confessions contained in the Book of Concord as the true and faithful exposition of the Word of God. Every three years, member churches of the ILC and friends gather for the ILC World Conference, where they conduct business, hold elections, and discuss challenges and opportunities facing the confessional Lutheran church around the world. By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church–Canada. World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE International Lutheran Council. All rights reserved.  Signup for ILC updates
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6 MAP OF CONFERENCE VENUES A. (Train station) — Koningin Astridplein 27, 2018 Antwerpen B. (Hotel) — Meistraat 39, 2000 Antwerpen C. (Evangelisch-Lutherse Kerk) — Tabakvest 59, 2000 Antwerpen D. (Conference Center / St. Elizabeth) — Lange Gasthuisstraat 45, 2000 Antwerpen E. (‘Saint Anne’s Chapel’ also known as ‘Emperor’s Chapel) — Keizerstraat 21, 2000 Antwerpen DEVOTIONISTS, SPEAKERS AND BIBLE STUDY LEADERS TUESDAY 25 Opening Service: Chairman and Executive Secretary Theme Introduction: Collver and Roland Ziegler Vespers: Asia – Antonio Reyes WEDNESDAY 26 Matins: Europe – Martin Jautzy Bible Study: Africa – Bishop David Omolo Lecture 1: Lawrence Rast (North America) Vespers: North America – Matthew Harrison THURSDAY 27 Matins: Latin America – Abdiel Orozco Bible Study: Asia – Wilando Roa Lecture 2: Werner Klän (Europe) Vespers: Europe – Risto Soramies FRIDAY 28 Matins: Africa – Christian Ekong Bible Study: Latin America – Milton Tejeda (Peru, he offered to present the theme from an Latin American or Peruvian focus, in Spanish) Lecture 3: Wilando Roa (Asia) Closing service: Gijsbertus van Hattem (liturgy), Timothy Teuscher (sermon) Special thanks for assistance in worship: Rev. Timothy J. Quill, PhD, Professor Emeritus at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. Matthew Machemer, Associate Kantor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne. CONFERENCE SCHEDULE International Lutheran Council – 26th (11th) Conference 25-28 September 2018, Antwerp, Belgium SEPTEMBER 2018 TUESDAY 25 WEDNESDAY 26 THURSDAY 27 FRIDAY 28 7:00 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 8:00 Registration Matins (Europe) at Evangelisch-Lutherse Kerk Matins Chapel (Latin America) Matins (Africa) at Evangelisch-Lutherse Kerk 8:30 Opening Service St. Elizabeth Church (Collver/Voigt) Opening Conference (Greetings) Bible Study 1 - (Africa) Bishop David Omolo Bible Study 2 - (Asia) Wilando Rao Bible Study 3 (Latin America) 9:00 Business (Discuss Incorporation) Business (Elections of Executive Committee) Business - (PCPCU) 10:00 Break Break Break Break 10:30 Theme Introductions (Collver/Ziegler) Lecture 1 (Rast) NA Lecture 2 (Klän) Europe Lecture 3 (Roa) Asia 11:30 Discussion Discussion in Working Groups Discussion in Working Groups Discussion in Working Groups 12:30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 14:00 EXCO Meeting Introduction of New Members Acceptance New Members Tour Report Discussing Groups And draft of ILC Statement 14:30 Business (Exec Secretary / Chairman) Presentation: Dogmatics (Nafzger) 15:15 Regional Meetings (Application New Members) Regional Meetings (Candidates Elections) 16:00 Break Break Break 16:30 Business (Exec Secretary / Chairman) Area Reports (4) (Africa, Asia, North America, South America) (20 min. each, 15 report, 5 discuss.) Free Meeting new Executive Committee 17:30 Area Reports (1) (Europe) Closing Service 18:00 Vespers (Asia) at St. Anne’s Chapel / Emperor’s Chapel Vespers (NA) at Our Lady’s Cathedral 19:00 Dinner Dinner Dinner Closing Banquet 20:00 Free Cultural Event Vespers (Europe) at Evangelisch-Lutherse Kerk Ernest van Dijckkaai ModeMuseum Museum PlantinMoretus Vlaaikensgang Brabomonument Paleis op de Meir (Koninklijk Paleis) Rubenshuis Safety First Stadsschouwburg Antwerpen Portuguese Synagogue Blitz Casino Antwerpen Movie Theater UGC Cinema’s Antwerpen Restanten Spaanse omwalling ZOO Antwerpen Koningin Astridplein 27 Amusement Park Comics Station Antwerp Botanical Garden Plantentuin (Den Botaniek) Lange Gasthuisstraat 45 Tabakvest 59 Meistraat 39 Catholic Church Onze-LieveVrouwekathedraal Antwerpen Hilton Antwerp Old Town Kortingful.eu Shopping Mall AntwerpenCentral St o ofs tr a a t Vla sar kt Kipdorp Sint-Jacobsmarkt Lange Ni eu wstraat Oudaan Hopland Jodenstraat Schuttershofstraat Kattenstraat Sudermanstraat Borzestraat Elkenstraat Lombardenvest Sleutelstraat Augustijnenstraat Sint-Andriesstraat Happaertstraat Schoytestraat Schoytestraat Nationalestraat Pompstraat Oever Sint -Antoniusstra at Kolvenierastraat Langegang enstraat Bred estraat
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14 15 ILC OFFICERS ILC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE How can you live more confidently in your faith if you are constantly challenged to understand it? Embrace the tension of the Bible’s dualities at CPH.ORG/FAITHTHATSEES © 2018 Concordia Publishing House 1.800.325.3040 JOHN W. EDSON, CPA, CMA, CVA, serves the ILC as its accountant. Edson is a Principal with Smith Schafer & Associates in Minneapolis, USA. A graduate of the University of Minnesota, Edson holds numerous profes sional distinctions and is the Vice Chairman of the Board for Inter national Mission of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. MATHEW BLOCK is commu nications manager for the Inter national Lutheran Council and editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine. He served as commu nications manager for Lutheran Church–Canada from 20112017, and is editor of the 2017 book Saints of the Reformation. ALBERT B. COLLVER, III, PhD (Systematic Theology) is the Executive Secretary for the Inter national Lutheran Council. A graduate of Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis, he also serves as the Director of Church Relations and Assistant to the President for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. HEIDI K. ABEGG, JD, serves the ILC as legal counsel. A gradu ate of Valparaiso University School of Law, Ms. Abegg is Se nior Counsel with the law firm of Webster, Chamberlain & Bean, LLP in Washington, D.C., where she focuses her practice on the representation of non-profit or ganizations. Ms. Abegg also serves on the Commission on Handbook of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. CHAIRMAN The Rev. Hans-Jörg Voigt Bishop: Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (Germany) SECRETARY The Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem President: Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES The Most Rev. Christian Ekong (Africa) Archbishop: Lutheran Church of Nigeria The Rev. Antonio del Rio Reyes (Asia) President: The Lutheran Church in the Philippines The Rev. Jon Ehlers (Europe) Chairman: Evangelical Lutheran Church of England The Rev. Eugenio Wentzel (Latin America) President: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay The Rev. Timothy Teuscher* (North America) President: Lutheran Church—Canada MEMBER-AT-LARGE The Rev. Dr. Robert Bugbee Lutheran Church—Canada EXECUTIVE SECRETARY The Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III Assistant to the President, Church Relations The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod * Also serves as the Vice Chairman 16 17 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT 25 September 2018 Rev. Albert B. Collver, III, PhD Greetings to you in the Name of Jesus! INTRODUCTION This year the International Lutheran Council cele brates its 25th, silver anniversary. According to the min utes, the International Lutheran “Council” came into ex istence on 9 September 1993, when 23 Lutheran church leaders from around the world unanimously adopted the “Constitution / Guiding Principles” in Antigua, Guate mala. At this present meeting in Belgium, where the first Lutheran martyrs died, the ILC has 38 members with a number of church bodies requesting membership. Back in 1993 when the ILC was formed, it represented ap proximately four million Lutherans worldwide. Today in Belgium, the ILC has church leaders in attendance rep resenting around 20 million Lutherans worldwide. In 25 years, much has remained the same about the ILC, par ticularly the ILC’s commitment to the inspired, inerrant Word of God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures and un reserved acceptance of the Lutheran Confessions found in the Book of Concord. Since its beginning, the ILC has desired to increase its capacity so that it could have a greater impact upon World Lutheranism. CONFERENCE HOST President, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium The Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem In 1934, a small evangelical protestant congrega tion was formed on the initiative of Lambert Hellings. Through contact with Scandinavian Lutheran pastors, he turned to the Lutheran Churches abroad, and his congre gation adopted the Lutheran Confessions in 1939. Diffi cult years followed the outbreak of World War II, and, for a while, the congregation held services in the Norwegian church. After the war, a house in the Geulinckxstraat was used as a church and parsonage until the death of Pastor Hellings in 1956. After two more difficult years, Pastor Hendrik Zijls tra arrived in 1958, and, at that time, services were held in the Swedish church at the Italiëlei. Their own church building was found in 1962 in the Tabakvest, and, after some renovation work and fitting of church windows, it was dedicated in May 1964. Since April 1986, Pastor Gijsbertus van Hattem has served. Pastor Gijsbertus van Hattem (born 1955 in the Netherlands) emigrated to Brazil in 1964 because his fa ther, a pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church, accepted a call from the Dutch emigrants in the state of Paraná. In 1978, he graduated as a Civil Engineer. In 1979, he went to Concordia Seminary in Porto Alegre and graduated in 1983, also working those five years as a part-time engi neer. In 1984–5, he was a pastor in the state of Santa Ca tarina. In 1985, he accepted the call to Belgium, starting work in Antwerp in April 1986. In 2002, the Lutheran Church was recognized by the government, and, in 2014, it celebrated the 50th Anni versary of the dedication of the church. In 2016, it cele brated 450 years of Lutheranism in Antwerp. The Lutheran Church in Belgium has churches in An twerp and Brussels and was a founding member of the Antwerp Council of Churches in 1972. It is a member of the International Lutheran Council and of the European Lutheran Conference and has contacts with the Luther an World Federation. On the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the Refor mation on 31 October 2017, the ‘Maarten Lutherplein’ (Martin Luther Square) was dedicated, just a stone’s throw from the place where the former Augustinian monastery stood. Since the 25th International Conference of the ILC held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 24–27 September 2015, the ILC Executive Committee, per the actions that conference mandated, has been working to increase the capacity of the ILC. The theme of the previous confer ence was “Bringing the Reformation to the World.” The delegates at the past conference recognized that there the events running up to the 500th anniversary of the Ref ormation presented opportunities to have a huge impact on world Lutheranism. Recent developments among the Lutheran churches in the West, such as the acceptance of same-sex marriage, the ordination of practicing ho mosexual clergy persons, and the continued departure from the teachings of the Holy Scriptures and from the Lutheran Confessions, has prompted great angst among the Lutheran churches of the Global South. Churches in the global South who are troubled by these unfortunate developments are exploring if the ILC can be a welcome home for them. Other church bodies in the West, who have been persecuted for not conforming to the views of Western society, likewise are seeking refuge in the ILC. In order to help the ILC meet these opportunities to increase the ILC’s capacity, the Executive Committee along with the Executive Secretary took some of the fol lowing actions: incorporation of the ILC as a non-profit corporation, creation of new bylaws in the spirit of the 1993, “Constitution / Guiding Principles,” (which were not written as a legal document), and the establishment of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP), establishing a physical office, and bringing on some staff to assist. These are some of the most significant developments for the ILC since its founding as a “Coun cil.” This report provides a review the history of the ILC for its 25th anniversary. A letter from Dr. Herman Sasse to Dr. Behnken, June 6, 1952.

18 19 versa.”2 At the 1868 AELK meeting, Adolf von Harleß stated the need for this sort of encouragement among churches as secular politics were infiltrating the church and he calls for a new thing to preserve the old: What we want to do, however, should be something that has the entire purpose of serving the adverse sit uation and the needs of our church. We could think of nothing more reprehensible and disdainful than to use the Church and churchly goals as an excuse to construct a mask and a cloak for outlandish machi nations and movements. Above all else, the Church must never be muddled with anything political. Whatever has to do with the state and the govern ments of this world, that does not involve us here. Whatever has to do with the Lord and His Church, that alone must remain dear to us and must be and re main the subject of our deliberations here. Thus, you should not only speak words, but also faithfully act according to them thereafter. If we want to have a new situation, then at least we have to “make something new.” Because primarily we want to retain something that is old, and simply say that it has also come alive currently. Yet we neither want nor have the ability to make it so. All kinds of making [in such fashion] are reprehensible, but noth ing can be more reprehensible and hurtful to congre gations than [to do so] on the floor of the Church. Yet the internal unity that binds all living members of the Church together is not something that is new; rather, it is something from of old. And when we experience something new, thus the seriousness and the adversity of the times move us not just to remain seated within territorial nooks and perhaps to weep alone, or perhaps to care and try to accomplish things all by oneself — no, rather widely to lend a hand in order to mutually strengthen each other and let our selves be strengthened, and in both common prayer 2 C.F.W. Walther, “The Trip Report of the Visit of Walther and Wyneken to Germany in 1851,” At Home in the House of My Fathers: Presiden tial Sermons, Essays, Letters, and Addresses from the Missouri Syn od’s Great Era of Unity and Growth, translated by Rachel Mumme, 19–106. (Wylie, Texas: Lutheran Legacy, 2009), 27. “In Dresden we were heartily welcomed by Herr Dr. [Adolf Gottlieb Christian von] Harless [1806–1879], this superior man (well-known High Court preacher and vice president of the Royal Consistory of Saxony). He received us as brothers and expressly stated that our American Lu theran Church with her teaching and practice (within our Synod) was a great joy to his heart. We found ourselves completely unified in ev ery point that was brought up. He shared our innermost feeling and explained to us — and he had already indicated as much to others in Germany — that the German Lutheran Church needs the assistance of the healthy blooming American Church, and vice versa.” BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL Although the ILC is celebrating its silver anniversary in 2018, the roots of the ILC go back much further and involved several name changes. The idea for an organiza tion similar to the ILC goes back even further as a way to draw church bodies and territorial churches into an organization that could help support one another to re main Lutheran in the face of unionism. At least in the territories that would become modern day Germany, after the Religious Peace of Augsburg 1555, the princi ple cuius regio, eius religio (“whoever’s realm it is, it is his religion”) was adopted as law. The result of this law was that the religion of the ruler was the religion of the terri tory. Eventually, this led to the created a large number of territorial churches in the German lands. Each territorial church body would have its own agenda and liturgy, and after the Peace of Westphalia (1648), either a Reformed or Lutheran Confession. In 1817, Frederick William III of Prussia merged the Lutheran and Reformed churches in his territory into one administrative unit. Eventually, a common agenda, church order, and liturgy were pro duced for the union of Reformed and Lutheran church es. Particularly onerous to those who practiced “exclusive Lutheranism,” that is, those who wanted to confess that the Scriptures were the Word of God and an unreserved acceptance of the Lutheran Confessions, was the alter ation of the Words of Institution in the liturgy to reflect a Reformed understanding (a symbolic or spiritual in terpretation of the Lord’s Supper). The Prussian Union was a line of demarcation between what would become “inclusive Lutheranism” and “exclusive Lutheranism.” In clusive Lutheranism sought bring churches together with differing confessions (such as Reformed and Lutheran) provided that the “gospel was preached” and the “sacra ments were administrated” according to an abstract inter pretation of Augsburg Confession, Article VII. This form of inclusive Lutheranism would become the dominate motif in what would become the Lutheran World Fed eration founded in 1947. In Germany those, who held to an “exclusive” form of Lutheranism called themselves Old Lutherans, and they resisted efforts of unionizing the Lutheran church. The Old Lutherans contributed to the formation of the Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELK) in Germany, and also contributed to the Franconian and Saxon migrations to the United States and the 1847 formation of the church later known as The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Both SELK and the LCMS presently are members of the ILC. In the inter vening years between the Prussian Union in 1817 and the formation of the Lutheran World Federation in 1947, the Old Lutherans, those who practice exclusive Lutheranism in both Europe and the Americas sought ways to encour age, strengthen, and promote confessional Lutheranism. One such group that formed in Germany was the All gemeine evangelisch-lutherische Konferenz (The General Evangelical Lutheran Conference, hereafter AELK or Konferenz), which held its first meeting in July 1868. Herman Sasse notes the importance of this conference. He writes, “To preserve Lutheranism, the General Evan gelical Lutheran Conference was organized on 1–2 July 1868, and since Scandinavian theologians also joined this Conference, it must be regarded as the beginning of the ecumenical movement in world Lutheranism.”1 In the context of union sweeping the German territo ries, the church was subjected to the growing nationalist movement. The ultimate goal was one German nation with one church. In many ways the union was as much of a political movement as it was a religious movement. The relationship of the church and state has been tenuous since the beginning of the Constantine era in A.D. 313 when Constantine I issued the Edict of Milan allowing Christians to worship without penalty. The A.D. 380 decree Cunctos populos of Theodosius I further created a Christian state church. The Prussian Union of 1817 and the subsequent unions in the German territories commin gled the political realm with the churchly realm. Many Lutherans opposed to the union did not view the influx of political power as favorable or helpful to the church. The Konferenz was formed in part to address these chal lenges to the church. Adolf von Harleß, with Theodor Kliefoth and others, was a founder of the Konferenz. Both of the essays that these men presented at this seminal conference can be found translated into English in the ILC World Confer ence book. Both von Harleß and Kliefoth knew the Mis souri Synod and were acquainted with C.F.W. Walther. In 1851 Walther called Dr. Harleß a “superior man” with whom he agreed on almost every point. He also indicated that “the German Lutheran Church needs the assistance of the healthy blooming American Church, and vice 1 Hermann Sasse, Here We Stand: Nature and Character of the Lu theran Faith, translated by Theodore G. Tappert (Minneapolis, Min nesota: Augsburg Publishing House, 1946), 13. and common work to serve not only ourselves by also Him, who knowingly wishes to lay into the hands of faithfully bound brothers the service of His king dom.3 Adolf von Harleß also captures the idea to create some thing new that would bring together Lutheran churches that desire to preserve the “old” confession of faith in a new environment. This first Lutheran ecumenical event desired to encourage, support, and bear witness – not unlike the goals of the International Lutheran Council. Some of the descendants of those who came out of the General Evangelical Lutheran Conference are with us in the ILC today. Theodor Kliefoth,4 a cofounder of the General Evan gelical Lutheran Conference and acquaintance of C.F.W. Walther,5 gave a presentation on the Augsburg Confes sion, Article VII. Dr. Sasse notes, “At the first session, Kliefoth delivered his famous address on the subject, ‘What does the seventh article of the Augsburg Confes sion require with reference to the polity of the Evangel ical Lutheran Church?’ In the course of this address he declared that it is contrary to the confessional standard 3 Die Allgemeine Lutherische Conferenz in Hannover. (Hanover: Carl Meyer, 1868), 26–27. Translation by Charles P. Schaum. “Was wir aber wollen, daß soll lediglich unserer Kirche, ihrer Noth und ihrem Bedürfniß dienen. Nichts dünkt uns verwerflicher und verächtlicher, als Kirche und kirchliche Zwecke vorschieben, um dies zur Maske und zum Deckmantel fremdartiger Hintergedanken und Bestrebun gen zu machen. Vor Allem muß Kirche und das, was Politik heißt, unverworren bleiben. Was des Staates und der Reiche dieser Welt ist, geht uns hier nichts an. Was des Herrn und seiner Kirche ist, das allein muß uns am Herzen liegen und hier Gegenstand unserer Be rathungen sein und bleiben. Also lassen Sie nicht blos sagen, son dern danach gewissenhaft thun. Wenn wir nun ein Neues wollen, so wollen wir am wenigsten „ein Neues machen.“ Denn vor allen wollen wir ein altes Gut halten, und nur sorgen, daß es neu lebendig werde. Das aber wollen und können nicht wir machen. Alle Macherei ist verwerflich; nirgend aber verwerflicher und gemeinschädlicher, als auf dem Boden der Kirche. Die innere Einheit aber, welche alle lebendigen Glieder der Kirche verbindet, ist kein neues, sondern ein altes Gut. Und wenn wir ein Neues erleben, so wirkt dies der Ernst und die Noth der Zeit, die uns drängt, nicht in territorialen Winkeln sitzen zu bleiben und vereinzelt sei es zu weinen, sei es zu sorgen und zu schaffen, sondern weithin die Hände auszustrecken, um uns gegenseitig zu stärken und stärken zu lassen und in gemeinsamem Gebet und in gemeinsamer Arbeit uns und Dem zu dienen, der sei nes Reiches Dienst in die Hände treuverbundener Brüder gelegt wissen will.” 4 See Conser, Walther H. Church and Confession: Conservative Theo logians in Germany, England, and America 1815-1866. (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1984), 82-96. 5 C.F.W. Walther, “The Trip Report of the Visit of Walther and Wyneken to Germany in 1851,” 100. “According to an invitation that we had received, we visited Dr. Kliefoth again the next day, when we mostly spoke with him about topics regarding church governance [Kirch enregiment] and church order [Kirchenordnung]. We also received a great deal of insight about many points in this area, where, as is generally known, Dr. Kliefoth has rendered some fine work.”

20 21 Lutheran Conference (CELC) and the ILC can claim to be successor bodies of sorts to the Synodical Conference. THE 20TH CENTURY ORIGINS OF THE ILC10 The origins of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) can be traced, like the Lutheran World Federation, to the end of World War II. After World War II, great efforts were made by the Lutheran churches to help Ger man refugees and people who had belonged to German Lutheran churches. The Missouri Synod was no excep tion to this trend. During this reconstruction period, the Lutheran World Federation contributed about $45 mil lion, while the Missouri Synod contributed about $20– 25 million in aid.11 Although the Missouri Synod sent an observer to the founding of the Lutheran World Federa tion in 1947, the Missouri Synod sent a large delegation to the 1952 World Assembly in Hanover. Immediately following the World Assembly in Hanover, the Missou ri Synod held a meeting in the ancient Hanseatic city of Uelzen, Germany, from 6–10 August 1952. The delegates consisted of the mission churches of the Missouri Synod and a number of free churches for a total of 160 attend ees. The pastors came from North America, Brazil, Ger many, Finland, Denmark, England and Australia. All of these church bodies were in altar and pulpit fellowship with one another.12 The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod was invited to attend the meeting in Uelzen but declined to avoid causing embarrassment to the Missouri 10 Albert B. Collver, “A Brief Status of Worldwide Lutheranism at the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation,” Logia XXVII, no. Clarence Peters, “The Minutes of the Meeting of the Delegates of the Missouri Synod in the Konferenz-Local of the R.R. Station Hanover” (Hanover: The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, 1952), 5. These minutes came from the LCMS, Office of the President Records, John W. Behnken Administration, 1935–1962, f. 284, held by Concordia Historical Institute. “Dr. L. Meyer estimated that our people contribut ed 20–25 million dollars. Dr. Petersen emphasized that the Missouri Synod was the first to help. All the churches in Germany know this as do the people throughout Germany. They will never forget this.” 12 Cl. E. Hoopmann, “Report on the L.W.F. Assembly Hanover: July 24-August 3 1952.” (Adelaide, Australia, 1952), 10. This report came from the LCMS, Office of the President Records, John W. Behnken Administration, 1935–1962, f. 284, held by Concordia Historical Insti tute. for Lutheran congregations and pastors to be subject to a Union church government.”6 In his essay, Kliefoth ar gues against a unionistic church government and says that nothing can conflict with the proper administra tion of Word and Sacrament. Church government must agree with the doctrine of the proper administering of the Word and the Sacraments. Note that Kliefoth does not simply say the word must be preached but and the Sacraments administered but that there is agreement in doctrine about that. The following quotation touches on these themes and mentions the Missouri Synod (showing some of the connectedness that existed already in 1868): Thus we would indeed have Article VII of the Augus tana against us were we to require — what we nev er once have done — that church government must have the same form at all times and in all places, as if, for example, we were not to recognize as being in the same church as we are the Missouri Synod, which has a presbyterial form of government, or the Swed ish church, which has an episcopal form — although they agree with us in the administration of Word and Sacrament. Against [the claims of our opponents] Article VII does not stand against us, but for us when we desire (which we do anyway) that the government of Lutheran churches, whatever form it may have, consent to what the Lutheran Church has said about the doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments. Our churches should not be dis membered under another church government that is involved with a different doctrine than what is set forth purely in the Augsburg Confession.7 Although Kliefoth was speaking about the context of territorial churches being subsumed under a union church government, the value that he articulates about doctrinal agreement set forth purely in the Augsburg 6 Sasse, Here I Stand, 13. 7 Die Allgemeine Lutherische Conferenz in Hannover. (Hanover: Carl Meyer, 1868), 35–36. Translation by Charles P. Schaum. “Und mit hin würden wir den Art. VII. der Augustana allerdings gegen uns haben, wenn wir, was wir aber niemals gethan haben, sodern woll ten, daß daß Regiment der Kirche immer und allenthalben gleiche Gestalt haben müsse, wenn wir z. B. die Missourisynode, weil sie ein presbyteriales Regiment hat, oder die schwedische Kirche, weil sie episcopale Formen hat, nicht für mit uns einige Kirche erkennen wollten, obgleich sie in Verwaltung des Worts und Sacraments mit uns übereinstimmen. Dagegen haben wir den Art. VII. nicht gegen, sondern für uns, wenn wir, was wir allerdings thun, begehren, daß daß Regiment lutherischer Kirchen, welcher Gestalt es auch sei, de doctrina evangelii et administratione sacramentorum mit der luthe rischen Kirche consetire, daß unsere Kirchen nicht unter eine Kir chenleitung dismembrirt werden, die einer anderen als der in der Augsburgischen Confession verfaßten reinen Lehre zugethan ist.” Confession is central to the ILC’s position that church es come together over agreement in doctrine. Kliefoth also mentions the Missouri Synod, one of the founding members of the ILC, in this passage. Next we turn to the Missouri Synod and developments in the United States. Just four years after the 1868 organization of the Kon ferenz in Hanover, the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America was formed on 10–16 July 1872.8 Originally, six synods in North America founded the Synodical Conference. The Synodical Conference intentionally integrated doctrinal integrity and mission work. It accepted the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as the written Word of God and the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, constituting the Book of Concord of 1580, as the correct exposi tion of the Word of God. The Synodical Conference sought to be an expression of unity among the synods accepting its position, provided mutual encourage ment in faith and confession, and promoted unity. Its ultimate purpose was to unite all Lutheran synods of America into one orthodox American Lutheran Church. At its peak, the Synodical Conference was the largest Lutheran body in North America. How ever, it remained a federation of independent syn ods united by a common faith and confession, never achieving its goal of organic unity. . . . The Synodical Conference officially dissolved in 1967 over doctrinal disagreements regarding church fellowship, after the Evangelical Lutheran Synod suspended fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 1955 and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod sus pended fellowship in After the dissolution of the Synodical Conference in 1967, the founding church bodies ELS and WELS, and the LCMS, each formed their own separate international conferences. The ELS and WELS formed the Confessional Evan gelical Lutheran Conference (CELC) in 1993, with 24 member church bodies as of 2016. The LCMS formed the International Lutheran Council in 1993, with 38 member church bodies as of 2016.9 As will be seen below, the members of the Synodical Conference were instrumental in forming the predeces sor bodies to the ILC. Both the Confessional Evangelical 8 Albert B. Collver, “Synodical Conference,” Encyclopedia of Martin Luther and the Reformation, edited by Mark A. Lamport (New York and London: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017), 743–44. 9 Ibid. Synod if they needed to disagree with the discussion.13 By this time, the strains within the Synodical Conference were apparent, mostly due to the Missouri Synod’s depar ture from longstanding positions on membership in the Boy Scouts, prayer fellowship, and discussions with the American Lutheran Church (ALC).14 The agenda for the first meeting of what would become the International Lutheran Council was titled, “The Pro gram of the meeting of the faithful Lutheran churches of the world.”15 Major papers included “Koinonia” by Dr. Bretscher of St. Louis, “The doctrine of the Church in its relationship to true ecumenism” by Dr. Schulz of Berlin, “Discussion on our relationship to the Lutheran World Federation: An Opinion of the churches represented by the churches of Uelzen” by Dr. Hoopmann and Dr. Mey er, “The common legacy of the Lutherans according to the three Solas” by Professor Franzmann of St. Louis. In addition to the papers, the churches held Divine Service and discussions on fellowship practice in various world areas by the attendees. The meeting concluded by making “the unanimous recommendation to the Churches not to join the L.W.F. as long as the L.W.F. in its Executive and member churches does not de facto make the Confes sions of the Lutheran Church the Norma Normata of the Church,”16 and that “we appoint a committee which shall investigate the question whether it is advisable and pos sible to enter into a relationship (i.e., co-operation) with the Lutheran Federation without giving up our Lutheran 13 Clarence Peters, “The Minutes of the Meeting of the Delegates of the Missouri Synod in the Konferenz-Local of the R.R. Station Ha nover,” 8. “Dr. Behnken stated that we are the hosts at Uelzen. Invi tations were sent to the Wisconsin, Slovak, Norwegian Synods, the Free Churches in Germany, Alsace, France, England. The Wisconsin Synod will not be present, because they said they might have to disagree with us and that would be embarrassing.” President Mark Schroeder of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (2007-pres ent) pointed out that even during this time of tension among the members of the Synodical Conference, the members still demon strated care for one another by not causing public embarrassment or humiliation. 14 See Braun, Mark E. A Tale of Two Synods: Events That Led to the Split between Wisconsin and Missouri. (Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Northwestern Publishing House, 2003). 15 “Programm der Tagung der treulutherischen Kirchen der Welt in Uelzen/Hann. Vom 6.-10. August 1952.” This agenda came from the LCMS, Office of the President Records, John W. Behnken Adminis tration, 1935–1962, f. 284, held by Concordia Historical Institute. 16 Cl. E. Hoopmann, “Report on the L.W.F. Assembly Hanover,” 12.

22 23 as a forum for sharing information, needs and problems, and for giving mutual support and sharing resources.”26 There was also consensus that “in order to fulfill its pur pose” the ILC needed staff assistance. Following the 14th ILC meeting in Hong Kong, the ILC Continuation Committee appointed a committee consisting of Ralph Bohlmann (LCMS), Edwin Leh man (LC-Samuel Nafzger (LCMS), and Jobst Schoene, Chairman (SELK) to prepare a concrete proposal by the International Lutheran Conference for consideration by the Conference at its next meeting. This report was dis cussed and adopted as amended in 1993, thereby bring ing into existence the ILC as a Council of confessional Lutheran church bodies.27 The 1991 International Lutheran Conference meet ing in Hong Kong decided that the ILC needed to change. The minutes report, “The ILC assume a more formal structure to allow for more continuity between meetings. The ILC desired to become an association of church bodies, not just a meeting of church body chair man, bishops or presidents. Missions and theology were to be the center of the new proposed document. It was felt that a position of General Secretariat was needed in order to strengthen the administration and continuation of the ILC’s work between conferences.”28 The minutes indicate that the ILC members while generally support ive of this direction, wrestled with what an association of church bodies would mean. The membership as a whole did not want the “association of church bodies” to be a communion or fellowship involving altar and pulpit fel lowship and the costs associated with a full time posi tion for administration.29 The group did have a general consensus that it was time to increase the activity of the ILC. The new guidelines and constitution were adopted after a number of changes including the elimination of the General Secretariat. This document, while not a legal document, has served as the basis for the ILC for nearly 25 years. The last meeting of the International Lutheran Conference was held in Antigua, Guatemala, on 4–11 September 1993, and the first meeting of the Internation 26 Ibid., 10. 27 Dr. Samuel Nafzger, former ILC Executive Secretary, provided valu able insight into aspects of the ILC during this period. 28 Alvin L. Barry, “Minutes of the 15th Consultation of the International Lutheran Conference” (Antigua, Guatemala, 1993) 4. 29 Ibid. “Significant concerns were raised in regard to the meaning of altar and pulpit fellowship as well as issues in regard to the adminis trative cost of the ILC and the establishment of a General Secretariat position.” principles.”17 Several concerns about the LWF emerged: 1) no doctrinal unity in the LWF, and 2) No confessional consistency for admission. Hoopmann made the follow ing observation about this first meeting of what would become the International Lutheran Council, “The dele gates at Hannover [sic] represented more than 40 million Lutherans. Those at Uelzen scarcely 3 million. We are in the minority. We stand alone; but as the men who after mature deliberation signed the Formula of Concord did so as men who desired to appear before the judgment seat of Christ with intrepid hearts, thus we are also mindful of our responsibility to God and all Christendom and of the fact that we have vowed ‘that we will neither private ly nor publicly speak or write anything contrary to our Confessions, but by the help of God’s grace we intend to abide thereby’ .”18 In his 1956 President’s Report, Behnken reported that these conferences in Europe, especially among the Free Churches have afforded “opportunities to exert a real in fluence for Scriptural Lutheranism. . . . Some great theo logians, not of our Synod, have stated that our Synod and those in fellowship, are the last hope of true Lutheranism. Many are praying most fervently for us.”19 Other confer ences were held in 1959 in Oakland, California, and in 1963 in Cambridge, England, where the name “Interna tional Lutheran Theological Conference” was adopted. When the International Lutheran Theological Confer ence met in Frankfurt in 1966, the theme focused on the nature of the church, its marks, and what constituted fellowship.20 The conference further discussed the nature of the LWF, and whether it could be joined without com promise to the truth. “The view strongly held by some that the LWF by virtue of its confessional paragraph and its churchly purpose was ‘church’ in the sense of the New Testament and that therefore membership in it involves 17 Martin H. Franzmann, “Missouri and the Lutheran World Federation,” Lutheran Witness, 4, 13–14. (Saint Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publish ing House, April 14, 1953): 14. “The committee appointed consisted of the presidents of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, of three German Free Churches, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Aus tralia, and of the Lutheran Free Church of France (the last to repre sent the other churches of Europe in fellowship with us), and this committee was authorized, in the event that the churches approve its recommendations, to carry on preparatory negotiations with the Executive Committee of the LWF.” This committee appoint in Uezel en became the first executive committee of the ILC. 18 Hoopmann, 12–13. 19 John William Behnken, “President’s Triennial Report,” Proceedings of the Forty-Third Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, 6–17. (Saint Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1956) 13. 20 Hans Kirsten, “International Lutheran Theological Conference,” Con cordia Theological Monthly 38, no. 9 (October 1967): 615–16. a confessional loyal church in denial of the truth of the Gospel.”21 The meeting concluded with no one recom mending membership in the LWF. In 1993, the “Interna tional Lutheran Theological Conference” was re-consti tuted as the International Lutheran Council. THE ILC FROM the subsequent years after the 1952 meeting in Uelezen, Germany, the group that became the Interna tional Lutheran Council changed its name a total of three times and held 15 conferences. After the 1952 meeting, the group became known as the International Lutheran Theological Conference.22 At the November 3–7, 1975, International Lutheran Theological Conference meet ing, the group changed its name to the International Lutheran Conference.23 In 1983, the Missouri Synod in its 55th convention was promoting the International Lu theran Conference and encouraging the president of the Missouri Synod to bring greetings to the ILC member church at its next conference.24 The 1989 meeting of the International Lutheran Con ference took place in Seoul, Korea. This conference was held in conjunction with a Theological Convocation made up of leaders and theologians from ILC church bodies. The results of this convocation were presented by the Association of Confessional Lutheran Seminaries (a newly formed organization of the seminaries of ILC church bodies in 1980) to the ILC at its next conference in 1991 in Hong Kong. This report included the propos al that “because of the importance of Theological Educa tion for all of our ILC churches and the problems we face in providing adequate training for our pastors and church workers,” the ILC “include ACLS concerns” in its ongo ing programs.25 There was general consensus at the Hong Kong conference that the ILC should be strengthened in order to make it more effective “in fulfilling its purpose 21 Ibid., 615. 22 The International Lutheran Theological Conference met: 1) 1952 Uel zen, Germany; 2) 1959 Oakland, USA; 3) 1963 Cambridge, England; 4) 1966 Frankfurt, Germany; 5) 1968 Cambridge, England; 6) 1970 Saint Louis, USA; 7) 1973 Madras, India; 8) 1975 Porto Alegre, Brazil. 23 The International Lutheran Conference met: 1) 1978 Papua New Guinea; 2) 1981 Saint Louis, USA; 3) 1984 Obot Idim, Nigeria; 4) 1987 Berlin, Germany; 5) 1989 Seoul, South Korea; 6) 1991 Hong Kong; 7) 1993 Antigua, Guatemala. 24 “To Recognize and Encourage the International Lutheran Confer ence.” In Him We Proclaim: Convention Proceedings 55th Regular Convention The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 137–38. (Saint Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 1983). 25 Arnold Rakow, Minutes of the “14th Consultation off the International Lutheran Conference held in Hong Kong, October Lutheran Council was held in Adelaide, Australia, on 23–30 September 1995.30 The newly constituted Executive Committee of the In ternational Lutheran Council, at its first meeting in Win nipeg, Canada in January 1994, took a number of sig nificant actions, including the following. It was decided that Dr. Nafzger, the Executive Director of the LCMS’ CTCR be asked to provide part time staff services for the Council, pending approval of the LCMS Board of Direc tors, and that he be “referred to as Executive Secretary of the ILC.” It was also decided that a four page publication presenting basic information three or four times a year be initiated, that it be produced in English, that its target audience be the membership of ILC churches, but also shared with a much broader audience around the world, and that Dr. Edwin Lehman, President of Lutheran Church-Canada and the first Chairman of the Council, be asked to serve as editor of this publication to be called ILC NEWS. The ILC, at its 1997 conference in St. Louis, received a proposal from the Association of Confessional Lutheran Seminaries, which had been organized in 1980, that the ACLS be reconstituted under the umbrella of the ILC. The ILC Executive Committee , in response to this re quest, appointed a Seminary Relations Committee to prepare a proposal as to how this might be done. This proposal of the Seminary Relations Committee was of ficially approved by the ILC at its next meeting held in Cambridge, England in August 1999.31 The next major change in the structure occurred at the ILC’s 2007 conference in Ghana. This conference had a number of resolutions that changed the structure of the ILC as well as provided guidelines for membership into the ILC. The ILC task force and executive committee issued their report which made a number of recommen dations for the future of the ILC. The first resolution recommended that the basic structure and goals of the ILC remain as it has been since 1993 (and even before), namely: The International Lutheran Council is an organi zation of its member church bodies which enables 30 The International Lutheran Council has met: 1) 1995 Adelaide, Aus tralia; 2) 1997 Saint Louis, USA; 3) 1999 Cambridge, England; 4) 2001 Warburg, South Africa; 5) 2003 Foz do Iquaçu, Brazil; 6) 2005 Ber lin, Germany; 7) 2007 Accra, Ghana; 8) 2009 Seoul, South Korea; 9) 2012 Niagara, Canada; 10) 2015 Buenos Aires, Argentina; 11) 2018 Antwerp, Belgium. 31 Karl Fry, Minutes of ILC meeting in Cambridge, England, August 1999, 8-9.

24 25 Over the past three years, the ILC’s executive committee decided that in order for the ILC to “go to the next level,” it needed to transition from an informal organization to a legally incorporated entity. The executive committee began working to convert the ILC’s “Guidelines and Constitution” into legal bylaws. An attorney was hired who assisted in the preparation of bylaws based upon the “Guidelines and Constitution” adding the necessary structure for a legal organization. On 29 August 2017, the ILC became the International Lutheran Council, Inc. The corporation was registered in the State of Delaware in the United States of America. The corporation, echoing the “Guidelines and Constitution” from 1993, exits for six purposes: “1. To further a united witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and strengthen its member churches in preaching the Gospel to the entire world; 2. To further united diaconic action through intentional acts and programs of mercy in response to human need and suffering; 3. To further theological study and the formation of qualified, orthodox, Lutheran pastors; 4. To further peace and unity by mediating member disputes; 5. To engage in other charitable activities determined by the Board of Directors; and 6. To engage in any and all lawful activities incidental to the forgoing purposes for which a corporation may be organized under the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware, except as restricted herein or in the bylaws of the corporation.” After the incorporation of the ILC, the executive committee applied for tax exempt status with the US Government. The ILC Bylaws state that a condition for full, regular, voting membership includes: subscription to the Canonical books of the Bible as “the inspired and infallible Word of God and are the source and norm of doctrine and practice.” It also requires that members accept “the historic confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as contained in the Book of Concord of 1580 are true statements that accord with the Word of God.” The ILC Bylaws also state, “The Holy Scriptures not only guide doctrine but the life and morals of the Church. The Holy Scriptures and the Decalogue are binding upon the life of the Christian.” Finally, due to the times we find ourselves in, the ILC Bylaws specify three categories of membership: 1. Full, regular, voting members (this is the same as in the ILC’s “Guidelines and Constitution from 1993); 2. Associate members (also the same as the ILC’s 1993 Constitution); 3. Others, which includes observers, recognized organizations (such as mission societies), and individuals. The incorporation of the ILC in 2017 with legal bylaws moves the ILC into an them, through their authorized representatives, to share information, study theological questions and concerns together, issue statements when asked to do so by its members (e.g., in addressing contemporary questions facing the church), discuss effective and coordinated means of carrying out the mission and ministry of the church, nurture and strengthen their relationships with each other, and work toward the closest possible joint expression of their faith and confession.32 The conference decided to keep the intention and ba sic goals of the ILC the same. However, it also voted to increase the capacity of the ILC in several areas. The ILC voted to develop a budget and financing model based on the membership of the church body and the Gross Domestic Product of member church bodies’ country. It voted on staffing the Executive Secretary position and the production of an ILC newsletter.33 The ILC created a three year cycle: first year – the ILC World Conference, second year – the ILC World Seminaries’ Conference, and third year – ILC Regional Conferences. The ILC ad opted a definition of “established church.” This definition required an established church to be a legal entity within its country, to have a constitution, to be governing and not be a mission of another church body.34 The delegates adopted a resolution designating St. Louis, MO, as the official archive for the ILC.35 The ILC passed a resolution encouraging member church bodies to be faithful to the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, while acknowl edging some members for historical or political reasons may be members of the Lutheran World Federation.36 The ILC effectively voted to allow dual membership in the ILC and the LWF. This especially was necessary as the ILC had pending membership requests from LWF member church bodies, and needed to make the change in order to admit them into membership. The ILC also officially stated that the discussions between the ILC and the LWF which began in 2003 should continue on a reg ular basis.37 It would be accurate to say that the 2007 ILC World Conference introduced more changes and capac 32 Reginald Quirk, “Minutes of the Meeting of the International Lutheran Council,” International Conference XXII (Accra, Ghana: International Lutheran Council, 2007), 3. 33 Ibid., 6–11. 34 Ibid., 13. 35 Ibid., 14. 36 Ibid., 15. 37 Ibid., 27. ity building initiatives to the ILC than had ever before been seen in its history.38 THE INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 2015–2018 The ILC’s 2015 conference in Buenos Aires, Argenti na, on 24–27 September 2015 was noteworthy for sev eral reasons. The conference had the theme of “Bringing the Reformation to the World.”39 For the first time, the ILC had representatives from the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) and from the Evangel ical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT). This brought the total number of people represented at an ILC con ference to around 20 million people (ILC members, plus Ethiopia and Tanzania). The ILC admitted three new members for a total of 38 member churches in 2015.40 The executive committee provided updates on the ILC dialogs with the Roman Catholic Church through the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCP CU) and with the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). For the first time recorded in the minutes, the ILC pre sented a strategic plan for expanding capacity to impact world Lutheranism, including a strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threat analysis. “Matthew Harrison expressed the hope to advance the ILC to a next level.”41 The ILC executive committee was tasked with develop ing proposals for staffing, financing, and the location of an ILC office.42 The ILC executive committee took seri ously the mandate given by the 25th ILC World Confer ence and began work to implement the desires of the ILC to have a greater impact on World Lutheranism. 38 In 2011, Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., was selected to be the ILC Ex ecutive Secretary by the Executive Committee after the ILC World Assembly held in Niagara, Canada. 39 Gijsbertus van Hattem, “Minutes of the 25th (10th) Conference of the INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL,” Bringing the Reformation to the World, Conference of the International Lutheran Council (Bue nos Aires: International Lutheran Council, 2015). 40 Ibid., 7. “The chairman welcomed the three churches in the fellow ship of the ILC. Vsevolod Lytkin, Bishop of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Marvin Donaire, President of the Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua and Torkild Masvie, Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Norway expressed their happiness and gratitude. With the acceptance of this three churches the ILC now has 38 member churches.” 41 Ibid., 4. 42 Ibid., 9. The ILC executive committee was tasked with developing “concrete Proposals to strength the Reach of the ILC containing also specific Recommendations on Staffing and Financing and Location to achieve this.” organization for the 21st century that can have a greater impact on world Lutheranism. Along with the incorporation of the ILC, the exec utive committee took action to open bank accounts in the name of the ILC. Prior to this, all ILC funding and expenses were dependent upon the gracious assistance of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The exec utive committee took the step of opening an office at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. The ILC also has begun a few projects such as sponsoring a mission ary pastor in Nigeria, assistance to the seminary of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria, Concordia Israel, and the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, which is being carried out with its first cohort in February 2019 in Wittenberg, Germany, with the partnership of Concor dia Publishing House and Concordia Theological Semi nary. Presently, the ILC executive committee is working on staffing for communications and fund raising. All of these activities will help the ILC achieve a greater impact on world Lutheranism in the 21st century. CONCLUSION The International Lutheran Council has a tradition going back 150 years with roots in the Allgemeine evan gelisch-lutherische Konferenz (The General Evangelical Lutheran Conference) of 1868. The ILC has members today from the descendants of the AELK 1868 confer ence as well as members from the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference of North America. The ILC began as an informal organization 66 years ago after the Lu theran World Federations world assembly in Hanover in 1952, as the International Lutheran Theological Confer ence. In the late 1970s, the ILC became the International Lutheran Conference. And today in 2018, we celebrate the 25th anniversary since the ILC became the Interna tional Theological Council and its one year anniversa ry as a legally, incorporated entity. The ILC has come a long way since its humble beginnings and is now poised to have a huge impact on world Lutheranism in the 21st century. For all of this, the ILC owes everything to the grace of God and is in need of his continued blessing. In 2018, the ILC is poised through its member churches to represent over 8 million Lutherans worldwide, with the potential to grow much more in the coming years. In its 150 year tradition, the ILC has represented unwavering subscription to the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. The ILC bears witness to the truth of God’s word in a world that greatly needs the Gospel of Jesus

26 27 Christ. Lutherans from around the world have become interested in the ILC because of its commitment to the Scriptures and to Lutheran identity. Now is one of the brightest moments and greatest potential for the ILC in her history. In closing, please hear again the words spoken at what would be the first meeting of the ILC in 1952: “We are in the minority. We stand alone; but as the men who after mature deliberation signed the Formula of Concord did so as men who desired to appear before the judgment seat of Christ with intrepid hearts, thus we are also mindful of our responsibility to God and all Christendom and of the fact that we have vowed ‘that we will neither privately nor publicly speak or write anything contrary to our Confes sions, but by the help of God’s grace we intend to abide thereby.’”43 Thank you. 43 Hoopmann, 12–13. Learning to read while learning about Jesus. Find out how early readers can grow in both ways at cph.org/hearmeread © 2018 Concordia Publishing House 1.800.325.3040 54 55 Schedule Two meetings per year in a three years period were agreed upon. The composition of the committee should be finalized by September 1, 2014. A first meeting ought to take place in March or April 2015. Places/Facilities to Meet For financial reasons, the meeting should be held either in Northern America or in Germany. Finances Participants agreed that each side would be responsible for covering their cost. Both sides showed their interest in limiting the costs; various ways of fundraising were discussed. FIRST MEETING of the International Lutheran Council – Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity Dialogue Group OCTOBER 7–8, 2015, OBERURSEL, GERMANY (From the minutes) Participants: Roman Catholic — PD. Dr. Burkhard Neumann (Johann-Adam-Möhler-In stitut, JAMI), Prof. Dr. Josef Freitag (Erfurt University), Prof. Grant Kaplan (University of St. Louis), P. Dr. Au gustinus Sander OSB (Maria Laach), Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Thönissen (JAMI, Paderborn); ILC — Werner Klän, Albert Collver, Roland Ziegler, Gerson Linden, John Stephenson, Hans-Jörg Voigt (Greetings, Devotions and Introductions) Werner Klän explained how the ILC and Roman Cath olics began speaking. The Roman Catholics approached the ILC because the Roman Catholics had expressed some disappointment over the United Evangelical Lu theran Church in Germany’s (VELKD) view on ordi nation (the document “Ordnungsgemäß berufen”). The ILC believes that it might be possible for the ILC and Rome to speak more in common or express elements of catholicity between Roman Catholics and Confessional Lutherans that have not be reached between Rome and the Lutheran World Federation. Prof. Grant Kaplan asked if the hope for a fruitful ec umenical dialogue based on the extent of the infallible Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions, and that, the ILC seems to be gaining an intensified fellowship among its member churches, while perhaps the LWF is declining in some measure? REPORT ON ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUE For the ILC Executive Committee Werner Klän PREPARATORY MEETING of the International Lutheran Council – Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity Dialogue Group JUNE 10, 2014, OBERURSEL, GERMANY Results of the conversation held with Cardinal Koch in Rome, November 18, 2013 The result of the conversation held with Cardinal Koch in Rome, November 18, 2013, were reported and dis cussed. Ecclesial Character of the Informal/Academic Internation al Dialogue in Planning It was stated that the concept of the “quia”-obligation towards the Lutheran Confessions of the 16th century, as adhered by the ILC member churches had to be dis tinguished thoroughly from the concept of “reconciled diversity as advocated by the Lutheran World Federa tion (LWF). For the ecclesial concept of the ILC mem ber churches is based, according to AC VII, on doctrinal consensus, and in this regard has a closer proximity to the ecclesiology of the Roman-Catholic Church (RCC). All ILC member churches are in church fellowship with the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod; nevertheless, church fellowship has not (yet) been formally recognized and declared among all of the ILC member churches. Both sides agreed that an informal/academic interna tional dialogue was obviously sensitive in terms of church politics. In the discussions serving a periodical exchange between ILC and LWF, maximum transparency was cre ated in this regard. Those churches holding a dual mem bership provide a bridging function. Theological Parameters of the Informal/Academic Interna tional Dialogue in Planning Participants agreed that the most relevant theological parameters were addressed in the result of the Novem ber 18, 2013 discussion: “The future consultations could begin with a discussion on the liturgy, especially in con nection with Baptism and Confession, as well as with the Eucharist or Sacrament of the Altar, the Office of the Ordained Ministry, and the Church. Justification should also be handled from this perspective (i.e., in connection with the liturgy). Other points of interest are ethical and doctrinal issues including the relationship between Holy Scripture and tradition and the importance of the Lu theran confessional writings. Issues like the apostolicity of the church, ordination and Episcopal succession in connection with the question of the validity of the sac raments represent remaining differences. A major task for the future conversations will be the reception of the results of the previous Lutheran – Roman Catholic Di alogue documents issued since the start of the dialogue in 1967. The intention was that the theological connection of AC IV, V, and IX was observed. The committee might feel free, however, to follow dynamics that may develop in the course of the conversations. Participants on Both Sides With JAMI being responsible for funding the dialogue on the side of RCC, a maximum of four (4) participants in the core group on each side seemed to be advisable. Experts may be called upon depending on the issue under discussion. A balanced representation of all the world regions seemed to be less important to the JAMI representatives, compared to scholarly suitability. JAMI intends to appoint one representative from Northern America and three from Europe (representa tives from Europe will be: Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Thönissen, Assistant Professor Dr. Burkhard Neumann, Father Dr. Augustinus Sander OSB). ILC may appoint a Latin American representative. Aims and Goals Recognize and rediscover catholicity on both parts be hind our confessional standing? Chief topic going forward might be re-discovery of catholicity. We discover that both the Book of Concord and the Council of Trent do not cover the complete teaching of the church(es), As if they are sufficient for all sources of teaching. First step is to acknowledge that even our main sources are not a complete expression of cath olicity. Even the Scripture, as the written Word of God, needs to be proclaimed in e.g. oral forms, and expressed in doctrinal statements over against (contemporary) challenges. We need to go forward with the text. Discussion began on national level of “presence salva tion in this world through the church.” Worship must be included to not make discussion only academic. The means by which the church lives. Conclusion and Topics Eucharist — Liturgy — Ministry — Baptism — Confession — Justification SECOND MEETING of the International Lutheran Council – Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity Dialogue Group MAY 6–7, 2016, ERFURT, GERMANY On May 6 and 7 the Dialogue Group of the Interna tional Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity met for the second time. The venue was the Augustinian Monastery at Erfurt, Germa ny. Delegates on the Roman-Catholic side were Dr. Josef Freitag, Erfurt, Dr. Grant Kaplan, Mainz/St. Louis, Dr. Burkhard Neumann, Paderborn, und Pater Dr. Augusti nus Sander, Maria Laach, Germany,on the Lutheran side Rev. Dr. Albert Collver III, St. Louis, MO, USA, Dr. Werner Klän, Oberursel, Germany, Dr. John Stephenson, St. Catharines, Canada, Dr. Roland Ziegler, Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Unable to attend the meeting were Rev. Gerson Linden, São Leopoldo, Brazil (Lutheran), and Dr. Wolf gang Thoenissen, Paderborn (Roman Catholic). As agreed upon at the first meeting, held in Oberursel Germany in October 2015, the chief topic was the Sacri fice of the Mass. Presentations were given on Articles 24 of the Augsburg confession and its Apology by Dr. Neu mann from a Roman-Catholic perspective, and by Rev.

56 57 colleagues with regard to getting prepared in the most effective way for the plenary meeting in Bleckmar. In that meeting, the final report ought to be prepared. CONCLUDING MEETING 2019 A concluding meeting will have to be scheduled for 2019. The final report should comprise a recommenda tion to the respective authorities, i.e. the Pontifical Coun cil for Promoting Christian Unity and the ILC Executive Committee, regarding the future proceedings. From the perspective of the participants in the dialogue, it is desir able to lift this informal dialogue to the level of an official dialogue between ILC and PCPCU. Prof. Dr. Werner Klän Lutheran Co-Chairman in the Informal ILC-PCPCU Dialogue Lübeck, Germany June 28, 2018 Dr. Collver from a Lutheran perspective. It was noted that the terminology on sacrifice was used in a complex manner already in the 16th century, and ambiguously at times as well. Additionally, changes in the understanding of what “sacrifice” means, occurred, especially in the Ro man-Catholic camp, before the Second Vatican Council and beyond. The Dialogue Group also discussed issues like “opus operatum”, commemoration and representa tion of Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, faith and the re ceiving of the sacramental gift, the Eucharistic Prayer and the connection between the celebration of the Lord’s Supper with the whole of the liturgy. Ahead of the October 2016 meeting, working groups were established to address the following topics: (a) how the theme of “sacrifice” has featured in Lutheran and Ro man Catholic liturgies past and present (with Roman Catholic scholars examining the Lutheran evidence and Lutheran scholars appraising the Roman Catholic data); (b) the results of Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue on the Eucharist over the last half century; and (c) develop ments and changes in the interpretation of the sacrificial dimension of the Lord’s Supper that affect how each side understands its own confession and that of its dialogue partner. THIRD MEETING of the Informal Dialogue Group between the International Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity OCTOBER 14–15, 2016, PADERBORN, GERMANY On October 14 and 15, the Informal Dialogue Group Between the International Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity met. This time the gathering took place at the Johann-Ad am-Möhler-Institute for Ecumenism at Paderborn/Ger many. Delegates on the ILC side were Rev. Dr. Albert Collver III, St. Louis, Prof. Dr. Werner Klän, Oberursel, Prof. Dr. Roland Ziegler, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, Prof. Dr. Gerson Linden, São Leopoldo, Brasilien, and in lieu of Prof. Dr. John Stephenson, Prof. Dr. Thomas Winger, St. Catherines, Canada, and on the Roman Catholic side, Prof. Dr. Josef Freitag, Lantershofen, Prof. Dr. Grant Ka plan, St. Louis, PD Dr. Burkhard Neumann, Paderborn, Pater Dr. Augustinus Sander, Maria Laach, and Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Thönissen, Paderborn. The conversations centered on the Lutheran perception of Roman Catholic liturgies. Thereby, the Roman Cath olic understanding of the presence of Christ’s sacrifice and the sacrifice of the Church were focused on. On the one side, the different forms of thought became appar ent, but not only between Lutheran and Roman Catholic approaches to the topic, rather as they find expression in the Roman Eucharistic Prayers. The debate centered in particular on the problem whether and to what extent the Church might play a discrete, or “active”, role in the performance of the liturgy. FOURTH/FIFTH MEETING of the Informal Dialogue Group between the International Lutheran Council and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity SEPTEMBER 17–21, 2018, BLECKMAR, GERMANY The next meeting was originally scheduled for June 2016 in St. Louis, MO, USA. In preparing for this meet ing, cross-confessional tandems were formed. They are meant to engage with the following topics: The under standing of co-operation of the Church (“synergeia”) and sacrifice; the relationship of time and presence, or the issue of the realization of salvation in the liturgy; the un derstanding of sacrifice on the background of Augustana and Apology articles 24 including the results laid down in the document “The Eucharist” (1978), as well as the relationship between the office of the ministry and or dination. Moreover, it is envisioned to identify and de scribe realms of major agreement between the Roman Catholic Church and the churches in the International Lutheran Council. Those texts might serve to steering the further debates, and to secure the results of this Informal Dialogue. This meeting was cancelled and postponed to Septem ber 17–21, 2018 at the facilities of Lutherische Kirchen mission in Bleckmar/Germany. The working groups are established as follows: Thoenis sen and Stephenson are working on the topic of Justifica tion; Neumann and Ziegler on Synérgeia and Sacrifice; Freitag and Linden on Ministry and Ordination; Pater Augustinus and Klän on Eucharist and ApolCA XXIV; as Kaplan will no longer participate, Ziegler and Collver will work on Time/Presence of Salvation. The results of the working groups are meant to be sent around to all

64 65 • Liturgical/Pastoral/Missiological Leadership The Office of the Holy Ministry, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper Liturgy and Hymnology Lutheran Missiology • Apologetic Leadership World Lutheranism & Ecumenical Movement Lutheran Hermeneutics Responding to Contemporary Issues • Organizational Leadership Ecclesial & Organizational Leadership Budgeting & Financial Accountability Strategic Planning & Task Management • Culminating Activity A Graduation Thesis V. PROGRAM’S TIMETABLE The program meets three times a year with two classes running each time for two years. The location will basi cally be at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, but also at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis and the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, Germany. The dates for the first cohort will be February 18–March 1, 2019, in Wittenberg, July 8–19, 2019, in Fort Wayne, Novem ber 18–29, 2019, in Fort Wayne, March 2–13, 2020, in St. Louis, July 6–17, 2020, in Fort Wayne, and November 19–30, 2020, in Fort Wayne. VI. ADMISSION The ILC envisions to form a cohort of 12 select men each year. Students are selected by the program’s coun cil on the basis of the recommendation of the bishop/ president of Lutheran church bodies around the world as well as according to the qualification of the applicants. Each applicant must hold an equivalent to the bachelor of theology (B.Th) degree from accredited institution of higher learning with a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. The proficiency in the New Testament Greek is preferable. VII. COST The initial cost will be covered by the grant from CPH and the fund raised by the ILC. However, it is expected that the home church bodies of the participants will be included as contributors of the program. THE LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (LLDP) August 2018 Naomichi Masaki, Director I. INTRODUCTION The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP) is a certificate program of the International Lu theran Council (ILC) in cooperation with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), Concordia Publish ing House (CPH), and Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne (CTSFW). The protocol of this program was first signed by President Matthew Harrison (LCMS), Dr. Bruce Kintz (CPH), President Lawrence Rast (CTS FW), and Dr. Albert Collver (ILC) in January 2017. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (professor and director of PhD in Theological Studies and STM programs) was appointed as the program director in February of the same year. II. THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE The LLDP seeks to provide Lutheran church bod ies around the world an opportunity to develop leaders who are competent in both solid confessional Luther an theology as well as practical skills in leadership and resource management, such as organizational dynamics, task management, budgeting, strategic planning, and ac countability. The program is suitable for those who desire to grow in theological, pastoral, liturgical, missiologi cal, apologetic, and practical leadership in the context of an increasingly hostile environment for the churches of the Lutheran Confessions. III. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES The aim of the program may be understood more clear ly by way of reading the student learning outcomes of the program. Having successfully completed the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, the participant will be able to: 1. Have confidence in the body of doctrine articulated in the entire Book of Concord; 2. Shepherd the church in both doctrine and life by a conscious use of the Book of Concord; 3. Grow in the solid confession of the Office of the Holy Ministry, baptism, and the Lord’s Supper; 4. Exercise liturgical oversight and guidance as well as missional leadership in the life of the church; 5. Defend the sound doctrine against contemporary issues facing the church; 6. Comprehend the history of the evangelical Lutheran church to properly locate today’s church within a historic and global context; 7. Exercise organizational leadership and task manage ment in the church; 8. Conduct strategic planning and budgeting with ac countability on church’s resources; 9. Become a church leader who teaches the faithful, reaches the lost, and cares for all. IV. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS The participant admitted into the LLPD shall success fully complete 12 courses to earn 36 quarter hours. The student must maintain 3.0 cumulative GPS on a 4.00 scale. Individual courses will be regarded as successfully completed only when a grade of B- or better is received. They shall also write a graduation thesis. Course mate rial will be developed and produced in cooperation be tween CTSFW and CPH. All course materials will be purchased by the students from CPH. The program will include courses on: • Confessional Leadership History of the Lutheran Church Theology of the Lutheran Confessions VIII. COLLABORATION While the LLDP is a program of the ILC, the pro gram is administered by the CTSFW through its direc tor, while CPH functions as the publishing house of the world Lutheranism.
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Lutheran Council (ILC) welcomed seventeen new church bodies into membership, representing approximately 4.15 million Lutherans across the globe. Their addition more than doubles the number of Lutherans worldwide associated with the ILC, bringing the total to approximately 7.15 million members. Votes to accept the new churches took place September 2526, 2018, during the ILC’s 2018 World Conference meeting in Antwerp, Belgium. In total, the ILC received ten new member churches from Africa, three from Europe, and four from Asia (including Sri Lanka’s Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church, which succeeds the now defunct Lanka Lutheran Church). That brings the total number of church bodies holding membership in the International Lutheran Council to 54. Two additional church bodies applying for membership were declined at this time. Of the new church bodies aligning with the ILC, eleven were received as full members and six as observer members. A synopsis of each new member church, including information on its history, membership numbers, leadership, and ILC membership class, appear below in alphabetical order by country. ——————— Benin: Lutheran Church in Africa—Benin Synod The Lutheran Church in Africa—Benin Synod (Eglise Luthérienne en Afrique—Synode du Bénin – ELA-SBe) has 400 members in five congregations throughout Benin. The SIGN UP RSS Feed
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church itself was established in 2012 and officially registered in 2014, but its history goes back to 1996, when The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod began supporting missionary work begun by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana. The ELA-SBe was born out earlier attempts to establish a confessional Lutheran church body in Benin. The church is led by President Abona Legue Koumbi. The ELASBe was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Burkina Faso: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso (Eglise Evangelique Lutherienne du Burkina Faso – EELBF) has approximately 1,400 members in eight parishes and four preaching points throughout Burkina Faso. The church was officially established and recognized in 1996. It was born through the pioneering mission work of the evangelist Rufus K. Kormah, who passed away in early 2011. The EELBF is led by President Tanpo Tchiriteme. The EELBF was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Finland: Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland The Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (Suomen evankelisluterilainen Lähetyshiippakunta – ELMDF) has approximately 2,000 members in 33 congregations throughout Finland. The Mission Diocese was founded in 1999 as method to support confessional groups within the larger Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, and transitioned into an independent church body in 2013. The ELMDF is led by Bishop Risto Soramies. The ELMDF was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Indonesia: Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church The Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church (Gereja Kristen
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Luther Indonesia – GKLI) has almost 21,000 members in 102 congregations throughout Indonesia. The church was founded in 1965 and emerged out of a reform movement that began within the Protestant Christian Batak Church. The GLKI is led by Bishop Esra Sinaga. The GKLI was accepted as an observer member of the ILC. Liberia: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia (ELCL) has more than 7,300 members in 91 congregations throughout Liberia. The church officially began as a mission project of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 1978, but also traces its history to earlier work by Lutheran Bible Translators beginning in 1969. As a result of civil wars in Liberia, the Lutheran presence was scattered, resulting in four separate church bodies. These groups merged in 2009 to become the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia. The ELCL is led by President Amos Bolay. The ELCL was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Madagascar: Malagasy Lutheran Church The Malagasy Lutheran Church (Fiangonana Loterana Malagasy – FLM) is one of the largest Lutheran church bodies in the world, with approximately 4 million members in 8,500 congregations. The church’s history dates back to the work of Norwegian missionaries in 1867, and was officially established as the FLM in 1950. The church is a member of the Lutheran World Federation. The FLM is led by Presiding Bishop David Rakotonirina. The FLM was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Myanmar (Burma): Myanmar Lutheran Church The Myanmar Lutheran Church (Myanmar Lutheran
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Kamkawm – MLC) has more than 3,400 members in 14 congregations throughout Myanmar. The church was founded in 1998, and has been a member of the Lutheran World Federation since 2010. The MLC is led by Bishop Mang Lone Andrew. The MLC was accepted as an observer member of the ILC. Norway: Evangelical-Lutheran Diocese in Norway The Evangelical-Lutheran Diocese in Norway (Det evangelisklutherske stift i Norge – ELDiN/DELSiN) has 150 regular communicants in five congregations throughout Norway. The church began as a confessional movement in the Lutheran Church of Norway, eventually leading to the creation of the “Church of Norway in Exile” under the counter-bishop Børre Knudsen. In 2013, the movement formerly organized as the Evangelical-Lutheran Diocese in Norway. The ELDiN is led by Bishop Thor Henrik With. The ELDiN was accepted as a full member of the ILC. Rwanda: Lutheran Mission in Africa—Synod of Thousand Hills The Lutheran Mission in Africa—Synod of Thousand Hills (Misioni y’Abaluteri muri Afrika—Sinodi y’imisozi igihumbi – LMA-STH) has more than 2,000 members in 22 congregations throughout Rwanda. The church came out of the Lutheran Church of Rwanda over doctrinal concerns in late 2014 and established a new church body at the end of that year. The LMA-STH is led by Bishop Selestine Munyentwari Seburikoko. The LMA-STH was accepted as an observer member of the ILC. South Africa: St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Synod of South Africa
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The St. Peter Confessional Lutheran Synod of South Africa (CLCSA) has 22,000 members in congregations and 15 preaching stations throughout South Africa. The church grew out of mission efforts centered in the town of Middelburg. The CLCSA is led by Bishop John Mandla Khumalo. The CLCSA was accepted as an observer member of the ILC. South Sudan: South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church The South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church (Kanitha de Yibenyjelikol Ludheran de Junub Thudan – SSELC) has approximately 5,000 members in 15 congregations. The church was formed in 2011, when 21 former ministers of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan left the church over doctrinal issues. The church is led by Bishop Nathaniel Boi Nyok Apar. The SSELC was accepted as an observer member of the ILC. Sri Lanka: Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church The Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) has 500 members in 15 congregations throughout Sri Lanka. The church was officially founded in 2017, and succeeds the Lanka Lutheran Church, which was founded in 1978 but went defunct in the mid-2000s. The CELC is led by Chairman Roger B. James. The CELC has been accepted as a full member of the ILC. At the same time, the ILC has voted to remove the former Lanka Lutheran Church, which no longer exists, from its membership. Sweden: Mission Province in Sweden The Mission Province in Sweden (Missionsprovinsen i Sverige) has sixteen congregations throughout Sweden, and serves several other independent congregations in that country as well. The Mission Province was founded in 2003 as a reform
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group within the Church of Sweden by those attempting to maintain the biblical understanding of the ministry, after several decades of increasing pressure on ministers who sought to remain faithful to Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions. The Mission Province is led by Bishop Roland Gustafsson. The Mission Province has been accepted as a full member of the ILC. Taiwan: The Lutheran Church of the Republic of China The Lutheran Church of the Republic of China (財團法人台灣 中國基督教信義會總會 – LCROC) has 640 members in 11 congregations throughout northern and northeastern Taiwan. The church was founded through the work of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission in Taiwan, with congregations founded in the early 1950s. The church has been fully independent since 2006. It is a member of the Lutheran World Federation. The LCROC is led by Bishop Nong-Ruay Chen. The LCROC has been accepted as an observer member of the ILC. Togo: Lutheran Church of Togo The Lutheran Church of Togo (Eglise Luthérienne du Togo – ELT) has 8,000 members in 45 congregations throughout Togo. It emerged out of mission work first begun by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in 1980. The church body was officially founded in 2009. The church is led by President Kolani Lambon Lare. The ELT has been accepted as a full member of the ILC. Uganda: Lutheran Church of Uganda The Lutheran Church of Uganda (LCU) has more than 50,000 members in 140 congregations across Uganda. It emerged in 1993 out of mission work of the Evangelical Lutheran
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Church of Ghana working in partnership with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The church is led by Bishop Charles Bameka Isabirye. The LCU has been accepted as a full member of the ILC. Uruguay: Lutheran Church of Uruguay The Lutheran Church of Uruguay (Iglesia Luterana del Uruguay – ILU) has approximately 200 members in 3 congregations throughout Uruguay. The church arose out of the mission work of Argentinian Lutherans beginning in 1936. Depending on external circumstances, the original congregation was first a member of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil. The church became independent in 2004, and by 2010 was established a national church body. The church is led by Principal Pastor André Luiz Muller. The ILU has been accepted as a full member of the ILC. ———————– By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church–Canada. World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE 
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Minutes 27 of the Meeting of the Executive Committee 
INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 
 
September 28, 2018 
‘Elzenveld’Conference Centre, Antwerp, Belgium 

Participants 
 
Members of the Executive Committee 
Rev. Hans-Jorg Voigt 
Chairman 

HJV 
Rev. Gijsbertus van Hattem Secretary 

GvH 
Rev. Dieter Reinstorf 
Africa 

DR 
Rev. Antonio Reyes 
 
Asia 

AR 
Rev. Jon Ehlers 
 
Europe 

JE 
Rev. Eugenio Wentzel 
Latin America 

EW 
Rev. Timothy Teuscher 
North America 

TT 
Rev. Albert Collver 
 
Executive Secretary 
 
AC 
Rev. Robert Bugbee 
 
Staff 

RB 
 
Guests 
Mrs. Heidi Abegg 
 
LCMS 

HA 
Mr. Darin Storkson 
 
LCMS 

DS 
Rev. Matthew Harrison 
LCMS 

MH 

MINUTES 
 
16:00 – Welcome 
Chairman HJV opened the meeting. 
 
16:01 – Request of LCMS President Matthew Harrison to exercise LCMS’ right to have 
a voting member on the Executive Committee 
This point had been discussed at the previous meeting on September 24 and needed a decision 
at this meeting. After attorney Heidi Abegg explained that Article III of the Bylaws, as printed 
on pages 103ff. of the conference book, does not require a decision by the Executive 
Committee but only notice of the LCMS’ right to have a voting member on the EC, he was 
welcomed as a Director to the EC. 
 
16:05 – Bylaws implications 
Heidi Abegg explained that the law imposes fiduciary duties on directors of a corporation, 
including non-profit corporations, and hence also on the ILC. Ms. Abegg explained the three 
primary duties which include the duty to be informed and to have an oversight on the activities 
and finances, and also the duty of loyalty (including avoiding a conflict of interest). Ms. 
Abegg will send document. Further she explained the liability of the directors, and that an 
insurance can be obtained for the directors to cover some of the liability of directors and 
officers. Directors are required to vote in person or by means (for example, phone) where 
every director can hear each other, and not by email unless the vote by email is unanimously 

agreed upon. The EC should get used to the legal terminology, directors as working titles. The 
proceedings should be followed and the minutes of each meeting needs to be approved. 
 
16:15 – Seminaries Relation Committee 
The SRC met in Bleckmar, Germany, the week prior to the conference.. Gerson Linden (LA), 
Werner Klän (EU), Roland Ziegler (NA), and William Boateng (AF) attended along with AC. 
The next Seminaries Conference will be in the Philippines 14-19 September 2019. 
 
16:20 – Executive Committee 2018-2021 
All the directors of the Executive Committee were reelected, except two. For the world area 
Africa Bishop Dieter Reinstorf was elected as the representative, and for Latin America 
President Rudi Zimmer. Reinstorf replaces archbishop Christian Ekong, who has been a 
member of the EC since 2009. HJV and AC will write a letter to Ekong for his work on behalf 
of the ILC. As Vice-President President Timothy Teuscher was asked to continue to serve in 
this position. 
 
16:25 – Next EC Meeting 
The bylaws art; III.8a requires that the ‘EC shall provide by resolution the time and place’ of 
the next meeting of the EC, be it the annual or other regular meetings. But art. III.8b still gives 
some freedom to establish the date. Agreed was that the next EC meeting will be in March 
2019. Probably a Zoom meeting. HJV and AC will inform the EC in proper time. 
 
16:30 – Conference Book 
The conference book was a hit. Definitely to be repeated for the 2021 conference. 
 
16:32 – Working Titles 
DS brought up the issue of working titles for some of the appointed Officers, be it by the 
Executive Committee in case of the Executive Secretary, or by the Executive Secretary for 
other Officials (Art. IV.1 and IV.2). He proposed to replace the working title Executive 
Secretary by General Secretary. A motion was made and carried and the title general Secretary 
was adopted. The same applies for a Deputy General Secretary in case one will be appointed. 
 
16:35 – Close 

Gijsbertus van Hattem 
Secretary 
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ILC Greetings to the Lutheran Church of Australia’s 2018 convention Mathew Block AUSTRALIA – On October 4, Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Executive Secretary of the International Lutheran Council (ILC), brought greetings to the 19th General Convention of the Lutheran Church of Australia (LCA), meeting in Rosehill, New South Wales. The text of Dr. Collver’s greetings appears below. Additional news from the LCA’s General Convention of Synod is available through the convention website here. ——————— ILC Greetings to Lutheran Church of Australia at the 19th General Convention of the Synod I bring you greetings in the Name of Jesus on behalf of the International Lutheran Council and her member churches on the occasion of the LCA’s 19th General Convention of the Synod. It is an honor and privilege to be here with you today. First, I would like to share a little about the ILC with you. The people who formed the ILC first met after the July 1952 Lutheran World Federation (LWF) General Assembly which was held in Hanover. The concern for the churches that first formed the ILC was de facto fellowship within the LWF. An Australian, transplanted from Germany, Dr. Hermann Sasse, played a small role in the formation of what would become the International Lutheran Council. In a letter dated June 6, 1952 from Dr. Sasse to the Missouri Synod President, Dr. Behnken, Sasee writes, “As to Uelzen Dr. Hoopmann [of Australia] asked for my opinion, and I have given him some material for a constitution.” Sasse contributed to the ILC’s first constitution. The founding churches of the ILC, including Australia, met in Uelzen, Germany, after the LWF meeting in Hannover. The Lutheran Church of Australia has had connections to the ILC from its very beginning.

As of last week, the International Lutheran Council has 54 member church bodies representing a total of 7.15 million Lutherans worldwide. You can find out more about the ILC on its webpage including the prayers the ILC posted for the Lutheran Church of Australia, and on the ILC’s Facebook page. I know some of you may find this hard to believe, but other ILC member church bodies have had difficult and potentially divisive conventions in the past. In 1959, seven years before the Lutheran Church of Australia was formed, the Missouri Synod was at the beginning of a long period of tension that eventually resulted in a division of the LCMS and the formation of the Association of Evangelical Churches (AELC—now in the ELCA). Already in 1959, a professor at the St. Louis seminary said that the Book of God’s Truth contains errors. The Missouri Synod seemed poised for conflict and possible division. At the Missouri Synod’s 1959 convention in San Francisco, Dr. Hermann Sasse was asked by Dr. Behnken to give a lecture on “The Ecumenical Movement and the Lutheran Church.” Ultimately, Dr. Sasse stated that the ecumenical movement needs to be a quest for the truth. I would like to quote a portion of Dr. Sasse’s address: “For it was the quest for the true Church that caused our fathers to leave their country, their people, their earthly possessions, after they had come to the conviction that the territorial churches of the Old World, which comprised all people irrespective of their actual faith, could no longer be what they claimed to be: churches confessing before God and the world the truth of the Gospel as it was testified to in the Book of Concord. Some people call that separatism. You know from the history of your church how seriously your fathers searched their own conscience, asking themselves in the sight of God whether they were guilty of the sin of schism. Thank God for these consciences! Thank God for holy separatism! The blessing of their faithful confession is still a very great reality in your church. And it is generally admitted that the faithful witness of the true confessors of that time has saved what has remained of the Lutheran Church in the old country.” In this passage, Sasse called for the Missouri Synod to remember its past and why it was formed. The Missouri Synod, along with the free churches in Germany, and yes, the Lutheran Church of Australia, established themselves to be “churches confessing before God and the world the truth of the Gospel as it was testified to in the Book of Concord.” Such a confession is the lonely way; it is the narrow path that Christ has called us to walk. It is the way that does not bind people’s consciences but allows the Word of God free course. At the 19th convention of the Lutheran Church of Australia, know that the churches of the

International Lutheran Council are praying, as 2 Thessalonians 3:1 says, “that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you.” Just as the Missouri Synod faced challenges and possible division in 1959, I hope we can provide you with some encouragement as Hermann Sasse did to us almost 60 years ago. You face the decision regarding women’s ordination at your convention. No one can dictate to you what you should do, but we can encourage you to hear the Word of Scripture. The position of the ILC is no secret regarding the ordination of women. The ILC holds what we believe to be the Scriptural and Confessional position of the Lutheran church. The ILC holds to the historic tradition which the church from the time of the apostles has held with other historic churches such as Rome and the Orthodox. As St. Paul handed down what he had received (paradosis), we pass to you what we have received from the apostles, the historic catholic church, and the Lutheran Confessors. May Christ grant you wisdom and guidance as you deliberate. In closing, please hear the report of Dr. Hoopman from Australia at what would be the first meeting of the ILC in 1952: “We are in the minority. We stand alone; but as the men who after mature deliberation signed the Formula of Concord did so as men who desired to appear before the judgment seat of Christ with intrepid hearts, thus we are also mindful of our responsibility to God and all Christendom and of the fact that we have vowed ‘that we will neither privately nor publicly speak or write anything contrary to our Confessions, but by the help of God’s grace we intend to abide thereby.'” I believe that these words are as true and valid today, perhaps even more so today, as when they were spoken 66 years ago. Thank you and may the Lord guide and bless you this week. ———————
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Church Name Acronym Country Fellowship Status ILC Constitution Protocol Document Operating Agreements Region Founding Membership Pastors Congregations LWF Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina IELA Argentina 1986/3-05 P Full Filed Filed LAC Lutheran Church of Australia LCA Australia No A Associate Filed No agreements ASIA Yes Bangladesh Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church BNELC Bangladesh No E Application Sent 21JUN18 ASIA Yes Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belarus IELCB Belarus No E No EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium ELKB Belgium Talks A Full Filed EURASIA Lutheran Church in Africa--Synod of Benin ELA-SBE Benin No A Full Filed AFRICA Evangelical Christian Lutheran Church of Bolivia ICEL Bolivia No A Associate Filed No agreements LAC Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil IELB Brazil 1979/1-02A P Full Filed Filed LAC Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso EELBF Burkina Faso No A Full Filed AFRICA Myanmar Lutheran Church MLC Burma Requested A Observer Filed ASIA Yes Lutheran Church in Africa--Synod of Burundi ELA-SBU Burundi No A No AFRICA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia ELCC Cambodia No A No Filed Working Agreement (filed) ASIA No Lutheran Church--Canada LCC Canada 1986/3-04A P Full Filed Filed NA No Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile ILCC Chile 2016/5-06 P Full Filed Filed LAC Confessional Lutheran Church of Colombia ILCC Colombia No E No LAC No Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Congo EELC Congo, Rep. of No A No AFRICA 3,612 Yes Evangelical Lutheran Community in East Congo CELCE Congo No A No AFRICA No Evangelical Lutheran Confessional Church in the Congo EELCC Congo No A No AFRICA No Lutheran Church in Africa--Synod of Côte D'Ivoire ELA-SCDI Côte D'Ivoire No A No AFRICA No Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Cuba IECLC Cuba No E No LAC Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic ECAV Czech Republic No A No Working Agreement (filed) EURASIA Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession SCEAV Czech Republic No A No Working Agreement (filed) EURASIA Yes Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark ELFCD Denmark CTCR A Associate Filed No agreements EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Eritrea ELCE Eritrea No A No AFRICA Yes Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus EECMY Ethiopia Talks A No Working Agreement (filed) AFRICA Yes Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church EELC Ethiopia No E No AFRICA No Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland ELMDF Finland Talks A Full Filed EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church—Synod of France EELSF France 1986/3-06 P Full Filed Filed EURASIA Lutheran Church of The Gambia LCG Gambia No A No AFRICA No Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church SELK Germany 1977/3-09 P Full Filed missing EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana ELCG Ghana 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Yes Lutheran Church in Guatemala ILG Guatemala 2004/2016/5-03 P Full Filed Filed LAC Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guinea EELG Guinea No A No AFRICA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti EELH Haiti 2001/3-03 P Full Filed Filed LAC No Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod LCHKS Hong Kong 1975/2-02 P Full Filed Filed ASIA India Evangelical Lutheran Church IELC India 1959/19 P Full Filed Filed 2017 (filed) ASIA Yes Manipur Evangelical Lutheran Church MELC India Requested A Application Sent 22JUN18 Filed ASIA Yes Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church GKLI Indonesia Talks A Observer Filed Working Agreement (filed) ASIA Yes Japan Lutheran Church NRK Japan 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed ASIA Yes West Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church WJELC Japan No A Application Sent 13JUN18 Filed ASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Almaty ELCA Kazakhstan 2016/5-05 P No Filed Filed EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan ELCRK Kazakhstan Talks A No EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya ELCK Kenya 2004/3-01 P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Yes Lutheran Church in Korea LCK Korea 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed ASIA Yes Lutheran Church Concordia LCC Kyrgyzstan No A No EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia LELB Latvia 2001/3-05A P No Filed Filed EURASIA Yes Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia ELCL Liberia 2013/4-01 P Full Filed Filed EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania LELB Lithuania 2001/3-04 P No Filed Filed EURASIA Yes Malagasy Lutheran Church FLM Madagascar Requested A Full Filed AFRICA Yes Confessional Lutheran Church--Malawi Synod CLCMS Malawi No A No Filed AFRICA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia ELCM Malaysia No A Application Sent 22JUN18 Filed ASIA Yes Lutheran Synod of Mexico SLM Mexico 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed LAC Himalayan Evangelical Lutheran Fellowship HELF Nepal Requested E Application Sent 22JUN18 Filed ASIA No Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua ILSN Nicaragua No A Full Filed Working Agreement (filed) LAC No Lutheran Church of Nigeria LCN Nigeria 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Yes Lutheran Church in Norway LKN Norway 2015/2016/5-01 P Full Filed Filed EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway DELSIN Norway Talks A Full Filed EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church Society DELK Norway No E No Filed EURASIA Norwegian Lutheran Mission NLM Norway No E No EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Panama IELPA Panama No A No Filed LAC No Gutnius Lutheran Church GLC Papua New Guinea 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed ASIA Yes Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay IELPA Paraguay 1995/3-01 P Full Filed Filed LAC Evangelical Lutheran Church--Peru IELP Peru No A Associate Filed No agreements LAC Lutheran Church in the Philippines LCP Philippines 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed ASIA Yes Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church IELP Portugal CTCR I A Full Filed EURASIA No Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria ELCI Russia 1998/3-01 P Full Filed Filed EURASIA Yes Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church SELC Russia 2013/4-02 P Full Filed Filed 2017 (filed) EURASIA Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rwanda IELCR Rwanda Requested E No Filed No agreements AFRICA Lutheran Mission in Africa--Synod of Thousand Hills LMASTH Rwanda Requested A Observer Filed No agreements AFRICA Lutheran Church of Rwanda LCR Rwanda No E Application Sent 16MAY18 Filed AFRICA Yes Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church--Sierra Leone CELC-SL Sierra Leone Requested A No Filed AFRICA Lutheran Church in Singapore LCS Singapore No E No ASIA Yes Lutheran Church in Southern Africa LCSA South Africa 1989/3-02A P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa FELSISA South Africa 1995/3-02 P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Confessional Lutheran Synod of South Africa CLSSA South Africa Requested A Observer Filed AFRICA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan and South Sudan ELCSSS South Sudan Requested E Application Denied Sep18 Filed AFRICA Lutheran Church of South Sudan LCSS South Sudan No E No Filed AFRICA South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church SSELC South Sudan Requested A Observer Filed AFRICA Spanish Evangelical Lutheran Church IELE Spain No A No EURASIA No Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church CELC Sri Lanka CTCR I A Full Filed ASIA Lanka Lutheran Church LLC Sri Lanka 2001/3-02 P Stricken Sep18 Filed ASIA Yes Mission Province in Sweden MPS Sweden No A Full Filed EURASIA Confessional Lutheran Church in Switzerland LBKS Switzerland No E No EURASIA China Evangelical Lutheran Church CELC Taiwan 1971/3-02 P Full Filed Filed 1991 (filed) ASIA No Lutheran Church of the Republic of China LCROC Taiwan No E Observer Filed ASIA Yes Lutheran Church of East Africa LCEA Tanzania Requested A No Filed AFRICA Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania ELCT Tanzania No E No Draft under review by ELCT AFRICA 6,531,336 Yes Lutheran Church of Togo ELT Togo 2013/4-03 P Full Filed Filed AFRICA Istanbul Lutheran Church ILK Turkey No A No Working Agreement (filed) EURASIA Lutheran Church of Uganda LCU Uganda Requested A Full Filed AFRICA German Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Ukraine DELKU Ukraine Talks A Application Denied Sep18 Filed Working Agreement (filed) EURASIA Evangelical Lutheran Church of England ELCE United Kingdom 1953/31 P Full Filed Filed EURASIA The American Association of Lutheran Churches AALC United States 2007/3-01 P Full Filed Filed 2009 (filed) NA The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod--USA LMSUSA United States No A Full Filed No agreements NA 1995 No Lutheran Church of Uruguay ILU Uruguay 2016/5-02 P Full Filed Filed LAC Lutheran Church of Venezuela ILV Venezuela 2004/2016/5-04 P Full Filed Filed LAC Partner ("P") Churches Allied ("A") Churches 45 Emerging ("E") Relationships 16 Total Relationships 96 Total Countries 76 ILC Full Members 43 (not including LCMS) ILC Associate Members 4 Total ILC Members 47 ILC Observers 6 TOTAL 53
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WORLD – As a new year gets underway, the International Lutheran Council and its partners are preparing for the first class of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP). This two-year certificate program aims to provide Lutheran church bodies around the world an opportunity to develop leaders who are competent in both solid confessional Lutheran theology as well as practical skills in leadership and resource management. The LLDP is a project of the International Lutheran Council working in cooperation with The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, Concordia Publishing House (CPH), and Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana (CTSFW). “We’re are grateful for our partners in this project, and are excited to work with them in raising up a new generation of global Confessional Lutheran leaders,” said Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, General Secretary of the ILC. “We look forward to welcoming the LLDP’s first class of students in just a few weeks, and pray for God’s blessings on their studies.” The first class of students in the LLDP will gather for instruction at the Old Latin School in Wittenberg, Germany from February 18-March 1, 2019. Future classes over the next two years will be held at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne and Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis, Missouri. Training the next generation of Confessional Lutheran leaders: Lutheran Leadership Development Program ready to launch by Mathew Block | Jan 15, 2019 DONATE a a Signup for ILC updates
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Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (ILC General Secretary) and Rev. Dr. Bruce Kintz (CPH President and CEO) display the new book Breath of God, Yet Work of Man. Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki of CTSFW serves as Director of the Lutheran Leadership Program. For more information on the program, including details on student learning outcomes, a description of course requirements, and admission details, click here. Breath of God, Yet Work of Man: First LLDP resource published Course materials for the Lutheran Leadership Development Program are being prepared in partnership between CTSFW and CPH, with the first of these new resources just unveiled. Breath of God, Yet Work of Man: Scripture, Philosophy, Dialogue, and Conflict is now available for pre-order from CPH. Edited by Rev. Charles P. Schaum and Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (ILC General Secretary), the book features definitions, benefits, and discussions of Lutheran biblical interpretation. The authors explain tensions that underlie the use of Scripture in Christian witness, acts of mercy, and life together. While developed especially for use in the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, the book will be of interest to a much broader audience. “The authors have assembled a massive amount of material that will challenge readers to think more carefully about how we read the Holy Scriptures and confess the faith today,” notes Rev. Dr. John T. Pless, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions at CTSFW. “This is a provocative book that will engage both those within and outside of the Missouri Synod in coming to understand the development of modern hermeneutics.” Download a sample of the book by visiting CPH’s website here. Support the training of Confessional Lutheran Leaders around the world Signup for ILC updates
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You can support the Lutheran Leadership Development Program and its work in preparing confessional Lutheran leaders for churches around the world through online giving. Simply designate your donation for “The Lutheran Leadership Development Program.” You can make a one-time gift or set-up recurrent giving. You can also make donations by mail to the following address: International Lutheran Council PO Box 18775 St. Louis, MO 63118 United States of America ——————— By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church– Canada. NEWS Media Contacts Newsletter Archives ILC Statements SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Signup for ILC updates
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Photographs from “LLDP Ready to Launch ILC Article” (2019-01-15).
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Friday, February Central Standard Time Page 1 of 3 Subject: LC-MS in Tanzania? Date: Friday, January Central Standard Time From: Todd Ohlmann To: Collver, Albert, Todd H. Ohlmann Dear Al, Greetings from Zambia! Again, thank you for meeting with me concerning Monotosh Banarjee in Bangladesh and for your assistance in clearing the way for me to meet with him without the entanglements of him being involved with another church body. Much appreciated. I have recently finished a visit to Tanzania where I was surprised to find that the LC-MS has recently sent a resident missionary to Tanzania to work with Bishop Jesse Angowi of the LCEA and to teach at the St. Peter's Seminary in Himo. You should know that this man Jesse Angowi is the individual I mentioned to you when we met a few weeks ago as an example of an individual who used our Savior for personal gain. St. Peter's Seminary is the seminary that we assisted him in starting several years ago in the early 2000's. We provided over $50,000 in cash and labor to purchase the building and land and to complete renovations. We sponsored several students and subsidized the effort by providing funds for teacher salaries, transportation, books, and needed materials. We continued our support until around 2008 when it was reported to us that Angowi was upset with the CLC Board of Missions because we were not funding him at the level he "deserved" as a bishop. He was demanding that we purchase him a new vehicle, pay for a large wedding for his son, and increase his subsidy (salary). We heard from the teachers that he had not been paying them their salary or transport expenses. It was also reported to us that the student subsidy that was intended to provide room and board for the students was not being used in this way and the students were providing their own meals. In short, all of the subsidy from the CLC was going into Angowi's pocket. Shortly after this it was reported to us by the treasurer of the LCEA that Angowi had attempted to take out a loan from the bank using the St. Peter's Seminary building as collateral. This was discovered because the bank manager called to tell the treasurer to hide the Title Deed to the property because he knew this was not appropriate. Angowi had the treasurer arrested on false charges of stealing the Title Deed. He also had other leaders of the LCEA arrested on false charges. Angowi claimed that the building was his to do with as he pleased because it was titled in the name of the LCEA and he was the Bishop. We (the CLC) paid lawyers over the course of the next several years to defend these men and to try to secure ownership of the building for those who men were staying loyal to the constitution of the LCEA which was drafted with the assistance of the CLC missionaries. The criminal charges charges against the men were eventually thrown out of court. But, Angowi continued to use the courts to claim ownership of the building. While all of this was going we (the CLC) heard from the men we were working with (reorganized as the CLC-TZ) that Angowi had been trying to work together with the LC-MS. Our visiting missionary to Tanzania at the time contacted LC-MS representatives to inquire but didn't receive much of a response. We also heard that the LC-MS had begun offering financial support to Angowi for farming projects and that these funds were actually being used to bribe judges in the building ownership court case. I actually made a trip to Tanzania about five years ago in an attempt to testify in court concerning the CLC's involvement with the establishment of the seminary and our financial contributions to the purchase and renovation of the building and property. I brought along pages and pages of documentation and email correspondence that proved that the building was bought and paid for with the intent of training men for the Gospel ministry and not for the personal benefit of Angowi. Just before I was called upon to testify and submit the documentation into evidence, Angowi's lawyer

Page 2 of 3 announced that they were dropping the case. So my testimony was never heard. Two weeks after I left Tanzania, a new case of ownership was opened in another court with a new judge. In 2015/2016 the decision was made by the CLC Board of Missions to stop sinking money into this effort to retain ownership of the building and move on. Over the past several years we have continued to work with the same men who separated from Angowi over this issue and many more. We have found all of these men to be humble, loyal, dedicted and faithful men. They have not demonstrated the same self-serving attitude that we witnessed in Angowi. The men and congregations we are working with now have established and registered a new church body in Tanzania called the CLC-Tanzania. They will be beginning classes in a newly established seminary in Arusha next month. The majority of the pastors and congregations that were once a part of the LCEA are now with the CLC-TZ. Last week when I visited the CLC-TZ pastor who serves a congregation in Himo (where St. Peter's Seminary is located) he told me that the seminary was re-opened and the LC-MS had sent a missionary to teach there. I was surprised and honestly didn't believe him at first. I found information on LC-MS websites that confirmed the information.

seminary-support/ I need to inform you that the information on your website concerning the LCEA is untrue. I am sure this no fault of LC-MS representatives, but rather based upon the lies that have been told by Jesse Angowi. This is what I found on regions/africa/tanzania: "LCMS missionaries have also had conversations with an independent Lutheran church in Tanzania to work together in mission opportunities. This group consists of 10,000 members, 20 pastors and a seminary with 13 students. Thus far, it has grown without the involvement of any foreign missionaries. Starting in 2002, the LCMS has provided grants for mercy projects in Tanzania. These projects have including digging wells, especially new mission training centers, and providing roofs for church buildings. Also, the Lutheran Church in East Africa is an emerging Lutheran church body with approximately 10,000 members and 20 pastors." When I read this to the men I work with, who are very familiar with the LCEA, Bishop Angowi, and in general what's going on among the Lutherans in this area of Tanzania, they all began to laugh at the blatant lies that Angowi must have told the LC-MS representatives. They say that the LCEA lost so much respect in the area due to the false charges and false claim of ownership of the building and that there are very few LCEA congregations still in existence and there is no way that there are 10,000 members. I also have pages and pages of financial reports, email correspondence, and CLC missionary reports that demonstrate that the LCEA has had a great deal of involvement with foreign missionaries over the years. I visited the St. Peter's Seminary building myself to verify that it was again in use. I was hoping that Missionary Clausing would be there so I could speak with him personally. Unfortunately, he was not there and I was scheduled to depart Tanzania the very next day. Obviously, I am in no position to tell the LC-MS what to do, but I did want to inform you of some of the facts concerning Jesse Angowi and the LCEA. No doubt some of the information I have received from individuals in Tanzania has been clouded by their history and

Page 3 of 3 disagreements with Angowi. But there is no doubt in my mind about the fact that the CLC was involved with the LCEA along with financing the purchase, renovation, and beginnings of St. Peter's Seminary in Himo. I have the documentation to prove it. You should know, that from our vantage point, Missionary Clausing is conducting classes in a building that was stolen from faithful men by a man who has repeatedly demonstrated himself to be a belly server. Jesse Angowi is not an honest man. He has stolen from the CLC and if reports are correct, he has stolen from the LC-MS by using project money to bribe judges. I will be working in Zambia, Myanmar, Nepal, and Bangladesh for the next several weeks, but I would welcome an opportunity to get together again to discuss this matter when I return home in mid-March. In Christ, Todd Ohlmann VisiJng Missionary Church of the Lutheran Confession

www.LutheranMissions.org www.CLCLutheran.org www.MHT.LutheranMissions.org For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Romans 10:13-15




ETHIOPIA REPORT

Document 72 · 2019-02-14 · Narrative



1 ETHIOPIA TRIP REPORT — FEBRUARY 11-14, 2019 REV. ALBERT B. COLLVER, PH.D.

INTRODUCTION

This trip was the outcome of an invitation by Qes Teshome Amenu, General Secretary of the Ethiopian Evangelical Chruch Mekane Yesus (EECMY), at the International Lutheran Council (ILC) meeting held in September 2018. At that time, Qes Teshome was only in office for one month (since August 2018). Qes Teshome invited Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., and Dr. Bruce G. Kintz, President and CEO of Concordia Publishing House (CPH) to visit Ethiopia in February 2019. Bishop Torkild Masvie of the Lutheran Church of Norway (LCN) also came to Ethiopia Feb 10-13, 2019, to involve the EECMY in the ILC’s Concordia Israel project. Bishop Masvie attended the meetings with Collver and Kintz on February 12-13, 2019. The primary two purposes of the trip was to discuss the possibility of translating the Lutheran Study Bible notes into Amharic and possibly Oromo, and the ILC’s Concordia Israel project. Discussions involved the ILC’s and CPH’s involvement with the EEMCY, but also included aspects of the LCMS’ relationship with the EECMY. The program was divided between time with the EECMY Central Office Leadership, the Scripture Light Bible Translation Society, and the Mekane Yesus Seminary. Private visits with various Ethiopian people also occurred but since those conversations were primarily social in nature, there is no report of those interactions. Some of the material discussed is sensitive and the report should not be freely disseminated.

Sunday, February 10

Dr. Albert B. Collver and Dr. Bruce Kintz depart from St. Louis to Newark, New Jersey, to Addis Ababa (with a refueling stop at Lomé, Togo). Collver and Kintz arrive in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Monday, February 11 around 9:30 PM and reach the Elilly International Hotel around midnight after obtaining a visa on arrival and clearing customs. Bishop Torkild Masvie, departed Oslo, Norway, on Sunday, February 10 and arrived on the same day.

Monday, February 11

Bishop Torkild Masvie met with EECMY leadership and the International Mission Society (IMS) of the EECMY, to discuss the ILC’s Concordia Israel Program. IMS identified two men who could work with Bishop Masvie for the Concordia Israel Program.

Tuesday, February 12

Dr. Collver, Dr. Kintz, and Bishop Masvie met in the lobby of the Elilly Hotel around 9 AM to travel to the EECMY Central Office for meetings.

Participants: Qes Yonas Dib-Binyam, President of the EECMY; Qes Teshome Amenu, General Secretary of the EECMY; Tsegahun Assefa, Director of Youth Ministry for the EECMY; Deaconess Tadelech Loha, Director of Women’s Ministry for the EECMY; Hailu Wisemayat, Board Chairman of Scripture Light Bible Society of the EECMY; Gemachis, Commissioner for EECMY Pension, Stewardship, and Economic Development; Qes Yonas Biratu, Executive Secretary of Scripture Light Bible Society (SLBS); Dr. Albert B. Collver, LCMS Director of Church Relations / ILC General Secretary; Dr. Bruce G. Kintz, President and CEO of CPH; Bishop Torkild Masvie of the Lutheran Church of Norway.

2 Meeting at the EECMY Central Office

Because of other obligations after a general introduction of each person in the room, President Yonas provided a brief update regarding the EECMY and some other comments related to the Bible translation project.

President Yonas: The EECMY officially began as a church body in 1959 making 2019 the 60th anniversary. Missionary work in Ethiopia began in 1866. The 60 years of the EECMY’s existence has been marked with pain, suffering, and great growth. Recounted Gudina Tumsa who was martyred for the church as well as other martyrs and confessors during the Derg period. The state persecuted the church. Today, the EECMY has 9.3 million members. The numerical growth is a blessing and a challenge. The EECMY needs

3 pastors and printed materials, and Bibles. The EECMY has had a literacy and Bible translation program from the beginning. The Orthodox Church does not really want people to read the Bible, preferring that they receive explanation from the priests — in many ways Ethiopia is “pre-Reformation.”

President Yonas spoke about Onesimos Nesib (c. 1856–1931) and his connection to Bible translation. When Onesimos was a small boy, he was kidnapped by tribesmen and sold into slavery. By 1870, he regained his freedom and went to Sweden in 1876 to study theology. By 1899, Onesimos translated the Bible into the Oromo language. Oromo is a Cushitic language, whereas Amharic is a Semitic language. President Yonas’ point was that the EECMY has always been interested in the translation of the Scriptures and the Scripture Light Bible Society is important to the EECMY.

Hailu Wisemayat, Board Chairman of Scripture Light Bible Society, explained how early on the EECMY and the United Bible Society cooperated on Bible translation projects. However, this relationship has cooled off. The EECMY says that the Bible Society of Ethiopia (a member of United Bible Societies) has taken possession of the Oromo translation that was prepared originally by Onesimos Nesib and later revised by EECMY. Hailu claimed that the United Bible Society in Ethiopia is practically an arm of the Orthodox Church, adding and subtracting things from Scripture to fit Orthodox doctrine. The translation of the Bible into Amharic that the EECMY prefers is called “New Haile Selassie I Bible (1962).” It is an Amharic translation from the Ge’ez and not directly from the Greek and Hebrew. The language is dated (sort of like the King James Version). However, the Bible Society of Ethiopia does not publish this version any longer. The United Bible Society produced a version from 1987 that is acceptable to the EECMY, but it also is no longer printed. This translation was revised in 2000 is not considered acceptable by the EECMY. For the Ethiopian Millennium (AD 2007 for the West), the United Bible Society produced the Millennium Amharic Bible. The Old Testament is translated from the Septuagint and from Ge’ez. This edition is well liked by the Orthodox but considered unusable by the EECMY. So for this reason, the EECMY needs to produce a new translation or at least revise the current translations.

The EECMY has 19 languages used in worship each Sunday. Some are relatively small tribal languages. The largest language group is the Oromo. Lutheran Bible Translators (a RSO of the LCMS) is working with the EECMY on some of these smaller language groups. The EECMY very much likes CPH’s Lutheran Study Bible and would like to translate the English notes into Amharic and into Oromo.

The EECMY emphasized that most of the people who studied at LCMS seminaries (CTS or CSL) are now in a leadership role in the EECMY. President Yonas reported that many heresies are coming into Ethiopia. “We want to be steadfast to the Scriptures as we celebrate the Reformation.”

The Scripture Light Bible Society would like to have a partnership with CPH and to develop a proposal to put the Lutheran Study Bible notes into Amharic and Oromo.

The meetings concluded at the Central Office and we departed for lunch in Mekanisa (near the Mekane Yesus Seminary).

We had lunch at the new café at the Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS), which is located in the backyard of the previous Global Seminaries’ Initiative House where LCMS personnel would stay while teaching classes at MYS.

4 Dr. Kintz inspecting the printing presses at Mekane Yesus Yemisrach Dimts (Good News)

After lunch, we received a tour of Yemisrach Dimts Communication Services. The EECMY has run biblical literacy programs from this unit. It also serves as the publisher of the EECMY. After meeting and talking with the people here, we returned to the hotel for a brief rest.

Dinner was at the Bole Ethiopian Cultural Restaurant. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa, General Secretary emeritus; Qes Abraham Mengesha Mitiku, President emeritus of the Central Ethiopian Synod; Teshome Amenu, EECMY General Secretary since August 2018; Tsegahun Assefa, EECMY Director of Youth Ministry; Dr. Albert B. Collver; Dr. Bruce Kintz; and Bishop Torkild Masvie.

We discussed various impressions of the day, caught up on EECMY news and LCMS news, et al.

The EECMY is considering applying to the ILC as an observer member.

5

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

On Wednesday, discussions were held on the campus of MYS. The participants of this discussion were: Dr. Bruk Ayele, President of MYS; Dr. Ayalew Tessema, Vice President of MYS (he studied theology at LTS in Chicago); Dr. Haragewen Abraham Kinde, Vice President of MYS-Bishoftu; Dr. Yacob Godebo, Dean of Theology Department; Dr. Albert Collver; Dr. Bruce Kintz; and Bishop Torkild Masvie.

Discussions began in Dr. Bruk’s office, caught up on events at MYS. Dr. Bruk wanted to begin by saying Collver has a very good reputation in the EECMY, and Dr. Bruk was a little pained that Collver had not helped him as much as Belay received in the past — especially since Dr. Bruk’s theology is much closer to the LCMS. Dr. Bruk stated how important the LCMS help has been to both the EECMY and MYS.

Dr. Bruk mentioned the visit of Kevin Robson. Dr. Bruk is under the impression that Kevin Robson said, “The LCMS needs to support you and MYS.” Dr. Bruk said that Kevin Robson asked him to identify his most pressing project. Dr. Bruk indicated the water abatement project for the dinning hall is the number 1 project for MYS. Dr. Bruk believes the LCMS will award a grant for this project. Dr. Bruk said he was told to only send projects to Shauen Trump with a copy to Kevin Robson. Dr. Bruk said the way the LCMS confuses him.

After this brief discussion, we had chapel. Since Dr. Bruk needed to go to the South African Embassy, Dr. Ayalew and Dr. Yacob introduced Dr. Collver, Kintz, and Bishop Masvie. We were seated in the front pew. The two LCMS missionaries, Eric Stinnet and Mark Rabe, attended chapel and were seated in the back. We shook their hands on the way into chapel but did not have time for a conversation then. The sermon was delivered by Haile Sadis, who attended CSL but did not complete the program. Immediately following the sermon, the celebrant, Dr. Ayalew, began the liturgy for Holy Communion. We did not take part. No one seemed concerned that we did not participate. After chapel, I had a brief opportunity to talk to Eric Stinnet and Mark Rabe. I asked if Eric received my email invitation to visit us at our hotel. He said he did not receive it. Secondly, I was able to briefly discuss the MOU between the EEMCY and the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK). I said it is not a fellowship agreement. Then we parted.

Dr. Collver with Dr. Haragewen after Chapel

6 Dr. Haragewen has been working as the Vice President of MYS-Bishoftu for the past three years. She is a member of a LCMS congregation in California and is a Mission of Christ Network missionary. The ILC provided about $50,000 of her funding. Over the past two years, Dr. Haragewen has managed to receive government accreditation for the MYS-Bishoftu campus. This is quite an accomplishment. Dr. Haragewen led Collver, Kintz, and Masvie on a tour of the campus. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa came to the campus and asked us to end the tour so we could talk about various matters. Around the same time, Dr. Bruk returned from the embassy. We continued to tour the seminary, especially the new print shop building. We discussed the possibility of licensing CPH products to be printed for the seminary community at the print shop. CPH is willing in principle to accommodate MYS in its need to print textbooks. Dr. Berhanu left as we went to lunch at the Dimma restaurant. Immediately after lunch, we departed Addis for Bishoftu. The house in Bishoftu where Dr. Lawrence Rast, President of CTS, will stay in March 2019 (Pictured: Kintz, Collver, Bruk, Haragewen)

The Ethiopian Evangelical College (ECC) was founded in 1956 by Swedish, Norwegian, and German Missionaries. The first headmaster was Sven Rubenson. The school served as a feeder to the MYS campus in Mekinisa. The school educated not only pastors and future church leaders but also government officials. Dr. Haragewen, the Vice President of the MYS-Bishoftu Campus, was a student at the ECC in 1977, when Bishoftu (Smelly Water in Oromo) was known as Debre Zeit (Mount Olives in Amharic). Dr. Haragewen fled Ethiopia in 1980 to escape the Communist Derg Regime, who murdered

7 her father because of his loyalty to Emperor Haile Selassie. Now 30 plus years later, Dr. Haragewen works to the restore the school she trained at in 9th grade. A 16 year old Dr. Haragewen presenting flowers to Emperor Haile Selassie, Shortly Before He was Overthrown by the Communist Derg Regime

We toured the MYS-Bishoftu campus — saw the various classroom buildings, computer rooms, library, dinning hall, and guest houses. The physical plant of the campus has improved greatly over the past couple of years. The campus has received accreditation.

Bishoftu is very important to the EECMY both for historical reasons and for future planning. Most immediately, the MYS-Bishoftu campus runs the leadership program. It also reaches back to its roots when it was a school for high school boys and girls by offering STEM programs. Most recently, the MYSBishoftu campus is being used to hold pastors’ Conferences and seminars on leadership and theology. In the future, it is difficult to know how the facility will be used. Bishoftu is rapidly growing. A new airport is being constructed in Bishoftu (similar in concept to how New York City has JFK and LaGuardia). At this moment there is no plan to move the main seminary campus from Mekinisa to Bishoftu, but it is quite possible various extension classes et al may well be held at the Bishoftu campus — as it is already happening with the program Dr. Rast is apart of in March 2019.

After returning to Addis from Bishoftu, we all went to dinner at an Italian restaurant. Dr. Ayalew joined us for dinner (he was not in Bishoftu) as did Dr. Yacob. During the ride back to Addis and during dinner, the conversation focused much more on what the LCMS is doing in connection to MYS. Dr. Bruk raised a few points about the LCMS missionaries serving at MYS:

1) Dr. Bruk was confused when he heard that the two LCMS missionaries apparently said or complained that they did not have enough courses and were being under utilized. Dr. Bruk said that he wanted to assign the two LCMS missionaries more courses. Dr. Bruk said, “Shauen Trump told the missionaries they could not teach additional classes.”

8 2) Dr. Bruk had heard that the LCMS missionaries and some in the LCMS think he is liberal. He does not really understand why the LCMS might think he is liberal. Dr. Bruk said he believes in the inerrancy and inspiration of the Scriptures. He accepts the Lutheran Confessions. Dr. Bruk also does not think the Scriptures teach women’s ordination. Dr. Bruk thinks perhaps the LCMS missionaries got he impression that he were liberal for two reasons (speculation): a. Some in the EECMY have accused him of being liberal because he said the church needs to discuss Ethiopian Zefen music. A number of people in the EECMY believe that Zefen music is ungodly and sinful for Christians to listen to. Zefen music is an Ethiopian cultural matter. Dr. Bruk explained saying that we need to discuss Zefen and look at it theology is not the same thing as me saying I approve it and think it is fine. But some in EECMY have called him liberal because he wants to discuss the matter. He thought perhaps the missionaries heard others call him liberal and without understanding the situation followed suit. b. The other reason Dr. Bruk thought the LCMS might think he is a liberal is because he adamantly defends women’s rights. He believes the EECMY is doing women a disservice by not training them better. He has even said that if the EECMY is going to ordain women, they must be the best trained women possible or they will not be respected. Bruk stated that this sort of discussion is not connected to what he thinks the Bible says or does not say about women’s ordination. 3) Dr. Bruk would like to see the missionaries better integrated into the community. For instance, he thought the missionaries could do the chapel service every few weeks. The service could be conducted according to the LCMS way with the missionaries preaching. I agreed that I did not see this a doctrinal or fellowship problem.

Finally, Dr. Bruk would like to see the LCMS engage a few projects at the seminary. The water abatement et al. I explained to Dr. Bruk that I did not supervise or oversee the missionaries, nor was I involved in most of the projects. But I could raise his thoughts to others. I did suggest that Dr. Bruk prioritize which projects are most important because the LCMS would not be able to do all of them. I also asked if MYS needed tuition assistance in the coming year. He said yes. Collver said he would try to obtain a grant but could not promise it would be fulfilled.

MYS presently has a Masters of Arts program. Dr. Bruk would like to add an additional masters degree as a bridge toward a doctorate program. Dr. Bruk said he would email me the curriculum for both the MA and the MTh programs. Dr. Berhanu thought that a STM would be more appropriate than a MTh.

Dr. Bruk also requested that Collver and Rast come to Ethiopia at least once a year but even twice a year for further planning discussions regarding the academic programs and how to work strategically with the LCMS.

After the conversation, Dr. Bruk and Dr. Haragewen took Collver and Kintz back to the hotel. Dr. Ayalew took Bishop Masvie to the airport to return to Norway.

9 Thursday, February 14, 2019

Dr. Collver had breakfast with Dr. Berhanu offsite — discussion was mostly personal (families), church politics, and seminary. After breakfast, Qes Teshome sent his driver to take Collver and Kintz to Entoto. On Entoto Mountain (Altitude about 10,000 feet)

After returning from Entoto to Addis, The Scripture Light Bible Society hosted a lunch at the Elilly Hotel. The participants: Dr. Albert Collver; Dr. Bruce Kintz; President Yonas Dib-Binyam; Qes Teshome Amenu, General Secretary; Hailu Wisemayat, Board Chairman of Scripture Light Bible Society of the EECMY; Tsegahun Assefa, Director of Youth Ministry; Qes Yonas Biratu, Executive Secretary.

10 We discussed three proposals for bringing the Lutheran Study Bible notes into an Amharic and Oromo translation of the Bible. We also discussed possible MOUs between EECMY and CPH. For instance, the Scripture Bible Light has a big vision. For instance:

“Ethiopia is with the population of about 100 million; form which 70% are Christians. The number of Evangelical Christians in Ethiopia is over 20 million from which 9.3 million are members of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Therefore, the translation of the Lutheran Study Bible will address the current and future needs of the country at large.”

The Scripture Light Bible Society anticipates that the program will take them 7 years (2019-2026) to complete. Although there were many interesting items discussed, we indicated that we would need some time, perhaps months, to evaluate the feasibility of the project on our end.

Lunch concluded and with free time until we were taken to the airport. Both Dr. Collver and Dr. Kintz flew to Germany. From there, Collver went to Wittenberg for the Lutheran Leadership Development Program and Dr. Kintz returned to St. Louis.

Concluding Observations

• Just as in the United States, the secular politics has influenced the church politics in Ethiopia. Because of the various ethnic tensions, the leader of both the country and of the EECMY church is in a difficult position — standing on an oven — and being unable to go too far left or right. • The EECMY desires to be a Biblical church with a Lutheran identity. It resists the trends of mainline Protestant Church bodies, particularly in the area of ethics, marriage, and homosexuality. • The EECMY lacks resources (printed materials) et al to better train pastors, church workers, and laity. • The LCMS presence makes it more difficult for the EECMY to simply revert back to its former partners. • The EECMY would like more planning sessions. They requested Collver (along with Rast) return at least twice a year for various discussions. • Tremendous opportunities among many challenges.
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Photographs from “ETHIOPIA REPORT” (2019-02-14).
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1 Church Relations Report Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., Director of Church Relations

Perhaps at no time in the history of the Missouri Synod as there been greater opportunities to have a significant impact upon world Lutheranism. For almost as Lutheranism has existed in a distinct form from Roman Catholicism (after the Reformation and the presentation of the Augsburg Confession), there have been two forms of Lutheranism: 1) an inclusive form that did not emphasize doctrinal agreement and tended toward unionism, and 2) an exclusive form that required agreement in all doctrine for fellowship. The Prussian Union in 1817 marked a significant cleavage between inclusive and exclusive Lutheranism, while the formation of the Lutheran World Federation signified the final break for these two types of Lutheranism. The Missouri Synod was founded as an exclusive Lutheran church that required agreement in doctrine and practice for fellowship. Consequently, the Missouri Synod never had the number of church partners or even mission starts in as many places as other church bodies that had looser requirements for fellowship. Because these Lutheran church bodies, such as the national churches in Scandinavian and Germany, did not hold to Biblical inspiration and inerrancy or to the Book of Concord in the same way as the Missouri Synod and her partners, they drifted further and further from the Biblical message to embrace a progressive, secular agenda such as justice issues, climate justice, and gender justice. While the Western Lutheran churches drifted further from the Scriptures, the Lutheran Churches of the Global South still held to the Holy Scriptures, even if some errors from Western churches were introduced. This situation created the perfect storm for these church bodies to seek out the Missouri Synod, her partners, and the International Lutheran Council (reported on below). As a result, many church bodies, particularly from the Global South are seeking the LCMS due to her Biblical and confessional teaching. This does not mean the LCMS can enter fellowship with all of them, but at the same time the Missouri Synod has a duty to proclaim the truth and shine light into the darkness. During the past triennium the Missouri Synod has relationships with 96 Lutheran church bodies around the world. Many of them are seeking the Missouri Synod because of the direction the church bodies that first brought the gospel to them have taken. Now is a tremendous moment to bear witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.

The Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) Report describes several church fellowship requests, working agreements and discussions with other church bodies that will not be repeated here. Some highlights appear below.

India Substantial progress has been made in our tireless effort to assist our first daughter church, the India Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC), with its anti-corruption reforms. Numerous court verdicts in favor of the honest, legitimate administration have been handed down, and the legitimate officers are now legally established and recognized and have a court-appointed administrator to assist them in putting the affairs of the church in order. As a result, stability is slowly beginning to return to the administration, though much work remains to be done to undo the effects of decades of corruption. The IELC’s seminary, Concordia Theological Seminary, Nagercoil, continues to be a bright spot. It’s administration has been improving dramatically with LCMS support. The campus is presently undergoing major renovation works with LCMS support.

Sri Lanka The Office of Church Relations supported an initiative by the Office of International Mission to reconstitute the defunct Lanka Lutheran Church (LLC) as a new and legal church body called the Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC), which applied for and was inducted into International Lutheran

2 Council (ILC) membership in 2018. The CELC will apply for official partner church status with the LCMS in the near future. An overture to remove the defunct LLC from the list of LCMS partner churches is before this convention.

Taiwan Great strides have been made with church relations in Taiwan. In addition to the LCMS partner China Evangelical Lutheran Church, there are six other Lutheran church bodies in Taiwan with which the LCMS had previously had little or no contact. Within the last triennium, the Office of Church Relations reached out and met with each of these Lutheran church bodies multiple times, resulting in the establishment of warm and friendly relations with each of them. Now they are in routine contact with the LCMS and occasionally receive and accept invitations to LCMS-sponsored events in Taiwan such as theological conferences. One of the six has already joined the International Lutheran Council, and more are expected to join in the future.

Inter-Church Relationships of the LCMS The Inter-Church relationships of the LCMS have continued to grow by leaps and bounds in the last triennium. In addition to our growing family of official “Partner Church” bodies with which the LCMS is in altar and pulpit fellowship, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Allied Church” bodies with which we collaborate in various ways but with which we do not yet have altar and pulpit fellowship. We presently have thirty-five official partnerships that have already been recognized by the LCMS in convention and an additional two partnerships to be considered for solemnizing by this convention, as well as good relationships with an additional forty-two Allied Church bodies, many of which are in various stages of fellowship talks with the LCMS. In addition, the LCMS also has seventeen “Emerging Relationships” with Lutheran church bodies that we are getting to know but with which we do not yet have a formal relationship. Most of these have approached the LCMS out of a desire to share our solid, Biblical theology. These various relationships make for a total of ninety-six Lutheran church relationships in a total of seventy-six countries! This represents a substantial increase in relationships over this last triennium. Lastly, the LCMS also has a growing number of “Ecumenical Relationships” with non-Lutheran church bodies for the sake of dialog and cooperatio in externis. Partner Churches (already recognized by the LCMS in convention)

1. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina 2. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil 3. Lutheran Church—Canada 4. Confessional Lutheran Church of Chile 5. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Synod of France 6. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (Germany) 7. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana 8. Lutheran Church in Guatemala 9. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti 10. Lutheran Church - Hong Kong Synod

3 11. India Evangelical Lutheran Church 12. Japan Lutheran Church 13. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kazakhstan 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 15. Lutheran Church in Korea 16. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia 17. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Liberia 18. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lithuania 19. Lutheran Synod of Mexico 20. Lutheran Church of Nigeria 21. Lutheran Church in Norway 22. Gutnius Lutheran Church (Papua New Guinea) 23. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Paraguay 24. Lutheran Church in the Philippines 25. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria (Russia) 26. Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (Russia) 27. Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (South Africa) 28. Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa 29. Lanka Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka) 30. China Evangelical Lutheran Church (Taiwan) 31. Lutheran Church of Togo 32. Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 33. The American Association of Lutheran Churches (USA) 34. Lutheran Church of Uruguay 35. Lutheran Church of Venezuela

Partner Churches to Be Received at This Convention

1. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belgium 2. Portuguese Evangelical Lutheran Church Allied Churches

1. Lutheran Church of Australia 2. Lutheran Church in Africa—Synod of Benin 3. Evangelical Christian Lutheran Church of Bolivia 4. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso 5. Lutheran Church in Africa—Synod of Burundi 6. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cambodia 7. Evangelical Lutheran Church in The Congo 8. Evangelical Lutheran Community in East Congo

4 9. Evangelical Lutheran Confessional Church in The Congo 10. Lutheran Church in Africa—Synod of Côte D'Ivoire 11. Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in the Czech Republic 12. Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (Czech Republic) 13. Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark 14. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Eritrea 15. Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 16. Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland 17. Lutheran Church of The Gambia 18. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Guinea 19. Manipur Evangelical Lutheran Church (India) 20. Indonesian Lutheran Christian Church 21. West Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church 22. Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Kazakhstan 23. Lutheran Church Concordia (Kyrgyzstan) 24. Malagasy Lutheran Church (Madagascar) 25. Confessional Lutheran Church—Malawi Synod 26. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malaysia 27. Lutheran Church Synod of Nicaragua 28. Evangelical Lutheran Diocese in Norway 29. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Panama 30. Evangelical Lutheran Church—Peru 31. Lutheran Mission in Africa—Synod of Thousand Hills (Rwanda) 32. Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church—Sierra Leone 33. Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa 34. South Sudan Evangelical Lutheran Church 35. Spanish Evangelical Lutheran Church 36. Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran Church (Sri Lanka) 37. Mission Province in Sweden 38. Lutheran Church of East Africa (Tanzania) 39. Istanbul Lutheran Church (Turkey) 40. Lutheran Church of Uganda 41. Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine 42. The Lutheran Ministerium and Synod--USA Emerging Relationships

1. Bangladesh Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church 2. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Belarus 3. Confessional Lutheran Church of Colombia 4. Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Cuba 5. Charismatic Anglican Church of Ecuador (has adopted Lutheranism; name to be changed)

5 6. Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church 7. Himalayan Evangelical Lutheran Fellowship (Nepal) 8. Evangelical Lutheran Church Society (Norway) 9. Norwegian Lutheran Mission 10. Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rwanda 11. Lutheran Church of Rwanda 12. Lutheran Church in Singapore 13. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sudan and South Sudan 14. Lutheran Church of South Sudan 15. Confessional Lutheran Church in Switzerland 16. Lutheran Church of the Republic of China (Taiwan) 17. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania Ecumenical Relationships 1. Roman Catholic Church (The Vatican)

In addition, the LCMS also has 17 “Emerging Relationships” with Lutheran church bodies that we are getting to know but with which we do not yet have a formal relationship. Most of these have approached the LCMS out of a desire to share our solid, Biblical theology.

INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL REPORT (ilcouncil.org) Rev. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D., General Secretary

Background

The International Lutheran Council (ILC) celebrated its 25th anniversary as a council in September 2018. The ILC came into existence on September 8, 1993 when 23 Lutheran church leaders from around the world unanimously adopted the ILC Constitution in Antigua, Guatemala. The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) formally joined the ILC at the 1995 Synod Convention with Resolution 3-03A. The LCMS’ involvement with the ILC did not begin in 1993 but goes back at least 60 years when President Behnken gathered delegates from the mission churches of the Missouri Synod and a number of free churches in the ancient Hanseatic city of Uelzen, Germany from August 6-10, 1952. These people who met in Uelzen had just finished attending the second world assembly of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). For a variety of reasons, the founders of the proto-ILC did not believe they could join the Lutheran

6 World Federation in good conscience. This first meeting resulted in a number of free conferences being held and the creation of the International Lutheran Theological Conference. In 1975, the International Theological Conference changed its name to the International Lutheran Conference, and, in 1993, “Conference” was replaced by “Council.” The ILC’s roots reach back even into the 19th century, emerging from church bodies involved in The General Evangelical Lutheran Conference (Allgemeine evangelisch-lutherische Konferenz – AELK) of 1868 and the Synodical Conference. For a more detailed history of the International Lutheran Council please visit:

The ILC during the 20th century has graduated from a group of church bodies that held free conferences together to an informal organization that held conferences to an organization with a constitution. Each step took place with the desire to better serve Lutheran church bodies who believed that the Holy Scriptures are the inerrant, inspired Word of God and held firm commitments to the Lutheran Confessions. Since the LCMS’ convention in 2016, the ILC has taken another significant organizational step. In 2018, the ILC became incorporated as a nonprofit organization to better serve the member church bodies and to better meet the growing needs of Lutheran church bodies in the 21st century. During this same period, the ILC increased in membership with 17 new members for a total of 54 members around the world in September 2018. (For more information see: Most recently, the East of Lake Victoria Diocese-Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELVD-ELCT) joined the ILC as an observer. The significant factor in the ILC’s growth has been the ongoing realignment of world Lutheranism.

7

The Christian church over the past two millennia has experienced a number of heresies, as well as a number of schisms. The first great schism of the church occurred in 1054 AD when the Eastern churches under Constantinople and the Western churches under Rome split. The second great schism of the church happened at the Reformation in 1517, causing a split within the Roman Catholic Church that produced not only the Lutheran Church but the legion of Protestant church bodies in existence today. The church in the 21st century may well be on the third great division, caused by an ethical split over abortion, euthanasia, and homosexuality. As the mainline Protestant church bodies and some members of the Lutheran World Federation embrace same-sex marriage and the ordination of practicing homosexual clergy, there is a realignment of churches, particularly in the Global South. Churches in the Global South whose historic partners have embraced unscriptural positions on various ethical matters are seeking churches that hold to the traditional, scriptural position of the Christian church. As part of this realignment, many Lutheran church bodies—as well as some non-Lutheran church bodies— have approached the ILC. Although the churches from the North have provided aid and support to the churches of the Global South for the last couple of centuries, the day is rapidly approaching when the churches of the Global South might lend aid by providing pastors and missionaries to a Western world which has drifted into darkness.

Over the past three years, the ILC has been involved in an informal dialogue involving the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (PCPCU), a unit of The Vatican. This informal dialogue has involved discussions between theologians of both the Lutheran and Roman Catholic traditions. The majority of the ILC-PCPCU’s discussions have taken place in

8 Germany. After discussing a variety of topics, the ILC and PCPCU are expecting to release a final report in 2019.

In 2019, the ILC began the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, (See which seeks to help train future Lutheran leaders in theology and in practical skills such as budgeting and strategic planning. Each cohort will consist of 12 men, and there will be one cohort in each of the next 5 years. The Lutheran Leadership Development Program is done in partnership with Concordia Publishing House and Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne. In partnership with CPH, the ILC also published its first book, Breath of God, Yet Work of Man (see in the Lutheran Leadership Development Program series.

Over the past 25 years, the Lord has greatly blessed the ILC. The LCMS has played a crucial role, both in the development of and the support of the ILC. The LCMS’ membership in the ILC has been a blessing, and the ILC and its members have been a blessing to the LCMS. Many, but not all, of the ILC’s members are in altar and pulpit fellowship with the LCMS. It is important to remember that the ILC is not a communion or fellowship of church bodies but rather an association of churches which share a desire to strengthen world Lutheranism by holding to the inspired, inerrant Word of God and to the Book of Concord. The goals of the ILC include: 1. To further a united witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and strengthen its member churches in preaching the Gospel to the entire world; 2. To further united diaconic action through intentional acts and programs of mercy in response to human need and suffering; 3. To further theological study and the formation of qualified, orthodox, Lutheran pastors; and 4. To further peace and unity by mediating member disputes. The ILC is thankful for the LCMS’

9 membership, support, and leadership in world Lutheranism and prays for another 25 years of blessings from the Lord.




Top Lutheran Official Leaves Post

“Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod won’t say why; diplomat left”

Document 74 · Jesse Bogan, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Local section, p. A4, March 22, 2019.



The full text of this article is not reproduced here, for copyright reasons. The following is an original summary of its contents.

On March 22, 2019, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported that the Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III — then 46 and living in Manchester, Missouri — had left his position as director of church relations and assistant to the president of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, effective March 11, 2019. The synod did not state a reason for his departure, and a spokesman said the church does not comment on personnel matters; a statement from its human-resources office acknowledged his valuable contributions and expressed regret that his employment had ended. The article described Collver’s prominence in the synod — a widely traveled Lutheran scholar sometimes called “Mini Matt” for his closeness to President Matthew Harrison — recounting that after Harrison’s 2010 election Collver became his assistant and the executive responsible for relations with other Lutheran church bodies, and that in 2012 he was additionally named general secretary of the International Lutheran Council, an association of 53 confessional Lutheran church bodies. His wife, Terra, declined to comment beyond the synod’s statement.
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[DATE]

[Church Leader and Church]

Greetings in Jesus’ name from The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod! We pray this finds you well.

It is my pleasure to inform you that LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison would like to invite you (or your representative) to attend the 67th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as an observer. The convention will take place July 20–25, 2019, at the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Florida.

The convention’s theme, “Joy:fully Lutheran — Rejoice, Pray, Give Thanks” is based on 1 Thess. 5:16–18: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

We treasure our relationship with you and would be honored to have you attend this important event. Please email your response to this invitation to Darin Storkson, assistant director of Church Relations (darin.storkson@lcms.org). We look forward to hearing from you even if you cannot attend. If you are able to accept this invitation, please include in your response whether or not you require our assistance with lodging. Otherwise, we will assume that you are making your own lodging arrangements.

Please note that we are regrettably unable to pay for the cost of your travel. We will also be unable to help with lodging arrangements.

We hope you can accept this invitation to the 67th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Blessings in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver, Ph.D. Director of Church Relations Assistant to the President
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concordia historical institute 45th annual awards banquet and annual meeting friday, november koburg hall concordia seminary saint louis

Since 1974 members of the Awards Committee of Concordia Historical Institute have considered recent American Lutheran historical works and authors. Awards are granted by the committee on behalf of CHI to individuals, congregations, agencies and boards in recognition of significant contributions to the field of Lutheran archives and history in North America. The certificates awarded for this year are for works published in 2018.

CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE FORTY-FIFTH AWARDS BANQUET with ANNUAL MEETING Welcome and Invocation Dr. John Wohlrabe, Jr., President, CHI Board of Governors Mealtime Hymn “Come, Lord Jesus” Dinner The CHI Awards Program and Introductions Dr. Daniel Harmelink, Executive Director, for Mr. David Fiedler, Awards Committee Chair, and President, LCMS Foundation Presentation of Awards of Commendation Awards Committee Members Presentation of Distinguished Service Award and Essay Presentation Remembering and Rejoicing: Reflections on the 150th Anniversary of Concordia Publishing House Dr. Paul McCain Publisher and Executive Director of Editorial, with Dr. Bruce Kintz President and Chief Executive Officer, and Mr. Jonathan Schultz Vice-President and Corporate Counsel Annual Meeting Director’s Report Appreciation for CHI Board Members Completing their Time of Service Commendation presented to the Family of Mrs. Phyllis Duensenberg Closing Hymn “Abide with Me”

CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE FORTY-FIFTH AWARDS BANQUET with ANNUAL MEETING Dr. Daniel Harmelink presents the following award: MAJOR PUBLICATION Vorlaender, Hermann. Church in Motion: The History of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission in Bavaria. Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2018. Commendation: To Hermann Vorlaender, who’s work has done a tremendous service for historians and others who wish to understand the impact of the mission work originating in Neuendettelsau, Bavaria with Wilhelm Loehe and the influence it had on the spread of Lutheranism in North America and around the world. Response: During my service as mission director of the Bavarian Lutheran Church I got acquainted with the life and work of Wilhelm Löhe (1808–1872). I was fascinated by his commitment to the Lutheran faith, missionary work and diaconia. Since retirement I started my research and published my book. Inner and outer mission move the church to cross boundaries. I am thankful to receive the award which is also a tribute to Löhe as a witness to the “one church of God in motion.” Ms. Constance Seddon presents the following award: AUTOBIOGRAPHY / MEMOIR Scaer, David P. Surviving the Storms: Memoirs of David P.

Scaer. Ft. Wayne, Indiana: Luther Academy, 2018. Commendation: To David P. Scaer for Surviving the Storms: Memoirs of David P. Scaer. This fascinating memoir represents an invaluable insight into a Lutheran church body during a troublesome period in its history, told by one who had unique gifts and opportunity to witness and record it for the benefit of future generations. Response: Over time I placed various items in boxes and later sorted them into chapters. To fill in the gaps, I took what others wrote. Combining different literary forms from different sources was form citicism in reverse. According to redaction criticism, an editor offers a unified theological narrative. Surviving the Storms preserves what otherwise would be lost. Borrowing a phrase from Benedict XVI, Surviving the Storms was a personal journey. Dr. Rodney Rathmann presents the following award: FAMILY HISTORY / BIOGRAPHY Lindsay, Debra J. Maria Martin’s World: Art and Science, Faith and Family in Audubon’s America. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2018. Commendation: To Debra J. Lindsay for Maria’s World: Art and Science, Faith and Family in Audubon’s America, a richly illustrated chronicle of the life and work of Maria Martin, a Lutheran pastor’s wife in the 19th-century south and John James Audubon’s only female background painter. Response: Thank you for this award. I am pleased to accept it for many reasons, but especially because it acknowledges the importance of following evidence wherever it leads. Faith and family were the underpinnings of all that Maria Martin did, and her life is yet another example of how science must be studied in context.

Benjamin Nickodemus presents the following award: FICTIONALIZED HISTORY Schumm, Katherine Edwins. Amen: Doorway to China. CreateSpace Publishing, 2018. Commendation: To Katherine Edwins Schumm, for Amen: Doorway to China, a fictionalized history of the first Augustana Synod missionaries to China that paints striking portaits of the family life of Lutheran missionaries in early 20th century China. Response: My dad wrote daily of his life in China. It took me six years to save these stories. Rev. August William Edwin’s faith and Alfreda Anderholm’s courage were my inspiration every day. Faith was their cornerstone. It was faith that bolstered them for 42 years. I hope their story inspires others. This award belongs to them. I only add my AMEN. Dr. Mark Ruff presents the following awards: INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY Johnson, Richard O. Changing World, Changeless Christ: The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 1914–2014. Delhi, New York: ALPB Books, 2018. Commendation: To Richard O. Johnson, for Changing World, Changeless Christ: The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 1914–2014, a masterful grasp of the byzantine world of American Lutheranism in the 20th century, drawing on relentless archival work it does not eschew difficult historical questions but makes an honest effort to analize major conflicts that bedeviled American Lutherans over the last 100 years. Response: It was an honor to be asked to take on the centennial history of the ALPB, an important window into the

larger scope of American Lutheran history. It is equally an honor to be recognized for this work by Concordia Historical Institute, where I spent many enjoyable hopurs doing the research. I couldn’t have done it without CHI’s fine collection and staff! REFERENCE WORK (TRANSLATION) Carver, Matthew, transl. Lutheran Prayer Companion. Saint Louis, Missouri: Concordia Publishing House, 2018. Commendation: To Matthew Carver, for Lutheran Prayer Companion, a splendid translation of Lutheran hymns and prayers. Skillfully bringing to the English-speaking world this companion to the first Missouri Synod hymnal is a major undertaking, and one worthy of a commendation by the Institute. Response: Lutheran Prayer Companion is a “sequel” to Walther’s Hymnal, which made it only natural for me to take on. How gratifying to see it receive the same recongnition! I pray these treasures of our church may continue to enrich us through Jesus Christ. Dr. Thomas Egger presents the following award: REGIONAL HISTORY Donlon, Regina. German and Irish Immigrants in the Midwestern United States, 1850–1900. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018. Commendation: To Regina Donlon, for German and Irish Immigrants in the Midwestern United States, 1850–1900, a broad-ranging comparison of the German and Irish immigrant communities in St. Louis, Missouri, and Ft. Wayne, Indiana, in terms of their experiences of immigration and settlement and the characterisitics of their economic, cultural, religious, and political involvements during the late

19th century, providing important perspective and historical context for our understanding of Lutheran history in America. Response: It is with great humility that I accept this award from the Concordia Historical Institute. The richness of the LCMS archive enabled me to examine the German immigrant experience from a unique perspective. The time I spent at CHI undoubtedly added texture to my understanding of the nineteenth-century German-American experience. Mr. David Berger presents the following award: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Collver III, Albert B. “Brief History of the International Lutheran Council.” in International Lutheran Council 26th Conference: September 25–28, 2018. pages 18–26. Commendation: To Albert B. Collver III, for “Brief History of the International Lutheran Council,” a succinct overview of the International Lutheran Council that places its formation firmly in the larger historical framework of the annals of Lutheranism, including previous cooperative arrangements among Confessional Lutheran church bodies and culminating in an overview of ILC goals and cooperative activities in recent years. Response: I Dr. Rodney Rathmann presents the following award: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Farney, Kirk D. “ ‘A [Radio] Tower of Strength:’ Walter A. Maier, Broadcasting, and Gospel Proclamation.” in Lutheran Mission Matters 26:2 (2018). Commendation: To Kirk D. Farney, for the article “ ‘A [Radio] Tower of Strength:’ Walter A. Maier, Broadcasting, and

Gospel Proclamation,” a faithful and inspiring account of the Maier fulfillment of his vision to bring the Gospel to people in homes in America and around the world through newly emerging radio technology. Response: The cultural and ecclesiastical influence of Christian radio during national calamities of the Depression, World War II, and the early Cold War cannot be overstated. The pioneering leadership of Walter A. Maier was at the center of these Gospel-proclaiming endeavors. I am honored by Concordia Historical Institute’s recognition of my article, which would not have been possible without the Institute’s human and archival resources. Ms. Constance Seddon presents the following award: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Jacobson, Thomas E. “The Forgotten Fate of Hauge’s Synod.” in Lutheran Forum 52:3 (2018). Commendation: To Thomas E. Jacobson for the article “The Forgotten Fate of Hauge’s Synod,” a well-written and researched article documenting the rise and fall of the small minority group of Norwegian-American Lutherans known as Hauge’s Synod. The article provides valuable background and insight into a relatively little-known aspect of NorwegianAmerican Lutheran history. Response: I am honored once again to receive the Award of Commendation from Concordia Historical Institute for my work in American Lutheran history. My article in Lutheran Forum is essentially a summary of my dissertation, which was completed last year. It was a joy to bring to light the small but highly influential tradition of Hauge’s Synod. Benjamin Nickodemus presents the following award:

ARTICLE / CHAPTER Richmann, Christopher J. “American Lutheran Youth Ministry after World War II and Lutheranism Today.” Lutheran Quarterly 32:4 (2018). Commendation: To Christopher J. Richmann, for the article “American Lutheran Youth Ministry after World War II and Lutheranism Today,” a well-suported, academically important study on the rise of the modern youth movement after World War II. Response: The key insights for this study came from the reflections from leaders and the materials used in youth ministry, such as songs and leader guides. The major themes—social progressivism, psychology, and pietism— exert influence on wider Lutheraism today. This award is a recognition that the experiences of and attitudes toward youth provide a fuller picture of religious cultures. QQQ presents the following awards: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Schurb, Ken R. “Devices and Structure in the Radio Sermons of Oswald Hoffmann.” in Concordia Pulpit Resources 28:2 (2018). Commendation: To Ken Schurb, for the article “Devices and Structure in the Radio Sermons of Oswald Hoffmann,” highlighting noteworthy techniques and strategies in the organization and typical style of sermons by popular Lutheran Hour Speaker, Dre. Oswald Hoffman. Response: For years I have been struck by Oswald Hoffmann as a radio preacher. I’ve collected paper copies of about half of his Lutheran Hour sermons. As I listened to old tapes of him, which I as a teenager had recorded from the radio, this article took shape. It wrote itself!

QQQ presents the following awards: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Stevens, Robert Allan. “Lutheran Fault Lines at Mid-Century: Charles Anderson and Asgar College.” in Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly 91:4 (2018). Commendation: To Robert Allan Stevens, for the article “Lutheran Fault Lines at Mid-Century,” an account of Charles Anderson and the Swedish-American Ansgar College which existed between 1874 and 1884, illustrating the challenge of inter-Lutheran denominational and cultural conflicts in the last quarter of the 19th century. Response: I Rodney Rathmann presents the following awards: ARTICLE / CHAPTER Stohs, Anita Reith. “Letters from the Heart of Texas: A Seminary Student’s Vicarage Year in South Central Texas.” in Concordia Historical Institute Quarterly 91:2 (2018). Commendation: To Anita Reith Stohs, for the article “Letters from the Heart of Texas: A Seminary Student’s Vicarage Year in South Central Texas,” a fresh, engaging look at ministry in the rural South during the 1930s. Response: “Don’t throw this box away,” my father told my mother. She told me the same. When I finally opened the box, I was astonished to find, among other family papers, the letters that led to this article, providing a window into the heart and faith of my father’s Depression-era, Texas-vicarage parishoners. Mr. David Berger presents the following award:

ARTICLE / CHAPTER Stohs, Christopher. “Defending Deutschtum.” in Yearbook of German-American Studies 52 (2018). Commendation: To Christopher Stohs, for the article “Defending Deutschtum.” A precis of a doctrinal dissertation in process, this article centers on the coverage of the Wisconsin “Bennett Law” in a German newspaper. The legislation, which mandated the use of the English language in schools, is placed in the context of the law’s perceived threats, not only to German cultural heritage, but also to Lutheran and Catholic parochial education. Response: Wisconsin’s Bennett Law controversy inflamed a number of perennial issues in American history, including the role of Church and State in American education, politics, and assimilation. I hope that my article and coming dissertation lead others to investigate this issue and to explore for themselves this country’s forgotten German-American newspapers.

AWARDS COMMITTEE Mr. David Fiedler, Chair, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Rodney Rathmann, Secretary, St. Louis, Missouri Mr. David Berger, St. Louis, Missouri Rev. Thomas Egger, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Mark Ruff, St. Louis, Missouri Ms. Constance Seddon, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Carl Springer, Edwardsville, Illinois Mr. Benjamin Nickodemus, St. Louis, Missouri BOARD OF GOVERNORS Dr. John Wohlrabe, Jr., President, St. Francis, Wisconsin Dr. Frederic Baue, Vice President, St. Louis, Missouri Ms. Constance Seddon, Secretary, St. Louis, Missouri Mr. Ronald Stahlberg, Treasurer, Waverly, Iowa Mrs. Phyllis Duesenberg, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Ken Krueger, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Cameron MacKenzie, Fort Wayne, Indiana Mr. David Millar, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. John Sias, St. Louis, Missouri Dr. Lawrence Rast, Jr., Fort Wayne, Indiana (Advisory) Mr. Larry Lumpe (Advisory) STAFF Dr. Daniel Harmelink, Executive Director Mr. Mark Bliese, Technical Support and Research Assistant Mr. David Cario, Special Projects Assistant Mrs. Anna Horton, Library Cataloger Rev. Jonathan Lange, Research Assistant Mrs. Kristen Muehler, Bookkeeper and Guest Relations Mr. Benjamin Nickodemus, Research Assistant Mrs. Peg Robson, Archiving Assistant Rev. Todd Zittlow, Archivist Dr. John Wohlrabe, Jr., Editor-in-Chief, CHIQ
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Rev. Collver Installed As Pastor At St. Paul’s

Document 77 · Times-Tribune (Troy, Missouri), p. 6, November 19, 2020.



The full text of this article is not reproduced here, for copyright reasons. The following is an original summary of its contents.

The Troy Times-Tribune announced that the Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III had been installed as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Troy on August 16, 2020. The notice reviewed his career in Lutheran ministry — including service as Senior Managing Director of the International Lutheran Society of Wittenberg, general and executive secretary of the International Lutheran Council, and director of church relations and assistant to the president in the LCMS president’s office in St. Louis — and noted his teaching as an adjunct professor in the Concordia University system. It listed several of his publications from Concordia Publishing House and other presses, and closed with St. Paul’s weekly service times and an invitation to the Troy community.




Protocol Document ELFCD - LCMS signed 2020 Nov14

Document 78 · 2020-11-14 · Agenda
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MAL504 Lutheran Mission Eccelsiology Ecumenism

Document 79 · 2022-11-18 · Narrative



1 MAL504 Lutheran Mission, Ecclesiology, and Ecumenism

November 7 – November 18, 2022 At St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Troy, IL

The Rev. Albert Collver, Ph.D. acollver@saintpaulstroy.org

I. Course Description

The course will examine the history and theology of mission in relationship to the ecclesiology of the mission sending agencies and the resultant ecclesiology and ecumenism in the planted church. The Biblical teaching and the teaching from the Lutheran Confessions will instruct the participants regarding the doctrine of the church, how churches relate to one another and the mission of the church, providing participants with the tools to evaluate and confess in the present missional and ecumenical contexts.

II. Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to: a) Articulate the doctrine of the church from the Scriptures and as confessed in the Book of Concord; b) Explain the relationship between ecclesiology, mission, and ecumenism; c) Teach the doctrine of the church and its connection to mission and other church bodies (ecumenism) to pastors and lay people within the context of their church body. d) Engage in contemporary discussions about ecclesiology, mission, and ecumenism, especially as it relates to the Lutheran World Federation and the International Lutheran Council. e) Grow as theologians who can evaluate and address fellowship issues in the contemporary environment. f) Grow as church leaders who will be able to interact with various Lutheran church bodies and identify and address fellowship issues that might arise.

III. Learning Materials (Download Here

a) Holy Scriptures & the Greek New Testament b) Concordia, The Lutheran Confession: A Reader’s Edition of the Book of Concord, Second Edition, ed. Paul Timothy McCain (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2005, 2006).

2 c) Bosch, D. J. (1991). Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Orbis Books. d) Collver, A. B. (2010). Origin of the Term Laity. Logia, XIX(4), 5–12. e) Collver, A. B. (2016). Satis est: AC VII as the Hermeneutical Key to the Augsburg Confession. Concordia Theological Quarterly, Collver, A. B. (2016). A Review and Comment of the Self-Understanding of the Lutheran Communion. Journal of Lutheran Mission, 3(2), 46–54. g) Collver, A. B. (2015). Augustana VII: The Church and Fellowship. Journal of Lutheran Mission, 2(5), 38–44. h) Guder, D. L. (1998). Missional Theology for a Missionary Church. Journal for Preachers, 22(1), 3–11. i) Newbigin, L. (1970). Mission to Six Continents. In A History of the Ecumenical Movement (pp. 171–197). Westminster Press. j) Vicedom, G. F. (1965). The Mission of God: An Introduction to a Theology of Mission (W. J. Danker, Ed.; G. A. Thiele & D. Hilgendorf, Trans.). Concordia Publishing House. k) Warneck, G. A. (1901). Outline of a History of Protestant Missions from the Reformation to the Present Time (G. Robson, Ed.; Authorized). Fleming H Revell Company. l) Ziegler, R. F. (2014). Doctrinal unity and church fellowship. Concordia Theological Quarterly, 78(3–4), 59–79. IV. Tentative Schedule and Assignments Daily Schedule: • Morning Session o 8:30–10:00 am Class o 10:00–10:30 am Chapel o 10:30–11:00 am Coffee Break o 11:00–12:30 noon Class • Afternoon Session o 1:30–3:00 pm Class o 3:00–3:30 pm Coffee Break o 3:30–5:00 pm Class

Tentative General Schedule Morning Masaki 1 Collver 2 Masaki 3 Collver 4 Masaki 5 Afternoon Collver 1 Masaki 2 Collver 3 Masaki 4 Collver 5

Morning Collver 6 Masaki 7 Collver 8 Grad Th Forum Masaki 9 Afternoon Masaki 6 Collver 7 Masaki 8 Commencement Collver 9 Evening Banquet

3 Sessions I & II — The Mission of the Church Biblical & Confessional Texts

1. Introduction a. Class Introduction and Welcome b. Mission and the Church 2. Biblical Text — The Great Commission, Matthew 28:16 – 20.

4 3. The Church in 1 Corinthians.

4. A Review of AC VII & Apology VII

5. Preparation for the session. a. Read Matthew 28 in Greek. b. Read the book of 1 Corinthians in English or Native Language. c. Read AC VII & Apology VII. d. Read the Following by Session 2:

Collver, A. B. (2010). Origin of the Term Laity. Logia, XIX (4), 5–12. Collver, A. B. (2016). Satis est: AC VII as the Hermeneutical Key to the Augsburg Confession. Concordia Theological Quarterly, 80(3–4), 217– 229.

e. For Session II students will be prepared to begin class with a discussion about what engaged them regarding the doctrine of the church. f. For Session III students will prepare a brief paper on what engaged them with the doctrine of church with implications for missions and ecumenism: v 500-750 Words v Single-spaced, double-spaced between paragraphs v Font to use is Times New Romans with size 11 v Leave margins of each corner: 1 inch or 2.5 cm v No right justification v MS Word Format v Turn in via email: acollver@saintpaulstroy.org g. Discussion Topics (also possible paper topics). v What is the Church? v Where is the Church Found? v What are the marks of the church? v What are the verbs in Matthew 28:16-20? v How Does St. Paul Describe the Church? v What are some of the problems Paul describes? v Where did the term laity come from? v What is the relationship between laity and clergy? v How can the clergy abuse the church? (By this I do not mean bad morals.) v How can the laity abuse the church?

5 Session III & IV The Problem with Lutheran Missions

1. Read the Following: a) Warneck, G. A. (1901). Outline of a History of Protestant Missions from the Reformation to the Present Time (G. Robson, Ed.; Authorized). Fleming H Revell Company. b) Bosch, D. J. (1991). Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Orbis Books. 2. Discussion Questions: v Look at and evaluate the Scripture Passages Warneck Uses to Support Missions: Eph 3:1-12; Matt 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21. v According to Warneck —What are the three stages of Mission? v According to Warneck —What are the phases of Mission as described in history? v What is Warneck’s Assessment of Missionary Activity during the Reformation? v According to Warneck, what was Luther’s view of mission? v How does Warneck view the Reformed view of mission? v Did the view of Mission change during the time of Orthodoxy? v What were some mission endeavors during the age of Orthodoxy? v How does Bosch view mission during the Reformation? v What is Bosch’s view of AC VII?

Sessions V - VII The Mission of God —Sending

1. Read the Following: v Vicedom, G. F. (1965). The Mission of God: An Introduction to a Theology of Mission (W. J. Danker, Ed.; G. A. Thiele & D. Hilgendorf, Trans.). Concordia Publishing House. v Newbigin, L. (1970). Mission to Six Continents. In A History of the Ecumenical Movement (pp. 171–197). Westminster Press. v Guder, D. L. (1998). Missional Theology for a Missionary Church. Journal for Preachers, 22(1), 3–11. 2. Discussion Questions: v Where did the “theology of mission” or missio dei theology begin? v How is missio dei seen as the solution to imperialistic missions? v How is “sending” directly connected to “missio dei”? v How is “election” connected to “missio dei”? v How is “apostle” and the “apostolic office” connected to “missio dei”? v What does it mean that “God is a missionary God”? v What is the role of Baptism in the “missio dei”? v What is the role of the Lord’s Supper the “missio dei”?

6 v What was the crisis in missions? v Why is “missio dei” seen as a church-centric model? v How is “missio dei” seen as essential for church unity and fellowship? v What is the distinction between evangelism and mission? v What theologian greatly influenced the development of “missio dei”? v What is meant by the phrase, “The church does not do mission but the church is mission?”

Sessions VIII – IX Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Church, Mission, and Ecumenism —AC VII

Resources for class: v Ziegler, R. F. (2014). Doctrinal unity and church fellowship. Concordia Theological Quarterly, 78(3–4), 59–79. v Kretzmann, M. (1965). The Self-Understanding of the Church. Concordia Theological Monthly, XXXVI (4), 230–238.

Discussion will wrap up class, define topics for final essay, and involve church specific situations.

V. Requirements

A. Basic Expectations:

1. Participants are expected to attend all classes. If absence from class becomes necessary, the participant must inform the instructor with a reason before that happens. Otherwise, the participant should expect some affect in his final grade.

2. Readings and Active Participation. Participants who do not speak up in class should expect a lower final grade, assuming that they are not diligent in reading assignments. The participants are asked to use their common sense in class discussion, so that no one would dominate the class conversation and make personal attacks of his classmates.

3. Use of Computer/Cell Phone etc. in Class: Since participants are expected to actively participate in the classroom discussion, except for note-taking and other occasions, the computer/smart phone, etc. is not needed. The participants who appear to visit websites or use the electronic devises during the class rather than to participate in it should expect a significantly lower final grade for the same reason.

B. Specific Requirements for This Class:

7

1. Begin reading the materials as outlined in the tentative daily schedule above. On the first day of the class, oral presentations of some of the materials will be assigned.

C. During the Sessions:

1. Show evidence of having prepared for the class. 2. Actively participate in the class discussion. 3. Write short answers to each of the guiding questions. We will use this as the basis of discussion in class and it will help you prepare for the takehome exam.

D. Post-Course Assignments:

1. A take-home exam to be delivered. The exam should be emailed to acollver@saintpaulstroy.org. Due date will be December 2, 2022. A paper that is submitted after this date will have one step lower grade (e.g. A to B+). 2. An essay in which each participant is asked to write on the following points: (a) Pick an aspect of the doctrine of the church, missions, or ecumenism, especially showing the interconnection to them, or how these themes have been implemented in your home church body, to write about. (b) Use the sources provided from your reading assignments. (c) Identify up to three most important theological issues facing your church (d) Have your topic approved by the instructor. He can assist you with additional resources if needed.

3. Stylistic matters of this essay: (a) The paper will be around 2,000 words in length, single-spaced, double-spaced between paragraphs, font size #12, Times New Romans, margin 1 inch all four corners. (b) Do not forget adding your name, the date submitted the paper, page number in each page, and the final word count at the end. (c) Due date will be December 12, 2022. The paper should be emailed to acollver@saintpaulstroy.org (d) A paper that is submitted after this date will have one step lower grade (e.g. A to B+).

8 4. Grading:

a. First Essay (15%) b. Active Participation in Class (15%) c. Quizzes and Oral Presentations (10%) d. A Take-Home Exam (30%) e. A Post-Course Essay (30%)

5. Consultation — The participants are encouraged to contact the instructor on any questions and concerns of the class during the intensive weeks. If desired and needed, the participant may make an appointment with the instructor for consultation. Before and after the sessions, the instructor may be reached through emails.
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LLDP Graduation in Troy
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News Posts tagged: Albert Collver Dr. Masaki speaks during the commencement ceremony. Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III gives the commencement address. Dr. Albert Collver and Dr. Naomichi Masaki led chapel and taught classes during the November 2022 sessions. Dr. Collver, with the members of St. Paul’s in Troy, were gracious hosts, as Dr. Masaki presided over the commencement ceremony. First graduates for Lutheran Leadership Development Program by Mathew Block | Jan 12, 2023 Following the commencement service. The four graduates—President/Bishop John Donkoh, General Secretary Teshome Amenu, Deputy Bishop Helmut Paul, and Bishop Emmanuel Makala—pose in front, along with other participants in the LLDP, some of the LLDP’s teaching faculty (Dr. Collver, Dr. Masaki, Prof. Pless, Dr. Quill), and Dr. Carl Rockroah (Zion Lutheran in Ridgeville Corners, Ohio and former LCMS missionary to Ghana, South Africa, and Ethiopia). USA – The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP) celebrated its first commencement ceremony following its most recent session November 8–19, 2022 in Troy, Illinois. The ceremony took place November 17 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Troy. “It is a great joy to recognize the accomplishment of the first graduates of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program,” said Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki, LLDP Director. “I commend them for their achievement of this Certificate of Theology in Lutheran Leadership, because, despite their demanding ministry context as church leaders back home, they have been diligent in their studies and have accomplished the goals for which the program was created. I pray the Lord of the church to continue to bless them as He uses the confessional Lutheran theology and practical skills that they have acquired in the LLDP in the service of ecclesial leadership in their home church bodies.” Four graduates were awarded the Certificate of Theology in Lutheran Leadership on behalf of the International Lutheran Council (ILC). In addition to completing coursework on church leadership in various areas, each also wrote a graduation thesis as a culminating exercise. Each was provided a thesis advisor from the LLDP teaching faculty. Their theses were approved by the advisor as well as Dr. Masaki who served as a reader for all four theses. The graduates include: President/Bishop John Donkoh (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana – ELCG) – Thesis: “Why are Some Hermeneutical Approaches Problematic, Even When Using the Bible?: A Consideration of the Proper Principles of Biblical Interpretation.” (Advisor: Rev. Dr. Charles Gieschen, Provost of CTSFW) Bishop Emmanuel Makala (South East of Lake Victoria Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania – SELVD-ELCT) – Thesis: “The Dodoma Statement: An Evaluation of the Position Statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania Regarding Same-Sex Marriage.” (Advisor: Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III, former ILC General Secretary) Deputy Bishop Helmut Paul (Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa – FELSISA) – Thesis: “According to our Lutheran Confessions, Is Confession and Absolution—be it in a Corporate Service or Private Confession with the Pastor—a Prerequisite for Receiving the Lord’s Supper?” (Advisor: Rev. Prof. John T. Pless, CTSFW). General Secretary Teshome Amenu (Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus – EECMY)– Thesis: “An Analysis of the 1969 Agreement on the Integration Policy between the Mission Partners and the EECMY in the Light of Augsburg Confession, Article VII.” (Advisor: Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III, former ILC General Secretary) Participant Response The four graduates. From left to right: President Donkoh (ELCG), Deputy Bishop Paul (FELSISA), General Secretary Amenu (EECMY), and Bishop Makala (SELVD-ELCT). The graduates praised the knowledge and skills they had learned as a result of the program. “I’m privileged to be among the first batch of students who successfully completed the LLDP,” noted President/Bishop John Donkoh of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana. “This program has been an eye opener for me in many ways. Lutheran churches around the world, particularly in Africa, need assistance in leadership and theological education, particularly in leadership development for current and future leaders in the areas of Lutheran identity and confessions.” “It is my prayer and hope that this program will continue and that more church leaders on the continent would have such opportunities to acquire leadership training,” said President Donkoh, who was also elected in 2022 to serve as secretary of the International Lutheran Council. Deputy Bishop Helmut Paul of the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa said that the LLDP provided him time to reflect on concrete problems and challenges in his home church. “It was of an immense value to have had opportunities to discuss and collaborate with professors and esteemed colleagues about their solutions,” he noted. Bishop Emmanuel Makala of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania’s South East of Lake Victoria Diocese reflected that the LLDP was “an overwhelming experience.” “The quality and contents of the program were deep and practical,” he explained. “It exceeded my expectation. I enjoyed everything—except for cold weather, frequent cancellation of flights and jet lags, and deadline pressure for assignments!” LLDP participants visit with President Tom Egger during a trip to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. General Secretary Teshome Amenu of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus concurred with his colleagues on the benefits of the LLDP. He also remarked that another big benefit of the program was the connections made with leadership of other Lutheran church bodies. “Getting to know them and becoming friends can never happen by meetings,” he said. “We are not isolated. Together we are committed and pledged to exercise confessional leadership in our Lutheran churches in Africa. Particularly meaningful was the fact that selected individuals represented the largest Lutheran church bodies around the world.” “For me, the LLDP was the best program I have ever attended for higher theological studies,” General Secretary Amenu continued. “The program has already started to impact my church body in a special way. We have now designed a leadership capacity development project in which we train leaders of our church at all levels: head office, synods, parishes, and congregations.” Additional students from the first cohort of students in the LLDP are expected to complete their studies in 2023, when the LLDP will welcome a new group of students into the program. During the commencement, letters of congratulations from ILC Chairman Juhana Pohjola (Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland), as well as from LLDP Council member, President Dr. Lawrence Rast of CTSFW, were also read. Christ, Not Leaders, Sustains His Church Serving as commencement speaker for the event was Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III, who helped to found the program during his tenure as General Secretary of the ILC. “As leaders of the church, the task in front of you can seem overwhelming,” he said to the graduates. “You may not feel up to the task. Politics within your church can seem daunting or even make you wonder if the church even exists in this place or if these people around me are Christians.” “You have been placed where you are to serve your Lord and your church, to be His instruments to guide and lead His church in the way of the Gospel,” he continued. “Jesus has promised you that He will never leave you nor forsake you. But He also has not given you the task to save His church. Jesus is the Saviour of His people. Jesus is the Saviour of His Church.” “We do not bear that burden,” Dr. Collver stressed. “He has not given us that burden to bear. Yet graciously our Lord Jesus still gives us the privilege to work and serve in His church where He uses us according to His own purpose. Yet the responsibility is His to protect and guard and preserve the church here on earth. He calls us to remain faithful to His confession, to study His Word, and to serve Him where He has called and placed us. There is great comfort in knowing that the Lord makes use of us though we are not responsible for the future of the church. The future of the church belongs solely to Jesus.” As Dr. Masaki conducted the commencement, he also recounted the history of the program, discussed its Student Learning Outcomes, and expressed his gratitude to the LLDP Council, ILC, and other supporters of the program, especially Concordia Publishing House (CPH), Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana (CTSFW), and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). The LLDP is a program of the ILC initiated in partnership with CPH, CTSFW, and the LCMS, and the ILC is grateful for the support of all its partners in this important endeavor. Studies in the LLDP Commencement Day at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Troy, Illinois, during a break from the thesis forum. Left to right: Dr. Bruce Kintz, former President and CEO of Concordia Publishing House; Dr. Timothy Quill, ILC General Secretary; Dr. Yohana Nzelu, Assistant Bishop (Bishop Elect) of South East of Lake Victoria Diocese, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (SELVD-ELCT); Dr. Daniel Mono, District Pastor (Assistant Bishop Elect) of SELVDELCT; Dr. Emmanuel Makala, Bishop of SELVD-ELCT; Rev. Helmut Paul, Deputy Bishop of Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA); Rev. Teshome Amenu, General Secretary of Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY); Rev. John Donkoh, President/Bishop of Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana (ELCG); Rev. Modise Maragelo, Bishop of Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (LCSA); Dr. Bruk Ayele, President of Mekane Yesus Seminary (EECMY); Dr. Denis Rakotozafy, President of Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM); Rev. Mandla Thwala, Deputy Bishop of LCSA; Tsegahun Assefa, Former Director of Children and Youth (EECMY); Dr. Albert Collver, Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School, former General Secretary of ILC; and Dr. Naomichi Masaki, Director of LLDP, Professor of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne (CTSFW). The LLDP is a graduate-level program of the ILC dedicated to equipping confessional Lutheran leaders around the world with the theological and practical knowledge necessary to effectively serve their church bodies. The first cohort of students accepted into the program all hail from Africa, and began their studies in 2019. The program has seen participants gather for studies in Wittenberg, Germany; Fort Wayne, Indiana; and Troy, Illinois. Courses and their instructors included: 1. Theology of the Lutheran Confessions – Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (LLDP Director, CTSFW) 2. World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement – Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (ILC General Secretary) 3. History of the Lutheran Church – Rev. Dr. Lawrence Rast (CTSFW) 4. Lutheran Hermeneutics – Rev. Dr. Charles Gieschen (CTSFW) 5. Ecclesial and Organizational Leadership – Archbishop Dr. Christian Ekong (LCN) 6. Responding to Contemporary Issues and Neo-Pentecostalism – Rev. Prof. John Pless (CTSFW) 7. The Lord’s Supper – Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (LLDP Director, CTSFW) 8. Liturgy and Lutheran Hymnody – Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill (ILC General Secretary) 9. Strategic Planning and Task Management – Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Skopak (Grace Lutheran Church and School, Jacksonville, Florida) 10. Budgeting and Financial Accountability – President Dr. Roger Paavola (LCMS, Mid-South District) 11. The Office of the Holy Ministry – Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki 12. Lutheran Mission, Ecclesiology, and Ecumenism – Rev. Dr. Albert Collver The program has also seen the publication of three books through Concordia Publishing House during the period of the first cohort: Charles Schaum and Albert Collver, Breath of God, Yet Work of Man: Scripture, Philosophy, Dialogue, and Conflict. Christian O. Ekong, Strengthening Integrity and Accountability in Church Leadership. Victor C. Pfitzner, Led by the Spirit: How Charismatic is New Testament Christianity? The LLDP plans to publish additional monographs on such topics as strategic planning and accountability in biblical stewardship. LLDP Support LLDP participants meet with Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, Executive Director of the LCMS Commission on Theology and Church Relations, and Dr. Rick Serina, Associate Executive Director, during a visit to The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod’s International Center in St. Louis, Missouri. You can support the work of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program by making a donation online. You can also mail a donation by cheque to: International Lutheran Council PO Box 10149 Fort Wayne, Indiana 46850 USA ——————— Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (left) and Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt (centre) bring greetings to the gathering on behalf of the International Lutheran Council. Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt presents on International Relations and the International Lutheran Council. Latvia celebrates 25th anniversary of Archbishop’s consecration; ILC brings greetings, addresses Eastern European bishops conference by Mathew Block | Aug 31, 2018 Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the consecration of Archbishop Jānis Vanags of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. (Photo: Ulda Muzikanta) LATVIA – The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia (Latvijas Evaņģēliski Luteriskā Baznīca – LELB/ELCL) celebrated the 25 anniversary of the consecration of Archbishop Jānis Vanags in a special jubilee service in the Cathedral of Riga, Latvia on August 29, 2018. The anniversary coincided with the ELCL’s General Pastors Conference as well as an international gathering of church leaders for the Eastern European and Scandinavian Bishops Conference. During the service, Archbishop Vanags preached on John 1:35-39, reflecting on Jesus’ call for all people to follow Him. “Jesus words ‘come and see’ are the most beautiful thing,” Archbishop Vanags said. “God calls. Jesus calls. He called me in my early childhood, during the Soviet era,” he reflected. “In an incredible way, He called me out of the darkness to Himself, to faith, and to ministry. It happens that God called me to serve in a unique way. But He also calls to every person, and every call is just as important... God’s call is your opportunity.” Jesus’ words to “come and see,” Archbishop Vanags noted, are an answer to the question of the disciples: “Teacher, where are you staying?” That matters, he said, because God is not to be found everywhere, but only where He has made His dwelling. “Our church is often accused of being too conservative,” Archbishop Vanags noted, and of holding too rigidly to its doctrinal stances. “But our church does nothing of the sort,” he said. Instead, it merely seeks to ask the same thing that the disciples asked: “Lord, where do you live?” The church is called to “come and see” Christ where He has revealed Himself to be. “Where is this place where Jesus lives?” Archbishop Vanags asked in conclusion. “Find it by listening to His preaching. For there, where Christ preaches, there is the Holy Christian church.... Let us listen again and again to hear the call of Jesus: ‘Come and see!’” The ILC brings greetings, addresses conferences Bishop Hans-Jörg Voigt, the Bishop of Germany’s Independent Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELK) and Chairman of the International Lutheran Council (ILC), was present for the event, bringing greetings and congratulations to Archbishop Vanags and the Latvian church. Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Executive Secretary of the ILC, was also present, joining Bishop Voigt in bringing greetings on behalf of the International Lutheran Council. Both participated, along with numerous other church leaders, especially bishops from Eastern Europe, in the service of thanksgiving and prayer at the cathedral in Riga. During the ELCL’s General Pastors Conference, Bishop Voigt gave a lecture on “International Relations and the International Lutheran Council.” He began by noting the distinction between “nation” and “nationalism”—something all too necessary today. Anytime one adds a sense of superiority to our understanding of “nation,” he warned, then we descend into nationalism. Such “nationalism” must not govern church relationships, Bishop Voigt said. Instead, when it comes to the topic of international relations from the perspective of the International Lutheran Council, he said, we do better to focus on the theological concept of the “catholicity” of the Church. Bishop Voigt appealed to the definition of catholicity given by the church father Vincent of Lérins, as alluded to and supplemented by the Formula of Concord—namely, that “catholicity” means what has been believed at all times, in all places, and taught by all Scripture. Such an understanding of the church will not lead to confessional arrogance, Bishop Voigt noted, but rather to repentance and humility. Together with Dr. Collver, Bishop Voigt fielded questions about the International Lutheran Council from the pastors and bishops present. Both Bishop Voigt and Dr. Collver affirmed that they consider churches with dual membership in the International Lutheran Council and the Lutheran World Federation to be a valuable bridge between the two world organizations. Events continued the next day in Saldus, Latvia, with the Eastern European and Scandinavian Bishops’ Conference. A major focus of discussion was the future of theological education in Europe, and the possibility of combining resources to meet challenges in that area. Plans were discussed for future meetings in the coming year. Present this year were leaders from Latvia, Lithuania, Germany, Belarus, Ukraine, Russia, Norway, Finland, Sweden, and the United States. During the Bishop’s Conference, Dr. Collver presented on the “Present and Future of the International Lutheran Council.” He began with a brief overview of the ILC’s history before describing some of the ILC’s plans for the future. Among other topics, he noted the development of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program, an educational program which aims to assist Lutheran church bodies around the world in developing leaders who are competent in both solid confessional Lutheran theology as well as practical leadership skills. ——————— th SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Email address: Your email address SIGN UP RSS Feed World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE International Lutheran Council. All rights reserved.  World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE  About Us 3 Members 3 Seminaries 3 World Conferences 3 Resources 3 Signup for ILC updates
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Photographs from “LLDP Graduation in Troy” (2023-01-12).
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Dr. Charles Gieschen teaches on Lutheran Hermeneutics. LLDP participants enjoy dinner at the Masakis’. LLDP participants pose with instructor, Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, and LLDP Director, Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki. Front, left to right: Bishop Ambele Mwaipopo of the Lake Tanganyika Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (LTD-ELCT); Bishop Jackson Mushendwa of the Western Diocese of the ELCT (WD-ELCT); President Dr. Denis Rakotozafy of the Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM); Dr. Collver; Dr. Masaki. Back row: Bishop Johanesa Andriamanarinjato of the Fisakana Synod of the FLM; Deputy Bishop Boss Sebeelo of the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (LCSA); Bishop Dr. Yohana Nzelu of the South East of Lake Victoria Diocese of the ELCT (SELVD-ELCT); Rev. Dr. Yacob Godebo of Mekane Yesus Seminary of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (MYS-EECMY); and Rev. Martin Paul, Third Minister in the Synodical Council of the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA). USA – The Lutheran Leadership Development Program (LLDP) held its eighth session at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana (CTSFW) from November 6-17, 2023. This session offered courses on the ecumenical movement and hermeneutics. November’s classes also saw the LLDP welcome three new participants into the second cohort of students: Rev. Martin Paul of the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA), who serves as Third Minister in its Synodical Council; Rev. Ambele Mwaipopo, Bishop of the Lake Tanganyika Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (LTD-ELCT); and Rev. Jackson Mushendwa, Bishop of the Western Diocese of the ELCT (WD-ELCT). Rev. Dr. Albert Collver (left) and Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki (right) pose with new students Bishop Mwaipopo; Third Minister, Rev. Paul; and Bishop Mushendwa. The bishops hold copies of The Book of Concord, a gift from the LLDP. Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, former ILC General Secretary, taught “World Lutheranism and the Ecumenical Movement” during the first week. This is one of the most important courses the LLDP offers, helping participants to understand the history of their own church better, as well as the organizations that their churches belong to. They also learn about church fellowship from a confessional Lutheran perspective. One bishop called the class “perfect,” saying it “has helped me to be capable of understanding and teaching what fellowship really is.” Another participant expressed gratitude for the “clear understanding” the instruction had brought him “in terms of church fellowship in the ecumenical context.” Dr. Collver was pleased with the outcome of the class, observing that students had “increased their understanding of the Lutheran confession of fellowship” and “are resolved to teach this in their church bodies and dioceses.” His presentation, which contrasted the ILC’s understanding of fellowship with the liberal model taught by other world groups, encouraged participants to remain faithful to the confessional Lutheran position, articulated especially in Article 7 of the Augsburg Confession. Dr. Charles Gieschen, CTSFW’s Provost, taught the second class of the November session: “Lutheran Hermeneutics.” The course enables participants to understand and criticize recent directions in biblical interpretation from a confessional Lutheran perspective, including the historical-critical method and several reader-oriented trends in hermeneutics. “The course has been inspiring,” one participant noted. “Professor Gieschen was great in pinpointing key areas of importance in hermeneutics both in history and practice. He has equipped us with the necessary skills for the interpretation of the Bible.” “Our November session was another great success,” commented Rev. Dr. Naomichi Masaki, Director of the LLDP. “Working with such respected scholars and churchmen like Dr. Collver and Dr. Gieschen is a privilege and an honour. But what brings me the most tremendous joy and gratitude to the Lord is that our participants keep on growing in their understanding of sound doctrine and committing themselves to be faithful to the Saviour, Jesus Christ—even when doing so sometimes brings major sacrifices.” “Our participants rejoice in the doctrine that Jesus has taught the whole Church,” he continued. “By listening to what the Lord speaks, and in receiving His gifts with eager thankfulness and praise, our participants are saying back to Him what He has said to them. They repeat, yes, confess, the Lord Jesus Christ. To witness to these wonderful things in each of our participants gives me joy that words cannot express. I continue to pray for our participants and their church bodies with deepest respect and thanksgiving. We rejoice in our partnership in the Gospel.” The LLDP is a graduate-level program of the ILC dedicated to equipping confessional Lutheran leaders around the world with the theological and practical knowledge necessary to serve their church bodies effectively. You can support the work of the Lutheran Leadership Development Program by making a donation online. You can also mail a donation by cheque to: International Lutheran Council PO Box 10149 Fort Wayne, Indiana 46850 USA ——————— By Mathew Block Mathew Block is Communications Director for the International Lutheran Council. He is also editor of The Canadian Lutheran magazine, and formerly served as Communications Manager for Lutheran Church–Canada. LLDP holds classes on ecumenism and hermeneutics by Mathew Block | Jan 22, 2024 NEWS Media Contacts Newsletter Archives ILC Statements SIGNUP FOR ILC UPDATES First Name Last Name Email address: Your email address SIGN UP RSS Feed World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE International Lutheran Council. All rights reserved.  World Lutheran News ILC Statements Contact Us DONATE  About Us 3 Members 3 Seminaries 3 World Conferences 3 Resources 3 Signup for ILC updates
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Photographs from “LLDP holds classes on ecumenism and hermeneutics - International Lutheran Council” (2023-11-17).
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- Preamble
LCMS and ILK are evangelical Lutheran churches existing in the one, holy, Christian
and apostolic church. Their respective constitutions mark the commitment of both
churches to Holy Scripture and the confession of the Lutheran Church in the form of
the Book of Concord from 1580 as a correct exposition of the Holy Scriptures.

. Goal of Our Work Together
The goal of this cooperation is to work together to make Christ known primarily
among Turkish speaking people and to strengthen the Lutheran witness by word and
deed in the church and community. Especially we work for birth and growth of a
Lutheran congregation in the city Ankara.

. Historical B 3 Limits of the A
LCMS and ILK have developed in their ecclesiastical character under very different
historical, political and ecclesiastical frames of reference. On the basis of this working
agreement we seek a deeper understanding of each other's theology and practice as
well as an understanding of the challenges and problems that confront each church.
We will give priority to spending time together, learning from each other. It is our
mutual hope that our work together will give us the opportunity to more fully realize
our unity as Lutheran Christians so that on the basis of agreement in doctrine and
practice the two churches may share full altar and pulpit fellowship.

- Practical Cooperation
In our work together, we respect each other’s constituting documents. We
intentionally seek ways to share the Lutheran faith by word and deed, and we strive
to be fundamentally constructive in all our work together. We respect existing
relationships.

Both churches will cooperate in the following practical areas:
* Regular contact between the church leadership

* Maintaining contact and sharing the plans between the people actively
involved in the work at the area.

* Sharing theological and educational resources and expertise for the needs of
the work

*  Reciprocal invitations to theological presentations
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and as Guest President Dr. Matthew Harrison

1. Invitation for SELK celebration of reformation Jubilee — 2017 June 23"- 25%
1. Invitation for ILC Executive Committee — 2017 June 25%-26™
File: 520 | 14/09-01

Most honored Bishops and Presidents, dear Brothers in Christ,

I. Sometimes verbally in advance and today formally: In the name of the Independent Evangelical-
Lutheran Church (SELK) I invite you, as the ILC Executive Committee to join the SELK-celebration of
Reformation Jubilee and to represent the ILC's world areas.

It begins on Friday, June 23 in Berlin-Wilmersdorf, “Kirche-zum-Heiligen-Kreuz” with short
presentations and discussions “Chances and Challenges to the Church in the 2¥ Century”.

On Saturday, June 24% will be a service with confession and absolution in Wittenberg. The day ends
with Johann Sebastian Bach's “Mess in b-minor” in Berlin.

On Sunday, the day of Augsburg Confession, June 25%, we will celebrate worship service in different
SELK-congregations in Berlin. Departure is scheduled Sunday afternoon from Berlin.

On this way, we will celebrate the Book of Concorde and the fact, that justification become a reality in
confession and absolution.

1. On this occasion, we schedule an ILC Executive Committee meeting from Sunday, June 25% afternoon
~ Monday 26 in Berlin. Tuesday June 27" will be your travel day.

God bless you and your ministry! In HIM

Indepefident Evangelical-Lutheran Church

Chairman of the International Lutheran Council (ILC)
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*  Bu ortak faaliyet sézlesmesi ancak her iki anlagmali tarafin imza etmesinden
sonra ylrirlige girecektir.

Bu ortak faaliyet sézlesmesi her iki anlagmali tarafin kabul etmesi kosuluyla
tadil ya da tashih edilebilir.

Anlagmali taraflarin herhangisi bu ortak faaliyet sézlesmesinin sona ermesini
(g ay 6nce verilen yazili inbarla gagrabilir.

Tarih: 11 q:lfluﬁ% 20 {.S

Peder, Dr. Albert Collver, Peder, Booker,
LCMS Avrasya bolge midiirii
Kilise iligkileri mudurd / LCMS/OIM
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m many of its partner churches and Mission

EECMY has been hosting guests fror
rches

organizations during the year. We are thankiul to representatives of the chu
and Mision organizations for the fruitul discussions and reflections we had and for
the plans which we put in place to enable us continue engage in the mission which
God has entrusted to us. EECMY will continue to host guests coming from our
partners this year too. This month we wil host the Evangelical Lutheran Mission,
(ELM) partner Churches' Leadership Consultation. Participants will come to us from
Europe, Latin America, Asia and the rest of African Countries. There will be also
women ministers’ consultation where the DWM hosts participants coming from three
count

Ethiopia will have its fifth national election which wil take place coming May. Our
Congregations are praying for the peace of the country. As we are all aware when
ever elections come there appears push and pull between the different parties and

the government. Experiences indicate to us that insuch conficts ives of many people &
had been endangered and prosperiies destroyed. We pray for peace for we need
peace. We need that each citzen exercise the God given fght to live peacefully with
fullfreedom, to use once rght to eect and to be elected, we pray thereore for free,
Just, and fai efecton to take place. It s only when such freedom Is exercised that all
itizens will ontinue to ive together, tolerate one another and contribute towards

the development of our nation. Therefore I Kindly request you also to pray for the
peace, well being of our peaple and for the development and prosperity of our
country.

EECMY is grateful to God for the abundance of the blessing God showered on us in
various aspects in all our undertakings as highiighted above. EECMY also thanks all
partners for their continued prayers and support and for the collaborative relations
‘which enhanced the work of the church during the year. o

I would like to thank the Coordinating committee members of the CMCR for devoting
themselves and following up on the preparation of this meeting. According to the
Terms of reference of the CMCR Article 5 section 3 my term of service as well as that
of Mr. Vesa Lehtela will end after this meeting and other committee members will be.
replaced. Itis my hope that this proposal will receive approval.

ission

Let us intentionally continue accompany each other as we engage in God
witnessing God's love and care for humanity as people called and sent to bear fruit in
our lives and impact the fives of others.
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Proposal for LCMS Partner Missionary Presence in Central America

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod shares both history and a current passion for the ministry
of the Gospel in Honduras. Central America. LCMS missionaries sustained a confessional
Lutheran Word and Sacrament ministry presence in Honduras for a period of more than thirty
vears during the 20" century. LCMS partnership and presence in Honduras ended in the late
1980°s when national pastors in Honduras broke fellowship with LCMS over important doctrinal
and practical issues.

Missionary interest in Honduras was rekindled with an exploratory visit to Tegucigalpa and La
Esperanza. Honduras in October 2007 by LCMS Regional Director for Latin America. Rev. Dr.
Jorge Groh. Rev. Edmund Auger (LCMS Cayman Islands). Rev. Jonathan Rathjen (Trinity
Lutheran Church. Auburn. Nebraska). and other interested persons.

Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua was established in January 2008. ILSN identified
Honduras and Costa Rica as intentional mission fields. ILSN sent the first Nicaraguan
missionary. Pastor Douglas Aguilar to Olanchito. Honduras in 2008. In recognition of ILSN
regional mission initiative. it was determined that LCMS would seek appropriate ways to support
this new effort in lieu of re-opening Honduras as an LCMS mission field.

Since October 2009. Rev. Edmund Auger has served as pastoral mentor for Tulio César Meza, a
native Honduran who resides in Tegucigalpa. the capital city of Honduras. Tulio is a member of
the current class of pastoral and deaconess candidates preparing for graduation and placement
from ILSN seminary in January 2014. Rev. Edmund and Cheric Auger facilitated a marriage
enrichment retreat in Nicaragua for church worker couples. November 2012.

With a desire to expand its partnership with LCC and ILSN in mission. The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. through the Office of International Mission and Regional Director for Latin
America and the Caribbean. Rev. Ted Krey. proposes the placement of a career m
couple. pastor and deaconess in Central America. The LCMS missionaries would serve to
support and strengthen the capacities of the ILSN missionary pastors and deaconesses to carry
out the primary work of church planting and the establishment of new confessional Lutheran
congregations in the mission fields. In addition. the partnership may allow for the placement of
additional missionary personnel including vicars and deaconess interns.

Details of position description. procedures. finances. timeline. and joint work will be developed
through shared consultation with Rev. Dr. Leonardo Neitzel. Lutheran Church-Canada Missions
and Social Ministry Services. Rev. Ted Krey. LCMS LAC Regional Director. LCMS Office of
International Mission. and Rev. Marvin Donaire. President of ILSN. and the called Regional
Mission Overseer and deaconess.
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PROTOCOLO DEL ACUERDO TRIPARTITO
entre
La Iglesia Luterana - Canada (LCC), La Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua (ILSN)
v
La Iglesia Luterana - Sinodo de Missouri (LCMS)

Septiembre de 2014 — Septiembre de 2018

La Base de Nuestra Asociacién

Agradecemos a Dios por nuestra historia compartida en el ministerio del Evangelio de Jesucristo.
Nosotros afirmamos la bendicion en la unidad del Altar y Pulpito que existe entre la Iglesia
Luterana- Sinodo de Missouri y la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Canada.

Por otra parte, agradecemos que nuestra asociacion en la mision tenga sus raices en la Palabra de
Dios. lo cual ha producido un vinculo comin de fe. doctrina. practica. y compafierismo. Nos
regocijamos en hacer una confesion audaz de nuestro acuerdo y aceptamos sin reservas:

a) L rituras del Antiguo y el Nuevo Testamento como la Palabra escrita de Dios y la
Gnica regla y norma de fe y practica . y

b) Todos los Libros simbolicas de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana como una declaracion y
exposicion verdadera y no adulterada de la Palabra de Dios. incluyendo: el Credo Apos
¢l Credo Niceno. el Credo de Atanasio. la inalterada Confesion de Augsburgo. la Apologia
de la Confesion de Augsburgo. los articulos de Esmalcalda. el Catecismo Mayor de Lutero,
el Catecismo Menor de Lutero. y la Formula de Concordia .

Nuestra confesion compartida es un compromiso incondicional con las Sagradas Escrituras como
la Palabra inspirada. infalible v sin error de la Palabra de Dios y de los escritos confesionales de
la Iglesia Luterana como una correcta exposicion de la Palabra de Dios.

Nosotros sin equivocacion confesamos a Jesucristo como Sefior y Salvador, proclamado por la
Sagrada Escritura como el Hijo de Dios y el Hijo del Hombre. No hay salvacion fuera de &
(Juan 14:6. Hechos 4:12) Nuestra fe comin se centra en la obra redentora de Dios en Jesucristo.
su Hijo. y se expresa claramente en la doctrina de la justificacion por gracia mediante la fe sin
obras. (Efesios 2:8-9. AC IV). Nuestro compromiso con este articulo central de fe nos une y
forma la base de nuestra asociacion en la mision.

El Objetivo de Nuestra Asociacién

Basado sobre nuestra comun confesion de fe. nuestra asociacion pretende dar respuesta a las
palabras de nuestro Sefior Jesucristo. quien ha llamado. unido. habilitado y equipado a Su Iglesia
para la mision. Antes de Su ascension al cielo Jesis dio a Su Iglesia la gran Comisién diciendo:

18 Jests se acerco entonces a ellos y les dijo: “Se me ha dado toda autoridad en el
cielo y en la tierra. 19 Por tanto, vayan y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones,
bautizandolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu Santo,

7





EPUB/media/file23.jpg





EPUB/media/file66.jpg
Communion of Nordic Lutheran Dioceses

With this Document, The Mission Province in Sweden (Missionsprovinsen i Sverige), The
‘Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland (Suomen evanKelisluterilainen
lihetyshiippakunta / Evangelisk-lutherska missionstiftet i Finland), and the Evangelical
Lutheran Diocese in Norway (Det evangelisk-luthersKe stift i Norge) declare churchly
communion and mutual co-operation.

Background

The bacKground for this Document consists in the church-historical reality that is based on a
shared spiritual inferitance rooted in the medieval tradition of the Western Church, the
Lutheran Reformation and the revivals of the recent centuries. Such a shared reality in our
Dioceses can be seen, first and foremost, in our Lutheran doctrinal foundation, liturgical
tradition and episcopal polity. Similarly, the three Dioceses have partaken in a similar ‘church
struggle’ within the secularised Nordic mainline churches concerning questions of both
Chiristian doctrine and ethics. The current spiritual and ecclesiasticaljurisdictional state of
emergency has also given rise to similar solutions and actions. Divine Service communities
(Koinoniai) independent of the mainline churches have been founded in various places across
the Nordic Countries to gather around God’s Word and the Sacrament of the Altar. For these
congregations, it fias been necessary to ordain new Pastors. This development has led to the
birth of new, independent Dioceses in Sweden (6 September 2003), in Finland (16 March
2013) and in Norway (20 April 2013). A close co-operation amony these Dioceses fas existed
in the Bishop’s consecrations in Gothenbury (5 February 2005), in Tromsg (24 March 2012)
and in Helsinki (4 May 2013).

Shared Foundation

We believe, teach and confess that biblical faith and doctrine which is founded on the
prophietic and apostolic Scriptures of the New and the Old Testament and which has been
expressed in the three main creeds of the Tarly Church, that is, the Apostolic, the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan and the Athanasian Creed, in the unaltered Augsbuy Confession, and
that is rightly and bindingly explained by all the booKs accepted into the BooK of Concord of
the Lutheran Church. We fold as our highest guideline the principle according to which all
doctrine, practice and life must be tested, accomplished and directed in accordance with God'’s
Word.

Similarly to the Reformers, the common goal in our work is to declare Christ’s atoning work.
and Gospel of grace for the eternal salvation of people. We wish to build congregational life
that is in harmony with all the Seven MarKs of the Church biblically taught by Martin
Luther and to reject all misleading and false teachings and teachers that contradict the
confession.
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THE GOAL OF OUR PARTNERSHIP

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” Psalm 133:1
We confess that true unity comes as a gift from the Lord through a common confession of faith

Based on this common confession and faith, our partnership has the goal of fuffilling the mission Christ
has given to His church, namely, “you shall be my witnesses . . . to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8), so
that every tongue may “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians
2:11). This goal shall be our chief endeavor. To this end we pledge to share the resources God gives to
each of our church bodies, to mutually encourage one another in the Christian faith, and to aid and assist
one another as the Lord gives us resources to do so.

In order that the goal our Lord has given us may be pursued with all zeal and that this partnership may be
carried out in Christian peace, harmony, and joy, we agree to the following:

THE OBJECTIVES OF OUR PARTNERSHIP

In our efforts to fulfill Christ's mission we will cooperate and share resources in

1. Higher Education to provide adequate facilities and faculties for properly educating the
people who are needed to fill full-time positions in our two churches;

2. Opening of new fields, congregations, or stations in order to faithfully proclaim the
Gospel to all people whom we can reach in our home areas;

3. World mission outreach so that we may plan and share resources to bring the Gospel
to the whole world, including those areas far away from us;

4. Programs that help our members grow “to mature manhood” (Ephesians 4:13) in their
faith in Christ;

5. Programs which enable our members to put their faith in action by reaching out with
genuine love and concern to serve people who are in every kind of need; and

6. Mass media and literature projects in cooperation with the organizations and agencies
of our churches which enable our members to grow in faith and which support the
mission outreach of our churches.

7. Encouragement, and mutual conversation of the brethren, to support and promote the
Christian faith as it has been given us in the Lutheran Confessions.

8. Worship, both in the fellowship of joint worship when possible and feasible, but also in
the aid and support of Lutheran worship and Lutheran worship resources in our churches.

THE REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES AND PERSONS

In order that our goals and objectives may be carried out in Christian harmony, peace, and joy, and in all
order and decency, we agree to communicate officially between our two churches through the Office of
the President/Bishop in each church body. These two officers will consult as needed with the appropriate
boards and commissions of their respective churches as they conduct the official contacts between our
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Preliminary considerations for the partnership

o Primary Responsibilities

Regional Mission Overseer

The Regional Mission Overseer is an ordained pastor of The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. He has cross-cultural ministry experience and possesses skills that will support the
ministry partnership in the following areas:

1. Serve as the team leader for all present and future LCMS missionary personnel assigned

to the partnership.

Assist the partnership by: a) supervising vicars and student interns. and b) mentoring

established pastors in the performance of missionary and pastoral service.

3. In partnership with the deaconess. he will offer pastoral care. spiritual encouragement.
and counseling to church worker couples and families through individual visitation and
counsel. as well as. planned workshops. seminars. and retreats for couples and families.

4. Assist the partnership by facilitating the development of the FORO which gathers

congregations and individuals who desire to be supportive of church planting efforts on

the mission fields.

May assist the partnership in developing strategic plans for the expansion of the ministry

on ILSN mission fields.

6. On behalf and under the supervision and guidance of LCC’s Committee on Missions and
Social Ministry Services (CMSMS). carry on the general logistic planning and local
administration of a theological education program. mission and social ministry budget.
project proposals and administration of projects in development.

7. Revise and submit the yearly budget for LCC’s mission in Central America by beginning
of December each year.

8. Draft mission project proposals which are priority for LCCs missions in that region and
present them for approval by ILSN and LCC.

9. Supervise LCC missions and social ministry projects in that region under the guidance of
the CMSMS and LCC’s Mission executive.

10. Recommend actions from the CMSMS on LC
applicable matter.

11.In consultation with LCC"s mission manager at the Mission Centre in Chinandega.
coordinate and orient to work of the local mission staff.

12. Present written reports twice a year or when requested by the CMSMS (January &
September). Copies of these reports are forwarded to LCC and LCMS OIM Regional
Director.

13. Percentage of time allocation for work of the Regional Mission Overseer in the countries
in Central America will be decided during the first year of this Protocol.

14. Due to the bulk of time and work done in Nicaragua it may be that the Regional Mission
Overseer establishes residence in Nicaragua. rather than Honduras.

S

s regional missions in whatever






EPUB/media/file102.jpg





EPUB/media/file86.jpg
Alte Lateingchye
Old Latin Sehogy






EPUB/media/file26.jpg





EPUB/media/file51.jpg
26.MonuTea o Hucnocnanuu Ceatoro flyxa

27.Cnosa ycTraHOB/AEHUA

28.BocnomuHanue

QNurypr:

BenuKka TaliHa Haweil Bepbl:

W60 BCAKUIA pas, KOrAa Bbi eauTe OT X/1e6a Cero U MbeTe 3 YawM ceil -
cmepTh [0CNOAHIO BO3BEWaeTe, A0KOAE OH NPUUAET.

Ob6wuHa:

CmepTb Tsoto, locnoau, sosseuaem,

BOCKpeceHue TBoe ucnoseayem,

Bropoe Mpuwecrsue oxugaem,

Aokone Tel npuaewws BO cnase.

29.07ue Haw
O6uwmHa: OTue Haw, Cywuii Ha HeBecax!
Da ceatutcs uma Tsoe. [la npunaer LiapcTeue Teoe.
[Aa 6yaer sBona TBOA M Ha 3eMNe, KaK U Ha Hebe.
Xne6 Haw HacyLHbIi Aaii Ham Ha ceit AeHb.
WM npocTu Ham A0ATY HawK,
Kak 1 Mbl Npowaem A0MKHUKaM HalKUM.
W He BBEAU HAC BO UCKYLUEHME, HO M36aBb HAC OT IYKaBoro.
W60 TBOe eCTb UapCTBO M CUAA U CaBa BO BeKM!

|5 30. Moxenanue mupa
Jurypr: Mup focnoaa aa npebyaet ¢ samul
ObuwuHa: g,*ﬁ SBLEiE

S
A - e

[urypr: MpuKecuTe Apyr Apyry Npwsercreve mypa, & 3Hax /O6BM 4

NPOWEHUA.  Mpusacmuunu xenaom dpy2 dpyay mupos: eMup Bowuis da npeGydem ¢ mobod!s

"






EPUB/media/file153.jpg





EPUB/media/file128.jpg
ALFONSO ESPINGSA

FEATT# T#HIAT S

S TIIITOILIES S THILE CLL T






EPUB/media/file34.jpg
|| PROPOSED BUILDING

| FOR
EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF GHANA

AT

e AKWATSIRL
22 | TEMA





EPUB/media/file35.jpg





EPUB/media/file136.jpg





EPUB/media/file77.jpg
This group has caused some confusion among these Colombian pastors. The Latin American
Mission Society said they represented the LCMS. Wilson Leon generally liked the classes that
were offered. And they want to maintain a good relationship. But they were confused because
they did not understand that he did not really represent the LCMS.

Marcos Aldana feels abandoned by the Anglicans, particularly their acceptance of
homosexuality.

The disaffected Lutherans believe a mission needs to start in Bogota. This mission would need
to do intense catechesis. In Bogota, they formed an organization called “Group Concordia.”
There are about 20 members now. Memorizing the questions and answers to the Small
Catechism. Many people know about this meeting and want to know what is next.

Pastor Helber Herrera (IELCO) said there are doctrinal problems in IELCO. He has a congregation
in Bogota. Interested in knowing the doctrinal positions of Missouri Synod. Ready to leave
IELCO, but the question is where to go. Pastor Helber prevented an initiative to actively recruit
LBGT pastors in IELCO. The five or six pastors who opposed this LBGT initiative are being
pursued by state law which prohibits discrimination against LBGT people. The IELCO church
body is leading this charge.

Pastor Helber studied at an interdenominational seminary.

Five pastors want to leave IELCO and form a confessional Lutheran Church in Columbia.Before
the 1990s, women’s ordination was not an issue. Then in the 1990s, the LWF began to promote
women’s ordination. Today, they promote homosexual ordination. IELCO has four ordained
female clergymen right now. The Episcopal church in Colombia ordains women but the
traditional Anglicans do not.

*Jorge Ramirez Castillanos (Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Tunja — IELCO — 80 members)

When he arrived in Tunja, there was a woman pastor at the
congregation. He studied with this woman pastor at

seminary. He ended up becoming the pastor in Tunja. There 5o
is an IELCO bishop who is pro-abortion. Pastor Jorge’s family ™ )
have been Lutheran for 50 years. The lay leadership at

Prince of Peace was very strong. The church council asked

him to preach when he was 13 years old. He had invitation

of the congregation and a call. He also studied at the
interdenominational seminary (which is now closed). He

also studied at the Augsburg Seminary in Mexico City. He

was taught the Bible is not the Word of God, but he has l
realized if the Word of God is taken away, anything can "
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14. Debido a la necesidad de cantidad de tiempo hecho en Nicaragua es posible que el
Supervisor Regional de Misiones fije residencia en Nicaragua. en vez de en Honduras.

La Diaconisa

La diaconisa es una comisionada ministerial de religion de la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de
Missouri. Las diaconisas son mujeres que son testigos del Evangelio de Jesucristo a
\m\us de las obras de misericordia. la atencion espiritual, y la ensefianza de la fe

iana. La diaconisa tiene experiencia en el ministerio inter-cultural y posee

dades que apoyen la asociacion ministerial en las siguientes reas:

1. La diaconisa ayudara a las congregaciones en la evaluacion de las necesidades de la
comunidad y el desarrollo de proyectos de misericordia que daran testimonio del
amor incondicional de Dios en Jesucristo a un mundo roto.

La diaconisa podra asistir a los pastores y diaconisas en el desarrollo de planes para la

catequesis en la congregacion local. La diaconisa misionera puede asistir a los

pastores y diaconisas en el desarrollo de programas de atencion espiritual para las

mujeres. a través de consultas formales con y dentro de los lineamientos de la ILSN y

LCC.

La diaconisa ofrecera consuelo y aliento a las diaconisas y esposas de los pastores de

ILSN que actualmente prestan servicios en los campos misioneros.

4. Enasociacion con el Supervisor Regional de Misiones. la diaconisa ofrecerd atencion
diaconal. estimulo espiritual y consejeria a las parejas y a las familias de los
trabajadores de ILSN a través de visitas individuales y consejo, asi como. talleres
organizados, seminarios y retiros para parejas y familias.

5. Administracion del programa de Enfermeria (Diaconia) Parroquial bajo CMSMS y
bajo las directrices y consulta / acuerdo dentro de ILSN. (Se trata de un nuevo
programa que sera implementado en el afio 2014 /15).

5}

w

o Procedimientos y Finan

Con respecto a los procedimientos de empleo y el apoyo financiero para el servicio
misionero. el Supervisor Regional de Ml iones y la diaconisa estaran sujetos a las
directrices de trabajo para el servicio misionero establecida por la Oficina de Misiones
Internacionales de LCMS. El Supervisor Regional de Misiones y la diaconisa serviran en
el campo misionero bajo la supervision del Director Regional de LCMS LAC.

o Tiempo de Duracién del Protocolo v Fechas de Implementacién

= El tiempo de duracion del presente Protocolo es de cuatro afios a partir de su
implementacion. esto es. Septiembre de 2014 — Septiembre de 2018. bajo evaluacion
anual entre las partes.

= Pastor designado para la nueva a:wmuun a partir del 1 de Enero del 2014. Diaconisa
es ‘llamada’ y comienza nueva nacion con orientacion misionera a partir del 1 de
Febrero del 2014.

»  Enero 8-10. del 2014: Pastor asiste a la Convencion ILSN. Chinandega. Nicaragua..

= Enero 23-26, 2014: Pastor y Diaconisa asisten al ILSN Seminario de graduacion y
colocacion. Chinandega. Nicaragua.

11
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20 enseiidndoles a obedecer todo lo que les he mandado a ustedes. Y les aseguro que
estaré con ustedes siempre, hasta el fin del mundo." (Mateo 28:18-20 NVI)

8 Pero cuando venga el Espiritu Santo sobre ustedes, recibiran poder y serin mis
testigos tanto en Jerusalén como en toda Judea y Samaria, y hasta los confines de la
tierra." (Hechos 1:8 NVI)

Asimismo. estamos convencidos por las palabras del Salvador que este esfuerzo misionero es a
la vez amplia y duradera:

14 Y este evangelio del reino se predicara en todo el mundo como testimonio a
todas las naciones, y entonces vendri el fin." (Mateo 24:14 NVI)

Impulsados por la voz de nuestro Sefior. nos comprometemos a trabajar en colaboracion.
utilizando los recursos humanos y materiales que Dios ha dado a cada una de las entidades de
nuestras iglesia:

Reconocimiento a la Iglesia Luterana Confesional establecida en Nicaragua

Dios ha sido fiel al pueblo de Nicaragua a través de los esfuerzos misioneros de la Iglesia
Luterana de Canada. su primer misionero. Rev. Sandor Arguello. pastores nicaragiienses y
diaconisas entrenados en el seminario organizado y dirigido por los pastores y profesores de
LCC. y numerosos participantes en eventos ministeriales de servicio. Reconocemos y
celebramos el establecimiento de la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua (ILSN) que tuvo lugar
en la convencién organizada en Enero 11-12. del 2008. Nos comprometemos fervientemente en
oracion por nuestros hermanos y hermanas en Cristo. por los miembros y lideres de la Iglesia
Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua. quienes se preparan para celebrar con gran alegria la Cuarta
Convencion de la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua en Enero de 8-10, 2014. en Chinandega.
Nicaragua .

Ademas. reconocemos el PROTOCOLO DEL ACUERDO entre LA IGLESIA LUTERANA DE
CANADA y 14 IGL LU NODO de NICARAGUA.? Nos comprometemos a
respetar v honrar la relacion de trabajo entre la Iglesia Luterana de Canada y la Iglesia Luterana
Sinodo de Nicaragua.

El objetivo de este Protocolo de Acuerdo tripartito es ayudar a la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de
Nicaragua en la implementacion de sus esfuerzos misioneros dentro de las fronteras nacionales
de Nicaragua y mds all en los paises vecinos de Honduras y Costa Rica. Todos los recursos
humanos y materiales para el apoyo de este trabajo misionero se dan en un contexto de ora
el estudio de la Palabra de Dios. discusion. planificacion estratégica y ¢l acuerdo de las tres
partes.

ICUERDO entre LA IGLESIA LUTERANA DE CANADA v LA IGLESIA LUTERANA SINODO de
NICARAG 1 fue realizado en Junio del 2008 y describe la relacion de trabajo entre las dos entidades de la iglesia. Una copia de
este documento esti disponible en la Iglesia Luterana de Canadd. - Contacto: Rev. Leonardo Neitzel. Misiones y Ministerio de
Servicios Sociales de la Tglesia Luterana de Canad,

! PROTOCOLO DE
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observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 ESV)

$“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8 ESV)

We are likewise convinced by the words of the Saviour that this missionary endeavour is both
extensive and enduring.

"*"And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as
a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)

Compelled by the voice of our Lord. we pledge to work in partnership. utilizing the human and
material resources that God gives to each of our church bodies.

Recognition of an Established Confessional Lutheran Church in Nicaragua

God has been faithful to the people of Nicaragua through the missionary efforts of Lutheran
Church-Canada. their first missionary. Rev. Sandor Argiiello. Nicaraguan pastors and
deaconesses trained in the seminary organized and served by LCC pastors and professors. and
numerous participants in ministry servant events. We recognize and celebrate the establishment
of Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua (ILSN) which took place at the organizing convention.
January 11-12, 2008. We pledge fervent prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ. mgmburs
and servant leaders of Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua. as they look forward wit
to the celebration of the Cuarta Convencion (Fourth Convention) de la Iglesia Luteran:
de Nicaragua. January 8-10. 2014, in Chinandega. Nicaragua.

In addition. we recognize the PROTOCOL AGREEMENT helu een LUTHERAN CHURCH-
CANADA and IGLESIA LUTERANA SINODO de NICARAGUA." We are committed to respect
and honour the working relationship between lLutheran Church-Canada and Iglesia Luterana
Sinodo de Nicaragua.

The purpose of this Three-Party Protocol Agreement is to assist Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de
Nicaragua in carrying out its missionary endeavours within the national borders of Nicaragua
and beyond to the neighbouring countries of Honduras and Costa Rica. All human and material
resources for the support of this mission work are offered in a context of prayer. the study of
God's Word. discussion, strategic planning. and agreement of all three parties.

All parties to this Protocol Agreement are committed to mutual comfort and consolation (2
Corinthians 1:3-5) to the end that a powerful witness will be given to unity in the Body of Christ
(Ephesians 4:3-6) and appreciation for the diversity of spiritual gifts among God’s people. (1
Corinthians 12:4-7. Ephesians 4:11-13)

“PROTOCOL AGRI JENT between LUTHERAN CHURCH-CANADA and 1GLESIA LUTERANA SINODO de NICARAGUA
was exceuted June 2008 and describes the working partnership between the two church bodies . A copy of this document is
available from Lutheran Church-Canada.  Contact: Rev. Leonardo Neitzel. Lutheran Church-Canada Missions and Social
Minisiry Services.
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means of responding to the multfaceted challenges we are facing a5 result of
‘expansion of Urbanization.

(6)  The all Africa Lutheran Churches consultation which was held in June 1987 in Antsirabe,
Madagascar seriously underlined the need of strengthening the ministry of the Lutheran
Churches in the cities to be more efficient and to be transformed and redirected to
respond to the spiritual and physical needs of urban dwellers; the poor and powerless.
EECMY in most cases is a rural based church. Our presence in the cities are usually due
to the mobility of our rural congregation members which forces us to intentionally and
meaningfully plan to allevate the challenges we are facing in the urban settings.

(7) After the consultation in Antsirabe, EECMY took initiative to conscientize here
congregations about the need of strengthening her ministry in the cities through @
program called "Mission in Cities and Industrial Areas (MCIA)" With the goal of
actualizing the “incamational character of the Gospel of liberation in the lives of city
dwellers” (Peri, 1987) with the aim of accompanying them to live a better lfe and to be
free and fully particpate in city lfe.

(8) Through this nitiative of the church it was possible to reach out to the needs of some of
the communities fiving in cites like Addis Ababa, Nakamte and the like. However the
effort made to implement this programs compared to the demand coming from the
communities has been very ltle; this s the fact which is compelling us to think and
rethink to device a mechanism to strengthen our ministry i the ciies.

(9) On behalf of the Church and the Coordinating committee of the CMCR, | would fike to
take this opportunity to express grattude to Rev. Or. Berhanu Ofga'a General Secretary
of the EECMY and Prof. Dr. Anderea Frochiling from the Evanelical Lutheran Mission,
Germany for accepting our request o present papers to this meeting on the theme @)
representing the EECMY and EECMY Partners respectively. | also would like to thank,
Rev. Erick Johansson for his willngness to preach on the opening day of this meeting
and Mrs. Norma Dybdal to lead bible study sessions during the three days of our
meeting including this morning.

Distinguished participants of the CMCR; invited guests!
(10) Allow me to give you some highlights on the work of the EECMY during the year

2014, In 2014, a5 usual we experienced the presence of the almighty God and His
guidance. We shared in the blessings of God as we were engaging in God's m
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Report on Meetings in Colombia

Bogota, Colombia

14 June 2016

Rev. Albert B. Collver, PhD, Director of Church Relations—Assistant to the President

Pictured: Wilson Leon, Dr. Albert Collver, Luis Alberto Moreno, Pr. Carlos Mario Marin, Rev. Mark P. Braden

Executive Summary and Action Items

e Agroup of people who discovered the Small Catechism and Lutheran teaching are
seeking to form a church body. Some of these people came from Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Colombia (lglesia Evangélica Luterana de Colombia — IELCO), one pastor came
from the WELS mission work that greatly decreased in the 1990s, some of the
individuals belonged to Roman Catholic orders (Capuchin Franciscans), one from the
Anglican Church. Collectively, these people might represent a few hundred people. It is
reported that 5-6 IELCO pastors do not agree with the current direction of their church.

e Luther Academy seminars played a role in helping to bring these people together.
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= Enero 27-Febrero 2, 2014: Pastor y Diaconisa realizan su primera visita a Choluteca y
Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

= Febrero 3-14, 2014: Orientaciéon Misionera. St. Louis, MO

= Febrero — Mayo 2014: Mision y FORO para el Desarrollo (Recoleccion de oracién y
apoyo financiero de la presencia misionera en Honduras)

= Mayo 19-30. 2014: Seminario Diaconal y Graduacién / Seminario Teologico La
Concordia. Fort Wayne, IN

= Junio 2014: D. Min. Estudio / Seminario La Concordia. St. Louis. MO

= Julio-Septiembre 2014: Viaje al campo misionero ¢ instalacion.

= Termino de Servicio: 4 afios

* Trabajo Conjunto

El Supervisor Regional de Misiones y la diaconisa estan disponibles en comiin acuerdo para
consulta y discutir con respecto a la fecha y el lugar y desarrollar los detalles de esta asociacion
de mision estratégica con la Iglesia Luterana de Canada y La Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de
Nicaragua. Informes sobre la marcha de este Ministerio serdn compartidos con todos los socios
de una manera regular.

Oramos para que el Espiritu Santo guie y bendiga nuestros esfuerzos conjuntos para llevar a cabo
el trabajo de la mision que tenemos por delante en los campos de siembra en Nicaragua.
Honduras y Costa Rica. Nos comprometemos diligentemente en la oracion y en el servicio hacia
la realizacion de las metas y objetivos de nuestra asociacion.

Dia:

Iglesia Luterana de Canada

Por

Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Missouri
Por

Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua
Por

Contactos
Rev. Leonardo Neitzel - LCC - Misiones y Servicios Sociales Missions ¢ L.utheranchurch.ca

Rev. Ted Krey - LCMS - LAC Director Regional tkrey « hotmail.com

Rev. Marvin Donaire — ILSN - Presidente - donai in ¢ yaho

om

m:

Licenciado Robert Jose Zepeda - LCC — Adm.Misiones en Nicaragua rojozepedab ¢ vahoo.com

Rev. Edmund Auger y Cherie L. Auger - LCMS. Islas Cayman ccauger' @ yahoo.com

12
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Npu3bie k nokasHuio,

Qurypr: ..Momolu Hawa 8 umeww focnopal

06wuHa: Cotsopusiuero He6o u semnto!

Nutypr: A ckasan: «Mcnoseayto Focnoay npecTynaeHua Mowy.
O6wuHa: U Tbl CHAN C MeHs BUHY rpexa moero!

QUTYDr: CMUPUTECH e HbiHe NpeA AMLOM BOXMUm 1 ucnoseayiiTe EMy
fpexu BauM...

Vcnosenanue rpexos.

06wyHa: Becemoryuwmii Boke, OTye MUNocepAHbIi!

1, 6eaHbIi rpewwHbIv yenosek, ucnoseayto Tebe Bce rpexw,
NOMBbILINEHUEM, CIOBOM M AE/I0M COACAHHBIE;

MMU 5 BONHE 3aCNyKNA rHes T8O,

¥, KaK BpEMEHHYI0, TaK ¥ BEYHYIO Kapy.

Ho 5 cepAae4HO 0 HUX CKOp6AIo, U COKpYLIatoch, U Moo Tebsa:
paav 6ecnpeaenbHoro munocepaua Teoero

W Paay TAKKUX CTPaZaHuiA u cmepTn

Bo3nobnenHoro CoiHa Teoero, Uucyca Xpucra,

Wckynutens moero, 6yab 61ar 1 MUNOCTUB KO MHe,
6eAHOMY FPEWIHVKY, TPOCTU MHE BCe CorpelLueHns

W MWUNOCTMBO AapYii, BO MCNPaBAIeHUE KU3HN MOeii,

cuny flyxa Teoero Ceatoro.

Qurypr: ECu 310 TBOE UCKPEHHee UCNOBE/AaHYE M MOEHUE, TO OTBeTb:
«[la, ¢ Boxbeil NoMowbIo»

06wuHa: [la, c Boxbel nomouypio!

Otnyuienue rpexos

( 10. HayanbHblii Ncasom U manoe cnasocnosue
Jurypr: ...Crasa OTUy v Coiny v CenTomy Ayxy!
06uwuHa:

Moo We oM wnpw - cHo,

= € Nansmaso20 sockpecenus no Nocxy «Gloria Patris we pacneagemc.
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A8 to Uelzen Dr.- Heopmann asked for iy opinion, and I ga§e him

some material for ‘@ constitution.. I hepe that Dr. Stolz can go to

- Burope - Mrs, Stolz-is critically 1ll - and take part in the Uslzen

© meeting. Yea?iriay he received- the invitgtion., The best’tourse would
be for your delggation or for you persopally %o have' d short meeting
with alll of oup pegple.slready in Hanover, T shall describe the si-
tuation quite frankly. Most of our pastors - practically the whole
older geMeration-hae begn educabed pt our Seminary as striot Anti-
¥issourians. And many of our lgmen still share thege feelings. While

Athe majority of our pastors an:lthe overwhelming majority of our con-
gregations are in favour of @ union of the two fusttalian bodies, they
do not ‘like 4he idea 'of being in fellowship with Missouri. The word
big foy them ¢he same meaning which it had in Germany pwior to your
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churches. They may designate staff members to assist them, especially in such matters as theological
issues, church relations, administration, planning, and financing.

SOLICITATION OF FUNDS

We agree that the respective administrations of both churches must be aware of all requests for funds.
To implement this, we agree that all solicitations of funds from either partner or any of its constituent
entities to the other partner or any of its constituent entities must have the approval of the ELFCD
President or his designee and the Office of the President of the LCMS or his designee. We further agree
that inquiries by constituent individuals or entities of either church body will be referred to the
aforementioned protocol for decision before any funding is initiated. We further agree that projects
already begun with funding from any source will not become the responsibility of the other partner unless
agreed to in writing beforehand.

COMPLIANCE WITH GOVERNMENTAL LAWS

In accordance with the Lord's instruction we agree to comply with all laws and regulations which apply to
our joint activities so long as such laws do not violate the Scriptures.

FINANCIAL REPORTING

We pledge ourselves to be good stewards of all the resources the Lord provides for our use. We each
agree, therefore, to maintain our books and financial records in accordance with generally accepted
accounting procedures of our respective countries. Copies of financial statements relevant to our work
together will be shared with one another.

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHURCH BODIES

We deeply respect the fellowship and partnership we have with each other in Christ. We, therefore,
agree that we will consult with each other before entering into church fellowship or partnership with
another church body or church federation. We also agree, however, that each of us is finally responsible
to the Lord of the church for decisions taken in this matter.

OPERATING AGREEMENTS

We agree, finally, that it may be beneficial to prepare operating agreements that detail the administrative
procedures that support the objectives of our partnership. If such operating agreements are developed,
we agree to review and update them at least every three years. We further agree that only agreements
negotiated and executed through our respective presidential offices shall be considered valid in this
regard

We pray that the Holy Spirit will bless and guide our efforts in meeting the challenges placed before us by
the Lord of the church. With the help of God we pledge our best efforts to meet the goals and objectives
of our partnership as presented in this document.





EPUB/media/file56.jpg





EPUB/media/file115.jpg
Todas las panes de este Acuerdo Protocolo se comprometen al servicio mutuo y consolacion (2
Corintios 1:3-5) a fin de que haya un testimonio poderoso a la unidad en el Cuerpo de Cristo
(Efesios 4:3-6) v la valoracion de la diversidad de dones espirituales entre el pueblo de Dios. (1
Corintios 12:4-7. Efesios 4:11-13)

Propuesta de la presencia misionera en Centroamérica por LCMS

La Iglesia Luterana- Sinodo de Missouri comparte también la historia y la pasién actual por el
ministerio del Evangelio en Honduras. Centro América. Misioneros de LCMS sostuvieron en
Honduras una presencia confesional Luterana por medio de la Palabra y los Sacramentos por un
periodo de mas de treinta afios en el siglo 20. La asociacion y la presencia del LCMS en
Honduras terminaron en la década de 1980 cuando los pastores nacionales de Honduras
rompieron la unidad con LCMS debido a doctrina y asuntos practicos.

El interés Misionero en Honduras se reavivo con una visita exploratoria a Tegucigalpa y la
Esperanza. Honduras en Octubre de 2007 por el Director Regional para América Latina de
LCMS. Rev. Dr. Jorge Groh. Rev. Edmund Auger (LCMS Islas Caimén). Rev. Jonathan Rathjen
(Trinity Lutheran Church. Auburn, Nebraska). y otras personas interesadas.

Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua se establecio en Enero del 2008. ILSN identifico
intencionalmente a Honduras y Costa Rica como campos misioneros. ILSN envid. al primer
misionero de Nicaragua, Pastor Douglas Aguilar a Olanchito. Honduras en 2008. En
reconocimiento a la iniciativa de la mision regional por parte de ILSN. se determino que LCMS
buscaria maneras apropiadas para apoyar este nuevo esfuerzo en lugar de reabrir en Honduras un
campo misionero por parte de LCMS.

Desde octubre del 2009. el Reverendo Edmund Auger ha servido como consejero pastoral a
Tulio César Meza. un hondurefio nativo que reside en Tegucigalpa. la capital de Honduras. Tulio
es un miembro del grupo actual de candidatos pastorales y diaconisas que se preparan para la
graduacion y el “llamado” por parte del seminario de ILSN en Enero del 2014. Rev. Edmund y
Cherie Auger facilitaron un retiro de enriquecimiento espiritual en Nicaragua para los
matrimonios de los trabajadores de la Iglesia en Noviembre del 2012.

Con el deseo de ampliar su asociacion con LCC y ILSN en mision. la Iglesia Luterana - Sinodo
de Missouri. a través de la Oficina de Misiones Internacionales y Director Regional para
América Latina y el Caribe. Rev. Ted Krey. propone la colocacion de una pareja de misioneros:
pastor y diaconisa en Centro América. Los misioneros de LCMS serviran para apoyar y
fortalecer las capacidades de los pastores y misioneros diaconisas de ILSN para llevar a cabo la
obra principal de la plantacion de iglesias y el establecimiento de nuevas congregaciones
luteranas confesionales en los campos misioneros. Ademas. la asociacion puede permitir la
colocacion adicional de personal misionero como vicarios y diaconisas internas.

Los detalles de la descripcion del puesto. los procedimientos. las finanzas. la cronologia. y el
trabajo conjunto se desarrollaran mediante consultas compartidas con Rev. Leonardo Neitzel.
Misiones y Ministerio de Servicios Sociales de la Iglesia Luterana de Canada. Rev. Ted Krey.
LCMS LAC Director Regional. LCMS Oficina Internacional de Misiones, y el Reverendo
Marvin Donaire. presidente de ILSN. y el Supervisor Regional de Misiones y la diaconisa que
sean llamados.
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Deaconess

The deaconess is a commissioned minister of religion of The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. Deaconesses are women who witness the Gospel of Jesus Christ through works of
mercy. spiritual care. and teaching the Christian faith. The deaconess has cross-cultural
ministry experience and possesses skills that will support the ministry partnership in the
following areas:

1. The deaconess will assist congregations in the assessment of community needs and the
development of mercy projects which witness the unconditional love of God in Jesus
Christ to a broken world.

2. The deaconess may assist pastors and deaconesses in developing plans for catechesis in

the local congregation. The deaconess may assist pastors and deaconesses in developing

programs of spiritual care for women. through formal consultation with and within the
guidelines of the ILSN and LCC.

The deaconess will offer consolation and encouragement to ILSN deaconesses and

pastors” spouses currently serving on the mission fields.

4. In partnership with the Regional Mission Overseer. the deaconess will offer diaconal
care. spiritual encouragement. and counseling to church worker couples and families of
ILSN through individual visitation and counsel. as well as. planned workshops. seminars.
and retreats for couples and famil

5. Administration of the Parish Nurse program under the CMSMS’ guidelines and
consultation/agreement with the ILSN. (This is a new program to be implemented in
2014/15).

w

S.

e Procedures and Finances

With respect to employment procedures and financial support for missionary service. the
Regional Mission Overseer and deaconess are subject to the guidelines for career missionary
service established by the LCMS Office of International Mission. The Regional Mission
Overseer and deaconess serve on the mission field under the supervision of the LCMS LAC
Regional Director.

Time Duration of the Protocol and Timeline for Implementation

e The time duration of the present Protocol is four years from its implementation. which is
September 2014 — September 2018. with yearly evaluation between the parties

o Pastor designated for new assignment effective January 1. 2014. Deaconess is called and
begins new assignment with missionary orientation effective February 1.2014.

o January 8-10. 2014: Pastor attends ILSN Convention. Chinandega. Nicaragua.

e January 23-26. 2014: Pastor and Deaconess attend ILSN Seminary graduation and
placement. Chinandega. Nicaragua.

o January 27-February 2. 2014: Pastor and Deaconess make initial site vis
Tegucigalpa. Hondura:

o February 3-14. 2014: Missionary Orientation. St. Louis. MO

o February -~ May 2014: Mission and FORO Development (Gathering prayer and financial
support for missionary presence in Honduras)

e May 19-30. 2014: Deaconess Seminar and Graduation / Concordia Theological
Seminary. Fort Wayne. IN

. Choluteca and
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THREE-PARTY PROTOCOL AGREEMENT
among
Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC), Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua (ILSN)
and
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS)
September 2014 — September 2018

The Basis of Our Partnership

We thank God for our shared history in the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We affirm the
blessing of altar and pulpit fellowship which exists between The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod and Lutheran Church-Canada.

Furthermore. we gratefully acknowledge that our partnership in mission is rooted in the Word of
God which has produced a common bond of faith. doctrine. practice. and fellowship. We rejoice
in making a bold confession of our agreement and accept without reservation:

a) The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word of God and the only
rule and norm of faith and practice: and

b) All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and unadulterated
statement and exposition of the Word of God. including: the Apostles” Creed. the Nicene
Creed. the Athanasian Creed. the Unaltered Augsburg Confession. the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession. the Smalcald Articles. the Large Catechism of Luther. the Small
Catechism of Luther, and the Formula of Concord.

Our shared confession is an unconditional commitment to the Holy Scripture as the inspired.
infallible. and inerrant Word of God and to the confessional writings of the Lutheran Church as a
correct exposition of the Word of God.

We boldly confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, proclaimed by the Holy Seripture as the
Son of God and the Son of Man. There is no salvation apart from Him (John 14:6. Acts 4:12).
Our common faith is centered in the atoning work of God in Jesus Christ. His Son. and is clearly
stated in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith without works. (Ephesians 2:8-9. AC
V). Our commitment to this central article of faith binds us together and forms the basis for our
partnership in mission.

The Goal of Our Partnership

Based on our common confession of faith. our partnership seeks to respond to the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ who has called. gathered. enabled. and equipped His Church for mission. Prior
to His ascension to heaven Jesus gave His Church the great Commission in saying:

'S And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been

given to me. ' Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, = teaching them to
1
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Churchly Communion

We view ourselves as being part of the “one, fioly, catholic and apostolic Church.” This unity
and reality of Christ’s Church obliges and calls us, on the basis of our joint confession, into a
visible unity. Because our Dioceses are in a sufficient doctrinal agreement with each other,
and because we share a common confessional foundation and practice, a mutual fellowship
(communion) of the altar and of the pulpit exists among our Dioceses.

This communion manifests itself above all at the ordinations of Pastors and consecration
services of ‘Bishops, in which representatives from each Diocese take part.

Co—opemhhn

Each Diocese acts and makes independent decisions according to its own Diocesan Order. In
addition to a spiritual communion, fiowever, the need for co-operation and interaction among
the Dioceses is evident. The Bishops’ Conference of the Nordic Lutheran Dioceses is the ogan
that directs such co-operation. The Bisfiops’ Conference meets at least twice a year to discuss
questions related to the life, doctrine, ecumenical relations and ecclesiastical law of the
Dioceses. The Bistiops’ Conference meetings rotate amony the countries, and the Bishop of the
hosting Diocese acts as its chairman. The Bisfiops’ Conference may taKe a stand on current
issues, if it so wishes, but it cannot maKe decisions that bind the Dioceses. The Bishops’
Conference seeks to advance the establishment of varied forms of co-operation both among
congregation members and amony] Pastors and congregations, for the common good and
spiritual wealth of all.

We confess the true unity of faith and ecclesiastical communion among us. This spiritual
reality obliges each Diocese to inform each othier of their actions and decisions, to pray for one
another, to encourage each othier towards life that accords with the confession, and to cherish
our spiritual communion in every way, thus together building Christ’s Church in the Nordic

(b G Thnduilipfs

7.11.2015 Lahti, Finland

‘Risto Soramies Thor Henrik With
The Evangelical The Evangelical
Lutheran Mission Lutheran Diocese in
Diocese of Finland Norway
Thorburnsgatan 5 Kalevankatu 53 Virlivegen 15
$5-412 64 Gtebory 00180 Helsinki, NO-9015 Tromsg,

Sweden Finland Norway
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LCMS Fund Balance As of 30 September 2016

No [ Item Description | Time/duration | Beneficiaries | Transaction amount Remark
1.0 | Fund received 08/072016 MA, & MA, |$65955 = 1,440,361.67 | Income
2.0 | deduct all expenses

2.1 [ Service Charge (3%) on receipt_| Institution 43.21000_| Expense
2.2 | Education fees 2™ Semester 31 MA, 665, 175.00 | Graduates
2.3 [ 2" Semester 2 Semester | 28 MA; 587,300.00 | Tast year
2.4 | Summer proceed | July ~Aug 2016 | 28 MA, Food/trans.__ 112,000.00 | interim
2.5 | Education fees New Academic yr | 28 MA, One month’s_117, 460.00 | Sep. 2016
2.6 | Education fees “This year 29 MA. One month’s 13021000 | Sep. 2016
3.0 | Total exp. o date Theol MA g 1,685.355.00

4.0 | Balance to date (245,019.00)

Illustration:- the following table depicts Educational fees/expenses

No | MA,; related major expenses | Year (MA,) | YearI(MA;)

1. | Registration fee 20000 200.00

2| Tuition fee 6300.00/7200.00 | 5.400.00/7200.00_| System vs. practical
3 Book allowance 2,225.00 2.225.00 2,500.00

3. Accommodation 250000 250000

4. | Medical 1250.00 125000

S, Food Allowance 7,500.00 7500.00

6._| Transportation 1000.00 1000.00

7 | Stationary - 1000.00

8| Graduation fee 1000.00 -
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THE REV. LEIF G. JENSEN
President — The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark

THE REV. DR. MATTHEW C. HARRISON
President — The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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PRZESTER VED DEN EVANGELISK-LUTHERSKE FR_I!(IRKE
Niels Pedersen Grunnet, fodt i Norre Bjert ved Kolding d. 19.2.1827, dod 13.1.1897 i Kebenhavn,
Uddannet pa missionsskolen i Basel. Frikirkens stifier, prast og formand fra 1855-1897.
Peter Timotheus Waldemar Petersen Grunnet, son af fornzevnte, fodt d. 28.2.1863 i Kobenhavn, dled
d.20.10.1932 i Kgs. Lyngby. Uddannet pa Missourisynodens pra: ingficid,

1llinois og den norske synodes seminarium i Madison, Wisconsin, U.S.A. Pracst ved Frikirken
fra 1888-1903. Formand 1897-1903

Hermann Richard Solbrig, fodt d. 8.5.1864 i Radeberg, Tyskland, dod d. 5.11.1935 i Lcip_zig 7
Uddannet ved Missourisynodens prasteseminarium i St, Louis, U.S.A. Pracst ved frikirken fra
1896-1897

A. . Uplegger, fodt 29.10.1867 i Rostock, uddannet i St. Louis. Praest ved frikirken 1898-1899,
5. Johannes Moritz Michael, fodt d. 13.11.1874 i Eden, N.Y., US.A., dod d. 20.9.1935 i Dresden, Tysk-
land. Uddannet i St. Louis. Prasst ved frikirken fra 1900-1925. Formand 1903-1925.

6. Georg-Friedrich Hintze, fodt d. 17.4.1862 i Lintrup, Slesvig, dod d. 20.9.43 i Friedrichstadt ad
Eider. Pravst ved frikirken fra 1903-1904

7. Johannes Nikolaus Heinrich Jahn, dr. jOhi!., fodt d. 4.7.1

Elmhurst, linois, 1.5.A Uddannet i St. Louis, Pr:
Martinskolen fra 1910-1914,
Carl Johannes Oto Nielsen, fo

pdtd. 28.11.1879 i Kobenhavn, dod d. 31 1.1947 i Kobenhavn,
Uddannet pa den norske synodes presteseminarium i Madison, Wisconsin, 1.5, A Pracst ved
frikirken fra 1928-1937 Formand fra 1926-1937. g

Martin Theodor Wilkomm, fodt d. 23.7 1905 i Riedisheim bas Rhin, Frankrig. Uddannet i Berlin
Zehlendorf. Praest i Losning og Hadersley fra 1928-1935

10 Walter Johannes Michael, fodtd. 1.5.1911 i o
Johan " ning, Jylland. Uddannet pa d
prassteseminarium i Berlin-Zehlendorf Praest ved frikirken og dens I{:mx::ﬁﬁirﬁ;gs

VL Paul Ferdinand Michael, fodt d. 15 1 dorf. Praest
d Michae 5.10.1912 i Losnin, L ylland. U, et i in-Z
ved frikirkens menigheder j | Osning og I[zldcr\lcgv s?dcn ;Q'lmddmmu e

3

880 i Michawaka, Ind., U.S.A., dod 1942 i

wst ved frikirken fra 1905-1914. Leder af
8

9
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e June 2014: D. Min. study / Concordia Seminary. St. Louis. MO
o July-September 2014: Move to mission field and installation.
o Term of service: 4 years

o Joint Work

The Regional Mission Overseer and deaconess are available for consultation with Lutheran
Church-Canada and Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua by mutual agreement for date and
location to discuss and develop the details of this strategic mission partnership. Ministry
progress reports will be shared with all partners on a regular basis.

We pray for the Holy Spirit to guide and bless our joint efforts to carry out the mission work
set before us in the harvest fields of Nicaragua, Honduras. and Costa Rica. We commit
ourselves to diligence in prayer and service toward the completion of the goals and objectives
of our partnership.

Date:
Lutheran Church-Canada

By

I'he Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

By

Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua
By_
Contacts

Rev. Leonardo Neitzel - Lutheran Church-Canada
/\sslstam to the President for Missions and Social Ministry Services

Rev. Ted Krey - Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
LAC Regional Director
tkrey’« hotmail.com

Rev. Marvin Donaire - President - Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de Nicaragua
donairemarvini@ yvahoo.com

Licenciado Robert Jose Zepeda - Lutheran Church-Canada Mission Manager in Nicaragua
rojozepedab’@yahoo.com

Rev. Edmund Auger & Cherie L. Auger - Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Cayman Islands
ecauger ¢ yahoo.com
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LCMS ve ILK tek, kutsal, Hristiyan ve elgilerin koydugu temel iizerine kurulmus
kiliseye ait olan luteryen kiliselerdir. Kiliselerin diizenleri her iki kilisenin gerek Kutsal
Kelamina gerekse 1580 yilindaki olugsumiu ve Kutsal Kelam'in dogru izahi olan
Luteryen iman ikrarlarina baglilik oldugunu belirtmektedir.

0 faali " fi
Ortak faaliyetlerin hedefi 6zellikle Tiirkge konugan ulusa Isa Mesih tanitiimasi ve
kilisede ve toplulukta sézlii ve filen Luteryen tanikiginin giiglendiriimesidir. Basta
olmak iizere Ankara'da bir Luteryen cemaatin dogusu ve biiyimesi amaciyla
faaliyette bulunuyoruz.

. Tari i -
LCMS ve ILK kendi kilise tabiatlarini gok farkl tarihsel, siyasal ve eklesiyastik
referans gergevesi icinde edinmistir. Bu ortak faaliyet sézlesmesi bazinda birbirlerinin
teolojisinin ve uygulamanin yani sira her iki kilisenin karsilastigi micadeleleri ve
sorunlari daha derin bir bigimde anlayisa varmay: hedefliyoruz. Birbirimizle zaman
gegirerek birbirlerinden 6grenmeye 6ncelik gosteriyoruz. Ortak imidimize gére
beraber faaliyette bulunmak, Luteryen Hristiyanlar olarak birligimizin daha enikonu
farkina varmamiz igin firsat sunar, séyle ki 6greti ve uygulama tizerinden muvafakat
ile bu iki kilisenin tam kiirsti ve sunak paydashid saglanabilir.

- Uygulamali ortak faaliyetler
Ortak faaliyetlerimizde birbirlerinin kilise diizenlerine riayet ediyoruz. Luteryen imani
sézlu ve fillen paylagabilmek igin kasten yollar bulmaya galigiyoruz ve her ortak
faaliyetlerimizde esas olarak yapici olmayi gayret ediyoruz. Varolan iligkilere riayet
ediyoruz.
Her iki kilise asagidaki pratik alanlarda ortak faaliyette bulunacaktir:
* Kiliselerin énderlikleri ile miidavim iligki

* Bolgede faaliyette bulunan insanlarin tasarilarinin paylagiimas: ve iligkinin
sirdirtimesi

* Faaliyetler gergeklestirmek igin teoloji ve egitim kaynaklarinin ve uzmanhiginin
paylasiimasi.

* Teoloji sunumlara mitekabil davetler

Her iki kilise agagidaki fiillerle kiliselerin iligkisini gliglendirmek istiyor:

* Turkge konusan ulusa mijdeyi getirmek igin girisimlerinde ortak faaliyetlerde
bulunmak

* Diyakonya faaliyetlerinde ortak ve mitekabil yardim
* Kilise mizigi alaninda ortak faaliyet
1
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Both churches want to strengthen their relationships through such activities as:
* Cooperation in initiatives for bringing the gospel to the Turkish speaking

people

Cooperation and reciprocal aid in the area of diaconal work

Cooperation in the sphere of church music

5. BﬂlﬂumlAman.dmsnuBmmn
This working agreement will take effect when it is signed by the
respective partners

This agreement may be amended or revised by mutual agreement of
both partners

Termination of this agreement may be called for in writing by either
partner on prior notice of three months.

.

Date: (9 q—gnvara. K015

Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, -

Re@oker,

LCMS Director of Church Regional Director for Eurasia
Relations / Regional LCMS / OIM

Operations

Rev. Ville Typpo
Leading Pastor, ILK
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TODAY'S BUSINESS

Proposed Resolutions ¢ 2016

66 REGULAR CONVENTION
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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Rev. Albert B. Collver lll — Countries Visited (2005-2019)

61 Countries / Territories | 6 Continents

Africa (13): Djibouts, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeri, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda

Americas (13): ‘Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Rep., Guatemala, Hait, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela

Asia-Pacific (13): Australia, China, Hong Kong, India,Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Philppines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan

Europe (21): Belgium, Czech Rep., Denmark, inland, France, Germany, Hungary, taly, Latuia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, Siovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,

Uktaine, United Kingdom
Middle East (1): United Arab Emirates.
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CONVENTION
PROCEEDINGS 2016

66" REGULAR CONVENTION
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
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PROTOCOL DOCUMENT
Between
The Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark
And
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

_—_—mmm—— -

THE BASIS OF OUR PARTNERSHIP

Thankful to God for the cordial relationship that has existed since the nineteenth century and that was
affirmed by the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark at their convention in July 2018, The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark
(ELFCD) have joyfully decided to execute this Protocol agreement in recognition of this fellowship as
ratified by the LCMS in convention on the below date this document was executed.

The basis of this partnership is attested to in the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in

Denmark and in the Constitution of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Article Il of the Constitution of
the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Denmark states:

This church body confesses for itself:

1. The Bible’s canonical books, both of the Old and of the New Testament.
2. The confessional writings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, because (quia) these
confessions are in agreement with the Bible: the Apostles Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the

Athanasian Creed, together with the confessional writings of the Reformation contained in the
Book of Concord.

Article Il of the Constitution of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod states:
The Synod, and every member of the Synod, accepts without reservation:

1. The Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament as the written Word of God and the
only rule and norm of faith and of practice;

2. Allthe Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and
unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God, to wit: the three
Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, and Athanasian Creed),
the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the
Smalcald Articles, the Large Catechism of Luther, the Small Catechism of Luther,
and the Formula of Concord.

We therefore emphasize that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, the Son of God and the Son of man.
There is no salvation apart from Him. Our common faith and confession is focused on God's atoning
work in His Son, Jesus Christ, and is clearly stated in the doctrine of justification by grace through faith
without the works of the law. It is our common commitment to the faith “that was once for all entrusted to

the saints” as revealed in the Holy Scriptures that binds us together and forms the basis of our
partnership.
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The Lutheran School of Theology, Gothenburg, LSTG

‘background and history
Development in Germany
1792- 1860 F C Baur,leader of the Tubingen School
1835 Strauss, Dar Leben Jesu . nto Swedish 1841
187074 Ritschel, Die Chriviliche Lehre von der Rechiferigung und Versihnung
1878 Julius Wellhausen, Geschichte Israels
1900 Adolf[von| Harmack, Das Wesen des Christentums: Swedish translation 1900

with preface by Nathan Soderblom, later AB and Nobel laurcate

‘Swedish reactions - seademmic development
“This development in Germany influenced the development in Sweden. It took some 40-50
‘years for the "higher criticism” to take control over the Swedish universities."

1877 First thesis in Sweden with “higher crticism J. A. Ekman, AB 1900-14
appr. 1900 Higher critcism becomes established in Sweden

1901 Nathan Stderblom professor (Rel. Hist) in Uppsala, AB 1914-31

1923 Gills P:son Wetter professor of O in Uppsala

Bible conservative reactions!
1904 Rev. Peter saac Béen trics to initate a Chrstian High School in Gothenburg.

1908 “The Lutheran School of Theology. Menighersfakultetet, opened in Oslo

1924 Rev. Béen succceds in starting a Christian High School for pastors to be,
Prasigymnasiet (reorganized in 1993)

1949 Bo Giertz becomes Bp in Gothenburg (reires 1970)

1958 Joint decision by Swedish Parliament and the Church Assembly of Church of
Sweden to start ordaining female pastors (in flect: 1960)

1970 Bertl E. Gatner Bp in Gothenburg (retires 1991), last conservative Bp in Co$

1982 ‘The "conscience clause” s abolished in CoS

1993 - Aug: The Christian High School becomes L M Engstrom gymnasium

- Avg.: Forsamlingsfukulteten. LSTG, is opened
- Oct.: The Bishops of CoS decide not o ordain Bible conservative candidates
1997 - May 24: The SELEF foundation created (Sw. Ev. Luth. Ed. Found.)
- June 5: The Swedish Government appoints the fist female Bishop
- July 13 LSTG gets new premises (in 2015 we move o our own house)

2000 LSTG starts our own theological raining
2003 Mission Province in Sweden created (Bp Ame Olsson consecrated 2005)
2005 “The first students of LSTG are ordained within the Mission Province
2009 The LSTG 3 year theological training is sccredited through EEAA

2014 - LSTG starts an STM program together with CTS in Ft, Wayne

~The first female AB within CoS is conscrated, Antje Jackelén

L Sten Hidal Bkl och hibelri, 1979,
£ CH. Rune Imberg.  p:/www s nevimedia/pdfyImbergLighiShiningioDarklace pdf
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Republic of South Sudan
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Consideraciones preliminares para la asociacion

Principales responsabilidades

Supervisor Regional de Misiones

El Supervisor Regional de Misiones es un pastor ordenado de la Iglesia Luterana Sinodo de
Missouri. El Supervisor Regional de Misiones tiene experiencia en el ministerio inter-cultural

y posee habilidades que apoyen la asociacion ministerial en las siguientes dreas:

Sera el lider del equipo para todo el personal presente y futuros misioneros de LCMS que
sean asignados a la asociacion.

Avudaré a la asociacion a través de: a) supervisar los vicarios y estudiantes internos. y b)
monitoreara los pastor establecidos en el desempeiio de sus servicios misioneros y
cuidados pastorales.

Fn asociacion con la diaconisa. el ofrecera atencion pastoral. estimulo espiritual y
consejeria a las parejas y matrimonios de los trabajadores de la iglesia a través de visitas
v consejeria. también planeara talleres de aprendizaje. seminarios y retiros para parejas y
familias.
Ayudara a la asociacion. facilitando el desarrollo del FORO que retne a las
congregaciones y las personas que desean apoyar los esfuerzos de plantacién de iglesias
en los campos misioneros.

Puede ayudar a la sociedad en el desarrollo de planes estratégicos para la expansion del
ministerio en los campos misioneros de ILSN.

En nombre y bajo la supervision y orientacion de la Comision de LCC en Misiones y del
Ministerio de Servicios Sociales (CMSMS). llevara a cabo la planificacion bencml y

i i cion local del programa de Educacion Teologica. mision y el
pusupugsm del ministerio social. las propuestas de proyectos y administracion de
proyectos en desarrollo.

Revisard v presentara los presupuestos anuales referentes a la mision de la LCC en la
Centroamérica hasta inicio de Diciembre de cada afio para aprobacion por parte de la
LCC.

Presentara anualmente borrador de proyectos misioneros, prioritarios para la LCC en
Centroamérica para aprobacion y aplicacion por parte de la ILSN y LCC.

ra los proyectos de mi y servicio social de la LCC en Centroamérica bajo la
ion de la Committee on Missions and Social Ministry Services (CMSMS) v de su
ejecutivo.

. Recomendara accion de parte de la CMSMS con respeto a la mision y servicio social de

la LCC en Centroamérica en materia pertinente a los mismos.

. En consulta con el director financiero-administrativo del Centro de Mision de LCC en

Chinandega. coordinar y orientar el trabajo del personal de la oficina.

. Presentara informes escritos dos veces al afio o cuando lo solicite CMSMS (Enero y

Septiembre). Copias de estos informes se remitiran a LCC y al director regional del

LCMS OIM.

. Distribucion porcentual del tempo alocado por el Supervisor Regional de Misiones para

cada pais in Centroamérica serd determinado pelas partes durante el primero afio de
implementacion del presente Protocolo.

10





EPUB/media/file150.jpg





EPUB/media/file74.jpg





EPUB/media/file91.jpg
{1 IIIIIIM S
mr/mm/ﬁ 1l

i






EPUB/media/file159.jpg





EPUB/media/file133.jpg





